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np]]!']  Insloncd!  jHirtion  of  this  work  inust  bo  uniisidcrod  as  luaiiiK' 
•^  duo  to  tlic  lahors  of  tho  late  .Iiul-c  Sii  ki;.ma.v  Woi.cott  Adam^^:.- 

A  lovo  of  antiquarian  .-Indies,  cspivially  tlinso  ivlatinii'  to  liis  native' 
town,  Wotliorsticid,  led  liiin,  dni-iiii:  many  years  of  liis  life,  to  make  liei' 
history  ]iis  sijocial  study;  and  liis  intimate  aetiuaintaiiee  witli  llic  town 
and  its  inlialiitanls,  comhined  witli  his  le-al  training,  rare  industry  and 
tact  in  the  jMuvuit  of  facts,  had  enahle.l  liim  to  r<d!cet  an  inunense 
amount  of  vahiahle  matter,  wliicli  could  scarcely  have  been  so  coni])lete- 
ly  gathered  by  another  hand.  A  small  portion  of  the  resnlts  of  these 
labors,  have  been  i;iven  to  the  pnblic  from  time  to  time,  in  the  form 
of  interesting  contributions  to  the  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  news- 
papers; or,  as  papers  n\id  before  the  C'onnecticut  Jlislorical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  an  active  and  esteemed  member.  bJut,  professional 
dnties  had  to  be  attended  to.  ill  health  interposed  still  further  delays,-, 
and,   finally,    deatli    laid    its   hand   up.m    him.    befon-   he   conld  .realize 

flio   T^l"'i«l"-"    ^-f   ^'I'-i 1-.---, 1.  .,    '      •        '  '     • 

lu.   J..., SI,..    ,.^  .^...^ !..._,  .iia  v'.uiK  ci.iiii])icieu  aiiu  in  pmiL. 

When,  I  learned  of  his  death,  some  months  after  the  event,  I  felt 

at  once  an  earnest  desire  to  take  up  the  work  where  he  had  left  it 

and   to  "keep  his  memory  green,"   by  comi)lcting  it   as   a   moiuiment 
to  him. 

My  proposition  to  that  effect,  made  to  his  nephews  and  literary  execu- 
tors, ^Messrs.  IIkxiiy  S.  an<l  ]3i-x.i.vmi.\  .\o.vms,  Avas  by  them  most  cour- 
teously considered,  and  generously  acceded  to;  and  I  was  placed  (with- 
out any  embarrassing  restrictions  as  to  use)  in  possession  of  nn  im- 
mense collection  of  manuscript — consisting  of  notes  and  copies  from 
original  sources  of  informatio]i,  letters,  maps,  plans,  books,  pamphlets, 
chapters  of  his  intended  history,  in  all  .stages  of  completion,  etc. — which, 
by  their  very  amount  and  inclioafe  condition,  might  well  have  appalled 
one  not  accustomed  to  such  matters — especially  one,  who,  like  myself, 
up  to  that  time,  had  never  stej.j.ed  foot  in  Wetherstield. 

Previous  experi(Mice  of  a  somewhat  similar  kind;  as  well  as  an  in- 
timate knowledge  of  what  is  needed  in  a  work  of  this  character, 
has,  however,  helped  me  to  take  up  and  carry  on  the  labors 
of  one  with  whom,  in  life,  T  was  not  ])ersonally  acquainted;  and  to 
bring  it  to  a  state  of  com])letion  which  I  think  would  satisfy  his 
wishes  if  he  were  alive  to  see  it.  Tn  doing  this,  I  have  endeavored  to 
l)laee  myself  in  his  place;  and,  althou,gh.  of  necessity,  there  has  been 
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iiiucli  cuttiiii:;  aixl  cnvviiiL'',  iinicli  i-c-arraiiuiiii;-,  coiHlcusinc  nml  ;icaiii 
cii]ari;-iiig'  nf  his  material,  still  I  Iiavo  faitld'nllv  <'U(lcav,iiv(|  that,  tlu> 
tliuiii;lit  ami  iiiiciif  (if  the  dead  atitlmr  sIkhiM  ai>])i'ar  in  cvcrv  line; 
and,  (i.s  iiiiirh  ax  /lus.^ii'h  in  It  is  <iirn  linu/ti'iif.  W'lici-c  1  liavc  had  occa- 
sion to  (litter  wirh  him  (which  has  hccn  hnt  xddom  )  or  to  iiil  crjiolate 
matter  not  his  own,  I  ha\c  Livnei'ally  done  so  within  hrackcts,  thus  |  ], 
and  with  my  own  iniiia!-.  Dnrin^  thi<  rccon>ti  net  ion  of  h\<  work, 
1  have  Icariifil  to  res]iect  his  (-arncsr  cnihn-^iasm  and  rare  (jnalitications 
for  liistorical  invesii-ation  ;  and  am  thankful  that  I  have  heen  i)crmittcd 
to  ]»er])ermitc  his  memory  in  the  anmils  of  Wethersliehh  hy  thus  hrin<i- 
h^il  nut   his   jto-thnmon-  -work. 

As  to  the  (Irncaluijirdl  portion  of  this  work,  I  mnst  lio  lield  almost 
entirely  res])onsihle  for  it.  ^\■hile  .Imlizc  Adams,  so  far  as  collectinsj 
sonic  material  for  it,  had  not  r>verlookcd  it — yet  his  tastes  did  not 
altogether  run  that  way.  atnl  his  collections  had  hcen  Imt  snnill  in 
amount. 

J  have  ])lanned  this  work  on  the  same  lines  as  tliose  .d'  niv  J/i.shjn/ 
and  Gpuraloijit'.s  of  Aiiciijil  Wiiitlsc/r,  pnhlislied  in  Is'.'J.  Jint.  I  do 
not  ]iretcnd  to  have  nnnk^  such  a  history  of  VvVthersticld.  as  he  would 

tvM-f>  1...-..1"       "vtii-'i    ,  f   •■'■-•    -■•  -t',-"!,    .— ■    ,       .'  ■   '     1       1      •  •      ,      ,.    , 

n.M    Z'.Lc.K...       ,,.U>.1    Ol    ^,.e    x...i,iUiauo;.     ,v,iicii    lu     ii.,,.    ,iC([uiU-d,    Oleu 

with  him.  I  find  anion:;-  his  ]iapers  drafts  and  schedules  of  suhjects. 
tri'ated  so  in  detail,  that  it  would  Inne  re(|nire(i  a  lifetimr — longer  than 
that  allotted  to  him — lo  have  satisfactorily  completed  it,  as  he  had 
lieii'iin.  To  appreciate  tlii.-.  the  reader  ha-  only  to  turn  to  the  Appemlices 
of  this  volume  (especially  Xos.  111.  V,  VI.  VII),  which  are  each 
inonoo;ra]ihs,  worked  u])  with  infinire  pains,  u])on  special  suhjects  con- 
nected M-ith  the  ohl  town,  and  treated  with  such  antiiiuarian  zeal  and 
erudition,  that  while  they  may  mit  ehiim  the  attention  of  the  licneral 
reader,  yet  are  of  sneli  intrinsie  value  as  to  recommend  their  ])reserva- 
tiou  in  this  nninner. 

]-'erha]tS,  oven  a  sense  of  this  heuan  to  dawn  u]ion  him  in  the  midst 
of  his  work;  for  there  is  something  of  "tlie  toucli  rd"  the  dead  hand" 
among  his  pajiers,  which  causes  one  to  think  that  it  was  laid  aside 
(temporarily — as  he  imty  liave  thought  and  hoped)  some  time  hefore 
his  death. 

It  seems  jiroper,  now.  that  I  should  mention  some  of  the 
Oriqinal  Sf/)irci\<;  of  Informalion  as  to  Wi'fJiera/icId  Jlistunj.     These 
have  heen 

3.  Laud  ]!<T<ird.<i  of  the  'J'own,  nominally  so  laheled  and  considered, 
toimneneing  in  1040,  and  extemlinu-  to  the  present  davs  in  a  series 
of  ftfiu-sevcn  V(.ilumes.     ^Ve  say  this  set  is  •'nondnally"  devoted  to  land 


F'liKKACE    TO    VOLUME     1. 


records,  dfcds.  Ica.ses,  ninrtj.;ii.(.s,  ct,..  ;  l„,i  the  first  live  v.duiiios  (1<;10- 
17;]7)  ids(;  hiive,  ])l('iit  ifiilly  iiitcrsjicrscd  flirouiilninl  tlu-ir  jiuiics,  rct-ords 
of  liirllis.  Mdrrtdijr.s  ;iiid  Dcullis.  |il:ic<'d,  ;ii>i>;ircntlv,  wluTi'Vcr  tlio 
(icrk  Cdidd  liiid  u  cuinciiiriit  .<|iiicf  {n  cuter  lliciii. 

2.  /'/r//(.  M(irrifi</r  tiinl  Jlcilli  I'cconls — sd  Inliclod,  in  kij-  volumes; 
the  first  entry  of  Vol.  1.  l^in-  of  a  ,|c;itli  in  Xovcnd)er,  1(;'.)2,  tlu^  lust 
two,  a  liirlh  in  ITl'T,  and  a  niarria-c  in  17.>1 — afs,,,  records  of  ealtle, 
"eiir-niarl<s,""  and  an  order  of  the  Tonrr  relative  lo  Indians,  made  at 
its  session  of  May  17,  lOMO.  Vol.  11,  on  its  first  ])a^e  lias  a  marria-o 
record  of  17iM;,  one  of  iNi'S,  and  a  birtli  record  of  17m;.  'J'he  hook  was 
])r(il)ali]y  opened  in  JmT),  and  lias  licen  tilled  in,  luit  not  eonscentivelv. 
On  its  last  paije  is  a  ISO'.)  nnu-riafic  and  three  1S2S  marriaii;os  on 
o)>posite  ]>a;jc.  Vol.  Ill,  first  ])ai;e,  has  an  ls:]0  marriaoc  and  a  hirlli 
in  1SS7  on  last  ])ai;c.  \'ol.  IV,  rnns  from  1847  to  An^unst,  IS.')!.  Vol. 
V  l)0,2;in.'^  January,  fs.",:.,  and  emls  in  ISOS:.  Vol.  VI  hej^ins  danuarv, 
IStii),  and  is  in  pr(\sent  use.  We  have  thus  ])articnh!rized  concenii:!,i; 
these  vohinies,  that  onr  readers  may  have  some  idea  of  the  verv  un- 
systennitic  fashion  in  which  they  have  heen  l<ept.  'I'heir  want  of 
continuity  as  to  time,  I'onders  them  exa>])eratiii-lv  diflicull  of  ref(M-ence. 
■J.  J  i,iri,  ,  ut'cs.  hciiii;  the  recorded  j>rocee<lin^s  oi  tlie  proprietors 
and  iidiahilants  of  the  Town,  at  their  annual  and  special  meetings,  fre 
volnmos,  heginnin^-  1^,17,  and  to  the  ]. resent  time. 

The  first  volume  of  these  Town  Votes  (1  047-]  717),  as  also  the  first 
volume  of  Laiul  Itecords  (  KUO-IO:.;)),  were  carefully  coj.ied  hy  Judge 
Adams,  and  the  copies  are  kept  in  the  safe,  with  the  originals,  in  the 
Town  Clerk's  office. 

4.  liccords  of  (he  First  Socicfij  in  Wcllirr.^.firhl.  Pago  00,  of  the 
first  volume  of  these  records,  contains  the  following  injte :  "^reur. 
The  votes  of  the  First  Society  in  Wethersfield  from  the  time  when 
Welhersfield  was  dividi'.l  into  Socieries,  until  Dec.  15,  17;j4,  are  to  he 
found  in  the  hook  commonly  called  the  L'd  ]]ook  of  T(,'wn  Votes  and 
Acts,  heing  inters]ierM(l  in  said  iJook.  from  ]iage  l'<i  to  pag<>  IMi,  with 
the  votes  of  the  Town,  and  also  the  vote^  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Great 
Afeadow  and  Plain."  This  first  volume  hegins  record  IH  Dec,  17.T4, 
and  ends  12  Jan.,  IS-lt;;  the  second  volume  commences  isir.  and  is  in 
present  use.  The  First  Socirl;/  of  Wethersiield  was  so  called  until 
January,  lS-2-2,  since  i-alled  Firsl  EcrJcsinstiml  Surirhj.  The  liecords 
of  the  lirst  School  Society  are  not  kej^r  in  the  'J'own  Clerk's  ofHce. 

0.  ^'arious  olJicr  i-aJiDiu's  of  h'cronJs.  such  as  old  Assrssorv'  Lis(f<; 
'TJook  of  Pecord  of  Ihirial  Lots  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  First  SchoiJ 
Society,  higinning  1SS2,"  etc.,  etc. 
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G.  7'ecor(l.<  of  Ihr  I'^hsl  Clmrrli  in  ]\'('lhcr.'<lich'I — viz.,  of  Mnnhcrs, 
JiiilJis,  Deaths  and  M arr'iancs.  The  (^ii'lic.'t,  ctl"  tlic>(>  rrconls,  Avorc  un- 
(loiihlcillv  i-arridl  diV  liy  llic  sccciliii^  ]iurti(iii  dt'  llio  C"liin-i_'li  which  n.'- 
iimvcil  tn  Staiiil'iinl,  J(II()-1,  ami  wliirli  ci.iisiili'i'iiifi-  itself  as  lite  original 
Church,  felt  entitled  ti>  have  ]>(issessinii  <>f  what  \\  e  nf  Wet  hcr.sfifM  would 
now  he  vefv  ^lail  In  haxc.  with  which  to  pic  ce  out  mir  'fuwirs  earliest  his- 
loi-y.  J-'rohahlv,  alsn,  the  W'elherslield  L,'lmrch  >ii>taii;eil  aiiulhcr  ;mh1  sim- 
ilar loss  of  records,  hy  the  removal  of  the  niajnrily  <i1'  the  congregation 
under  Ivov.  J\]r.  liussell,  to  Iladlcy,  in  lii.jU-Gl),  and  from  the  same  cause, 
viz.,  the  claim  of  t.lie  seceding  Clinrch  that  it  was  the  Church  of  Weth- 
crsfield.     (See  y\).   \^\-2  to  ]r,4.) 

At  all  events,  we  tind  an  utter  aVisence  of  any  Wethersfield  Church 
records  mitil  the  coming  of  ]\ev.  Sti;]'iii;x  Ww.  who.  howevcn-,  though 
he  came  in  IGO-'J,  did  not  commence  his  entrli'S  until  It'i'.'T-S,  and  ended 
in  l?'':"),  though  he  died  three  years  later.  'Jdiis  reconl  has  heen  copied 
for  us  hy  thai  aceomjili.-^hed  genealogist,  ]\lr.  Kiiwix  Staxi,i-:y  Wi;i.i,i:.>^, 
of  Newington,  and  was  intended  to  he  given  as  an  Ap])endix  of  this 
work,  but  having  heen  since  printed  in  the  Connecticut  Mayazinc,  our 
readers  may  find  reference  to  it  there. 

T!io  Kcv.  Ja:.:.:,j  Loexwooi^,  ke])t  a  ree-ord,  mostly  oi  i>aptisms,  from 
some  time  in  October,  1730,  luitil  J\larcli  od,  1744-."),  which  Judge 
Adams  coj)ied,  and  of  wliieh  he  says,  that  the  original  record  "was 
written  in  an  unbound  ]^am]»hlet,  on  unruled  paper — sheets  of  about 
legal  ca])  size.  Only  ;■"»;!  ])ages  remain  of  the  (ii-igimil.  It  is  in  a  very 
fragmentary  condition — and  on  the  margin  much  of  it  has  become  ob- 
literated, a])pareutlv  by  some  acid,  which  has  bleacheil  the  ink  and  ren- 
dered the  ]iaper  briirk — there  are  a  few  breaks  in  the  record,  due  proba- 
bly' to  the  less  of  .some  of  its  leaves."  Its  record  nuitter,  as  far  as  legi- 
ble, has  been  preserved  by  us,  incorjiorated  in  our  genealogies. 

These  Mi.f  and  Ijoclnraod  records  a])])ear  to  us  to  have  been  not  so 
much  Church  records  ])roper,  as  ]irivato  diaries  such  as  used  to  be  ke])t 
by  the  earlier  divines  of  ^\ew  England,  wherein  member.sbip  admissions. 
disci])limi)y  dealings  with  nicitd)ers  and  baptisr;uil  records,  and  other 
professiomil  and  clerical  uH'moranda  wert  nn^-h  mingled- — and  fre- 
quetitly  in  a  "short-hand"  known  only  to  theins(dv(^s. 

After  Kev.  ]\Ir.  Lock  wood's  pastorale,  there  en.-tu-s  a  gap  of  20  years 
in  the  records,  after  which  they  commeiu^e  again,  h:iving  been  carefully 
ke])t  by  licv.  Junx  ^Mai;sii,  from  February,  1771,  to  Se]itember,  1S21 : 
by  Jlev.  C.  J.  Ti:xxi:v.  to  1  -Tuly,  IS^.'t,  and  si>  <lown  l.iy  successive 
pastors  to  the  jiresent  day. 

7.   liccords  of  tJtc  Second  Chnrcli    in   AW-tlicrsf'cJd,  Parish  of  Xcw- 
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ingtoii. —  Tlifso  Imvc  li^cii   |nv-('i-\-cil    Ix-vunil    iicriHlvcnlnrc  cf  li>s>,   \,y 

IvOOF.K    Wi;i,l.KS.    l'''.S(|.,    nf     Xcwill^luu,    ill    llis    fXrrlltJllt,    AlllKlIs    .if    tliat 

Town — ])ul)lis!u'(]  l.^Tl. 

8.  llerorih  of  flir  Thtril  ClunrJi  of  ]VclJicrs/irld—SI<'jiiici/  ParisJi 
(now  Kocky  J I  ill)  cniniiu'iicinu-  nhoiit  ITd."),  lunlcr  ils  sccuinl  paster 
Kcv.  Bri;r;A(;i:  Mi:i;i;iam,  wln>  ilict]  177'!,  ;iim1  continued  liv  IIl-v.  Joirx 
].KWis,  17^M7'.)l\  and  Uy  ]U-v.  Calvin  Ciiai'IX,  1 ).  P..  17'.i  1-1 -^r)!, 
who  found  tliciii  ill  a  sad  state  of  ])rc>crvat  i^n,  an<l  with  y'mu-  care 
co])icd  thcni  and  cMntinncil  thcni  until  tln'  lime  nf  his  .Icatli.  'I'he^e 
hiivc  hocn  caivfully  ci.picd  (down  to  l^.'.*',)  l,y  :\lr.  K.  Stanlky 
Wki.i.i;s,  and  have  proved  of  >j;\va\  vi\\ur  in  our  iirnraloL!ical  volnnn-. 

9.  We  ha\e  had  eoj)ics,  fnnii<hed  l>y  Mr.  J5i;.n.i a.mix  Aoams,  of 
the  following'  Hcconl  of  Pmllis  (iiol  Ihirhth.  kept  hy  ]>i'Ivate  ]iarties 
resident  in  ^\'etherstield.  \iz. : 

(a)     IJceords  fn.ni   lSi:M7,  hy  llnhlah  Adams. 

(h)     lieeords  fmni  IMo-Kl.  hy  Saium^l  (ialpin — stonccutrcr. 

(e)      liee<irds  for  IS.V.),  'i).",,  'D  K  '(iT),  'OO,  hy  Laura  J)ickinson,  ami 

10.  To/e.v  {alcn  front  old  Accoiinl  l/ools  of  Wethersfield  incrrliajits 
and  {radrsitirn.  hv  Den].   Adams — such  as 

Tho:;:as  I];;v]hnt,  17!;S5';;;  Fran,  is  v^v  Sion.,  ^.IC-T.-f^O  \  ]n-/..ileel 
Latimer,  1S0!)-15;  and  others — whieh  furnish  many  "sidedights"  on 
the  liist<')rv  of  those  (hiys,  not  otherwise  ohtainalde.  (See  Chajiter  X\  , 
Vol  I.)    " 

11.  .1  J>ildio;/raji]ii/  of  Bfiols.  Pdinphlcis  and  oilier  Prinlcd  Mailer, 
relating  lo  MciJicr.^/ield  {and  ils  ]\tris]ic-s)  ;  or  vritirn  and  puhll^ied 
hy,  or  in  ronnrriion  irilli,  a)!!]  of  ils  yons.  or  rcstde)}/s.  This  valuahle 
mamiscri]it  (in  typewritten  form)  ])rc]iared  hy  ]\[r.  Li-.n.tamix  Adams. 
Assist.  Chief  of  the  ]\'pt.  of  CMrcidation  of  the  ]S'ew  York  Puhlio 
Lihrary,  has  heen  of  essential  vahm  to  our  timlertakiiig,  as  enahlinL-: 
ns  to  illustrate  the  edneational  and  intelleetual  character  of  Wcther.- 
field,  especially  as  .Mi-.  Adams  has  ])laced  at  our  dis])osal  many  of  rbe 
now  rare  i)uhlications  therein  mentioned. 

12.  Tonihalonc  Insrriiilions  must  he  classt>d  amonj;-  f>rij;inal-record- 
sources  of  information.  For,  lhoui;h  frecpiently  nnndiahle  as  to  the 
estinuites  of  character  whicli  tluy  furnish  conci-rniny  the  deceased  whom 
they  commemorate,  tliey  yet  jtrescrve  dates,  titles,  etc.,  wliich  confirm 
other  records.  Fortunately  for  us,  under  tlie  cireiunstances  of  health 
and  distance  from  Wt'thersihdd,  which  have  prevented  our  ])er.-onal 
investiaation  of  these  mortuary  records — they  have  heen  I'ecently  care- 
fully copied  and  admirahly  pr(>served  hy  our  friend  F.owAini  Swf.i;tzi:r 
TiLi.oTSux,  of  \\'elhe)-s)i.,d<l,   \\  ho.-,e  ilne  volume,    \\'(  lliersficld   Insenp- 
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tioits  (a  (.■iinii)lctc  ctilltrlinii  of  siu-li  fnuii  all  the  iiurial  places  iiiel-.i-IeJ 
ill  tlic  tii\vii-<  ftiniiiiii;-  a  pai't  dl"  Aiificiit  WCtht  i>ri('M  |  lias  bi.-i.-ii  my 
riplit-liaiid  cuiiipaiiiuii  in  uiv  work. 

This  work  lias  lit-cii  ai'C'i>iii)ili.-!icil  hy  im-  innUr  (li.^i^'-.iragiiig  c-irL-'im- 
ptanccs  (if  ilMicallli,  and  i-Mii>raiit  intcrnipt iens  Ih.iIi  ...f  a  j>riifc-~:.iiuil 
and  domestic-  naliirr.  In  .lanuary,  I'.KiO,  ii;y  invalid  ■-■.itV  ami  L.yielf 
were  cvii-tt'il  frnm  diir  apartinciits  in  New  ^'^rk  (i'v  ly  a  fiv'-  .-o  s  ■.■]d'_-n 
and  fioi'(-c  that  <.Mir  li\cs  were  (ndy  saved  l^y  niir  licini;  rLiii.'Ved  ly  tiie 
fironien,  fmni  a  sci-ond  stnry  windnw;  ami  the  ]>ri.'t-i.'n-  \Vi-rlier-r;--ld 
Mannscrijits  worr  iniavuidahly  Ic-ft,  as  I  su]i]i^is-_-d.  T<>  e-t-vtaiu  dt-'trne- 
tion,  but  were  found  next  day,  nnliarnicd  aii'l  inla..-t — f-ir  both  of  v.liich 
mercies,  my  readers,  ]ierlKi])s,  will  join  hk-  in  Tliankinir  the  Lord.  In 
11)01,  and  a^-ain  in  I'.i'):.',  [  had  attacks  of  a  ]'avalyri(>  lur'iro,  v.-hich  liiive 
not,  however,  entirely  interfere<l  with  my  v.' irk,  thon;_di  ;ri'early  a'idinir 
to  its  dilR(-nlries. 

It  is  alsd  my  jilen^ant  dnty  to  acknowlediie  the  hehi  rec-ived  from 
some  of  Wetlicrsticld's  residents  whom  I  lunr-  ne'.ei-  -c-,!,.  and  jir  ■b;.;iiy 
never  shall  see  in  this  life.  A  detailctl  arkii"\vle.l-iiieiu  of  ^nch 
assistance  would  occupy  too  many  pa^es  of  this  work:  b;;t.  as  irreu'  care 
has  been  taken  b_v  jiu-  ("ootli  as  a  matter  of  ainhenticiiv.  a.-  well  as  fi-i.;n 
motives  of  gratitude)  to  in<licate  the  personal. sources  fr^m  v.-hich  help 
has  been  derived,  I  may,  perha])s,  be  e.\cii-ed  fro;;i  attempting  it. 

A  very  large  portion  of  this  hol]i  has  come  to  nie  from  .sources  en- 
tirely outside  of  the  old  Town  itself — from  those  ar  a  distance — the 
children  and  grandchildren,  several  generatioiis  retiiove'I — wiiose  h':-;trts 
turn  loyally  towai'ds  the  ]\1  other  Town,  whence  their  ancestors  came. 

Among  these,  ''honorable  mention"  is  due  to  -Mes-rs.  JjK.\.j.\mix 
Adaiis,  and  his  In-other,  ]1i;m:y  S.  Aham^.  ef  l!ro"klyi;.  X.  Y..  v.ho.-e 
acquaintaiu-e  with  their  late  nn(-le"s  work  and  v.-i>lie.-  in  r<.-l;iririn  t'l  i*.  has 
enabled  them  to  give  me  valuable  assistance  at  every  pi.ii,- ;  },[}•.  Fi;k:'  ^\. 
Stkki.k  and  -loiix  S.  Gooduix,  Esq.,  of  Chu-ago.  Hi..  .Mr.  WiLnrr.  F. 
Wakxki:,  of  St.  Loui-.  ^lo.,  ^Ir.  JIami.tx  JJ:sski.i..  of  Xewa'-k.  X.  J., 
!^[l•s.  Katk  Ska1!I.k  ^Ie('Ai;TXi:v.  of  AVilke>barre.  Pa..  }.[r>.  ('ai.n-iixe 
Kkmi'KK  Ik'i.KEi.KV,  of  Avalon,  ll<issier  Parish.  La..  Mi>s  ITf^i.KX 
Evmrrsn.x  Smith,  of  Sharon.  C't.,  ^Miss  K.  K.  Pax.v.  "f  (';!;id>ri';:_'e. 
!^^ass..  and  her  con<in,  ?iliss  S.  (!.  1  )a(;(;i:i 'i'.  of  Xew  j^a^■en.  Coi;::. — 
"their  mime  is  Legion"  and  my  gi-atitnde  to  I'.ieiii  great. 

But,  tliere  is  a  little  gn.mp  of  Wetherstield  resiilents.  ;•".!  of  them  ]  or- 
sonally  unknown  to  me.  who  have  aided  me  greatly — -iii-h  as  the  vener- 
able Mrs.  .Mai;y  D.  ^1cLi:ax,  .Mr.  .7ai;i;o  P.  Stanmsh  of  Werhersr.old, 
and  ..Mr.  1.  X.  Sta.m.iish  of  J^.ridgeport,  (.'t.,  .Mi~s  AIaky  L.  HAr.uis.  Aliss 
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]1j;i.k.v  Woi.roTT.  Miss  .Mai;v  F.  Stoi-i-akd.  Mrs.  ^Iai;ia  JI.  Bi;ki)Ktt, 
etc.;  and  in  Messrs.  Arsrix  Koi:i;i;jm,.v,  aii.l  Ki.waim.  S.  Tii.r.oTsox' 
I  have  liad  iiidsr  faillil'ul  lioutouaiits,  always  iiroinj.t  and  na.lv  f..  an- 
swer any  enquiry  iuv  L.ral  infonuati.ui,  to  interview  prnpl,.  i,,  ,i,'v  liclmlf 
or  to  l.,.,k  iip  special  ]M,ints,  or  needed  facts— services  invaliiahle  to 
me,  under  tlie  circumstances  which  reiulcrcd  my  presence  in  Wethers- 
field  imp..s>il,l...  Their  loyalty  to  tlic  Old  Tnwn  Jias,  at  all  times,  proved 
equal  tn  the  str:;in  nf  ihe  calls  which  I  have  heen  ohli-ed  to  make  upnn 
their  time  and  i^imkI  miture. 

In  Ilartf.ir.l.  an..ther  -i-onp  „f  friends  .,f  Wetlierstl.dd  have  wnrked 
in  perfect  unisen  with  the  aims  ..f  this  undertaking  Mr.  Cti ai;i.i;.s  W. 
Manwai;t.\(:,  wlm  kimlly  furnished  me  with  notes  from  his  di-rests  of 
wills,  inventories  and  ])apers  in  the  Ilar/fonI  Couuhj  Prolate  Ofjlre  : 
Mr.  Wii.LiA.M  F.  J.  ];oAi;r.MAX,  to  whom  I  mn  mmdi  indehted  for  the 
loan  of  manuscripts,  ete.,  and  especially  f.r  a  very  lai-e  prop<,rtion  of 
tlie  illustratinns  which  irrace  this  work  (many  of  which  were  expressly 
en-raved  for  it  and  at  iiis  expense)  :  :\lrs.  A.x.x  I'.  IIawi.kv,  Miss  Mai:"v 
K.  Tai.cott,  ^lis<  AmeK  }I.  Stili  max.  ,M;>s  Sai;ai[  G.  Wii.ua.ms, 
:\rrs.  Ci.AK-A  Ski:i.v  Pimxck,  ^Ir.  I^jhlkmox  W.  lfoi;iiixs,  :\Ir.  IIoMin; 
W.  T]i;aixa!;I',  ct  nVu,.-;. 

Within  the  tivn  years  which  have  covered  the  llual  preparation  of 
tliis  work,  three  r,f  its  helpers  have  passe.l  from  earthly  eompani<nisliip, 
viz.:  l)r.  KriTs  AV.  Gjtiswoi.i),  the  "hcdoved  i)hysieiau"  of  r^oeky 
Hill,  whose  memory  will  he  preserved  in  eMunecti<m  with  our  Chapter 
XIX  ;  Commander  Fdwaim)  Ho<,]a.K.  V.  S.  X.  (retired),  who  rendered 
valuahle  assistance  in  the  Gri>wohl  and  iro,,ker -enealoi-ies,  and  V.(k;vm 
Wki.li^s,  Es.).,  the  able  lawyer,  wh-.^e  valuahle  A„nah  uf  Xcirlnrjton. 
liavc  heen  su])])lemented  in  thi-  volume  hy  the  excellent  historv  of  his 
native  town,  cmtaiiied  in  our  Chapter  XVI  FI.  Dili-ent  w.u-kers  in 
the  annals  of  the  l^i.^f.  fairl.ftd  to  every  dutv  in  tlie  Present,  who  ' 
ean  douht  thai  they  will  he  hle^^ed  in  th<-  eternal  rest  and  eujuyment 
of  the  Future  into  whicli  they  have  ]ia--ed. 

Three  gentlemen  ..f  Wetherstiold  have  very  -eneronsly  contrihnted 
to  the  iUiu^imiion  „f  this  History,  hy  their  skill  as  photooTaphers,  viz.: 
Messrs.  J.  ];.  Staxi.isji,  Ai.:n:irv  ^Iouoax  and  Fi;axk  llAVt;xs.  The 
Coumrticul  M^uiazh:r  has  al^o  m..st  ohlio.i:,olv  ,,].,,,,,i  ..^  ^,„.  ,]i,p,„^,| 
many  of  the  tine  WetlK  i-field  illustratimis  which  have  appeared  in  its 
pages. 

:Mr.  Jami:s  Stii.i.>!ax,  of  Xew  Vnrk  City,  a  -raudsmi  of  the  Old 
Town,  receives,  in  ..ur  dedicatm-y  i-age.  an  all  too  insu'.licient  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  kindly  a-sj^tance,  and  ].KMri-;L  A.  Wi:i.i.i:s,  l^sq..  of  the 
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sanio  city,  son  of  WdluTsiicM,  liiis  -ivrii  fivoly  of  his  timo,  profissioiuil 
know]o(lt;-o  ;iii(l  tact,  to  the  invlimiiiai-v  lu'yuiiatioiis  aiiJ  arrangcincnts 
for  tlu;  ])uMi:~liiiio  of  (ho  ]Iist<irv. 

Xor  do  we  fool  that  it  is  out  of  phioc  to  say,  liero,  tliat  '.Mr.  Fkkd.  IT. 
Hitchcock,  Troasuror  and  :>raiiager  of  The  Graf  Ion  Press,  has,  at 
every  stapo  of  tliis  ]li>tory\s  pro.nivss  tlimu-h  the  ].ross,  maiiifostcd 
not  only  tho  hnsiiic^s  imorost  of  a  careful  puMisluM',  ])nt  tlio  ('(n'dial 
solicitude  of  a  friend  indeed. 

Over  forty  year^^.  more  or  loss,  continuous  lahor  in  tliis  Hue  of  his- 
toric rescareli,  preveuls  mo  from  exppctinj,'  that  this  work  will  he  found 
entirely  free  from  fault  or  hlemish.  I  can  oidy  assort  that  every  ])f)Ssilde 
care  has  hecn  taken  to  avoid  errors.  It  is  a  conservative  estimate  that 
the  whole  matter  of  these  two  \-olumes  has  l)een  re-written,  at  least,  four 
times— and  that  without  the  aid  of  a  typewriter;  and  I,  for  one,  am 
glad  to  see  it  permanently  emhodied  in  tyi)e. 


1 
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i^yiAtt^^ 

sii:er:m^v>s^  av.  ^vdajm^,  t£sq. 
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Gc'ulk'iioys  is  one  of  tlie  niosl  Ijcautifnl  of  ;ill  Inmiaii  attriliutcs. 
God-^ven,  it  nifikcs  for  ..MMjd  iu  ^vllat(•V(■l•  relation  of  life  it  is  mani- 
fested. Unfortunately,  it  is  not  nntil  llio  face  that  liure  the  hall 
mark  of  gentleness  has  smiled  its  last  smile  that  the  siirpassing  beauty 
of  this  attribute  dawns  upon  the  most  of  tlm^e  \vho  year  after  year 
have  felt  the  -warmth  of  its  sunshine,  and  then — and  then  comes  full 
appreciation.  Fortunately,  on  the  other  hand,  he  who  is  truly  gentle 
lives  so  far  above  in  a])preciation ;  that  no  matter  what  the  laurels  of 
strenuousness  )uay  be.  gentleness  remains  to  him  always  worth  the 
while.  It  is  this  geiillenos  which  above  all  else  characterized 
SllElLMAX  WOLCOTT  ADA^IS.  Of  -eutle  birth,  centle  bearin-- 
gentle  speech  and  ^icntle  judunient,  lie  exhaled  the  very  perfume  of 
gentleness  -licrcvcr  hi.^  quiet  \..,;.  took  him.  Tl.oei  in' hand  widi  it 
went  such  an  intense  love  of  nature  in  all  her  manifold  workings  as  it 
is  given  to  icw  men  to  possess. 

Both  gentleness  and  love  of  nature  were  a  precious  heritage  from 
the  parents  of  Judge  Adams,  who,  as  had  been  the  ease  with  his 
ancestors  for  generations,  was  born  in  AVetherstield,  :May  Oth,  1S3G. 
His  father,  Welles  Adams — a  merchant  in  what  was  theiwconsidered 
comfortable  circumstances — was  a  man  of  the  very  highest  standing 
in  the  community,  while  his  mother — before  lu^r  marriage  ^Slarj 
Griswold,  of  the  Griswoldville  section  of  the  old  town — was  a  fine 
type  of  the  Xew  England  woman  of  two  generations  ago.  As  a  small 
boy  he  found  "'books  in  the  running  brooks,"'  the  while  he  trud-red 
off  to  the  "Ived  Schoollionse"  where  his  education  began  ;  and,  bv  the 
time  that  he  had  ])assed  rhrongh  the  Cromwell  Institute,  there  were 
for  him  "sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  everything."  rietuniing  to 
Wethersfield  to  take  a  clerk.-hip  in  his  father's  store,  the  law  began 
to  share  with  the  love  of  miture  in  his  heart;  and,  bef.nv  long'  he 
found  himself  studying  in  the  oHice  of  Jleman  H.  Earbour  ""and 
Thonuis  C.  Pei-kins,  in  llarttord,  later  going  to  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  where  he  took  his  degree  in   IS 01. 

With  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  there  came  another  (L)mi- 
nating  f(uve  into  the  young  nniirs  life,  and  the  love  of  countrv  flowered 
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into  a  (li'.-irc  fir  >frvicc-  which  could  be  satisiici]  dulv  hv  cnli-stincnt. 
The  si-a  railii-r  tliau  xhc  f.cl«l  callo'l  him,  however.  ( ■niiiinis>ioiic(l  liy 
,Sc<-r('iarv  \V<-Ilc>  a>  an  a--i-taiit  i^aymaster,  hi^  eiilcrcil  the  Xavv  in 
Murcli,  1  >•!:.',  and  \va>  attached  to  the  ininhoat  No//; ';;•.>■(-■/,  doing  duty 
in  the  Gidt"  of  ^lexico.  Thi?  service  in  the  War  lasted  nntil  1Mj4, 
when  he  rcsi-iiccl  ro  take  nj)  the  practii'e  of  the  law  in  Hartford. 
]-!y  l^r.i;  hi-' iihiliiy  was  s.i  hi:;hly  e^teeiiicd  hy  the  Kepnlilican  Party 
that.  ahliMULih  he  had  sli^dit  d^-ire  for  any  oiliee  wirhiu  the  -iff  of 
the  ]ieo]ih\  he  was  sent  hy  his  native  town  to  the  IJou-i'  of  Jleprc- 
sentativc-.  where  he  intri'dneed  the  re>oliition  providing;'  for  one 
capital  in  the  State  of  C'lnneeticnt — a  nieasnre  which  ])asscd  l)Ut 
failed  to  receive  the  necessarv  two-thirds  majority  the  followini!;  year. 
Suhseqnently  he  attained,  fnrther  -i-.roininence  hy  the  aiithorshii>  rif 
many  of  the  laws  in  the  -tatute  liook,  the  most  important  being  the 
'■judgment  lien  law."'  Jk-  v.a-  also  author  of  the  resolution  providing 
for  a  topographical  -nrvey  of  the  State — whieh  was  passed  in  1889. 
^[eanwhile  there  had  devf-l./ped  in  the  mind  of  tlie  attorney  a  longing 
to  broaden  his  ireneral  education  i)y  drinking  of  the  French  and 
Gennan  laniiiiaire-;  at  rlie  original  fount-.  As  a  r'"--"b  a  yeai',  covcr- 
in.g  a  ]i;;rt  f  l^C^  iii.d  i^'VJ  was  .-.|iciit  in  Europe,  wnere  tiie  aptitude 
of  the  student  found  exjire-sion  in  the  tran-^hition  f<ir  ]iub]ication  of 
Eugene  Tenor's  ?t<iry  of  the  r<.iip  d'clnt  of  In.'I.  In  time  he  adde<l 
Spanish.  Italian,  l)utch.  iJani-h  and  Portuguese,  thus  acquiring  a 
considerable  rejiutatii'U  as  a  linguist  before  he  reached  miihlle  age. 
Further  i>rot"ieiency  in  the  ]'ractice  of  the  law  after  hi^  return  from 
Eurojie  brought  ab<.ut  hi-  a])i)ointment.  in  P^TT,  as  Assistant  Jtidge 
of  the  Hartford  Pcilice  Court,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  six 
oon-ecutive  years. 

The  illnes-  v.diich  Judce  Adams  bore  v\-ith  characteristic  patience 
for  fifteen  years  or  so  lief'jre  its  fatal  termimition.  coupled  with 
failing  hearing.  L-d  him  at  length  to  grailually  drop  the  law  the 
while  he  tonk  up  rhe  cr'^minc:  v.-ork  in  his  service  of  the  public — 
the  develoi-iment  of  th.e  Harifonl  park  system  on  broad  lines.  Here, 
after  his  appointment  to  the  presidency  of  the  b'oard  of  Pafk  Com- 
missioners in  1>^4.  hi-  undying  love  of  nature  fnund  its  highest 
-wprcs-ion.  During  his  ad.mini-trarion,  Ihi-lnu-ll  Park — the  beaiuifnl 
tract  which  frames  rh.e  -tately  v.'liite  marble  Capitol — was  not  rndy 
inijiroved  in  nniny  ways  thr"Ugh  tlie  exercise  <'f  the  convcutional  otlicial 
duties,  but  by  mean-  of  a  rare  devotion,  it  was  given  such  touches  as 
can  oidy  (••'ine  direct  ir^m  the  hand  of  a  true  nature-worshipper.  In 
this  category  may  be  place<l  the  beatitifying  of  the  lianks  of  the  little 
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pond  by  pliuitiiiii;  jistci's  and  ntlirr  wild  tlowiTs  almig  the  water's  edge. 
It  was  also  due  to  his  assidii()n>ness  in  the  ])ertV>riiuinc(^  of  his  duties 
that  llie  park  trees  were  all  ealal(ii;ueil  and  siidi  adilitinin  made  us 
wmikl  thrive  in  that  eliniate.  -Jiid^c  Adams  eMiiiiniU'd  to  he  active 
in  ])ark  mattei's  until  within  al)i)Ut  a  year  of  his  <lcath,  his  offiee 
lia\'inu,'  hi'cn  ehanired  to  that  <if  sccretarv  wlu'u  the  I'ark  lioard 
amendment  lo  the  i-ity  chaitci'  was  passed  in  Is;),",,  'j'his  ai'tivity  was, 
howe\'er,  i;radnally  lessened  hy  a  state  (d'  health  which  made  it  impos- 
sihle  for  him  to  give  to  tlie  new  parks  in  Hartford's  tine  system  the 
])ersonal  devotion  so  lavishly  showered  upon  the  one  whicli  bears  the 
honored  name  of  IJorao'  Jhishnell. 

Of  Judge  Adams'  attainments  as  an  antiquarian,  particularly  as 
a  student  n{  the  history  of  the  t<i\vn  \\hirh  gave  \un\  birth — the  work 
■\vhieli  Dr.  Stiles  has  with  such  painstaking  care  bought  from  an 
Tinfmishecl  state  into  a  completed  record,  bears  (doqnent  witness.  It 
was  ])erha])s  natural  that  a  lover  of  historical  research  whose  paternal 
line  in  Wethersficdd  went  back  more  than  two  centuries — to  the  first 
r>eujamiu  Adams — an<l  wiiose  descent  further  allii'il  him  to  such  early 
repres(>ntatives  of  old  Connecticut  fainilies  there  as  Micjiael  (irisv.-old, 
Owcrnor  ?•— i:-s  AVelles,  Ensigu  Willh.wi  Go,,d,kh,  I^nsign  Joiiu 
Xott  and  John  IJobbins.  Gentlennin,  as  well  as  Henry  Wolcott,  tlje 
Windsor  settler,  should  have  Avished  that  to  him  might  be  the  task 
of  setting  forth  for  the  fii'st  time  the  complete  story  of  the  oldest 
town  in  Connecticut.  Xone  but  a  man  whose  character  was  not 
marred  by  selrishness,  howe\ei',  \\'onld  hav(^  entered  n])on  such  a 
stupendous  tindertaking  jjurely  as  a  labor  <>{'  love — of  ]ove  for  the 
work  of  doing  well  what  needed  to  be  done  and  yet  was  in  danger  of 
being  forever  neglected.  Ihit  this  work  in  behalf  of  AVethcrstield, 
entered  upon  some  twenty  years  before  his  death,  by  no  means  repre- 
sented dudge  .\dams'  historical  labors,  his  painstaking'  research 
finding  no  limit  until  it  had  passed  from  towTi  to  state,  and  from 
state  to  all  Xew  England.  Eor  Connecticut  he  recovered  her  rolls 
of  the  French  and  Inilian  AVars  from  the  effects  of  Governor  Thomas 
II.  Seymour,  and  after  months  of  a])idicatiou  in  the  restoring  of  the 
much-dilapidated  ])apers,  he  ])laced  them  in  the  State's  archives.  He 
freqtu'utly  ])re]iared  valuable  ))ai)ei-s  for  the  meetings  of  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society,  with  which  he  was  ])romineutlv  identified; 
he  contribnieil  several  of  the  most  important  chapters  to  the  Manorial 
llistonj  of  llartfurd  Coimtij,  and,  in  short,  he  was  one  of  the  few 
men  to  whom  it  was  believed  safe  to  intrust  the  writing  of  a  history 
of  his  native  state,   should   such  a   work   be  nndeitaken.      His  library 
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of  Connecticut  books,  whioli  was  eventually  mergi'fl  into  the  Soiithport 

coilection,  "".vas  one  of  the  finest  ever  brout;ht  together. 

*  -X-  •^t  -X  *  -X-  «■ 

Sherman  Woloott  Adams  came  into  the  \\<,rld  as  the  violets  were 
bringing  to  earth  the  deep  bine  of  heaven.  It  therefore  seems  pecu- 
liarly tilling  that  the  passing  of  such  an  ardent  lover  of  nature  should 
have  h'-en  at  the  time  (4  year  when  the  last  <if  the  fringed  gentians 
were  returning  the  a/nre  whenee  it.  came- — that  a  life  begun  with  tho 
joyousnc-s  o{  s]iring  sliould  end  with  th(^  fullness  of  aiUunui.  This 
life,  which  was  the  very  apotheffsis  nf  gentleness,  flickered  out 
October  ll'ih,  ISOS.  and  two  days  later  he  who  had  taken  u]ion  himself 
the  chronicling  of  the  deeds  of  "'the  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet"' 
was  laid  to  sleep  where  they  so  long  had  slept — in  Wethersficld 
church-yard. 

JTexiiy  Sherman  Adams. 
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aht. — about 

ac. — acre 

ace. — according  fo 

ae. — aged 

aiith. — oil  the  autliority  of 

app. — ajipointi'd 

uppr.- — niipraiscd 

b. — horn 

hcq. —  hoijiicst,   or  b(<iiic:itliod 

b/). — haptized 

hdtt. — battalion 

hro. — brother 

hlimi. — between 

loU. — lH.iif,'ht 

hit. — buried 

Capt. — Captain,   or    dipt. — capiurrd 

ch. — church  ;    chh. — iliurches 

ch'n. — chihiren 

Col. — Coh>ny,  or  Colonial 

conim. — connnissioa 

cni}nj-ct. — eoTDiofted 

Conn. — Connecticut 

Conl. — Continental 

Co. — Couuty 

cr. — credited 

Ct      -Court 

a'.— died 

dca. — deacon 

flarr— Dartmouth  College 

dait. — daughter 

dec. — (I'ecea  sed 

rf/Zi.— death 

dcs. — deserted 

disch.- — discharged 

Kast. — ?',a8tbnry  j)aiish   in   Gla-;tonliury 

Eng. — England 

East  ]Iiifhl.—Knst  Haddam 

E.    ;/</"f/.~-Ea.st    Hartford 

emig. — emigrated 

Ens. — ensign 

exc- — excha  ngcd 

est. — estate 

cnl. — enlisted 

exam. — examined 

fuiii. — family 

ftr. — father 

fm. — from 

Far. — Farmington 

Fr. — I'rencli 

gen.  or  grnrnl. — generation,  or  genealogy 

Ccn.  CI. — General  Court 


gd-f. — gran<l  father 

gds. — graniKim 

gdeh. — grandchild 

gd-duu. — graiuhlaughtcr 

Glast. — Glastonlniry 

grad. — gradnaled 

/y«f^/.— Haddam 

//.    C— Harvard    College 

////(/.— Hartford 

ho. — homo 

ho-lot. — home-lot  « 

hon. — honorable,  or  honored 

ho-d. — homesteail 

I)id. — Indian 

inf. — infant,  or  infancy 

iiiliah. — inhabitant 

in  re  lit. —  inventory 

/w— killed 

Ld.-Ji'cc. — Land  record 

?rf.— land:    !'ls.—  \:ny>- 

I'ld.      IrxniL  1    j.ro],- :  ty 

Leg. — Legislature 

leg. —  Uraey 

L.  /.,— Long  Island 

«i. — married 

marr. — married,  or  marriage 

iHCinh. — member 

7nent. — nientioned 

ili.r  .1/.S-.S.— Mix  Ch.   Rec. 

mcht. — uierehant 

mdzc. — merchandize 

mir. — mother's  ri^rht — as  ajiplied  to  a 
baptism,  signilies  that  the  inf.  rec'd 
the  rite,  through  the  claim  of  his 
mother,  (father,  or  grand-parents, 
as  the  case  might  be)  ns  a  member 
of  the  church — under  the  old  "ILalf- 
Way  Covenant"  system. 

mort. — mortuary 

.Vi(?rf.— Middleimvn,  Ct. 

A',  y.— Ne\^-  Y.uk 

Apit". — Xewinglon,    Ct. 

ncph. — nephew 

A'.  C.  R. — Xewin^tnn  Church  llecords 

vr. — near 

occiip. —  occupied 

Old. — oi'dained 

per. — i)erhaps 

pet. — petition,  or  petitioner 

pass, — jiossilily 

possess. — possessed,  or  possessions 
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]>rob. — jiroliably 

;'/'.'/■— I>i<>I'irly 

pub. — public,   or  ]iiilili>luil 

Q-M. — (piaitor-iiiiisttr 

h'cc.  or  h'rcx. —  ifconl.   ii'(  oids 

rep. —  rc])icsciitc(l.  or  if|)n>,Tit;it  ivc- 

res. — ii-sidciicc,  or  ii>iili'il 

J'cioL — Kcvoliilion,    the   AiiiiMican 

rem. — •icmovcd 

rcl. — icUinicd 

;.'i/-y/.— Mocky  Hill,  a. 

li.  II.  C— lloiliii  11.  Cooke 

s.  p. — sine  pn>li,   i.  c.   \\itliout  is..,uc 

8gt. — .sergeant 

slip. — ship 

sip. — sloop 

schr. — scliooiier 
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:      .SX/!/.  — school 

'    sr//.— sfttlcil,   or   settler 
I    Slip. — .*sU'piicy   parish 
'     iiim'il — iimiianied 

.(//. — value,  or  valued 

HV7//.— Wcthcrsficld 

W.  /)i.v.— 'rill..ls,.ti'-,  \V,II,crs/hhI  hiscrip- 

I    ir.  r.   r.— Weill,  'loun   Votes 

!    ir.   /,,/.  A'.,.-- Weill.   Land  Keeord.s 

uid. — widow 

ml:. — week 

y.  C— Vale  Collc-t.' 

!/.  or  yr. — year 

7/p.— young 


HISTORY  OF 

ANCIENT    WETHERSFIELD. 

CIIAPTKR   I. 

A    PUKLIMINAKV    VjKW    OF    TIIK    K.VRT.V    1  M  M  H :  l.'AI'ION  S    IXTO   CoXMX'TI- 
Cl  T    1  KO-M    MaSSAI'HI  SLITS. 

[V)\  Siii:i:ma.\   W.  Ai>a.ms.  Fmj]. 

Discororn — Thr  First  " .\iJr<  iil iin:rs" — AilililiniinJ  ,<(7//rTN.  prior  fo 
Kl.'jl — Thr  J'farr  of  First  Scitlrmott — Pi/ijiian;/ — ] lulian  Dn-ncrs 
of  IJir  Tcrrilon/,  mi'l  I'lirdinsis  fr'.iii  I'liciii  —  hidinn  }>ii>nrs  of 
Locnlilics  in  WrI/u  rs''rhl — 'J'lir  Siirrri)  of  Ihr  Tfjirn — Thr  ?*  inn- 
ing of  tlir  Toirn  —  VVc  Firil  Distinrlions,  or  Cldssrs.  ir],  irjt 
Fonncit  llir  Pyodji  Folifir — V'/'/r  Murilcr  of  Mr.  -John  UJdlnnn  — 
Thr  ]Vrllirrs/irhI  Iirlian  Mn^snrrr  of  lH-li  —  The  Prqnot  Cn)n- 
pniijn — The  ConsltlnJ t(,ii   of  lU-lO. 

TJIE  ]!1\ST  ('ijitniniA-il  stateiucnt  \\liicli  we  have  sr^eu  of  tlicso 
iiniiiigTatioiis  and  o'i  rlie  rolarioi!s  exist iiiu'  botwcon  the  tlirce 
plantations,  AViii<lso]',  Wctlui'-fioM  ami  JTartfovl.  (ui  the  Connooticnt 
Jiiver,  ami  ihcir  niothoi-  towns  in  ]\[assa('hnsrtt -,  is  that  ju'csciitcil  hy 
]?oGKi;,  \\'F.t.i,i".s,  Kscj.,  in  till'  Hartford  JJaihf  i'onnint  for  July  l'IMIu 
3  SOI).  This  wo  take  the  lihevty  of  nsiny  a,-  an  introduction  to  our 
history  of  this  aneient  town. 

"Our  fatliei-s  iloJ  fn'in  hlimlanil  to  Xew  Enp-hind  to  escape  fi'om  the 
opi)re?sion  rif  the  prelate-  r.f  the  cstahlislied  ehiireh.  They  did  not 
object  to  the  union  of  chin'ch  ami  -rate,  which  <,!,r:iiniMl  in  England, 
bccansc  they  inanii,nrat'-(i  t!;e  -anic  nni^n  here:  bin  tliey  did  object  to 
the  civil  jicwei'  and  tyranny  ex(rci-cd  by  the  (deri:y  of  the  Chnich  <tf 
En^i;-lan(l.  AVlien  they  -^ettii-<l  in  ilie  Alas-acdin-i  I ts  liay,  it  was  as 
chnrches  with  ]'-a>tors;  but.  while  they  called  tln'  ehnrehes  'towns'  as 
tlieii-  civil  di>linction.  th(  y  uave  the  ])a>tor.-  no  eivil  power,  rx  ajfii'in, 
as  was  the  case  in  England.  '1  he  word  "town'  had  a  well-settled  meaning' 
in  E>ngland  ;  ami  when  nnr  fathers  applied  that  tern,'  to  their  settl(Mnei\ts 
here,    they   did    -o    with    the    >ig-niileation    th.at    it    ln^.d    th.ere    ac(inireil. 
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That  siiiiii Heat  ion  \vas  well  cstalilislictl  l>y  law,  and  our  fatlicrs  ilid  not 
attempt  tn  (livurrc  the  wnid  'town'  frum  its  did  associations. 

"TiiK  K.M.T.v  ])i.i-iM-ri<ix  OF  A  'i'dWN.  Tlic  tiTst  cdiiion  of  .Sir 
Edward  Coke's  Conmientarv  u]ion  F.itllelon  was  ])ul)lislird  in  liis  life- 
time in  Hi^S.  The  authority  of  this  work  on  l'jii;lish  Law  is  innines- 
tioned.  He  i^ivcs  the  fdllowin^'  as  the  tlicn  le.ual  ddinilion  of  a  town  ( /. 
Inst.,  ii.  ."))  :  'It  ean  not  he  a  town  in  law.  unless  it  hath,  or  in  past  time 
hath  had,  a  church  and  cclchration  of  divine  services,  sacraments  and 
burials.'  Sir  William  Dlackstone  judilidicd  his  ( 'ommeniaries  on  the 
Laws  of  En.uhind  iii  iTth",  and  he  thus  detines  towns:  ''J'ifhiniis,  towns  or 
vills,  are  of  the  same  sioiiification  in  law;  ami  are  said  to  have  had, 
each  of  them,  originally,  a  clnirch  and  ccdehration  of  divine  service, 
.sacraments  and  hurials,  thoudi  that  seems  to  he  rather  an  ecclesiastical 
than  a  civil  distinction."  In  a  foot  note  to  this  deiinition  he  refers  to 
the  ahove  quoted  dctiniiion  of  Coke  as  his  authority. 

'•When  our  fathers  came  from  Massachusetts  to  Connecticut.  1035, 
they  came  from  the  three  churches  of  Watertown,  ]  )orchesl,ir  and 
^'ewtown,  ])ossessing  the  secular  powers. 

'"The  chuicli  war,  ihe  foUiidatiLrn  upon  which  »a?  erected  the  civil 
bupcrstructure  of  the  town,  in  ^lassachusetts,  as  had  heeu  the  case  in 
Euiiland.  The  evolution  of  the  town  is  thus  deserihed  at  the  present 
day  in  England : 

'' 'I'he  toini.-:hip  is  now  known  hy  its  ecclesiastical  name  of  parish, 
and  the  sliiic  hy  its  Xorman  name  of  cot</)/^;  hut  the  ohl  identity  is  still 
])roscrved,  ami  the  institutions  themselves  are  as  much  alive  to-day,  as 
they  were  a  thousaml  year  ago.'  "  (Jenks'  EnglisJi  Loc<il  (lorern- 
ment,  p.  11.) 

"The  same  author  says  (p.  19)  :  'The  origimil  unit  of  settlement 
among  the  Saxons  in  England  was  the  ////(  or  town,  which  originally 
meant  sim])ly  an  enclosure  surrounded  hy  a  wall  or  hedge,  and  the 
townshi]i  was  merely  the  area  (daime(l  hy  the  town.  Tn  process  of  time, 
local  government  in  Eugland  became  almost  extinct.  It  was  not  till 
the  general  hreak-u])  of  mediaeval  conditions  brought  to  the  front  a 
condition  of  a])iMilling  magnittule,  rofjuirini:-  wholesale  treatment,  that 
tlio  jmrisli  rc.s7/_// secured  a  rci'ognized  position  in  scx-nlar  matters.  This 
great  (piestion  was  the  relief  of  the  pixn-  (iM,  ]>.  i'-'i)  ;  there  was  no  other 
local  nnichinery  available,  and  it  seemed  natural  to  associate  the  work 
of  relief,  which  had  always  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  ]iriTmtrv 
duties  of  the  church,  with  an  eccdesiastical  in-t itiition.  So  the  parish 
became  the  jioordaw  unit;  the  ])ooi'-law  ollieial,  the  overseer,  was  to 
he  chosen  from,  if  not  by.  the  ])arish  ve.-try;  and  the  funds  necessary 
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I0  eiiiililc  liim  tn  vAvvy  oiil  liis  (Imic-  wciv  U<  W  levied  upon  tlic  lioiiso- 
lioMcrs  of  tip  jiiiri-li.  Frniii  the  ilatc  of  tlio  j;ivat  Poor  Law  el"  IC.Ol, 
\V(i  mark  (lie  revival  of  ilie  pari-li,  or  THWii-lii]',  as  an  ori^-an  of  loeal 
yovenunonl.  One  matter  alter  another,  liigliways,  hridnes,  drainai^e, 
])oliee,  edneatiMn.  l.eeame  jiarocliial  ninil  all  ami  more  tliiin  iill,  the  old 
]io\vers  (jf  the  town  meetinju'  wow  wmi  haek.'  I  :id,  ]i.  :.'S.) 

"Siieli  was  the  eondition  i,f  aiiairs  v.lien  the  Puritans  and  Pi1i:;rims 
left  Kuiilaml,  ami  altlioimh  the\-  lied  from  J'jiL'li-h  oiijires.sion,  they 
did  not  hreak  away  from  Kniilisli  law.-  and  ]-]nij,li>h  union  of  ehnrch  and 
state.  The  town  in  ]\la>s;iclni>etT>  took  the  place-  <if  the  pari.-h  in 
England,  and  was  liased  n]ion  tlie  ehnreh.  Church  mendjer.s  oidy  could 
he  made  freeman.  The  ehnreh  expenses  were  raised  by  rates  levied 
upon  lionseliolders.  The  meetinii'-honse  was  the  town  hall,  v.-hi'ie  eeele- 
siastica!  and  civil  otlicers  were  mingled  in  local  legislatiori,  with  no  defi- 
nite line  of  distinction  hetwc-en  them.  The  meerinudiouse  was  located 
upon  the  jinhlic  common  atn!  a  liheral  anionnt  of  land  was  a])propriated 
for  its  iise,  where  "horse  shed.-"  and  "Sahharh  day  houses''  were  erected, 
juid  the  train  hand  had  it-  ]iarade  ground.  Xearliy  was  located  the 
burying  gronml,  al-o  out  of  the  piihlic  common.  The  minister  of  t'very 
(•]<im'h  n'"-:  I "nted  v,-:t!:  ;;  gr.;t;'.;ty  of  ,M_vei.il  acre.-  .-f  die  ptdiiic  do- 
main ;  and  the  church  was  given  parsonage  an.d  land  for  its  su]i]iort.  Tn 
Connecticut  church  and  state  were  not  sejiarated  until  the  ado[ilion  of 
the  Constitution  of  ISlb. 

"Tj(e  !Mior:Ario.\  to  Coxxkcticit.  When  our  fathers  removed 
from  ?\lassachu-efts  To  Connecticut,  they  v.cre  careful  to  obtain  tho 
sanction  of  the  General  Ci'urt  of  the  Pay  Colony.  This  was  not  grant- 
ed as  .'^oon  as  desired,  and  in  the  summer  of  l()-']4,  .-(Jine  of  the  inhal)it- 
ants  of  Watertown,  impatient  of  delay/  and  led  by  31  r.  John  Oldham, 


1  Winttirop  {Hi^l.  .Vnr  Eiifi..  Siuape's  edit..  -2,1:  I.  y.  \'.>\)  .-nys.  uiiilrr  (I;ilc  of  (> 
.May,  l(i.'55,  "tlio  cc-ca-ion  of  llicir  ih-irc  tu  nriKivc.  \v:i>,  for  t!iat,  all  towns  in  tlie 
Hay  h.-;,'aii  (o  lie  nnicii  straitni'd  liy  tludr  own  ntanu--  to  one  annthcr,  aiul  llifir 
cattlf  so  inncli  iiioria-cd.'"  Sava'je's  note  lo  ]i.  ItiT.  -ays,  '■In  this  liftli  year  of  the 
colony  hi-diiy  -o  sadly  crowded  wa-;  llie  -^•ttlcnient  at  Xcuton.  that  Watt'itown 
was  not  a  mile  and  a  In  If  di-lanl.  nor  (  liarle-tcw  n  more  tlian  two  null's." 

lUit  llulibard,  who  liaviiiL.'  hi  .ai  horn  in  lc,-21.  ccinld  widl  nMncmhcr  the  Conn. 
cnii^'iatioK  and  the  LTfal  di-rns~ii')i.  /iru  and  ron.  lo  wliich  it  iravc  rise,  nirntioiis, 
(in  his  Ilistnri/  of  Xnr  Ktuihind.  Kd.,  lsl.">.  yy.  72,  rtc.)  other  than  Ihtse  moroly 
iinitcrial  rca-cjn-.  IK-  -avs,  tluii'  was  un  •■im imlsirc  niH-^r  las  wiso  men  <lc(>incd 
and  tlK'nisolvi's  did  not  alO'i'i-tlicr  conceal.")  viz:  ■tlie  -Iron;:  hent  of  their  spirits 
to  move  out  of  the  phuc  where  they  were.  Twu  such  eminent  stars,  such  as  were 
Air.  Cotton  and  Mi'.  Honker,  lioili  (,i  the  llr-t  nia;.'niti;dp,  thouijh  of  dillVrinfr  inllii- 
cnee,  could  not  W(di  ■.oniiinie  in  (.ne  i\nd  the  -an:e  orb."  And.  af,'ain,  at  \>]<.  .'JO.'i-O, 
after   lulmitlin^'   the  over   crowded   slate  of   the   I'.av   scltlemenls   as  a   cause   for  the 
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rciuiivcd  {(>  C'nmiccticnt,  mihI  Imill  tlivir  Idi;-  lioii.-cs  at  "WcllicrsficM 
(  l\(|iKii;),  whirli  tlu'v  (•ailed  Walcrt.,\\!i,  al'tiT  tlic  tnwn  fniiii  wliidi 
tlii'V  oinii;rat(Ml. 

''On  May  Cili,  IK:;:,,  the  .Mas>acliii>ctts  C'diirl  passed  the  full,, win-- 
order:  'Tliere  is  lil)erl_v  -i-aiiled  In  ihe  iulialiitaiils  df  W'alerlnwn  lo 
I'cuiDVo  lliciii,-e]\e.s  t<>  any  place  they  .-hall  rhiuk  meet  to  make  choieL', 
])rovidc'd  they  n.nit iiiuc  still  under  this  guvenuaent.'  {Mas.s-.  fol.  Rvr. 
/,  i.  40.) 

''On  dune  'ZA,  \^V-)7>,  ihe  fullowini;  siuiilar  urder  was  passed:  "Then? 
is  leavi'  izrauted  tr>  the  inhahilants  of  I  Joindn-tei-  for  their  i'etnn\al  as 
^Vaterln\\•n  hath  granted  In  thein.  Ah-o,  there  are  three  pieees  [eaunon] 
granted  Id  tln'  j.laiitations  that  shall  remove  to  ('uuneetieut,  to  fortity 
themselves  withal.'   ^Mass.  Cut.  lln-.  /,  W>.) 

"The  same  Court,  Sept.  Z,  lt;;3.3,  provided  that  'Mhen'  is  jiower 
granted  to  any  magistrate  to  sv/eai-  a  conslahlr  of  the  plautalion>  at 
Connect ieiit,  wheu  the  iidiahitants  shall  desire  the  same,  (.l/r/w  Co/. 
7iVr.  /.).  •  • 

''Also,  il  was  ordered,  that  every  town  upon  Connecticut  shall  have 
lihei'ty  (o  chmise  their  own  eon-iahle  who  ^hall  lie  sw"'-n  Ijv  M;nie  inai;i-- 
li'uLc  Oi  Liiis  Court.  {Mass.  (_  (jI.  1,'rr.  I .  ll]0.) 

''Tluis  the  CJeueral  Court  reco^ui/.ed  the  removal  of  plantations  into 
Connecticut  a-,  early  as  dur.e,  10:3.").  and  d«Miominated  them  as  tov.n-, 
as  early  as  Septemher,  following.  There  must  have  heeu  an  emigra- 
tion, hetween  these  two  dates,  <A'  a  sutheient  mimher  of  inhahitants  to 
liave  warranted  this  ehauge  of  language. 

'Tn  the  Ulslunj  of  Watirlinrii,  hy  Franei.s  S.  Drake,  contained  in  the 
History  of  ]\riddlcsex  County,  !Mass.   (Vol.  II,  -i40),  occurs  this  jiass- 

Coiin.  emi;;ratinii.  etc.,  ho  noes  on  to  say  tliat  tlir  niovtiiic-iit  "  \va>  not  a  little  a>l- 
vaiicfd  by  tlio  t'aiiio  ami  iiiti'n>t  of  Mf.  Hooker,  wlm-i'  woilli  and  abililics  liad  no 
t^niall  inducm'c  uix.n  ilio  [x-uplo  of  the  town-  al'urc  nirnt  loned :"'  and  thai  "the 
impiilxiic  cuiiM'.  hcforo  rcfn  led  to"  did  more  M'l-ivtiy  and  pouorfully  <lvivf  (jii 
llie  business.  Some  men  do  not  ^veIl  likr,  at  least,  can  not  widl  bear  to  be  oppii-ed 
in  llu'ir  juilj;inents  aiid  notion-,  and  thenee  were  they  not  iniu  illin.;.'-  to  reincnc  finni 
under  the  power,  as  well  a<  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Massaehuselt>.  Nature 
(aith  not  allow  two  >uns  in  one  tirmamint.  and  some  spirits  laii  as  ill  bi'ar  an 
equal  as  others  a  superior;  but  whether  they  have  men. led  themselves  by  tlieir 
ihoicp,  they  are  be-t  able  to  jndL-e.  that  have  lia<l  bmue-t  exoerienee  of  ano;lH'r 
colony.  l'o->ibIy,  it  mi-ht  have  been  as  well  for  the  whole,  if  they  | /.  r.  the  .Mas>. 
.settlements]  ciaild  have  been  included  in  one  jurisdietion ;  for  by  that  inean-  their 
union  together  by  an  ineoriior.itiim  lia.l  I,een  much  Ilrmer  ami  stroni:er  than  by  a 
eonfederation,  as  alter.vard.-  it   eame  to  pa-s." 

Krom  whieti.  our  Conn,  readers  will  see  that  there  was  about  as  much  '■human 
iialiire"  mixed  up  in  the>e  allair-  of  their  aneestors,  as  tliere  \\,,uld  probal/ly  l.i'  to- 
<!ay,   in  similar  eiieuiustances. 
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:iiio:  'WflliiTsiiclil,  till'  <iMi'-t  idwu  in  ('uiiiicctiouf,  roct-ived  rrt.ni 
A\';it('i1(i\v)i  iis  lir.-!  coiisidrrnMc  ciiiiiiral inns  in  J(i:)l.  Pvcjumi:.  il"> 
Indiiin  name,  w.i--  cliMiiucil  in  1<',:;;,,  lu  W'atiTlnwn  ;  ami  lalcr  lo  W'clli- 
(TslicM.  ,M;iv  l".i,  li'.'J.".,  tlu'  I'nllnwini:  W'alfiliiwn  men  wcnl  Id  \\'cllu'r.->- 
iit'ld  :  \lcy.  liirliard  Hrntiin,  h'nlnTi  Kcyiinlds,  .li.liu  Si  I'ickland.  .Innas 
Woede,  Mrv.  dnlin  Sin  rnian,  KoImpi  Cue  and  Andi-cw  W'ai'd.  'Idle  two 
liiltcr  ;il'l('i'\vard  sclllrd  in  Slauii'^ird.  l.rDnard  (dicslci-,  dolin  I'dnrli, 
Xalhanirl  l-'udtc,  dnlin  Oldham,  l-'.dward  I'carcc,  .Inliii  Krynnld^.  ami 
luiljfrt  liiisc  went  IjcJ'ui-c  It'.-li!.  .julin  Oldliani  was  killed  \>y  Indians, 
whik-  Iradinj;-  witli  ilicni  at  l!l.K-k  Inland,  Jidy  i',-,tli,  l(;:;i;.'  The  n<ir- 
cliesler  (Windscr)  and  Xcwiuwn  (  llai1 1'nrd )  M'Ulcnicnts  fdlowccl  in 
tlio  same  year,  1  <)■;."«;  l)nt,  says  Mv.  Welles,  ii  (kn'S  not  appear  that 
special  ]'ernus-,i(in  was  i:iven  hy  the  (ieneral  ('onrt  to  llu.'  inhahitants  (,( 
Xewtown  tn  vcnKn'e  to  t'lmneet  ieiil,  as  had  lieeii  given  to  those  (d'  ^^'atel•- 
town  and  ])oixdiesteT. 


"As  early  as  Septemlicr  4,  ir,:Jl,  they  had  aslce.1  tlie  C'lirt  'that  tliey 
]nii!,li(.  have  l(>ave  to  remove  to  ( '(Hineerienf.  'Idiis  matter  was  d(  hated 
many  days  and  many  reasons  alleued  pro  and  roh.'  lint  tli"  desiri'd 
leave  was  not  grai) red  (  Winlhrnri's  //,\7  \'r,n  /.'../y.  T.  1  i'"*'^  T'^':  same 
author  tell.s  us,  under  date  of  Sept.  JiJth.  1<i:'..'>,  tliat  "Ahiiut  .si.xty  men, 
women  and  little  ehildi'en,  went  hy  land  Inwards  Cnnm'el  ieni,  with  their 
cows,  linrses  am!  swine,  and,  afier  a  tedimis  and  dilHi'idt  journey,  ar- 
rived sale  there.'  (ddiis  party,  \V(>  Inn'e  reasnii  to  hclie\-e,  were  Hnr- 
chcster  sculers,  see  nnt(>  J,  p.  o'l,  Vol.  I.  Siiles'  Jllsl.  Wluflsnr.)  The 
migratinii  to  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Couneetieiit,  cmild  not  he  re- 
strained. Douhtless,  in  I'i."]."),  many  adventurers  found  thedr  way  there 
of  wliom  HO  I'ceord  has  come  down  to  us.  Earlv  in  the  sprini:'  "f  1  (;:;(; 
r.March  ■]-'i'.'>,  ir, ;;,")-(■)),  a  formal  nrn^nition  nf  the  mii^ratiuu  was  em- 
bodied in  the  enmmission  then  i--iied  to  ai»vern  ('niuieclicut  for  one 
year.  'J'lie  reason  fnj-  its  issuance  is  tlius  staled.  Whereas  upon  some 
reason  and  i;'roiinds.  iliere  are  to  I'cmdVe  frntn  this  our  ("ninmnnwealth, 
aiui  body  of  the  Massachrisetts  in  .\merica,  divers  of  onr  loving  frii'uds, 
)i('ighhor>,  fr(.'emen  and  meml>ers  of  Xewtown,  Dorche.-^ici-,  \\''ati'i'iowu 
and  other  pl:ices,  who  are  resolved  to  transplant  theniMdve-  and  their 
estates  unto  the  liiver  of  Connecticut,  there  to  re,-ide  and  inhahit,  and. 
to  that  end,  divers  are  there  already,  and  <li\ers  others  shonlv  to  trn, 
we,  in  this  pn-sent  Court  assemhh-d  ■-■  ^■-  ^  thiidc  it  meet  that  where  thei'e 
are  a  ])eople  to  set  down  and  r..hahit.  there  will  follow  n|ion  occasion, 
sou'.e  cause  of  diiferenct'.  as  also  dixcrs  mi-demeanors,  whiidi  will  re- 
quire  a   s]ieedy   redress   ■••'    '■'    ""    and    thes,.    heini;-   a    neces.-,itv,    as    afore- 
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Jr-aid,  that  some  prc^cnl  govcriuiK'nt  may  Uc  dhscrvrd  wv,  tliercfovc, 
think  meet,  aixl  so  oviKt,  that  lloixor  I.iidlnu-,  V.><\.,  .Inhn  Slci'lc,  Wil- 
liam !S\v;iiiic,  licurv  Siiiytlic,  \Villi:im  Plicl|)s,  William  Wcsl  wiin.l  and 
Aiidivw  W'ai'd,  or  ihc  urratcr  l>art  of  tliom  .-liall  have  I'ull  ])o\vcr  and 
■iuithorilv  to  ^o\-cni  ('onncctimt  ior  onr  year  next  ensuing.' 

"'riic  iir.<t  ('our!  under  this  Commission  was  ln-ld  April  i''i,  li;;;(;, 
>'ind  six  others  were  held  dnrim;'  the  life  of  the  (_'ommi-^ion. 

"After  its  year  ex]>ireil,  il  eoutinned  to  he  the  organic  hnv,  hy  tacit 
consent,  until  the  Fiimlainental  Orders  were  adopied  hy  the  ("ourl, 
January  1-lth,  lfi."'.S-l(;  jn^-t  as  the  Charier  of  Conneelieut  eontinnoil  to 
he  its  ori^anie  law,  after  tlie  Itevolut  ion,  until  the  State  Conslitiitiou  of 
ISIS  was  adopted." 

Datk  oi'  AVi;nii:i;sMi;m)'s  DiscovKiiV.  In  Gov.  WinthroiTs  His- 
inrij  of  Xi'ir  K)i(jhut(J.  fnnn  }''>-'>0  lo  UlJf'.K  onuuuonly  called  WniHirup's 
■Journnl,  (Saraijc's  edit.,  p.  1-'I2),  it  is  recorde^l  under  date  id'  Septeiidter 
4th,  1G;5:'>,  that  '".rohn  Oldham,  ami  three  with  him,'  went  _oyerhin<l  to 
Connecticut  to  traile..  The  Sachem  used  tliem  kindly; 'aiid  nave  ihcTn 
some  heaver.  They  hrouuhr  of  tlie  hemp,  wliicdi  izrows  there  in  i^reat 
ahundaiice,  and  is  much  hettei'  than  tlie  Km:ii--h.  Jle  accountei!  if  to 
he  ahout  liil)  miles.  He  brought,  some  lilack  lead,  whereof  tlie  Indians 
told  him  there  was  a  whole  rock.  He  lod-ed  at  Indian  towns  all  the 
way."  1'his  was  al)i:)Ut  a  month  ])rior  to  the  sailing-  of  the  Plymouth 
Coin])any's  vessel  to  Connecticut,  under  ('apt.  William  Ilolmes,  to 
erect  a  trading;-  house  there  at  Wiml^or;  ami  it  is  not  improhahle  tliat 
that  enterprise  was  lariiely  influenced  hy  Oldham's  favorahle  I'eporr. 
Jt  nniy  also  he  assumed  that  Oldham  and  his  comiianions,  durini;  this 
voyage,  visiteil  the  plaei'  now  occupied  hy  the  vilhii;e  (or  northern  and 
central  part)  of  Wether-hcdd.  and  that  they  were  the  hrst  I'hii;li.^limen 
who  set  f')ot  within  ami  were,  in  fact,  the  di-coverer.s  of  Welhersfudd. 
The  report  hrouiiht  hack  hy  them  seems  to  have  cunfirmed  the  helief 
entertained  hy  Governor  Bradford,  and  uri;ed  hy  him  in  an  intt-i'view 
with  Gov.  Winthrop  on  the  1:2th  of  duly,  precedim;,  ■'about  joining-  in  a 
trade  to  Connecticut  for  heaver  and  hemp," — that  the>e  articles  of  tralHc 


1  '•Joliii  OldlKiia  mill  llirrr  irilh  l<iin."  It  i<  n  iiatiir;'!  ami  -.(iiiH'wlial  iiUcri'st  iiiL,' 
question  as  In  irln,  wfw  llic  ihix'u-,  tlnis  rcfrri.'d  in  \>y  Winttnuii.  ;i~  Olillianr.s 
<!Oiii])anions  in  tlie  di^cdvcry  f)f  \\'ctlii>r.-lirlil.  AlmIii.  mi  |'.  14<i  cif  tlw  <:uiii'  Imnk 
we  roncl  ••Hall  and  Ihc  Iwc  ntliiT-."  Sn,  tliat  tln'ic  a|i]"ai^  tn  lie  a  i|nc.-ti(in  as  to 
tlie  ttitiiiiirr,  a>  widl  as  tlif  ikiihcs  of  OliilianTs  coni|ianliin>.  Mr.  dA.\n;s  Siii:i".\ia>, 
of  Xow  liiitain.  Ct.,  \vi:o  lia.-  L;i\i'ii  lliis  niattcT  a  nio-l  ■■caudiinL;'  cxaMiinat ii  ii.  in 
coiinoction  willi  liis  ni<in>'Lrr.i|ili  on  -Tidin  Hall,  lias  pi-.'pand  for  us.  a  (li;;rst  of  tlic 
results  of  his  lesraclii's.  wliicdi  will   lii>  found  in  Aiijiindix    II. 
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aliiuiiiilcil  aloni;' .soiiio  ]nut<  ><(  ihc  ( 'unncclicnl  Kivcr.  lii  \\'(llu'r>licUl. 
os])('eia]ly,  IJcavor  .Mcadnw  and  llcavci-  l!rn..k  (  nam.-;  (li.-tliiclly  ivlainc-l 
to  this  (lay)  attest  \\n-  larl  that  llicv  were  tlicii  almndant  there,  thnn;L;h 
now  extinct;  while  the  henin,  found  liy  OMham  thiTe,  is  heli<'ve(l  to 
liave  heen  the  liulian  henip  {A j/i>ri/innii  ('(Uiihi/hs)  oi  A'ew  l-]ni:hinil, 
and  which  nuiv  lie  lialhered  even  at  the  j.rocnt  time,  in  the  low 
meadows  and  marshes  of  \\'(Mhei'sti(d<l,  and  other  towns  in  the 
("onnectieut  \'alley. 

])r.  ]!ond  ((IciicnJufjirs  iniil  Hisluri/  of  M'/ilcrlmi'ii ,  Mass..  ]).  SO:'.) 
expresses  the  helief  that  ■"Oldham  i>  entitled  to  the  honor  of  hcinu'  the 
])ioneer,  the  jirojector  of  the  ilr.-t  jilantation  on  the  ( 'onn<'clicut,  oi'  wllh- 
in  that  sfati.'.'"  'l"he  "lirst  plantation"'  means  rhe  same  as  the  tir>l  .sv/- 
Uvtncul :  and,  while  to  Hartford  may  he  assiunetl  the  j>i'iority  as  to 
date  of  the  lirst  trailing'  house  (  Dutch),  and  to  Windsor  the  dale  of 
the  second  one  (Eiiiilish),  hoth  in  Itiiio,  it  is' to  Wetherslield  that  we 
nuist  accord  the  honor  of  the  fird  scltlcnuiil  in  Coiincctind.  *Tliat 
this  was  so,  is  evidenceil  hy  tradition,  and  hy  eircumshUK-es,  the  ex- 
istence of  which  we  l.cliexf  to  he  hevond  dispute.  The  Mcv.  Stephen 
]Mix,  settled  minister  of  Wether.-tirld  from  IC'M  t"  1T"1^,  an<l  horn  in 
Xow  Il.ncn  In  IC.TiI,  ^^a^  of  tiic  opinion  that  \\  etnerstiehl  was  tiie 
■'oldest  town  on  the  rivei-."  "j'he  (ienend  ' 'ourl.  oi  the  Colony  in  iho 
Code  of  Ki.")!),  ileclares  that  "the  most  Ann<Ment  Towne  for  the  liiver 
is  determined  hy  the  C'onrt  to  hee  Wetherstield,""  and  this  deidaration 
was  reiterated  in  the  Ivevision  of  KlTi*. 

At  the  town's  meeting',  held  in  Wethersfield,  Aui;-.  :!0,  iTll,  cou- 
cerning-  certain  lands  lyini;-  within  its  limits,  and  on  which  Xathanitd 
J  looker,  of  J I  art  ford,  had  li'viecl  an  exeention,  a  res(jluti((n  was  passed 
("no  person  voting  to  the  contrary"),  that  the  lands  in  cpiestion  were 
a  part  of  the  "stated  common  o{  the  town"  and  that  "the  town  have 
possessed  and  enjoyed  s;iid  lamls  foi-  siTcnhj  and  scrcn  iiccirs  Jiisf  jin.<:l. 
or  more,  viz.:  th(-mstd\-es  and  their  jn-edecessors  of  the  Town  of 
Wetliei's field"  (Ton-n  ]'afes,  \i>\.  I,  ]i.  ■2'-*')).  There  can  he  no  cpiestion 
lliat  among-  those  who  took  part  in  this  meeting  (which  according  to 
the  record  was  a  "■full  town  meeting")  were  sons  of  the  original  settlers 
and  planters  oi'  the  town,  who  wonld,  therefore,  he  likely  to  know  from 
the  lips  of  the  settlers  themselves,  when  the  lirst  settlement  was  hegnn. 
If  now,  we  reckon  hackwr.rd  "seventy-seven  years  ov  more,"  from  the 
date  of  this  town  meeting,  Ave  shall  Hud  that  Wetherslicld's  planting 
was  begun  as  early  as  August  .'It),  IC:;!,  at  lea>t  ;  which  agi-ees  with 
the  date  given  hy  most  of  the  early  historians.  (See  Appendix  I.) 
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Xamks  of  -i-iih:  FiL'sT  AiiVi-.\  rri;i;i;s.  The  iiitcrcMini;'  (iiicstioii 
naturally  arises  at.  tlii-  pdini,  iflnj  wvvc  llie  lianly.  \vc  luii^ht  aliiKi-t  say 
reckless,  persons  wlw)  lirst  I'stahlislied  llicin-elves  here.  The  |irniili'in 
is  diliiciill  of  .soliilieii,  ami,  ]K'rhaji<,  may  never  he  .-etih-d  hi'yunij  dis- 
])Ute.  It  is  eoiicedecl  that  they  were  a  nuTi'  luindfnl  in  nnmiirrs.  proh- 
fdjly  iKi!  :i  dozen,  all  told.  There  is  lirile  <l'u\<\  that  they  were  all  from 
Watertown,  .Ma>s.  A  ehni'ch  ha<l  heen  nr-ani/.ed  there,  as  early  as 
July,  1  (;:!(>,  under  the  leader-hip  of  Sir  ]:ir!;ard  S:dlonstall.  and  the 
spiritmd  eare  oi'  the  Kev.  George  Pliillii'-.  h'.th  of  whom,  in  company 
with  Ciov.  A\'inthriip,  had  ari'ived  there  in  dnne  of  that  year.  Onr 
Wethersticld  ]iioneers,  nnlike  those  of  Ihirlford  and  \\'ind.Mir,  came 
without  a  ch\irch  oi'iianization. 

They  had  heen  granted  no  di>,niissal  from  the  chnivh  at  Watertown, 
and  their  sevei'ance  therefi'oni  was  not  recognized.  Indeed,  it  was  nut 
until  ^lay  of  the  following  year  that  they  had  so  much  as  the  permission 
of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  "to  renntve  whither  thoy 
pleased,  so  as  they  criurinne  under  this  government."  In  the  same 
inontli  Andrew  Ward,  Jolni  Sherman,  dolni  Sirickland,  llohert  Coe, 
Eobort  Reynolds  and  Jomis  WnA  were  granted  a  ''•■iiii<>ion  from  the 
Wi'.tcrtc'.vn  ck.i.^J.;,  '"iu  foini  anew  in  a  chureii  covenant  in  the  iiiver 
of  Connecticut.''  IJut,  until  Ido'.i,  the  ('oniiccricnt  Iliver  [ilanfations 
\vere  treated,  ])ractically  as  if  tluy  were  wiihin  a  territorial  e.xteusiou 
of  the  limits  ol'  the  IMas^achusetls  plantations  whence  they  were  de- 
rived. 

Rocurring,  )iow,  to  the  (jnestion,  "WIiu  irrir  the  AJrcnliircrs  uf 
IGoJ/  T'  it  may  he  safely  said  : 

1.  That  ^Fr.  Joux  Oldham  was  one  of  the  nuuiher.  So  far  as 
aj'pears,  he  was  never  dismissed  from  the  Watertown  church,  although, 
as  Gov.  AVintlirop  infoi'ms  us,  he  was  a  niemher  of  that  congregation. 
J3otli  he  and  his  fellow  ■"adventurer,"  .Mirahani  Finch,  had  lo>t  their 
dwellings  at  AVaterlown,  hy  fire.  The  latter  ""h'st  all  his  goo<ls"  in 
addition  to  his  house,  which  Winthrop  calls  n  "wigwam."  l]oth  h}- 
nature  and  experience,  Oldham  was  an  adventui-er;  ami,  since  his  ar- 
rival in  America,  in  -luly,  l('>i'."],  had  heen  a  man  of  affairs  at  riyniouth, 
Xantasket  ami  \Vateriown,  a  trader  to  ^'irginia  and  a  hearer  of  dis- 
patches to  Kngland.  V.'e  have  already  seen  that  he  had  visited  Con- 
necticut in  in.'J.'J.  His  death,  as  will  he  n;orc  parlicnlarly  nai-rated  in 
another  ]nirt  of  this  idiapter,  occurred  in  dtily.  ]li;)(;;  his  pinmice, 
the  crew  of  which  con.->is1e<l  of  himself,  ""iwo  English  hovs  and  two 
Indians   of   X  ai-ragansett,"   having  heen   hoarded   off   lilock    Island,   hv 
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LMaiii-fC  liiclinn-  iV.^in  that  I-laii'l.  iiinlrr  llii-  IwA  uf  unc  Aii'Uali, 
ami  OMliain  hniiallv  iminlficci  ami  inui  ilati'd.  On  ihc  :.'Mh  i<i  .\u]y. 
(!i)v.  Winrlirc])  sciir  his  M-avraiit  frmn  IJd.-rMii  t<>  ihf  cnii-ialili'  cf  Walor- 
tdwii  (  Wotlicr>ticl(l )  (livccliiii:  liiiii  l..  •viiv.i^  ami  iiivcntni'v  \u<  pv„Mls 
for  jiavinciiTs  nf  hi-  (Icl.ts."  'i'lic  ('(.iii't  at  Wftlu-r-ticM,  Sf|'tciiilK-'i- 
n,  l(J-'5(;.  rolVrrinu-  to  this  iii\ cnTiirv,  >ay  tha.t  llic  c-tatf  •■scums  to  he 
somc'wliat  unrcrtaiiily  vahicil.""  aii'l  iliici-t  iliat  it  hr  prrlVctcil  hy  .Mr. 
.rulin  JMuiiih  aiiil  liiclianl  (Jihli-r.-lccvc.  l".th  oi  tla-in  iiihaliitaiit-  nf 
that  ]ilaiitariiiii.  Tlnn•^tllll  llayii'.r.  al-'>  an  inhahilaut  there,  wa-.  at 
tlie  same  Cniift,  onl'.-red  [<>  '•eniitinue  to  h".kf  t.i,  au'l  |ir'  .-i-rve  the 
conie  of  Mr.  OIiIIkuh.'  and  to  inn  (or  liotisc  I  tho  .-aim-  in  a  seasonahle 
tin)e.  as  lie  halh  hitherto  done."  This  jilainly  ind,icatcs  tha.t  Mr. 
Oldham  had  raised  a  erop  in  the  season  previons  to  K;:)."),  at  least. 
which  he  conkl  not  have  done  withont  having  heen  hi^re  at  the  hciiin- 
nijig  of  the  season.  ^loreover,  the  •"eorne"  here  refern'tl  to  was  uraiii,  as 
we  should  now  call  it.  /'.  c,  wheat  or  rye.  as  di-tin^ni-hed  from  niai/.e,  or 
Indian  corn.  Otherwise,  wo  should  ha\e  to  as-uni''  that  he  reached 
Wether.s field,  early  in  the  s]iriiiii"  of  l(;;],"i.  and  SM^vcd  a  ero]>  of  spring 
wheat,  a  hy[iotlic>is  which  Jio  sensible  persini  could  entertain. 

2.  That  .Vhi;au.\>!  Fi.xcti  and  his  si,n-.  Ai;i;.\.i!.\.M.  Dami-.i.  and 
John  (the  two  former  having  familie-).  were  among  the  settlers  of 
]'>-'M,  is  Very  ]irohalile.  .Mr.  Ahraham,  senior.  mu<t  have  heen  well 
advanced  in  years;  for,  when  the  estate  of  his  son  Al>raliam  ( murdered 
hy  Indians  in  l(i:')7)  was  settled  in  I'VU.  he  had  a  graii<lson  who 
.succeeded  to  the  "land  am!  hr-wsing"  of  Abraham.  -Jr.,  ami  in  the 
HV//(CT.s/o;?(/  Lriiif]  llrrords.  in  KlfO.  certain  lands  are  described  a-^  ad- 
joining tho,-c  of  "'Old  Finch's."  The  younger  .Mu'aham  left  a-  part 
of  his  estate,  a  jueee  of  •'adventure  land"  in  the  Great  I'lain,  an  exceed- 
ingly fertile  section  lying  between  the  villa.^^e  and  the  Crreat  ^leadow, 
\\hich  borders  on  the  river.  Tt  is  >n;i]io,-.ed  that  this  tract  was  tal<en 
and  occifpied.  as  far  as  was  ju-aetieable.  by  the  •"adventurers"  of  li;o4, 
jirior  to  any  grant  fmni  the  Indians  or  other  souive-;,  and  held  bv  tliem 
as  ''adventurer^"  aiul  occui)ants;  hence  the  designation  "advenlMrers' 
lands." 

1  Tlii.<  scm*  to  linve  Iutii  tli(^  fiv-t  oa-o  of  picili.iti-  r.r..ccriliiiLr  in  tlip  C'olojiy  ot 
Connci-ticiit  :  awA  the  i«-i-i>tcnt  uri:i'iu-y  of  tlie  .M;i>~.  :nnli'irilif's  (uivlcr  \vl,o<e 
jiirisilirtir.!)  ihc  iicw  senlciiinit  tlifii  wasi.  a-;  .-viilrnco*!  liy  the  mniuToii-  onlf-r-;, 
wanaiit-:.  etc..  <ciit  fii  m  "thf  liay"'  to  ii -;  n'i'i\--i-iilativi<  on  tlie  Ciiiiiii'i/iicnit 
rivor.  a>  to  LMlIi'Tinir  tlu-  jirop.rly  of  Mr.  Olilliaiii.  f\n-ni,-hiiiLr  an  iii\  i-ntcuy.  etc., 
in  oriliT  to  the  |)r.p|ui-  -.etth'ment  of  hi-  c-tate  -o  -iiihlenly  left  at  loo-e  eii'N  liy  liis 
tra.Lric  ileath.  fuiin  a  nm-t  eoiiMiicinhilph-  ami  si'jniticaiit  cirijinicntary  a-  to  the  wi-e 
adniini-li  atirii  of  ci\  11   law  liv  tlie  ilder  Colenv. 
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3.  ScTi;c;iiit  (iil'trrwanls  Liciiicnaiit  )  lIonKK-r  Si:i,i.i;v  was  also  an 
owiRT  of  "a'K  riilHiv  land."  Alllioiit:!!  ir  appears  lliat  lie  licld  '"as  an 
a(!\-ciiliin'r'"  iimlfi-  William  IJa.-.-uiu  ( oi'  llassaiii),'  it  is  (|uit('  prohalili' 
that  the  latter  only  held  po.<ser.siou  (hirinii'  ,Mr.  Seelcy's  aliseiiet'  at 
Watertowii,  .Mass.,  where  he  was  tinishiiiii'  some  work  ( i)rincipally  sur- 
veyiiij;-),  which  he  had  heeii  employed  to  do  there.  ]!ond  (JIi<lori/  of 
]Vul('rloii')i )  (piite  ii^nores  him.  and  Sanhjc  fails  to  trace  him  any 
farther  tiiau  Watertowii.  JJen'.  Seeley,  howe\-er,  was  a  ]ii-iminent 
mail  in  the  Colony,  iiotahly  in  the  Peipiot  Campaijiii,  in  which  he  was 
socond  ill  coiimnuid  ;  and,  al>o,  hiier,  as  oommaiidaiit  of  the  fort  at 
Sayhi'ook.  lie  was  a  near  nei,L;lilior  of  liiudi,  on  the  east  side  o1  IJroail 
Street,  in  Welherstlidd,  and  sold  his  house  to  Matthew  Milchell,  in 
1G40-1.  lie  died  at  Klizaheth,  X.  .1.,  of  which  town  lie  was  a  llrst 
settler,  in  KU'ib. 

4.  Xatiiamki,  FooTt:.  the  lartiest  holder  of  "adventurers  land" 
has  nsnally  heen  set  down  as  a  tirsr  settler;  and,  hy  some,  as  llir  first 
settler  of  all,  a  claim  which,  however,  can  hardly  he  sustained  as 
ren-ards  any  one.  There;  is  no  prol)al)ility  that  Wetliersfield  was  ever 
iiihal)ilate(l  hy  a  .<!(Ail(iri/  white  settler.  Mr.  Foote,  with  his  sons,  IIohki^t 
and  Xatiia.mi::,,  were  of  the  pioneer  company.  They  i;<-'.,l  .,;  '^-^ 
iiou.se  on  the  east  side  of  Droad  Street,  at  its  lower  end;  and,  like  most 
of  the  other  jn-oprietors,  their  richest  landed  possessions  lay  ri^lit  in 
the  rear  of  their  respective  dwellinj^s.  The  elder  Foote  died  in  ItUl. 
aged  ahout  '>l  years,  and  was  interreil  in  the  ancient  huryin^-  ji.;round 
ill  the  rear  of  the  ineetinj>'  house.  Of  him  and  some  of  his  descendants' 
we  shall  have  more  to  say  hereafter. 

5.  Sergeant  Joiix  Sri;it'Ki.AXT),  whose  house  lot  was  on  the  west 
side  of  Eroad  Street,  ahout  where  ]Mr.  S.  W\  Piolihins  resides,  sold  it  to 


iCo)!,!.   Col.   Hrr.  1.  A-Tk  Coiu't    licKl    1st    XdV..    ]ri3(i.   S-t. 

Soi-Iy  pUe.,  r.v.  Jii!ial)-s  of  WctlicisfirUi.  dr-fts.  Tlic  Jury  rni.lc  f,,r  the  i)laintiir  that 
nee  is  to  liavc  [lioKl]  ((s  <iii  <i>hi  ntiurr  niul  as  a  man  lliat  was  in  the  (■<.iiilici(in  lliat 
]?assimi  under  whinn  In    id.i\  iiird.  was 

1st  7  In-.  Ki.'iti.  it  U  ordinal  \,y  con-.'nt  of  S-t.  ."Seedy  ])U.  a;;airi-t  llie  in- 
lial)itants  of  U\'tluTs!udd  deft,  vt  a  -Turor  -li:ill>i'  withdrawn  and  yt  the  deft,  doe 
viidcrt.ike  to  ])ic]dui't'  an  iprdci-  whro'in  t'lcy  will  make  it  aiipcav  yt  it  w.is  ordprf(l 
yt  if  tlu;  inliaiiit~  of  tlie  -aide  town  .lid  n'lt  iem<ive  wth  their  families  to  Coii- 
rcclicoti  by  the  end  of  tlii--  in>t-uil  moneth  or  els  there  wa-.  no  pi|iriely  duo  to  them 
ill  tlio  divident  of  the  lands  of  the  saiile  'J"o\\  ne  A-  yt  ye  the  hand  r,r  eon^ent  of 
the  Siiido  W'illni  15ass-.ini  is  hereunto.  And  if  the  said  ordi^r  is  not  ]iidneed  here 
to  tlip  Corto  after  this,  tlie   lidialit   are  to   pay  the   jilte.   de.maL'e--. 

It  is  possildi-  tliat  the  William  ll'iislfim.  a  lanilholder  of  Walertown.  .Mass.  who 
arrived  there  from  l-:n;:land  in  lI'iSO.  is  the  William  r>as-,um  here  mentioned.  If  so, 
he  retm-ned   to  Waterlown  prolialily  in   lii:!.j.  and  died  there  in   liiS4. 
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tlu-  linn,  (ic.r-i-  Wvliys  ..f  IhirituiM,  in  Mjrrli,  ]t;i().  JI,.  \va-  prnl.- 
;il)lv  ihc  (iwncr  of  the  •■ailvfurniv  land"  inicfiMl  l,_v  Matllicw  .Miu-licll 
in  IGIJ.  The  laflci-  licl.l  his  hin<ls  \>y  purrha.-e,  I'mui  whom  it  i-  imt 
stateil.  Sirit'khiud,  who  like  all  ihc  ••adventurers,"  eanie  from  Wal'T- 
town,  .Mas.-.,  assisti'd  .Mitchell,  who  was  wealthly,  in  iicllini;  his  catlh' 
to  \\\'therstield.  The  hitler  i^cnllcman  is  said  to  liave  eoine  from  Say- 
brook.  Strlekland  is  hdleved  to  ha\-e  -one  to  Southaniplnn.  L.  I. 
jle  was  one  of  the  -ix  cli>ni;s>cd  from  the  WaloHowu  eliur--li  in  .May. 
Kioo,  or,  a.-  Sa\-ai;c  I'eads  it.  .March,  ICoU.  Jlis  .-on  .lohn  remaiun!  in 
Wethershcld,  and  his  descenilanl-  are  iinmerous.  His  limi-e  was  on 
the  east  side  (if  the  (ireen,  next  Jlavtford  hounds,  and  was  sold  to  .Air. 
Wylly.s.' 

G.  tloiix  C'i..vi;ki;  held  "advcntnrer-  lands,"  which  he  soM  in  H'>')^. 
to  -lohn  JJohhius,  "(ientleiiiau,"  who  entered  llieiu  for  record  in  Itjfl. 
]^>otli  Dr.  iJond  and  .Mr.  Sava.ne  mention  a  John  Clarke  of  Watertown, 
jVrass.,  and  >uii])ose  him  to  he  the  "•.Mr."  Clarke  appointed  a  con>tahle 
in  ]<!;!:.';  hnt  the  latter  linally  coiKdndes  that  William,  and  not  dolni,  is 
the  '".Mr."  reJ'erre<l  to.  Dr.  ilond  had  helicNcd  that  John  was  the  Dr. 
John,  a  ])liysician,  who  went  to  llhode  Island.  Imt  finally  ahaudoncd 
this  hyiioihe.-i;-,  di.:e,  vi  rin^  tliar  that  gentlemen  ;i..-;  ..rriveil  iri  .\mer- 
ica  in  l('>;;t.  liic  i)rol)al)iliry  is  that  .lohn  Clarke  ui  \\'ether>{ield 
is  the  constahle  of  H'>-'-J.  and  that  he  came  hither  from  Watertown, 
!Ma.ss.,  in  lOot,  and  was  thus  lo>t  -ight  c-f  hy  Dond  and  Savage:  nion^  c?- 
]iccially,  as  his  name  ha.s  not  a])]jeared  in  any  imlex  of  tlie  11  I'lJirys- 
fiehi  lirainls.  Clarke  removed  to  Sayhroojc,  ]n-ior  to  liMO,  ihenee  to 
]\Iilford.  whence  lie  returned  to  Sayhrook,  from  which  jilace  he  was 
often  a  deputy  (or  magistrate)   to  the  (ieneral  (_'onrt. 

7.  Axi)i;i;w  Wai:o.  one  of  the  forinuost  men  of  the  Colony,  seem?  to 
have  left  A\'atertown,  .Mass.,  innnedia.tely  after  heing  admittid  there 
as  a  freeman,  .May,  1(I:;K"  aud  (•oiue  to  Wether-tiehl ;  or  else  .-omi>  other 
])erson,  acting  in  his  interest,  ]irece(]ed  him  to  Wethersfield  (he  fol- 
lowing in  ^lay.  l(i:5r>,  when  he  was  dismi>^ed  1'rom  the  AVatertown 
duircli)  and  took  possession  for  him,  of  twenty  acres  of  the  ''adven- 
turers land."  Prior  to  Ward's  removal  to  ]Ji])owains  (Stamford),  in 
Ki-lO,  he  sold  the  lands  to  TJohert  Iio>e,  who  already  held  the  s.inie 
amount  in  his  own  right.  He  lived  a  few  r^ds  north  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church;  iiossihlv  he  had  Oldham's  '•adventure  lands." 


1  I'.otli  Dr.  ]?(in<l  ami  Sava;^-c  seem  tn  \v.\w  been  i,-iiei;nit  nf  tlic  fait   of  Stru4<hiiiJ's 
I'fliioViil    to    l'\(|\ia\ii;. 

2  Tliovf    an-    iii(lii-;UioM>,    tliat    >oaio    were    so    iKlmillt'il    aftfv    tlicir    naiunal    to 
Coiincelir  at. 
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S.  lk(ii;j:i;i'  Kosi;,  w]u>  kft  f |).--\vi(,-li.  Knulaii-l,  in  April,  \('>-'>L  prob- 
nlily  c;inic  dircctlv  1m  \\iilnr-licM.  Ilr  was  a  iVllow  ])as^cni;cr  with 
si'Vf-ral  W'atcrlnv,  11  I'amilir.-.  ami  it  is  ;i(it  i-lcarly  as(/frtaiiic<l,  says 
IJiiiid,  "that  this  family  -i-ttl(<l  in  W'ati'i  lnuu."  Jlis  smis  Ilor.i-.iir  ami 
Joiix  wen-  with  him.  1  h-  Ava<  .uio  of  the  lavufst  i)rii;iiial  huhlcrs  of 
''advcnliu-crs  lamU."  His  Jinmrstcad  was  mi  tlii>  (>a>t  si(h,'  ui  lli'oail 
Street,  lictwcfU  Lieut.  Sci-ley's  and  Jnhn  ('larkc's.  ]|c  hecame  <i!i('  of 
the  first  -^eitlefs  nf  T'ltnket  (  IJraiiJord )  in  Kill.  Hi-  son  UmIu'I'I  re- 
mained in  Wethei'stield,  where  as  in  other  ]iarl>  of  the  Cniled  State:^, 
his  dpseeiidants  have  heeii  niinieron^. 

0.  We  \-eiitnre  to  >Ui:-:;c.-t  but  <ine  more  name,  that,  of  J.ko.n.vim^ 
CiiKSTKi;,  '■Gentleman,"  as  one  of  the  [lioiiec^rs.  With  his  name  the 
list  of  "adventurers,  is  ]io-sibly  ei.mpleto;  alihouuh  it  is  quite  ]irob- 
ablo  that  (ilhers,  who.-e  names  will  nt'ver  be  known,  aeeom]ianied  them 
hither,  as  .-nbordinate^,  servants  or  laborer>.  lint,  the  non-existence  of 
any  Wether>held  reeord^,  ]>riMr  id  ICJO,  must  limit  our  further  knowl- 
edge of  the  lirst  seltli'rs  of  the  town.  ^Ir.  C'he,-ter  pitehed  his  tent  on 
the  oast  side  of  Hr(.)ad  Street  (The  Cireen.  ""from  time  inmiem(n'iar"  ), 
a  few  rods  south  of  Abraliam  Finch's.  lie  was  well  born,  raid^in;."  ii-> 
an  Esquire,  .,^1  lhoui;h  iinl  tweui v-fnur  vears  of  uye.  '■^■■k  o"-.  .,f  tb.e 
largest  land  owners  in  tla^  new  ]ilantation.  Dr.  ]5ond,  who  would  fain 
keep  the  Watertown  settlers  there  a.-,  louii'  as  jKjssible,  says  that  .Mr. 
Clie.ster  left  Watertown  pre\'ious  to  the  makin;:'  <_iut  of  the  earliest  "list 
of  possessions  '"  '•■  '^•"  "'^  with  the  Colony  that  first  plantedi  I'yquaii" 
(Wethersfield).  lie  thinks  that  he  left  his  wife  liehind  until  after  the 
birth  of  their  first  child,  dohn.  born  August  :>ril,  f(;;b'),  and  he  adds 
"we  have  not  foutnl  this  liirth  upon  the  records""  of  Watertown.  There 
is,  however,  sncli  a  record  upon  the  Wethersfield  records  of  births 
and  deaths,  which  are  earlier  than  the  land  records,  and  it  is  possible 
that  ^Irs.  ('he>tin'  joined  her  husbaml  the  lu'.xt  seasoii,  and  that  John 
Chester  was  the  first  rJiih]  born  of  white  ]»arent<  in  ^\'etherslield.  A 
more  extended  notice  of  Mr.  Chester  v/ill  bo  found  in  connection  with 
our  Chester  Genealogy.  lie  died  in  1<;4>,  and  the  rude  stone  table  that 
covers  his  renutins.  is  the  oldest  now  remaining  in  sight  in  the  ancient 
burvinix  ground  of  Wether.-iield. 

10.  WiT.i.iAM  SwA\xi:,  "Gentleman."  al-o  held  "adventure  lands, 
but  ]irobal)ly  came  to  Weihersticld  not  earlier  than  l'i."0,  ami  then  took 
tli(>  land  of  .ioii.x  OLiiii.\.\r,  ilecea^ed.  Jle  rem<:i\ed  to  r<ranf(]rd  in 
1G44. 

These  ten  men,  known  on  thc'  Welhersfield  records  as  "adveiilurers," 
i.  c,  occtipants  of  land  not  deri\'ing  th.eir  titles  from  the  town — were. 
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citlior  ill  jKTsoii  or  l)_v  iv])rc'S{'ntari()ii,  tlic  Skti  i.i;i;s  df  1(1:]4,  mnl  wciv 
all  from  Walcrtuwn,  ^huss. 

Additio.nai.  Si:-n  i.i:i;.s  Pimoi:  to  liMl.  The  forogoiiig  iiaiiird  per- 
sons imr  only  caiiie  frnm  Walmnwii,  ]\la>s.,  hut  had  Ikvh  prnprictnrs  of 
hiiKJ  ill  thai  iilaiitatinii,  then  mily  in  the  fuiirlli  year  uf  its  exisleiiee. 
They  were,  praetieally,  only  I'eiiioving  from  one  wihlei'iiess  to  another, 
and  can  not  bo  said  to  lunc  heeii  wholly  imaceustoiiied  t<>  the  hardships 
iiK'ident  to  frontier  life.  In  the  two  oiisnini;-  years,  the  iiiiiuIm  r  of 
colonists  eini^uralinn-  from  Watertowii  to  \\'('tliei-slirld  was  con^idcrahly 
iiu-reased.  Some  of  these  now  comers  were  "jiroprietors,"  oijior.-.  were 
not.  A  list  ot  tlu-se,  so  far  as  is  known,  has  ncx'er  heeii  i^ivcii  ;  and, 
lincpiestionahly,  in  .-;ieh  a  list,  it  would  he  diiiicnlr  to  avoid  iiududinii' 
the  names  of  s.mie  who  came  from  other  [ilaees.  Tlie  ilitneii!t\-  arises 
from  Iho  fact  that  the  "Watertowii  (.Mass.)  records  do  not  contain  the 
names  of  all  the  settlers  there,  not  even  of  all  the  ncdrs  of  full  a-e.  and 
the  Werhersfhdd  I'ecords  arc  even  moi-e  faulty  in  this  respeet.  Indeed. 
the  nx'ords  of  the  V(.tes  of  the  latter  town,  as  well  as  r,f  its  church,  arc 
entirely  lo.-t,  as  to  all  transactions  jn-ior  to  KUs,  '..wi  ;.,,  i.,,j,|  ..(.^(ji.,]^; 
oiuy  iieuui  ai  lufO.  oiieli  of  I'ue  names  of  the  tirsr  settlers  ot  W  etliers- 
field  as  are  -iveu  in  liond's  Jlislonj  of  Wa/crloim,  Mas.s-.,  are  here- 
with ]iresented — a  part  of  these  came  hither  in  IG;]"),  others  in  the  vear 
followinc: : 


Ahbot.  TJohert.  Palmer,  ITcnry. 

I'enjamin,  Caleh.  Palmer,  AVilliain. 

IJates,  Pu.hert.  Pierce,  John  (  ?). 

Petts,  llo-er.  Pierce.  Edward  (  ?). 

Clarke,   Samuel.  Ixaynor,  Thurston, 

foe.  IJohert.  Peyiiolds,  ,7ohn, 

Dent'iu,    Rlv.  IJiehard.  Peynolds,  llohert. 

])i.\,  ]>eoiKn-d.  Secley,  (Lieut.),  IJohert. 

Goodrich.e!  (iiitteriL; ),  John  )  Sherman,   Kdniond. 

Goodrielio,  William.  \               Sherman,  Samuel,         } 

If    11      7    1  CM                        i>             T     T           ■Suns  of  Eiliiiond. 

Jlajl,  .lohn.  Slierman.   llev.   .].ihn,  \ 

Ilulihard.  (Icor^e.  .Swayne,   William.   ••Gent." 
llulihard,  Sauiuel    (.-on  of  Georiz-e)  Smith,    Samuel. 

.Tones,  ],e\vis  (  ().  Thom.son.  John. 

]Jverniore.  dohn.  Wcede,   Jonas. 

]\ra.son,   JCdward.  Wliifiiiore,  'i'lioinas. 
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Tlie  follnwiiii;-  lire  the  )iaiiics  of  dddilioiml  sclllfrs,  ncnrly  nil  from 
j)lac('s  (illitr  than  WalcitDwn ;  some  dirccllv  iVdiii  l'>iii;laii(l  ;  iu<>st  of 
tliciii  caiiu'  lictwceii  KJ.'KI  and   HiKI,  nunc  lalcr  lliaii  Hi  IT). 

'Jlidsc  tlnis  niark''d   ■•"  are  not  funnd   in   -Indite  A<lanis'  list,   as  jmli- 

iislicd  in  tlic  M vinonul  J/islari/  (jf  JIarl jUrd  C'oiiuli).  hnl  a])]K'ar  in  his 
nianu>('ri[it : 

Adams,  'J'liunias.  Evans  (  K\ain'e),  Jdhn, 
llcldcu  (  IV'lding),  JJichard.  ''Gcnllcinan.'' 

Bell,  Franfis.  Plcd'hcr,  .Idhn. 

Bonrdnian  (liorcman),  Samiifl,  Ju-rris,  Jctlii'V. 

perhaps  Hi-!  1.  Gardner,  Samuel. 

BcK^sy  (I)its(.y),  Janirs.  Gihbs,  John. 

Bradiield  ( l>roa<lrioldj,  Leslie,  Gi])bs,  Grej^'ory. 

(1G42   ?)•  Graves,   Isaac. 

]-)nnidisli,  .lohn.  Graves,  .lohii. 

]>Mrro\vs  (  liurvuni^hs),  IJuhert,  Graves,  Xatlianitd. 

1042.  Gihlersleeve,  Kichard. 

Butler,  AVilliatn.'"  Hale,  Samuel. 

Carriiu'.toii    .]l^>■<^  llolli.-Mii,   ^  iJeiu.j   .John,  ](J14. 

Cnttel  (Caflin),  dohn.  Ilnyt,  Walu-r. 

C^happcl,  Georiic  Jluvllmrt,  'rimmas. 

GhapjK'l,  Gcorpe,  2nd.  Irelaud,   Samuel. 

Chaplin.  Clement,  Buliiig  Elder.  dayger  (Gaiicr),  Jeremy. 

Chnrohill,  dc.siah.  Jessup   (.lesiope),  John. 

Cole,  James,  2nd.  Jo7-dan, . 

Coleman,  'J'hoinas.  Jennings,  Joslum. 

Comstoek,  William.  Kilbourn.  Thomas. 

Cross,  William,  1G44  (  I).  Killxmni,    (Sgt.),   John, 
Curtis,    John.  son  of  Thomas. 

Curtis,  Thomas.  Latimer,  John,   ItVinf  '(). 

IVmiug.   John.  Law,  Iviehai'd. 

Dickinson,   Xathaniel.  Lilly,  Jrihn. 

Dickinson,  Johu,  ]>ongdon,   .Vndrev/,   ini.'3. 

son  of  ^Xathaniel.  .Miller,  Jnlm. 

Doty  (Dote).   Daniel.  .Mills  (?>II!e-),    (Jicliard. 

Edwards,   John.  .Mitehell,    .Matthew. 

Edwards.  Thonnis,  son  of  John.  .Moreeoek,  .Xicholas. 

El^eu,  Alnali;nn.  IMorehonse,   Thomas. 

Elscn,   John.  .\orthend,  John. 

brother  of      Abraham.  Norton,  I'raneis. 
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Xott,  (S-t.)  .Inlni.  Toylnr,  Willinui. 

Parke,   Kohcrt,   "•.Mr."  Tinker,   C'apt.   .Inlm. 

Parke,  'I'lidiiuis.  Tracv  ('J'riiee),  l.iciil.  'J'lios. 

Parke.    IJicliar<l,    Id!:'..'-'  Te]>])iiiii-  (  Tnpjiin,  'rapiiaii  j, — - 

Pnulileii,    (IJev. )    IVler.  TvvM,   K'ielianl. 

Prielianl   (  l'rii;i(rite),  Jfoiier,  Treat,   (  l.ienh  )    lliclianl,  Jr. 

ir.-IL>(  0.  rti'nrd  (niurl),  Tlios. 

Pawliiis    (  IJawliii;;.-,   llnllin^),  \'ere,    Kdwai'd. 

Jasper.  Ward,   (iint   Andrew),  lijishaiid  of 
Jvieliells,  Siiiisiimiid.  Joyce. 

luililiius,  dnhii,   ■■(leiitleiiiaii."  Ward,  doliu,   son  of  Andrew  (  i). 

Kogers,  AVilliani.  Waddanis   (  W'adliam  ),  .lolni. 

Poot,   Jolin.  Waterlionse,  Jaeoh. 

Saddk'r,   dolm.  Westell  (Wastoll ),  .John. 

Seott,   P.jward.  Wescott   (Waslroatj,   Kieliard. 

Seaman,  ,l..lin.  Wells,   (Ens.)    Iluiili. 

Sensien  (Scnrion).  Mattliias,  Whitw.iy,    TlMinia.--. 

probably   SI.    .lohn.  Wicks   (Weeks),  'J'honias. 

Sherwood,  Thomas.  Williams,   Matthew. 

Sinitli.  (Tiev.  )    iJenrv.  Wolcolt,  (Jeoriie. 
Smith,  Sanmel.  1  perhaps  not  until  KMO. 

CI       •   1       -rii   •!•  f     Sciisoflffv.  Henry.  i       i^i  i 

Smith,  Plnlip.     J  Wood,   Edinond. 

Standisli,  I'homas.  Wood,  Joiuis,  son  of  Ednioiid. 

Stoddard,   dolni.  Wood,  Jonas,   ilnd. 

Taintor,  Charles.  Wright,  'J'hoiuas. 

Talcott,  Capt.  Samuel.  Yates,  Francis. 

Tliis  list,  intended  to  include  only  those  vho  ^\•ere  lieads  of  families, 
is  as  nearly  complete  as  existing  data  enables  us  to  make  it. 

The  Pi.ACK  OF  First  Skxtltoikx']- — PvcjiAro.  Our  next  inquiry 
concerns  llio  place  of  the  first  .settlement  here  in  Welherstlold.  It  was  nii- 
doubtcdly  within  that  small  sectiou  of  the  ])resent  town  known  to  the 
first  settlers  by  its  Indian  name  of  PuquaiKi  ( Pji/jvaiiiih  ;  J'd'jitinKf/ :  h\ 
Indian  deeil  tfi  Wetliersfield,  liiTl.  J'ii(l,-(/i/iofj)  or,  as  ])r.  ,1.  llannnond 
Trumbidl  says,  it  >honld  be  spelled  /'(h'lui-cjilrr.  Aceording  {o  the  same 
.authority,  the  meaning  of  the  word  is  "cleared  land" — '"(tpen  country" — 
which  scons  probable  A;ben  we  consider  the  n.itural  mellowness  and 
fertility  of  the  soil  (d'  this  part  of  ^Vetherstiel(],  and  the  fact  that  it 
was  unexcelled  as  .i  planting  ground  for  the  "rmlian  corne"  cultivated 
by  tk.e  natives.     The  paitieidar  tract  wliiidi  gave  the  name  to  the  larger 
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soctioii,  wiis  pn-lialilv  known  in  l';W»,  ;h  rhc  ••A<lvcnlurc'r's  Lamls," 
also  as  "Tlie  Cr.-ai  J^lain"  an-l  •Tlio  Liitlr  Vlain"  Uuljoining  Groat 
J'laiii  on  llic  .-(Muli)  :  iliese  uanio^  l.eiiii:-  rctaini'tl  unto  tlir  jn-.-cnt  ilay. 
In  its  lariiest  i-M<'Ut  we  >lH;.nl.l  >ay  lliaT  r_v.]nau-  (llu-  nio>t  (.'oninion  or- 
tliHii-rapliy  of  the  word)  \va>  l)oun(U>l  norilicrlv,  jiarily  liy  Siirl:iaini  or 
Sicaor;;/  ( Ilartfoid  ).  or  l-m  a  iiulu  >ejiaratiMl  ihcrcfroni ;  ami  ])anly 
Ijy  a  l>L'n<l  in  tin-  ('on)itrticut  lliwr.  now  .-alliil  •■'llir  Cove;"  easterly 
by  the  Conneet  ii'u;  Jiiver,  separariiiLr  ir  fioni  lloeeannni,  Xanlinc  and 
tlio  Island,  snl.se(inenily  known  as  ••Wriiilir'^  Inland  ;"  eoutlierly  hy  lauds 
Jiow  in  l{<ieky  lliU.  separaiin--  it  from  .MartaUe~eek  fMiddletown)  ; 
Avestei']\,  l>y  the  ridiie  of  trap  I'ock.  which  is  an  exti'iisioii  voiuherly 
of  the  Stuno  Pit  llidac  of  Hartford,  and  al-nu'  on  the  sunnnif  of  whieh 
the  mad  on  Wolcoti  Hill  extends,  and  it  enihrai-.-d  a  ]iart  of  lloeeannni, 
whieh  lay  on  hotli  .^des  of  the  river.  TIiom-  familiar  with  the  town  will 
reeognize  this  deseriiuion  as  iiudn-ive  of  the  area  eovere(l  hy  the 
]>resent  villaiie,  vrith  a  eonsiderahle  margin  around  it.  Exactly  what 
jxirt  of  thi.>  was  first  hiiilt  uimui  can  Jiot  now  he  determined.  nidc~-<  we 
assume  that  <lweHii<.i;-  houses  emeretl  f..)-  reeoi'd  in  l<'iMl  (the  earlic-t 
record  extant).  oceu])ied.  in  p-eneral.  the  sites  of  the  first  liou-e-  h\ult 
in  the  .seuicment.  In  thar  on^-e.  w^  iraty  .-:.y  with  ...iiainiy  that  tiie 
oldest  settled  ])art  of  Wethersfield  is  that  traversed  hy  liroad  Strf'Ct. 
Loth  sides,  and  Iliiih  (or  Z\Iain  Street  fnun  the  Couere^atiomil  meelin<r 
house  iiorthcrly)  both  sides,  until  it  oauie  to  the  river  ('now  "The 
Cove"),  and  the  east  end  of  Fort,  now  Prison  Street,  both  sides. 

This  nrraniiement.  ]iraetically.  maile  two  cominunitit'S.  or  neiuhbor- 
lioods,  in  close  pniximity,  Ijut  sulricieuTly  di-linet  to  form  what  niiiibt 
be  dcsigiiated  the  Ili^ili  Street,  and  the  iJroad  Street  fpiarters  of  the 
sottlenient.  There  is  no  ^ood  I'ca-ou  fur  si-qn'osiuii-  (as  does  Mr.  Ifoze- 
kiali  Beldeu,  in  his  manu-erii>ts),  that  the  fiv>X  settlers  sj)ent  their  fir.-t 
season  here  on  *"Pol;e  Hill,"  wliich  \vas  not  only  uninvitinu'  in  a]ipear- 
ajice,  but,  in  fact,  was  n<it  in  AVethersfleld,  but  in  Hartford  bounds.^ 

Ixiuax  Owxi:i:s  ot--  this  Ti:i;i;itmi;v.  ri/'jU'inq  and,  indeed,  all  the 
land  from  Snouf/'j.  or  Hartford,  <'n  tlie  in'rih,  to  some  distance  Ixdow 


1  I'ol.c  lan.  Mo>l  of  liio  Icirli  L'rouml  Xo  \\\nc}\  ibi-  liuiiio  \va>  jrivmi,  v.a>  in  Hart- 
ford to\vn-lii|).  it  Ixini:  a  liulo  North  ami  East  i>f  t!;.-  iirp<('nl  Fnilv  I'.riL'i-.  In 
Uli)0,  \Vfthcr<licKl  clio-o  •Iiuiatliaii  lliiiniiL.'.  a  survey. ir.  it'nat  i~.  a  !ii;iliuMy  in- 
fjn'ctor)  for  ■■J'ok  Hill."  It  is  jjossil.lc,  if  not  iiroljal.l.-.  tljat  thi-  >iaiiic  is  lait  an- 
otlier  form  of  •/i'o/^im'"'  i.  r.  ■■\k\yc  or  ili-aic ■!."  It  aifinars  in  si'viral  names:  as  in 
Pyiinaiig-.  Sati'iiiioke.  Po(|noi!noc-l<,  etc.,  a~  inJicatfil  l>y  Dr.  .f.  Haninmnd  Trunilniirs 
htihnn  \ami-S  in  Conn(i:tir\it. 
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the  Milt  I  al  )(■>(•(•]<  (iiiiw  ill  M  iddlclown  )  on  tlic  snutli,  is  said  to  have  l)ccu 
under  llio  ddniiniini  of  one  ^uirliciKj  (or  Snlifa'^c),  souict  iuics  called 
Sc'(inin,  a  eliiefiif  llie  ^^'enl;■nnks.'  DeFtJi-esl  {llislnnj  Indians  of  Cun- 
ncciiciit)  makes  SiJictui  tlie  name  and  Srqiiin  the  title  of  this  chief; 
and  {'(msidei's  that  llie  latter  is  ei|nivalent  to  that  of  "saeliein."  AVhen 
first  met  liy  the  whites,  lie  was  living  at  l'v(|iian;j,',  as  he  urohahly  did 
when  he  sold  the  land  to  the  iihmlefs;  hnt,  in  Itloi!,  or  soon  after  his 
i[nan'el  willi  llnan  he  rcmo\C(|  to  .Maltahe.-eek,  whefe  (  aeeoi'diiii;-  lo  Dr. 
J''ie!d  and  others),  he  had  a  fort  on  the  liii;h  ground  in  the  west  ])arl  of 
the  iii'oent  City  of  M  iddlelou  ii,  at  a  ]ilaeo  still  known  as  Indian  Fort. 
Some  (d"  his  Middietown  lands  he  i^ave  to  (lov.  Ilavnes,  and  his  son 
i\roiitowese  (or  Alantowese)  sold  a  traet  of  land  ten  miles  loiiij;  and 
tliirteeii  hroad  lyin:;'  northerly  of  (^uiiini|Mai'  (New  IfaNcn)  to  Thecj- 
phihis  Katou  ami  dohn  1  )aven])ort,  in  Ki^lS.  It  is  notieeal)le  that  in  an 
ai;,'rceinent  {Xric  Jlarcii  Col.  llrr.  1 ,  7>)  made  and  sigmnl  hy  him  at  this 
time,  lie  is  railed  the  son  of  "a  sacdiem  living  at  Mattahe/.eck"  and  ''a 
nephew  to  Si'ijuin.""  This  v,oidd  seem  to  indicate  that  Soliciuj  and 
8e<ptin  were  not  the  same  person>.  In  l('i(12,  Se|iunnemo  and  other 
chiefs  sold  tlie  remaining  land  in  Mi<ldletown  to  Samuel  ^\'yllys  and 
others,  reser\  iiig  •AM  acres  for  the  ludrs  of  Solicmj.  on  rl"'  '>;i-;t  <\Ar.  ,)f  ilir^ 
river.  A  similar  reservation  for  Saireati  (or  Sawsouuk)  had  heen  made 
on  the  we.-t  side  of  the  river,  where  Xewfiel'l  in  .Middletown  now  is. 
Tliere  ari',  also,  other  indications  to  he  hereafter  menlioiK'd,  that 
Solicng  and  Sequin  were  Aro///c;w.  (See  rJuiplcr  on  Induui  J'liveliase-s.) 
From  tlieso  circumstances  it  may  he  inferred  that  Soirhra(j  was  a 
wealthy  and  powerful  saidiem,  and  somewhat  ad\'aneed  in  years,  wdieii 
he  bargaini'il  witli  the  iir>t  jdanters  of  J'yciuaug.  AVhether  ho  was 
related  to  Sequasseii  (Sewassen  or  Suuck(piassen),  sachem  of  Hart- 
ford, does  not  a])]X'ar.  lie  has  sometimes  been  erroneously  confounded 
with  the  latter.  When  he  died  is  not  known.  His  son  'J'arranniggas 
succeeded  to  his  ^lalVaheseck  and  Pyqunug  titles.  From  such  sources 
as  are  at  present  accessible,  we  may  inf<'r  that  Sowheag,  as  early  as  10;3S, 
was  residing  at  ^lattabe.-sett — perha]>s  in  the  section  at  or  near  what  is 
now  Eeckley  Quarter,  in  the  great  cnr\(>  of  the  stream  of  thar  name.  That 
Sowheai;c,  later,  at  least,  li\"t'd  in  .Xewlield,  in  Middletown;  that  he  died 


'  Tliis  tril)e  ])o^>e>seil  n  (loinnin  wlin-,p  tjoiiiiils  liavc  never  been  prreisply  defined. 
The  \Voiij;um  royioii  iiielinlod  a  CDiisidcraljlf  pa  it  (if  the  ])rescnt  Clialliam  and 
South  GIaston!)ury,  and  tnok  )i<  name  from  tlio  preaL  Lend  in  the  Conncetieut 
River  at  Middletnwn.  15iit  nioniltois  of  the  trilie  iiMiahited  the  Mattaltosett  roirifdi, 
whicli  inchidcd  tlie  Smil  liwc-ti'iii  part  of  \VethiT>lifM  and  tliore  seems  to  liave  been 
a  sul)tribe,  or  cdaii,  tcnnMii  as  the  Mattabesctts. 
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there  befune  IGGl';  that  his  .siurcssor  was  'J'arrainuggas,  who  died  hcforo 
1705,  on  the  reservation  in  J\Ii(hlleto\vn ;  iliat  nio.st  of  the  Wongunks 
withdrew  to  th(^  reservation  at  Woni^nni  (now  Chatliaui),  of  300  acres 
set  apart  tu  the  licirs  of  Sowhcaii,-  in  ItiT.'];  and  that  the  reiimant  became 
extinet  s(K>n  after  1774,  the  luiinbcu"  of  survivors  being  tlien  less 
thoii  forty,  are  faets  that  may  be  pretty  confidently  accepted. 

Turraninggas  was  snceccdcd  by  bis  scjii  PcctuosJi.  who  was  sachem 
in  170G,  and  then  living  at  Wonguni.  Wlicn  he  dieil  is  not  known,  or 
whether  he  left  lineal  descendants.  His  snccessor  and  the  last 
of  the  dynasty  was  Cushaij,  who  (HcmI  before  1705,  at  which  time  his 
widow  7'//,-c  was  still  living,  but  aged  and  iniirni. 

In  Jannary,  1G59,  there  was  living  at  AVcthersficld  a  sachem,  "kins- 
man of  Uncas,"  the  sachem  of  the  ]\lohegans.  Sucli  he  called  himself, 
or  is  called,  in  a  deed  of  his  interest  in  Xeqianke  (in  East  lladdam) 
to  liichai'd  Lord.  The  record  shows  that  Joshnah,  Seaind'ce's  daughter, 
was  a  witness  to  the  deed  of  Turram^iggas  and  other  people,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1G71.  It  is  possilile  that  iScannli  and  i^cmiaii  are  variations  of 
the  same  name.  Our  belief  is  that  Scanali  lived  at  Xayaug,  now 
Sonth  Glastonbury.  ^Vlu•n  Glastonbury  became  a  town  in  IG'.to,  it  is 
probable  that  tliat  scetion  fontaiped  nearly  all  the  Lidiaus  remaining 
in  Wethersfield.  indeed,  there  had  })robably  been  an  influx  of  Eastern 
Indians  into  that  region,  after  the  Xarrnganseit  caiupaign  of  1070. 
In  February,  1070,  ^Ir.  John  ]Iollister,  son  of  Lieut.  John,  then 
deceased,  invited  the  Woiigum  Indians  to  assist  him  in  building  a 
"fort"  at  Xayang,  where  he  was  then  living;  and  it  is  supposed  that 
they,  being  afraid  of  the  Xarragansetts,  aided  in  the  constrnction  of  a 
defensive  Avork  on  lied  Hill,-  and  this  became  the  seat  of  those  there- 
after called  the  l\ed  Hill  Indians.'' 


1  Although  Sowheag's  succossor  wa*  Tarraniai;,L:;i<,  ho  Irft  other  children,  among 
whom  was  Sepanamaw  {"squaw")  :  and,  in  the  1071  deed  to  Wethersfield,  Spcunno, 
(Scpunneuio?)  Xaboticc,  Wreshuinpsic  and  Waphanke  arc  called  his  heirs.  A 
sister  of  his  was  the  mother  of  !Manto\\ese,  and  il  was  in  her  ricrht  that  the  latter, 
in  1G38,  fonveycd  a  part  of  the  Qiiinnipiac  region  to  the  Xew  Haven  settlers.  The 
murk  of  Tarrannig;;as  to  this  deed  was  a  hatchet:  that  of  Mantowesc  was  a  drawn 
bow  and  arrow.     This  latter  was,  al*o,  in  one  case,  a  mark  used  by  Tarrannig,:;as. 

'Kkd  lliLi.. — This  hill  of  sand,  of  a  reddish  col(jr.  in  South  Gla-tonburv,  bears 
this  name  in  a  deed  of  Hugh  Wells  to  Daniel  Rose,  Dec.  3rd,  1003.  It  was  on  the 
Mitchell  tract  of  900  acres,  at  Nayaug. 

•Barber's  Hist.  Collections  of  Connrcticut,  edition  p.  .5.50,  gives  the  following 
account  of  these  Indians,  furnished  to  !Mr.  Barber  by  Gideon  Welles,  Esq.,  later 
known  as  Secretary  of  tlie  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Tradition  tells  of  a  brave  trilie  of  aborigines  which  occupied  a  position  a  little 
South  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  knov.n  by  the  name  of  the  Bed  Hill  Indians.     They 


1835358 


INDIAN     NAMKS    IX     WKTHERSKIKLD.  JJ 

That  Iiuliaiis  oitlifr  dwelt  at,  or  frcqiU'iitcd  Pyquaug,  is  very  ovidout 
from  thoir  inijikiuonts  of  ■war,  the  cha^o,  douicv^tic  use,  etc.,  whi(.-li  have 
hoeii  fuiuul  (111  the  i>lut  wliirh  the  r^eltlor?  selected  fur  their  burying 
ground.  'Jlieir  favorite  liaunis  seem  to  have  been  in  the  south  part 
of  the  townshi]).  near  Iloeky  Hill  line,  nmsily  in  the  tract  included 
■within  the  forks  of  J5eaver  and  Golfe's  Ih'ooks;  al>o,  on  the  lower  end 
of  the  Great  Plain,  near  Peaver  I'l-nok;  al.~o,  further  up  the  stream,  on 
Goffe's  ];rouk,  v.hrre  it  is  known  as  ]Mill  ilruok.  In  these  localities,. 
beaver  and  other  game,  as  -well  as  fi?h,  abovmded  and  the  soil  \vas- 
mellow,  fertile  and  easily  cultivated,  ^lany  relics,  Indian  ■wea[>ons, 
etc.,  of  various  patterns  and  kinds  of  stone,  even  hatchets  and  ti>ma- 
hawks  of  greenstone  trap,  have  been  found  there  down  to  the  present  day. 

Imiiax  >sam];.s  oi'  LocAi.iiiKs  i.\  A\'i,Tiii:t;siii;m).  We  may  here 
properly  consider  the  original  Iiulian  tunncnclaivrc  of  this  town,  of 
which  enough  is  still  preserved  (especially  on  the  east  side  of  the  river) 
to  serve  as  mementoes  of  the  Tied  .Men.  These,  for  convenience,  we 
have  arranged  al]'liabctically.  Tlio-e  marked  thus  "  are  localities  in- 
cluded in  the  part  added  to  AVether>rield  in  107-j,  by  the  extension  of 
its  line  three  miles  to  the  eastward.  1  ^5  '^Q  f::  Qr-' 

were  a  branch  of  tlie  Peqiiots,  and  bciweon  Ihciii  and  the  Moliawks  there  wore  \ni- 
sparing  and  relcntles-  liostilities.  The  I'ed  Hills  had  a  fort  on  a  very  procijiilous 
hill,  which  was  stronjjly  fortified  on  the  east,  but  towards  the  river  on  the  west, 
the  bcsiffrcd  relied  jirincipally  on  large  logs  and  stones  which  they  rolled  dowTi  up- 
on thiir  enemies  if  thty  attenipttd  to  ascend  the  eminence.  Spies  and  friendly 
Indians  informed  the  Kcd  Hills  of  the  advance  of  tlieir  enemies,  who  immediately 
gathered  their  women  and  children  within  the  fort;  and,  on  several  occasions, 
made  a  gallant  defence,  repelling  tlie  ^Mohawks  with  great  loss.  At  length  the 
Mohawks  whose  numbers  greatly  exceeded  those  of  the  Ked  Hills,  and  who  had 
usually  made  tluir  nio-t  des])erate  cfTort  by  trjing  to  ascend  the  liili,  resorted  to 
Btrategem. 

Word  came  to  tlie  Ked  Hills  that  the  Mohawks  were  coming,  and  they  gathered 
their  tribe  within  tlicir  furt.  But  the  !Mohawk=  did  not  make  their  appearance, 
and  after  waiting  for  some  time  iu  vain,  the  Red  Hills  despatched  a  small  party- 
lip  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  Xear  the  upper  part  of  East 
Windsor  or  Enfield,  the  jiurty  struck  upon  a  trail,  which  they  followed  in  a  south- 
easterly direction,  until  they  came  to  the  head-waters  of  Roaring  Brook,  at  !Min- 
naehang  mountain.  Here  all  traces  ceased.  Xo  trail,  nor  track,  nor  scent  could 
be  found.  Subsequent  events  showed  that,  at  this  point,  the  Mohawks  had  entered 
the  stream,  and  (tliut  they  might  not  be  traced)  had  waded  do^^^l  the  entire  dis- 
tance to  mar  its  nioiilb.  where  were  the  fort  and' village  of  the  Red  Hills.  The 
scheme  was  sueccssiu],  the  hapless  Red  Hills  were  surprised  and  ex])erienccd  more 
than  savage  vengeance.  The  ^Mohawks  spared  not  one  of  the  race.  This  horrid 
butchery  is  said  to  have  taken  place  about  the  period  when  the  whiles  first 
emigrated  to  Connecticut.  Although  they  had  no  part  in  this  tragedy,  the  bloody 
legend  was  reniembciij  and  told,  and  tlie  froward  cliihl  was  often  subdued  by  the 
terrify  ill"  exclamation    'ihe  Moliawks  are  coming." 
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Avia))iianl()il-siicl-. — "The  Iddk-out  jihicc  at  the  liTook" — lloariiii^ 
-Brook  (  0- 

.Aniolicsfll. — Sdiiit  iiiirs  cdiiti-ai-tcd  \n  Ilc-dt  I'laiiis,  was  in  tlio  smitli- 
'Oni  ami  cciilral  part  nf  ilu'  pn-si'iit  Km'kv  J I  ill  tuwii-lii]). 

Jlorcaiiiiiii. — (Oil  lintli  <iil('S  o{  the  ri\XTj — "a  liook." 

*Ko)i(jsri(lt.  —  ( (■i;iTupt('il  to  Skuiikscnt  ).  a  iiidiintaiii  raiiiiv  iM.-t  uf 
(he  oeiitre  nf  (ilasldnliury  ;  "at  the  hill,"  nr,  as  I  )r.  'ri'imibull  puis  it, 
''the  lii;j,h  plaei'."  (  liapiu  says  {lilusl.  Ccnl.  7)  :  "lu  all  early  reedi-ds, 
called  K()iij;seut,  no  duuhl  deri\'ed  fnmi  Jli^itcL'.sil ,  si^iiifviiii;-  (jousc 
counlnj.  (  Ilniiii',  (j(jf)s('.  Aiisit,  tir  sit.  jihtcc  of  cuuiitri/.  11.  M' .  SO,  s7  )  ; 
where  the  hi^h  ])nri])itnns  ledi;es  atlni-dcd  a  secure  ri'treat  I'nr  wild 
gecsc  ill  suiiiiuer,  uliile  the  eh-nr  and  limpid  waters  of  Dtatnond  Pu)id, 
lying  just  lieymid,  furnished  the  necessary  means  for  their  reereatii>n 
and  ciiiiifort.'' 

MahaiiUuKDihicl-suclc. — "Ontlet'"   ((if  a   pmid    I). 

Mcndunniocl,-. — (  In  the  Cunnecf icnt  Kiver,  kiinwn  as  Wright's  Is- 
land)— '"the  Island  i)lai'e."     (See  A])iiendix  III.) 

Matlahcsrif. — (  ,Massal)eset,  Matlaheseek)  "Grfnif  "I^.rf^Mk"— partly 
in  Wethersfield. 

j\lawiwiiliicJi\ — '"The  look-out   place." 

McsJtomasic. — (Sometimes  Sumer.'^ic)  accrirding  to  Dr.  Chapin's 
inter[)retation,  '"a  place  of  great  l•attlesllake^ ;"  a  mountain  partly  in 
Eastlniry,  partly  in  C'hatham. 

^'MittncchaiKjh. — (^^linnechng) — "iruckli'lieriw  Hill,"  a  high  eleva- 
tion in  the  noi-theast  part  of  Kastbury  jiarish. 

N a uh II (■},■.- — (Xabocke) — according  to  Dr.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull, 
''tlooiled,  or  fivertiowed  lamls."  The  name  ai)]ilies  to  a  tract  bounded 
north  liy  Iloccaniim  and  ]iarlly  by  the  (then)  Ilarii'ord  bounds;  e  i,-t 
by  the  ujiland  or  foot  hills  (  .\ip<ic  Hills  and  \\'as>uc  or  Assawasseii) 
of  the  present  Cilastoiibury ;  ^(.utb  by  Koaring  llrook  and  \aying; 
west  by  the  Connecticut  River.  I'robably  the  Indians  who,  witli  llit> 
permission  of  the  whites,  formed  a  .settlement  there  shortly  before  lilol, 
gave  it  this  name.  Dr.  Trumbull  suguests  its  ori^iiril  fonu  as  If'iirti'iuc. 
It  has  been  i;-enerallv  known   in  later  davs  as  '■Xaubue  Farms." 


1  'J'liis  iiiinio  fir>^t  ;\|)]K>;ir-;  of  rcrnril,  Oetnlirr  •J.'iil.  KiiiT.  wlicii  Sanuicl  riar.liMT, 
tlioii  of  Ilaillry,  Ma'^s.,  but  "■soinot inn'  of  \Vctlicr~liclcr'  or  ■■lInri-aiHini  siL.'-!i'il  a 
certilicat.-  to  this  cllVot.  ttiat.  in  lCi."il  or  'r,l.  he  lia<l  >t.l.l  to  \\ill  f;il.l)on<.  of  I!  irl- 
fonl,  all  lii-i  lamls  at  •'Xaillnirk"  formerly  Ix'ioiiu'inu'  1"  Xatliaiiirl  I'ooi,'  (of  Wrlli-r- 
liclil).      In   a   iIcimI   of  'I'lio.    Kdwards   to   Saniui-l    ISoarilmaii.   -Ian.   •(,    1(171.   (lie    name 
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J\'r(//rt(/'/.- -  (  Snincl  iiiics,  Xiiv.iki'  ill  \\'(lli(i\^/icl(l  LfUid  Jicc),  was 
iiiiislly  a  icililr  iic;iilnw,  linmi'lrd  iLMi-:li  hy  Jfoarinii-  IJniok  (Sturi:,('ui\ 
]ii\'cr  (111  l)i'.  ('li:iiiiir>  Imliaii  uiaji  lA'  (ila.^tdiiluiry  )  ;  casl  Ijv  Mcs- 
liniiia>ir;  smilli  \>y  \\'iiii_uiiiii  nr  Wnii^uiik  (iii<isll\  williiii  M  iildlclciwii 
IxiuihIsj  ;  wolcrly  li_v  llic  n\rr.  The  naiiii',  a<'i-'irilint_v  !<•  1  )r.  'Jriniiliull, 
indica'lc^  ""the  )i.>iiit"'  or  "ciinicr"  rcrci-riiiij,'  l<<  llic  an,:;li'  foriiicil  \>\  tlur 
juiifl  i'Hi  (if  liiiaiiiiL;  r>ri"il<  w  illi  tlic  ( 'niinci-l  ii-nt  liixcr. 

"X ijisicl,-. — (Xiiisiic)  "'tlic  ]i'ii.l  place, '"  ihdii^jli  iiiil  iiiclmliMl  williiii 
tlic  iiinst  aiiciciil  Ixinnds  nf  W'cihcr-licM  (  Imt  in  llic  cxlcnsidii  tlicrciif 
of  inT."!)  was,  aci'oi-iliiii:'  In  Hr.  ('lia|iin  {d'htsl.  ('cult  ini'ial.  p.  jS)  an 
clcvatcil  ])lat('au,  iirar  tlic  ccnirc  nf  llic  prc.-cnl  ( ila.-liuiliiirv,  within 
wbifli  was  a  jxiihI,  iinw  a  imu'I,  ca.llcil  JIc^l  Spriiii;,  I'mm  whicli  it  t(i<ik 
aiul  St  ill  retains  its  name. 

J'alii'llHHsir. — ( Pciiaiisic )  is  tlic  name  of  what  is  kiiuwn  in  the  rccnnls 
as  ''J-Jare  Hill,"'  near  the  Clialham  line.  1  )f.  ("lia]un  tn  wlinm  we  are 
indc'htod  fur  this  name,  says  that  tlw^  land  eonveyed  Uy  'riiumas  I'Mwavds 
(i>  liis  siin-indaw,  .John  Oendricli,  ln'tli  of  ^\'etllel•stield,  was  the  same 
that  had  lieeii  ecin'cyed  tn  the  said  IMwai-ds  hy  'rarranniii^as  in  liiT'l, 
and  that  it  iiudndes  a  muniitain  called  MoItaiiidD/nil iifLsiicl,-,  ''an  nntli't," 
which  is  in  the  lu'i'dihf irlmi  d  ..l'  P:>/jo'r-h,  and,  pc:"I.,.ps,  williln  the 
piTsenl  limits  of  Marlli(irMiii;li. 

J'tiiKjiii. —  .Meaniiii;'  ■'have"  er  "(deaved"  may,  jierliaps,  lie  the  <:irii;'- 
inal  name  <A'  '"roko  Hill,"'  which  dates  hack  \"  the  settlement  <if  the 
town,  as  apjilyini:-  to  the  Incality  at  the  I'lilly  Jlridi^e. 

I'^otapiiin/. — "rewler  ]*iit  IJimmiU,""  the  anther  may  he  pardenetl  for 
sup'ii'csting',  is  a  cerniptien  of  the  Indian  WAino  Paul i pan (f,  (Panta  pani;-, 
Pctapanii;.  or  Pelt  ipaii^ ),  nieaninu',  theroforo,  according  to  Dr.  J.  llani- 
inoiul  Trumhidl,  a  '■hnii^y  nieadow,""  or  a  '"hay,"  or  "cox'e"  that  has  a 
narrow  inlet  from  a  river;  in  this  case  the  iir,-t  sii^nitieation  is  prob- 
ably the  most  applicable. 

*l'(nil()osiic. — (  Powntncl;  siic)    the    "falls   on    the   brook,"    S(Hiietinie.s 


is  pivpii  as  "Xalii)cl<o."  Tn  KlT.'l-l.  a  IiiLihway  six  rdds  amis  lai<l  out,  in  a  Xoitli 
and  Soutli  rniiixc.  Ihrmi'jh  its  av'idIc  li'iiirlli.  and  fciifcd.  and  tlii-  corM'-iii^nili'd 
very  nearly  Avilli  llir  lucscnt  main  >lrii't  if  ( ;la>liinliiir.\".  It  1  ra\ci-.i'd  the  tier 
of  lot-,  laid  mil  in  l(i:;a.  \\hic)i  I,,!-,  wi'if  (.udi  three  niile-.  in  leii;'lli.  In  (■.m--idiTa  = 
tion  of  land  taken  for  this  !ii;^'liway.  llic  General  roiiil  extended  \Vellieix(i(dil 
lioiinds  three  miles  further  ea-lward.  In  Maivli.  KITtl.  the  tov\n  elio^e  Samuel 
Hale,    .1r.,    and    Caleh    lien  janiin,     fi'iiei'    vie\'ei^     for    this     sitI  ion.      C'li.iiiin     {lihisl. 

('/Ill,    IS]    says   thi>    name   \\;is;   not    \i~ed   Uy    ImU.    until    aft'T   the   whites   (m jiere 

and  is  imdiiied  lo  eoiisid.er  tliat  'Mlie  term  /''(«/  si,lr  (of  the  Cleat  Kivi-r]  lieinu'  so 
often  emiiloyed  by  the  laiL^lisli.  the  Indians  may  have  joined  liis  N'or.  V'ast,  and  I'C 
hjciilih/.  jiliirt,  side,  and   made  the  Wfird  Xoia  (.-,  f>r  XAriiCC,  siL'iiifyinL.'  l)i<-  ni.sl   niilc. 
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called  Pijio  Hill  ;  lliuuglil  l)_v  Dr.  C'liiipiii  in  ho  a  corrupt  inn  of  tlio  word 
Aiiianiintucksiicl:,   Aiioiitoosuck,   etc. 

Pyquauij. —  Scf   ]i;i_U'0  . 

*JScaul-iiiii. — J 11  tlif  soiitlicasi  conu'r  <>f  GlaslDiiburv,  now  in  the  town 
of  !Marlhoroii,!i)<, 

*i'Vr/(('//rt?/ri//'/.-— Xamc  of  a  trad  in  the  extrenio  eastern  part  of  Glas- 
toiihiiry. 

*irrt.s.9(/f.— -(Assawassuc,  ITassawassue,  At^huwasct,  AVashiaek).  "h(>- 
twcou  the  forks"  or  "fork  of  a  hrook" — a  considcrnhle  sielinu  lying  in 
tlie  south  and  eenli'al  ])iirt,  of  l''a.-;tl»ury  jiarisli. 

\Vo)Kjinii. — (Wdiigunk)  At  the  "heud" — partly  in  \Vellii_'r->fleld. 

Of  the  fore^'oini;-  loealit i(\s,  /[ocranitm  (])artly  in  Wethersfield  to- 
day), jXdiihur,  M lUiitlinnofk,  Xnijaii;/.  :md  part  of  ]\'onf/iim  are  east  of 
the  river  as  it  now  runs;  hut  were  within  the  orii;inal  hounds  of  Wethers- 
field, and  ddwn  to  the  dat(>  of  (ilastonl)ury"s  incdrporalinu.  This  re- 
duces the  cataloi^ue  of  ahoriginal  titles  for  ^Vc■lher.■^llehl,  as  now  con- 
stituted, to  Pij(jU(iu(i  and  that  part  of  Ilaccajiinii  in  the  .-mall  area  still 
reinainiiig  to  the  town,  east  of  the  ri\er.  It  may  he  mentioned,  however, 
that  ]);ut  of  Mo.atur.siil  (m-  3ilatlalieseck')  usuallv  iilaced  wholly  in 
Middletown,  \\as  within  Welherslield  hounds,  until  taken  therefrom 
by  the  inrnrporatinn  of  ]jerlin,  in  ITST.  'J'ln,-  si  ream  from  which  the 
name  is  taken,  means  ''The  Great  ]Jr<(ok  ]'lace.''  Cedar  Mountain 
(j\ow  shared  hetwt'eii  "Wetherstleld  and  Xewiniiton)  once  bore  an  In- 
dian nani(\  since  forgotten. 

Having  now  introduced  tlie  reader  to  the  discoverer,  !Mr.  John  Old- 
ham, and  to  those  who  first  followed  in  his  footsteps,  the  "adventur- 
ers," as  well  as  to  the  earliest  immigrants  whn  came  afterwards;  and 
having  descrihed  how  and  froui  wlmm  tluy  ]}urcliased  the  lands  which 
were  to  coustitnte  their  jiew  home;  and  hy  what  names,  Ijotli  of  their 
own  naming  and  of  Indian  origin,  the  various  localities  of  the  terri- 
tory were  oalleil,  we  proceed  to  chronicle,  as  best  we  can,  at  this  dis- 
tance of  time,  their  ]nogress  in  sniiduing  the  wilderness  to  the  ])ur|)Ose3 
of  civilized  life,  and  the  gradual  development  of  their  civil,  military 
and  ecclesiastical  organization. 

The  alocnce  of  any  town  records  (except  those  relating  to  lands) 
prior  to  104(^7,  limits  our  sources  of  information  to  the  few  items 
(and  the  infereiuxs  to  he  drawn  from  them)  to  be  gathered  from  the 
Colony  IJecords  (thenis(dves  all  too  scant  for  our  own  desire)  and  to 
such  ineiilental  references  as  can  he  found  in  llnulford  or  Winllirtip,  or 
the  few  other  contemporary  writers  of  the  period. 
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For  the  first  two  years  or  so,  after  the  settlcnicnt  at  ]*yquaiig,  tlic 
control  of  those  who  thus  issued  fortli  into  tlie  unknown  rej^ions  ni)on 
the  C'oimc-ctiriit,  was  assuni(>(!  and  as^ui'cd  hv  the  act  inn  of  the  (ienera] 
Court  of  .MassacluL-ells,  wliich  early  in  .March,  l(i;)."i-(i,  granted  a  cdui- 
mission  to  '"several  persons  to  govern  tlie  jicoplc  at  Connecticut  ffir  the 
space  of  a  year  then  next  ensuing."  The  conuuission  thus  named  con- 
sisted of  ^Ir.  IJoger  Ludlnw,  and  William  Phelps,  of  Windsor;  John 
Steele,  William  Westwnnd  and  Andrew  Ward  oJ"  llartfnrd;  \\'illiam 
Swaine  and  lleni'v  Smith  of  Wethcrslield  ;  and  ^Vil]ialu  I'ynchcon  of 
S]U'inglield. 

The  three  river  towns  were  thus  clearly  under  the  civil  jurisdiction 
of  ^Massachusetts;  they  hore  the  same  names  resi)e(;tively,  as  those  ]\lassa- 
chusetts  towns  from  which  they  sprang,  viz.:  ])orehester,  Newtown 
and  Watertown  ;  and  the  latter  (the  present  Wethcrslield)  was  evidently, 
in  an  ecclesiastical  sense,  hut  a  part  of  the  church  at  Watertnwn,  ]\lass. 
At  least  one  session  of  the  General  Court  (or  Commission  for  Connec- 
ticut) that  of  Septendjer,  l<)-")ti,  was  held  at  Watertown  on  the  Con- 
necticut Kiver,  at  wdiich  administration  ^vas  granted  u])on  the  estate 
of  the  murdered  Oldham;  heing  the  first,  instance  of  pnjhatc  in  the 
Connecticut  Coiony;  and  at  a  previous  session  (April)  of  the  same 
year,  Daniel  Finch  was  appointed  a  constahle  for  Watertown,  the  ))lace 
of  his  residence;  Avhich  a]ipoiutment  ( inasuuu'h  as  the  olHce  in  those 
days  was  of  a  quasi-military  character)  may  lie  saiil  to  mark  the  he- 
ginnings  hoth  of  Wi'thersheld's  civil   and  military  organization. 

It  is  evident,  from  all  contemporary  accounts,  that  the  new  settlement 
upon  the  Connecticut  gained  rapidly  in  ]Kjpulation,  hetween  lO.'54-r)  and 
1637,  hy  fresh  arrivals  from  ^Massachusetts,  and  in  some  instances  di- 
rectly from  England. 

By  this  time  (exact  date  unknown)  tlie  territoi-y  eom])rising  this 
"plantation"  '  had  come  hy  legitimate  purchase  from  its  Indian  owners, 
into  the  ])osse.-sion  of  a  com]>any  of  individuals,  known  as  '"The  1'hir- 
ty-four  !Men,"  or  "■Proprietors,"  Avho  ha<l  entered  into  an  "agreement," 
or  ])artnership  (certaiidy  hy  IH;]',)),  '"with  the  reste  of  the  Towne  and 
with  the  Church,"  hy  virtue  of  which  hoth  town  and  church  were 
(in  the  language  of  the  ju'e-eut  day)  "let  in"  to  occupy  such  portion 
of  the  land  as  might  he  necessary  for  their  respective  wants;  and  each 
seems  to  have  had  and  exercised  the  riaht  of  granting  land  to  memhers 


'"A  plantation"  was  a  settlement  outside  of  the  rccDfrnized  territorial  limits  of 
any  township  of  th<>  Colony,  that  it  was  proposed  ultimately  to  raise  to  the  dii:nity 
and  jiower  of  a  towii-.hip  an<l  invest  with  tlie  fr:'iieliise  of  towns  in  <.'eneral.  Most 
of  llie  oMiT   towii-ilii]i-    i)assed   tlirou^'h   a   preliminary   period    of   "plantation"   exist- 
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of  the  ciiiimuiiul  V.'  J:"..r  iliis  privilciic.  tlic  uovcnimciit  and  ]HMtoction 
of  the  tnun,  and  the  in>l  nu'l  ii  hi  ;iiid  lli<'  spiritiul  i;iiiilancL'  uf  tin- 
cliiuvli  seem  tn  lui\c  hccii  !i(dd  {c  lie  a  ica;  i iiiaitlr  and  snilieicnt,  c^.lln]>'•n^a- 
tion  ;  foi',  in  I  ho  mind.-  anil  the  jifadioal  ]ihins  nf  oiir  fniT  fat  tiers,  clniiH-h 
and  stato  wow  indivi.-ildo.  Ainlrcirs,  cmhi hi^iiuir  tlio  t'nnnoct iciil  the- 
ory (d'  deniueratie  uuvernineiit  wiili  iliat  (d'  .Ma->aelinsetts,  says  of  ilie 
former;  "'riieoi'etieally.  elnmdi  and  -'ate  were  separale;  practically, 
tliey  weri'  so  iiiter\ve\ en  that  .-eparation  wirnid  have  meant  ilie  M'veranoo 
of  son]   and    l)i)dy.'"  - 

'J'iiK  Civil,  ]  )is  1  ]\(  ijoxs.  oir  Cj.Assi  s  ^VJII(  II  I\)i;.Mi:i)  iiii-;  IJody 
PoMTK'.-  -'idle  ])iipulan"n  (d'  W'ethei'slield,  al  llii.-  tinu\  like  that  of  its 
sistei-  towns,  A\'inil.-or  and  JIarli'ord,  was  eompo-ed  of  four  classes,  viz.  : 


oiK'O.     Tims  tlic  ■■[ilinititini;-''  uf  Cn|>lurtj.',  KippowaiMS,  and   'J'otokct  wimp  bi'^iin    liy 

Wethoisfii'hl   iniii:   ami  liny  allcr  bi-oame  the  to\viislii)>5  of  .Stratford,  Stamford  and 

IJranford  rc^pi  itivcly. 

' //l.s7  uf  /icis'iiis  to  irlioiii   Lnnr]  ic'i'i  (inintrd  hii  i'hurch  end  Tfiini. 

This    hi>t    i^    made   \\\>    foim    some    Ino-c    memi'iiimhi    tuiiiid    ai'ioiif,'   .T\idL:o    Adams' 

jinprrs,    and    may,    I'l'iliaji-.    bu    at-criitcil    as    curiccl    as    f  n  r    a-    it    ;.'iics.      ji    j^    unt 

quite  certain  wliether  it  iiad  readied  the  jKiiiit  of  full  enm|ile(eiie--.  in  hi-  i  wn  mind. 
Granted  Lund  htj  the  Church:  arm. led  ],,n:d  hit  ll,,'  Toin,: 

Leonard    I)ix.  Hen'njnit,   i  ■,-,,,.. 

Kiioeli  Buck.  Ricliaid  Smith,  weaver,  ficmi  l\H|Uot,  10.50. 

ilenry  I'almer.  Holiert    Franeis. 

John   W'adliams.  Knimainiel    Jimk. 

Sam.  I5oardr»ian.  (.30  acres  at  Rncky  Hill)    lohn  iJie'^inson. 

.Michael   Cris'.vold.  .lolui   Kiley. 

'J'honias   lianset.  Julin    ll<illi~(er. 

Will.  Ta\l(ir.  John  Ru--(ll.  son  of  itev.  .John. 

J{ich.    Smith.  I'ev.   Henry   .S'.nitl). 

ilu^h  Welles.  Kichar.l    .Monta-ne. 

Thomas  Curtis.  I'lios.  TaiipiiiLr. 

.lohn   Coltman.  Thos.  Willi.im-,   10(11,  at   ];..eky  Hill. 

J>conard  Cluster.  Thos.   Ihirll'urv.   land    for  a   shop — 1001-2. 

John   Klseii.  Jona.  Dr-minj;.  1002,  in  the  street. 

Will.  Smith.  John  Beldinp,  10G2. 

Kichard   J'.eMen.  TI:os.  Wickham,  1002. 

Sam.  Hale.  Jo.<=eph  Walk  ley.    1002. 

Joseph    Smith.  Will.  T;iylnr.    ]'U\:).  .1. 

John   Xortliend.  Jose|)li    I'.dw.irds.    100."). 

John   lliley.  An<lrev\    I'yneheon.   li'.i'.T. 

Sam.  Welles.  K.hvard   Heiiton.   1007. 

Joseph  Demin;.'.  Alex.  Ken>'y. 

llich.   Treat,  a   farm   at    Xoyake.  Jose])h   Smith,  at   Itneky   Hill,    1007. 

■Mr.  Chaile-  M.  Andrew-,  ii;  hi-  nin-terly  aii.i!\-i-  of  the  orpinization  of  TJic 
h'irrr  Toinis  of  Cotnin-lirn t .  .1  atudii  of  Wctlirrx/ifld.  l/firtford  and  Windsor,  one 
of  the  .John  Ho|)kins  Simlie-  in  IHstorical  and  I'ldilical  .'"^eiencc — l.S^>fl;  an  essay; 
from  which  we  shall  have  fieqnent  oceasion  to  (pKite.  In  this  stuily,  Mr.  Andrews 
seems  to  have  been   lar-ely   indebted  to  the   Wrt I,(  rslirid   Land  h'icords. 
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Iiilialiitiiiits,  lidUMliclilcrs  jtiid  i)rn|iriclni-s  and  fiwiiicii.  An  nihahil- 
aiit  was  (iiir  wild,  liv  virluc  nl'  lii>  ackii'iwlc(li;c(l  ri'|iiitalilc  life  and 
('tin\crsal  I'l'n.  had  Iumii  adniilli'il  as  such  Kv  llic  niajuriiN-  ul'  the  V(ilcr.s 
<il  llu'  liiwn  111  wliirli  he  siiupjit  adnii.-sinn.'  A  hmixi  huhhr  was  diic 
(iiialr  (U-  iVnialc)  who  was  acknuwlcd-cd  ;is  the  licad  of  a  J'aiiiilv,  or 
who  owned  a  sniiiciont  anionnt  of  real  cslate.  A  jiroinii'lnr  wa-;  one 
oi  an  oli^archv.  a  ~iiiall  rii'rlc  (d'  men  in  th(;  coniniiinil  \',  who  had  orig- 
inally ]ini-rha>cd  ihc  land-  within  the  sctllcincnt-"  tcrrilorv,  and  who 
tluTcd'oiT  "diiid  a  dual  characlcr  as  ]n-o]irictoi's  and  inliahllanls  ;  vrrfj- 
lii/.cd  in  the  )dirasc  frc([ncnl   in  thi^  rocoi'ds,  jn-o])riclors-iiihaluIanls.' " - 


'  iNIIAiUTANTS,  —  I'.V    llic    ( 'i  ill^t  i1  lit  iuii    nv    '■  Fun.l.niicllt  a  1    Ol'li'l-"    (/I    111.'    Culilliy,    of 

103!),  tlii>  Iciiii  is  aiiplifil  \o  tli.-c  «  lin  Imv  Im'cii  '•ailiiiittcl  inh.iWitMiits,  l,y  tlu'  iiiajnr 
jwr!  Ill'  llii'  tdwii  in  wliidi  tliry  liw."  'i'hcy  wi-r.'  ii'(|uirci|  \,,  iaki>  Ihr  iJ:\tli  oi 
fidelity,  'riic  Cicncral  Cuurt,  in  lll.'iT,  oN-plaiiuMl  t)if  term  still  fiirlluT:  liy  tin- 
7tli  l'"unil:iininla!  aii'  inrant  imly  luuisrluililns  ■•thai  arc  oiir  ami  twenty  ycai<  of 
ajrc,  or  that  hav.'  lion-  ollire.  or  have  £20  c-tatc  It  is  aiijiariiil,  thcn-fon-,  that 
wlu'il  till'  town  ailniittril  "an  inlialiilant -'"  as  it  oftrii  did.  I,y  \olc  in  louiiiiipcl  inir, 
it  l)a-.-fd  n|ion  llie  tihu-s  of  the  ai.idicaiit  to  (-.talili-li  hiin-.df  in  the  louii-hiii,  and 
become  the  liead  of  a  fainil>-  1  hi  re.  lie  was  t  hencefoi  I  h  to  lieennie  a  i|ilalilied  nn  ni- 
I'd-  of  the  iiody  [Mdilie.  and  his  >)atns  was  very  nearly  the  -anie  .is  that  of  .i 
"freeman"  in  our  own  time,  lie  wa-  not  a  "I'reeman"  as  then  niider^tooil.  Imt 
nii;,dit  he  one  on  appliealion  lo  tlie  Ceneral  t'oiirl  when  his  status  uduld  lie  ail- 
Viinred  to  that,  or  ver\    nearly  the  same,  of  the  "Ideetm"  of  the  [ire>enl   day. 

Sonii'times  a  jierson  would  inlriide  within  the  tow  ii-lii  |i.  and  -eille  Ihere,  willi- 
Ollt  liavini;  been  re;,'iilaily  admitteil  into  the  eominnnily.  In  sueli  ease,  it  was 
customary  for  the  town  to  "warn  liiin  out  by  vole  in  piiblie  nieetinu'-"  It  "iU  be 
seen  from  the  forevnimr.  that  the  number  of  le.i_'al  inhabitants  of  a  town  -was  mmdi 
smaller  than  the  number  of  re-ideiit,  within  it:  and  that  tlie  nnmher  of  freemen 
was  .still   los:    in   fael  [iroiiortionally  less  tiian   today. — S.  W.   .\. 

'Ibid,  J).  01).  "A  Pl:oi'i!n:T(ii;  \\:i.-  not,  of  necessity,  however,  a  resident;  thonyli  in 
tlic  majority  of  ease-  he  was  so.  In  oriirin  they  weie  a  body  of  men  who  e,il- 
lectively  [uireha-eil  hinds  of  the  natives  throu;.ih  a  j^raiit  of  the  Cenei-al  Court,  or 
otliorwi-e.  The  ri^^lit  of  each  {■onbl  be  e.xehan-ed.  or  left  by  will,  (lenerally.  on  ro- 
nioviil,  sncli  rights  were  sold  to  new  eomei-s,  who  thus  beeame  jiro|irieloi--.  or  snmo 
of  th.c  inhabitants  by  siudi  ijurclia<e  added  to  ]iis  own  rii;hts.  Oilen  tiiey  wei,.  re- 
tained and  looked  njion  as  sloek  in  a  eorporation.  This  naturally  led  to  the 
existence  of  iiroprietors  holdini:  riizhts  in  one  town  and  lixiiiL;  in  another.  It  wa-  a 
claim  of  tlii-  kind  whieh  ,uave  ri.-e  to  a  vexations  suit,  la-linir  for  llnce  years,  of  an 
inluibilant  of  Hartford,  for  100  acres  of  land  in  Wether-tleld,  he  b.i-inj,'  iii.s  claim  on 
his  ri^'ht  in  the  <li\ision  of  ll".!!.'?.  as  received  from  hi<  fatherinl.iw .  The  nc^rlected 
Jiroprieti.r  won  lii~  ea-e.  'I'he  pmprii  tor-,  as  -neh,  had  lei  politie.il  ri;;hls.  Il  was 
only    in    the    capacity    of    'admitted    inhabitant-'    that    they    voted    in    town    me.-iin;.'." 

'i'he  ti'iin  ap|die-  to  tho,e  who  had  a  richt  to  share  in  the  "eommoii  and  un- 
divided land-"  within  llie  towii-hip.  Tlie-e  were  the  wild  lands  not  yet  alhitcd  to 
individuals    in   sever. iliy. 

Jn  these  lands,  tlie  Town,  n-  n  eorpor.it ion.  bad  no  ri'.dit  nr  iiilere-f.  They  be- 
lon.ued  to  those  who  purchased  the  town  tract  from  the  Indi.ii:-.  and  to  their  lieirs 
and  a-si^nis.  .\s  ne.irly  all  the  tax  p.iyers.  or  voteis.  wer.-  entithil,  by  inheritance 
or  inileha-e,  to  repiesent  ihc  original  purcba-ers  of  the  town-hip — il   was  customary. 
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Ill  WclliersfioUl,  unlike  ]l;irll'<inl  unci  "\\'i)i(l.-nr.  the  town  and  the  pvo- 
]irietoi\s  were  ])r;icticall_v  luu',   and   all  liencral  divisii)ns  were  made   in 

town  meet  in;;' ;  the  carlii'-t  divi^i(ln  licin;;,'  lictweeu  the  thirty-fdur  men, 
who  claimcilj  as  the  nnnduT  of  iidiahitanl--  inercased,  their  original 
riuht.  'J'lic  fycciiKin  was  one  who  (ahuve  the  ni;e  of  lO)  had  taken 
the  iialh  id'  liilclilv,  on  jji'ocnlat  inn  of  a  eci'tiiieate  ut'  gutid  hchaviiir 
fi'om   the  town.'' 

lint  no  one  eonhl  hceome  a  resident  id'  the  town  nntil  he  was  admitted 
as  an  inhahitant.  The  lloalin;;-  ImkIv  of  "transients"  were,  as  they  now 
are,  an  nnavoi<lahle  cleit.enl   in   the  eommnnity,   lint   their   ri^ihts   were 


for  niniiy  years,  for  tlie  allotments  or  imlividual  frrants  to  be  made  in  town  nicctiii;,'s ; 
llud  is,  Iho  town  was  ullowoJ  to  vote  away  ttie  land^  lii'lunj;!!;;,'  to  the  '"Propi-ictors" 
of  tlir  cuiimKiii  lands.  Hut  this  ceasod  to  he  the  rule  alter  alioiit  1712.  Tlic  last 
fjrcat  allot  iiiciit  or  division  of  the  common  lands,  made  in  17.")4,  \\a.s  jmrsuant  to  a 
vote  of  IIk'  I'roprictors,  passed  Feb.  20th,  \~7il.  The  vole  will  be  found  recorded 
in  \oI.  IJ.  fif  Town  Votes,  on  the  pajre  next  ])rcf'pdinp  that  numbere<l  pa-jje  one.  'J"he 
division  was  anion;;  the  "i'ropriidors,"  and  not  aiiion::  the  landdiolders  or  tax- 
payers of  the  town  in  ^eiicrul.  Many  of  the  doin;,'s  of  Proprietor's  meetings  will 
lie  found  recorded  among  the  town  votes. — S.  W.  A. 

■■  Fhi:?'>i.\n. — V,y  tlm  Fnndatnnntal  Articles  nf  Iti.'iO,  ,i  "Fr(::..„;;"  -.v...^  one  who 
havir;;;  bcea  admitt-.I  an  "Jnlu.bitaut"  Ia  inc  nnjor  p.iri  of  irjc  un\ii  unerein  he 
lived,  and  havinf;  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelity,  miudil  V(  to  in  the  election  of  Deputies 
or  I{ei)reseiitatives,  as  they  are  now  called.  In  l(i,")()  it  was  (iiacted  that  they  -hould 
1)C  of  "jicaceable  and  honest  conversation"  and  subject  to  approval  by  the  lieueral 
Court.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  term  corresponded  very  nearly  t<j  th.it  of 
"elector"  of  the  present  time.  (See  Inhabitant.)  In  lil72  the  candidate  v.as  re- 
quired to  ha\e  real  estate  to  the  value  of  £20;  that  wa.s  reduced  to  £10  in  IG7."). 

])e])tdies  were  required  to  be  Freemen,  btit  it  does  not  appear  that  town  (jlhcer-S 
were,  'the  fir.st  person  made  free  at  Wethersfield  was  Mi.  Kobert  I'arke,  in  April, 
lO-IO:  after  this  tlie  records  do  not  disclose  the  names  of  freemen,  except  in  oc- 
casional instances.  There  is  however  a  list  of  those  who  were  returned  as  such  in 
Oct.,  IGti!),  which  we  ^'ive  in  full:  Alexander  Keney,  V.'illiam  ^Morris,  'i'homas 
llurlburl,  Michacd  Oriswold,  Will.  Taylor,  Thomas  Wright,  .Jr.,  I-aae  I'.oardm.iii, 
ISanuicl  Wright,  Richard  .Smith,  Sen.,  .lona.  Smith,  K.iis.  Uill.  <,oodrieli.  .tolm  Xott, 
Knimanuel  Jliich,  Robert  Francis,  John  Goodrich,  Thomas  .Standi-h,  Thomas  Wright, 
iSen.,  John  Sad<ller,  Sam.  Hale,  Sen.,  Sam.  Hale,  Jr..  Mr.  Samuel  \Velles.  .Io-.iali 
Churchill,  Thos.  \\  ickham.  Thos.  Kirkham,  John  Curtis,  Samuel  iJutler,  Jlenry 
iUiek,  Thomas  Curtis,  John  Deming,  Sen.,  Daniel  R..se.  Mr.  Samuel  Taleott,  .lohn 
Dcndiig,  Jr.,  Josiah  Cilbei't,  Joseph  Wright,  !Mr.  .'saniue!  Martin,  .Tolui  Conltman, 
l\icliard  r.eekly,  Mr.  John  Chester,  Eleazer  Kimberly.  Xath.  (haves,  .John  Wad- 
hams.  John  ]?elden,  .Tosiah  \\'illard,  .fohn  Kilbourn,  .Sam.  Boardman,  Sen.,  .lolin 
Ril^y,  Sen.,  Mr.  Richard  Treat,  .'Sen.,  .lames  Treat,  Tluis.  Edwards,  Richarii  Smith, 
Jr.,  Jose|ih  Smith,  Philij)  GolVe.  l^enjamin  Crane,  Hugh  Welles,  .Jonathan  Deming, 
James  Wright  and  Richard  Treat,  Jr.,  .lames  Treat,  -li'. 

It  is  obvious  that  many  of  the  most  prominent  cili-'-ons  did  not  take  the  trouble 
to  be  maile  freeman.  The  above  list  contains  5(5  names:  but  it  is  probable  that 
there  i\cre  i;carly  100,  including'  the  above,  who  in'ujht  have  qualified  at  this  time. — 
S.  W.  A. 
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moagve  in  the  oxtroiiio.  'J1ic  town  extended  to  tliein  but  a  scant  and 
griidjj,ing  lins]iitality  at  the  liest;  and,  as  early  as  IGIO,  Jlarlford  (and 
prolialily  ^\'inds()l•  and  Wethersfield,  al-<>)  passed  special  regulations 
Avliieh  nni>t  eflectnally  have  estopi)ed  their  being  harbored  within  the 
town's  limits. 

The  purrhasc  of  land  rcfciicd  to,  as  made  by  tlif  proprietor?;,  was 
from  Sowheage,  sometimes  called  Sequin,  the  sachem  of  the  Woiigunk 
tribe;  and  it  comj)rised  a  tract  in  extent  six  miles  nordi  and  south, 
extending  five  miles  west  and  three  miles  cast  of  the  Connecticut  Ilivcr, 
with  the  islands,  to  which  was  subsequently  add<'(l  five  milc^s  to  the 
eastward.  No  deed  of  this  purchase  seems  to  have  been  given,  and  it 
is  quite  likely  that  the  transaetion  was  not  fully  siHtled  fi^r  some  time; 
the  only  otlieial  record  Avliich  we  have  of  it  being  the  Hubbard 
certilicate  of  liiO."),  in  which  the  original  surveyor  tcstities  to  the  limits 
of  the  laud  thus  conveyed,  to  the  whites;  as  well  as,  to  his  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  "the  Wetherstield  men  gave  so  much  unto 
Sowheage  as  was  to  his  satisfaction  for  all  their  ]ilaulations  lying  on 
both  sides  the  Great  Kiver."  Ily  his  cotiti'act  with  the  settlers,  Sowheag 
sti]>ulated  that  he  mi,i;iit  "silt  down  ly  them,  ami  lie  ju'otected  ;''  but 
dilHcultics  scr-::  ca-i?-:  bctwcru  them,  v.-hicli  >:.v,i. .  .1  his  removal 
to  ]\rattabesick,  in  high  dudgeon,  an<l  which  laid  him  (jpeu  (prob- 
ably luijustly)  to  suspicion  of  being  an  abettor  of  the  Wethers- 
field  massacre  of  IGoT,  of  which  we  give  a  detailed  account 
elsewhere.  What  these  difficulties  were  doth  not  apjiear,  but  may 
it  not  be  that  liis  dissatisfaction  arose  from  some  unsettled  question 
as  to  that  portiim  of  the  laud  beyond  (east  of)  the  river; 
for,  as  late  as  April  11th,  KJ.'IO,  we  liiid  the  General  Court  re- 
questing its  committee  to  "put  !Mr.  (William)  Goodwin  in  mind  of 
finisluTjg  the  ti'caty  with  Sequin  concerning  the  laud  beyond  the  river; 
and  the  Governi>r,  ?^lr.  Deputy,  :\Ir.  Willis,  .\Lr.  Hopkins,  :\rr.  [  ], 

Mr.  Steele  and  ^Ir.  Spencer,  were  entreated  to  attend  [the  said] 
services"  from  which  it  would  ap]iear  that  the  bounds  were  not  even 
then  detiuitely  si^ttled.  Xor  does  it  ajijiear  what  arrangen)ent,  if 
any,  Mr.  Goodwin  effected.  Eut  the  substance  of  it  may  be  found  in 
the  treaty,  or  deed  of  conlirmatioii,  maile  by  the  heirs  of  Sowheag, 
dated  December  Sth,  ICTl  (recorded  in  Wctlicrs field  Land  Bee.  IT,  p. 
203),  given  to  ^U:  Samuel  Wyllys,  ^\v.  Henry  Woleot,  ^Mr.  James 
Kichards,  Capt.  Samuel  Welles,  ^Ir.  Samuel  TalcotI,  ^Ir.  John  Chester 
and  ^Ir.  .Tames  Treat,  all  large  holders  of  land  in  Wetherstield'  ''for  the 
use  of  all  others,  the  rest  of  the  several  proprietors,  of  the  said  land 
within  the  limits  of  the   township  of  Weihersficld."      This   imjjortant 
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(loeiMUcnl  recites  tlu-  fact  <if  llie  I'nniier  (lre<l  from  Snwlieai;  ■'saeliem, 
or  eliief  pivei'iidr  ui  the  Imlians,  tlie  nati\es  ami  fonncr  iiilialiil  ants 
of  I'lK-kiiiau,  iiMW  ealled  Wellierj^rield."  Jl  states  llie  liunmls  tu  have 
been  "all  llial  jiarl  nf  the  cniiiitrv  tliat  is  witliin  the  liinil.-.  (if  the  town- 
ship ef  \\'eiher>liel(l  ;  iliat  is  to  say,  six  miles  in  length  hy  the  CJreat 
Ivivcr,  on  the  we.-t  >iile  of  the  (ireat  jliver,  from  the  tree  marked 
K.  F.,  the  lionmlary  tree  hetweeii  Weiher-iifhl  ami  liarH'oril.  north,  to 
the  ti-ee  .\ .  \\'.,  .-oc  marked,  the  hounilary  tree,  hetween  W'ether-lield 
ami  .M  iddlelown,  somh  ;  the  (Ii-eat  ni\'er.  ea>t.  and  the  whole  length  to 
run  six  laruc  miles  inro  the  wilderiie>s  west,  in  hreadlh.  where  Werhcrs- 
fit'ld  and  h'arminutowne  Imnnds  mett  ;  and  six  mile.^  in  len_i;tli  hy  the 
rivor-siile  on  thi'  ea-r  ?ide  of  the  said  ( 'oiineet  ieiit  Riser  from  Pewier 
]'(>tt  IJrooke,  north  to  the  honmls  between  Werherslield  and  .Middletowii 
south  ;  the  said  Great  Kivi-i- wt'st."  ]t  will  lie  seen  that  this  (leseripl ion  is 
fuller  than  tliat  ivj)(.prle<l  tn  the  General  Conrt  in  J'\>brnarv,  lHot'eT 
{Conn.  Col.  ]tcc.  I.  ]K  7).  wliicli  mention-^  hnl  one  mai-ke(l  tree — that 
witli  X.  y.  {  Xaihaniel  Foote's  iniliak-  )  thereon.  The  letters  W.  M.,  must 
have  been  .-nb~e(|nenlly  ii-ed  and  ai'e  bc-lii'Ved  to  ha\c  been  the  initials  of 
William  Morris,  a  .-iirvevnr  and  one  of  the  earliest  i;raiiteo.s  in  Foeky 
IJill. 

lioi^er  Vi'eiio,  Fsq.  (in  iiis  Annals  of  Xcirnif/hin,  ]).  10).  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  while  the  Indian  ^rani  to  Wetherslield  conveyed 
a  tract  extending  '■.-/./•  lari;e  miles  west  from  the  river  into  th.e  wild- 
erness," the  General  (_'<uiT  lixed  the  ea.-t  bo\inds  of  Farminiifou  se])a- 
rating-  it  fivjm  \Ve;lier-i;i'id,  at  a  distance  of  fire  miles  from  the  river. 
This  disci'epancy  or  confusion  ui  bonndaries  seems  ti>  he  correctly  ex- 
plained by  him,  by  referrin^Li'  to  the  windim;-  conr>e  of  the  river  fnjm 
Avliich  measnremeiit>  v/i-re  made;  the  stream  vai'_\'inii'  at  least  a  mile 
in  its  piisilion  ca.-^terly  <ir  westerly  from  a  straight  north  and  .-^outh 
coiir.sc.     (See  Fart  A.  Ap/icndir  II  ). 

This  deed  is  .-inned  I'V  Tnrramu,:j'i;r.s  (a  son  of  Sowhcai;);  iSejian- 
nama's  sipnnv.  daughter  to  Sriwheau':  Sjx-unno;  Xohawhee  (  Xabowhec 
in  deed)  ;  Weesiunsliic-  ( Wee.-nmsic  in  deed  i.  and  \Vaphaid<e.  all  males, 
excepting-  one.  The  deed  is  \vilne>.-ed  by  dohn  Allen,  dosiah  Willard, 
and  Samuel  Jlutler.  the  two  latter  of  ^^'etller.-tIeld,  and  by  Jov.shuah 
(hy  mark)  ;  Seanah"?  daughter  (by  mark)  :  "AVilliam  Sipni"  (by  mark)  : 
Xahawliee's  FCj)unv,  and  Suggoneke.  the  latter  a  male;  both  by 
mark.  The  v/ords  ■"hi-"'  or  "her"  marks  are  used,  the  marks  them- 
selves not  being  co|>ied  in  the  record.  It  will  be  noticed  here  that 
!Monto\vese,  who  in  1(',:S  (in  a  dee.i  (.flam!  at  (^uinni]iiac,  to  I-'atou  and 
Faven])ort.   is  called  a   son  of  "a  .•^achem   living  at    .Mattabeseck."   and 
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"a  iioplicw  to  S(Miiiiii,'Mii!  II, ,1  jniii  in  this  dccl.  l'.--iMy.  lie  wns  <U-ad  ; 
hut,  !is  tlic  sacliciii  liviii':-  :i(  thai  time  lias  always  Ikcu  .-uii]m-)>(.-'1  tn  have 
hccii  Sowlican-,  ;,ii<l  at  the  same  time  to  have  hen  i.lfnrical  witli 
Sfquin,  tlir  writer  had  .-uppnscd  that  Mnufowcsi-  and  TuiTainuL'iriis 
(sdinctiincs  spelled  ( 'at lai-annii:;-iis) ,  were  hretluTS.  .-(.ns  (4'  S"\v\i>-m:  ; 
and,  Ik'  still  heliexcs  that  Snwhea;;  and  Se(|nin  v.ei\-  cne  and  tho  saino 
iiidi\idnal  ;  hnl  the  1'ai't  that  after,  in  Kills,  the  (l.-i.-ral  C'nurt  dc-oid.ed 
that  Seipiin  had  a  ri-hi  fn  --sii  duwn"  at  Wether-tleld.  li.-  liad  iv-iiniod 
within  its  limits,  that  seems  to  indi^■afe  that  he  was  not  tJip  sa-jLeni  at 
"Mattahescdc  referred  to,  and  cv.nse.piently  that  .M":.rMWe^o  and  Tarra- 
mn,i;i;iis  were  not  hi'others.  ]!nt,  lliere  is  always  uiiei-i-tainrv  in  India:) 
annals. 

In  the  iore<iolno-  ijccd  a  new  consideration,  or  rather  ar.eiiiiv  is 
stated,  /.  c.  "twelve  yards  of  tradin-  elofh."  The  deed  recite^  that  the 
considei'ation  of  tlie  lirst  dee.!  was  a  •'smne  of  money  ro  him  (Sowheair") 
in  hand  pai.l.  in  cnrrent  ])ay,  to  his  full  satisfaetion  and  consent.'* 

J'cfore  takini;'  lea\c  of  the  Indian,-,  with  \\hom  v:o  have  hoeoine  :io- 
qnainleil,  dnrini;-  our  diseu.—  ion  of  tlu-e  land  ]uireha-es.  ere  we  mav 
add  the  f.dlowini;'  facts  ciMiccM'ninn'  seme  of  them.  Mani.-v.ese.  wljo  in 
a  dei'd  of  lands  to  Jlessi's.  Katon  and  1  )aven|H,i't.  in  IC.'N.  is  ^tvl.-l  ■•^l.- 
son  of  a  sachem  llvin-'  at  :\rattaheseit,"  and  "nephew  to  Seipiin."  is 
reterrcd  to  in  a  contirmalory  deetl  <if  the  same  lands.  Vj[.,v  21.  1»;^1, 
as  hrother  of  "Sunck  S(jua,'"  wife  of  Xassamhoeeome.  who.  Avith  Wet- 
antson  and  .Manaposh,  ••yoniii;-  Snnck  S(ina''  and  others,  had  >ir.ie<l  tlie 
deed;  ami  they  all  I'efer  to  Manlowese  as  "our  predecessor  Sachem.'""" 

In  Km  2,  Tai-ramnii-nns  was  witness  to  a  tleed  confirmatory  of  a  "irilt"' 
liy  Sowhea,--,  the  Great  Sachem  of  ^ifattahesett,  to  Gov.  llavnes  of  Hart- 
lord,  of  the  trad  now  comprising-  ]\I  id<lletown.  The  i^iMutors.  Se'v_;n- 
na)io,  Joan,  ^;//Vrv  Weekj.isseck,  Mam-adiez  (.Machiz.'  in  .le.-d).  Wu--amp- 
sha,  Wamphauen,  or  Wami)hanck,  Spnnno.  Sackamas  and  Tacnniirnir, 
wh(.)  all  si;^n  with  a  nnirk.  claim  to  he  ])ropi-ict(,i-.-.  of  ihe  land-  --Id. 
The  wilni's-es  ar(^  .Xesselie-an,  Waniiose,  Tarramii--!i<.  Pucc:i':-nn  and 
Sachama's  methei-.  Tarramm^uas'  mai-k  was  a  rnde  pi'-nire  of  a  luuchei, 
hut  his  marl:  as  atli.xed  to  a  f]<r,\,  in  the  same  y,-nr.  cr.ncernin-  land 
now  occupie,]  hy  the  Town  .  f  Diii'ham.  repiv-ented  an  arr-w  drawn  full 
on  the  how  ;  whi(di  seems  to  have  heen  his  nsnal  mark. 

These  i\i.H'i]:<,  i-ecorded  in  the  ('(,iiii.  SUi/r  AirJiii-,.^^  fVid.  T,  31--.), 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  ofHce  at  Ifartford,  shov.-  ihat  Tarrai:in:r2^!S 
]>ossessed    a   veiw  extensive  domain   <>n  hnth   sides  ui  the   Grear  liiver. 


'Conn.  Col.  .[rrhircs,  Lain!-.  II.,   110. 
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lu  IGSG,  2sesahf'gan,  Seaktl  and  oilier  Imliaiis,  sij^nicd  a  deed  if 
lands  at  ^Massacoe  (SinisLmrv)  to  Maj.  John  Taloott,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Xewberry,  and  otlK'r.s,  It  was  to  eonii)tnsale  I'or  property  burned  hy 
Indians,  '"predeccssois""  ><i  the  grantors,  li  is  worthy  of  notice  that 
Xcsahee^  and  Soeekuti  are  the  names  of  two  of  the  graiitors  of  ''the 
Five  !Mile  Extension"  to  Wethersliekl,  in  1G7;5  (to  be  referred  to  liero- 
after),  and  iXesehegan  witnessed  the  deed  of  Tarramuggus  and  others 
of  tlie  ^liddlL-tMwn  tract,  before  mentioned.  \\'lietlier  the>e  names, 
apparently  the  saine,  belonged  to  the  same  individuals,  is  nut  certain, 
though  prolialilc.' 

Januaiy  !>,  1G5S-0,  Seanan,  sachem,  living  at  "Wcthcrstield,  and 
kinsman  of  Uncas,  the  sachem  of  the  ^lohicaiis,  deeded  to  ]iichard 
Lord  of  Hartford,  his  interest  in  Xequinuke,  np  a  small  river,  east  side 
of  Connecticut,  a  little  below  '•Thiriy  ]\I.ile  island."  ]iut  Seanan,  prob- 
ably, lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  river." 

DecemlK'r  Gth.  170G,  Peethoosoh,  ''son  of  Tarraijuiggus,  deceased, 
now  inhaliiting  in  the  jilace  called  Wongnnck  (east  of  the  river)  in 
the  township  of  ^liddletown."  conveyed  to  Samuel  Smith  of  Glaston- 
bury(  son  of  ]iichard)  his  interest  in  loO  acres  of  land  nonh  of  and 
adjoining  r,  2~-'d  near  the  road  from  Glastonbury  to  Colchester.  'J'ho 
same  laud  Jiad,  m  1G73,  been  granted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  of  "Weth- 
ersfield,  by  the  General  Court,  and  by  him  sold  to  Itichard  Smith. 
Pethoosoh  is  the  only  grandchihl  of  Sowheag  we  have  been  able  to  trace 
and  we  suppose  neither  his  grave  or  that  of  his  great  ancestor  can 
now  be  found. 

lu  iTGo,  some  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  being  the  remnant  of  the 
three  hundred  reserved  for  Sowhcag's  heirs,  at  Wongunck  (now 
Chatham),  were  directed,  by  the  General  Court,  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  survivors  of  the  Indian  tribe,  which  once  owned  this 
fertile  valley.  The  application  for  its  sale  was  signed  by  the  selectmen 
and  by  Sam.  Ashpo,  an  Indian.  It  alleged  that  most  of  the  Indians, 
about  foi'ty  in  all,  were  "civiiized  and  Chri-tianizod,"  and  Avere  dis- 
persed, some  among  the  ]^Iohcgans,  other.s  at  Farmington,  Hartford  and 
jSiew  Hartford.  An  old  squaw  and  three  of  her  children,  and  ]\Lary, 
old  and  blind,  tlie  vridow  of  Cuslioy  '•late  sachem"  of  the  triljo,  were  all 
that  remained  npon  the  reservation,  which  was  desired  for  building 
purposes,  the  meeting  house  being  in  the  middle  of  it.  John  Chester, 
Elisha  Williams,   James  AVadsworth,   Jr.,   and   William   AVelle.s,   Esq., 


'  Conn.  Cul.  Rcc,  I.,  p.  1S7. 
'Conn.  Col.  y.'fc,  II.,  p.  lu:.  6. 
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were  appointed  a  conmiittec  to  soil  it.  In  1771,  the  last  sale  of  land  was 
directed  to  reindnirse  .Middletown  and  Chatham  for  expen.ses  in  earing 
for  Tike,  alias  !Maiy  Cnshoy,  (or  Cusliaw),  relict  of  Cushoy,  Indian 
sachem.  It  appears,  therefore,  tliat  C'uslioy  was  the  last  survivor  of  tlie 
Sowheay  dynasty,  hut  uliether  he,  was  a  lineal  descendant  does  not  ap- 
pear.' 


Indian  Chants  ok  I-and  -io  Tndivtduai.s.  The  "BccMcy  Qitaticr" 
—At  tlie  Octoher  scs-^ioii  of  the  General  Court,  lAHS,  Serjeant 
Kiehard  IJcckley,  then  lately  remo\ed  fi'oui  New  Haven,  where  he  had 
lived  since  IG-'JS-O,  was  iiranted  three  hundred  acres  of  land  "lyein<^ 
by  ]\Iattahesiek  Kiver,  halfe  a  mile  wide  of  hoth  sides  of  the  river,  and 
to  run  up  from  Xew  Haven  jiatli  soe  farr  till  it  dotii  contayne  three 
lunKli'(xl  acres."'  Seiits.  llui^h  Welles  and  John  Xott,  hoth  of  "Wethers- 
field,  were  directed  to  lay  it  out,-  and  the  crant  was  confirnieil  by  a 
town  vole,  l<\'l)ruarv  i'L'.  ir)7(l-l,  with  an  addition  of  ten  acres  "nii;'h 
his  house."  This  later  i^rant  was  intended  as  an  equivalent  for  Beck- 
ley's  share  in  the  ''^lile-in-lucadrh"  tract  ncNt  to  Farming-ton  line.^ 
Wheu  I'eeklev  record''!  tl.i-;  iv<fi.^  li«  flp^r'rihed  it  ••>«  olitniiind.  "I  >y  pur- 
chase of  Terramua'uu<,  Indian,  wiih  the  consent  of  the  Court  and  town," 
whence  it  ajijiears  that  jtrevious  to  the  confirmation  dcoA  of  Wethers- 
field,  Decemlior  2."),  1071,  it  was  doulitful,  in  the  minds  of  some, 
whether  thc^  t'lwn  had  a  gviod  title  to  the  counnon  lands.  This  tract, 
which  becam<^  the  nucleus  of  "]-leckle_\wille"  or  '"lieckley's  Quarter," 
was  in  that  part  of  ^Maftahesett  lying  Avithin  Wethersfield  l)onnds,  until 
the  incorporation  of  IJei-lin,  in  17S7.  Beckley,  as  the  occupant  of  this 
tract,  was  prohahly  the  earliest  settler  of  the  present  township  of  Xew- 
inglon.  There  is  a  tradition,  not,  however,  credited  hy  the  author,  that 
he  married  a  daughtt'r  of  Tarramugi^ns.  lie  was  a  married  man  as 
early  as  IGoS,  and  it  is  probable  thai  he  brought  ''Goodwife'"  (or  as  the 
New  Haven  records  call  her  "Sister'')  Beckley  to  Wethersfield  with  him. 
If  he  took  the  dusky  mniden  to  wife,  she  was  probably  a  third  wife, 
as  liis  second  wife  was  a  daugliter  of  John  Deming,  a  prominent 
pioneer  of  Wethersfield. 


^  CoiDt.    f<lulc   Archircs,   Vol.    X.     Sco,    also,    Deforcst's    IJist.    of    the    Indicnis    of 
Connecticut. 

^Conn.  Col.,  I.,  100. 

'Wethersfield  Town  Votis,  I.,  3. 

MVetlicrsfifhl  Laiirl  V.cc,  I.,  100. 
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'I'lic  lltidrihiidii.  Hdwavd's  and  Willnrd's  (I'laiils.  In  a  dccil 
clalcil  .Iniiiiai'v  L^'^,  JliTi^-!',  'J'arramn^e'jiu^,  al'iiic,  cxccuic*!  a  ilccd  fur 
four  Iniinlrcil  acres  (if  laiul  to  Saiimcl  Udii'iiiaii  ami  Tliumas  Edwards, 
bolli  of  W'clliiTslli'liI  (the  lallcr  rcsidiiii;'  c.isl  nf  tlic  i-ivcr),  in  t-misid- 
cratioii  (d'  ■"thai  i-c>|ii'ct  thai  I  lirar  for  tliciii.""  'I'lio  laiul,  which  llicn 
was  outside  of  ihc  ihcii  Imuiid^  al'  Wc'tlicrslicM,  was  couijxiscd  (d'  "up- 
land aud  swaiii])/'  and  was  "near  oi'  in  Ashuwasci  ny  l'a([uaiiani;(',  or 
Alawnantuck.''  A  deed  of  ralihcalion,  dated  .May  1,  JUTo,  layitiii'  o\it 
two  hundred  acres  lo  Samuel  iJoaidnian's  heirs,  signed  by  Tarranniu- 
gus,  describes  the  land  as  '■llnce  iiiih's  from  tlie  river  eastward"  and 
refers  t(j  the  deed  of  dannary  l'.'I,  ](iTi'-."5,  thus:  "'J'he  lands  are  now 
(]\lay,  ](iT;!j  hild  out  on  the  west  si(h'  of  Sahcganucd;  Hill."  These 
lands  wen-  wilhiu  tlie  limits  of  W'etherstield  as  afterward  established 
by  the  "l''i\c  Mile  Extension"  eastward.  Dr.  (hapin  seems  to  have 
overlooked  one  oi  these  deeds  (found  in  Chidi.  Col.  Picr.,  Vol.  1,  un- 
publisheil  pait,  j)p.  -120,  425).  "Jdiis  tract  of  four  huiulred  acres  was 
the  subject  of  another  deed  of  eoniiruuition,  signed  Eebruary  10,  lOTi'-.'), 
by  1'erremugus  (a  new  sixdling),  Xesetho,  Terrenniggus'  '\Sachem 
s<pui,"  !Xaliowlie\\  ith  ;  Terteramuggus'  daughter,  Taccuudiuit  ;  ^far- 
rowgun  ;  Kecu'"m':-,  f:;r  "his  Mjua,"  and  Wislnimpsha.  Here  tlie  land 
is  said  lo  be  laul  out  by  the  side  of  lloaring  l^rook,  near  ^Ir. 
[.Tosiali  I  Willard's  land,  called  by  the  Indians  "Annannauautocksock," 
measured  "from  the  brook  W.  S.  \\'.  half  a  mile  and  eight  rods."  An 
additional  cdau.-e  was  added  Api-il.  ](i72  (at  the  time  the  land  was  sur- 
veyed by  Hugh  Wells),  which  is  signed  by  C'atferamuggus  (same  as 
Tarranuiggus)   with  tlie  drawnd)ow  imirk.^ 

It  nuiy  be  addec]  jiere  that  'Idionias  Edwards  was  the  son  of  John 
of  Wetberstleld,  and  that  he  was  (y)ic  of  the  revti  earliest  .settlers  of 
''Ilockanum,  in  AVethersfield,"  as  the  ]V  ethers  field  Toirn  llecurds  de.s- 
iginite  him,  where  by  the  direction  of  the  General  Court,  in  inO:"!,  bo 
su]iei'vised  the  building  of  a  bi-idge.     Sanmel   I'oanlman   (then  written 


Mil  the  copy  of  Ibis  doeil  of  Fob.  10,  1072-.?,  jrivon  to  Wotber-ficld.  Iw  .Jolm  Allyii, 
iSocretary,  "tbc  naiiics  of  liiese  si,i,'nors  an;  thus  s|)clK'(l  Turin hunifiu.^:,  Arsi-so  ^S;lc■h(■m 
iSqiia),  lt"csioi(/).sAi',  Xnlihiii/,  Mmiciiiii,  Arc '  oi/i  i(.s7(,  iiinl  in  .\iiiil.  >^,nne  year, 
L'atunini,i,'irns  (■l'iirraiiiui:L;iH)  sigiu'il  iiidiviiiually,  an  cNiilauatMi-y  wriliiiL'  to  Hit- 
cd'oct  tlial  llic  41)0  afi-fs  to  'I'tionias  l-idw  ar.ls  is  laid  mil  in  tlio  Sonlli  -idc  "l^.ni'ini,' 
ISrooke,"  mar  .Mr.  Wilhinls  land,  ealK'd  In"  Iho  Indian^  "Amanant  lu  ksnck."  ''riicro 
1  ))itcliod  my  first  cmnrr  stone  by  tlic  bn>oko,  and  di^^unl  two  liolcs:  and  from 
there  inoasn:<'d  \\f~t  soutliv.csl  12  i-iiaiiK-s,  wbicli  is  lialf  a  mile  anil  ri;;ht  lodds,  ami 
Pousoucc.st   on  each  .-.idij  nine  score  aiui    It   rods." — ^yt  lln  rsji(  id  I. find  Uic,   II.,  202. 

Wiilard  was  ;;ranted  50  acres,  for  s.'vviccs  in  Die  Vei|no(  war.  in  Ol..  lliTl,  at 
U'a>suc,  or  Ashowassnclc,  jirobably  tlie  land  referred  to  in  ■l"anainu,i!;;u.'5's  deed. 
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IjorciiKiii  or  i;nnn;iii")  tlic  aiicc-rnr  nf  iln.sc  nf  ilic  name  in  Wotliorsiiolil, 
never  ]i\(il  ca^r  of  tli>'  (■niiiicciirm  Kixcr.  -In-iali  W'illard,  first  of  llic 
name  in  W'ciliiT.-lielil,  was  umc  of  its  (■arlii->!  .-clirMilinastcrs.  We  liave 
not  lu-cn  aMr  tu  verifv  tlie  Imiind.s  uf  iii.-,  lamU  I'a.-l  of  the  river. 

(Irani  to  ■}'iinr.<  Wmilit.  Sninc  tiiiio  prinr  to  Janiiai'v  K',  107-1-5, 
Tarraniii;ji:us,  "a  \\'ctlii'i'sti"lil  IniHun.""  liad  L;rante<l  lo  .laiiics  Wright, 
of  Wiilicivtirlil.  liut  rc.-iilin^  ca.-t  of  the  river,  a  tract  of  (MO  acres, 
and  "ilic  ))ond  eallc-d  Podeatoolmck  and  tlu>  two  little  Islands  in  said 
})o]id."  'Jdiis  tract  having  been  taken  on  an  execution  in  favor  of  Sannicl 
]\Iar-liall.  of  Wiiidsor.  :iL'ain<t  'i"arraniui:i;us.  the  latter  in  oi-der  lo  pre- 
vent A\'riulit  from  heiiii;'  defranihd  "of  his  lands  after  liavini;  dis- 
hnrst  so  nmcli  in  the  jiui-dia-e  thereof."  n!:ide  dannary  ]o,  l(;7-l-5, 
another  uraiit  of  i;4i)  acres  in  tv.o  parcids,  one  of  -10  acres  "on  sonic 
part  of  the  east  side  piind,"  heini:  a  neck  of  hind  on  the  west  side  of 
it;  the  other  jnircel  (  noO)  to  hei^in  ai  a  while  oak  tree,  beside  said  pond, 
rnnnii;^  ^vesT  six  score  rods,  thence  ■".-oiith  11  miles  iS:  40  rods,  and 
cast  tw(dve  score  rods  to  the  brook  that  runs  out  of  said  ])ond,  south 
called  ^^iup]'a  (^)ua~hnei:e ;  vdiich  ]iond  and  brook  make  the  east  side 
of  this  parcel  .,1  land."  '  Tlii.--  la-t  iirant  is  of  lands  originally  in  ]\lid- 
dlet<.iwn,  now  in  Chatham  limits:  and  mentinn  of  it  is  here  made  be- 
cause both  grantor  and  grantee  were  of  Wethersfield,  whilst  the  tract 
itself  is  close  to  her  ancient  border. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  in  all  rlu-se  land  ]iurcliasej,  our 
for(>fatliers  seem  to  have  acted  in  ])ei'fect  honesty  and  good  failh 
with  the  Indians.  ?^Iore  than  that,  if  i>  eviilent  that  they  sulisequently 
looked  upon  the  former  owners  of  the  soil,  as,  in  a  sense,  their  wards  and 
needing  their  protection;  thus,  in  .Tamiary,  ]t;.")7->^,  we  find  a  town 
vote  direcfitig  that  the  Indian  land,-  .-hotdd  be  looked  after  and  the 
"rent  re(piired  of  iliesr'  [i^vhite  men,  probably],  who  enjoy  it"  (/.  c, 
who  weri>  cnllivatiiig  ii  )  :  and  again,  lo  .May.  lOO-'J,  that  the  Indians 
in  South  ^Meadow  be  di.-]io>ed  of  "to  the  ancient  natives  who  have 
lived  among  ns."      At   the  same  time  while  jirotecting  the  interests  of 


Mil  l(;i!i;7,  Kolnrt  HoItv,,.->.l,  tlion  of  Hn.Hey,  ^ta— ..  l.iit  previously  of  Wftliers- 
lield.  coii\cyi'il  to  Sam.  Wylly-.  a  "loitain  poinl,  abniit  five  iiiilc>:  Kasi  of  Conn. 
Hivor,  near  llio  way  I'.ailiiiu'  to  Xur«i<k.  or  Xr\\-  Lrmcluii.''  Tlio  lanJ  liail  ]>rfviously 
been  jTraiilnl  to  l>olt\vooil  i  .-o  <ay*  Wyllys'  -on  lli-zckiali,  in  a  pelilion  to  tlio  C!on- 
pral  Court.  17;?21.  by  the  Grneral  Court,  and  in  r5r)li\voo(l"i3  deed  lie  liad  ooiiveyed  .1 
right  to  land  adjacent  to  said  poncL  wliii-h  was  ^riven  liim  by  one  llechain,  an  Indian. 
Thi,-?  i-:  all  we  have  been  I'ble  to  find  a-  to  tiie  ic.cality  cI  the  Indian  ^'raiit.  W'ylly- 
land  ndjfiinincr  ]?idtwood's  was  100  acn-,  about  -ix  mile*  from  Tlioiiias  Kdward's 
on  the  way  to  New  London. — Conn.  .Stale  Archives,  'J'owns  i  Lands,  VI. 
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their  Tiid.  neighbors,  tliey  kejtt  them  strictly  ''iu  line,"  as  we  find,  April 
15,  IGTS.-'  Indians  of  the  fort  in  this  town  {JloUialer's  Furl?)  were  con- 
victed of  dnuikeness." 


[At  this  ]ii)int  iu  .liidLje  Adams'  mann^^cripts,  lie  introduces  the  sid)- 
ject  of  the  WcUicrsfifJd  J'al(  iif  of  IHN."),  and  of  Tuvn  JIoiidiJ.-:  and 
Lines,  whicli  are  treati-d  l>y  him  with  must  (dahi.irale  detail.  While 
these  and  the  ])a[)ers  Avhich  he  jirt'pai'ed  as  to  the  vai'ious  allutuicnts, 
})nrchas('s,  divisions  and  de.^crijiTious  of  lauds  iu  Wethersfield  are  of 
great  value  in  a  history  like  this,  I  have  felt  that  their  iutroduction  here 
"would  considerably  embarras  the  Innieal  and  proper  sequence  of  our 
historical  narrative,  and  have,  therefore,  arranged  the  most  of  such 
material  as  Appendices,  where  they  could  be  preserved  for  reference 
by  such  readers  as  may  have  a  special  interest  in  these  subjects. — 
II.  K.  S.] 


TiiK  SvnVi:.v  OF  THE  Tow>;.  The  land  thus  pureb-.T^od.  ]->iiist  r.crA  be 
officially  surveyed  ere  the  rudimentary  plantatifm  could  be  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  a  township.  This  was,  of  course,  a  nuUter  of  whirh  the  General 
Court  (or  Commission)  the  highest  authority  then  existing  upon  the 
Connecticut  IJiver,  must  take  cognizance.  So,  at  its  session,  held  at 
Dorchester  (Windsor),  dune  7th,  1()."U>,  it  was  duly  enacted  that  Samuel 
Wakenum  of  Dorchester  (Windsor),  and  George  Hubbard  of  Water- 
town  (as  the  settlers  of  ry(piaug  had  named  tln-ir  place  iu  honor  of  the 
Massachusetts  to\m  from  which  they  had  come),  should  survey  '"the 
breadth  of  the  plantation  of  Watertown  (Wethersfield)  toward  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  confirmed."  ' 


'At  Court  lu'M  .it  Dorchc-tcr.  7  June,  IO-jO,  it  is  orct'TiMl  yt  Snnnicl  Wnkctnan  & 
Creoipe  Hiilibard  shall  survov  the  breadth  of  the  plantation  of  IJorolie-^lcr  ♦  »  ♦  * 
and  the  .^amc  Saniuel  \Vake[riian]  shall  doe  the  like  for  Watertown  in  their  brf-adtii 
toward  [the]  mouth  of  the  River  and  have  the  like  satisfaetion.  And  this 
done  without  fail  before  the  next  C'oite.  ui)un  i>iiiniel  [tie  of]  -tUlie  shillings  of  each 
liead  }t  shall  f.iilo  therein. — ('(,,in.  Col.  u'fc.  J.  p.  2. 

Feb.  21,  1G30. — Whereas,  it  was  ordered  yt  Sanniel  Wakenian,  Ccoi-e  Hubbard, 
&  Aneient  Stoughton  were  to  consider  of  the  bounder  of  Dorchester  [Winilsor] 
towards  the  Falls  [at  Enfield]  &  of  Watertowne  [Weth.],  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  The  saidc  .Samuel  Uakeman  k  [Ceorgc]  Hubbard  thinkes  meet  yt  the 
[then  follows  eonccrnin;,'  tiie  Dorchester  bounds  etc.]  Samuel  Wakeman,  and  An- 
cient Stoughlon  doe  thinkc  nieete  that  the  boundes  of  Wetlier^licdd  shallje  extcndc"! 
towards  the  Itiver's  mouth  in  the  same  side  it  stands  iu  to  a  Tri-c  sixe  miles  down 
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'J'his  (inlor  scciiis  iMt  to  have  n)iitciii|ila(((l  tlio  c.-talilisliiiig  of  any 
iiKU'c  tliau  its  iKifllu'rlv  ami  suiithcrlv  IuuiihIs.  On  the  2]st  of  the 
follwuirii;'  J'cliriiaiy,  Wakeiiuin  and  " Ancient''  Stonj^hton,  of  W'iinl- 
sor,  reported  (o  the  Cdiirt  reeonnaendin^'  tiiat  the;  brcachh  of  the  town, 
northerly  and  sdutlierlv,  he  six  miles,  iK'iiinnini;'  at  a  tree  marked  X.  F. 
(Xathanlel  T'dnle's  initials)  in  tin-  iiorili  line,  and  the  lenii'tli,  easterly 
and  westerly,  he  sn  t'ar  tixed  as  t<i  carry  the  east  line  three  miles  to  the 
eastward  df  the  mmiih  cd*  Tcwter  ]'ot  JJrodk,  a  stream  then  llduing  into 
the  Connecticut  fi'imi  the  northeast;  hut  which  now  runs  into  Kenoy's 
Covo  occupying-  the  idd  hid  ef  ihc  river  in  (jlastonhury.  The  bounds 
between  [larlfcird  and  Wethcisticld  wi-i'e  tixed  "attc  a  tree  marked  X.  F. 
and  to  which  the  pale  (  fence)  (d'  the  said  Jlartford  is  fixed  to  goe  into 
tlio  country  (\\\r  east  and  WH.-t  ami  on  the  dther  side  of  the  Great 
]iiver,  fi'dU]  I'euter  Pott  lironk  at  tlii'  lower  side  of  iroccaniio  due- 
cast  into  the  country."  Xothiuij,'  is  >aid  about  the  v.estern  bounds  of  tlie- 
lOAvnship,  hut  it  is  prnbabU'  that  the  (]r^-A  from  Sowheag  (no  coj)y  of 
which  iias  been  ])reM'rved)  .--tatcd  thcui  so  (deai'ly,  that  no  furtlier  action 
seemed  n':;'ent  to  the  Court,  at  the  ti)iie  this  (u'der  was  made.'  For,  many 
years  after,  June  1('>,  l<'>('ir),  (leorii'e  Hubbard,  the  surveyor  here  men- 
tiored,  and  then  living-  at  Cuilford.  made  aii  a!lida'•i^  to  th?  effect,  tli.it 
"upon  liis  eerrain(>  knowlcd-e.  by  tln^  advice  of  the  Conrt,  Wethersfield 
men  a-ave  so  much  unto  Sowheat,''  as  was  to  his  satisfaction,  for  all  their 
plantations  lyein<;-  on  both  sides  the  Great  Kiver  with  the  islands,  viz.: 
six  miles  in  breadth  on  iioih  sides  and  six  miles  deep  from  the  river  west- 
M'ard,  and  three  miles  dei'p  from  tin.'  I'iver  eastwai'd."  (Cuiiii.  Col. 
licc.  I,  p.  0.)  All  this  tends  to  show,  that  in  K't'.lCt,  or  earlier,  a  g'rant 
had  ]»eeii  nuule  to  the  Wetherslleld  men,  by  Sowhea^',  of  a  tract  of  land 
of  fifty-four  sqiuire  miles  of  area,  eiuhtet-ii  di'  which  were  cast  of  the 


frutii  Uio  lioiiuil>  Ix^tui'oii  (lioni  .Tiiil  ITart  fdrd  fmaikfcl  with]  X.  V.  &.  to  run  [on  au 
Kiist]  (i  ^\■(■-.t  tine  [&  oxi'v  tlic]  >rroi)tc  ];ivcr.  tlif  siu.lo  Wi'Uicis field  to  Ik-mii  at  the 
luoiitli  of  I'cwlrr  I'ott  Jlrookc,  ainl  Uiiic  (o  run  duo  East  into  the  Couiitroy  tliroe 
niili";  iV    Hiiwuward   Sixe  milts   in  bicudtli.   wfh    is  orilcrod  acoordiiiu'ly. 

'J'lio  bouiidr.s  bi'twi'Cn  Wethersfield  &  Tlaitfoid  are  agreed  nn  the  side  wherein  tbej- 
stand  to  lie  at  a  Tree  maiked  X.  F.  &  to  wch  the  Pale  of  the  saide  Kartford  is 
fixed,  toe  <;o  into  the  Counlrey  due  ICast.  &  on  1  be  othiT  siile  of  the  groate  Rivor 
from  IVwtei  Tnlt  lirooke  at  the  lower  sidi'  of  llmeauo.  due  east  into  the  country, 
\\cl)   is  iKiw  oKieied  aeemil iny ly.- — Conn.  Cul.  J'rr.,   1.,  7-S. 

'  Tlic  Gen.  Court  Dec.  1,  lOt.5,  in  fixing  the  Eastern  bomids  of  Tunxis  (]'"arniing- 
ton)  provided  that  thoy  .should  adjoin  the  Western  bounds  of  the  Itiver  i>lantations 
which  are  (o  be  five  luiles  on  this  side  of  the  Great  ]!iver.  'ibis  was  inconsistent 
with  the  eailier  undeistandin;^  that  the  Western  boiuids  should  be  six  miles  west 
of  the  Itiver,  but  all  jiarties  concerned  theieafter  ticaled  the  earlier  as  the  collect 
and  natural  IkuuuIs. 
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river.  Tin's  tcrritnrv  was  so  diviiicd  liy  the  ri\t'r,  ;is  to  IrMvo  n  tra('t 
.six  miles  sijiiarc  west  nl'  ilic  rixcr,  and  a  rci'taiii'.nlar  trai-t,  raiii;ing 
iiortlicrlv  and  snntlici-ly,  nica>ni'ini;-  tlun-  miles  wide  ami  six  miles  long 
on  the  east  side  of  llie  i'i\er. 

TiiK  Na.mi.m;  oI'  iiik  Town.'  At  tlie  same  session  of  the  Court  at 
\vliieli  the  surveyors  made  their  I'cpoii  (  l-'ehruary  i' 1 ,  Ki-'X',,  see  ]>i\ixv  ."1) 
the  three  plantations  wei-e  n-named,  iliat  of  "I  )nrt'lu-ler"  heing  changed 
to  "WiMisoi;;  that  of  "Xewtowu"  to  11  aim  i(U;o,  and  that  of  ''Water- 
town"  to  WYi'iii:i;si.ii;i,i) ;  the  name  heing  snl><i-(jUently  wi'illen  Weath- 
crsfield  and  more  mudernly  as  now  spelled. 

Why  the  (U'iginal  setllemeut  here  at  l'y()nag  was  called  Watertown, 
is  ohvions.  lis  siillers  simply  iierpetuated  ihe  name  of  the  .Massa- 
cluisctt>  town  from  whence  they  came,"  and  of  which,  by  tics  of  asso- 
ciation, they  felt  rheuiselws  to  he  still  a  ])art.  J]ut  a  larger  fulurc; 
Avas  iio\\-  opening  to  them,  they  were,  so  to  spt'ak,  heginning  to  "slaml 
upon  their  own  teet;"  they  nei'ded,  llii'U,  a  uc\v  and  distinct  !\e  name. 
ViUt  irhy  the  luinu!  Wethersliehl  shouM  have  hceu  selected  lias  never 
l)een  satisfactorily  evnlained.  Th<-  v.oi-d  '■Wethcr:;firl'r'  itself  is  .said 
to  signify  a  siiee[)  fojii,  ii,  heing  ap]>areinly  assumed  that  it  is  com- 
])ouuded  of  "wether"'  and  field,  or  "fold."  Ju  this  sense  irs  iip])r(>pri;ile- 
iiess  nuiy  certaiidy  he  questioned;  since,  at  tluit  time",  there,  prol)ahly, 
was  not  a  sheeji  in  the  colnuy.  Xor  does  any  authority  for  its  use,  even 
by  inference,  seem  to  he  found  in  any  of  the  old  l-ji^lish  spellings  of  the 
word  such  as  Weddarstiidd,  \Veresll,-ld,  \\\'rche,-,(ield,  WeslerHidd,  Wil- 
cresfield,  Wyderslield,  Wydrysfylde,  Wali)eriield,  Whelperliuld,  etc., 
some  of  which  do  not  mean  "sheep  field,"  but  may  be  very  differently 
defined,  ^^ol■  is  if  from  any  known  or  strongly  nia.'ked  resemblance, 
in  its  ]diysical  aiipearance,  t'l  the  AW'thei-sheld  (d"  Old  l']nii,]and.''  Prof. 
Franklin  15.  Dexter,''  of  Yale  l'ni\ei>ify,  in  a  paper  on  "Town  ^S'ames 
in  Connecticut"   (Prorccdiiujs  of  Ihe  American  A  I'tunnnhut  Soclctij), 

'The  ^iiLi'^^rstions  ln-rcwilli  p:i\oii  on  tliis  siihjcfl  wvv  f:il<cii  fmin  an  aitii-lc  \w 
.ludire  Ailanis,  pul)!i-|inl  in  tlic  Jiarlfdid  I'nst  of  t'"cl)i  nary  lllli.  ISS'J,  an^l  cvi.lfntiy 
Jiri'sont  lii>  lali'^t,  an.l  niuru  matiiro  ciimlnsjons,  on  Uii>  somcwliat  vcxcil  cjni'slion. 
—  H.  It.  S. 

MVlii<l\  lia.l  il-ilf.  as  SavaLro  conjccliin-s  ( W'inI  1ip.|i's  lli.sl.  Xrir  EiKjhin'l.  p. 
43,  iiotr)  takiii  its  naino  from  the  lianitcl  of  W'atiTtown.  in  tlir  ]i;nisli  nf  T.nilin;,'- 
toii,  on  till'  1-lf  of  Axcliolmc,  a  jilaco  with  whii'li  Sir  llidiaol  SMllon-lalt.  tlic  rliicf 
mnn  of  tlu'  Watrrlown.  Ma>s.  (Mjlony,  liad  l)ccn  in  sonic  way  aiipKiinti'il  or  ron- 
IiicU-i!. 

'  .Tu>t  as  thp  iianios  of  Xorwifli  anil  .'^laniford  and  of  other  .\niirican  towns,  are 
piniilarly  accountod  for  by  their  respective  liistorians. 
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sup-jj^cslf;  that  ilic  u.uiic  Wcilicrsticld  uucs  its  origin  to  the  fact  that 
John  Talcnti  ■"uiu'  nf  the  nin.-t  ])r(iiniii('nt  anioiiy  the  ])i'oprietors  of  the 
new  ]ilautati"ii,"  canic  from  ilic  iiciiililidrhdod  nf  Wclhcr.-liclil,  Eiig- 
hind,  liut,  ,Mr.  Tali'Mir,  \v\\n  did  n^i  arrive  in  Coniicft  iciit  until  IGiiG, 
Avas  not  <inf  of  ilic  ]ll•ollI•i(■Iol•^  of  thr  new  ])hiiitai  ion  ;  and,  inasinnch 
as  he  came  from  JJraintroc,  uhicli  was  in  the  neighhoi'liood  of  several 
other  ]>ai-islics  be<id(.'.s  Wcthcvsticld,  J'roj'.  De-xler's  siqiposilioii  socin?' 
hai-illy  to  ho  .-iih>iaiiliatt'(L  A'or  do  \vl'  lind  tlial  doliu  ()l(lliain,  Andr^'W 
^^'arll,  Xathanirl  I'oi.ti'  or  any  of  the  "'AdNciii  uriTs"  or  jiioiu'Ci's  of 
l(>'j-ii>,  wciv  nali\cs,  or,  in  any  wise,  councetrd  witli  A\'(^tlierslield, 
Old  J'higland,  so  far  as  the  ]ihicc.-~  of  tlicir  naliviiics  have  eonio  to 
our  kiiowic'duc  In  the  artich'  on  Welhi^'.-licld,  prepared  hy  tlie  writer 
for  the  Mciiioniil  Ilislury  of  llartj'in-d  C<niiilij.  he  ventured  tlie  sug- 
gestion (tliough  willi  some  hesitation)  that  .joiin  Chirke,  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  Welhersfield,  may  ha\e  lie(-n  the  ])erson  of  the  same 
name,  en- his  son,  who  iuheriu  d  W'etherslield  Manor,  in  I'SJ!),  and  that 
he  may  ha\e  given  ilie  mime  lo  his  tran>atlantie  home.  Or,  tha.t  the 
Vi-ife  of  ,Mr.  J.e.mard  Chester  (if,  as  Mr.  j!ond,  the  Waleilown,  .\rafs., 
historian,  sup[io.-re.->)  she  \\as  ]\Iarv  Xi-ville,  was  pi'ohahly  the  descend- 
ant of  Si-  I'vgh  de  Neville,  -I.e.rd  <d'  Welhersfield,"  and  that  she,  the 
mother  ol  liie  lirst  wlute  child  in  the  (."onnect  icnt  Wethersileld,  nniy 
have  heen  the  occasion  of  the  new  plantation  luiving  received  this 
name,  in  the  year  next  sueceeding  that  child's  lurth.  Tint  Mr.  Chester 
himself  came  from  Leiee^ier-hire,  ami  a  preponderance  of  evidence 
seems  to  estahli.-h  the  fact  that  .Mrs.  Chester  was,  earlier,  the  wi'low 
Mary  Wade  and  a  daughter  of  Xicholas  Sharpe. 

And  though  INFr.  Chester's  mothei'  was  a  sister  of  Kev.  Thomas 
Ilookt'r,  yet  tliis  does  not  aid  us  in  the  solution  of  the  ])rohlcm,  since 
she  was  from  Lei'-estershirc.  There  has  been  a  supposition  advanced 
(upon  what  basis  we  know  not)  that  the  J\q\.  Eichai'd  Ivoger.s,  Avho 
died  in  I'ilS,  after  having  been  fur  forty-three  years  the  pastor  at 
Wcther>field,  Kngland,'  was  the  cause  of  the  selection  of  the  name 
of  that  pari.-h,  for  ibis  new  ]>lantalion  on  the  Conn(>cticut.  But,  the 
present  writer  has  not  adu]ited  this  suggestion,  since  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  moti\e  for  coiiiiecting  ,Mr.  Rogers  with  any  of  the  first 
settlers  of  this  Wethersfield,  who  would  have  been  apt  to  have  been  con- 
cc'-ned  in  the  naming  of  the  town.      Mr.   Ifogers  was  knowTi  as  the 


1  -Mit.  i;uiiAKip  laii  I  KS,  pro.Tchor  of  Goil'.?  \\o\\\  :it  \\'ftli<'isfiilil,  in  Es'^px,  had 
40^,  willcj  to  him  l.y  l!.)l)oit  Wtiit<.\  yeoman  of  Messing,  1(!17.  ."Wio  Ei\r).  Gcncal. 
Urtjistcr,  I,V.  Jiiu..   I'JOl.  pp.  22-2,3. 
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author  of  I'/ic  Seven  'Treatises,  a  work  wliicli  passsod  through  many  edi- 
tions, and  was  read  far  and  wido,  especially  hy  tlie  nou-eonffirniing 
clcrjiynicn  of  his  day.  lie  was,  in  the  lan<;uafrc  of  a  writer  who  is 
•quoled  apjiniviii:;ly  by  Cotton  .Mather,  "another  Knoeli  in  his  age,"  and 
a  I'liritan  of  the  strictest  and  nio^t  energetic  type.  His  son,  Ilev. 
-Ezekiel  Rogers,  born  in  Wetherstield,  Kngland,  became  pastor  of  the 
(parish  of  Rowley,  Knu'land,  and  in  1<J.'58,  was  oiu;  of  the  foumlers  and 
(the  first  minister  of  Ivo\\](y,  ]\Iass.  A  nephew,  Kev.  Xathaniil  Rogers 
i(son  of  liev.  John  of  Dedham,  ICnglandj,  was  settled  at  Ipswich,  in 
ICi'.iG,  and  it  was  in  his  honor  that  Dedham,  ^lass.,  was  named. 

Xow,  in  tliat  way,  if  at  all,  was  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Rogers  to  become  the  important  factor  in  the  naming  of  the  new  t(nvn- 
ship  in  Connecticut.  The  writer  believes  it  wds  in  this  way.  Among 
the  six  mendicrs  of  the  Wafcrtown  (Ma>s.)  church  who,  in  .May,  l(5o5, 
were  dismissed  '"with  intent  to  form  anew  in  a  church  covenatit  in  the 
River  of  Connecticut,"  was  the  Rev.  John  Sherman,  then  in  the  twenty- 
third  year  of  his  age  and  a  native  of  Dedham.  in  the  County  Essex, 
England.  "With  him  came  his  father,  ]-](bimnd  Sherman  and  n  younger 
brotlier  Sanuud.  Etlmund  and  Rev.  John,  his  son,  took  u))  adjoining 
liomesteads  on  the  east  sid(>  of  IIi;>h  Sn-eet,  r  little  ""v.tl:  of  the  prciCiit 
l^rison  Lane.  Rev.  John  was  probably  the  first  clergyman  who  ever 
preached  in  Wetliersfield  until  U'>-',~,  in  which  yt'ar  he  was  a  UKMuber 
'(at  its  ^lay  session)  of  the  Committee,  or  lower  house  of  the  General 
'Court.  Jle  had  lieen  in  England,  a  member  of  Rev.  John  Roge.r's 
church;  and,  if  Mather  is  to  be  credited,  it  was  u])on  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Rogers,  his  instructor,  that  he  went  away  from  Dedham,  under 
the  cliaracter  of  a  "college  Puritan."  There  was  no  occasion  for  naming 
the  new  townshi])  ])edham;  which,  when  the  question  came  up  in  the 
Court,  would  ])r(.bably  have  been  ^Ir.  Sherman's  first  choice,  since  that 
iiameha<l  already  been  givc'u  to  a  Alassaclntsetts  town.  l^)tit,  as  .Mr.  .Sher- 
man equally  respected  and  venerated  the  name  of  the  more  widely  known 
Richard  Rogers,  brother  of  the  said  John  Rogers,  we  may  reasonably 
••supj)0se  that  he  may  have  suggesled  tlie  mime  of  Richard  Rogers'  pai'ish 
■and  procured  its  adoption  for  the  name  of  the  new  township,  of  whieh 
"then,  and  until  1*";40,  he  was  a  citizen.  Tn  that  year  he  sold  his  liome 
lot  to  Thomas  Ihmce;  in  May,  was  freed  from  watching,  and  removed 
to  ]\Iilford  from  whence  he  served  as  de])uty  to  the  Geiu'ral  Court  of  the 
Kew  Haven  Colony,  in  104:].  Tn  lO-N-."),  he  joiiuMl  with  some  of  his 
old  Wetliersfield  neighbors  in  the  settlement  of  llranford;  and  in 
1647,  returned  to  AVatertown,  ^Tass..  where  he  succeeded  Rev.  ^Ir. 
Phillij'ts  and  where  he  died  in  Ids,";,  in  his  T2d  year.     ^ly  eonclusiuu  is, 
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that  as  Dcdliam,  !M;i.s>.,  was  naiiici]  in  lienor  of  llov.  .Tolin  lingers,  and 
Rowley,  ]\lass.,  after  Rev.  Ricliard  Roncrs,  that  Rev.  John  Sherinau 
was  the  persi.in  throTijih  whose  ai;cncy  was  secured  the  iianie  of  Welliers- 
field. 

It  has  heeii  commonly  supposed  that  these  Rogers  of  l-'ssex  Co.,  Eng- 
land, were  deseendants  of  John  Rngors,  the  martyr  of  lt'i5."j;  hut  the 
learned  antiquarian,  ('nl.  .Icsepli  L.  ('hester.  has  ]iro\-en  that  this  cijuhl 
not  ha'/e  hccn  the  case.  It  is  also  wc'll  to  nf>te  that  a  John  lingers  was 
one  of  the  fuiuiders  of  !Milford.  Conn.,  and  that  that  town's  historian 
makes  him  also  to  have  descended  from  the  martyr,  which  als«f^5  not 
{)rohaIde.  -»;• 

[Tni:  ]\Ir];Di:i:  of  ~Shi.  Jotix  Oliuiam  ]iv  tiif.  Ixdians,  ix  1037,  was 
the  tragic  ending  f.f  a  roving  and  adventurous  life,  ^\•hi(•h  towards  its 
close  had  hecome  somewhat  intimately  connected  with  Wethcrstield's 
liistory.  lie  had  led  them  to  this  Vale  of  Content  in  this  Promised 
Land,  to  which  their  hnpes  had  turned;  and,  in  the  intervals  of  his 
trading  voviigrs,  he  had  farmed  the  lands  v/hieh  he  held  liy  right  as  one 
of  the  "adventtirers."  ]V i/if limp's:  Juuiiinl  (Hislonj  Srvj  Enf/Innd, 
Vol.  I,  p]i.  i'L'5-G)  gives  us  tlie  ftdle-t  d<-iails  of  this  '■■•d  event,  under 
date  of 20,  10.'3G,  as  f.-llows : 

'■John  Gallup,  with  one  man  more,  an<l  two  little  hoys,  coming  from 
Connecticut  in  a  bark  of  twenty  tons,  intending  to  ])ut  in  at  Long  Island, 
to  trade,  and  being  at  the  month  of  the  harVior,  were  forced  by  a  sudden 
change  of  the  wind,  to  bear  tip  for  Block  Island  or  Fisher's  Island,  lying 
before  Xarragansctt,  where  they  espied  a  small  pinnace,  whicli  drawing 
near  unto,  they  found  to  be  ^Ir.  Oldham's  (an  old  planter  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Watcrto\\ni  congregation),  who  had  been  long  out  a  trading, 
having  with  him  only  two  English  i)oys  and  two  Indians  of  Xarragan- 
eett.  So,  they  hailed  him,  but  had  no  answer,  aiul  the  deck  was  fidl  of 
Indians  (fourteen  in  all)  and  a  canoe  was  gone  from  her  full  of  Indians 
and  goods.  "\A1ierenpon,  they  suspected  that  they  had  killed  John 
Oldham,  and  the  rather  l-.ecause  the  Indians  let  slip  and  set  up  sail.^ 
being  two  miles  fr<Jin  shore,  and  the  wind  and  tlie  tide  being  off  the 
shore  of  the  island,  whereby  they  drove  towards  the  main  at  Xarra- 
gansett.  AMiereiipon,  they  went  ahead  of  thcjn,  and  having  but  two 
pieces  and  two  pistols,  ami  nr>thin2'  but  duck  slirit,  they  bear  up  near 
the  Indians  (who  stood  ready  armed  with  guns,  ])ikes  and  swords)  and 
let  fly  among  them,  and  so  galled  them  as  they  all  gate  under  hatches. 
Then  they  stood  oil  again,  and  returning  with  a  good  gale  they  stemmed 
her  upon  the  quarter  and  almost  o\erset  her,  which  so  frightened  the 
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In<li{ms,  ns  six  of  tliciii  Iciiped  ovcrlifjanl  iiiul  wen-  drownod.  Yet,  they 
durst  not  hoiird  lioi',  hut  Amn)  oil"  iigaiii,  and  fittcil  thoir  aiK-hor,  so  as, 
stciiiniliii;-  lici'  thr  .second  tiiiii-,  thcv  hoi-cd  ]\rv  how  thnmiih  willi  thrir 
anchfi)',  and  so  sticking  j'li.-'t  {<<  hci-,  they  iiia<lc  dixci's  shots  through  lior 
(l)(;ini;-  Imf  inrh  hoard)  and  so  ralccd  1ki-  fore  and  aft,  as  tiicy  nul^t 
needs  Imrt  or  hill  some  rd'  llic  Indians;  but  seeing  none  of  tlieiii  conic 
forlli,  they  gale  loose  from  her  and  sti_)od  olT  again.  'Allien  I'our  or 
five  nioi'e  of  the  Indians  lea]ied  into  llie  mm  and  wei'e  lil;e\vi-e  <iro\\neih 
So,  lliere  heing  now  hut  four  or  iive  h'ft  in  lier  they  Ijoarded  her, 
Avliereupon  one  Indian  eaine  up  and  yielded;  him  tliey  hound  and 
j)ut  inoi  hold.  'J'heu  anoth(;r  yielded  wliom  they  hound.  iiut 
John  (lalluj),  heing  ^vc]l  aeijuainled  witli  their  skill  to  imtie  themselves 
if  two  of  them  he  loft  togellier,  and  having  no  place  to  keep  tiieui 
iisiindei-,  he  threw  him  into  (the)  sea;  and  looking  al)(Mit,  they  found 
Jolm  Oldham  under  an  old  seine,  stark  naked,  his  head  cleft  to  the 
brains,  and  his  hand  ami  legs  ctit,  as  if  they  Inid  heen  cutting  them 
ofl','  <ind  yet  warm.  So  they  jnit  him  into  the  sea,  hut  could  not  get  to 
tlie  otlier  two  Indians,  who  were  in  a  little  room  underneath,  with  their 
swords.  So  ihey  t')ok  the  goods  which  were  left,  and  the  sails,  etc.,  and 
tov.'od  the  hoat  ..v.'ay,  hut  with  the  night  couung  on  ano  ilie  wind  rising 
tliey  -were  forced  to  turn  her  oil',  and  the  wiu'l  carried  her  to  the  Xav- 
ragajisett  shore." 

A  most  gallant  deed  Avas  this,  in  truth,  which  stands  t.o  the  undying 
credit  of  C'apt.  John  Galluj)  and  his  .-^hi}lnultes.  Three  of  the  seven 
Indians,  wlio  were  drowned  in  this  encoiuiter,  were  sachems;  ami  nearly 
a  hundred  fathotns  of  AVampum  ami  otlier  of  Oldham's  goods,  together 
with  the  two  hoys  who  were  with  him,  and  who  (according  to  Brad- 
ford s  Jlisl.  Xor  E)i(l.  CuDiinoinrrnlllt  K(hli(/)i,  p.  232)  were  ''his 
kinsmen''  and  'Svere  sa\c-d  hut  had  sonu^  hurts,"  were  returned  hy 
Miantonomoh  to  the  lOnglish  authoi'ities." 

Such  was  the  end  of  ^Ir.  .L-lin  Oldham,  who,  for  some  years  had  heen 
a  rather  conspicuous  iigure  in  hotli  the  ^lass.  and  Plymouth  Colonies; 
and,  says  Bradford  ''  this  his  death  was  one  ground  of  the  Pe(piot  warre 
Avhicli  folhn\ed."' 

Oldham  must  hav(^  had  same  social  slaltis^  for  lie  is  almost  uniformly 
meulionid  hy  tlie  early  ehronicders  as  "Mr."  a  term  not  lightly  used  in 
those  days.    He  came  to  Ply)noulh  in  3<'i2o.  in  the  ship  Ann.    His  active 


1  As  ^va•^  un(loiil)lO(ny  ll]c  c.isc,  for  (he  reader  of  early  Xew  Kim'laiul  liislnry  will 
rcineiiiliev  tfuit  it  was  exactly  in  tins  barbarous  manner  lliat  Ca[il.  Jolm  Tilly  of 
W'inilsor,  in  Oetober.  1010,  was  nnitilnfed  while  yet  alive. 

MViiiUiroi),  \'ol.   I.,  p.  2-J8. 
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Ciiiiiiivjuicc,  ill  Hlijl,  with  \l(\.  .Iiiliu  L\  I'di'd,  in  jilutl  in;;',  luith  licrc,  ;in<l 
by  c'<>rr('s|)(iii(lriii'c  wilh  a  fad  ii>ii  in  I'ln^laml,  a,i;aiii-l  llic  inliTc-ls  <>f 
tlif  JMynioutli  ( 'i>iii|iaiiy  ;  lii-,  dcliaiu-f  of  aii<l  (Jrawini;'  a  knifr  on  C'ajit. 
Slanilisli  wlicii  rallid  ii|ion  duly  <d'  "walcli,  and  ward:""  his  oiitra^rons 
coiuhicl  lo\\■a^d^  tlic  (ioNcrnor  liimsclf,  ■"i-aiiipinn'  nior.  like  a  fiTocious 
boasl  tliaii  a  man"  and  hi-  (•iir>iiii:'  i  as  a  niodcni  wilier  wonhl  hax'c  put 
it,  'iiis  ■hni;;\\idi;c"  liil  wcr  orfiil"  )  fairly  amazed  ihe  pious  and  ili:;iu- 
fied  i;i'iiilemen  of'  IMymonlh  and  tiiialls'  canned  hi-  arre.-l  and  eximlsion 
from  llie  Colony.  11  is  family,  liowexcr  were  iiermilled  to  i-emain  <i\vv 
the  winler,  <>r  iiulil  he  eoidd  make  eoinforlalde  ju'o\  i-Ion  for  ihelr  re- 
moval. Jle  Weill  for  awhile,  to  Xaiitasket,  whei-e  lie  found  .souk-  coii- 
gcuial  spirits  \\h<i  had  al.-o  liiveii  llio  Colony  troiihle  and  where  he,  him- 
self, seems  to  have  aiven  the  Colony  I'urtlier  troiihle  hy  interferim;-  with 
its  fishijiii-plaut  at  Cape  Ann.  In  rhe  s[)riiig'  of  JiIlTi,  altlioii::li  he  had 
betMi  forbidden  so  to  do,  \iv  came  hack  to  Plynionth  and  aiiain  mi-he- 
havod,  whereupon  he  was  jailed  until  he  had  cooled  down,  and  in  ^larcli 
of  tluil  year  was  again  expelled,  this  time  heiiiij,  atlt'uded  '"  by  a  gard  of 
nuiskc'teei's  which  he  was  to  jiass  throw,  ami  crcri/  our  inis  unh-rril  to  qice 
]ii)ii  (I  tliinup  (1)1  the  hricli .  irilli  IJir  biil-fiid  uf  Jii.s  iiuisj,-rl  anj  llicn  ims 
cunrcicil  i'j  ","^  >r'il -r-'-nlr  irlirrr  it  hi, ill  iriis  rccuJ:;  h  canij  Itiin  aivaij. 
Tlicn  llicij  bid  It  nil  iju  and  imu'l  hi.s  iiianiirrs." 

After  declinini;'  a  ]iroposilion  from  the  Dorcliester  people  to  trade  for 
tbeni  with  iIk;  Indians  (for  e\idi'ntly  his  ca|iahility  as  a  seaman  and 
trader  was  recojiiiizod)  he  sailed,  in  in2''>,  for  Vii-iiinia,  but  says  Brad- 
ford, "it  so  jilea^ed  God  yt  ye  bark  that  carried  him.  and  may  others 
passengers,  was  in  ihat  danger  as  thiy  despaired  of  life,  so  as  ninny 
of  them,  as  they  fell  to  prayer,  so  also  did  they  begin  to  examine  their 
con.scicnce.s,  and  confess  such  sins  as  did  most  burden  them.  And  ^Ir. 
Oldliam  did  make  a  free  and  Lirge  confession  of  yn  wrongs  and  hurt  lie 
had  done  to  ye  ])(Mi])le  ami  church  here  (that  is.  Plyuionih  )  in  many  par- 
tieular.s,  that  as  Ik-  bad  souiibi  their  mini',  -o  Cod  had  now  meet  with  him 
•and  might  destroy  him,  yea,  Ik^  feared  they  all  fared  the  worse  for  his 
Bake,  lie  ]ii'ayed  (lod  in  fcu-give  him  and  made  \-owes  that,  if  ye  Lord 
spared  his  life,  be  would  become  otherwise  ami  ye  like.  This  1  bad 
from  some  of  good  credit,  yet  living  in  ye  r>ay,  and  were  them.-elves 
partners  in  tlie  same  degree  mi  the  shouhls  of  Cape  ('oihl,  and  lieanl  it 
from  bis  own  moutli.  It  ^ileased  God  to  s]iare  their  lives,  though  they 
lost  thei)-  viage:  and  in  time  afterwards  Oldham  caricd  himself  fairlv 
towards  thcin,  and  acknowledged  ye  hand  of  God  to  be  witli  them,  and 
Bcemed  to  have  an  honorable  re-pect  of  them  and  so  farre  made  bis  peace 
witli  them  as  be,  in  after  time,  bad  libertie  to  go  an  coiiie  and  converse 
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with  thciii,  at  his  jjlcaMiro."  Indeed,  to  far  had  he  potion  baek  in  the 
good  graces  of  '"tlie  saints  lie  liad  formerly  trouhk'd*'  that  wlien  tlio 
next  year,  .Morton  of  ^lerry  ,Mo\int,  the  auari'liist  of  that  period,  was 
eent  to  J-lngland  to  he  dealt  with,  Oldliani  was  entrusted  with  his 
custody. 

''After  this''  says  llradfurd,  "  he  went  to  \'irginia,  and  had  there  a 
great  siekne.ss,  but  recovered  and  came  hack  againe  to  his  familie  in  ye 
I'ay,  and  there  lived  till  some  store  of  people  came  over."  As  a  resident 
now  of  the  ]\la>saelm.-etts  ]'ay,  he  coiu'-s  a^ain  into  view,  in  1020,  in 
l.onduu,  (where  accoi'ding'  to  the  records  of  ihe  ^lass.  Coloney,  then 
kept  in  that  city)  he  was  making-  himself  olino.xioiis  to  ihe  Govcru'tr  and 
Council  of  that  Company,  by  his  persistent  pressing  upon  their  notice, 
of  plans  and  claims  which  they  evidently  considercMl  to  be  more  for  his 
benefit  than  for  their  own.  These  i)ro]iositions  were  ajiparently  based 
upon  a  patent,  Avhich  Oldham  had  (obtained,  or  in  which  he  was  some- 
how interested,  from  Sir  Gorues,  and  his  proposal  to  have  this  patent  ex- 
amined hy  the  CoUipany,  leads  to  an  entry  on  their  records,  ^May  11th, 
1G29  that  ''  it  is  agreed  not  to  have  any  treaty  witli  him  about  it,  by 
reason,  it  is  thought,  he  doth  it  not  out  of  love,  but  out  of  some  sinister 
respect."  Other  siniilaT  -entries  also  ir.dicatc  their  c:;{reiiiO  di.-traot 
of  him.  They  had  but  recently  sent  over  ^fr.  John  Endicott  to  Mass., 
as  the  Governor  of  the  Coloney  there;  and,  to  him  they  sent  a  letter  of 
instructions,  April  17th,  1020,  in  which  they  say  '"^Mr.  John  Oldham, 
came  from  Xew  England,  not  long  before  your  arrival  there  [indeed  the 
ships  which  conveyed  Gov.  Endicott  and  Oldham  respectively,  must 
have  crossed  each  other  on  the  way]  by  whom  we  have  had  no  small 
distraction  in  our  business,  having  been  cast  Iiehind  at  the  least,  two 
months'  time  in  our  voyage  [a  shiitment  of  emigrants  and  supplies  which 
the  Company  was  preparing  to  send  to  Xev,-  England  in  the  Geonje,  the 
Talbot  and  'Jlte  Lion's  ]V]ifIp  and  which  sailed  after  the  middle  of 
April],  through  the  variety  of  his  vast  conceits  of  extraordinary  gain 
of  3  to  1,  propounded  to  ns,  to  l)e  made  and  raised  in  tliree  years,  if  he 
might  have  the  managing  of  our  stock,  professing  to  bo  contented  for 
his  own  enqJoymoni,  S(i  he  might  have  rbo  overjilus  of  his  gains.  With 
whom,  after  lor.g  time  spent  in  sundry  treaties,  finding  him  a  man 
altogether  unfit  for  us  to  deal  with,  we  have  at  last  left  him  to  his 
o\ni  way:  and,  as  we  are  informed,  he  v.itli  some  others  are  providing 
a  vessel,  and  is  niimled.  as  soon  as  he  can  dispateh,  to  come  for  Xew 
England,  pretending  himself  to  settle  him-elf  in  ^lass.  Jjay,  claiming  a 
title  and  right  by  grant  from  Sir  Eernandino  Gorge's  son,  which  we 
are  well  sntislled,  by  good  counsel,  is  void  in  law.     He  will  admit  of 
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no  terms  of  agrcemoiit,  unless  wo  will  leave  him  at  libeny  to  trade 
for  beaver  with  the  natives,  which  we  deny  to  the  host  of  our  own 
planters.  Neither  is  he  satistied  tu  trade  f<»r  himsell',  witli  his  own 
stock  and  means,  which  wu  ccmceive  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  much 
hinder  us:  hut  he  doth  intci-est  other  men,  who,  for  aui;ht  we  know 
are  never  likely  to  he  heneJicial  to  the  planting  of  the  country;  tlieir  own 
particidar  profits  |  though  to  the  overthrow  of  the  general  plantation] 
being  their  chief  aim  and  intent."  Then,  after  asking  the  Governor 
to  warn  the  old  planters  of  the  colony  concerning  Oldham,  they  continue 
thus:  "Wo  find  him  a  man  so  affected  to  his  own  opinion,  as  not  to  be 
removed  from  il,  neither  by  rc-ason  or  any  persuasion,  and  unless  he 
may  bear  sway  and  have;  all  things  cariied  to  his  good  liking,  we  have 
little  hope  of  quiet  or  comfortable  *  -  '^^  "  where  he  shall  make 
his  abode,"  and  conclude  l)_y  warning  Endicott  and  his  Counsel  to 
"sui)i)ress  a  mischief  before  it  take  too  great  a  head." 

"J'hc  instructions,  from  which  we  thus  quote,  show  the  company's  thor- 
ough distrust  of  the  man  ami  their  anxiety  to  antici[)ate  his  movements 
and  designs  to  obtain  a  foothold  in  the  ^lassachusetts  IJay. 

]{eturning  to  Xew  England  in  the  late  summer  or  fall  of  1G29 
(probably)  ai)])arently  foiled  (at  least  in  the  fullr.css)  cf  liia  great 
plans,  we  next  hear  of  Oldham  as  being  admitted  a  freeman  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  May  ISth,  KJ;]!.  lie  was  an  early  settler  at 
Watertown,  a  church  member  there  and  apparently  trusted  and  re- 
spected. In  ]\iay,  1G."52,  he  was  one  of  the  two  Watcrtown  deputies 
chosen  to  advise  with  the  Governor  and  Council  about  raising  a  ])ublic 
stock.  In  the  sununer  of  this  year,  accor<ling  to  Winthrop,  "he  had  a 
small  house  near  the  wear  at  Watertown,  ma<le  all  of  clapboards, 
burnt  down  by  making  a  fire  in  it  when  it  had  no  chimney,"  an  oversight 
which  we  should  hai-dly  have  expected  of  so  sensible  a  man  as  Mr. 
Oldham.  In  ]\lav,  Itiol,  he  was  one  of  that  town's  three  representa- 
tives to  the  first  General  Court  of  Massachusetts.  And  he  had  fairly 
earned  the  reputation  of  a  fearless,  enterprising  and  successful  trader 
and  ex])lorer  among  the  ln<liaTis  of  the  Xew  England  coast,  and  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley.  Evi<lently,  he  was  now  showiuii'  the  better  side 
of  his  nature.  AVilh  qualities  which  might  have  been  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  sevei'al  communities  with  whom,  from  time  to  time,  he 
was  identified,  in  the  planting  of  Xew  England — if  only  his  principles 
had  been  strong  enough  to  resist  the  leadings  of  his  own  personal 
ambition;  but  which,  lacking  that  strength,  rendered  him  a  dangerous 
man,  l(>d  him  into  grievous  trouble  and  leaves  him  a  smirched  and 
discredited  figur(>  upon  the  hori/oFi  of  history.     Being  such  as  he  was, 


6o 


HISTOUV     OV    ANCIENT    WKTIIFKSViri.n. 


it  Wiis  ))crli;i]is  I'ufliiiuitc,   IhiiIi    I'.ir  ilic  jiriicc  <<(  \\'r\\u'v.<i]i']i\   iiml  tliat 
of    llic    t'oiiiuTiiriit    ('uImiiv,    iliat    his    a.-Sdc-ial  inn    willi    llicm    was    so 

s(M)ii  tciiiiiiiatcii.— y/.  y,'.  >'.  I 

]lul.l,ar<l  (///.sV.  .V,,,.  y;„^.,  ISir,;  J/as-x.  Ifisl.  Snr..  ].]..  O-'VOl) 
after  btatiiiii'  thai  Ol'lham  and  his  friend  T.yford,  were  looked  upon  by 
sonic  in  the  Plynioutli  ('olony,  as  "seemingly,  at  h-ast,  rolii;ions'' 
and  that  tlic  ori-inal  cause  of  ihrii'  eontrntion  wa,-  a  ridi^ious  ono 
(a  matter  i>{  l>a[)tisni)  c,'oes  on  to  say,  "whieh,  it'  there  wove  any 
toh'raide  ground  tliat  it  .-Imnhl  pass  foi'  tlie  truth,  the  terms  of  wicked- 
ness with  wdiicli  their  praetices  are  hran(h'<l  in  the  memoirs  id'  A'ew 
Enghuid  seem  a  littU',  if  not  nineh,  loo  har>h  ;  for,  according'  to  the 
old  rule,  "J)c  iiicrhii-^-  nil  idsi  hnic"  ^  [say  nolhinii'  of  tln'  di'ad  unless  it 
be  charitable] .  'J'hc  dtljr)'ciiffs  of  incn'.'^  in-iiiri/Jcs  (iiid  disnlranlnf/rs 
of  their  itahiniJ  Icmpcr  ( irjicniit  (Jtri/  arc  aid  In  hi'  laacli  }ais!cd  in  (lie 
inanafjcini'id  of  l/irir  Jtw////).*)  ou(ilil  ralhcr,  irlicii  Ihcrc  is  suiccrdij, 
he  i>nj)uh'd  lo  llic  ireakncss  of  Ihcir  vlrlacs.  iliaii  llic  irichedness  of 
their  vices."  !Mr.  01dham">  propeily  and  e.-late  was  fonml  to  be  some- 
what seattereil,  ]iart  in  .Ma.->achnsetts,  and  }iari  in  Connect  ieut,  thouixh 
not,  as  we  can  judae,  veiw  considerable  in  amount,  d'he  ^rassaidiuseits 
authorities  showed  i;rear  jier-i-ten..!.  in  their  att-.'mp!::  to  oollcrt  it 
together  for  the  use  of  his  widow  and  family;  and  the  records  of  both 
colonies  show  ample  evidt'iiee  <d'  their  determination  to  render  a  full 
and  ample  probate  record  of  it.'  It  was,  wp  presume,  the  first  settlement 
of  an  estate  made  in  tlu^  plantations  upon  the  Connecticut  Iliver. 

Tjik  Wkthiksiiki.o  I.MiiAX  ]\1a.ss.\ci;i;  of  li',:',7.  Tp  to  this  time 
Wetherslield,  with  her  sisler  towns,  hatl  experienced  no  especial  trouble 
or  annoyance'  from  the  Indians,  'briie,  there  had  been  some  murders 
committed,  such  as  those  of  Tilley,  Stone,  ]N"oi-ton  and  Oldham,  gen- 
erally of  seamen  an<l  traders,  A\ho.  adventuring  along  the  coasts  or 
rivers,  insufficiently  manned  and  frequently  incautious,  as  to  their 
personal  safety,  wei-e  easy  victims  to  the  cujiidity  of  tlu'  savages.  ]5ut 
these,  after  all,  seemed  to  them  but  sjioradic  cases  in  character — isohited 
instances — having  no  special  relation  to  one  another,  and  therefore  not 
arousinu'  the  fears  cd'  the  community,  who  went  on  peacid'ully,  phmting 


'  Ttio  word  "Ifiic"  (oriL'iiial  rriot  of  f.ur  w.iiv]  Iriiiriil)  l>ci(^  ii^cil  t>y  lluljli.iiil, 
Becms  to  us  lo  give  .a  I)C'U<.r  tone  r.ml  si^jnifiraiioii  to  tliis  .Tuciinl  (|U()lnli(Jii  tli:iu 
the  word  honum  (good)  coniiiioiily  cinplnyi  d.  ]'iiv.  wliilc  it  may  imt  always  he 
po.ssible  to  speak  "good"  (well)  of  the  dead,  it  is  pos>il)lo.  as  will  as  a  Cluistiaii 
duty  lo  speak  Ieuieiill\'  of  them  as  juA  assuming  ouv.^elvcs  to  be  llieir  judges:  but, 
as  leaving  that  to  tioil,  "wlio  i<  the  judge  of  all  things."     Jl.  R.  S. 

■Ouini.  Col.  AVc,  I.,  pp.  0,  4,  .'>,  (i,   12,  43. 


TIIK    INinAX    WKTIIKUSFIKLD    MASSACHK    OK     IC-l?. 


6i 


llii'ir    ficlils,    raisin:;-   tlii'ir   Ikhix's   aiul   i;cltiiii;'   lo    (vc\    more   and    mure 
"al  liniiie"  in  tlicir  New  Wiu'ld  Mii'rniunlings. 

[  With  an  dlllcial  surxcy  oi"  lluir  town's  lionndarics  ;  a  l)ran(l  new  luiiuc 
in  j)]aoe  of  tlieir  older  and  borrowed  oiw:  a  new  clmrcli,  small  thungli  it 
was  and  dividet]  in  memlicrsliii) ;  and  a  eunstalile  to  represent  "the 
majesty  of  the  law;"  the  new  townsliip,  tliiis  t'ldlv  (Mjuippeil  wiili  all 
the  re(]iiiremciits  called  I'm'  hy  the  Kni;li>h  idea  ol'  a  town,  may  he  said 
U)  ha\'e  heeii  "lidtini;'  alon^'  famously.""' 

Upon  this  seene  rif  ]iro.-,peroii.-^  aetix'ity,  there  now  fell,  "like  li^hlnini:; 
from  a  elear  sky,"'  a  disaslt'r  so  great,  as  for  a  time,  to  ])aralyze  the  hearts 
and  cncri;ies  ni'  the  WetluM-sfiekl  soltlcrti.  We  refer  to  the  Indian  mas- 
sacre of  April  l':h1,  1(',;;7. 

The  Kiver  Indians  in  the  immediate  vieinity  of  the  AViMhersficld  set- 
tlers, from  whom  they  had  hoiight  their  lands,  and  with  whom  they  were 
in  daily  eojitaet,  had  thus  far  proved  friendly,  and  though  I'cn-ently  there 
had  heen  siniie  disagreement  with  them,  still  there  \\as  no  reason  to  con- 
sidei-  them  as  liostiK'.  The  hlastern  Indians,  howd'er,  especially  the 
hold  an<l  warlike  Pecpiods,  had  of  late  shown  mueli  restlessness  and  sus- 
pieion  of  tlie  ^'iMle  iiiairs  presence  amoun-  {hem;  r::',  hy  ;i  series  of 
murders  and  attacks  n])ou  property^  hati  kei)t  the  iMiylisli  m  a  constant 
stale  of  alarm. 

Gov.  Ijradford  (Ilisl.  Xar  Eiij/..  p.  4T.I)  records,  ^[nno  Jhj))i.,  10:57. 
"]n  ye  fon^  ])arte  of  this  year,  the  l'e(pients  fell  ojienly  njion  yc 
English  at  Conephtecnte,  in  the  lower  parts  of  ye  river,  and  slew  sun- 
dry of  tliein  (as  th(>v  were  at  work  in  yc  fields),  hoth  men  &  women, 
to  ye  great  terrour  of  yc  rest  ;  asid  went  away  in  great  prid  and  triumph 
and  immy  high  threats.  They  allso  assaulted  a  fort  at  ye  river's 
month,  though  strong  and  well  <lefended  and  though  they  did  not 
there  jirevaile,  yet  it  struck  them  | /.  c.  the  Eng■li,-^h  |  with  much  fear 
and  astonislnneiit  to  see  their  hould  attemjjTs  in  the  face  of  danger, 
wliicli  inade  them  [  /.  c,  the  hhiglish  |  in  all  ]ilaccs  to  staml  upon  their 
gard,  and  to  ])rcpare  for  I'esistance,  kc.'' 

To  the  inhahitants  of  A\'elliersHeld  this  state  of  things  must  have 
])een  very  <d(  sely  hrought  home  l>v  the  death  of  their  former  leader  and 
fellow  cit  i/.eii,  .Mr.  Oldham,  in  the  prece<ling  summi'r. 

The  tronhles  at  the  fort  at  Sayhrook,  ahove  alluded  to  by  TJradford, 
are  thus  more  fully  S]>oken  of  hy  WintJirDp  ( T,  2oG)   wdio  says,  under 


'Of  WclluTsficlil's   irlirjioiis  orjjMiii/nt  iiiii   \\o  sjicnk   inoro   fully   in   our  third   diap- 
er, ami  of  its  ciril  and  militani  (irL,Miiizat ion  in  our  fourth. 
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dale  of  "S  l)cr,"  IGoO,  after  dc-scribing  a  skirmish  between  the  Indians 
and  English  there : 

"About  two  days  after,  five  uieii  of  Savlironk  wont  np  the  river  about 
four  miles,  to  fetch  hay  in  a  meadow  on  Pequot  side.  The  grass  was 
so  high  as  some  Pequots,  being  hid  in  it,  set  upon  our  men,  and  one 
that  had  hay  ui>nu  his  baek  they  t(nik;  the  others  ili  <1  to  their  boat,  one 
of  them  having  live  arrows  in  him  (but  yet  recovered),  lie  who  was 
taken  was  a  godly  y<iuiig  man  called  (])aTiierj  Ihitterfleld,  (whoreu])on 
the  meadow  was  named  ]]utterfleld  ^leadow).  About  fourteen  days 
after,  six  of  Saybrook  being  sent  to  keep  the  house  in  their  c(n-nfield, 
about  two  miles  from  the  furt,  three  of  them  went  forth  on  fowling 
(which  the  lieutenant  had  slricfltj  forbidden  them).  "J'wo  had  pieces,  the 
third  only  a  sword.  Suddenly  about  one  liundred  Indians  came  out  of 
the  covert,  and  set  ujion  them.  lie  who  had  the  sword  brake  through 
theni  (and  received  only  two  shot,  not  dangerous),  and  escaped  to  the 
bouse  which  was  not  a  bow  shot  oil',  and  persuaded  the  other  two  to 
follow  him;  but  they  stood  still  till  the  Indians  came  and  took  them, 
and  carried  them  away  with  their  ]iieces.  Soon  after  they  [/.  c,  the 
Indians  1  Imnit  d<>v\-n  the  said  house,  and  some  outhouses  and  hay 
stacks  v,-ifl'',i  ;i  how  shot  of  the  fort  and  killed  a  cow,  and  shot  divcis 
Others,  1)111  uiey  [i.  c,  the  cows]  all  came  homo  with  the  arrows  in  them." 

The  young  man  Jiutteriield,  who  was  taken  l»y  the  Intlians  as  above 
related  (and  whose  Christian  name  we  have  sujiplied  in  the  blank  left 
in  the  narrative)  was  a  lirother-indaw  of  ^Ir.  ^Matthew  ^litchell,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  roasted  alive  by  his  cayitoi-s.  The  buildings,  hay, 
liay  stacks  and  cattle  destroyed  and  injured  by  these  repeated  attacks 
were,  also,  the  property  of  ^Ir.  ^litchcll,  who  in  consequence  of  these 
lo.s.ses  and  annoyances,  and  the  danger  to  life  involved  in  his  attempt 
to  settle  near  the  Sayln-ook  fort,  was  obliged  next  year  to  remove  to 
AVethers field,  of  whicli  place  he  was  for  sometime  an  honored  citizen, 
finally  removing  with  otiiers  to  J3ranford. — //.  Ji.  S. 

TiiK  I'.i.ow  Fat.t.s  Urox  WKTiiunsiii.i.n. — In  April,  1C37,  a  ])arty  of 
Pcquods,  some  say  two  hundred,  came  up  the  Connecticut  Itiver  in 
canoes  as  fai-  as  "The  Island"'  (no  longer  extant)  and,  from  that 
standpoint,  watched  their  op])ortunity  to  pounee,  probably  in  the  early 
morning,  upon  certain  of  the  Wethersfield  people  who  were  at  work 
upon  the  meadows  on  the  adjacent  west  bank  of  ilie  river.  The  unfor- 
tmiate  settlers  were  probably  clearing  and  preparing  their  lands  there 
for  the  s]iring  ]>lowing;  men  and  women  being  alik('  busy  and  wholly 
unsuspicious   of   danger,    when    they   were    suddenly    set    iipon    by    the 
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Bavagf'S ;  nnd,  in  tlie  quick  tiiimilt  and  slni;i;j,lc  which  ensued,  six  men 
nnd  three  women  were  killed.  Capt.  I'nderhill  says  that  nine  women 
and  a  chihl  were  slain.'  W'lidhroj),  however,  says,  under  date  of  ^lay 
12th,  10.'5V,  "AVe  ri'ccivi'd  a  letter  iVoin  .Mr.  llaynes,''  who  had  just 
previously  removed  with  his  family  to  Coniieetieut,  ''and  others,  heing 
then  at  Sayhrook,  that  the  I'ekods  liad  heen  up  the  river  to  Wethers- 
field  and  had  killed  six  men,  heing  at  their  work,  twenty  cows,  and  a  man 
and  had  killed  three  women  and  I'arried  away  two  nuiids;''-  and 
Winthrojj's  statement  may  proltahly  he  considered  as  the  most  correct 
version  of  the  trag'e(ly.  The  two  maids  tlius  ruthlessly  hurried  into 
captivity,  wi'rc  the  dauuhtcrs  cd'  Mr.  William  Swayne,  "Gentleman," 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  but  sixteen;  and  another  daughter  who  was 
murdered  is  the  only  woman  whom  we  can  identify  of  the  three  who 
were  rej)orted  as  killed.'' 

Ilaviug  done  this  mi>cliief,  the  savages  departed  as  quickly  as  they 
had  appeared — much  elated  with  their  performance,  and  insolently  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  the  garrison  at  the  Sayhrook  fort,  as  they  sailed 
past,  by  hoisting  up  poles  in  their  canoes,  upon  -which  they  hung  the 


1  Cajit.  Un<lcrh:'.l's  Xcics  from  America,  Londuv,  IC.iS. 

-  C.ipl.  Masoii  v.ici'ount  m  Muni.  hist.  .S'oc.  VoUcvrions,  .S'itoik/  >srrlc.i,  I  JH,  p.  1^0) 
says  "lay  in  ambiisli  for  tlio  I'.nirli.sh :  divers  of  thfiii  ( i.  c.  flip  sotllcrs)  fi:<'iii.i;  into 
a  larfrt'  Fifld  adjovniiif,'  to  the  Town  to  tlicir  Labour"  [probably  in  the  morning, 
as  the  Jndians  may  have  come  xip  the  Itiver  in  the  nijrht,  unseen,  and  hidden  them- 
selves on  or  near  the  Island  over  night. — 11.  11.  S.]  Philip  Vinecnt'.s  True  Relation 
of  the  great  battle  fonglit  in  New  J'.ngland,  between  the  English  and  the  Peqiiot 
Savages,  London,  Ifi.'JS,  reprinted  in  Mass.  Hist.  l^oc.  Coll.,  Third  Scries,  Vol.  VI., 
sa}\s  "the  Indians  fell  upon  sonie  that  were  sawing"  which  seems  improbable  as  the 
low  meadow  land  at  that  point  would  be  unsuitable,  especially  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  for  tlie  \ise  of  saw-pits,  in  which,  at  that  day,  sawing  was  performed. 
Vincent  also  says  '"they  sleu  nine  more,  whereof  one  was  a  woman,  the  other  a 
cliild,  and  took  two  young  maids  prisoners."  But  we  still  jjrefer  to  adhere  to 
V\  inthrop's  account  as  the  more  probable. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Hooker  of  Hartford,  to  Gov.  .T<5hn  \\intlirop,  {Mass.  Ilisl. 
fioc.  Coll.,  Fdurtli  Scries,  Vol.  VI.),  informs  the  latter  "how  the  pequots  have  made  an 
inrode  by  a  siiddayne  surprisal  v))on  some  of  our  brethren  of  Walerlown,  slaying 
women  &  children,  wlir)  were  sent  out  carelessly,  without  watch  and  guaril,  this 
bearer  will  tell  you." 

Hubbard,  {yarratirc  of  the  troubles  uith  Indians  in  Xcw  Knfjland) ,  thus  tells  the 
story:  "JUit.  .surprising  many  of  the  English,  in  the  year  1030,  when  the  Connecticut 
first  began  to  be  planted,  divers  of  whom  wen-  killed  (nine  at  one  time,  in  April, 
10,37)  l>}'  them  about  \\'e1h(rsfield,  \\  Inn  the  jdaiitaticm  first  began,  so  as  they  could 
not  pass  U])  and  down  the  Hiver,  without  a  guard,  but  they  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  cut  oil'  or  carried  away,  as  two  maids  were  said  to  Ije." 

•Drake,  in  his  edition  of  Hubbard's  Iinlinn  ^\'cn■s,  (180.5),  \dl.  2.  p.  12,  note), 
makes  the  loss  six  men  and  one  woman  killed,  and  two  girls  carried  oil,  which  makes 
a  total  of  nine. 
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clotlios  of  their  slain  vii-liiii^,  in  iniilalion  of  tlio  sails  of  tlio  wliito  man's 
slii])s.'  Xolliinii'  ciuild  lie  iliiic  hy  the  Sdldicrs  in  the  fort,  to  rrseno  the 
captix'o  iiiniilf'iis,  wlm  cunlil  |ilainl_v  he  (li.-i'cruril  in  th(>  savages'  canoes. 
Oapt.  Lvmi  Oariliiu'i-  in  cuninianil  <if  tlic  furl,  did,  indccil,  ordi-r  a 
cannnn  to  l)c  dischai'uvd  at  the  lici't  of  cnnoc-;,  which  ciinic  near  ]intting 
the  fair  caiitiscs  in  e\i'n  more  (hiiii^rr  than  hrfon'  -  I'oi-  tin'  hall  strnek 
and  dennilislicd  the  jivow  oi'  hcak  of  the  cannc  in  which  ihry  were. 
This  is  the  L' a  1  hi  III  ('a|ila  in's  own  acconnt  of  ijic  ali'air,  in  a  loll  it  \vrilt(Mi 
hy  him,  .hnie  li',  Jl'.CiO,  to  KoherL  Chapman  and  Thcjnias  Jlnrlhnt 
(the  hitter  <d'  wlajm  was  a  Wethersfield  man  and  an  old  soldier), 
whci'ein,  at  thrir  T'((|ncsr,  ho  :;ivcs  his  rceollcci  i(jns  "of  some  passages 
of  God's  ])i'o\idcnce  at  Scahrookc  in  and  ahont  the  time  of  the  PefpioL 
■\va  r : 

"Down  ennics  ('a]U.  Mason  and  Sei'^eant  Seelcy,  with  five  more,  to  sec 
how  it  was  with  ns  [at  the  fort,  wliere  (iardiner  was  in  eonunand  |  and 
whilst  tliey  were  there,  came  down  a  Dutch  lioat  |  from  Ilai'l  ford  |  tcllinir 
us  the  Indians  had  killed  fourteen  ]'hii;lish  [evidently  the  tlr^L  i-x- 
agirpvated  rumor  of  the  Wetherstiidd  nnissacre|.  ■■'"  "'  *  '"  ■"  The 
next,  or  secon-l  '1-iy  afte:-,  came  down  a  great  niauv  ^am/es,  going  down 
tiie  creek,  heymul  tlie  marsh,  liefore  the  fort,  many  vi  them  [the 
Indians]  having  ^\•hite  shirts.  Then  1  comnninded  the  carjientei-,  whom 
I  had  showeil  how  to  load  great  gnus,  to  put  in  two  I'onnd  shot  into  the 
Backers  [a  small  cannon  of  the  (jldeii  time]  am!  we  leveled  them  at  a 
certain  ])lace,  and  T  stood   [hyj  to  hid  him  give  h're.     AVhen  T  thought 


1  "J'lit  tticy,  pcciiiii  tlierc  was  no  a(h:intimo  more  to  he  had  auain-^t  tlir,  fort,  tlioy 
entcrprizcsl  a  now  action,  and  fell  upnn  Watciiowii,  now  oallod  Wi'tlirisficld,  with 
two  tiiindi'od  Indians.  JJcfore  tlicv  tamo  to  ntloiniit  tlio  jilacc  llicy  ii\it  into  a  roi- 
tain  livor,  an  oUscure  small  river  running  into  tlie  main,  wluio  llioy  eneatn|iod  and 
refreshed  themselves,  and  titled  theni>.elvi-~  for  tlu-ir  -.i.r\  ire,  ,uid  l)y  lirral-;  of  day  al- 
tempted  tlieir  enterprize.  and  slew  nin<'  men.  women  and  childreii.  ILniiij,'  fiin<lied 
their  aetion,  they  suddenly  returned  auain,  lirinuin.tr  with  Uiom  (wo  maiil-.  eaplives, 
havinjj  put  ]poIes  in  their  boats,  as  we  put  masts  in  our  hoats.  and  upon  llicrn  inini; 
our  Kn;;lislnnen's  and  women'.s  -hirts  and  smoelcs,  in-lead  of  sail--,  and  in  way  of 
bravado  came  alomr  in  sii^h  of  us  as  we  stood  u]>on  Sayhrook  fort.  And  seeim; 
tlieiii  ])ass  aloiiL,'  in  sueli  a  triumidiant  manner,  we  miioh  feaviiiir  they  had  I'lilor- 
prized  some  des]ierale  aetion  upon  the  Kn;^lish,  we  ^^ave  lire  with  a  )iiece  of 
ordinance,  and  sljot  auionjr  their  canoes.  And  Ihoujili  they  \\(  le  a  mile  from  us.  yit 
the  bullet  j;ra/ed  not  above  twenty  yards  over  the  canoe,  where  tlie  poor  maids  were." 
— Xcirif  from  .l//o/ir.;,  hif  Vitpl.  Jului  I'ndi  iliUl,  I.oiiiloii,  lii-'iS,  (.Ird.  Scrirs,  .1/a.s.s. 
Hist.  .Vof.  Coll.  ^^ol.   VI.) 

According  to  the  j:al!,uit  Capt.  I'nilerhiU's  aeeount,  the  ball  had  not  marly  as  true 
an  aim  as  told  by  Cap!.  Ciaidin'T.  ^\•t,  win  n  old  soldiers  f,'et  ■■|i;,'htin^'  tlu'ii-  battles 
o"er"  it   is  not  well  to  insist   loo  streiiou-ly  upon  exact  accuracy  of  det.iils  like  this. 
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tlir-  cniinc  wmilc!  iiifft  \i.  r..  dnuo  w)\\un  r;iiii:t'  nl'l  tlic  li\illct  ;  ami  one 
of  llicDi  [ /.  r..  ilic  ri.\iiul  slii.'tj  t'li.k  (pjf  till'  ii(ir;(>  (if  a  ^vv:\[  i-aiioo  u-licrrui 
ilic  lira  iii'ihls  ircrr  tliat  won-  takfii  liy  the  Imlians.'  wluiin  1  i'c<l('ciiu-(l 
aii'l  elntlifMl  ;  f(ir  iho  Diitclniu-n  wlmni  1  sent  to  iVicli  tliciii  Itroiiulii  tliriii 
awav  almost  naked  iruin  Pecjiiit  [Xcw  London],  ilicy  jtiio  JJniclimcn] 
])Utting  ou  I  iluin]  llicir  own  linen  jackets  to  cover  their  nal^'^lness. 
And  tin  ul;Ii  ;lir  redcni])tii  n  ci'.-t  me  tm  pi'iinds,  I  am  yet  [he  was 
wi'itinrr  thi-  account  :.*;]  year~  after]  to  have  thanks  fin-  mv  care  and 
charge  ahout  them  [which  war-  certaiidy  very  nenliiicnt  and  uiihand- 
Sfime  on  the  pari  nf  soinchndy ).  These  thinus  ai'c  known  to  Major 
Mason."  'Jhe  ("ai'taiu  .-liould  have  rememln'red  that  virtue  is  sup- 
pose'] to  he  it.-  own  reward. 

The  Captain's  claim  to  liavinp.'  redeenu'd  the  Swainc  girl.s  is  some- 
what Weakened  hy  the  stateiiu-rit  of  the  usually  correct  Wiuthrop,  who 
says  {Illsf.  X'lr  Knrj.  /,  p.  iOT)  : 

'"The  Dutch  pivenn  r  sent  a  slonp  to  Peqnot  to  redeem  the  two  Eng- 
lish maiden-,  lui  irhaf  Htcvis  sni'vcr,  though  it  was  with  hreach  of  their 
[/.  c,  tlie  DuTch  (oliiuy's]  peace  with  the  Pe([uots.  The  sloop  offered 
largely  for  their  ransom:  hut  nothing  would  he  acce])ted.  So  the  Dutch, 
liaving  nian_\  Fei|Uots  alniard,  stayed  six  of  them  Ohe  vo^t  leaped  ovo"- 
hoard)  and  with  rhem  redeemed  the  two  maids,  who  had  heen  well 
used  liv  the  Poipt' 'ds,  and  U'»  violence  otl'ered  them." 

We  are  willing,  h<pwever.  to  lielieve  that  both  C'a])fain  Gardiner  and 
the  Dutch  governor  were  gallantly  in  earnest,  and  that  both  were  eqnally 
justnunenfal  in  effecting  this  relief.  Sav'ujc's  note  to  the  above  extract 
from  Winthri'ip  seems  to  intiinate  (quoting  from  JoJi iisoii  If.  p.  17), 
that  the  object  of  the  Indians  in  sparing  and  detaining  these  maids, 
was  from  a  hope  rhat  they  might  be  able  to  learn  from  them  the  art 
of  making  gunpowder.  Partly  to  this,  and  certainly  to  the  W(.imanly 
heart  of  the  squaw  of  ^Irmonotto,  the  sachem  next  in  rank  to  Sassacus, 
they  owed  their  preservation  and  good  treatment  while  in  the  hands  of 
their  rude  captors.' — //.  H.  ,S'.] 


1  Tliis  ^.'iioil  squaw,  with  liPr  two  children.  wa<?  anion;/  (he  many  Indian  captives 
taken  by  t!io  KiiL'li-h.  in  ttie  subsequent  Pequol  cnnipai;,'!! :  and  it  is  pleasant  to 
knmv.  fiiirn  conti  iiiixirary  lii-tory,  that  "her  behavior  and  (h'nuannr  were  such  as  to 
win  tlie  n-poet  of  even  the  nio^i  violent  Indian  haters." — Bodjre's  ^Soldiers  of  King 
Philip's  M'ar.  p.  10.  Winthrop.  in  his  letter  to  the  Plymouth  authorities,  dated 
"2Sih  of  ye  .5th  mo.,  10.37"'  (and  g-iven  in  P.radford's  Hist.  Xcic  E»{i.,  \i.  40)  writes 
"ainonpst  ye  prisoners  we  have  ve  wife  and  chililren  of  Mononotto,  a  woman  of  very 
modest  countenance  and  behavior.  It  was  by  In-r  mediation  that  the  two  En^ilish 
maids  were  sjjared  from  death,  and  were  kindly  used  by  her,  so  that  /  hurc  taken 
charfje  of  her.     One  of  her  first  requests  was  that  the  Engli-h  would  not  abuse  her 
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Oiilv  Iwc  (if  ilic  Iii<li;iii:-  ai'tivc'lv  (■iii;;ij:\'(l  in  this  iittack  wvrv  over 
fnll_\  iilciililicd  (jiji.  (i;;,  CI,  (;:,,  hikI  iKitcs).  Ill- OftoljcT,  ](i:)'.),  Lieut. 
IJiilicrt  Scclcy,  ilicii  ■"Marsliitir"  of  llic  (JniiuiipiMck  (  Xcw  Jlaveu  )  plau- 
laliiiii,  wliiilur  lie  Iiad  rciiuncMl  J'roiii  W'ei licr>liclil,  an-c>tcil  al,  llic  liouse 
(i-T  Mr.  'J'licoitliilus  Kalnii,  a  I'((jiinl  Iiiiliau  .Messulunek,  alias  Xepau- 
]iiick,  who  was  theriMqMiii  ti-lcil  (appaiintlv  without  umeh  fonualitv 
iu  the  judii'ial  jinieccilinjj- )  ami  ci'iu'icled  as  one  of  those  who  liad 
"jiuirdei-ou-^lv  sla'd  the  lilood  of  some  of  the  Juiii,lish."''  I'lie  General 
Court  at  (Jiiiiiuipiaek  as>uiiied  full  jurisdietiou  of  the  ease,  and, 
))riih'i|);ill_v  iijioji  the  enforced  evidence  of  Xewhehato,  "()uiuui[iiaek 
Indian  and  kin.snian  to  Neiiaupuck"  and  tluj  voluulary  ie.-,t  iinonv  of 
WaKoone,  ''son  of  Carraliocde,  a  eounsellor  to  tin;  (^uinuijnacd;  Sag'a- 
more,"  foiuid  that  the  terror-striokoii  Indian  Inid  kilh'd  Abraham  I'inch, 
Jr.,  one  of  llie  Wetliersfield  victims.  Wattooue,  indeed,  stated  ])lainly 
tliat  lie  "was  a  witness  of  the  niurdei',  havini;'  seen  it  from  the  island, 
oj)i)Osite  to  the  Cireat  J\Ieadow,  iu  which  the  deed  was  done.  W'attoone, 
also,  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  Xepaupuek  was  the  captor  of  (nio  of  the 
Swaine  i;irls.  ]u  aeet-U'dance  \\ilh  the  senti.'Ui'e  of  the  Court  Xcjkiu- 
])m'k\s  'iiead  Avas  ctit  of[fJ  the  next  day,  and  jiillched  u])ou  a  pole  in 
the  mai-kel  jdi'.ce.'"  " — As  to  the  murderer  of  the  ouainc  ;;irl,  sec  next 
])nge. 

[It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  Indians  who  were  enii'aged  in  this  mas- 
sacre were  of  those  who,  at  Sayljrook,  on  the  2-2(1  of  February,  in  the 
same  year,  made  an  attac];  on  ]Jeut.  Lyon  Gardinei',  llobert  ( 'hapman, 
Thomas  JTurlbtit  (the  AVetherslield  man)  and  sonic  eight  others,  who 
were  on!>aged  in  burtiing  the  weeds  along  the  marsh,  on  the  Xeek." 
irtu'lbul  was  wounded  in  the  tliigli,  btit  lived  to  remove  to  "Wethersfield 
(probably  the  same  season)  and  was  later  an  active  and  brave  fighter 
in  subsequent  Indian  campaigns.  Gardiner  himself  was  wotnided.  One 
of  the  men  was  killed  by  an  arrow  which  entered  one  side  and  passed  half 
tlirriugh  a  rib  on  (lie  other — which  arrow,  Gardiner  says  be  "took  it  out 
and  cleaned  it  and  |ire.-ume<l  to  soicl  it  lo  {lie  Binj,  because  iJtrij  had 
said  iJiat  lite  arrows  of  (he  Indians  were  of  uo  force — a  fine  retort, 
sarcastic,  unim])eacha])le  and  convincing,  Ave  should  think,  to  rhe  wise 


body,  iiiul  tluit  lioi  cliil'lrcn  iiii^lit  not  Ijo  taken  frnai  licr."  Wc  infer,  from  the 
pnssa^'i'  wo  lia\c  ilalieized  in  \\  inthi'Dp's  letter,  llial  this  "'^xooil  Indian"  was,  witli 
lier  chililieii,  sjiaved  from  tlic  fate  tliat  befell  most  of  these  many  Indian  prisoners, 
viz.:  shivery  amon;^  their  caplors,  or  in  the  far  West  Indies. 

* 'J'he    readei-   will    find    a    cireumsl.nitial    aceoinil    of   this    trial    in    Iloadley's    .Vein 
llcvcn  Colonial  h'aonls,  ].,  ]^yi.  22  l? 4.     Also  in  I'lclaee  to  Fuotc  llvncahxni,  p.  XXV. 
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men  of  the  J!;i_v.      Sec  (iardiiicr"-^  J'rliil i(ii   of  lln'   I'lujiinl    W'/iry,  Mnsy. 
Jlist.  Soc.  Co/.,  Third  Srrirs,  V-l.  Ill,  p.  i:il.— 7/.  J!.  S.] 

Xo  (iiic,  :i>  f:ir  ;ts  ]<iiii\vn  In  tlic  auilmr,  lias  fvcr  I'ccni'ilcil  tlic  uaiiics 
fif  the  victims  nf  this  ()ii.--laiii:!ii  :  and  llic  i'ulluwiiii;  jiiiAioJ'tlil ics  iwv. 
(lil'crcil  a>  stio^|-.<tii)iis,  in  rol;ui"n  in  all  luit  llu-  unc  Swaixk.  '/\v\  that, 
was  imirdpivd  and  to  AiwiAiiAM  Fixcii.  .1 1-.  In  ivgard  to  the  i'onncv,. 
we  have  tlie  fi.ll'iwinii-  iiiforinati'iii.  elicited  nianv  years  ai"t(M'  (dauuary, 
l(i71-2)  as  stated  \>y  'I'lidina-;  SiaiitfUi  in  a  letter  to  the  yiAcrndi-  and 
assistants  at  Ilavtford.  One  Oiliepiennninn  (or  OdiHjnriniui'n)  was  in 
directly  charired  witli  liavino;  hei-n  witli  the  J'eiiuuls  when  they  did  the- 
massaere  mi  Wethersficdd  Meadow,  wliere  they  t<iok  three  l'hiii,lish 
maidens;  two  they  carried  -vviili  ihcin  ;  the  other  was  left  hy  (he  river- 
side: ami  (V!niK[ncmini.mai\  'It-mamli'd  of  his  fellows  wliero  the  other 
maid  was.  They  I'u-wered  him:  "We  have  left  her  nti  tlie  o'her  side 
the  river."  Said  he:  "I  will  uoe  over  and  kill  her,  so  he  did  as  re- 
ported."' It  <\i^(-:^  not  apju-ar  that  ;iny  ai'rcsr  or  trial  followed  mion  this 
evidence,  which  was  fnrni>licd  ly  "'James,  the  ]\insman,"'  ov  Mtiw-wa'U^ 
.Til  Indian  of  that  vicinity.' 

AiiK'AiiAM  l"ixen,  Jr.,  the  otlicr  p(-iti\cly  kniAv::  victim  of  the 
nia&sacre,  ]^-'it  an  am'd  laiiier  01  ;iio  same  name,  and  wIkj  is  sonietimes 
mentioned  in  the  records  as  "Ould  Finch.''  He  lived  on  (he  east  side  of 
iJroad  Street,  ncir  its  north  end:  while  the  son  lived  ner^t  soiitli,  ad- 
joining,    lie  left  a  son  Ahraham.  who  was  adopted  hy  tlie  i;'randfather. 

Tiio.MAS  Kii.Dorj.-.x,  fathei-  of  S^t.  Jcihn,  proliahly  died  as  early  as 
Finch,  for  his  estate  seems  to  have  hoen  sr-tth'd,  if  at  all,  before  Finch'.s, 
which  was  in  Sej)temher,  1040 — tlie  earliest;  recorded  settlements  of 
estates  in  Wethcrsfield,  heinii'  in  1<'>-"jO,  several  years  after  the  massacre. 
Kilhonrn's  widow  lived  on  tlie  v>c~t  side  of  J'.road  Sti'eet,  in  IGIO,  and 
her  deceased  hn>l'and  had  live  acn-s  of  land  hy  the  river,  not  far  from 
Finch's  land  and  about  where  the  massacri'  must  have  oecnrred.  doiix 
I<i;rx]iisii,  who  lived  on  the  nortleast  side  of  A\liat  is  now  Sandy  Lane, 
left  an  estate  ime.-tate,  settled  as  r-nch  in  November,  1^:1',).-  He  had 
ftuir  danaliters  and  a  son,  all,  ])erlia]K.  '•■ome  certainly,  niider  age.  IJc 
had  several  })ieces  of  meadow  land  at  or  near  the  .scene  of  the  nia.s- 
sacre.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  cut  oil  unprepared,  so  far  as  having 
made  testamentary  disposal  of  his  i->tate.'     Stki-hkx,  the  supposed  hus- 


'Stiile  Archivca.  in  Sccrftary  of  Stafi's  olTice:  Crimes  and  M it<'l-'iiu-niiors.  Vol.  1., 
p.  53. 

-Tlip  wiiluw  ll.Tclul  ];niii(lish  prf>ciitr(i  the  invcnlory  of  lur  liii-.lj.nnd's  cstiilc  (o 
Die  Cmnt,  .\j.rit  2,  lOlO,  Conn.  Col.  R'C.  I.,  45. 
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liaiid  (if  J()V(  I.  W.\i;i>,  iimij  luivc  liccii  (iiic  of  the  slain,  llinii^ii  llu!  cxacL 
■(Jiit(!  of  liis  (Icalli  is  iiol  a.-i'iTlaiiialilc.  lie  liail  live  sniis  (the  (.'Idcsl,  in 
Eiiglaii(l)  and  at  least  owe  daniiliicr,  ilic  wife  of  .Inlm  I'drlcluT,  an 
•original  sotllcr  al  Wctlicisiicld.  'J'lic  widnw  .lovcc  died  in  l'\-lirnary, 
]()-J()-l;  lior  will  was  made  Xovcndx'i',  IHlO.  'I'uomas  Adams,  of 
Avlioni  the  wi'itcr  has  bcin  nnalilc  tn  jind  any  trace  in  this  C(Hineetii)n, 
is  mcsnlioncd  in  the  Weihcrsticdd  records  in  the  descriptiiMi  of  a  piece 
of  mcadowland  a!  the  scene  of  the  iiiassaci'e.  In  KMO,  Kichai'd  West- 
voll,  whose  land  in  (|ne-:linn  was  then  "cntei-ed,"  says  it  is  lnumded 
oil  the  south  hy  tiie  "meadow  s<iine(yiiies  'J'ho.  Adams."'  We  think  it 
prohal)le  that  Adams  imuj  have  heen  one  n{  the  >lain.  Deyond  tlu:  above 
)iam(.'d,  A\'(i  dare  iml  Ncntin'e  Jiu'ther  in  the  lield  of  conjecture,  unless  wc 
mention  that  llie  Widow  Joi;i)<).\  is  incidenlly  rcd'erred  to  as  the  owner 
of  meailow  in  the  sanje  held,  as  early  as  KMT.  Her  hushand's  name 
is  nowhere  found  on   record. 

We  may  add  that  .lohn  J'^ineh  was  not,  as  some  (Sarnije,  among  the 
rest)  have  sii])i)osed,  amoll^•  die  \iclims.  ]]o  suhscMiuently  removed  with 
his  hi'olher  J)avitl,  to  Stamford.  Also,  that  ]\Ii-.  Ilezekiah  Uelden,  in 
(unpuhlished)  mamiscri])ts  in  J^ihrary  (;f  the  Comi.  ILialoiiccd  Soricly, 
is  ill  error  in  sui)|)osiiia'  that  the  tragedy  was  enacted  near  the  jilaee  of 
the  ])resent  Sti'amhoat  Landing,  lie  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  rircr 
was  iJioi  a  mile  (u  the  custirard  af  its  prrsriil  course,  ojjjiositc^  the 
sold  landing,  and  ihei'e  is  no  doulil  that  the  slangliter  took  ])laoe  on  or 
near  the  hank  along  the  river  "tier"  of  lots,  and  against  ''The  Island," 
half  a  mile  helow.  'idie  ca])tuied  Swayne  girls  were  probably  at  work 
upon  their  father's  land  there,  and  were  not  at  the  dwelling  house,  which 
was  in  the  northeast  corner  of  tlie  ju'esent  Prison  Street. 

As  was  ])erfeclly  natural,  under  the  circumstances  and  especially 
since  there  had  been  some  recent  friction  In^tween  the  settk'rs  and  their 
immediate  Indian  neighbors  at  ]\vquaug,  sus])icioii  of  complicity,  at 
least,  in  this  muiderous  attach',  jioinled  strongly  to  Sowlicage  and  his 
tribe.  Gov.  Winthroji,  of  J'lyniouth  Colony  (in  his  Jourmil,  Savarrjc's 
Edilion)  says,  under  date  of  1st  mo.  30,  1G38:  ^ 

"There  came  letters  from  Connecticut  to  the  governor  of  the  ^lassa- 
chusctts,  to  desire  ailvise  from  the  magisrratt's  and  elders  here  about 
Sequin  and  the  Indians  of  the  river,  who  had  underhand  (as  was  con- 
ceived)  ]M-ocure(l  the  Pecpuids  to  do  that  onslaught  at  Wethersiield   the 


'  ^y^nthr(J^)'s  llis(.  of  Siw  Eiigltnul,   [Savage's  oililioii],  Vol.  ].,  p.  2(;0. 
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last  v.-ar.'  Tlir  case  fell  -mt  to  !.,•  tliis:  SL^-iuin  -ave  tli.-  Knplish  land 
tlHTc.  uj)..,,  ouiurart  tliat  ho  inii:ht  sil  ,l,,wii  l,_v  tlicin,  and  he  piMt.vtr.l, 
ct.-.  Wii,.n  1„.  c-ani(.  u,  \Vrtl,.r~ti,.!d  and  had  .^.'l  down  his  wii.-vv;un,  thov 
d.-av,.  hnn  awav  l,v  lV„v,..  Wii.n.niH.n,  l,c-  not  Udn-  of  slivnolh  to  repair 
tins  injury  l.y  ..,,,.11  f.-m-.  h,-  scvrc'toly  draw.s  in  tl„.  p.-quot-^.  Sufii 
of  tl.c  n.agi.-trates  and  cdd.r.^  as  omld  uu.-i  „n  ihc  sudden,  rctnrnoJ 
tins  answer,  viz.:  That,  if  ilu-  cauM.  ^v..re  tliu-,  Scjuii,  inhjit,  upon 
•ln>  injury  tiivt  oilVivd  l.y  ih,.,n,  ri.du  him^.-If  vhUw  l,y  fnrcv  ur  fraud; 
and  that  hy  the  law  of  nali.^u>,  and  thou-h  the  dain'ace  ho  had  done 
them  had  heen  one  hundred  times  nmre  than  Nvhal  he  sustained  fn-iu 
tlK'm.  that  is  nnt  eousideralde  [ /.  c,  lu.t  to  be  considered]  in  point 
of  a  just  war:  neither  was  h,.  hound  to  seek  satisfaction  in  a  peaceal.le 
way;  it  was  euou.^h  that  h-  had  complaine,!  .,f  it  as  an  injurv  and 
breaeh  (.f  covenant.  Aeeorddn-  t..  this  advice  they  [the  Wctherstield 
peojdej  proereded  and  made  a  new  agreement  with  the  Indians  of  the 
river." 

This  decision  hy  the  maoi-trates  and  elders  of  the  ^lassachusefts 
Colony,  to  whom  tlie  ca.e  had  heen  a].iH.aled.  was  based  upon  the  im- 
m.itable  principles  (,f  iustice;  it  was  clear,  eveivhanded,  unimjn..;,.,,,-,!^ 
and  eminently  cn-ditahle  t.,  their  Chri.M  iaiiiiy  and  sa-acitv.  Kqually 
so  was  the  action  <,f  the  ••Cute'-  in  Connecticut  upmn  \]w  reception  of 
this  a.lviee  from  their  friends  in  the  13ay— as  recorded  at  their  scssiou 
of  .Vpril  l.'.th,  ir,:]s  ; 

"Weroas.  upon  full  <lel,ate  and  henrinae.  the  matters  of  injuries 
&  diirerence  bctweene  Sowhea-e.  an  Indian,  the  Saeheui  of  Pv^piaau- 
now  called  Wythersfield,  i-  the  Endish  i.diahltants  thereof,  and  it  ap- 
pres  to  the  Corte  that  ther  hath  heen  divers  injuries  oilered  bv  .^ome 
of  the  saide  Kndish  inhabitants  to  the  said  Sowheage,  as  also  the 
snide  8owhea-e  \-  his  men  have  likewise  comitted  diners  ontrafies  .<.- 
^vronires  a-ainst  the  saide  Kndi>h.  yet  as  was  conceived  tlie^  fir^t 
breache  was  on  the  saide  Kni:li^h  ].rte:  All  former  wn-ui^es  whatsoever 
are  remitted  on  both  sides,  and  the  saide  S,,whea-e  is  a-rain  received 
in  Amytie  to  the  said  English  .V  .Mr.  Stone,  ^Ir.  Goodwin  1-  Tho.  Stan- 
ton are  desired  to  goo  to  the  said  Sowheage  .1-  to  treat  with  him  ac- 
cordinge  to  the  best  of  their  discretion  .V  to  compose  matters  betweene 

•e.'.,,t^.T„!,n  Mo>n„.  nKo.  i„  his  AV/„(/o„5.  tells  of  tho  afT.ir  at  Wethorsfi.ld,  and 
of  the  Pwiuols  a.  -havinu^  forn-rly  confcloratc-l  ^vi(l,  the  In.lia.is  of  that  place 
Ueth.-rsfioM.  as  ^^a.s  .crencrally  thonght"-sho^^  in^-  the  inevitable,  but  not  alwavs  just 
iinft  of  public  oiijnion.  " 
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llic   siud    I'jiuli.-li    ;iih1    tlir   saiilc    SowIhii-c    iiiid    uppoii    tlieir   rcporlc 
tlici-c  s!i;i1Ik'  some  sfllcl  cuiiso   in   t!ic   tliinj;."  ' 

'J'liis  juniily  ni]\(-];\\  avowal  of  wronn  .!,,iio  to  tlif-  Indians  and  llu- 
sfraiplit-i'orward  move  to  ri-lit  the  wn.n-,  Ic.stilics,  as  uotliin-  C(aild 
'"'"'■'■  <1"S  '"  ''"■  lii.^li  pi-Incij.lrs  wliicl:  actualcd  our  l"oreral,li(;r.s.  And 
now,  liavin,-- cK'aivd  SM\vlioa,-c"s  niciiini'y  from  the  .slain  wliidi  foil  njion 
Jl  Iroiii  the  \V.tli(T>ii(ld  iiia.-~aciv,  aiul  having-  paid  our  triljiite  U>  the 
indi'al  cunra-r  cf  the  .-clilcr.-.  nn  llir  C.nncft  irnt,  wo  ]n-ureed  to  traco 
tlic  fnrtlicr  jii.-tory  of  ^Vl■lll(■^.- Hold. 


'J'lii.  J'i:(.i(.T  C.\.Mr.\i(;x.  ft  was  the  ninrdcr  (d"  .M  r.  Oldham,  in  1(;:;0, 
;uid  thonia-saoi-oar  \Voi!iois!i,.Id,  in  1  r,;;7,  which -like  Hint  strikin-;  stool 
—  sol  llio  spark  of  lire  to  ihc  Mnouldrrinu  retail  niont  of  the  white  settlors 
<d'  hulh  ('(innocliont  and  iho  Alas.-,aolui.~otts  Ccdonios.  The  lirst  line 
of  (ho  ('(.iii-i  al  its  sr^siun  at  Jlarifnrd,  ,.n  the  first  cd"  Afay  followiny, 
rin^s  oloar  and  .shai'p:  "It  is  (.nioivd  that  there  shall  ho  an  olTonsIve 
win-  ii-ain.^l  the  Po(pints."  hhiuli-h  hlond  was  ii]);  lh..  matter  must  ho 
settled  now  hy  the  sword  and  --t..  thr  tini.di."  Xinoly  men  were  im- 
nirdial.'ly  l.'V-i,.d  ont  of  the  ihroo  olanlat inns.  ■•!;••  liirtford  -l-'- 
Windsor,  r,.;,  WoihersHeld,  J  ^.  The  town<  were,  aJso,  severally  levied 
iip"n  for  pnivi-iuns.  Wothor.^hcld  wa..  .-ailed  njuHv  to  furnish  thirty- 
siv  hiishels  i,i'  "eurne,"  (Hjc  lialf  in  the  ^h-ipe  of  hisenit,  if  ])ossihle,  the 
re>t  in  meal;  and  a  hn.-lud  of  "Indian  heanes"  (the  only  plantation  re- 
quired to  fui-nish  this  article  <,f  .Hot).  Sidiseipieutly,  June  '2(\,  the 
town  was  called  to  furnish  six  more  men  t(.  form  part  of  a  eoiripanv 
of  thirty,  nnder  Tieut.  Seeloy's  eommand  ;  and  to  further  oontrihuto  to 
the  eotnmissary  department  t\vel\e  hn^hels  of  eorn  (■<;raiii),  thirty 
jxuMids  of  hnller,  f-ne  lio-;>head  of  peaM-,  two  husluds  of  oatmeal,  and 
one  hundred  fifty  j.onm.ls  of  heef.  On  the  7th  of  June,  she  was  levied 
upon  for  two  more  men,  al^,  t,))i'  hu,/,)  ('•■to  he  got  of  Xathaniel  Foote'") 
—  (had  he  a  speeial  "pidl"  on  the  coi-irador,  or  was  his  poi-k  of  a  hotter 


'  1(  in;iy  li,\  11i;i(,  ;i,i,l,.  fnuii  tlir  -^fridus  injuric-.  ..nVrrd"  to  the  Indians  hy  11, e 
wliilc-,— ;.,-,  srfii,  to  I,,'  l,r|-o  luliniU.d-  -IImtc  lia.!  :iI-;o  hcon  a  iio,i,'lcot,.  or  delay  on  the 
I""'  "f  ""■  '■'•'■■r  i'l  flo-iiiL'  11].  ll;f  l.aruain  hrt\v,.,-,i  IIiimii  and  Srilicau.  wliirli 
"lijicli-  «:i-  initalint;  and  had  an.UM.d  Ihr  sii^iiiti,,,,  (,f  ili,.  oliicf  and  his  t'ollou  .Ts : 
fer.  the  Con.  CouM  .,f  Apt.  11.  IC,::!!.  ivfrrifd  to  a  roniniitlcr,  (Cov.  Ilavncs,  IX-p. 
Oov.  laMllou-,  Mr.  \\>llys,  Mr.  Hopkins.  Mr.  Sto.d,:-  and  Mr.  S|),-noor).  sovoral  mat- 
ters, one  of  whieh  was  "to  put  Vv.  fJoodwin  in  mind  of  finishing;  (he  treaty  [  ] 
of  (lie  Toun  of  Wcthersfield.  wi(h  Se,|[niMl  tnne..rnin-  (lie  land  hcvond  [  i.  c.  on  the 
Kas(  side'/j  tin^.  Uiver."— 6V)/ii.  Col.  L'rc.,  I.,  2s. 

11  nia.N  he.  Iherefore.  thai  (he  ( i.roverhia I )  "law-s  (hday"  was  one  cause  of  fric- 
tion l.elvNeeri  (he  parlh's  coneerning  (he  pnndia^e  of  land  at  Pyipniii-.    See  p.  43,  anlc. 
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kind  tliaii  his  ncii;'lil)(jrs' — wliy  tliis  pi'cfcrcncc  as  to  .1  very  conunou 
kind  of  food?) — fifly  pounds  of  chcoso,  and  two  bushels  of  lualL — for, 
surely  )li(^  Englishuu'ii  could  not  i^o  to  war  without  thoir  hocu'.  'J'hus,  for 
tlie  whole  cainpaigu,  the  ihrci-  river  towns  were  levied  upon  as  follows: 
llartfoi-d,  ()1;  Windsor,  -l','>;  Wcthersfield,  2G  soldiers;  and  the  expenses 
of  the  "trip"  (n-  war  tax  thus  announced  bv  the  Court,  February  t)th, 
1038:  llartford,  iL':»0,  2s.;  Welherstiehl  lili'l;  Wind.sor,  £158,  2s. 
A2,'awani  (Sprinj^fidd,  then  in  the  ("oniiocl  icul  jnri.^diclion)  £180,  Ids., 
which  aniounls  were  allowed  to  he  j>nid  in  wanipuni,  at  the  rate  of  four 
for  a  penny,  or  in  beaver  at  I's.  jx-r  pound. 

This  little  army  of  invasion  was  placed  nndei'  the  eonimand  of  Cajtt. 
John  ]\rason,  of  AVindsor,  and  l.ieui.  Hubert  Seeley,  of  Wetliersfield, 
"&  the  eldest  Sjeant  or  niilitaiy  otiicer  survivinge,  if  both  these  mis- 
carry." The  Soldiers  frmu  the  several  towns  rendezvoued  at  Hartford 
and  after  religious  exercises  iheir  hearts  were  reinforced  by  an  ex- 
hortation from  the  IJcv.  'Jdiunuis  Hooker,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said 
to  them,  ''although  gfdd  and  silver  be  wanting  to  cither  of  you,  yet  have 
you  that  to  maintaine  which  is  fai-re  nun-e  i>recious,  tlu;  lives,  liberties 
and  new  purchased  freedoms  of  the  endeared  sei'vants  of  our  Lord 
Jesus,  am]  of  yjuv  ;\:cr,iid  selves,  even  your  ail'ecli-.i.a'a'd  bosonie-nuitcs, 
together  with  the  ch)el  pledges  of  your  love,  the  comforting  contents 
of  hannlcss  prating  and  .smiling  babes.''  So,  leaving  their  "atreetiomited 
bosome-imites"  these  ""endeared  servants  of  the  ]>ord,"  girt  in  battle 
array,  and  duly  provided  with  "'one  hogshead  of  good  bearc  for  the 
Cajjtaine  <Sc  ^Mr.  [^linisterj  ^:  sick  men,"  aud  with  "three  or  four  gal- 
lons of  stronge  water"  and  "two  gallons  of  sack,"  set  sail  from  Hartford 
in  a  fleet,  of  ''piid<.  ]iinnace  and  shallop,  accompanie<l  with  many 
Indian  canoes"  on  their  errand  of  retributioii.  We  nerMi  not  go  into  a 
detailed  relation  of  an  ex])edition  so  well  known  to  every  one  who  has 
any  knowledge  of  ?s'ew  England  history.  Capt.  John  ^^Tason's  delation 
of  it  is  a  classic,  in  its  way,  and  grimly  jiietnresque.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  punishment  iidlicted  upon  the  savages  was  overwhelming. 
That  one  day's  battle,  at  the  taking  of  the  fort  at  ]\rystic  on  the  2Gth 
of  ^lay,  ir.;^,7,  was  a  revelation  to  the  Peqiiofs  of  the  while  man's  power, 
which  they  had  not  ex]^ected.  So  completely  were  they  cowed  that  many 
fell  an  easy  jirty  to  the  very  River  Indiana  whoui  they  had  previoiisly 
despised  and  tyrannized  over;  and  by  whom  their  ghastly,  grinning 
heads  were  now  frecpiently  exhibited  in  the  public  squares  of  the 
river  towns  as  trophies. 

]t  is  not  known  that  aiiy  WctJirrsfirld  man  was  killed  in  the  Pequot 
campaign,  in  which  it  is  said  that  but  two  of  the  English  were  slain; 
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ill  tlie  priiiciiKil  li-hl  ui  .Mnv  I'Cih.  J,icut.  Si't-li-y,  of  Wethcrsficld,  sfc- 
ciid  in  cdhikiikI.  whs  ilio  srr.,ii(l  to  cuter  tin,'  Ju'lian  strnni;-li"lil.  We 
kiiiiw  iMi  nil  wc  wiaiM  like  to  know  <'onccriiiiii;'  lla'  jiarl  honif  in  tlii.^ 
fidit  \>y  W'ciIk  i^ticM  Lien.  It  is  iio.-.-iMc  that  ;in  (•\li;iu.~tivc'  scari'li  of 
nil  douoos  of  "Soldiers'  ].;uids"  niiglil  clicii  the  names  of  sonic,  but  all 
other  data  sccni  laekinir.  From  the  he.-t  data  ohiainahlo  we  may  feel 
])rctt_v  ^nre  that  the  f(.|h,winii  were  ainon^  the  t\veniy->i.\  who  wont 
fortli  from  AW'iiior.-liel.i : 

Cloor^ic   ('lia]ipel,    rlie   eldei-   of   tlie  ^^'illialll   Palmer 

two    (not    related;    I.K-ai-in::    that  John    I'liinil) 

iianto/  J\lr.    'J'honias   I'arke    (or,   Tiohert 
John  Clarke  I'arko). 

William  d'Hi-tock  Ivohert    luise 

William  Cross  Samuel  Sherman 

En?.  William  Goodrioh  ]fenry  (or  Samnel  )  Smith 

Sanmol  Ilah  J.ioit.  llMherl   Seoley 

Thnma<    Halo  William  Treat 

Tlio)iKi>   Ihirlhitl    (^thonuh   he  may  Thinnas  Tracy,  later  Lientenant 

not    have    oouie    up    from    Say-  Jaenl.  Walerlioii.sc 

brook  a^  early  as  liiis).  I'i'-han!  \\'(-;c'" 

Jeremy  ,]a;;!ier  Thomas  Stan(hMi 
S,^-t.  John  Xoit 

Cajit.  Maswii,  in  his  accnnnt  of  the  ili;ht,  says:  '"Lieutenant  Sf,i-:t,ey 
vas  sh't  in  the  eyelirow  with  a  ilat  hea<led  arrow,  the  point  turning 
doAvnwanls.     I  jnilled  it  out  myself.'" 


)  [We  crcilitcil  tlii-;  Gv;or.GE  Chapiti..  in  our  Uistonj  of  Vi'indsor,  to  ttio  Poquot 
soldiers  from  tliat  town,  cm  the  very  natural  iissuiiiiition  th.it.  ns  lio  was  one  of  a 
paiiy  of  the  f^cttlrrs  of  Wiml-or.  who  camp  thithrr  in  tlif  Saltcii^tall  vi'sst'l.  iiiidor 
tlio  cliar;2;e  of  'Sir.  l"ranci>  Sijlti.  to  wiiom  lio  wa-?  later  apprcntiffd ;  iio  was  a  resident 
tlicri'  at  the  time  of  tlie  Pequot  war  and  would  most  naturally.  (Ix-ing  a  youii<^  man  of 
20),  enlist  in  that  eanipaicii.  witli  liis  fellow  apprentices,  Thomas  Stiles,  Thomas 
Harber  and  John  ])y(  r,  wiioui  «e  know  to  Iiavo  bern  in  tlic  Windsor  comjiany.  But, 
as  ^^■ind^or  l-and.  or  olh.i-r  ruoid.  give  no  furllier  hint  of  his  connection  with 
Wiitd-or:  and  as  Wcther-lield  records  do  ^'ivc  items  concerning  three  of  the  same 
name  in  Wetli.,  1  am  constrained  to  thinVc,  with  ~S\r.  Adams,  that  he  should  properly 
be  credited  to  tlie  Wet  hersiJelu  continueiil  of  t'apt.   .\la-on's   littl-'  army. 

John  Johnson,  mentioned  in  Conn.  Col.  Rci-h.,  II.,  liU  and  X,itliani(d  Merriam. 
mentioned  in  Conn.  Col.  Urc.  IW.  270.  and  both  credited  by  Tarbox.  in  the  nnrtjord 
Co.  Mem.  Hist,  to  Wet hcrsfield,  do  not  appear  iij)on  any  Wethersficld  record.  The 
latter's  Christian  name  is  nut  '_'i\en  in  the  Col.  I'ccs.,  and  only  appears  in  con- 
nection (later)  with  a  pranV  niade  to  his  .son  John,  of  Welhersli<dd,  in  consideration 
of  his  fatlier's  services  in  the  I'lquot  cani|)aij;n.  Xor  is  there  any  evidence  that  Sgi. 
Thomas  Tiblialls.  {Conn.  Col.  /.Vc.  II.,  147),  whom  Tarbox  also  credits  to  Wethers- 
field,   ever  resided   there.— II.   I;.   S.] 
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]l  is  ])roli;iMc,  illso  lluil  C;!].!.  S:iliuicl  'I'lilrntl,  Lieut.  .lolill  llollislci-, 
>:iis.  JIii-li  Wells,  Sinmicl  I  liiai-.linmi  mid  .Mr.  .l,isi:ili  \Vill;ir.l,  tn..k  ])art 
ill  military  iiiattcr.-^  at  a  soiiu'wlial  later  date;  since  their  aervi(!es  .seem 
to  be  recognized  by  the  fact  of  their  haviiii;'  received  j:;rnnt.s  of  land  or 
other  favors,  fronj  tlie  (ieiieral  Court.  Iloanlnian  and  TalcotL  were  in 
Wctherslield,  as  earlv  as  |(i:'.(l-7.  'J'honias  lliirlluil  in  the  aliove  list, 
may  not  ha\-e  been  a  slated  settler  at  \\'elher-;lield  at  this  date,  nor 
prior  to  ](i;;s.  He  was  in  the  Saybrook  garris(jn,  a  brave  and  valnablc 
soldiei-  and  was  thei-e  seriously  wounded  February  L'L'd,  J<i;;V.  Ihit  lio 
must  have  rc^noved  to  \\'etherslield  shortly  after,  probably  in  coiii])any 
with  ^Ir.  .Matthew  Milchell.  who  suli'ered  great  hardships  aiul  los.ses  at 
Saybrook  from  the  Indians  (.see  p.  21,  ante).  ]lnilbut,  at  all  events, 
received  a  sjn'cial  i^rant  of  three  hnndre(l  acres,  west  of  .Mt.  Jianienla- 
tion,  from  the  (Jeni'ra]  Court,  in  consideration  of  his  services  in  Judiaii 
campaigns.  These  .soldiers  were  absent  from  home  about  three  weeks 
and  two  days,  and  recei\('d  (reckoning  six  day.s  to  the  week)  l.s.  (id. 
per  day;  sergeanls  20,7.  and  lieutenants  20,<;.  ]K'r  week;  the  eajitain  40.s. 
per  week,  and  each  man  snbscHjnently  ri'ceive(l  a  large  grant  of  land. 

During  the  next  month  an  army  of  occupation  of  thirtv  men  uiuler 
Lieutenant  Seetey  of  \\'.'ihersti"ld  v,-:!s  sent  down  to  the  T^-juut  cniniry 
"to  maintain  our  I'ights,  that  God  by  coiuiurst  hath  given  us." 

Ill  the  fall  of  the  year,  also,  tlie  Connecticut  Colony  took  measures 
to  effect  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  the  ^Massachusetts  Lay 
authorities,  against  the  Indians  and  for  a  pernninent  occnpaiiou  of  the 
Peqnot  country.  ^loreovei-,  a  new  danger  threatened  the  country.  The 
recent  campaign  had  drawn  vei-y  heavily  u]ion  the  country's  resources; 
a  public  debt  had  been  incnrrcnl  ;  the  fields  had  been  draine(l  of  laborers 
by  the  requirements  of  the  war,  and  were  but  im))erfeclly  tilled;  crops 
were  short;  the  winter  set  in  nnn>ually  early  and  severe;  and  there 
was  a  thrcateued  scai-city  of  provisions.  The  stremujus  exertions  of  the 
authorities,  however,  foitumitcly  averted  the  danger  of  a  famine;  and 
no  time  was  lost  in  putting  the  colony  into  a  state  of  mililai-y  effect ive- 
iicss.  In  Maich,  K^JS,  the  Court  ordered  fifty  "corselcjts,''  or  coafs 
of  armor,  to  be  provided,  viz.:  In  Hartford,  21;  Windsor  12;  Weth- 
ersfield,  10;  Agawam,  7,  within  six  months.  'J'hcse  were  made  of  heavy 
cotton  cloth,  basted  Mith  cotton  wihjI  and  worn  over  tlieir  skin  or  fur 
coats,  as  an  additional  protection  against  Indian  arrows.  All  ])ersons 
above  the  age  of  sixteen  were  ordered  to  bear  arms,  unless  excused  by 
the  Court  ;  commissioners  and  church  otricers  were  relieved  fi-om  "bear- 
ing anns,  watchings  and  wardings.''  livery  military  man  was  to 
have  continually  in  his  house  ''in   readiness"  (me  and  one-half  ])ounds 
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of  oTiod  ])n\v(|<T,  (\V(i  [idunds  iif  l>iillcls,  Miitiililc  1(1  Ills  piece,  one  ])Oiind 
of  inntcli  "il'  liis  piece  he  a  luatrhliH-k,"  iiii<lcr  penalty  of  fivo  shillings 
for  every  dei'aull.  I'^acli  town  was  {<_>  jtrevide  a  maga/.iiie  of  powder 
and  shot,  iind  any  tewn  iieL;l(H/liny  to  provide  >-ueli,  Avas  lined  forty 
shillings,  and  ten  shillings  e\'ery  niontli  \inlil  lliey  eoni])lie(l  ^\•itll  the 
order. 

It  may  he  asked  hy  the  reader,  were  there,  at  this  time,  no  fortitled 
lionses  or  jilaces  in  Wetherslield  to  which  resort  niigiit  have  heen  made 
in  lime  of  danger  ?  This  (jnesl  ion  nnist  remain  unanswered,  i^ome  sort 
of  a  foi-|  ilied  place  mil  si  have  existed  long  (Miongh,  hy  If!  |(\  to  have  given 
the  iKune  of  "Fort  ^Street"  to  the  street  on  which  the  State  Prison  now 
staiuls.  And,  taking  the  topography  of  the  "plantation,"  as  it  must  have 
hei'n  at  that  ]K'riod,  that  ^\•o^ld  he  the  ])lace  where  sneh  a  defense  would 
most  likely  have  heen  hnill,  viz.:  On  the  noi-lh  side  of  then  Fort 
Street,  on  the  high  ground  near  llie  ri\('r,  where  the  land  was  then  the 
common  ])iT)perty  (jf  the  l(»\vnshi]i.  And  this  would  have  aflfoi'dcd 
the  hest  reason  for  naming  the  present  stre(>t  '''F(n't  Street." 
'J'iiere  is  a  tra<lition  that  thei'e  was  a  fort  in  the  rear  of  the 
])reniises  now  oeeuided  hy  the  heirs  of  the  late  h'rederiek  IkUler,  on  the 
east  side  of  High  Street.  This,  however,  would  have  been  loo  far  awav 
from  the  river,  on  the  then  pidvate  jiropei'ty  cd'  dohn  Doming,  and 
could  have  had  no  connection  with  tli(>  naming  of  Fort  Street.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  foundation  stones  of  .such  a  fori  have  been  found  on 
the  Futler  lot;  hut  we  doubt  whether  stones  (esj)ecially  a."^  they  would 
have  to  be  brought  there  from  a  long  distance)  were  used  at  all,  in 
the  fort  or  forts  in  (juestion.  AVooden  ])alisades  were  in  more  general 
use,  for  a  li-'ng  time  after  this  period,  for  purposes  of  fortification,  than 
stone. 

rGi!.\m'.\T,  Sori.vi,  Oj:g.\xizatiox.  That  our  forefathers  wore  early 
confronted  with  some  of  the  problems  inherent  in  the  organization  of 
a  new  settlement,  is  evident  from  some  of  the  Court  records  of  that 
time.  For  e.\am]de,  in  ]n.",7,  that  body  had  felt  oblige<]  to  promulgate 
an  order  thai  no  yonng  man  without  wife  cir  servant,  who  was  not  the 
holder  of  a  jiulilic  olbce,  slioidd  l;eep  honse  by  himself;  and  that  no  mas- 
ter of  a  family  slin;ild  give  board  to  any  young  man  to  dv.ell  in 
his  family,  without  the  jtermission  of  the  town,  under  a  penalty 
of  twenty  shillings  ]ier  week;  this  enactment  {o  take  etYect  on  the  1st 
of  .\pril,  next  ensuing. 

The  fact  was,  that  among  the  more  staid  an<l  r(\spectable  class  of 
settlers,  there  had  also  come  in  a  numher  of  what  might  be  styled,  in 
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])ilil('  plir;isr'i)I(ii;y,  '"rcllnus  (if  tlii'  l);is('r  surl  f'ift.iiic  youiiu'  iiicii,  servants, 
:u]vonturcrs,  etc.  men  nf  no  c-taic  and  n<i  1i.\cil  jirin<'ii)lcs,  to  \\linni  llu; 
nc'\s'  scttlcnicnl  aironlcd  njipiin  nnil  ics  ni'  Ixnicrini;'  tlicir  comlit  ion.  and 
wlio,  liy  llicir  r<'rklc>.-;  ways  and  intolcrant'i'  (d' c.-taMislicd  <jrdcr,  bccaiiic 
(or  wore  lialilc  to  hcconic)  a  nuisance  to  the  coniinunity.  This  is  evident 
from  certain  entries  of  eases  dealt  A\illi  \>y  tlic  Gonoral  (.'onrl,  as  llius: 
](i;j8,  Ai"iri!  lltli,  .lolm  l-'dwards  "for  nnelean  ]iraetiees,  to  he  whip!  at 
a  cart's  tail,  on  a  leedii'e  day,  at  Ilartf<ird."  Another  man  (not  of 
Wctlicrsfirdd)  for  ^in^lar  (dfenees  to  stand  in  the  pillory,  from  the 
rinuinu'  (d'  the  tir>t  hell  to  ihe  end  of  leetnre,  and  to  he  \vhi]*t  tv/o  days 
after  at  Winds'iv.  Am:nst  lA.  dojin  I.attlniei-  was  one  i,i  li\e  \vho  v.'ere 
ronsiii'ed  and  lined  (from  idx.  to  Jt).v.  each)  for  nnreasonahlo  and  im- 
moderate drinkini;-  at  the  I'innace. 

Soptendier  r)th,  l(l."!'.l,  Sanuu'l  Jrehind  for  contempt  of  Court  for  not 
appearini;'  wlien  summoned,  fined  lO.s. 

Fohniary  20th,  1 0  K),  -iefry  i''erris,  for  declaring  that  certain  ref- 
erees in  a  certain  case  \ver!>  not  disinterested,  fined  20.s\  Itiehard  West- 
cott,  for  misleading  dno.  Wdiitmori',  in  the  same,  fined  Kl.v.  dune  4tli, 
Kdward  ^'eare,  lined  fO.s.  for  c\lr^in^;■  and  swearing',  and  "is  also  to 
sit  in  the  sloeh-  for  t\\'o  hours  the  iie.<t  trainiiiu,'  da^\."  June  Jllli,  Tiicli- 
ard  Gildersiy  (^(rildersli'cve)  convicted  before  the  Court  for  ''pernitous 
speakinii',"  tendinu-  to  the  del  riment  and  dishonor. of  the  eounuouwealth, 
fined  40.S.  and  hound  o\ cr  in  a  hond  of  ii-20.  It  is  evident,  moreover, 
that  this  s])irit  of  insubordination  was  not  entirely  confined  to  the 
lower  chiss,  hut  had  inflnc^need  some  who  were  of  better  social  condi- 
tion; as  in  ilarch,  10;iS,  Thurston  liaynor,  a  member  of  the  Court,  froTii 
Wethersfield,  was  lined  (.me  .'-hillinp;  for  not  being  present  at  the  ap- 
pointed time;  and,  in  .he  fidlowing  April,  he  and  George  Hubbard,  fel- 
low members  ai  the  Court  from  Wethei'sfield,  were  again  iined  for  the 
same  fault. 

Tni-:  Adot'jiox  of  ''Tiik  Pi.xhamkntai.  Okdi'.hs,''  Gi:ni:i:ally 
KKOwx  AS  Till':  "Co.xsiiTU'nox  ()]•  -rni:  Colony  oi'  Coxxkcticut'' 
CoLoxv  OF  Ifio'^-'.t.  In  tiie  light  of  their  past  civic  experiences  and 
in  the  face  of  the  serious  dangers  which  had  lately  confronted,  and  in- 
dee(]  were  still  confronting.  ih(>  colony,  there  was  a  general  feeling  among 
tlie  ])eop|(>  of  these  threes  river  towns,  that  a  more  perfect  consolidation 
of  their  interests,  in  thi'  form  of  an  independent  colonial  government, 
was  not  only  desirable,  but  imperative.  Up  to  this  time  these  towns 
liad  been  virtually  governed  by  a  commis-don  estal)lished  by  and  issuing 
from  the   Massachusetts   Piay  Colony.      Siriclly  speaking,  this  commis- 
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sioii  liad  no  i'l'i-ci'.  //nijirii)  rit/orc,  :\i'\vv  tlic  settlers  liiid  left  the  Miissa- 
chiisotts  c-eli>iiy.  1/iit  il  ser\cil  \\^  pii T] n  i.-c  :is  a  teiiipoi  ai-v  Ua-is  of  or- 
gOTiixat  icpii  until  a  iliilVrciit  I'm-m  ot'  i;o\ci-niiienl  coiilil  ln'  supijlii'il.  Its 
aulliority  \va~  lievdinl  (liiiht.  ]Hrl'cell_v  valiil;  its  uieiiilicrs  were  not 
lisuv])ei's,  Imt  rulers  dc  /V/r/o,  ami  their  powers,  wisely  and  heni^^nly 
(■xercised,  were  .-nl>niitte(l  to  loyally  hy  the  eoniniunit  ie-^  nniler  their 
chariic  From  time  to  time  they  met  in  a  sort  (d"  rotation,  as  to  places 
of  s^ession,  until  .May,  li'.oT,  when  ■"eonunittees.'"  later  ealU'd  "di^pnl  ies," 
were  elected  hy  earh  town  to  as>i-l  the  eomnnssioners ;  fi'oni  wliicdi 
arrangement  our  pre.^eiit  w^enate  and  House  of  IJeprt'sentatives  were 
evolved. 

lint,  hy  this  time,  it  was  felt  and  fairly  admitted  hy  all  eoneerned 
that  these  Connect ieut  plantations  had  (piite  outgrown  the  "swa<ldliiiij 
elothes"  of  infaney,  and  were  entitled  to  the  ])rivilei;es  of  ii  freer  life 
ami  )ieisomilily.  'ihe  Patentees  ,,f  ("unneeiient.  whose  riglits  and  ])hnis 
iiad  ever  heen  a  sort  of  i)inihus  hoverini.';  over  the  horizon  of  the  settlers, 
had,  hy  this  time.  relin(inished  their  nndertakiiiii' ;  and  the  people  felt 
at  liherty  to  act  for  thems(d\'es  in  the  mailer  of  their  own  i;o\-ernment. 

It  has  heen  generally  considered,  hitherto,  that  the  Coustitiition  of 
1G31),  extoile.i  as  "the  first  written  (  onsiitution.  delinini;-  its  ov.-n  po"-- 
crs,  which  the  World  ever  saw"  -was  the  work  of  the  ])eo]ile,  ado])ted 
hy  them  en  may^r.  at  the  celehrated,  ;^athei'inii-  of  January  J  4th,  KioS-O. 
Hut  we  lean  very  much  to  the  opinion  expressed  hy  IiOokk  \Vi;li,1':.s, 
Esq.,  in  a  hrief  hut  nnisterly  article  in  the  llavlfurd  Eiciilng  Fofit,  of 
March  i'-'5d,  1^>'.',  who  proves  conclusively,  as  it  seems  to  us,  that  thi.s 
famous  document  was  ado]ite(|,  luit  hy  the  peo|de,  hut  hy  the  vote  of  the 
General  ('o\irt  itself — acting  undouhredly  as  the  expjonent  of  the  peoi)le. 

The.'^e  fundamental  orders  were  modeled  upon  the  Constitution  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  ami  from  thr'  day  of  their  adoption  to 
the  present  day,  ha\e  snifered  Jio  radical  change;  the  Constitution  of 
ISIS  being  merely  an  enlargement  of  the  same  princi])les,  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  a  more  numerous  popidatlon  aiul  of  a  wider  and  more 
complicated  state  of  society. 

!Mr.  Welles  presents  the  folLnving  cogent  reasons  in  sujiport  of  his 
views  (thus  condensed  hy  us)  : 

1.  The  ado]ition  of  these  Orders  is  recordeil  in  the  records  of  tlie 
General  Court,  just  as  any  other  of  its  doings  would  have  heen  recorded. 

2.  The  record  is  very  hrief,  '■14th  danimry,  10:58,  the  11  orders 
above  said  are  voted." — A  most  naluial  and  proper  way  of  recording 
their  own  act,  in  their  own  Court  record. 

3.  If  these  orders  had  been  ])assed  in  a  mass  meeting  of  the  jieople 
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uJ'  tlic  'I'lircc  'I'owii-^.  nr  ill  ciilicr  V>\\\\  scp.-iralclv,  it  winiltl  uliuust  ccr- 
taiiilv  lia\i'  l)crii  iii.ic(l  ill  .-^diiic  ivconl,  ('nl'Hiial  cu'  'J'nwii,  or  ]in'MT\cil 
ill  sniuc  rrii'litii'ii.  A!.;:uii  il  was  iml  (•u.-tninaiy,  at  tliat  dal(>,  ur  lur 
liiaiiv  years  after,  t'l  sulniiit  siieli  tjiie,-,!  imi:,  lo  a  iitipular  vote. 

■1.  'I'tio  ]  llli  iif  .lainiary  was  a  iiicleiiient  seasmi  ami  most  unjjropi- 
tioiis  f(.r  a  p'liei'al  asieinbliug  of  the  peojile,  owiii^  tn  tlio  severe  cold 
aii'l  Ih'avy  snows. 

;■>.  Tlic  Cieiieia.l  C'liiirt  suliso(iueiill_v  aineii'led  tUeso  Fiindainontal 
Oi-ders  witliiiul  any  snliiiiis.-inii  of  tlicni  to  (he  ])eo]!l(  —  see  L'onn.  Col. 
Ji'cc,  for  sessions  ,,f  OetMl,er  1 0,  l(i:i:»;  Xoveml.er  ]().  IC!:'..  r(  al'ms 
sliowiiiii'  tlial  IJK-x'  anieiidineiils  were  pasx.-d  hy  llie  ('ourL  it~elf.  Tliat 
passcMJ  at  tlie  se->ioii  last,  refern'il  to  aliove,  is  e\ident!y  an  ainendnuMit, 
or  I'allier  the  ('i'Ui't'>  own  judicial  inlerprel  al  icii  of  tlie  ni'ininal  :-evetuh 
funilanieiilal  oi-der  ircorded  as  llieir  reason  i'oi'  ilie  e]iani:e,  and  Avilli  no 
refeivnee  to  llie  penple.  'Jdies(  '"fundainental  orders"  were  so  called  in 
regard  to  iheir  fundamental  iiiiporlauee,  and  not  on  account  of  any 
excrptioiial   mode  of  adoption. 

0.  At  a  Coui-t  held  Septeniher  10,  Id:!'.),  the  followinu'  or<ler  was 
passed,  to-wil:  .Mr.  ]]o])kiiis,  'Sir.  Welles,  ^Ir.  Si(^ele  and  .Mr.  Spencer 
are  intreale(!  la  i-i/n'ii  s;n),,r  onhr^-  iha.t  Avere  left  v. r, finished  [hy]  tlio 
former  C'oui't,  as  ahout  juMvision  of  settlinii;  lands,  lestameiits  of  the 
deceased,  etc.,  etc.  Tlu-se  orders  that  were  to  l.e  "i-iiienoir'  were  those 
passed  October  10,  K',;;;),  before  mentioned.  Hut,  wdiat  was  "the  former 
Court"  here  rtTerred  to?  It  was  the  former  Court  in  which  these  after 
ri])eued  orders  werj'  "left  unlinished."  'Jdiat  was  its  all-.-'Utricient  des- 
ignation. 'Jdiere  wa<  no  Court  where  these  fiindamenlal  ordei's,  or  any 
orders  of  n  fundamental  character,  could  have  been  formulated 
between  that  ludd  January  11,  in.'J'^-'.i,  and  this  Court  held 
Sei)leml)(M-  10,  lt;;~,;».  The  inference  is  almost  irresistible  that 
the  "former  Court"  was  the  Court  held  danuary  Id,  l'")0S-9 
(N.  S.  danuary  l'1,  I'i.'J'.)),  and  which  then  adnpted  the  Fun- 
damenlal  Orders,  bul  had  no(  time  to  tinish  that  part  of  the  business 
ndating  to  towns.  This  couidusion  throws  light  on  aiMiher  (lue-tiou 
namely,  who  di'afteil  ihe  l^nidanienlal  Order.-.?  AVliat  more  likely 
than  that  the  Comiuiuee  wlio  weri'  ap]ioiuled  to  "ripen  the  uniiui-hed 
orders,"  viz.:  .Mc.-.-rs.  llopldns,  Welles.  v*>teele  ami  Spencer,  all  of 
]Iartford,  and  who  were  cei'tainly  the  authors  of  our  town  system  of 
local  self  govei-nmenl.  It  seems  altogether  probable  that  the  original 
coimnitlec  who  were  chosoi  to  the  business  of  drafting  the  Orders, 
should  be  .selected  to  iluish  it. 

(.Mr.  Welles,  in  this  I'efereiice  to  the  nulhors  of  the  Constitution  of 
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10;llt,  in:ikcs  a  >lrniiM  ra>(>  anain<l  our  dwii  imvoniTivtd  licliof  (see 
Hist.  \\"i)i<lsi:r.  1.  \).  T:'n  a.>  well  as  that  liiili.  rhi  hclil  \>\  Cmiiecticut 
jicdlilc  i;viici-ally  ),  ihat  ll'^cr  l^ndlnw,  Ks<|.,  of  \\'in(l.-Mr,  \va>  ilic  autlior 
of  tlial    iii-l  niiuciil.-    -//.   //.  ,^'.  | 

'I'lic  llnal  FI(J<>(1  (if  li,-'i'J  wa.s  another  cvcnl  uliicli  -[iccially  aiVoctcd 
the  thi'ee  rixci-  towns,  'riioiiah  \\'elher>liehl  has  not  the  reeoril  of  tliat 
reinai'kahle  event  whieli  \\'inil>'ii-  jid.-sesses,  in  the  noh  -  inaili-  l)_v  hov 
Town  Keconler,  ohl  Malthow  (n-nil  ;  yet,  it  cannot  he  d-iihteil  tluir  .-lie 
lia<l  lier  >liare  of  the  trou'ole,  and.  |ierha|(>.  >>i  tlie  <!i-:i~ters,  whiidi 
aeeonipanieil  ihat   nanarkahle  uianiie>tatioii  o|'  naiui'e's  ojierations. 

We  may  hupe.  however,  tlial  in  a  way  of  {•oni|ien.-ati':'n,  a.s  it  were, 
\\'ethei>liehl  shared  soinewlial  in  th(>  rcdl  cslnlc  "hoom"  (coiiseriueut 
upon  the  inedininu'  of  many  new  in)mi::i'anls  fi-nui  l-.n-huid)  wlii(di 
WindMH-  enjoyed  diiidni:'  ihe  .^ummei'  of  this  year  (li>;]'.i).  Indeed,  a 
carcd'ul  survey  <d'  our  hind  reeords,  gives  us  some  ])i-etTy  .-lire  eonelu- 
sioiis,  that  such  must  liave  heeii  tlie  ease,  and  that  the  ]io]mUitiou  of 
Wethersfiehl  was  vi^ihly  ami  worthily  inercased  diiriui;  that  sminner. 
Ami,  for  the  permanent  e-tahlishing  and  retaining  id"  the  newcomers, 
tlio  town  found  it  necessary  to  enact,  certain  rule>  and  i-cgulations  as 
to  home  lots.  Thn.--  in  i.s  llr>t  recoriled  vole  ( proliaiiiy  in  lU-lO)  ihey 
declared  a  forfeiture  of  any  i)ersou"s  lot  if  he  should  remove  from  the 
town  within  four  years  after  its  hein^  granted  to  him:  al-'),  ]iersons 
selling  out  their  home  lot  and  ini]U'oveineiits  must  gi\e  the  town  the 
first  eluinee  to  huy ;  and  a  house  must  he  built  upon  the  L'l  within  a  year 
after  it  was  granleil,  or  (dse  he  forfeited  to  the  town,  as  wa-  the  case  with 
Thos.  Olcott  and  (dement  Chapin  in  10  H),  they  having  removed  else- 
where. AllotiiKMits  of  liriine  lots  had  evidently  l)een  made  befV*re  1G40, 
since  several  having  jiroveil  luisatisfactory,  a  special  conunittee  was  ap- 
pointed, in  January,  IGdO.  to  co-operate  with  the  townsmen  in  re-stating 
them. 

TiiK  Skcoxi>  Pkquot  C\^ii'.\ioy.  ])uring  the  remainder  of  the 
year  10:50,  ]uil)lii"  atteiuioii  was  again  excited  hy  the  resTless  and  hostile 
attitude  of  the  Iiulians  throughout  the  ^Massacdiusetts  and  CVmnccticut 
Colonies.  The  ''storm  centre''  of  danger  a]i]iears  to  ha.ve  heen  near 
Welhersfield,  v.liere  the  intervenriou  of  ^[essrs.  Stone,  Goodwin  and 
Stanton,  a]ipointed  hy  tin'  April  Court,  of  10.']^,  to  adju-t  matters  be- 
tween the  planrers  of  that  town  and  Sowheage,  the  ^fattahi'e-et  chieftain, 
had,  thus  far,  borne  no  results.  Tlu'  Wethersllcdd  men  had  (or  thought 
tliey  had)  discovered  who  were  the  real  perpetrators  of  the  massacre  of 
lOvJT,  and  demanded  their  arre.-t  and  ilclivery  from  Sowlva-e,  who,  his 
fi'elings  still  rufiled  by  tin'  su-picimis  of  the  while  men,  and  perhaps,  also, 
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liy  llic  .still  misftllcd  laml  (jucsl  ioii,  refused  tn  li.inil  nvcr  ll:c  siis|K'eteil 
Jii(Ii;ins,  iiiid  carrieil  lilnisell'  s(Jiiie\\liat  l:;niL;lililv.  t<\\  as  ihe  vecnnl  rciul,^ 
"added  new  iii>\ilis  and  injurios  to  nld."  I'roulile  was  plainly  lirewiiii:, 
iiiid  the  Cnuiurtient  Ctmrl,  ('(inNcned  (ni  llie  ITmIi  nf  Ani;u.';t,  lO-'lO, 
issued  the  I'l >1 1. Avin^'  rin-inn'  eliallenuc'  i^  tlie  li-hi  :  ••'Flie  nianil'idd  iiiso- 
leiices  thai  have  heen  idrere<l  (d'  lale  hv  the  Indians,  pnt  the  Cimrt  in 
mind  (d'  ihal  whirji  Imth  heen  too  juno-  nedeeled,  vi/.  :  the  eNeentii>n 
(if  jnstiee  x-iijiiin  the  I'nriniT  innrlherei-,-  ul'  the  l-]n;.di-h,  and  it  was  ii])mu 
seriiius  cun.sidei-atini!  and  dehau-  thnuuhl  net'i'-sarv  and  aceMrdiiiiilv 
determined,  that  MOiie  -pcedv  cimi-se  he  lahen  therein,  and  fm-  elTeetint;' 
hei'eid'  it  was  ennsidered  that  l<i()  men  he  ]e\ved  and  sent  down  to 
]Mataheso(d<o,  where  st^vcral  iiiiilty  |iers(ins  I'eside  and  have  heene  har- 
hoi'cd  hv  Suheaae,  n"t wiih-tan<!ini'.  all  nieanes  hy  way  of  jiei'sualion 
have  hcene  formeidy  nsed  to  him  for  snrrenderini;  thein  v|)]i  into  o' 
liandes;  and  it  is  tlion-hr  lit  that  these  eounsells  he  imiiartr-d  to  o"^ 
friends  at  (^ninniiij  ieekc^  (he  ^Xow  Jiaven  C'olnny  |  that  ]n-ovitioii 
[provisif)!!  J  may  he  made  for  th.e  safety  of  th(>  new  planlat  ion--,  and 
vppon  their  joynt  con-ent  jiveeode  or  desist.^  'J"he  1()(J  Ih.  rate  was 
layd  vpon  the  several  towns  in  tliie  prjiortion:  Hartford,  Hi')  1-00-00. 
AVind.-oi,  i:28  ]-0O-(ni.     Wethcr.^ticld.  £28-13-4." 

The  tlirec  towns,  fully  alive  to  the  danner  and  tin'  dnty  wliieh  con- 
frontt'd  them,  jiromjitly  met  the  re(]nisitions  thus  made  npon  them.  An 
ox]>edition  of  ninety  min  was  oriianized.  Jhit  the  ^'ew  Jiaven  Colony, 
fearful  of  heing  involved  in  a  general  war  with  the  Indians,  did  not 
favor  the  })roi:)OScd  expedition  to  ^Mattabeseck,  Avliich  was,  tlierefore, 
abandoned. 

The  military  energies  of  tlie  Coiineoticnt  Colony  were  then  directed 
towards  the  Peqnots,  who  had,  in  defiance  of  the  express  terms  of 
their  contract  with  the  whites,  at  the  close  of  the  iirst  campaign,  re- 
turned to  their  old  hannis.  rehuilded  their  wigwams,  jilanted  ci-ops  ajid 
iished,  etc.  Cajit.  }iIa.-on,  with  a  force  of  forty  soldiers  and  one  hun- 
dred Indians  under  Um-as,  was  sent  against  them.  'J'he  Pequots  fled, 
leaving  tludr  old  jieople  at  the  mercy  (d'  the  English,  who  did  them  n.o 
harm — and  though  I'mMs  and  his  Indians  had  a  skirmish  with  them, 
no  one  was  killed,  and  the  few  I'eqnots  cajitured  were  released  at  the 
intercession  of  a  ZSarragansett  sachem.  The  Pequot  camp  was  utterly 
destroyed  and  the  Engli.-h  and  their  allies  returned  to  the  river 
sefllements  wilh  a  large  c-argo  of  c<irn,  lu'ttles^  trays,  mats,  wani]nim, 
filling  not  only  the  Kngli,-h  vessel,  hut  fifty  canoes,  of  which  thirty  were 
taken  from  the  Indians. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Tojio(jrajiJticaI  Vicir  of  Wctlicrslicld.  In  lilJ/O — VlUfujr  Phd  of  Wcllicrs- 
flcld,  10J,i)—ll,nir-I..>l.s.  ami  Kavliisl  Dirisiuus  of  Land— Com- 
mons and  Ifii/hicnjs — Jujiindarics  and  I'alcid  of  Town — Ship- 
Yards,  Landing  Plarca  and    Wiunres — Fcrri'.-s. 

[By  SiHiKiiA.v  W .  Adams.  Esq.] 

TIIK  T0WX8II  IP  ,.l'  Wctlioivtlcld,  .luriii-  ilio  p-riod  of  its  -rcatost 
extent  (from  PI"-')  To  IC)'.):]),  iiu'liMlcl  the  wIkiIo  of  the  i)r(\sont 
towiLshij)  of  that  iuiiii(\  the  present  tuwnship.s  of  Ghif^tonbury,  Rooky 
Hill,  and  Xe\viiii;l(in,  a  -er-tion  of  aUmt  throe  s(]nare  niile.s  of  territory 
now  in  the  nortliea.sr  enrner  of  Iiorlin,  aiid  alxiiir  four  square  niile^ 
now  in  the  nortli  end  of  IVIarlburougli.  Its  area  at  that  time  wa.<,  in 
round  numbers,  eiiihty-four  square  miles,  exclusive  of  that  ])ortiou 
under  the  river— being  simiething  moi'e  than  fourteen  '"large"  miles 
long  froui  east  to  west,  and  a  little  over  six  '■large"  miles  broad  from 
n«:irtli  U,  o^.i.'lI..  This  gr^at  tract  is  To-dav  biMiina-d  northerly  b.y  West 
Hartford,  Hartford,  East  Hartford  and  Manchester;  easterly  by  Polton, 
IFebrou  and  ^Marlbornngh :  snuthei-ly  by  .^^arlborough,  Chntham,  Port- 
land, Cromwell  and  Perlin  ;  vestorlv  l)y  Perlin  and  Xew  Pritain. 

The  original  "plantation"  of  Wethersiield  was  not  definitely  fixed. 
It  -was  that  small  section  known  to  the  Indians  as  Pyquaug  (a  name,  as 
Dr.  Trumbull  tells  us.  compounded  of  pnucjui  and  aal-e,  and  mean- 
ing ''clear  land,"  or  ''open  country."  It  v.-as  the  area  now  occujiied 
by  the  village,  together  vith  the  Great  !?\Ieadow,  and  the  Great 
and  Little  Plains.  The  "clear  land"  to  ^vhicll,  prol)ably,  the  ])lace 
owed  its  aboriginal  name  was  the  two  ])lains  mentioned  above, 
with  the  ]iresent  site  of  the  village;  wdiich,  topoo-raphically  speaking, 
is  on  an  extension  of  the  same  jibiins.  A.-,  thus  limited,  Pyquaug  was 
bounded  northerly  mainly  by  a  bend  (now  no  longer  exhsting  at  that 
point)  in  Connecticut  River,  separating  it  from  Suckiaug  (Hartford)  ; 
easterly  by  the  same  rivoi- ;  sonthorly  by  P.cavcr  (Goffe's)  Brook  or  lands 
in  that  vicinity,  and  westerly  by  the  ridge  along  the  summit  of  which 
the  road  on.  AVuk-ott  Hill  extends.  It  end)raced  a  part  of  Iloccanum, 
which  lay  on  both  sides  of  rhe  rivci'.  So  it  rcmain('(],  a  rudimentary 
hamlet,  or  "phmfation,"  until  .Tune  7,  IH.'^O,  when  the  General  Court, 
which  had  organized  in  A]'ril  of  that  year,  T'  ok  the  first  step  toward 
defining  its  limits,  and  making  it  a  township. 
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T()]'ooi;ai'1iic'ai-  Vikw  of  AYktii i.i;sfii:i,d.  Toiioirrapliically  con- 
sidered, the  Wcthcrsticld  of  to-day  presents  inncli  tlie  same  pliysioal  as- 
pect as  it  did  in  1G40.  Still  a  few  material  changes  have  occurred, 
especially  in  its  water  cofirses  and  alluvial  meadows,  which  would  prob- 
ably astonish  the  early  settlers  themselves,  could  th(^y  bo  ])ermittcd  to  re- 
visit the  scenes  of  their  early  residence  and  lalxu-s.  As  there  has  never 
been  a  topographical  survey  of  the  township,  the  author  will  not  under- 
take to  give  positive  information  on  this  sidiject,  except  in  a  general  way, 
and  upon  a  few  points  of  which  he  has  made  g  special  study. 

[We  have  endeavoreil,  however,  to  supply  this  want  by  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  the  V.  S.  Topographical  Survey  of  that  region  of 
the  state  occupied  by  the  Ancient  'J'own  of  Wethersfield ;  a  map  pul> 
li.shed,  we  believe,  since  Judge  Adams'  death. — //.  11.  S.] 

Explanation   Note  on   the 

Topographic  Mnp  of  The  Tcrritor,/  cmhrnarJ  irlthin  Ancient  Wcfhcmflchl ;  repro- 
duced from  the  Topographic  Map  ( M iddlrtoun  PirisionJ  of  ihe  U.  8.  Geologic 
Survet/,  of  /.S.0.2;  Scale  1:G2..".00  or  very  nearly  one  mile  to  one  iiieb ;  /.  c.,  one 
linear  mile  on  the  ground  is  represented  by  one  linear  inch  on  the  niaj). 

This  niai)  reDrcscnts  throe  tjroup.i  of  physical   ffat',r.>^    viz.:    (1)    iratcr,  in  nil   its 

■-'"'  ■      •-'     1    >     ----r.-,     10     ly.  „o.v.-,     „.■..;,..,.,     ^..,.;        (2)      rK^luf,     ll.^..ilaiiig 

mountains,  lulls,  valleys,  clifl's,  etc.;  (3)  culture,  i.  e.,  tlic  works  of  man,  such  as 
towns,  cities,  roads,  railroads,  boundaries.  The  peculiarly  valuable  and  interesting 
feature  which  this  map  shows  in  connection  with  the  purpose  of  this  history,  is  the 
arrangement,  by  lines,  by  which  the  contour  {i.  r.,  the  elevations  and  depressions)  of 
"the  country  is  shown.  These  contour  linos,  by  wliich  not  only  the  shapm  of  the 
plains,  hills  and  mountains  are  shown,  but  also  tlio  elevations— arc  irregular  lines 
which  pass  through  those  points  having  the  same  altitude.  If  one  follows'a  contour 
on  the  ground,  one  will  go  neither  uphill  nor  downhill,  but  on  a  level.  The  line  of 
the  sea-coast  itself  is  a  contour  line,  the  datum  (or  zero)  of  elevation  being  mean 
sea  level.  The  contour  line  at,  say  20  feet  above  sea  level  is  the  line  that  would  be 
the  sea-coast  if  the  sea  were  to  rise,  or  the  land  to  sink  20  feet.  Such  a  line  runs 
back  up  the  valleys  and  forward  around  the  points  of  hills  and  spurs.  On  a  gentle 
slope  this  contour  line  is  far  from  the  present  coast  line,  while  on  a  steep  slope  it 
is  near  it.  Thus,  a  succession  of  these  contour-lines  far  apart  on  a  map  indicates 
a  gentle  slojie;  and  if  they  run  together  in  one  line,  as  if  each  contour  were  vertically 
under  the  one  above  it,  they  indicate  a  clifT.  In  many  parts  of  the  country  are  de- 
pressions or  hollows,  with  no  outlets.  The  contours,  of  course,  surround  these,  just 
as  they  .surround  hills.  Those  small  hollows  known  as  "sinks"  are  usually  in- 
dicated by  short  daslies,  on  the  inside  of  the  curve.  Certain  contours,  usually, 
every  fifth  one,  are  accompanied  by  nund)ers  stating  elevation  above  sea  level.  (Sec 
on  Cedar  Mountain,  for  example.)  Many  other  heights,  instrumontally  determined, 
are  also  given,  the  number  in  each  case  being  placed  in  close  proximity  to  the  point 
to  which  it  applies. 

The  culture  indications,  or  works  of  man,  arc  shown  by  certain  conventional  lines, 
shapes,  etc.;  thus,  count;/  lines  by  broken  lines  of  ditTerent  kinds  and  weights;  road^', 
by  fine  double  lines  (fidl  for  the  better  roa.ls,  doited  for  inferior  ones)"^;  railroads', 
by  full  black  lines,  with  cross  lines;  country  houses,  by  small  black  squares,  etc.,  etc. 
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CjiANf.K.s  IN  Tin  ('ill  i;si-:  of  tiik  Kivii,-.  It  i>  kiinwii  that,  wlicn  tlio 
settloniont  nf  tlif  tnu-n-lii])  was  licaiiii,  the  ( '(unii  iM  icut  IJivcr  (;i-  sliown 
upon  the  ina]i)  oiitcixd  its  iiortlieni  Imrtlcr  >ui;u'  fnrty  to  tit'ty  yards 
east  of  tilt-  iir<-(.-nt  main  road  Ik-Iwccmi  Ilartfiu-d  and  \\'cl!irr,-tiold ; 
tlieni'c  it  tiuwfd  .-iUili  until  it  reached  the  liaTd<,  (>!•  hhitl',  wiiercfm 
tlio  Siate  Pri-'ii  iH'W  -tands;  tlience  it  curvcil  ipiiie  -liarply  and  tlnweil 
south  until  it  reai-hfd  the  haid<  to  the  ii<.rthoa>t.  and  on  the  S'Hilli  sliurc 
of  tiiis  hL'nil.  kii'.v.-n  in  Wethi-ivtield  reeirrd.;  as  "The  ( 'ove,"'  wi-ro 
the  1  ul'lie  hiiulinL:.-.  adjacent  to  which  were  "The  Conunons.'"  C'ontinu- 
inir  ••n  a  n^rthc^asA-'dy  course,  the  ri\-er  re-crii>>c(l  the  north  line  at  a 
point  n"t  far  iv^in  tWi.  liiuidred  yards  ea<t  of  tiie  main  road  in  (|ne-tion. 
This  reach  in  the  rivci-  is  xmietimes  called  "The  Ilarhor.'"  A  few  rods 
north  of  the  jurisdiction  line,  the  river  made  another  tni-n,  until,  for 
the  third  time,  it  crossed  the  town  line,  tlowini;'  nearly  smuh.  The  land 
formed  hy  this  turn  was  sometimes  calleil  "The  Gulf;"  thi^^  crossing 
was  not  far  from  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  said  nuiin  road.  It 
will  thus  he  seen  that  the  curves  of  the  river  a?  it  crossed  and  re- 
crossed  the  ii'irth  juri-dictiou  liue  of  the  tov/n,  rc-t'Uihled  a  (''impressed 
letter  "S."  nr.  as  tin-  lutlians  termed  it,  Ih'ccanum — "a  hook" — a  name 
whicli  :<i.pli.'il  to  th.c  meadows  at  thi<  ]>oint.  on  ]■'.]:  sides  of  the  river. 
Thence  me  river  nowed  nearly  due  soutli,  sometliing  more  than  a  mile, 
prohaldy.  when  the  stream  divided  very  nearly  eqiuilly,  forming  the 
larire  island,  called  l^y  the  Indians  .Mannhannock.  of  aliout  two  hundred 
acres,  viih   a   navi-ahle  channel  on  either  side  of  it.'      (See  also  .1^;- 


1  Dr.  C'hapiii  ( //iv'.  (ihif^toiihuni,  p.  ITS)  ^ive^  the  following;  note  .t~  to  tlie 
iiie-ininj  of  t)'.i^  nauic:  ■".Manhannock"  may,  i)Os>ihIy.  be  from  ^ilunnannnek,  '"the 
moon."  from  the  shajie  of  tlie  Ishiml,  at  some  period:  l)Ut  it  is  more  likely  to  have 
the  siynitication  of  ""the  2reat  laiigliinp;  phice.''  Besides  tlie  word  .l//s-.  which  aNo 
beconifS  Mi^si.  Mish/^in].  and  Miniii.  tlie  Indians  also  liad  Maiini,  which  in  dpniiio^i. 
tion  becomes  ilfitiii,  Mnus  and  .Vr/ioi,  also  sijrnifyinfr  '"j^reat."  as  Mmisrck,"  a  pnat 
basket."  i  R.  \V.  0:J.  0:'.  10(1,  etc.)  AJuiinia.  "to  laiiprh.^'  "lio  is  merry"  (li.  W..  14.j) 
and  uck.  place  of,  locality.  Hence  ^laiinhaun-nock,  "a  place  of  frreat  merry  mak- 
ing." 

Of  these  (as  we  learn  from  Ro^er  Williams,  pp.  l-iil,  H~  j  there  were  two  jirin- 
cipal  kinds:  first.  Put-tuclc-fiufi-qKoncL-,  or  "arborplayiiijr.  "  The  arbor  or  play-house 
'"is  made  of  long  poles  set  in  the  earth,  four  square,  1(1  or  20  feet  hi;;;!',  on  which  they 
hang  great  store  of  their  stringed  money,  having  great  staking,  town  against  town, 
and  two  cliosen  out  of  the  rest,  by  course,  to  play  the  game  at  this  kind  of  dice 
in  the  midst  of  all  their  abettors,  with  great  shouting  and  solenuiity:  be>ides  they 
have  great  meetings  of  foot -ball-playing,  early  in  summer,  town  against  town,  up- 
on some  bri'.'tl  -andy  shore,  free  from  stones,  or  ujion  some  soft  heathicr  )>lot.  be- 
cause of  their  naked  feet,  at  wiiich  tluy  have  great  stakmgs,  but   xldom  i|iiarrel." 

Their  chiefe>t  idol  cf  all  sj)orts  and  games,  is  (ji  iluir  land  be  at  ])eace)  toward 
harvest,  when  they  >oi  ii|)  Qiin-iic-kn-iiiurk.  which  -iu'idfu's  I.'i>i;/-I!(i.'.<:r.  some- 
times   a    hundred,   sometimes   2()'J   feef   long,   upon    a    plain    near    the    Conn,    (which 
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pciuii.r  nij.  Tims  ir  |>;i.-;>c(l  X;iiil)uck,  rcccMfil  the  contrilm- 
tions  of  IJoariiig  JJruok  (llir^  hittci-  fed  l>v  t>t  ur^cDii  iJnink)  aiul  I'asscd 
Nayaug-  (Soiitli  (ilastdiilmrvj  du  its  Iti'i  and  Ju>cky  J I  ill  oii  its  iii;lit, 
substantially  as  at  jirc^i'iit,  Imt  a  few  n.d.s  iiKire  to  the  wc.-t,  in  the  luiid 
above  Jtoeky  Hill  lorry,  than  now.  What  caused  these  markcjd  elianges 
which  have  been  wrouaht  in  the  Ifivei-'s  eoursc;  sinoo  Wothei'slield's  first 
settlenieiit,  it  is  ma  easy  t"  .-ay.  nut.  we  can  understand  that,  at  the 
turn  nientionod  as  beiii;;-  in  the  vieinity  of  the  State  J^rison  ("the 
Cove"),  the  stream  eneountered  the  bod  of  red  saiulstone  shale  under- 
lying' the  meadow  soil  there,  and  imw  known  as  "The  Rocks,"'  an 
obstruction  suiiieiently  ])ntent  to  hinder  it  frnni  cutting  across  south- 
easterly. "Jho  other  Iteiids  have  simj)ly  "worke(l  down  stream," 
as  is  the  vnh  in  suft  alluvitnn.  Jliit,  whatever  the  ulterior  cause, 
the  fact  remains  that  Tlir  Cui-t',  in  Wotherstield,  occujjies  one 
portion  of  the  old  river  bed;  Kciici/'i^  Cove,  on  the  Glaston- 
bury side,  occupies  another  portion  of  the  same  bed.  Pewicr  Pot 
Broolt    flows  now   into    Keney's   Coxc,   and   not,    as   formerly   into   the 


tlipy  Ciill  h'it-Tiir-Kaii'icK) .  wlurc  many  Iiinusn7ii1';,  iiirii  and  women,  mn-t  —  ulirro 
he  that  frms  in  dances  in  si^'lit  dI  all  tlie  ie>t,  anil  is  |irt'|>arecl  witli  nKjiiey.  coats, 
sni.ill  lircrclies.  knives,  or  wiiat  tio  is  al)le  to  reach  to.  and  I'ives  tticsf  .iwav  to 
the  j)oor." 

Whoever  conijiares  tlic  sitnation  of  the  land  on  Manliannock  with  that  oii  the 
adjoining,'  slmve  at  I'yqiiaiiLr  will  pciceivi^  that  there  is  no  jdace  in  this  rcjion  of 
country  so  well  ada])tod  to  these  Indian  ;.Mmcs.  'J'lie  concnrreiice  of  this  fact,  with 
the  significance  of  the  names,  and  i)r<).\iinity  of  the  sachem's  court  in  Pyi|nan;^ 
rentiers  the  conclu?-ion  that  l'y<niauu'  and  ^lanhaniuick  were  places  of  nieiry  I'laking 
highly  prol)ahlc. 

2  The  ItorivS  or  The  CirsK.XT  Rock. — Tliis  hdi'c  of  red  sandstone,  or  shale,  was  not 
visitde  at  the  first  .scttlonient  of  tlie  town:  the  meadow  then  extending  out  owv  and 
beyond  it.  At  what  date  it  became  exposed  to  view,  by  the  removal  of  the  super- 
incumbent soil,  due  to  tlie  action  of  tlie  river,  is  not  determinable,  'fhat  it  was  as 
early  as  IGOO.  appears  from  a  town  vote  passed  that  year,  authorizing  Samiud  I'.uck 
to  "run  Iiis  fence  fioni  the  edjre  of  the  ]5ank  to  the  (Jreat  Rock,  during  the  towrri 
pleasure  and  no  longer:  not  prohibiting  any  one  from  gelling  stone  within  (he 
space  of  land  aforesaid."  IJuck  hail  derived  his  title  to  land  in  the  vicinity  (at 
the  extreme  North  end  of  High  St.)  from  his  father,  Henry  Liui'k.  This  roek  has  con- 
tributed much  to  the  science  of  Ichnography:  fossil  footprints  in  abundance  having 
been  found  there  by  President  Edward  and  Prof.  Charles  II.  Hitchcock  of  Andierst 
college.  We  may  add,  however,  as  an  illustraliou  of  the  eli'ecl  of  the  changes  in 
the  course  of  the  river,  and  a!-o  as  indicating  approximately,  the  date  thereof— 
that  so  late  as  1001,  the  Town  continued  to  grant  lamls  by  the  side  of  the  rirrr.  for 
public  cam])ing  places — which  to  day  are  on  the  south  and  east  side  of  Wethersfield 
cove;  that  is,  from  back  of  the  j)rescnt  site  of  the  State  prison  to  the  point,  or  lisliing 
place,  in  the  rear  of  IMr.  John  Hanmer's  residence.  Of  course,  all  these  "landing- 
places"  were,  very  many  years  ago,  abandoned  as  such;  and  new  ones  were  estab- 
lished on  the  new  river,  so  to  speak— east  of  the  village.  The  last  grant  at  llic  old 
place  was  in   ICDl,  "near  Mr.   [Steph.l   Chcsler's  warchou.se." 
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rivor.  1  lie  Island  has  disapjK.'iUvil.  SlHvtj'-on  IJrook  now  tlnws  directly 
into  the  river,  ;in<l  nut  iiiiif  l^lari^^■  lirn<)k,  jis  of  old;  and  an  i.dand  of 
aljout  nine  acns  in  cxtont.  at  l\in\ijiris(\  crossed  by  the  norih  juris- 
diction line  nf  the  town,  and  onee  known  as  Lung  (or  ivuxw  iis  suceessive 
owners)  as  ■"Cole's"  and  ■".Standisli's")  LstnntI,  is  now  only  to  he  idenii- 
fied  as  a  htiig  narrow  knoll  in  Hartford's  South  Meadow. 

The  jirintdjial  wat(rc<iurse  west  <>f  the  riv(n'  was  that  known  as 
'"Piper's  lliver,"  l>eing  the  south  hraneh  <d"  Jlartfonl's  present  Park 
Piver.  who-:e  watershed  includes  a  ennsidorahle  part  of  the  City  of 
Xew  ]]ritain.  ■■G.>}l'e's'  (othrrwi-c  known  as  IJeaver  or  !Mill)  Prook'' 
was  mainly  a  surfaee-\\ater  stream,  having  its  principal  sonrce  in  Duni- 


1  Pt.NXYWiSE  Island. — tii  lOT.'.  Janu-,  Cnlo  of  Ifiulford,  owiuhI  tlio  Isortlurn 
part  of  this  Inland  illnrtf'jid  /.'.  r.,  \'i>l.  I.,  p.  -^.^T;  while  Xatli.nnifl  I'niitc.  uf 
Wetlicr-field  liail  owned  the  southern  ])art  from  KiSG,  or  earlier,  nni  >idd  it  to 
Lieut.  John  Holli^ter  of  Wethorstield  in  1045  (^'elltcrs/icld  Lninl  }!>c.  Vd.  I.,  p. 
93).  rroiii  him  it  pa<>"d.  l>y  sale,  to  Jaiiic-:  Cole — thus  the  owner  of  the  whole 
island — and  he  in  Itiot.  >(dd  the  -nutheru  pari  to  Thomas  Standi^h  of  Wother>tield. 
{Hartford  Ii':c.,  \'iil.  1..  p.  .")K!.i  Ahout  li;S4,  the  island  having  then  beeoine  a  part 
of  the  main  laud,  le^ral  ei'iitrover.-y  heu'-oi  lietwccn  Cole  and  Standish.  The  H'ln. 
William  Pitkin,  attorney  for  the  latter,  clain:cd  for  his  client  all  the  laiul  by  ad- 
verse possession  for  more  than  twenty  years,  necordir."  to  English  Statute.-,,  but 
fjjp  f„..„...„i  (7ourt,  rcvcr.ir.g  .,  '.  lI-Io;.  o;  tin  Comt  vi  -v.-.3i.staiits,  held  liiai  laese 
Stjitutes  had  no  force  in  Conneciieut.    (Conn.  Col.  lice,  HI.,  1().5.) 

Pcinnnrisc  was  the  tract  bounded  X.  by  Hartford:  E.  by  Conn,  river  (now  the 
Cove),  and.  at  its  .'^outh  end  by  John  I'liim'-.  land,  Soutlierly  by  the  present  Fort 
i^t.  in  \\'cther>lipld  and  \V.  by  the  Hartford  Road.  Tliere  were  about  twenty  pro- 
prietors of  this  tr.'.ct,  \\lio--e  lots  were  fr.im  nne  to  si.x  acres  in  extent — avoragiiig 
three  or  four  each. 

]n  lliOl,  \\'ether>tield  Thwt.  Mas  party  fo  a  suit  conceniini;  Pennywi-:e  Inland,  and 
in  1003-4,  the  Town  conveyed  its  interi>t  in  it  to  Xathaniel  Foote,  .Tr.  In  171.'!, 
when  the  line  between  \\'ether>neld  and  Hartford  was  re-established,  four  ^tnies 
were  placed  to  mark  the  line  as  it  crossed  ".Standish  Island."  as  it  was  then  called, 
(^\'(thers!irld  T<,vn  Votr.t.  Vol. —  p.  220.  22S,  310),  the  ])hraseology  of  the  record.s 
clearly  shouing  that  the  name  "Island"  still  attached  to  the  land  formed  by  ar-cre- 
tion  around  what  had  once  been  such,  long  after  it  had  ceased  to  exist:  also,  that 
The  Cove  had,  meanwhile,  come  into  exi-.tence  but  that  it  extended  consideraldy 
further  north  than  at  present. 

2  Gokfe's  BnooK. — This  name  was  applied  to  a  part  only,  of  a  wateroour.-e  which 
crosses  the  main  road  from  Wether'field  to  Rocky  Hill,  jiwt  below  the  present  divid- 
ing line  between  the  two  towns.  It  was  so  named,  as  early  as  It'iGO,  from  the  fact 
that  Piiillip  Golie  owned  land  anil  lived  adjacent  to  it,  on  the  south  side,  and  on  the 
iionh  corner  of  the  main  road  above  named  and  the  road  into  the  Piocky  Hill  meadow. 
'J'hat  part  of  the  mill-stream,  in  ^Vether>>tield,  which  Hows  through  Beaver  Meadow, 
is  called  Bravrr  Urook.  GoiJv's  I'rook  is  the  name  given  to  another  section,  just 
above  the  foregoing:  n-xt  aljove  the  part  designated  as  Ciolle's  i.-,  a  section  called 
Sucker  Brook:  above  tliat  a  section  known  as  Tiro  Stone  I'rook  (in  Griswoldville) , 
and  still  another  section  Ilanq-Dofj  Brook,  which  connects  the  valley  with  the 
reservoir  in  what  was  formerly  Deming's  Meadow. 

Be.vver  Meadow. — In   the   earlv  vears   of  the  town   this   name   was   {riven    to   the 
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ing's  ^Ii'iulow.  TribntMi-y  to  tliesp  arc  "Collier"  Hrook,^  whose  water- 
shod  is  mostly  IIi  ;j:  Meadow;  a  stream  (name  uiiknowii  to  the  writer) 
whieh  joins  GofTe's  Jlmok  frfnu  the  soiitli,  Ji  few  hmIs  west  of  Gofl'e's 
]!ri(lge,  and  Tando's  JJrook,-  formerly  known  as  I'eaver,  and  later  as 
"Wadliam's  Jh-mrk."  The  latter  has  mneh  less  volume  now  than  for- 
merly, when  what  is  now  known  as  "Folly"  llowed  through  it. 

This  "'Folly"  ur  "Ihc  Folly,"''  as  it  is  generally  called,  and  which 
crosses  the  main  road  hetwceii  Hartford  aiuJ  Wetherstlcld,  is  a  cut-off, 
formed   in   IT-tl,  hy  which   the  "Great   Swamp" — a  great  basin   which 


tract  1>  in;;  botwocn  tlio  Causeway  on  tlic  iiortli,  and  llic  mail  frcmi  Itocky  llill 
nieadow-giitt;  to  tlio  liiviT  Tier  on  tlip  south;  the  river  oast,  and  Fearful  Swami) 
west.  The  meadow  to  the  nortli  of  it  was  called  Tlie  Great  Meadow,  and  thai  to  the 
south,  Mile  ileadow.  The  stream  now  known  as  Tando'.s  bronU.  was  at  first  called 
Beaver's  brooic,  then  Wadliam's  brook.  Mile  Jleadow  was  occasional  1 1/  callotl 
Beaver  Meadow.  This  was  the  case  in  a  town  vote  of  Jaii}'.,  IG50.  Tlie  Jiaine  Beaver 
Meadow  is  found  as  early  as  1G40. 

'  Coi-i.iKK  BucoK  .^WA.Mi>  AND  Coi.MEK  IlOAD. — Tills  swamp  is  first  nicni'.oiied  in  a 
Town-vole  passed,  Dec.  2t.  170"),  when  Ezekiel  Buck,  was  chosen  to  survey  the  lii;,'h- 
way  to  the  Saw-mill  I'aiins  ( Xewin^xtun ) .  The  road  (now  the  Churchill  road  to 
>i'ewin;,'ton)  whliii  erti~-ed  it,  was  soon  Uurealler  known  as  "ttic  LdUier  Uoad."  It 
had  previously  ocen  called  "the  Saw-mill  I'alh."  It  is  supjiosed  to  liave  taken  its 
name  from  the  fact  tliat  at  one  time  mueli  charcoal  was  made  in  the  woods  of  that 
region.  A  stream  llowin;;  through  it  is  still  known  a.s  Collier  Brook. 

'  Tanpo's  BnooK,  prior  to  1720,  when  it  was  largely  diverted  by  the  turning  of  its 
upper  .section  into  The  Cove,  at  The  Folly,  was  a  much  larger  stream  than  at 
present.  The  whole  watercourse  was,  at  first,  called  Beaver  ]5rook:  the  section 
Hewing  through  "Jxiryiif'  was  called  Waddam's  Brook,  from  .John  Waddams  (Wad- 
dams)  who,  in  lf!il9  and  later,  obtained  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  stream  and  lived 
on  the  corner  where  the  house  lately  occupied  by  Caroline  Larkins  (the  old  Kob- 
bins  i louse)  now  stands,  a  little  northwest  of  the  present  Larkins'  Bridge.  The 
Tandos,  or  Taiitos,  some  of  whom  arc  now  remembered  as  residents  of  Wctlierslleld 
were  of  mixed  Indian  and  Negro  blood.  One  of  the  Wetliersfield  or  Xewington 
Tandos  was  in  Capt.  l-'.li])halet  Whittlesey's  company  in  the  French  and  Indian  cam- 
paign of  1758,  his  name  api>earing  in  the  muster  roll  simi)ly  as  "Dando."  Some  of 
the  Tandos  lived  within  the  recollection  of  persons  now  living,  near  Tando's  Bridge 
on  the  north  side  of  the  road  leading  from  the  south  end  of  Main  St.  to  West,  or 
Woloott  llill.     It  is  supposed  that  this  habitation  gave  the  name  to  Tando's  Brook. 

'  [This  name  "Folly"  has  generally  been  supposed  to  be  a  sarcastic  sinuaticn  on  the 
part  of  the  early  inhabitants,  that  the  "cut-oir"  had  not  proved  to  be  the  benefit  it 
was  intended  to  be.  1  find,  however,  among  .Judge  Adam's  papers,  a  siiggeslinn  from 
one  of  his  correspondents,  that  it  may  be  "of  Dutch  origin,  somewhat 
modified  in  its  spelling,  meaning  n  sicampif  sinilr," 

The  suggestion  is  not  an  improbable  one.  There  were  several  Spanish  words 
which  came  into  U.-.0  in  the  Xew  Eng.  vocabulary  very  early — before  1700 — perhaps, 
before  10.50;  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  some  may  have  been  brought  from  the  Low 
Countries;  or  from  more  immediate  contact  with  their  neighbors  of  New  Netherlands. 
— H.   R.   S.] 
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■o\t('ii(l(<l  frtiin  ;ii")\('  the  prrx'iit  Park  Stivct  in  Hartford  on  tlin 
iiortli  tu  the  CiiUicr  IJuad  (imrlli  nf  (iri^woidxillc )  in  Wctliorsticld,  on 
the  soiitli — was  furnished  witli  a  sutlicicnt  outlet  into  "The  Covc."  Quo 
•efTiH't  of  opening;  lhi>  slmrt  cut  was  to  rc'n<l('r  the  ancient  iJeaver  or 
Tando's  ]>rook,  litili'  nmre  than  a  sluiii^ish  ditch;  an<ither  was  to  nec- 
essitate the  con.-ti-uetinn  of  th(^  suhsfantial  structure  now  known  as 
the  ''Folly  ];ridi:e,"  a  title,  which  in  view  of  the  recdaniation  of  so  much 
valuahlc  land  to  i)iirj)(!ses  of  \iseful  cidture,  seems  to  be  little  less  tluni 
ungrateful.  The  value  of  such  a  eut-oflF,  as  a  a;reat  drainer  of  lantls,  cer- 
taitdy  far  e.xceeils  the  a<ldilional  cost  of  hrid^cv-;  on  its  account.' 

The  ]\rattheesick  traversed  the  southwest  corner  of  the  ol<l  townshij) 
and  turned  tlie  mills  at  Jje(dcley  Quarter;  hut  this  ])ovtion  of  that 
stream,  with  its  fertile  meadows,  is  now  in  iJerlin.  The  list  of  water- 
courses on  the  west  side  of  the  river  closes  with  "Hog  Jjvook,"*  a  few 
rods  below  Rocky  Hill  Landinu,-,  and  Divideml  Dvook,  which  drovo 
liev.  Gershom  iJulkhy's  ''Come  Mill,"  the  last  named  stream  eniering 
the  river  a  few  rods  north  of  the  boundary  line  between  Ilocky  Hill  and 
Cromwell. 

Of  the  changes  wrought  in  rhe  meadows  of  Wotliori^-lcdd  (noccanuni 
and  Glastonlmry.  ov  V-iidnic  :ncl;;>l(  il)  i;  woniu  ije  our  of  place  to  give 
a  detailed  account.  Tut  sonu^  idea  of  their  extent  may  bo  gained  from 
the  fact  that  the  jurisdiction  line,  establi.--hed  in  1770.  between  Weth- 
ersficld  and  Hartfovd,  and  which  conlinurd  to  be  the  line  until  changes 
made  by  the  Legislature,  in  1S7!.  was  intended  to  represent  the  aii;Ment 
cour.se  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  separation  of  Glastonbury  from 
Wethcrsfield,  in  IHIjO.  at  which  time  the  river  was  made  the  boundary 
line.      Vi\'  consulting  the  nnip,   it   v.ill  be  apparent   that   the  mouth   of 


1  I'rior  to  the  tiirriincr  of  llli^i  stream  nero^s  tiie  lii^'tiway,  it  was  a  eoniinoii  ikmuf- 
rence,  in  the  spriiip;  of  tlio  year,  for  a  body  of  water  to  l)e  foniieil,  extemlinjj  from 
the  vicinity  of  tlie  jiresent  lios[>ital  in  IfartfonI,  on  the  north,  to  near  tlie  Cliiueliill 
road  ((Jriswoldville)  on  tlio  south.  It  covered  the  whole  i-e;,'ion  known  as  tlie 
<Jrcat  Swamp  in  the  early  records  of  \Vethersrield  and  Hartford.  The  water  was  so 
deep  on  the  lowest  part  of  the  road  ninnin;;  westerly  from  the  jiresent  Buck's  Corner. 
near  The  Cove,  as  not  to  be  fordable:  and  a  ferryboat  was  actually  kept  tliere  for 
the  transportation  of  passen^'ers,  at  that  point.  Hence  arose  the  name  of  .Jonlaii 
Lane,  a.  name  which  the  roail  bears  to  the  present  day.  (Jen.  Leonard  P.  Welles. 
a<,'cd  80,  in  18S2,  told  me  that  he  had  heard  this  tradition  from  his  ^rrandfather, 
who  said  it  came  to  him  from  his  ancestors,  wlio  from  the  time  of  Gov.  Thomas 
^^■elles,  lived  in  the  immediate  vicinity. — S.  \V.  .V. 

'Hog  r>ROOK,  first  mentioned  in  \CA)\,  when  Thomas  \^■illiams  was  fjiven  12  acrc-^ 
of  land  ailjoinin^'  it  <m  the  nortli.  It  flows  into  the  river  about  an  ei;;hth  of  a 
mile  below  the  landing  at  Hocky  Hill. — See  Map  of  The  Landinj,',  in  llocky  Hill 
Chapter. 


Td'OtiKAl'IlY     Ol'    TllH     ToWNSIIir. 


S7 


J'cwtcr  l*i)t  l!i-(i<)k,  wliicli  ill  \Ci'.\C,  fdniicil  a  jmirtiiui  with  tlii'  cast  slmre 
of  Ctiiiiiccticiit  liiscr.  is  iinw  \cry  near  u  mile  In  the  pustward  oi  tliat 
sliuro,  ami  now  cinittics  into  Ivoiicy's  Cdvc  (or  ■''riic  (luli"')  a  Ijndy 
of  water  wliicli  lias  hicii  wholly  foi'inctl  sim-t'  thai  date  ( )[)|)i).sit('  to  that 
point,  thcfcforc.  the  (Ircal  Kivcr  is  a  niilc  west  of  where  it  was  at  the 
settleiiient  id"  tlie  tnwn. 

Further  down  the  ri\cr,  npnn  its  east  side,  Slui'i^-eon  llruok  (Called 
Salmon  llrook^  hy  Dr.  C'hapin),  \vhieh  in  part,  formed  the  uorllicrn 
boundary  of  Xayaiiii',  tiowed  intn  Koarinii'  Ilrook  (called  Stnriicou 
Ri\er  hy  Dr.  ('ha[Mn)  until  a  conijjaratively  recent  date.  lint  hy  the 
wearing  of  the  river  to  the  eastward  at  this  point,  Sturgeon  Jh'ook  is 
made  to  flow  intn  the  Cnnnecticnt  lii\cr,  at  a  point  considerably  to  the 
northward  ^f  the  nmuth  nf  Ilnaring  llmok. 

On  the  west  side  (d'  the  rixcr,  ^everal  acres  of  land  have  formed,  by 
accnMien,  a  litlle  abuse  the  Ferry  and  Landing  Place  at  Tiocky  llill. 

As  to  mountains,  hills,  or  ridges  ef  high  land  in  AVethersfield  no 
"exact  measnnMnents  are  knnwn  tu  have  been  taken.  In  the  old  town- 
.ship  the  higln'st  pnints  wen-  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  On  the  west 
side,  the  sniiremacy  re-ts  between  the  summit  in  the  rear  of  Sher- 
man's II. -Ul  (I^.iek%  Jlill;  and  Cedar  Hill,  or  jlountain,-  as  it  is  some- 
times called.  I!(ith  these  eminences  are  uf  trap  ro(d<,  and  prubably 
neither  is  over  three  hundred  feet  high.  The  ridge  which  includes 
Cedar  llill  is  clnse  to  the  dividing  line  between  Wcrhersfield  and  New- 
ington.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  this  is  a  lov.er  ridge  of  trap- 
rock,  known  as  the  Xott'.--  Hill  Iiidge.  This  is  a  cimtinuation,  southerly, 
of  the  ridge  at  Hartford's  llecky  Hill,  wlieuco  that  City  obtains  its 
sn])]tly  of  stone  for  macadamizing  its  streets.  The  western  slope  of  this 
is,  like  that  of  Cedar  Hill,  precipitous  and  strewn  with  loose  frag- 
.mcnts  of  the  steiie  of  which  it  is  composed.  This  ridge  offers  an 
instance  of  rock  of  an  igneous  origin  overlying  sLratified  rock  of  a 
more  recent  formation. 


*  Salmo.x  Huook.— 'this  stroani  \v,ts  forniprly  the  nortlirni  or  main  hiimcli  of  tlie 
stream  separating  Xauluic  from  Xayaug.  It  united  with  Sturt^foii  \\\vr  (ikjw 
Roaring  hroolc)  in  the  Glastonbury  Great  ^^ea(low.  But  tlio  encroaehiiK iil  of  Conn. 
Kiver  eastward,  at  this  point,  has  had  the  cfl'eet  to  rut  off  all  tluU  |i;\il  lichnv  the 
point  of  union  of  tlio  two  liranclies;  so  that  tliey  enter  tlic  river  liy  sepanite  mouths, 
with  no  present  indication  of  tliere  liaving  formerly  l)een  hut  one  mouth  for  both. 
The  origin  of  tlie  name  is  obvious. 

'  Ced.vk  Moi'.NTAix. — This  elevation  of  land,  the  highest  n-ithin  the  present  town 
limits,  wa.s  so  ealled  in  the  records  as  early  as  1(!87;  perhaps  earlier.  When  the 
r200-acre  Common  was  laid  out,  in  1037,  it  was  provided  that  it  should  exteml  from 
the  end  of  the  I-ong  Lots,  on  the  east,  "to  the  edge  of  Cedar  Mountains,"  on  the 
west. 
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Tj,k   Vn...A.u:    P;.or  or   AVKTiM.:Ksrii.:r.n.-Can   l.o   best  understood 
by  a  n.fr.niRT  t-.  iho  map.  ^vhlvh.  wl.IIe  n..t  .Irauu  to  a  .rale    will  .till 
convoy  a  , .retry  good  id.a  of  tl.o  Incatimus  of  tlic  hon.osteads  of  the  lirn 
settler..    It  udl  l,e  observed  that,  in  a  general  way,  it  was  botn.d.d  north- 
erly by  th,-  Conneetient  Kiver  (n.-u"  The  Cove)  :  easferlv  l,v  the  Greu 
Ueadow  (at  the  north  cn.lj   and  Great  and  J.ittle  riain.-the  Gre-u 
,Mcad..w  be.ng  fday  very  nineb   rednce.l   in   br-adth   bv  the  eneruach- 
ments  o'i  the  river;  .„utherly  by  the  Great  JMain  and  th.  South  Field 
party  by  oacl. :  westerly  l,y  the  Great  W.st  Field  (and,  at  the  extren.e 
north  end,   P.nnywi...     There  was  a  Conunon  and  a  Public  Landing 
l-lace  on  the  river,  west  and  opposite  to  .Meadow  Kow;  these  are  now 
occupied  by  private  individuals  and  constitute  the  southeast   <hore  of 
the  Gove:  and  a  line  of  dwellittgs  opposite  to  ^leadow  Row,  now  make 
hat  the  uj.per  part  of  High  Street,  sometimes,  to  this  dav,  called  -The 
Common.-     All  home  lots  on  the  east  side  of  High  StrecJt  (whicli  n.-. 
extends  northerly  from  the  site  of  the  JIaptist   Cliureh  to  The  Cove) 
^vere  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Great  ^leadow,  and  in  area  thev  each  ' 
contained  iivm  tliree  to  sev.-n  ac-ns.     The  name  -'lUsh  Street"  ic'ns  o^i 
as  the  town  uself.     Jonas  Weed's  home  lot.  which  ^as  at  the  extreme 
nortu  ciiu  oi  Jleadow  How.  was  lun,„,],.,l  ,„,,.,i,,„.i,.  i^.  ^   ;.,,...    ,      r^, 
Uarbor,"  and  another  highway  leading  to  tlu-  uoi^r ^nd  of 'ih.^Gi^^u 
^leadow,  bonnded  his  place,  containing  seven  acres,  on  the  so„th     Conn- 
ing down  High  Street,  on  the  east  side,  to  the  house  of  Josiah  Churchill 
a  road  ran  easterly,  thence  into  the  Great  Meadow.     This  road,  to-d-.v' 
leads  to  the  Public  Landings,  not  then  existing,  and,  in  fact,  the  pla;e 
Avhere  thev  are  is  nearly  a  mile  westward  of  where  the  river  then  wa. 
Coming  .a  tew  rods  further  down  on  the  west  si.le,  a  road,  then  called 
1-ort  Street  (today  called  Prison  or  State  Street)  extended  thence  north- 
westerly to  connect  with  Hartford  Poad.     Where  it  so  connects,  it  was 
bounded  nortlierly  by  Penny  wise;  and  the  home  lot  of  John' Plumb 
(afterwards  Gov.  Welles'  lot,,  containing  eighteen  acres  and  now  occu- 
pied by  the  State  Prison,  was  botindr-d  on  the  west  bv  Pennvwi^e      The 
location  of  the  fort,  which  gave  to  this  its  name,  wiil  be  discussed  ehe- 
wliere.     1  he  road  no.-  kno:n.  as  Xott's  Lane,  running  wcsterlv  from 
i  risoii  btrcLt,  did  not  exist  until  ]G79. 

Continuing  our  course  down  High  Street,  until  we  come  to  the  ho, 
ot  of  Sgt.  John  Xott.  on  the  east  side,  we  find  another  road,  also  thei 
known   as   Hartford   ]^oad.    now   Sandy  Lane,    rtinnin^.  nearlv   north 
west  until  It  was  inter.-ected  by  Fort  Streot.     Only  one  side  (the  north- 
east) of  this  road  was  then  settled  upon.     There  are  indications  that    at 
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open  si>acc,  foniiirig  ]);irt  uf  the  "Grocir'  or  "Cuniiiion,"  ^^o  often  men- 
tioned in  the  earliest  deeds,  and  that  upon  this  part  of  ancient  Green 
the  ]iai)tist  Church  antl  some  private  dwellings  now  stand. 

The  mad  running  easterly  from  High  Street,  into  tlu^  .Meadow  or 
down  to  the  present  "Lahoratiu-y,"  now  known  as  "riiemical  Lane/'  did 
not  then  exist.  Coming  down  High  Street,  where  it  connects  with 
the  ^Fain  Street  of  to-day,  we  enter  upon  the  Green  and  Common,  we  have 
just  mentioned.  l'"i-oiii  this  (Ircen  debouched  High  Street,  northerly, 
Hartford  IJoad  norlhwesterly.  Short  Street  southeasterly  and  what  wo 
to-day  call  ^lain  Strtrt,  southerly.  This  Green  was  several  times  larger 
than  it  is  today.  Only  a  remnant  now  remains.  It  embraced  not  only 
the  open  space  in  which  (until  the  present  century)  the  town  pump 
stood,  and  where,  more  recently  the  flag  staif  was  set,  but  it  also  included 
the  sites  of  the  house  of  Levi  Goodwin^  deceased;  the  Doming  house 
next  north,  the  old  Gershom  Xott  (now  Shepardson)  house  south- 
east, and  the  Latimer  (now  "^^artin  Griswold)  house;  besides  the  area 
of  one  (the  west)  third  of  the  present  burying  ground  in  length. 
Building  lots  have  Ik'cu  taken  from  it  in  all  directions.  One  of  these 
John  Thompson's,  forms  the  angle  in  the  junction  of  'Mi\\n  and  .\rarsh 
Avenue,  the  latter  lieiTia'  the  street  connecting  the  (ireen  witli  the  upper 
end  of  Lroad  Street.  On  the  northeast  side  of  Short  Street,  the  land 
now  occujiied  by  ^lartin  Griswold,  Esq.,  was  once  a  part  of  this  square. 
The  first  ^leetingHouse  was  near  its  centre,  and  the  Kev.  Henry  Smith's 
home  lot  of  five  acres,  on  High  Street,  was  bounded  southerly  in  part 
by  the  Green,  and  partly  by  the  ]>n7-ying-Gronnd,  then  a  small  enclosure 
of  twenty-seven  rods  in  length.  To-day,  tlie  Meeting  House  is  within 
the  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  Short  and  IHgh  Streets,  and  the 
name  Short  Street  has  long  been  out  of  use.  It  is  probable  that  Hartford 
Road,  as  originally  laid  out,  entered  ;^^ain  Street,  so  as  to  form  a 
straight  line  with  Short  Street.  Continuing  down  ^Liin  Street,  wliich 
practically  is  a  continuation  of  High,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that,  with  the 
exception  of  Sgt.  Xott's  and  Thonuis  Ufford's,  there  were  no  dwellings 
in  this  street  prior  to  10-il.  Li  fact,  this  street,  now  apparently  the 
oldest  in  the  village,  did  not  exist  as  surJi,  until  about  lG-t5.  AVe  refer 
to  that  part  of  it  running  northerly  from  Fletcher's  Lane  (where 
May's  Hotel  lately  was)  to  the  ^Meeting  House.  Prior  to  about  1G15, 
there  was  a  passage  through,  known  as  liose  Lane  (mimed,  probably, 
from  Robert  Rose),  but  at  about  the  date  indicated  (possibly  as  early 
as  161:?,  by  which  time  several  dwellings  liad  been  erected  on  the  ivest 
side)  it  was  christened  "Xew  Street,"  .sometimes  '"Rose  Lane."  The 
east  side  of  Rose  Lane,  or  Xew  Street,  formed  the  rear  of  the  home  lots 
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on  tlic  west  si'li'  of  Ilrnad,  ami  tlicn^  were  no  (lucHiiii^s  on  that  sitlo, 
for  umrc  than  a  ncncratidn  at  least. 

Our  course  clown  J\Iain  Sti'oft  to  wlioro  May's  I  Intel  lately  was  koi>t, 
hriu^s  us  to  a  street,  crnssin;;-  it  at  ri;;ht  aui^les.  That  part  running'  thence 
northwesterly,  kn<i\\n  tuday  as  I!aek  Lane,  was  in  Hill),  iiiul  I'm-  many 
years  thereafter  ealleil  '■^^'alering  Lane.''  This,  at  least  s(j  late  as 
1012,  seems  to  have  terminaleil  at  the  am;le  where  its  course  hecinaes 
northerly,  in  the  "wilderness,"  or  '"lands  undivided."  At  that  j)oint 
its  extension  northerly  to  Hartford  loiad  was  effected  ahuut  HIIl';  and, 
thereafter,  like  Knse  Lane,  it  was  called  New  Strec-i  ;  hut,  nrdiko  the 
latter,  it  "was  also  designated  as  "the  New  Knad  to  Ihirtford,"  the  name 
AVatering  Lane  still  retaining  its  hold  n])<in  the  fild  part  of  the  road, 
until  Back  Lane  came  to  he  nseil  for  the  whol(\  There  was,  also,  a  lane 
or  ''way"  connecting  W'aieriiii;-  Lane,  in  the  angle  we  have  mentioned, 
with  the  Sandy  Lane  of  to-day,  and  fcu'ining  the  rear  of  divers  home 
lots  nntil  ]GCO,  when  it  was  closed  hy  vote  of  the  town.  There  are 
indications  that  another  "way,"  leading  into  "The  Wilderness"  westerly, 
from  the  angle  in  Watering  Lane,  has  been  discontinued  in  the  same 
manner. 

Opposite  to  W.ctviing  Lane  was  anothci-,  Flenher','^  Lane,  taking  its 
name  from  John  h'ietcher,  and  connecting  Main  and  Lroad  Streets.  Ijg- 
low  Fletcher's  Lane,  Main  Street  was  then  callecl  Bell  Lane,  prohaMy 
from  Francis  Fell,  from  whom,  jicrhaps,  Fichard  Law  honght  his  lot 
on  the  corner,  ixdl  Lane  was  continiu'd  nntil  it  turned  westerly, 
when  it  became  "the  road  to  the  West  Swani]);''  now  the  road  to 
Wolcott  or  West  Hill.  The  "path  to  the  ]\lilL"  now  '^Mud  Lane,"  was 
continued  southerly  from  I'ell  Lane  to  the  ^lill  or  ]\rill  ]5rook,  in  the 
south  end  of  the  town. 

Feturning  to  the  upper  end  of  Froad  Street,  we  find  that  Sliort 
Street  tei-minates  in  a  junction  with  another  road  to  the  Great  ^Meadow 
and  to  the  ferry  afterwards  established  to  Xaubnc.  On  the  cast  side 
of  Froad  Street,  at  its  Tipjier  einl,  a  piece  <.if  land  has  been  taken  from 
the  street,  on  which  two  houses  now  stand,  one  occupied  by  ^frs.  Eliza- 
beth Savage.  Coming  down  on  the  east  side  of  Froad  Street,  we  find 
a  road  running  southeasterly  through  the  (ireat  an<l  T>ittle  Plains  to 
Foaver  ^leadow  and  Fearful  Swani]).  At  tin'  extreme  south  end  of 
Froad  Street,  a  short  passage  was  called  Carpenter's  Lane.  Except  in 
this  way  the  name  Carpenter  does  not  occur  on  the  records  of  this 
date.  Another  short  road  running  .southwesterly  from  the  south  end 
of  Froad,  connected  with  the  "Fath  to  the  Mill,"  before  mentioned. 
The  "Way  to  ^Littabcseck"  exi.-ted  uiuil  1  HCi'J-TO,  when  it  was  laid  out 
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h\  town  vi.to.      Nor,  iU  that  time,  was  tlioiv  any  road  to  lIiK-ky  Hill.  Hic 
The  name  15n>a(l  i.s  as  oM  a^  tlio  scltlenioiit. 

Trri.KS  TO  Lam-s — Ai.t.otmknts  ov  IIo.mi:  Lots — Divisions  of 
Lands.  We  have  aliva<ly  (.l.servi'd  that  Wetlierstield,  as  a  Imdy  of 
pn.prietors,  and.  later,  a>  a  IjoiI;/  palHic,  nbtnined  its  titlo  to  the  territory 
within  its  limits  by  irrant  from  tlio  Indians,  in  ir>:;tl,  1070  and  1Im-'5: 
and  from  the  Governor  and  Secretary,  aetinir  for  the  Colony  hy  Patent, 
in  iGs:. ;  the  latter  hoinj:  in  the  nature  of  a  deed  of  eontlrmat ion.  In 
each  case  the  grant  liad  heen  made,  not  to  the  town,  as  at  present  con- 
stituted (i.  e..  "all  tlie  inliahitants."'  within  certain  prescribed  limits). 
Init  t(j  certain  per>ri!is  by  name.  bei)i<r  i)ropri(nors  of  lands  therein,  and 
to  the  '-re.-t"'  of  the  proprietors,  with  their  heirs,  successors  and  assiirns. 
the  governing  idea  beinir  that  siicli  proi.rietors  vitlij  were  members  of 
tlio  body  ])olitic. 

Oriirinally  ludlrhhial  proprietors  iKrame  snch  by  virtue  of  orcupa- 
tkn.  as  was  the  ca.-e  with  the  few  who  held  the  first  "adventurers' 
lands"'  in  the  Great  Plain,  before  any  townshi]^  organization  bad  bceu 
furmr:!.  Then,  an  or-anizannn  bavin-  been  fov..„.,l  and  b^eome  pos- 
sessed ol  the  Indian  title,  m  Jii:;(;,  this  orii-ani/.ation — at  rirst  composed 
of  the  original  ••adventtirer>"'— made  special  grants,  by  votes,  m  pro- 
prietors' meeting,  to  such  as  they  chose  to  take  into  their  fellowslu]).  In 
this  wav  many  grants  had  been  nuide  ])rior  to  H\?>~  or  ':;s,  when,  so  far 
as  api)oars,  a  r/oin-nl  selling  oui  of  ierrilnnj  in  srvrrally,  was  then 
made  for  the  fir>t  time.  Let  us  go  back  and  retrace^,  as  best  we  can,  the 
successive  steiis  by  which  the  original  territory  of  the  town  was  dis- 
tributed among  its  inhabitants,  from  time  to  time. 

I.  The  Green.  The  site  of  which  Ave  have  already  d. 'scribed  in  our 
preceding  remarks  niK.n  the  village  ]dot.  was  prol)al)ly  the  first  lay-out 
of  the  new  territory  made  by  the  settlers  of  Pyquaug. 

TL  Around  thi~.  as  a  natural  nneJeiis  of  settlement,  were  laid  out  in 
ir,0.j-0,  the  home  lols  of  the  first  settlers— parcels  of  land,  of  generally 
two  or  three  acres  each,  granted  l\v  the  town  to  individuals  belonging 
to  the  body  of  pro]>rietors — spaces  being  re-^er\ed.  here  and  there,  for 
hiahwavs  or  thoroughfares.  Li  this  way  lots  were  assigned  on  both  sides 
of  Broad  and  High  Streets  (on  the  latter  as  far  north  as  the  Common)  ; 
the  west  side  of  :M;iin  Street  (then  called  Pose  Lane)  ;  the  northeast 
side  of  Sandy  Lane:  the  west  si.de  of  Liell  Lane;  part  of  the  north 
side  of  Fort  Street,  and  Meadow  Pow.  which  adjoined  the  Common  on 
the  east.     P.road  Street,  which  is  still  very  wide,  has  been  made  much 
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iiarruwcr,  fspccially  at  its  north  cii<l,  wlicrc  several  hnme  lots  have 
since  been  sold  Ia    ilie  town. 

III.  The  next  step  in  this  di.<triliHtioii  ])rol)al>K'.  v/as  that  of  certain 
oiitlyinu-  incndoir  la>uJt<,  in  lO.'JO  or  earlier;  of  cleared  lands,  called 
•plabis ;  and  lands  on  the  Great  Island,  in  1(^:17  ;  and  of  fmir  areas  known 
as  fields,  and  of  sa-am jis.  etc.,  in  liI.'J's.  (See  A ppnt'Ii.r  V.)  Prior  to 
this  latter  date.  al>o,  nnidi  of  the  land  of  Pennywise  (Kli'lT-S),  and  in 
the  village  (on  iJroi.d,  High  ami  Port  Streets,  and  llull  and  Fletcher 
Lanes)  had  Ix-en  granted  in  Ikjihc  lots. 

As  to  the  Fields,  or  larger  sections,  they  were  nsnally  i;ranted,  not 
as  home  lots,  Imt  as  outlying  woodlands,  or  for  fanning  and  grazing, 
appurtenant  to  homesteads.  Lands  in  the  Cireai  ^[eadow  and  Swamp 
were  made  the  basis  of  grants  of  uplands;  the  ])ro[)orlion  of  iiphin<l  to 
that  in  the  meadow,  being  4  to  1.  This  explains  why  the  Greai  ^Vcst 
Field,  which  was  mostly  iiplan<l,  was  sometimes  called  ''the  four-fold 
division."  When  John  Clarke.  Oetober  lU,  10:1^,  .sold  his  Wethersfield 
lands  to  John  PolJjins,  among  which  were  ten  acres  in  the  Great 
^Meadow,  it  was  provided  in  the  i\QvA  that  the  grantee  should  receive  the 
"four-fold  uidaud.',""  (whenever  laid  out),  which  belonged  with  the 
mcado...  Accord iniily,  some  years  biter,  forty  i^tj;:  of  wphuid  \u_'re 
laid  out  to  Piobbins  in  the  Great  West  Field.  It  is  ])robable  that  this 
last  mentioned  Field,  was  mostly  divided  in  1GL)9. 

In  these  allotments,  as  described  in  Appendix  V,  ihirly-four  men 
seem  to  have  shared ;  the  acreage  alloweil  to  each  individual  being 
ba.^ed,  ap])are]itly,  u])on  the  means  and  social  sialiis  of  the  donee;  and 
proportioned  very  nearly  to  that  of  his  homesteail.  In  theory  the  allot- 
ments were  made  liy  the  ]>roprietors  (land  owners)  of  the  township, 
by  and  among  themselves.  They  were  like  the  shareholders  of  a  joint- 
stock  com])any,  so  far  as  the  tuulivided  lands  were  concerned.  The 
General  Court,  April  10th,  ICIO  (Cul.  Fee.  I),  refers  to  an  ''Agree- 
ment," "betwixt  the  31  men,  and  the  Towne  and  Church  in  Wethers- 
field;" and  the  Court  says  ''it  is  understood  all  the  meaduwing  with- 
in the  bounds  of  AVethersfield,  on  this  [west]  side  the  river,  yet 
undiiulcd,  with  a  portion  of  upland  on  this  side  and  the  other  side 
the  river"'  are  included  in  the  agreement.  It,  also,  says  that:  '"Said 
34  men  have  an  equal  right,  or  proportion  unto  the  resdtie  of  the 
upland  undivided,  with  the  church  and  the  resdue  of  the  towne,  ether 
in  comon  with  them,  or  in  any  other  kynd.'" 


1  Under  this  "agreement"'    (whatever  its   full  seopo  niny  have  been)    between   the 
"34  men  of  the  one  part,  and  tlic  church  civl  town  rm  tlie  other  part,"  each  p.-irty 
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Mratloirs. — Tliis  term  is  applied  to  such  of  tIic  alluvial,  or  [icriodical- 
ly  tloodcil  lauds  alcu^'  the  llivcr,  as  are  cdearcd  and  in  suitable  condi- 
tion for  mowing-  or  plowing'.     When  the  wliolc  is  enclosed,  as  a  Cf>ninion 


seems  to  liavc  liad  the  riglit  to  i.><.suo  grants  of  land  to  iiidiviiluals.  I  find,  among 
Jud;,'c  Adams'  papers,  tlic  following  lists,  (possibly  more  or  less  incomplete),  in 
which   ho  had  endeavored  to  sifi  out  the  source   from   which  the  early  settlers  of 

Wetlier-'tield  derived  their  respeeti\e  grants: 


Lands  given  by  the  Town  ok  Wetiieusfield  to  sxtnory  pautucs  as  aiteaus  by 
Vol.  1.,  OF  THE  Land  Recouds: 


J)ate. 


No  Dale. 

Oct.      20,  lOoO 

14,  KItIO 
■22,  105.3 
22,  1(;.5.) 
27,  1054 

15,  1055 
10,  1000 
21,  105'J 
10,  10(iO 
97.  10-7 


July 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Feb. 
June 
Dec. 
.June 
Oct, 


Nov.  10,  1059 
No  Date.  (1047?) 
No  Date.  (1047?) 
Wch.  1,  1047 
fllch.  1,  1047 
Nov.  17,  1055 
June  10,  1000 
1641" 

"91  h  nio..  2S  day 
Janv.      7,   1059 


Name  of  Doiuo. 

Sam.  JJoardnian 
John  Wuddams 
John  W'addanis 
Henrj-  Palmer 
l^lenry  I'almer 
Kiioeh    I'iUek 
J.eonard  Dix 
Leonard  Di.x 
Sam.  IJelden 
.Michael  Criswold 
i\liehac-l  Criswohl 

Hugh   Welles 

Jnliii  Coltnian 

Jolin  C'nltinan 

William  Smith 

William  Sinith 
Sa!nu(d  Hale 
John  Itiley 

Itichard  Treat,  Senior 
iienjamin  Crane 


May     14,   1000         John  Kiissell,  Jr. 


John  Dickinson 
llichard   -Montague 
lUchard  Montague 
John  riobbins'  heirs 

J>eonard  Chester 


June     10, 

10(;0 

iMch.      11, 

1 052 

Apr.     15, 

1005 

4th  mont  li 

1041 

25th 

(lav 

Feb.       7,  1C41 


Uichard   tiayldon 
IBelden?] 
Feb.     24,   1041         Kichard  Denton 
Feb.     24,  1C41         John  Xorthend 


No.  of     I'ago 
Acres,    of  N'ol. 


30 
3 


3 

25 

0 

20 

10 

20 

2 

28 

3 

29 

3 

29 

5 

42 

3 

40 

52 

40 

4 

50 

1.'. 

(17 

12 

07 

1 

71 

5 

71 

1  Vl! 

97 

3 

107 

i'arm. 

120 

5>L. 

130 

30  rds. 


Kemarks. 

24  At  Koeky  Hill. 

25  ) 
Near   the   center. 

In   tlie    "Dry    Swamp." 
in   tlic   '-West  Field." 
Near  the  center. 
Near  tlie  center. 
In  Heaver  -Meadow. 
In  JJry  Swamp. 
In   Beaver  Meadow. 
3i  tn  J^oi ;  adjoining 

Farminglon. 
In  Dry  Swamji. 
On  Broad  Street. 
In  Mile  -Meadow. 
In  the  Center.        |   r.iven 
In  Mile  Meadow.  sTr'^a. 
In  the  Center  of  Town. 
In  Beaver  ^Icadow. 

At  "Noyakc"   (Noyaug.) 
1  Piece  Meadow;  1  Home 
Lot. 
147         3  Acr.  Home  Lot. 

I    Ac.  Mead. 
173         Beaver  Meadow. 
17S         Taken   from  the  Street. 
178         At  North  .Meadow  Gate. 


209         The  No.  ])icees,  and  acre 
not    given,    but    probably  many  acres. 


214 

AmounI    not  given. 

15 

215 

In  the  "South  Field." 

2y4 

210 

A  "House-lot." 

8 

147 

3  Acre  Homo  Lot;   1  Ac. 
mead. 
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field,  tlio  «\v;nii]i_v  ami  Wdndinl   parts  nf  the  alluvial  tract  are  enclosed 
witli  the  meatl'iw;;. 

The  carlic.-'t  iiiaiiai;emeiit  nf  the  iiH'adnws  for  tin'  jmrpn.-e  of  rf^giilat- 
ing  the  edinninn  feiK'C  .-eparatinu'  tlieiii  frinii  the  ii[)laiid,  i>r  the  upper 
iiieadi'W  frniii  the  lowrr  one,  etc.,  as  \w\\  as  estahli.-liiii^-  the  i^ate,-.  lixiiig 


Oct.      2.-), 

1G49 

Itichanl  Smith. 

Oct.      -2.-), 

1040 

llichaid  Smitli 

Oct.      2.-), 

lt;4!1 

Iticharil   Sinilii 

No  Date. 

Jol)n  Kl-M'ii 

.No.    (1 

f     I'a-o 

Acri-i 

of     \c,l, 

3 

.">7 

2 

.")7 

4 

.t7 

— 

70 

1 

71 

.Mcli. 

1, 

Janv. 

5, 

Janv. 

5, 

L.\.\US   OIVE.N    ••IIV    TllK    t'lUlUll"    IN    W'kI  II  KUsriKI.K,    1  ()    SlNDItY    PAKTIKS,'   .^S    Al'l'K.^KS 
BY   \"0L.   I..  UI'   T,.VM)   1;eluIU)S: 

Date  of  Entry.     Nauu'  of  Doiico. 

Itciiiarks. 
In  the  center  of  Town. 
In    (ireat   .Meadow. 
In  ".Mile  Meailow.'' 
Near    the    center, 
(.iiven  by  ■"Church  &  Town." 
.Mch.        1,   1047      William  Smith  1  71     >      In  tiie  center. 

1  Oiven  by  "Chnreli  &  Town." 
1G47      W  illiam  Smit);  5  71      j    In  .Mile  .Meadow. 

1047?   Samuel  Hale  2  00  In  the  center. 

1047?  Samuel  Hale  4  90         In  (ireat  .Meadow. 

—  5     1050     'J'homas  Curtis  \.^  173  IJuildiiij,'  Lot. 

(iRANTfri  nv  Ctn-Rcir  Axn  Towv- 

■  lohn  Nott.   1070.  William  .Morris,  1070. 

John  Curtis,  uimmi  Common,  at  I'.ivcr  side.  Kzekiel   Hiiek,   1070,  W.  Side  loirky  Hill. 

1C70-1.  John  North,  1077. 

Kam.  Boardman,  1070  1.  Win.  Clark,  1077. 

John  Chester,  for  ad.litioii  to  his  .Mill  Lot.  1;..Im  rt    Floo,|.  Iii77,  at  Rocky  Hill. 

1071-2.  Iho-.  Wickh.im,   lti77. 

Joseph  Edwards,  20  acres  at   Tvocky  Hill.  -Id"  Whitcomb,  1070. 

S.  side  Enoch   Buck.    (p.    127).  Capt.    .Jidin    Chester,    1080,    3    score    acres 

Sam.   Boardman,   .Ir..    10  .\c.   next  Joseph       south  of  iiis  lot  in  West  Field. 

Edwards.  .loseph    Butler.   40  ac.   E.   of   lliver,   next 

John  Welles,  10  .\e.  next  S.  of  Boardman.      .Middletown  line. 

Thos.  Williams,  10  .\c.  Rocky  Hill.  Kbenezcr  Deminjr,  .50  .\e.  lOS.j,  exchanged 

Math.  Graves,  1072.  for  land  taken  for  iiinrhway. 

Joseph    Smith.   Rocky    Hill.   20   .\cres   ad-  -Mr.   Uoodbrid;:e,   200   .\cres.    10S.5. 

ditional,  1072.  Jonathan  Itiley,  Jr.,  Jotiathan  D'Muing, 

Andrew     Pinson     (Bynehon)     ;,'rantr'd  10?5. 

lauds,     1072.  .Mr.  David  i!\ittolph. 

John  Slead   (Slade?)    1070,  at  Rocky  Hill.  Las.  .lohn   Wyatt. 

This  '■atrreemenf  is  also  most  intere~tin;:r,  not  only  as  showin;r  tlie  relations 
existing  between  these  three  jiartus  in  the  settlement  of  Wetherstield :  but  im- 
portant as  proving  that  at  this  very  early  date,  when  there  was  probably  no  white 
settlers  upon  the  cn-it  side  of  the  Great  River  below  ."siiringficld.  these  Wethersfield 
settlers  were  alreaily  taking  measures  fo  provide  for  t)ie  distriljution  in  sexeralty, 
of  the  Town's  landed  premises  upon  that  side  of  the  river.  This  forms  the  subject  of 
a  very  exhaustive  and  valuable  paper  on  the  Original  Di.iiribiitiou.  of  ihr  Three 
ililc  Lots  on   the  Hast  side  of  the  Itirer,  which   will   be  found    in   .\ri'E.N"DIX   VL 


I'/iolos  1:1/  ./.  /;.  aiaiiflisU. 


"Tin;  CREAT   Mi;ArK)\v 

\vethi;ksmi;i.I),   cdx.v 


p?^^4:^.i^^  1 '  h^^v|-&:f  i:.  1.;^  v,^^      "^ 


>Ji>„'k.V.J'm^-.t;.v>'...-.U.^^^T-fc<jl 


Thiv  aiiovh  yii:\vs  Ki:rM;st!.\i 


One  of  ilu-  ••C.reat  Mi-a.!o«  s'-  iiKl.ise.l  witlii;.  t-.K-h  turn  of  tin-  CoiiiKv'k-.it  Kivr 
coursiiij;  llironKli  tilt-  basin  ..f  tin-  Connielicat  \alkv.  Itiin-  a  k-M-l  (li|.,.su  ,)7  <aiij' 
(It  IS  clanucl  lo  havi-  Ik-lmi  tli..-  bed  of  a  lai.e  at  sonic  prcvions  piriod  i  An.l  is  ov.r- 
tloNvcd  annually  by  the  Sprin;;-!!  .od.  to  ti.e  dipili  ..f  live  toeii:lil  tVet.  The  average 
rise  above  low-water,  beiiij;  about  I wenlv-t liree  feet. 
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the  torm  for  opcniiiLr  iiiiil  clo^iui;-  tluni  fin-  <lc|);isturiiiii-.  was  l.v  the  town, 
in  town  mcotiiiir,  ami  \>y  its  selectnifn.  The  General  Court,  in  Feb- 
niarv,  101;]-!,  hml  luc-scd  a  law  providini;  for  the  eare  of  cotniiion  lands 
hy  the  townsmen  (  scli'cTiuen)  of  the  sevei-al  towns;  and  ihis  seems  to 
have  heen  construed  to  iiiehiile  eomniun  /ii'lds  (wlu-n  llie  several  pro- 
l)rietors  have  tlicir  respcitive  trai-t  ^eparatelv  detiueil,  hy  metes  and 
hounds),  which  are  an  entirely  ditferenl  matter-.  It  was  not  till  lOST, 
wlien  Gov.  Andro?'  Coiineil  le-i-hited  on  the  suliji-ct.  that  conimon 
fields  were  rcatdated  hv  law.  It  was  then  provided  that  a  majority 
of  fhr  ovncrs  in  stieh  a  tiehl  slujuld  have  the  power  to  re^-uhue  the 
fencing  and  depasturini;;  them.  The  care  of  conimon  and  undivided 
lands  was  still  left  wiili  the  towns. 

Xotv,-ith>tandin<;-  the  ah-cnee  of  any  legal  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  town  to  rciiidaie  the  Great  Mradow,  it  continued  to  do  so,  probably 
to  the  satisfaction  of  parties  concerned,  for  many  year^\  The  first 
recorded  meetinii-  of  ••Proi)rietors  of  the  (Jreat  Meadow  and  Plain," 
was  October  Kllh.  IC'.t].  And  it  is  proliablc  that  ever  since  that  date, 
or  perhaps  a  little  earlier — the  town  has  ceased  to  pass  liy-laws  gov- 
crning  its  use  ami  improvement.  For  nearly  200  years  ]iast  the  '"pro- 
prietors" have  chosen  their  own  oificials,  an<!  regulated  the  opening 
and  ol---.g  of  the  !:ie:vl-;'.-:-,  ^-ibstantially  a-  at  "v?-^eiir.  Srme  of  the 
doings  of  the  proprietors  are  recorded  among  the  town  notes;  especially 
in  ^  ol.  11  thereof.  Apportionments  of  fences  arc  sometimes  recorded 
in  the  records  of  lands. 

The  Mcadoirs.  the  J'Jnins.  the  four  "FlcUU"  and  the  Island  referred 
to  as  constituting  the  land  tints  divided  among  the  Wethersfield  i)eo]de 
between  10:30  and  'OO—together  with  the  snuiller  meadows,  swamps, 
etc.,  similarly  divided,  may  be  thus  briclly  described. 

The  Great  Meadow.  This  name,  which  is  about  as  ancient  as  the 
town  itself,  embraced  all  that  tract  of  alluvial  soil,  north  of  what  is  now 
the  '-Causeway,"  and  east  of  the  "Great  and  Little  Plains"  and  the 
village,  as  far  north  as  the  great  bend  in  the  river  as  it  lays  to  the 
north  and  east  of  the  i)resent  "Piocks,"  east  of  what  is  now  "The  Cove." 
Its  original  area,  (if  over  3,r.0n  acres,  comprised  much  land  that  is 
now  in  iroceanum  :  and  a  few  acres  at  the  northermost  point  in  the 
bend,  were  north  of  the  divj.ling  l)ound  between  "Wethersfield  and 
Hartford  for  some  years,  or,  until  the  bend  had  ''worked  down  stream." 
The  river  has  so  far  changed  its  i)lace  with  reference  to  this  tract,  that 
the  Great  ^leadow  <if  today,  is  hardly  more  than  half  as  large  as  it  was 
at  the  first  settlement  of  the  town.  This,  with  the  "Plain"  lands,  is 
probably   the   chared   lands,   which    gave   to   this    vicinity    its    Indian 
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name — ryqunug.     The  last  of  tlie  lands  in  this  Great  ^leaJow  were 
taken  up  in  lOSl,  pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  town. 

At  the  cast  end  of  the  Causeway  there  was  a  "landing  jdace"  (but, 
probably,  no  j)i'rnian(nt  structure),  whieh  must  have  eonnected  with  the 
highway  across  Xathaniel  Foote's  lot,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The 
discovery,  from  the  Land  Ifecords  of  1040,  that  there  was  such  a  land- 
ing place,  wa.s — to  the  writer,  at  least — (juite  an  unexpected  one.  Ee- 
twecn  the  Causeway  on  the  south  and  the  river  on  the  north,  were  three 
other  roads  traversing  this  meadow  from  east  to  west.  The  road  next 
north  of  the  Causeway  was  that  on  whicli  the  jlrd  ferry  (Kichard 
Smith's)  was  afterwards  established,  from  the  upper  end  of  liroad 
Street;  but  little  of  this  road  now  remains  west  of  the  river.  Xext 
north  of  this  a  road  ran  east  ivu\\\  High  Street,  of  which  a  fragment 
remains  to  this  day,  and  on  that  are  the  present  town  wharves.  The 
next  road,  north,  was  at  the  extreme  north  end,  cutting  off  the  bend  of 
the  river  at  that  ]>oiut;  it  was,  long  ago,  washed  out  and  carried  away 
fore\er. 

Beaver  Meadow,  was  bounded  northerly  by  the  Great  ^leadow  and 
"Wet  Swamp,"  jiartly  by  each — the  Causeway  lying  between;  easterly, 
by  Coiin-^ctt'cvit  Iwiver;  westerly  by  "Fearful  Swamp;"  southerly  l>y 
'■'I\Iilo  jleauow.  The  "IJry  Swamp''  was  the  name  given  to  the  western 
part  of  this  meadow;  and  the  names  '"East  Field,"  "West  Field," 
"]\[iddle  Fiehl"  and  "Long  Row"  were  given  to  sub-divisions  of  Ury 
Swamp.  An  east  and  west  road  crossed  this  meadow — and  probably  (  '.) 
two  north  and  south  roads.  The  TJeaver  (Wadham's,  or  Tando's)  Brook 
traversed  it  also.  The  name  Leaver  Meadow  is  found  on  record  as 
early  as  1G40. 

Mile  Meadow  was  bounded  northerly  by  Leaver  ^leadow,  an  east 
and  west  road  sejiarating  the  two;  easterly  by  Conn.  Itiver,  which  curved 
to  the  southwest,  at  the  lower  eml  of  this  tract ;  southerly  by  the  Itiver; 
westerly  by  Goft'e's  Lrook,  sc])arating  it  fnnu  Locky  Hill.  At  its  lower 
end  it  came  to  a  pnint  near  where  the  luu-ky  Hill  landing  now  is.  The 
whole  of  this  meadow  and  part  of  Leaver  ^Meadow  are  in  the  present 
town  of  riocky  Hill.  ]\Iile  !Meadow  is  no  longer  known  as  such  and 
Beaver  ]\Ieado\v  has  come  to  mean  a  part  only  of  what  is  generally 
called  Bocky  Hill  ]\Ieadow,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  junction  of  Beaver 
and  Goffe's  brooks.'    Xear  the  fork  of  these  water-courses  was  the  tract 


1  .l/i7r  Mendoiv — the  old  name  for  present  Lower,  or  llocky  Hill  Meadow.  March 
25tti,  IGSO,  it  \v;is  oalled  by  this  iiaiiio,  -when  tlic  Town  chose  a  coinniittee  (Lieut. 
Jauies  Treat  and   Sergt.   John   Rol)l)ins)    "to   lay   out   that   division   of   land."   The 
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oallcil  ■■the   I)aius,"  so  calleil   fn'm  the  wnrks  constructed   there  hv  tlie 
beavers. 

77o'  (Inat  I'tdin  wa--  jiihI  is  (piite  irreLnilar  in  ^lla[)e.  It  was 
l»oun<le(l  nnrtliea>terly  hy  tlie  Little  Plain,  imrtliweslerly  l)_v  lirnail 
Street.  xiuthuc-tiTly  liy  a  .-wanqi  .-eparat  ini;-  it  fmni  llie  Sunth  Field, 
soutliea-terly  liv  "I-'eartul  Suanii);"  and  i'nii)raeed  mtieli  of  tlie  area, 
of  the  ■■ad\'entnrtTs'  land-"  of  the  verv  earliest  settlers. 

yiir  Jjifllc  I'Uiin  \va>  iiudiided  in  the  aii.ule  formed  hy  Ilroad 
Street,  nurthwe.-lerly,  and  the  ruad  M'liaratinir  il  froiu  the  Great  Plain, 
soutli\vestei-ly,  an<l  AVet  Swaniii  Imninlcd  it  on  the  east.  It  retains  its 
name  ami,  snh>tantially,  it^  original  i>hy.-ical  features  to  this  day. 

FinlJurcsl  ]\'c.sl  Field  (  cunrainin^-  une  tier  of  lots,  ranginji"  north 
and  south)  wa'-  Imnnded  norih  hy  Hartford  south  line;  east  by  Hartford 
Koad ;  .-(luth  by  "Knad  tn  the  Cnuntry""  (Jordan's  Lane);  west  by 
''lands  iKit  laid  out"  '  (the  ridi;c  where  the  Wyllys  Welles  house  is), 
and  ^evi'iiteen  hits  had  biiii  laid  cut  here  by  1(140.  In  ir.SO,  a  town's 
eonnnittee  re]iiirted  these  Ints  as  '.Ki  rods  long — proljably  they  would 
be  calleil  to-day  100  rods  in  length. 

Lifllc  n  c.v/  FirJ'l  M,n|,,-ac''J  -m:  v.vca  cf  ab.,nl,  1C3  acic-s,  di\ided 
into  '22  lots  (sometimes  called  '"the  Short  Lots")  ranging  X.  and  S.. 
and  reported  by  Town's  Committee  in  l()>t),  as  being  GO  rods  long.  It 
Avas  bounded  X.  by  the  "Iioad  to  the  Country''  (Jordan's  Lane)  ;  E.  by 
Hartford  IJoad  :  S.  by  the  ••(!reat  West  Field,"  and  W.  by  'dands  not 
laid  out." 

Great  West  Field,  the  hu'gest  of  the  four  '"fields,''  contained  one 
tier  (^f  lots,  rangiui;'  !•].  and  W.  each  bcdng  one  and  oiiedialf  miles  long;' 
bd.  X.  by  the  Little  West  Field;  Fast  by  the  Road  to  Hartford,  Xew 
St.  (now  Ixick  Lane),  the  lots  on  Hell  l^ane  and  *'tlie  Path  to  the 
^lill,"   partly  by  each;   S.   by  the  South    Field   and   Leonard   Chestcr'.s 


name  //r.s/  apiH'ars  in  .Manli.  1(147.  A  fourfold  division  of  iipLaiul  \va>  made  on  ao- 
count  of  it,  ill  1075.  The  same  name  was  used  in  170S,  when  a  liifrliway  was  laid 
out  throuu'li  its  leiijrtli.  The  laying  out  of  lands  in  it  was  completed  in  Decemher, 
1682. 

1  In  one  M-s.  Mr.  Ailains  says  "U'esterly.  by  tlie  "W  ilderness."  perhai^  a  mile  and  a 
half  west  of  Hartford  road." 

2  These  IVj  mile  lonjr  lots  were  ouc  rod  in  brrnilth  which  would  make  three  acres 
to  the  lot.  Tiiose  settlers,  who  had  lot-,  by  special  grant,  or  '"Town-vote,"  usually 
took  Iar<,'e  tracts — thus,  Mattluw  .Mitiludl  had  1."}.5  acres.  Those  who  took  under 
the  allotment  received  a  number  of  acres  equal  to  four  times  tiie  area  they  owned 
in  the  (Jrcat  .Meadow.  Heaver  Brook  (later  called  Tando's — see  tiotv,  p.  )  was 
the  principal  watercourse  in  this  tract. 
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!..iiHll-lot/  iiiid  ^^'.  l.y  "tlie  Wilderness."-  It  coiitaiucd  lOOO  acres,  ur 
i:  more,   (oxcliisive  «<f  the  ••Small  J.ots"  on  the  X.  sido  of  the  Jinail   to 

•  \''\Vo^  Swamp")  and  was  divided,  in  IG.'JS  [)r()bal)ly.  There  was,  also, 
.  a  tract  reserved  for  tlio  "C'luuvli  and  Town  J^and-;,"  wliieh  woidd  prob- 
;  ably  increase  its  total  area  to  some  JOOO  acres.  Its  extreme  Southern 
.    lot  was  that  of  Leonard  t'hesti-r,  where  the  gristmill  is. 

."  The  South  Field  cannot  be  so  definitely  bounded;  and  up  to  104  0, 
but  little  of  it  had  been  laid  out  in  severalty.  Its  bounds  were  X.  pa''tly 
by  the  Great  Plaiii,  partly  by  the  ('(Mitral,  or  the  Vilhiiie  plot;  K.  by 

J  Fearful  Swamp,  or  lower  (or  IJeaverj   ^leadow;  S.  by  the  Wilderness 

.  :of  .Rocky  Hill,   W.   by  the   Wilderness. 

-Tt  seems  a])propriate,  in  this  connection,  to  aive  some  account  of  the 

•  .various  jNfcadows,  Swamps  and  Plains  alluded  t(j  in  the  above  descri})- 
•.tions  of  tbe  Fields. 

-■  Dry  Swamp.  A  part  of  what  is  now  the  Great  ^Meadow  was  so 
f^. called  in  a  Town  vote,  of  Feb.  l(>50-00,  ordering  the  lands  tbei'ein  to 
.  be  laid  out  in  severalty. 

iThe  Wet  Su'utnp  lay  between  the  Great  Meadow  and  the  Little 
I'Plain.,  -pvA  alec  extended  as  far  north  as  ibe  Inirying  Ground.  In 
',  cx)nsequence  ot  drainage  and  a  gradiuil  filling  up  from  alluvial  deposits, 
:.most  of  it  has  lost  its  swampy  cliaracter,  and  it  is  now  no  longer  known 
:  by- its  ancient  name,  being  part  of  the  Upper  ^Icadow.  The  last  of 
".'the. lands  in  this  swamp  were  '•<livided  out"  in  1670. 

West'  Swamp.  The  swampy  tract  next  west  of  what  is  now  called 
^'West  (or  AVolcott)  hill,  was  for  many  years  called  the  West  Swamp. 
-In.  1G83,  when  the  long  highway  on  AVest  hill  was  ordered  laid  out, 
•-this  hill  was  called  the  "West  Swamp  hill." 

Feai'fid^ Swamp — in  more  recent  times  sometimes  erroneously  called 
" ''Fairfield  Swamp" — was  bounded  northerly  by  the  Wet  Swamp 
'the   Great  Plain   and   the   South    Field,   partly  by   each;    easterly  by 

Beaver  Meadow;  southerly,  by  the  western  and  swampy  part  of  ^lile 
-^leadow;  westerly,  by  the  South  Field.  Beaver  Brook  flowed  in  a  south- 
•erly  direction  through  it,  and  at  its  lower  end,  united  with  Goflfe's 
JBrook,    when    the   latter   continued    southerly   through    ^Milc    ^leadow, 

until  it  ein])tied  into  the  Conn.  Biver,  a  short  distance  above  the  pres- 
■ent  Bocky  Hill  landing.     Its  present  name  is  a  matter  of  record  as 


*  In  ore  Mss.  !Mr.  Adams  says  "soutlierly,  by  'Lands  Ungivon'  along  Mill  Brook." 
•'Or  what  would  now  bi-  called  llic  '•New  IJoad,"  on  the  Notfs  Hill  ridjre,  niniiinj; 
"from  the  ]ilace  lately  occvij)icd  by  Wyllys  \\'cllos,  deceased. 
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early  as  Jaimarv,  1i;m;-7,  as  aiipcars  \>y  a  Tuwii-votc,  aiiiKiintiiiii'  a 
Coinniittcr  to  lay  (nit  a  liii^liway  tlicn-iiL  In  ])ccc'mln'r,  171 1',  a  liiizli- 
way  was  ostahli.-licd  tliniupli  its  Iciiii'tli,  dctincd  as  '■niiiiiing  out  of  tlio 
lower  ciul  of  tho  IMain,  tliroiiirh  the  Wot  Swamp  "*  '*  "  to  the 
highway  leading  over  Tieaver  llrook.  ar  Koeky  Hill."  'J'liis  vote  refers  to 
a  similar  vote,  ])assi'd  in  ITO,'),  l)Ut  nur  executed.  This  hiiihway  still 
exists,  hut  is  impassahle  most  uf  the  time  and  its  existence  is  prohahly 
known  hut  to  few. 

I'here  were  special  names  aUnclird  lo  ccrltitn  lornhdrs  in  sumo  of  these 
larger  divisions.  ]\Iattiikw  ^Iitciili.l,  who  owned  large  tracts  in  the 
Great  ^feadow,  gave  to  one  of  these  the  name  of  "Send  Home,"  in  1G41, 
and  to  another.  •"Fill  liarn"' — jirnliahly  because,  in  the  first  tract  (of  S-^V 
acres)  he  could  cut  en<iugh  hay  to  i)e  scut  Iiotnc  instead  of  being  housed 
on  the  lot;  and  in  the  other  case,  a  tract  of  2'-)\  acres,  the  yield  of  hay 
taken  fmui  it  was  put  into  a  barn  upon  the  lot.  The  name  "River  Tier,'' 
in  ]\lile  (now  ]locky  Hill)  ^Teadow,  explains  itself;  as  docs  ''Fishing 
Eel"'  in  the  same  meadow;  but  the  (irigin  of  the  term  "Five  Xations," 
as  a])plied  to  a  fishing  place  on  tho  Great  Kiver,  at  the  extreme  lower  end 
of  the  meadow,  is  unkiiown  ami  unapparent.  The  aanio  nuiy  be  said  of 
other  ([iieei  names,  sucii  as  "iiucktuwn  ;"  "Gooseberry;"  ''Twenty-rod 
Highway;"  Straddle  Hill;"  "Hard  Scrabble;"  "sikunk's  Misery;" 
"Dingling  Pond;"  '"Chri-fian  Hill;"  "Slab's  Hollow,"  etc.,  the  origin 
of  which  is  now  quite  beyond  our  ken. 

IV.  Di'vfrihnli'jii  of  flic  TJircc-Milc  Lots  East  of  the  Great  Elver 
—  1G30. — Xext  in  this  progressive  general  distribution  of  the  Town's 
land,  was  that  of  in;;0,  by  which  the  inunense  tract  of  territory 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Great  Eiver,  bounded  north  by  Hartford  bounds; 
east  by  "the  Wilderness";  south  by  Sturgeon  (now  called  Roaring) 
Brook,  at  its  junction  with  the  River;  aiul  west  by  the  River  itself, 
which  afterwards  came  to  be  kno^^^l  as  XmiLitc  FarmSj  and  more  recent- 
ly Glastonbury.  This  tract  was  laid  out  in  lots  which  were  three  miles 
in  length,  running  from  the  River  east;  and  there  were  several  crossing 
places  to  these  farms,  many  years  before  any  of  them  were  actually 
settled.  In  liUO,  a  single  highway  traversed  the  tract  across  the  length 
of  Xathaniel  Footc's  lot  on  the  north  end  of  the  new  territory,  about 
670  rods  south  of  Hartford  bounds.  These  lots  were  apportioned 
among  tlie  "proprietors''  on  the  west  side  of  the  River;  but  in  this 
distribution  no  such  ratio  of  distribution  was  observed  as  there  had  been 
in  the  apportionment  of  the  Fields,  etc.,  on  the  west  side;  but  the  pro- 
cess seems  to  have  been  com})leted  at  one  operation.     For  certain  men 
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(lidw  uiMiiv,  is  licit  kiiDwn)  were  s('lcctc<l,  who  wore  called  "Sizcrs, 
(or,  as  wc  shoiil<l  .^av  "Assessors"),  who  were  to  (Ictoniiinc  tlu>  propor- 
tion of  land  which  each  proprietor  shonld  have,  not  only  hy  the  amount, 
of  nieailow  lie  posse>.~ed,  hut  with  reference  to  "the  -oodnos,  or  hadness" 
of  the  land,  etc.  We  have  this  on  the  statement  of  Ceor-'e  Iluhhanl, 
ono  of  the  "Sizers"  of  the  Hi:!'.*  distril.ut  ion,  as  he  testified  in  Court, 
in  inS4.  Who  wei-e  his  .•ollea;uues,  doih  not  ajiiiear.  It  is  obvious  tha.t 
the  i)rincipl(^  ado]>ted  in  this  lay-out  did  not  pernut  of  an  al>sulidc  ratio, 
or  proportion,  of  IToeeanuni  ami  Xauhuc  farndands,  to  the  meadow 
lands  on  wliieli  the  distribution  was  ])redietite(l ;  and  a  nnifonn  ratio  . 
was  not,  in  fact,  adojited.  Thirty-four  persons  shared  in  this  distribu- 
tion of  east-side  land,  usually  spoken  of  as  the  "Tltrcc-mile  loin." 
Appendix  W} 

As  these  lots  extended  (juite  to  the  then  east  line  of  the  township, 
tlierc  were  no  lands  left  to  be  granted  out  in  that  direction.  There  was, 
however,  a  surplus  of  "ungiveir'  land,  at   the  south  end  of  the  tract, 


MVe  find  among  Judge  Adams'  papers  the  follosvinjr  list  of  tliose  who  did  not 
sliare  in  3-»'i7r  lots.  It  also  indicates  their  possessjon.s  in  the  town  ^ycst  of  the  Ivivev 
-   II.   R.  T. 

Jolin  Oldham.  •li'lm  C'larliP. 

Jolin  Evans,  48  ae.  in  Gnat  West   Fi.ld.     .loliii   Nult,   11   ar.  in  Little  West    FieM. 

Leslie  Bradtield.  -'"Im   l.ivcrniore. 

Jonas    Weede,    24    ac.    in    FuvtliCNl  WC^t   riios    Weeks,  or  \Viel<s. 

W.    Field.  I'll".  \\icl<liani. 

Will  Goodrich.  John    Jessup,    4!)    ac.    in    Furtliest    Wot 

John  Goodrich.  Field. 
Kobert    Abbott,   3   ae.    34   ac.    in    Furthn-t    I'lKMiias    Curtis.   2(t':,    ac.    in    Little    West 

West  Field.  Field. 

Jlobert  Bates,  6  ac.  Josiali  Clunciiiil,   \iVi  ac.  in  Little  West 

John  Betts.  Field. 

Tho.    Standish,    liij    ac.    in    Little  West  Iticlianl   Crablie.  -iOLj   ac.    in   Little   West 

Field.  Field. 
John   P.rnndish,   3.5^4    ac.   in   Furtliest    W.  Ilicliard   Mills,   <,r   Milts.    1-2   ac.    in   Little 

Field.  W.  Field. 

Sam.  Ireland  (Wid.  of)   20 Vj  ac.  in  Little  Will.  Colefux. 

W.   F'ield.  ■I'lioiiias   Wliitwa.v,    lO'o    ac.    in    Little   W. 

Kdward   Mason    (Wid.   of)    l.">l-20  ac.    in       Field. 

West  Field.  -lohn   Stoddard. 

Itobcii   Seeley.  I'alnier. 
llieh.    Wescott,    lOVi    ac.    in    Little    West  .lasper    Haw  liii;,'s. 

Field.  John  .Miller. 

Jacob    Waterlioiise,    5    ae.    20a.    in  Little  \\  illiaiii   Gross. 

J-ittle  West  Field.  Anthony  Wright. 

JSamucl  Hale.  Thomas  Tinker. 

John  Hall.  John  Fletcher. 
Nicholas  Morecock. 
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the  Siiiuf  hiinl  of  'rarr;iitiiii:;L;;i>,  Sowlioim's  son  ;in(l  licir  (see  p.  47,  aiilc), 
IjpIow  Jidiiiiii^  llrniik;  ami  ihc^t'  lands  (  liciiiiinini;  alii>ut  llilS)  wore 
voted  away,  iVoni  time  !<>  lime;  nmst  <>i'  llicni  simn  alter  l<i7i' — ami 
lu'came  known  snh.^etjnently  as 

Naj/aiKj  Fdnits,  or  Xoyakc  —  now  Sonlli  (ila>tonliui'_v.  It  extended 
from  Koarin^'  Ili'ook  sontlierly  to  Middldown  lionnd.-,  an<l  was  Itoniidcd 
easterly  liy  the  Wilderness,  and  westerly  hy  the  Connect  lent  Kinit. 
Like  Xanhne,  its  sniiposcd  hreadlh  was  three  miles — l)C'inj>'  the  Ieni;lh  of 
its  lots,  measnred,  not  from  tlie  Kiver  (wliieh  at  tliis  point,  took  a  south- 
easterly course),  hut  from  a  line  drawn  north  and  south  through  the 
mouth  of  lloarini;-  l!ro(]k. 

These  four  distrihutioii-^,  ahove  deserihed,  iwdrlij  e\liatiste<l  the  ornj- 
inal  territory  of  \\'ei  he r.-^ field,  for  any  purposes  of  furtlu'r  di.strilnit  ion. 
It  was  all  now  in  the  actual  occupation  of  indi\idnal>.  who  were  em- 
ployed, aceoi'diuii'  to  their  several  means  and  ahilities,  in  improving  the 
hind  which  Inid  thus  come  into  their  possession. 

So  that,  from  MV-VA  to  KiTO — a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  there  were 
no  goicidl  dlslrlljidl(j)ts  id'  land  in  \Vellier>tield  ;  •ilil...iinh  special  grants, 
or  <rift<  to  '"''•'■■•I;;.;!.,  ,,i  ,»  fietpieiui_\  uuide  in  Proprietors'  ilcotiugs; 
sometimes,  also,  in  Town  .Meeting,  with  the  tacit  or  implied  consent 
of  the  pruprietoi-s.  The  Church,  also,  hy  \irtue  of  '"the  Agreement'' 
before  i-eferred  to  (whatever  was  its  nature),  made  frequent  donations 
of  the  same  kind;  hut,  whether  made  in  the  name  of  the  Town,  the 
Church,  or  the  Proprietors,  these  gifts  were  always  hestowcd  in  public 
meetings,  where  these  several  organizations  usiuilly  eo-operated  and 
voted,  as  if  they  were  one  and  the  same  body;  as,  indeed,  tliey  were, 
for  most  practical  piirjtoses.  No  great  effort  was  nuulc  to  keep  the  ma- 
chinery of  each  distinct  from  that  of  the  others,  and  they  were  generally 
conveiU'd  at  the  same  time  and  plact — the  latter  ln-ing  the  ]\[eeting- 
Hoiise.  In  tliis  way,  most  of  the  lands  in  the  Fearful  and  West  Swamps, 
Peaver  and  Mile  .Meadows,  the  South  Field,  and  at  Xayaug  and  liocky 
Hill,  were  granted  in  severalty. 

^Meanwhile,  the  General  Court  occasionally  assumed  and  exercised 
the  right  of  granting  U)  individuals  lamls  which  l)elonged  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  a  town>hi)i.  In  I'lHs,  it  granted  .'jOO  acres  of  such  land,  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  Wethersfield  to  Sergt.  Iiichard  IJcckley,  hut  the 
Town   ratified   the  grant;  thus  showing  that  it  still  held,  or  claimed 
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the  right  of  (lisjiositioii  of  the  yniiie.  15ocl<ley  h;ul  already  purrhaseJ 
thus  hohliiii;'  it  Ijv  the  tri])le  title  vi  piii'cliase,  State  and  Town  sanc- 
tion. AVliai  interest  the  Indian  luul  to  sell,  if  any,  does  not  appear; 
but  it  is  prohalilc  that  the  original  stipulation  that  Sowlieag's  men 
might  "sit  ilnwu""  in  ^\'(■thl•^.-'ti(•ld.  operated  in  Jtindchy's  mind  as  a 
possible  ineunibranee  on  his  title  whicli  he  wished  to  giuird  against. 
A  considerable  ])art  of  this  ;!(>()  acre  tract,  thrnngh  which  the  ^lalta- 
besett  flows,  is  still  owned  by   lleckley's  descendants. 

V.  "M ilc-in-Jlic(iillli ."  or  "W'csl  Dirision"  Distribulinn.  In 
February,  ir.TO,  however,  (See  U'.  7'.  I'.  /.  pp.  IK),  112,  li:5).  another 
general  dislrihiil ion  was  niaiK'  of  a  tract,  a  mile  in  breadth  (ami  so 
generally  sjMiken  of)  lying  next  lo  l'\inaingtiin  township,  and  eNtnuling 
from  Ilartfurd  on  the  north  to  lleckley's  grant,  near  the  ^Nfattabesett, 
on  the  south.  Jn  tliis  lay-out.  only  "householders."  living  ircst  of  the 
River,  could  share — -a  decided  departure  from  the  former  rule  of  appor- 
tionment. Each  sharer  was  to  draw,  in  the  words  of  the  vote,  "one  man 
as  nnu'h  as  aimther"  ;  and.  in  fact,  lots  were  drawn  by  a  committee 
chosen  for  the  purpose^,  in  such  manner  tlnit  each  householder  received 
a  lot  whose  numiier  corresponded  with  another  number  drn\v\i  from  a 
box.  Lot  Xo.  1  was  next  to  Hartford  line,  and  tlie  other  numbers  fol- 
lowed in  regular  succession  until  tlie  southern  limit  was  reached.  There 
were  7G  of  these  housebiddcrs  who  drew  each  a  lot  of  o-2  acres  and  a  mile 
in  length;  and  to  this  nundier,  one  more,  .lames  Wright  was  added  in 
1713,  as  he,  being  a  sole  occupant  of  "The  Island,"  was  deemed  to 
be  a  ''West-side  iidiabitant,"  for  the  purpose  of  this  division.  This 
fixes  77  in  all,  as  the  householding  ])o])idation  west  of  the  Kiver  at  that 
time,  exclusive  of  Sergt.  IJeckley,  who  had  been  already  provided  for. 
This  ''Mile-in-llreadth"  division  will  be  fotuid,  treated  in  detail,  in 
Chapter  XVI 1 1. 

It  will  be  f(.iund  that  this  tier  of  lots,  with  the  S-rod  roadway  added, 
will  nud^e  a  tract  of  six  and  f/nc-/iflli  miles  in  length,  nortli  and  south. 
There  still  remained  an  overplus  at  the  .south  end,  which  was  not  granted 
out  by  the  Town  until  some  years  later.  The  evidence,  tberefcu'e,  seems 
to  be  conclir-^ive,  that  the  length  of  the  ti>wnslii]i,  at  the  west  end,  was 
considerably  more  than  the  six  miles  it  has  been  commonly  called,  and 
which  was  the  amount  originally  stated  by  (ieneral  Court.  (See,  anle, 
p.  50).  This  division  of  lands,  conunonly  called  the  "\\\',-t  Divi-ion" — 
was  gettled,  though  not  inuuediately,  by  men  from  Wetherstield,  or  their 
sons,  and  was  known  as  the  "\Ve>t  Inarms" — and  later  it  became  the 
West   Society,  or  pari.-^h,  of  Wetherslield  ;  an<l,   after  171S,  the  parish 


MILKIN-RUEAinil     DlVISluN. 


lO' 


(now  tlie  Town)  of  Xciriiigloii.     ]n  regard  to  llio  legality  of  this  dis- 
triliutinii  SCO  ciinclusiiiii  ui  Apprnrlix  VIII, 

In  10T-,  llio  f(l]l(l\vin^  iiersons,  dwolliiig  on  tlio  cfisi  side  of  the 
liivor,  made  chiini  ti>  hoing  entitled,  oacli,  m  a  i'l'-acrc  lot  in  tin-  "West 
Division,''  just  dcscrihcd ;  and  woro  granted  SO  acres  each  in  lieu 
thereof  on  the  oast  side  o\'  the  Rixer  at  Xayani;:  ^\r.  Kichard  Treat, 
!Mr.  Jolin  lldllister,  lliehai-d  Siiiiih,  Tlimnas  Mdwards,  John  Wadhams, 
Samuel  JIalc,  dr.,  ('aleh  iJenjaiiiiu  an<l  'Jdionias  l,<i\-cland.  In  the  same 
year  Samuel  ]>oardnian  and  Thomas  Edwards  (as  we  have  already  seen, 
anic,  p.  4S),  Avcre  granted  200  aci'es  each,  lying  in  what  became,  in 
ICuo,  the  "Five-]\lil(>  ICxtensioii,"  now  kno\vn  as  l^asthury.  Mr.  .Tosiah 
Willavd,    (as  .shown,  aiilr,  j).  ),  was  granted   50  acres.      As  these 

parcels  all  laid  outside  of  tlie  ii'nti  limits  of  Wethersfield,  the  titles  were 
taken  directly  from  the  Indian  Chief  Tari-anniggas,  i-l  alios. 

Between  the  years  KtT-*  and  IC/.K"),  nniny  jiarccds  were  granted  in 
Town  Meetings,  mostly  to  individnals,  and  often  for  some  special 
purjKise.  In  this  way,  lots  were  granteil  \>y  the  waterside,  hoth  at 
Wethersfield  and  at  Eocky  Hill,  for  warehouses,  landings,  ship-building 
yards,  efc.^lv.c  .iccc;int  of  \\hich  will  a])pear  elsewhere.  In  the  ''West 
Farms,"  (^Aewmgton ),  hhuanuel  I  Suck,  Sanund  Ijoardnuin,  John  and 
Joseph  Tiiley,  were  granted  each  20  acres  for  sawmill  p\ir))iises,  in  Pipe 
Stave  Swani]!,  Oct.,  1077.  Already,  as  eai'ly  as  KWil,  Gov.  Winthrop 
had  been  granti  d  land  at  "Divident"  (  hehnv  Rocky  Hill),  '■sufiicient 
to  buihl  mills  and  tlams  tlieretm."'  Ihit.  he  having  failed  to  do  so  within 
a  reasonable  time,  the  same  lands  were  granted  by  the  Town,  in  10G7, 
to  Kev.  Cershom  IJulkely  and  his  colleague,  Kcv.  ~Mr.  Stone,  the  amoimt 
being  then  stated  to  be  "elcvenscove  acres."  To  this,  in  ICHS,  was 
added  si.xscoro  ac-res.  and  lOO  aei'cs  i'nr  ^Mr.  Stone.  These  lauds  of  ^Ir. 
Bulkely's  were  occu])ie(l  by  him  and  a  gristmill  erected  thereon,  in 
lG7u-6;  and,  three  years  later,  he  rect^'ved  I.'jO  acres  more — making 
490  in  all. 

In  1G72,  the  lands  on  the  ca.sl  side  of  ITocky  Hill  were,  by  ToAni 
vote,  divided  equally  among  proprietors  of  land  there,  in  proportion 
to  the  length  of  their  lines  of  fenee  tjelireen  Pit  Hip  Goffe's  and  Joseph 
Smil]i's—i\  V(.)te,  the  meaning  of  which  is  not  easily  understood.  The 
lay-out  of  the  ''residue"  of  lands  in  the  West  Swamp  was  completed  this 
year — the  donees  being  Sanuiel  Hurler,  Xathd  Grav(>s,  Alex.  Keeney, 
Jonathan   Smitl'i   and   .lohu   Didden. 

There  had  already  begun,  by  this  time  (1070-2),  to  be,  on  the  part 
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of  the  three  Iliver  Towns,  a  tleiiunul  for  new  tcrriliu'v.'  F<>r,  on  the 
15th  of  Oetolitr,  H'>7i.\  the  General  Cnurt  cnactctl :  "Tliat  the  Ixnnuk 
of  the  Town  of  Wether.-riekl  shall  extend  to  Uir  rasluard  of  their  pn-.-icnt 
bounds  five  miles,  f(jr  the  eneonraiivnient  of  the  juople  {o  ])lant  tlu-re." 
Prior  to  this  time,  it  will  he  romciiilicrcil,  the  eastern  Ij. lUUiU  •<{  the 
Town  won-  1)111    three  miles  i-a.-t   of  thr  Jiiver. 

VI.  'J'lic  Fire  -!///(■  E.rlcit-<i(jn."  or  the  "Uridt  Iiidinn  Purihnsc" 
of  1<J7-"J.  It  is  nee<lless  to  say  that  the  inhahitants  (.f  V\'erhers- 
field  were  jileased  with  this  order,  or  peruiis:^ion  of  the  Court,  and 
prompt  to  avail  themselves  of  it  ;  hnt  like  honest   men.   they  felt   that 

something  further  \\a~  rciiiiired.  to  extinguish  tln'  Indian  tiiji'.     Ai rd- 

ingly,  at  a  Towni  Mectinii-  held  on  tlu'  lOtli  of  Ovtclicr,  f-T:!.  Wc'li.-rs- 
tield  formally  voted  that  the  tract  in  <iuc~tiou  'vhall  In-  iiurchascd  ..:  the 
Indians  for  use  of  the  iuhahitniila  of  said  town,  f^r  tluiii,  thoir  heires 
and  suckessors  forever."  Lieut,  dohu  (hoter,  Mr.  Samiud  lalctt, 
Sergt.  John  Xott,  Sergf.  Ihmli  \\'elleN  and  dames  Treat  (a  most  lu'talde 
and  representative  hedy  of  Wetherstitdd  citizen.^)  were  apjiointed  a  Oi'ni- 
mittee  to  effect  the  purclia.-e,  ■"in  helialfe  of  the  lowne  ami  f^r  the  u-o 
of  the  iuhalntants."'  Maj.  Jnhu  Talcnlt,  of  llarlfnrd,  hy  -j.ecial  vete 
of  the  iM.,..,  ree(i\i-d  ■■>ha;.k.^  f.u  hi.,  i.>iv  and  ,;^i:;:5  in  arid  about 
the  premises''  (prohaMy  snnie  lUHdimiuary  negotiations,  either  with 
the  Court,  or  with  the  Imlian  owners),  and  was  re(juested  In  continue 
his  good  oihces  until  the  consummation  of  the  ))iirchase. 

The  deed  of  purchase  is.  rather  strangely,  dated  10th  Ocidlier.  li'T:";. 
the  same  day  in  which  the  vnte  of  the  Town  to  purchase,  was  ]ia.--ed — 
from  which  we  may  fairly  infer  that  the  prtdiminaries  hail  all  hoen 
settled  and  the  papers  pre]iari-d.  <,j  that  the  vote  and  the  execution  of  the 
deed  should  be  coincident.  It  conveys  the  tract  in  (juestion  "•to  the 
inhabitants'-  of  Wethersfiehl.  ami  its  fonn,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  form  of  the  Town's  vote,  wunld  indicate  that  the  title  passed  t-i  the 
Town  of  Wetherstield.  as  a  Ijodij  poJitir.  In  the  following  Janmu-y  (  the 
day  of  the  month  is  torn  itT)  the  Town  voteil  that  the  purchase  price 
should  be  paid  "by  a  rate  made  in  pertickuler,"  so  that  "every  man's 
paiment  to  this  purcha.-  miaht  be  knowne,  for  an  equall  devi.-i.in  of  this 
land,  according  to  thear  paiments."  This  was  going  back  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  "^lile-in-lireadth,"  next  to  Farmington,  was  allotted, 
in  1C70.     The  etfect  was,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  to  make  this  tract, 

1  Since  Hartford,  rfceivcd  a  .<iiniilar  perniisision  from  the  Gfneral  Court,  on  the 
same  day  as  Wetliorsfiold.  it  is  probable  that  tliere  liad  been  a ';,'encr.il  iiiovement 
on  tlie  part  of  the  Kiver  Towns,  towards  a  further  easterly  extension  of  their  re- 
spective bounds. 
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wliilst  j,art  of  rl,..  TuuH.hi,.  <,f  WHlH.r.>li..l.|-v,.,  ,1...  nn.livi.1,.,1  hu.-l 
of  those  persons  onlv  wh-.e  >,Kvi.l  ,ax  pai.i  for  i,  ;  au.l  tho  interest  of 
eaeh  pnrt  owner  u.s  in  ,.r„,.or.ion  to  ,!„■  an.onnt  of  l,is  t.ix  .\[r 
•Tosn.h  A\,ll.,-,|  .,.,1  Mr.  S^mmuoI  Dutl.r  were  the  r.ton.ak.rs  nn.l  ...h 
Jeetors  ol  t]iis  tax. 

^^   The  •Vonsi.h.ra.ion"  pai,!  ,0  ,he   lM,lians.   was  hv  ,hon.  oxpresso.l  as 
'-'  '"'""'!'  ■^""'  '"  "-^   '■"  •'^'■"1  P^'i'l"';  =-ni   tl,e  torritorv  eonvoved  en.- 
hra.v,|  "Uurlv  hnyr  nuh.  .,„an.;'  ,hat  is  ro  .ay,  -fmn/the  easi  en.l  of 
^\elllersheh!,   ./,/  /.,,,,/.,   t„   nni    livo   lar^.   nuh.   into   ,he  eonntrv    F 
and  s.x  lar^e  nuK.  in  hn-adth;  rhe  said  traet  ..f  land  is  seitna,   K-ein^; 
and    l,e,n.  on    ,he    K    side   of   Conri.-or    iJivor,    h„nnde,l    with   the   said 
^   <•].     hnnis    west    and    rhe   J)eserr    K  ;    the   side   a^ain.t   some   part   of 
^LddWown  honnds  S.  and  htn.l.  n..,  yet  .rant.-l,  and  Hartford  honnds 
;:•       J'"'   '''••"'    '^   ^'^"-'    h-   TarranM,,:,as;    Maso.-np;    WVsnn.pshv.. ; 
One    lenny    0^ 'unpon..     0;    Xesahee^ ;    S<.oekn,t    a.nl    Pewanmsi^in 
Jt  was  witnesse.l  hy  John  Taleott,   Daniel  Clarlas   Richard  Elv;  Sarah 
Sasakenans,    Ilantnd,   On.    P.-nny    (  \Vnn.p..ne    M:    Sarah   Wo^,    ]Vnv 
Joseph   and    Wa>anu.n-nn.      The   dv.d    i.    r.rordrd    in    IIV/A     J>rr     llV 
pp.    (51     .;,>,   and    is   primed    in    tnll    in    ]),-.    Chapin's   ( ;/uston/>ur,/   Crn- 

amono  llu-  ..aniees  nanieu  in  ri.e  I  njonnii  (  harter  oi  ^  i.arles  I  1  of  ]  iirr> 
]t  will  he  seen  that,  witlt  th.  exroption  -d'  Tarranma.as  and  Wesnn.p- 
sliye,  the  na>n..s  nf  ,he  s.-ven  Indian  signers  .,f  this  .M  an-  dilT.rent 
Irotn  those  ot  ,he  six  signers  of  the  Contirnuitorv  ,U.\  ,.f  J)...,,Hl„.r 
K'-l,  hefore  nu.nfione.l  (..ee  Appculir  IV);  l,„r  it  is  reeited  that  the 
present  j;rant.,rs  "have  f,dl  power,  go„d  right  and  lawfnl  anthority" 
to  soil,  oto.  -^ 

The  traet  eonvey.d  hy  this  drod  eorresponded  with  what  is  now  East- 
bury  Society,   in   Glastonhnry ;   together  with   that   portion  of  Glaston- 
bury which   was  set  off  to  .Marlhorongh   in   1S0:5   an.l   181:]       p,v  this 
extenszon  (whu-h  c-ontinnod  for  about  20  years),  Wetherstield  l^ean.o 
possessed  of  the  largest   territory  she  ever  enj.n-<.d.      Were   her  litnits 
the  same  today,  she  wo,dd  etnhrac-e  an  area  of  ^4  s.p.are  n.iles,  extend- 
mg  U  mdes  east  and  west,  and  six  north  a.nl  sonth;  and  she  wonld  be 
hounded   ^.   hy  West   Hartford,   Hartford   and   East   Hartford-   E    hv 
Bo  (on,  Uehron  and  Marlhorongh  ;  S.  hy  Marlhoron.h,  Chatham;  CVotn- 
wcll   and   Eerliu;    W.    hy    Herlin    and    Xew    liritain ;    Farmington    no 
onger  touching  Wetherstield,  except  at  a  point  in  the  X.  W.  conK-r  of  the 
iatter      ^^nh  one  exception,   tln.t  of  1770,   all  subsequent  chanoes  in 
b<.undanes    have    resulted    in   a   diminution    of   her    territory,     ■xhese 
clianges  will  be  noted  elscwlicre. 
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Tlic  ]iurcha.sc'  liavini:;  liccu  duly  cnVcicd,  some  partii/s,  witliDUt  wait- 
ing for  a  formal  division  of  this  tract  of  .''(I  square  miles,  quit-claimed 
their  shares,  or  interests,  therein,  to  others.  !Mr.  John  151aekleaeh, 
Sen.,  for  instance,  liought,  in  1074,  the  riiihts  of  Henry  Buck,  Josiah 
Churcliil],  Jcihn  Curtis,  Joseph  Hill  and  Joseph  llurlburt;  and  the 
estiniiited  values  of  these  rights,  respectively,  were  hased  upon  the 
special  tax  laid  tn  raise  the  money  to  pay  f<u'  the  tract.  This  '"list" 
or  ''rate,"  dated  .lanuary  l.">th,  lG7;>-4,  contains  the  names  of  111 
''inhabitaiits  of  the  Town  of  Wethersflcld,"  against  whom  the  tax  is 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  half-a-peuny  to  the  pound,  of  taxable  estate. 
And  the  amount  of  the  entire  list  is  £-2o,  Is,  7(1,  '2 far.  (if  the  writer 
list,  whose  taxes,  respectively,  are  lost  from  the  torn  and  ragged  edges 
of  the  original  record.  As  the  average  amount  of  tax  against  each 
of  these  114  individuals,  was  souiewhat  over  four  shillings  apiece, 
it  is  extremely  probable  that  the  consideration  paid  for  the  Five-^Iile 
Extension,  was  £i*4 ;  but  tlie  deed  itself  does  not  give  any  clue  to 
the  amount;  nor  have  we  ever  heard  it  before  suggested. 

The  List  itself,  will  he  found,  given  at  length,  (from  WclJi.  Her. 
Vol.  Ill,  p.  63),  in  Appciuli.r  VI  I. 

Xevertheless.  Aviien  the  laud  cauie  to  lie  ])iiiil  I'm-  tho  required  snui  was 
raised  by  a  tax  laid  u[)<in  the  "proprietors"  (landowners)  of  Wethers- 
field;  and  the  heirs  of  these  "proprietors"  afterward,  as  it  seems,  made 
claim  to  share  in  the  tract  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  special 
tax  paid  by  their  respective  ancestors.  Indeed,  ihe  TVnni,  Dec.  'Jth, 
1701,  by  vote,  fniMually  renounced  its  title  to  this  inunense  tract  of 
thirty  square  luiles,  and  deidan^l  that  the  title  thereto  was  in  those 
"certain  proprietors"  of  Wethersfield  who  had  purchased  the  same,  "ac- 
cording to  the  payment  which  they  made  in  said  purchase."  It  is 
stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  these  jtroprietors  had  agreed  to  this 
arrangement,  am<uig  themselves,  in  a  meeting  held  S  January — previous 
to  the  purchase,  is  probably  meant.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Ger- 
shom  Biilkeley,  C'a])t.  Thomas  "Welles,  Capt.  Tiobert  Welles  and  ]\[r. 
Xathaniel  Foote  was  appiointed  to  recover  this  land  from  unaulhorized 
occupants,  by  law,  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietors. 

The  General  Court,  in  ^lay,  170:"!,  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  pro- 
prietors, as  distinguished  fi'om  the  iidiabitants  or  citizens  generally. 
It  declared,  in  construing  the  etfect  of  the  patent  granted  to  Wethers- 
field ami  other  towns  in  1GS5,  that  the  lands  belonging  to  said  town- 
ships, with  the  rights,  jirivileges  and  immunities,  ''contained  in  the 
above  mentioiu''d  patents,"  shoidd  be  and  remain  "a  full  and  clear  estate 
of  iidieritance,  in  fee  sim[)le,  to  the  several  prupncturs  of  the  respective 
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towns"  and  tlioir  lioirs  aiul  nssions  foiwer.  Tliis.  it  will  ho  noted,  was 
before  tlie  township  Lad  Ixen  divided  lu-  the  fornutti-m  of  Gla>t,.uhuvv 
out  of  Wether- thdd.     (Col.  Hcc.  \cA.  l\\  p.  j:32). 

Xeverthele^-,  the  i)eoi)](^  on  the  east  side  of  the  I^iver  he-an  soon 
thereafter  to  treat  tlie  hinds  embraced  iu  the  Five-:\Ii]e  puiThase  as 
beloiiiriiin:  to  the  Town  of  Glastonbury;  and  that  town  voted,  I'Gth  Jany., 
ni:;-  K  to  apportion  th.,se  lands  in  severalty.  This  led  to  a  vote  bv  the 
'•proprietors."  hold  in  Wethersficld.  2n.l  ^.h^vAi,  1713-4,  to  choose  Capt. 
Robert  Welles  and  Cai.r.  Joshua  Kobl>ins  as  their  agents  and  attorneys 
to  take  >ueh  h-al  stops  as  were  necessary  to  "defend  tlu-ir  rights""  in 
said  lands. 

In  the  nuantinip  Gla>toid.nry,  in  10'.);],  became  a  separate  township. 
and  very  soon  thereafter  its  people  began  to  chiini  the  "Indian  Pur- 
chase," as  this  tract  of  thirty  sqmn-e  miles  was  now  called.  As  early  as 
lO'J,,  that  town,  in  town  meeting,  granted  to  some  six  or  seven  of  its 
iidiabitants,  tracts  of  forty  acres  each,  in  the  vicinity  of  Xij.sic  pond; 
thus  assuming  to  own  the  land  in  question.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
"proprietors."'  as  tho-r  who  ha.l  been  taxed  to  ])ay  for  the  land  originallv 
were  called— ^dainicd  it  f,,,-  themsdv,-s  au-l  their  heirs.  On  the  2Stii 
of  April,  1701,  they  met,  at  Welhersfield,  and  vor.d  :  "That  the  Thirlv 
Square  JliJes  W  Ltid  out  into  I'ivc  teer,  each  a  mile  long,  leaving  al>oiit 
10  rods  between  each  teer;  the  lots  to  run  in  length  .'a^t  and  west,  leav- 
ing convenient  highways,  to  run  the  whole  :>  miles  through  the  whole 
5  teer."  Lots  were  to  be  drawn  for  positions;  number  one  to  begin  next 
Hartford  bounds,  and  the  series  to  run  in  regular  succession"^  to  the 
southern  end  of  the  tier,  where  the  next  number  was  to  becin  at  tlio 
northern  en.l  of  the  next  tier  east:  and  so  on  through  the  oUier  tiers; 
omitting  the  sections  belonging  to  Sam.  IJoardnntn,  John  Edwards  and 
Josiah  Willard.  purchased  by  them  from  the  Indians.  Isaac  Board- 
man  '\lrew"  the  lots,  and  Lieut.  Stephen  Hollister,  Ens.  Jonathan 
Boardmaii.  Lieut.  Jonathan  P.igelow.  Sergt.  Caleb  Stanlev.  survovor, 
Samuel  Smith,  .bd:n  Leiden,  .A[ichael  Griswold  and  William  Trvon. 
were  apj.ointed  to  lay  out  the  lots,  as  drawn. 

How  the  lots  foil,  nnder  this  drawin-  a,.Mea:..  in  a  transcript  from 
the  record  (made  at  the  time,  but  wi  recorded  until  17l4j.  which  will 
be  found  in  Appnvli    VjL 

On  the  i:.'iKl  .U.  of  .May.  1701.  as  appears  from  a  memorandum  on 
the  margin  of  the  record,  "nine  Lotts"'  were  laid  out.  "according-  to  the 
draught.""    S,,  far  as  ai-pears,  no  more  were  ever  laid  out. 

On  Dec.  20th.  1701.  the  Town  of  Wethersiield.  bv  vr,re.  declared  that 
the  succession   to  the   lands   in   the   Fi;e-,Arile   Exten-ion    was    in    the 
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J'ropriclors,  in  j)rci|inrt  inn  as  llicy  liiul,  liv  taNalioii,  ]iai<l  for  ii,  rt'spt'C- 
tivcly,  ami  imt   in   tlic  tdWii  in  uciuTal. 

The  pri)])rictnrs  nnw,  for  a  time,  >lnnilicrcil  on  llirir  rii^hts.  The  next 
move  seems  to  liave  liccn  made  in  (ila>tonl)urv,  when,  Dec.  2."jth,  1707, 
that  town  voted  to  allot  the  "iimliviilcd  lands."  among  its  "inhahitants"  ; 
tlie  allotment  to  he  ha.-ed  <in  the  tax  lists  ot'  that  year.  Another  r(\st 
\va.s  taken  until  Apfil  Jnd,  1711,  when  the  pfoprietoi's  reeoi-ded  the 
doings  ot'  the  committee  in  17ni.  and  chose  ('apt.  Samuel  Welles,  of 
Glastonhni-y,  Xathaniid  'i'alcott,  Lieut.  K])hi'aim  (ioodrich,  F-Mward 
Ijiilkcl(>y,  and  ('a]>t.  I)a\id  (ioodrich,  of  Wetlief.-tield,  to  tak<'  the  places 
of  llollister,  lloardman,  Ili^clow,  lleldeii  and  Tryon,  the  deceased  mem- 
bers of  the  old  conmiittee;  and  the  new  committee  wa.-^  dii-ecteil  to  com- 
plete the  hiving  out  of  the  tract.  Ilnlkeley  was  chosen  their  (derk.  and 
John  Xott  th(>ir  collector.  On  .\ii^.  r>th,  Ilnlkeley  wa>  chosen  to  ai't 
in  place  of  ('a])t.  Kohert  Welles,  deceased,  with  ('a))t.  Jovlaia  liohhins, 
in  prosecuting  suits  at  law  in  hehalf  of  the  })roprietors. 

On  the  2Tth  of  .lamiary,  171  M."),  (llastonhurv,  in  town  meeting, 
voted  that  the  land  should  he  di\ided  amonii'  siirli  <>{  the  inhabitants, 
and  their  heirs,  as  were  iidialdtanls  of  (ilastonhiiry  irlioi  the  iDrrtiinj 
house  iras  /mill  [l()!l.")|;  that  heing  the  date,  so  the  ^oic  says — "when 
this  town  fi'--t^  heeame  a  1i.hI\  politit-."  Each  inhabitant  was  to  ho 
given  100  acres,  exclusive  (d"  those  who  ha<l  already  been  provided  for. 
In  addition  to  this,  (iO  acres  each  were  to  be  gi\en  to  some  20  persons, 
extra,  for  servic(\s  rendered  the  town  ;'  and  two  of  whom  (  Tal<-otts)  were 
to  have  30  acres  each,  extra.  Tliis  would  not  take  the  whole  tract  ;  and  it 
was  voted  that  n,()0()  acres  more  sho\d(l  be  alloted  among  the  present 
inhabitants,  proportioned  to  their  taxes  on   the  list  of  l7i;>. 

There  were  nuiuy  persons  who  would  have  taken  under  either  lay-(^ut ; 
but  it  is  evi<lent  that  the  lay-out  ]iroposed  by  the  ]u'oprietors  was  the 
most  favorable  one  for  the  heirs  of  the  original  ])urchaser-. 

Glastonbury,  under  the  foregoing  vote,  proceeded  to  lay  out  lands 
in  severalty,  mostly  in  the  Indian  J'urehase,  but  some  below  Nayaug — 
to  some  eighty  of  its  inhabitants.  This  moved  the  j>roprietors  (some 
of  whom  lived  in  Glastoidxiry ),  to  mi'et  at  Wetherslield,  Oct.  20th,  1720, 
and  choose  Lieut,  lienjamin  Talcott  and  Air.  Thouuis  Welles,  both  of 
Glastoidmry,  and  William  Ihirnham,  (d'  Wetherslield,  to  lay  out  the 
Indian  Pun-hase,  according  to  the  "draught"'  ( /.  e.  the  drawing  of  lots), 


'Tlicso  persons  wori'  Mr.  .Tcilni  Ildlli^tcr.  Illcaziir  Iviiiiln  rly,  l.t.  Siirimc!  Italic,  Mv. 
Thos.  Tmit,  Williatii'llouso.  .7os,.|.li  Hill  uii.l  .)o>.i,li  I'.i.lw.ll.  all  dccM;  al-o  to  Mr. 
Saimicl  Smitli.  dipt.  Snnmol  Wollos.  Mr.  Joliii  lI'iMianl,  \\'ni.  W'ickliaiii.  Mr.  ICphraim 
Gooiirii'li,  Bcn)aiiiin  and  Xathaniol  Talcott. 
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of  ITOI.  T\\v\  wcrt'  iHillu'i'izcd  to  l;iy  out  uccrssary  liii:li\v;iys,  ami  a  tux 
of  throe  fartliiiiiis  \)ov  acre  was  levied,  to  ilcfiay  cxpeiists.  The  nronls 
do  not  (liscloso  what  was  ddiic  liv  tliis  cnininittrc ;  hut  in  view  of  tlio 
difficulty  (arisiiij;  frnm  the  fad  of  tlic  lap-c  nf  -17  years  since  the  imr- 
chasc),  of  ascertainiiii;  ami  rei-onlinii  the  names  of  heirs;  the  nniny 
transfers  of  land  which  had  heen  made  in  the  interval;  and  the 
furtluT  fact  that  it  was  immaterial  to  Mime  \nidcr  which  allntnient 
they  should  take — we  may  a»nme  that  the  Glaston!)ury  distribution 
prevailed,  exceptinii'  in  cases  where  ciainu'omises  were  effected  by  the 
connnittee  re|irc;-ciitini;'  the  cniillictiiiii'  intcvc-ts.  Certainly,  soiiir  of  the 
Wetherstichl  proprictoi's  were  alloted  lands  by  Glastonbury,  as  appears 
from  her  records. 

In  ^lay,  ITi'.'J,  the  General  Court  undertook  to  fix  the  law  as  to  the 
division  of  town  lands.  It  enacted  that  where  such  divisions  had  been 
alicddi/  made  in  town  meetiuiis,  instead  of  Proprietors'  meetings,  the 
grants,  haviiig  been  ac(]ni('sced  in  by  the  proju'ietors,  should  "be  good 
and  effectual  in  the  law."  '^hi-^  was  ]>i-oiiably  intended  as  a  healing  act, 
and  to  prevent  endless  litigaiion.  lly  it>  terms,  the  Act  did  not  apply 
to  such  lands  as  still  remained  undi\'ii]ed,  which  were  distinctly  declared 
to  be  the  e^t'^te  of  thn  propi-jetors.  and  ni^t  of  the  town. 

The  writer  has  not  searched  tiie  ('onrt  records  to  see  whether  actual 
litigation  wa>  had  by  the  pai'ties  concerned  in  the  Indian  Purchase: 
but  it  is  ]irobable  that  the  above  action  of  the  General  Court  settled 
the  matter,  as  to  its  legal  aspects.  The  proju'ietors  had  stood  by  too 
long,  ami  seen  both  AVelliersfield  and  Glastoidfury  assume  control  over 
undivided  lands,  to  be  |iermilted  to  nullify  the  past  acts  of  tho.se  towns 
in  the  premises. 

Xotwithstanding  the  law  of  17L'-"h  the  Town  of  Glastoidjury,  in  De- 
cember of  that  year,  made  a  further  divisi(,>n,  embracing  more  than  six 
thousand  acres  <if  laml  in  the  Indian  Purchase;  the  allotment  being 
among  one  hundred  and  ten  "inhabitants"  o'f  that  town,  and  based  upon 
the  tax-lists  fif  thai  year.  The  mimes  of  the  shares  are  given  in 
Cliajiin's  (ihislonhaiji  ('ciilciniiitl  (])]).  r,,".-()7),  with  the  area  each  re- 
ceived. Several  iidiabilants  of  Weiherstield  shared  in  the  division; 
John  Chester,  Stephen  Chester,  Ei)hraim  Goodrich  and  IJohert  Powell, 
among  them;  hut  ])erha])s  they  took  in  a  representative  capacity.  Or, 
it  may  he,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  di.->tribnte  according  to  law, 
rather  than  in  accordance  with  the  tei-ms  of  the  vote. 

When,  in  174",  the  undivided  lands  south  of  Xay:iug  were  divided, 
the  a])])ortionment  was  maile  by  and  ami')ng  the  propnclors  (some  of 
whom   were   in   Wc^thcrsiicdd).   and    not   amongst    the   taxpaying   inliah- 
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ilcnils.  A  similar  (•(Uirsc  was  taken  in  llir  <livisi(in,  in  17.")T,  of  the 
nine  Imnilrod  acres  in  the  "mile  of  eomnion"  in  the  orii;inal  ln<lian 
Pnrcluisc.  This  was  tlie  linal  (lisjiosition  of  the  va>t  tfaet  now  consti- 
tuting Easthiiry  parisli  ami  part  c»f  Marlboronyh  Town-hip. — Sec 
Appendix  VII. 

Minor-  Divisions. — ]>cfore  leaving  this  snhject.  we  may  as  well  speak 
of  several  other  later  and  minor  divisions  df  hind  by  the  town. 

In  1C74,  the  town,  Inning  ti^^t  ju'ovided  that  the  two  Huckleberry 
Hills  and  enough  uf  Sleepy  Plain,  in  addition  thereto,  to  make  1,000 
acres  in  the  whole,  should  be  nuide  a  common  of  pttstnrcKje  for  the 
town's  use  "forever,"  directed  that  the  lands  from  '•Hither  Huckle- 
berry Hill,"  south  to  ^liddletown,  should  be  divided.  This  large  sec- 
tion, lying  between  the  Pocky  Hill  and  West  Pocky  Hill,  of  today,  was 
not,  however,  divided  at  once ;  t)ut,  by  pieccnneal. 

In  ^larch,  1G70,  the  uplands  Itelonging  to  "Mile  .Meadow"  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  out  to  such  "proprietors"  of  "Great  ^leadow,"  as  had 
received  no  uplands  based  upon  shares  in  the  lattei'. 

In  ;March,  lCTS-9,  the  town  voted  that  theneef<irth  no  land  should 
be  given  away  by  the  town,  excepting  where  previous  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  pass  the  necessary  vote  should  have  been  iii-<'vtr.rl  i.<  t}<e  call 
for  the  meeting. 

In  December,  10S5,  a  formal  vote  was  passed  that  no  more  lands 
should  be  given  away  by  special  grants  to  individuals.  Thenceforth, 
grants  were  to  be  only  by  way  of  (jcncral  division,  or  allotment. 

In  16S3  and  1GS7,  a  conunon  for  sheep  was  establi>hed  between  the 
"Short  Lots"  (S.  side  of  Jordan's  Pane  (.f  to-day),  on  the  north; 
Cedar  ^Mountain  Ridge  west;  south  lino  of  Coleman's  lot  by  "Saw 
Mill  Path,"  south ;  and  the  rear  of  the  '"Long  lots"  (the  new  road  run- 
ning S.  from  Wyllys  Welles'  house  of  to-day)  in  the  east.  This  tract  of 
about  120  acres  was  not  opened  to  occupation  in  severalty  until  1G94. 
This  conunon,  in  lOSO,  was  extended  southerly  and  westerly  to  the  north 
end  of  Deming's  ^Meadow,  now  the  "Peservoir"  lot.  Tn  IGsS.  a  connnon 
was  made  in  the  Avest  central  part  of  Pocky  Hill,  from  the  end  of  the 
road  running  west  from  house  of  Jonathan  Deming's  Sr.,  on  the  east, 
to  Fern  Hill,  west.  In  1004,  the  town  voted  that  the  commons,  except 
those  needed  for  cattle,  sheep  and  getting  stone,  be  divided  among  the 
''inhabitants,''  according  io  iJicir  ]isl.<i  of  rsfatr  in  IGO;),  exclusive  of 
''tenants,  prentices  or  transient  sojourners." 

Acting  upon  this  same  rule  of  distribution,  the  town  in  February, 
1693-4,  voted  to  divide  all  the  remaining  undivided  lands  (exclusive 
of  the  stated  coumions)  on  the  ratio  of  half  an  acre  per  pound  of  tax. 
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on  the  recipient's  li,-t  nt"  ICi'.t."'..  Xdii  resident  taxiKiyei's  were  ni>t  en- 
titled to,  anil  (lid  not  >liare.  Tliose  on  the  east  siile  <>(  tlie  river  wei-e, 
of  course,  cut  off  from  sliai'inir,  since  Glastonhui'v  had  ln'conie  a  separate 
township.  WdUien  of  fnll  a:;('.  and  tax])ayers  shared  in  this  divi<inn. 
bnt  not  minors.  The  operation  of  this  rnle  was  to  give  the  most  land 
to  those  who  already  had  the  most;  which  was  consistent  with  the  orig- 
inal theory  (which  had  lately  hecii  departed  from),  that  the  ini<livided 
lands  bfhjit'jcJ  to  resident  "proprietor.'-."  in  prop(>rti<in  to  their  inter- 
est therein,  as  determineil  either  liy  their  tax  lists,  or  the  acreai^e  of 
their  real  estate. 

On  \hr  l.'th  of  April,  li\\K>,  Lus  were  di'awn  for  the>e  share-^;  the 
general  ])lan  of  the  lay-out,  together  with  results,  and  names  of  per-ons 
holding-  shares  heing  fully  given  in  Appmuhx  VllF,  as  also  in  Chapter 

XVI  ri. 

At  the  time  <if  tlu^  vote  for  allotment  of  lands  in  ir;ii;;,  it  was  ])ro- 
vidcd  that  no  drawer  of  land  should  sell  it  to  any  ])erson  not  an  in- 
habitant of  the  town,  under  ])eiially  of  forfeitnro  of  his  sliar(\ 

It  is  obvious  that  notwith.~.tanding  the  votes  of  IdTl)  and  Kis.").  the 
town  continned  to  vote  away,  to  ])articular  in(li\idnals,  lands  to  which 
all  "propjieLoib*"  yi.  c,  taxiiayers)  svevo  entitled.  Tliis  letl  to  a  pn^re-t, 
made  Jamuiry  28,  ]f!'J7-8,  and  presenfeil  in  town  meeting,  as  follows: 

''To  the  town  meeting  to  piibli.sh  and  record: 

Forasmuch  as  highways,  streets  and  stated  commons,  d^rc,  are  greatly 
for  the  advantage  of  the  present,  and  also  for  fntnre  ages;  and  tlic 
parting  with  the  same  iTijurions — the  consideration  of  what  has  been 
done  amongst  us,  and  men,  by  their  cunning  contrivances  and  insinua- 
tions, are  studious  to  doe — and  it  has  been  nsuall  for  a  few  men  (and 
possibly  those  not  the  maine  in  defraying  of  ]>ublick  charge)  to  give 
away  the  lands  belonging  to  the  proprietors  inhabitants  in  generall.  and 
have  commonly  given  it  to  those  "which  have  done  lest  service  for  the 
town,  and  paid  lest  in  the  charges  the  town  hath  been  att  ;  voting  in 
town  meetings  when  the  inhabitants  ha\e  niany  of  them  been  with- 
drawn; and,  bccanse  there  is  not  anofF  jn-esent  to  coimlernuind  their 
procedings,  it  is  taken  for  granted  it  is  past  recovery;  and  this  notwith- 
standing repeated  and  sundry  voats  past  and  recorded  to  the  con- 
trary : 

Wee,  whose  names  are  sidjscribed,  inhabitants  of  Weathersfield,  doe 
mancfest,  declare  and  make  known,  that  wee  disclaime,  give  caution  ami 
protest,  against  all  alienation,  gifts,  grants,  kc,  what.soever,  of  any 
highways,  streets,  stated  commons,  or  lands  in  generall,  belonging  to 
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tlir  tnwii.-hiii  .if  W'rtlicr.sticlil,  to  ;m_v  ])C'i-tiiMiIiii-  person  or  porsons  wliat- 
S(X'Vfr. 

Ami  fnrrliir.  we  doc  dc-iiT,  if  men  will  prcfipctniitly  run  into  -uoli 
actions  a.-  ar.'  (lotriincntall  to  u>.-,  ami  tlio>c  that  shall  succeod — that  our 
dislike  he  puldi-hed  and  recoi'dcd,  that  see  wee  niav,  in  time  t(^  coiuo, 
have  onr  shaivs  of  saiil  lands;  and  that,  withont  tmnhle  or  lawsuit:?. 
Surely,  if  t<iwn  i^rants  ai'e  tii-ni  and  i;o,id  to  ]ierfienlai'  j.ersons — rhev  are 
of  as  n-reat  valine  and  foi'ce  for  the  licnerall  henetit  of  the  town. 
Jolm  (_'lie>ter  Sen'"  John   Jleldino' 

.Tosei)h  Wridit  Sen^  Thomas  Jlolli.Mor 

John  ]\illMirn  Sen'"  Samuel  Treat 

Josc])!!  Wriiiht  .Inn'"  Tlionuis  Chester 

Eboiioz"'"  Kill. urn  Dan"  nonmui 

George  Kilhuru  .James  Treat  junior." 

Sam"  Wriiihr  Khenc/cor  Deming 

Sam"  Horman   [l-oardman]  Ahraham  Crane 

Isaac  r.orinan  Jnjui  l.atinier 

Jonathan  TJelding  John  Chester  Ju'" 

William   T.urnham  Thomas  Weels  [Welles] 

Tliomas  r;vw<.-,,l,l  Siephen  Chester 

Abraham  Kilhnrn  Jacob  Griswold 

Josiah  Gilbert 

The  foregoing  is  a  ])rotty  strong  docjimont ;  and  the  names  that  fol- 
low it  are  those  of  tlie  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  to^^^l  at 
that  time.  It  indicates  that  the  ways  of  the  leading  voters  in  towTi 
meetings  were  as  devious,  sometimes,  as  they  are  today. 

Walliiiijfnid  Lnnds.  At  the  Janmiry  session,  lOSG-T,  the  Gen- 
eral Coui't  ])a-sed  the  following  t.rder :  '"This  Court  grants  Weathers- 
field,  ^liddleton  and  Farmington  all  thf.se  vacant  lands  between  Wall- 
ingford  bounds  and  the  bounds  of  those  jdantations,  to  make  a  village 
therein.'' 

]\Ir.  Field,  in  his  Ccniennial  Address  (p.  "0)  concerning  ^li<ldle- 
Uj\vi\  and  its  parishes — says  that  this  grant  was  in  l(b">P.  -which  is  clearly 
a  mistake.  He  also  says  that  "this  grant  covers  the  tract  generally  now 
constituting  l!erlin."  If  it  in(d\nled  any  ]Kirt  of  the  present  Ber- 
lin, is  must  have  been  that  ])art  south  of  the  north  line  of 
Middletown,  produced  westerly;  and  west  ('i  its  west  line.  The  south 
bounds  of  Farmington  were  so  indefinitely  stated,  in  1^45  (five  miles, 
with  "liberty  to  improve  ten  miles  further,"  "from  the  hill  in  tlie  iiroat 
meadow  towards  Masseco),    [Simsbury]   that  it  is  difficult  to  sav  how 
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fiir  south  tliat  tDUiishiji  I'xtcndcil.  Cut  Faniiiiii;toii  rcrlainly  extcinleil 
Ik'Iiuv  ^V(■tll('l■sti(■l(l.  Ami  .M  i<l(lliti>\vii  cxtciidctl  furtlur  west  than 
Wctherslii'hl.  It  is.  not  easy,  tlicrcforo,  to  see  how  any  land,  not  in 
Fannini;tou  or  ^lithllctown,  hiy  hrlwccn  Wcthcrstiekl  and  Wallingford, 
indess  a  tract  i\ut  ciiiilii/uuii.s  to  Wcthcrstkdd,  hut  below  Faniiinglon's 
soutli  line — were  taken. 

Whether  Wethersfield  e\-er  took  auythiui;,-  under  this  grant,  I  can  not 
say.  l!ut,  as  late  as  l)eciiid)er  iMitli,  170S,  the  t(»wn,  after  reciting  the 
grant,  a]>]>oiuled  a  eonnnittce,  (•ousi>t  ing  of  Capl.  .Foslnui  ]iohl)ins,  Capt. 
llohert  Welles  and  J.ieut.  lienjaniiii  Churchill  (surveyor),  "t(j  do  any 
lawful!  act  or  acts  wch  wee  are  ai)le  to  doe,  in  order  to  a  survey  of  the 
said  tract,  ami  what  further  th(y  nuiy  judge  nux-t,  in  order  to  the  settling 
of  the  same  with  inhabitants,  ov  its  distribution  for  our  use."  ]S^o 
return  by  this  connnittee  appears  on  record. 

The  laud  in  question  was  part  of  the  jinblie  lands  of  the  colony, 
granted  away,  the  same  as  great  sections  were  granted  to  Hartford  and 
Windsor — in  order  to  prevent  Sir  Ednioud  Andros,  as  Governor  of  Xew 
England,  from  controlling  it,  or  cNereising  jurisdiction  over  it.  It  is 
not  easy  to  sec  the  wisdom  of  such  legislative  action;  and,  in  fact,  it 
led  to  long  ;!nd  hitt(>r  controversies  between  tlio  towns,  grantees,  and 
the  Colony. 

Commons  wore  also  nnittiM's  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  fore- 
fathers. These  were  not  the  same  as  "undivided  lands,"  "common 
and  undivided  laTids,"  "lamls  ungiven,"  etc.,  terms  often  met  with  in  the 
older  laud  records.  I'hese  all  nu'an  on(^  and  the  same  thing,  to-v/it, 
wild  lands  belojigrng  to  the  i>lantati<in  or  township  in  its  corporate 
capacity;  or  rather,  to  the  whole  Ixidy  of  "proprietors''  constituting 
the  townsliip;  and  these  lands  had  not  been  set  a])art  for  any  use  what- 
ever, Imt  were  lands  uiif  of  )r]urli  Connnons,  as  well  as  "home  lots," 
were  taken.  Xor,  were  Commons  the  same  as  "connnonfields,"  as  we 
understand  the  term.  The  hitter  were  tracts  of  land,  like  the  Great 
^leadow,  I>caver  and  ^lile  Meadows,  in  which  each  one's  land  was 
distinctly  defined  by  metes  and  bounds,  but  in  which  divisional  fences 
were  not  maintained.  Each  owner  improved  his  own  part  in  his  own 
way,  as  he  does  today;  but,  after  the  crops  were  removed  it  was,  as 
it  still  is,  the  custom  to  depasture  the  common  fields;  allowing  each 
owner  to  turn  in  a  nundier  of  cattle,  pnnxirtioned  to  his  acreage  of  land 
therein. 

A  connnon  (usually  a  common  of  ]ia>turage,  as  distingnished  from  a 
connuon  of  fishery,  etc.)  was  establisheil,  from  time  to  time,  by  vote  of 
the  town.     Its  boinuls  and  area  were  stated   in  the  vote;  and  also  the 


J  14  HISTOKY     OK    ANC'IKNT    \VKrHKI!Sn?;LD. 

l:i)ul  of  cominon  ;  tlial  i^:,  \vli(>tlicT  for  slurii,  or  for  hor.-o-:  and  neat 
cattle.  So  f;ir  a<  llir  rcci>i-i!-  .--Ikiw,  any  inluiliitant  was  al  librrrv  tu  inrn 
in  as  many  cattle  a>  lu-  lia])]icii(il  to  have;  jii-t  as  if  no  one  i"''ri?on  had 
any  more,  or  any  Ic.s.^.  ri^lit  in  it  than  another,  in  depasturing  it. 
JJnt  the  rule  \vas  ditl'ercnt  as  to  the  n-e  of  timher  and  -t'-ne  np'in 
tlicni;  these  cendd  be  taken,  by  indivi<lual~.  only  by  special  vote  of 
the  town ;  but  tiie  town  itself  could  take  what  timber  and  stone  it 
pleased. 

It  was  the  duty  of  ■■herders,"  usually  two  at  a  time,  clio-eu  by  the 
town,  to  guard  the  cattle  and  hor.-e?  in  the  conuuoii-,  and  the  •■.-hep- 
hcrds,"  chosen  in  like  manner,  to  care  for  the  sheep;  IFor-o^  were 
"branded"  and  cattle  and  swine  were  given  "ear-nu\rks."  In  l';4o, 
the  General  Court  ordered  that  the  care  of  the  commons  sli..uld  bi-  in 
the  hands  of  seven  ■"able  and  discreet  men."  cho-en  by  the  respective 
to^nlS.  The  number  was  reijueed  to  live,  in  l'U4.  In  I'^.jO,  the 
duty  was  transferred  to  the  '■townsmen,"  (.r  as  we  now  call  them  "■^elect- 
men,"  in  whose  hands  it  thei'cafter  remained. 

The  first  comiiu,n  in  ^\■ethers^ield  was  also  ]irobably  c^taldi-lied  in 
thp  fir^t  veor  of  \\w  ohmtiiiiv  of  tliA  tiiwn.  i'i'  '"'ertaii\ly.  :i-  ^nvly  ^i^ 
1636.  It  was  a  tract  of  laud  boiimlcd  ea-^t  by  '•.Meadow  Kov.-"  (  tlie 
present  east  side  of  High  Street  at  the  xn>n\\  endj  ;  south,  by  the  home- 
stead of  George  Hubbard  (aliout  opposite  to  the  Avest  end  of  the  present 
highway  to  the  river  landing);  west  by  Edward  ^lason's  h^me-teail 
(northeast  of  the  present  prison  site)  ;  north  by  the  river  ('n<.w  The 
Cove).  This  tract  was  for  some  years  "The  Common."  liecau-e  it 
was  the  only  one.  And  it  is  a  singular  fact  that,  whilst  it  was  the  first 
one  to  disappear  as  s\ich,  yet  its  locality  is  still  known  by  the  same 
name,  aiul  other  conunons,  which  long  outlived  it.  long  ago  ceased  to 
bear  the  name  of  ''common."  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  during  the 
time  when  this  was  the  oidy  common,  all  the  cattle  of  the  Xvvm.  were 
pastured  in  it.  On  the  contraiw,  the  town  herders  and  shepherds  boitrd 
flocks  and  herds  on  the  town  lands  not  set  aj^art  as  stated  commons ; 
and  the  one  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  was  much  too  small  to  nourish 
all  the  cattle  and  horses.  Some  were  kept  in  private  pastures.  The 
practice  of  cattle  pa>turinii-  up<in  the  meadows  has  been  discontinued, 
within,  perhai>s,  the  last  twenty  years. 

It  was  in  li>i>,  that  this  counnoTi  wa>  practically  di-cntinueil.  l>y 
anthoritv  being  given  to  a  committee  to  lay  it  out  into  home  lots. 
Some  land  had  previriusly  been  granted  out  of  it — Henry  Ruck  had  a 
home  lot  taken  fr.'Ui   it   as  early  as  1661,   and   Samuel  Welles   (son  of 
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Gov.  Thomas)  had  a  piece  graiiteil  him,  in  1002,  near  the  waterside, 
to  set  ;i  warehouse  upon. 

The  next  common  (■.-'talili>lird  was  in  KIT  I,  wlu'U  the  town  voti'<l  that 
"Tlie  two  Jlneklehcrrv  Hills,  and  so  mucli  (»f  Sleepy  I'lain,""'  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  as  sluudd  amuunt  to  1,000  acres  "shall  he  a  settled  ctuiimon, 
to  renuiin  to  the  use  of  the  town  in  general,  for  the  feeding  of  sheep, 
or  cattle,  forever."  These  hills  were  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  not  to  he  con- 
founded with  the  hill  of  that  name  in  WetluTslield  of  today.  The 
name,  in  liocky  Jlill,  and  the  term  "conimon,"  in  cnnuection  with  it, 
long  ago  hecanie  ohsolete. 

At  the  same  time  with  tht>  ahuve  vote,  it  was  jn-ovided  that  all  the 
''dry  cattcll"  shuuhl  he  kei)t  on  this  conniion.  In  KlsT),  it  was  voted 
that  persons  iising  the  sheep  commons  slmuld  givi^  two  days'  time  in  the 
year,  in  "kei'ping  ihem  clear,"  insteail  of  one  day,  as  theretofore. 

:\Iarch  21,  lCSO-90. 
It  is  this  day  agred,  hetween  Thomas  Kirc(jm  and  the  Seleetmene  of 
the  Town  of  Wethersfield,  as  followeth  :  That  the  said  Kircom  doth 
ingage  unto  the  ahnusaid  Select  men,  namely — John  liuliil|ih  TJohei't 
Wells,  Samucii  ilale,  dr..  ^'athanird  I'.owman — •"  *■']:■■  thr  ch.r.rge  of 
the  flockc  for  this  present  year;  and  to  hegin  his  worke  to  kepe  the 
sheepc  on  the  eight  day  oi'  Aprill,  and  to  kei)e  them  all  sumcr,  untill  the 
first  snow  next  winti'r;  and  the  said  Ivircum  is  to  have  twelve  shillings 
in  current  pay,  for  every  weeke  he  kejxth  the  Hock.  As  witness  his 
hand. 

his 
TnO.MAS  S.  KIRCU.\r. 

In  1GS3,  "the  Luul  lying  between  the  west  end  of  the  Long  Lots  and 
the  Hog  ^leadow,  and  from  the  Short  Lots  next  Hartford  line,  to  the 
Saw  ]\Iill  Path  shall  he  settled  for  a  sheep  ]>asture  for  the  town's  use 
forever."  This  tract,  to  describe  it  more  j)lainly,  was  hounded  nortii 
by  the  tier  of  lots  next  south  of  what  is  now  Jordan's  Lane;  east  by  a 
line  about  where  the  now  highway  next  west  of  the  Wolcott  Hill  road  is; 
south  by  the  Clnirchill  road  to  Xewington  (or  Collier  Ifoad)  ;  west  by 
Hog  ^Meadows,  and  was  a  common  until  1724 (  ?).  It  was  enlarged  in 
ICSG,  on  the  west  side,  so  as  to  make  it  amount  to  1,200  acres;  and  it  was 
then  j)rovided  that  cattle,  as  well  as  sheej),  might  he  pastured  on  it. 

1  ISlccpi/  Plain  w.is  southwest  of  wliat  is  now  the  central  part  of  Kocl<y  Ilill;  name 
is  now  probably  obsolete. 
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In  ir.SS,  tlio  Siiiitli,  fir  "llucklcbc'iTv  Hills"  cniiuiiMn  was  enlarged 
by  C'Xtensimi  west  wan!  to  '"Fonio  11111"  (this  was  near  "Hang  Dog'') 
''as  nr)W  Ivftli,  fr"Ui  tlii'  si'Uth  side  of  the  mad  wliicli  runs  westward  bv 
the  present  home  lot  of  .Idiiathan  Dt'iuing,  Seiiiur."  Deniing's  home 
lot  was  on  the  corner  nuw  occupied  l>y  the  home  of  James  Warner,  at 
Eocky  Hill. 

In  170'^,  an  entry  is  made  of  record,  for  the  tir.-t  time,  of  the  original 
lavine"  out  of  tin-  comnnai  of  l<",s;;^  ;is  fularged  in  l''>^>C).  It  extended 
from  the  end  of  the  We,-t  Ficdd  lots,  to  the  north  end  of  Deming's 
Meadows  (present  Iicservoir  site),"  and  so  to  the  edge  of  Cedar  Moun- 
tains, to  the  Short  Lots,  and  so  to  Hartford  lino,  or  near  Hartford 
liue." 

A  stated  common  wa>  again  estahli>h(il  in  the  West  Farms,  near 
Xcwington,  in  ir,;i-|.  Tr  was  half  a  mile  in  hrcadth  from  east  to 
west,  and  six  miles  long  from  north  to  south;  hcing  bounded  X.  by 
the  Hartford  line;  V..  by  a  tier  of  lot.-  laiil  out  at  the  same  date;  S.  by  the 
!Middletown  line;  W.  bv  the  tier  of  "i^  acre  lots,  a  mile  in  length  next 


1  Fern  Hill,  a  (U'>-i2n.ition  of  the  fa^tern  part  of  .an  cniiiU'iice  soutlieast  of  Giis- 
woldvillp.  Jt  takes  tliis  nanin  fnnii  tlio  woody,  or  swopt  fern  [Comptonin  n.iplcni- 
folia)  prowiiifr  tlu-ro.  sotiip  of  wliich  still  remains.  It  is  sninowhat  used  in  making 
rod  beer.     The  true  ferns  alioiiml  in  tiie  woocls  and  meadows  of  ^Vethersfield. 

Ha)ifi-l)o(i.  (a  name  also  fonnd  in  other  parts  of  tlie  State)  wa.*  applied  to  a 
swamp  ill  W'etlierstield.  ItlSS  or  earlier,  ulieii  the  Town  ;^ave  Wid.  Sarah  ]5i~hop, 
20  acres  of  land  near   it.      It   ~eenis  to  have  been   loeated   at.  or  near   Dividend. 

Dividend  was  a  name  driven  to  a  tract  l>iiig  between  the  Middletown  road,  west, 
and  Conn.  River,  ea>t.  Middletowii.  X.  line  south  and  extending  far  enough  norther- 
ly to  make  it  about  equilateral.  It  is  first  mentioned  in  a  town-vote  of  .3  June.  IdGl, 
grant  to  Gov.  \\'intl)rop.  in  fee,  "Devident  brook  and  sofisient  [sufTicient]  land 
to  build  u]>on.  both  milles  and  dames,"'  upon  condition  that  he  sliould  build  a  mill. 
or  mills,  "according  to  his  j)roposition  made  to  the  town."  But  the  Governor  failed 
to  build,  and  the  .same  tract,  .substantially,  was  afterwards  granted  to  Rev.  Gersliom 
liuckley.  The  name  is  -iup]iosed  to  have  origina(e(I  in  the  fact  of  the  proximity  of 
the  tract  to  the  "■divideni   line"  between  Wellnrstield  and   .Middletown. 

2  Deiuiiig'.i  Mcadoir.  so  named  from  Ebenezer  Deming.  jnircliaser  of  the  lands — a 
tract  of  swampy,  or  •■^]iringy*'  land  where  the  Griswold  Reservoir  now  is,  being  the 
source  of  the  Mill  Brook.  It  i=  t'lr-t  mentioned  in  Feb..  ITOI-S,  by  town-vote  laying 
out  a  stated  common.  In  M.irch.  171.')-I(!,  the  town  gave  permission  to  Eliphalet 
Dickinson  and  William  Blinii  to  "llood"  it.  so  as  to  increase  the  waterllow  of  Mill 
Urook,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Chester's  grist-mill,  of  which  they  were  the  Ie~sees. 

DouiiKj's  Plain.  The  name  fir~t  occurs  in  a  town  vote  of  2S  Dec,  liiOti.  when 
Jonathan  Deming.  Sen.,  was  given  !.'»  ae.  of  land  at  the  south  end  thereof.  It  was 
a  tract  lying  west  of  Middletown  road,  and  south  of  the  main  road  now  running 
from  Rocky  Hill,  to  Criswoldville.  A  stream  separated  it  from  Tree  Plain.  It  was 
granted  to  donathan  Deming.  .Ir.,  in  lOS.j.  I  believe  the  name  long  ago  became 
obs(dete. 
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t(i    I''iiriiiin^tnii    line.       This    i;fcat    ('(umiinii    for    p;islur;ige    was    what, 
prtihahly,  ^iwv  to  lliat  section  ilic  name  (if  "Cow  I'hiin." 

"j'his  ai)i)ear.s  to  havo  liocii  the  hist  coininou  establisluHl  in  Wctliorsficld. 
In  the  ii;('neral  allotment  of  town  lands,  in  iTol,  this,  as  woU  as  tho 
Jhiekleheriw  Hills  comnioii  ami  the  llo^  ^leaduw  common  were  dis- 
continued  ami   the   lands   in   them   ainiortioned   in   severally.     (Ai'ri-;x- 

DIX    V.) 

IIuniWAVS  <lemanded  the  early  attention  of  the  settlers.  From  what 
wc  have  seen,  it  may  he  i:athere<l  that,  hy  ItilO,  the  following  highwavii 
had  heeii  laid  out  in  Wetherstield  : 

77/f  Jiuail  lo  JIdiifiird .  running  we.-^f  from  llartfoinl  lioad  to  the 
Wildei'nes.s — now  Jorchm's  Lane:  opened  hefore  lii40. 

Furl  Street,  noir  Prison   I'^trcil. 

Jliijh  >>lrc<-t  (iml  Mcadoir  Uoir — the  [wo  now  forming  Iligli  Street. 

Two  liighways  running  easterly  from  High  Street  to  Great  Meadow, 
— tho  northerly  one  has  entirely  disappeared. 

Ilosc  Lane.  I'll!  Ijinr  ami  'llie  (Irecii — the  tlirir  now  C(Mistituting 
Main  Street. 

Short  Street — a  road  i-unning  easterly  fnmi  Short  'sh-eet  to  the 
Great  :Slcc.''f-v  through   the   Lw>.er  Ga.e" 

Bruad  Street — ri;ad  easterly  from  IJroad  to  Great  and  Little  Plains 
and  IJeaver  Meadow. 

Fletcher's  Lane  and  Watering  lAinc — now  the  road  westerly  from 
tlie  centre  of  IJroad  Street  to  the  angle  in  Hack  Lane. 

Carpenter's  Lane — extending  a  short  distance  only  from  the  southwest 
corner  of  I'road. 

File  Path  to  the  Mill — southerly,  from  the  south  end  of  IjcII  Lane. 

Hoad  to  West  Siranip — westerly  from  lower  end  of  Hell  Lane. 

]>esides  several  roads  extended  through  Great,  Beaver  and  i[ile 
^leadows ;  and  Wet  and  Fearful  Swamjjs.  One,  "Path  through  the 
^Hddle,"  was  on  the  Island;  and  one  liighway  lunning  cast  and  west, 
from  the  river  to  the  AVilderness,  was  "reserved"  through  the  length 
of  Nathaniel  Foote's  lot,  in  Xauhuc  Farms,  east  of  the  Connecticut 
River.  Concerning  roads  laid  out  subsequently  to  1G40,  we  may  say- 
something  hereafter,  if  our  limits  ])ermit.  Tt  may  be  said,  however, 
that,  for  many  years,  roads — as  a  rule — were  taken  out  of  lands  be- 
longing to  the  ioirn,  and  not  from  those  of  i)rivate  owners.  (See  Ap- 
pendix vri.) 

TiFK  Town'.s  PorxDs  have  been  changed,  or  re-establishe<l,  from  time 
to  time,  aside  from  the  periodical  "peramhtdatiou"  re(juired  bv  Statute, 
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for  many  years  past.  On  .Mai'cli  S,  J  (;;>;;,  the  townsincn,  wiili  Sam. 
.Smith,  -Toliii  C'licstci-,  Jdlm  ]\  illioiirii,  ,lr.,  Jnlm  Dickinsuii  ami  ■•Jlichanl 
'J'roat,  or  Jamos"  were  clioscn  to  nicct  at  the  "Dividciit  line,"  with 
such  men  as  Mattal)(\sctt  (  .Miihllctown  )  sluaihl  clio.so,  to  sctUe  the  line 
""betwixt  ^latlahcsclt  ajid  lis,"  tm  ".Mnnilay  eonie  .seven  nights.'' 

^larch  G,  10.j7,  John  I)emin<:-,  -Ir.,  John  N'ott  and  William  Gn,,(l- 
rleh  were  ehosen  to  run  the  Hilc  hetwcen  Jlarll'oril  and  Winher-iirld. 
on  the  L'5tli  inst.  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  Jnhn  Ivilliourn,  Philip  Smilli 
and  James  Treat  were  direeteil  to  run  the  line  hetween  Mattalie-ett  and 
Wethersfield,  the  27th  inst. 

Entries  like  the  above  oeeur  frequently  on  the  W'cllwrs field  I!rc(jr']s, 
and  refer,  probably,  merely  to  the  rciiular  annual  ■"peraudailations" 
maintained  between  the  several  towns.  IJnt  there  were  also,  frecpu-nt  ad- 
justments of  town  boundaries,  whieh  were  necessitated  by  questions 
of  infrini;-ement,  etc.,   which  arose  from  time  to  time. 

T)ie  ]Vcst  Line  of  the  town,  between  Wetluu'sfield  ami  Farminii-trm 
(see  also,  AppouJi.c  III),  seems  to  have  been  the  occasion  of 
most  of  this  bouiul-settliug,  fi'om  irJO."),  down  to  a  later  perioil. 
This  nniv  have  ai'isen  from  tb"  \-ariancc  o^■  --^"ter.ient  in  tl;c  Ir.fli.ir. 
deed  to  Wetherstield  and  that  made  by  the  General  CViui't  in  tixinir  the 
east  boiuid  of  Farniini;ton ;  there  beiuii'  ii  discrepancy  of  a  mile  between 
the  statements,  l^ut  whatever  the  cause  may  have  been,  it  was  settled 
by  an  "agreement"  arrived  at.  October  L",>tli,  1070,  by  the  two  com- 
mittees of  Wetherstield  and  Farmin^ton.  This  agreement,  siiiued  by 
Sam.  ]3orman  (T.oardman).  John  ]iil(>v,  ITugli  Wells  and  John  Xott. 
on  behalf  of  Wethersfield,  and  by  Will  Lewis,  John  AVadswoiih,  John 
Stanley  aiid  Sam.  Steele,  in  behalf  of  Farming-ton,  provides  that  the 
dividing  line  shall  be  "the  lieepe  of  stones  on  the  E.  side  of  a  bogie 
meadow  that  is  the  utmost  extent  of  Hartford  and  Weathersticld  bound; 
westward  and  Fanneingtowne  eastward  ;  and  from  thence  to  rune  to  a 
white  oke  tree,  marked  on  foui'c  sides,  standing  about  a  mile  to  the  S.  of 
Matabesette  R.,  on  riseing  land,  and  is  the  utmost  extent  of  Weathers- 
field  bounds  westward,  at  southwest  corner,  and  Farmeingtov.-ne 
bounds  eastward.  And  there,  at  that  tree,  wee  joyntly  agree  to  have  a 
heape  of  stones  or  a  ditch  within  the  space  oi  tw(dve  months  after  the 
■date  hereof;  and  a  straight  lino  betwext  these  two  corners  shall  be 
the  prpettual  bound  marks  betwext  Farmintowue  and  Weatherstiehl. 
which  is  all  redy  indevered,  runing  hafe  a  point  to  the  "W.  of  the 
S.  from  the  hee])e  of  stones,  tele  we  come  to  the  marked  trees;  beimr 
the  stated  conclusion  of  the  right  line  by  the  Comity  above  speassified; 
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as  \vitne.~>  our  liainl^^.  this  twouiy-nino  of  Oi-tolter,  1070."      (^WclJiers- 
ficld  Land  Urr.  II,  p.   S.) 

On  tlif-  lirli  April.  I7<.t7,  two  coinmittc-t's,  consisting  of  John  Chostov, 
Jonatliiin  Holding  ( Ijoldon)  and  JKhn  Cuvtiss.  Jr.,  on  the  part  of  Wetli- 
crsficld.  ;ind  Capr.  Thomas  Ilarr.  Lieiir.  .Tnlm  Ilan  and  jMuaihan 
Smith  on  the  part  f<i  Farinington.  mot  t<igethor  at  the  heap  of  stones 
in  the  \.  \V.  ciirncr  nf  WethersticM,  and,  after  comparing  their  notes 
of  instrueti<in-.  and  the  record  ni  It'ul,  in  conipuny  with  Caleb  Staidey, 
County  Surveyor,  jirorei-dcd  thenre  S.  half  a  ]ioint  W.  to  Capt.  Ilan"? 
new  hc.u>r,  174  rods  AV.  of  the  White  Oak  tree  in  the  S.  AV.  corner 
of  Wetherstield  hound.s.  They  a<lj<)urned  to  meet  again  ne.xt  day  at 
said  tree.  On  the  lOtli,  they  met  there,  and  the  surveyor  set  his  instru- 
ment to  run  a  direct  line  to  the  heap  of  stones  at  the  X.  end  of  the  line. 
}lis  tir.-t  oliscrvation  wi-nt  aliout  three  rods  "or  better"'  W.  of  Thos. 
Haneox"  hou.-i-.  It  l>eing  showery,  further  ]iroeeedings  were  stopped 
until  next  day,  when  the  committees  met  at  the  X.  end  of  the  line,  at  the 
heap  of  stones,  wluiiee  the  County  Surveyor,  with  the  co-operation  of 
both  counnittei-s,  ran  a  line  S.  seven  minutes  W.  to  the  S.  end  of  tlie 
line,  where,  at  its  junction  with  ]Middlctown,  it  fell  about  1'.'  rods  to 
the  E.  "f  '.he  tree  which  marked  the  S.  W.  corner  of  "Wetherstield. 
This  ime  lell  so  as  to  cross  some  lots  improved  by  Farmington  people, 
and  which  were  laid  otit  or  should  ha^■e  been,  so  as  to  make  their  cast 
bounds  coincident  with  the  line  between  the  two  towns.  The  Wethers- 
field  cunnnittee  then  desired  the  Farmington  committee  to  try  to  ascer- 
tain where  a  straight  line  drawn  from  S.  W.  corner  to  X.  W  corner 
would  fall;  but  the  Farmington  connaittee  only  answered  that  '"they 
would  return  what  was  done  to  the  town,  or  their  town."'  AVetherstield 
committee  then  said  that  the  County  Surveyor  must  lay  out  the  bound. 
The  Farmington  committee  then  went  away,  and  Wcthersfield  remained 
and  "measured  the  length  of  one  of  otir  long  lotts"*  (which  abutted  on 
Farmington  bounds)  "about  Xo.  67,  and  found  the  length  about  as 
first  laid  out."" 

On  the  17th  and  l^th  of  June,  following,  the  County  Surveyor  f^Ir. 
Stanley)  toaether  with  the  AVethersfield  committee  ran  a  direct  line 
from  corner  to  corner  on  the  "\V.  side  of  Wetliersfield.  They  began  at 
the  X.  heap  of  stones,  and  proceeding  thence  to  the  S.  heap  they 
blazed  a  great  number  of  trees,  the  distance  of  each  of  which  from  the 
X.  heap  is  given.  Ditches  and  other  natural  feattires  along  the  line 
were  mentioned.  In  one  case  120  rods  S.  of  X.  end,  they  marked  a 
tree  with  the  initial?  II.  W.,  J.  C.  and  II.  D.  In  some  cases,  old  marks 
on  trees  were  found  and  noted.     At  the  distance  of  2  miles,  120  rods, 
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8.  from  the  iini-tli  cm!,  tlu'V  fnuiid  a  heap  of  stiuics,  and  a  Chcstiuit  trrc 
marked  W.  oii  its  K.  side;  "'aliwut  .'»  fodt"  frinii  tliis  licap  was  a  stone 
marked  II.  I).,  .1.  ('.,  T.  ('.,  and  \V.  [{.  'J'lioinas  North's  piece  of 
wheat  was  crossed,  aiiionu'  other  iuiprovcil  lands.  "Green  Swamp," 
a  name  not  jjrcvinusly  I'muid  in  \\'cthcrstield  records,  was  traversc<I. 
Aniony-  otlicr  trees  hlazed  were  oak,  red,  white  and  hlaek ;  cliestnut, 
elm,  maple,  btitlernut,  basswood,  box,  walnnt,  red  ash,  white  ash,  pop- 
lar and  beach.  The  S.  end  of  the  >traight  line  bounding  AVetherstield 
on  the  west  was  found  to  be  six  miles,  one-fourth  and  twelve  rods  S.  of 
the  >,'.  end  of  the  same. 

The  f(jregoing  is,  in  brief,  the  Wethersfield  aecoiuit  of  steps  taken 
to  establish  the  west  bounds  of  the  town,  as  recorded  in  Vol.  II,  of  its 
land  records.  Whereupon.  .March  Ist,  17()7-S,  Farmington  passed  a 
vote,  in  town  meeting,  providing  that  : 

"Whereas,  ^laj.  John  Chester,  with  some  others,  have  presumed  to 
draw  a  line  cross  some  part  of  our  land-^,  well  lands  have  for  a  long  time 
been  elaiuicd  and  poss'ed  by  us;  wch  line  drawn  as  abovcsaid,  is  west- 
ward of  the  range  of  marked  trees  rei)uted  to  be  the  line  between 
Weatherslield  and  this  tov.ii — these  are  thcrfore  to  impower  our  pres- 
ent selectmen  '•  *  *  ••'  to  deinolish  and  destroy  the  ditches  and 
marks  soe  disorderly  ilrawn  ;  rhey  takeing  care  to  informe  the  select 
men  of  Weathersticld  of  their  doing  therein." 

Farmington  had  previously  instructed  its  committee  not  to  make  any 
changes  in  the  line  which  had  existed  ""for  near  40  years"  in  acciirdance 
with  ''annual  perambulations"  by  the  towns  concerned,  etc.  Wethers- 
field had  instructed  (7s  Selectmen  to  run  a  straicjht  line  from  corner  to 
corner. 

To  set  the  matter  at  rest,  the  General  Assembly,  in  October,  ITOS, 
upon  the  petition  of  Wethcrsticld,  ppivided  that:  "A  straight  line,  run 
from  the  heap  of  stones  at  the  S.  AV.  corner  of  Hartford  bounds,  on  the 
E.  side  of  a  boggy  meadow,  to  a  certain  white  oak  tree,  nuirked  on  four 
sides,  standing  on  rising  land,  about  a  mile  to  the  S.  of  ^Iattal>esett 
River,  shall  be  the  dividing  line  between  the  said  two  towns."  Also, 
that  this  line  should  be  run  by  the  County  Surveyor,  of  Hartford 
County,  who  should  make  monuments  at  the  charge  of  Wethcrsticld. 
Also,  that  if  the  line  should  cross  lands  "bettered  by  any  labor  or 
cost  bestowed  u|ion  it  by  his  bordering  neighbor,  the  owner  of  such  land 
shall  give  reasonable  satisfaction  to  his  neighbor,"  to  be  appraised  bv 
indifferent  men  mutually  chosen,  etc. 

The  Surveyor,  Caleb  Stanley.  ;March  25th  and  L'nth,  1709,  ran  the 
line,  in  accordance  with  this  direction.      In  his  return  to  the  General 
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A.ssciiilily,  lip  s;i_vs  that  tlic  coui'sc  "is  \cvy  iioar  S.  t'nrty-two  luiiuitcs 
westerly;  and  X.  I'uity  two  ininiitcs  easterly."  Also,  that  "there  is  a 
stream  a  little  X.  ot' the  River  ahove  iiieiit  ioncd  [  .Mattalioett  ],  which  is 
hardly  hall'  so  hii;'  as  said  Kiver,  wch  eiiiiitics  itself  ahoiit  ;5'.l  rods  helow, 
or  K.  of  the  line,  into  said  Kiver ;  and  the  eorner  tree  ahove  mentioned 
stands  a  mile  (.V  one  (jiiaiter  S.  of  that  stream,  where  the  line  emsses 
it."  This  retnrn  was  aeeepted  and  adopted  hy  the  (Icneral  Conrt, 
May   IDlh,   ITO'.i. 

It  shunld  he  added  that  Farminglon  made  >everal  frnitless  attemi)ts 
in  the  General  Assembly  to  have  this  settlement  of  the  line  changed. 
This  was  the  case  in  1710  (npon  the  petition  of  C'apt.  Thos.  Hart  and 
Lieut,  .lohn  Stanley)  ;  in  1711  ;  in  171-"<,  and  in  17l'2.  "J"he  J.egislature 
would  not  distnrh  {\\('  slrui'jht  line  estaldished  in  17n^;  Imt  in  each  ease 
dismissed  the  petitioners,  and  required  them  to  pay  tiie  costs  of  the  re- 
spondi'nts.  And  so  this  controversy,  the  last  of  the  kind,  so  far  as 
aj)pears,  hetwcaai  the  towns  invidved — was  Hnally  ended. 

This  remained  the  W.  bound  of  Wetherstield  until  the  fctrniation  of 

Berlin,  in  17Sr)  (see  under  the  heading  Soiilli   Line.  /k/.s7),  and  Xcw- 

ington,  in  lS71-i',  which  see  under  Wetherstield  and  Xewington  imr- 
ish  es. 

SoulJi  1/uic.  In  lf'l7l,  Wetherstield  voIcmI  to  settle  the  line  between 
itself  and  Middletox'*  n,  on  both  sides  the  river.  A  eommiltet;  on  the 
part  of  Wetherslield  was  chosen,  consisting  of  John  C'he-ter,  -lohn  Riley, 
John  A'ott,  Sam.  Hoardman  and  Hugh  AVelles ;  a  Nimilar  committee 
was  chosen  by  Middletown,  t'onsisting  of  I'his.  Xath.  White  and  ^\v. 
Jolm  Ward.  On  the  tirst  day  of  Octobei-,  KmI.  the  eonnnittees  met, 
at  the  tree  marke<l  X.  F..  by  the  bank  of  Connect ic\it  Iliver,  whence 
they  ran  a  true  ircs-l  line,  "according  to  a  marredian  coiu[)as."  Trees 
were  hlazed  along  the  line,  and  stakes  were  "set  u[)"  across  the  Plain. 
A  great  white  oak  on  the  we>t  side  of  the  road  to  ,Miildleto\vn,  was 
iinirked  M.  1!.  on  the  S.  side,  and  W.  11  on  the  north;  the  E.  side  with 
the  initial  letters  of  the  Weihersfield  committee  and  the  W.  with  those 
of  the  Mitldletown.  Thence  W.  to  Pine  Swamp  stakes  were  erected,  and 
another  white  oak  marked  as  before,  and  two  more  at  the  W.  side  of 
said  Swamp.  "At  o-milc  Hill,  and  the  next  one  to  it  westward,"  more 
trees  wore  nmrked  ;  also  one  next  to  "Hesc'tt"  ]liver.  Then  a  tree  at 
"Xew  Haven  ]*afh  ;"  next,  and  last,  "the  cnrner  tree  at  the  W.  end  of 
Wetherslield  hounds."     (Wrlhers/lcld  Land  Ucc.  11,  12.) 

The  south  lijie  \\.  of  the  river  was  not  run  at  this  time;  and  as  W^eth- 
ersfield  territory  on  that  side  was  set  off  within  twenty  years  afterward, 
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it  is  i»rnl)al>lc  iin  iictimi,  ;i.s  to  llirtl  jxiii  of  tln'  liiir,  \vi\s  taken  ()art  in  by 
Wotlic'r>tiel(l,  (.•crtaiiilv  no  such  action  a|>}n'ars  of  record. 

On  ;Marcli  l.jtli,  1707-S,  Wotlierstield  appointed  Lieut.  Jona.  Board- 
man.  J-ieut.  ])avid  Goodricli,  Jaeuh  Griswold  and  Jolm  Chester  a 
coniniittee  to  ■".-ettle"  the  S.  hounds,  '■uilh  sutHcient  ditclies  and  liea])S 
of  stones."  ^Middletown  cliose  Jolni  Ilandin,  Xatlianiel  White  and  John 
Ilall  as  a  co-operative  connnittee;  and  the  i\\\>  bodies  met  on  the  12th 
of  April,  ISOS,  and  r(>-establishe<l  the  straiiiht  line  of  lljTJ,  ■"with  the 
help  of  the  ('ounty  Surveyor."  On  this  occasion,  monuments,  ditches 
and  heaps  of  stones  were  constructed  at  intervals  of  about  forty  rods, 
"except  in  Pine  Swamp,  whei-e  there  is  a  white  wood  tree  marked."'  A 
"memorandum"  is  added,  to  the  etl'ect  that  in  JJrush  Swamp  (a  new 
name)  one  station  Avas  missed,  aiul  in  Pine  Swamp,  three.  Also  that 
"the  len<;tli  from  extream  to  extream,  between  A\'eatherstield  (S:  Middle- 
town  [is]  five  miles  (i-  one  half,  &  one  chain;  besides  the  divident 
meadow,  viz.  :  44  Tallo  [l.  c.  Tallies]  ;  besides  the  meadow,  from  the 
stone  by  the  river  to  the  tree  by  the  brow  of  the  hill,  about  70  rods."' 
(WclhersfirhJ  Land  llec.  II,  !'■'>.)  It  will  be  seen  that  the  entire  length 
of  the  south  line  in  170S  (and  it  probably  had  not  chanaed  from  the 
original  c-t.^Mi^hiin-ni.  thereof  in  l(i71)  tpfis'"-"^'  'ut  i'3-l  rods  ow-r  u\e 
miles;  wliilst  the  Indian  Purchase  entitled  the  town  to  "six  large""  miles 
west  from  the  river;  a  very  material  variance,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
town.  This,  so  far  as  the  writcu-  knows,  is  the  first  and  only  statement, 
official  or  otherwise,  of  tlu^  length  of  the  S.  boundary  line,  or  of  the 
breadth  of  Dividend  ^Meadow ;  a  naujc  which  the  alluvial  tract  next 
the  river,  at  that  point,  bears  to  this  day. 

(In  16G2-0,  and  in  1G72,  the  General  Court  had  enacted  that 
Middlcfoioi's  west  bounds  should  extend  westerly  five  miles  frotn  Uie 
meeting  house  at  that  place.  The  writer  is  unable  to  say  how  far  that 
edifice  was  from  the  river.  But  the  eft'ect  of  this  descrijjtion  would  be 
to  carry  the  X.  line  of  Middletown  farther  west  than  the  S.  line  of 
Wethcrsfield.  That  this  was  the  fact  appears  to  have  been  the  occasion 
of  a  long  controversy  between  ^liddletowu  and  Farmington,  terminated 
in  1723,  1725,  1730,  1731,  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  then  en- 
acted in  eft'ect  that  ]\Iiddletown's  west  line  (whei'e  it  adjoined  Farming- 
ton)  should  lie  five  miles  west  of  a  line  drawn  X.  &  S.  through  the 
old  meeting  house,  and  parallel  thereto.  This  carried  the  west  line 
beyond  Wethersfield's  west  line,  probably  fi%'c-eighths  of  a  mile.  The 
contest  between  ]\Iiddletown  and  Farmington  was  bitter,  and,  at  times, 
violent.) 
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>>'i)  otlicr  cliaiii^f  wiis  iiiMilc  ;is  tn  tlir  S.  line  ol"  tlic  town  until  ^fay, 
17^.'),  Avlicii  liv  the  at-T  iiicnriKiratiiiii'  tlu'  Town  uf  licrliu  from  parts 
of  Fariiii!ii;t'iii.  .\J  iiMlclMWii  and  Wcthcrsficld,  a  tract  of  land,  nearly 
squaiv.  an<l  cniliraciiiL;'  an  ari'a  of  aliout  t\\i>  and  two-thirds  .stjuarL'  miles. 
was  taken  fi'nni  Witherstield  and  inaile  to  fonn  part  of  the  new  town. 
This  wa-  dune  <<n  rln-  applieatinn  of  inhahitants  of  the  jiarishes  of 
Kensiuiiinn.  W'MrtliiniirMU  ami  Xew  ISi'irain;  emicerning  which  nvrc  will 
be  said,  under  the  ln-ad  of  Parishrs.  The  'J'uwn-hip  i<(  Wether-tield. 
contril)uted  t"  rlic  new  neizhln'i's  all  that  part  of  W(jrthing-ton  Pari.-h 
lyinir  within  it-  liuiii-^.  ineludiui:-  the  section  known  as  Beckley's  Quar- 
ter. The  etfect  ni  tlii-  ehanue  ^vas  tn  make  tlie  X.  .Tiid  E.  l)Ounds  of 
Worthiuii'ton  I'ari^h  (  .-o  far  a>  that  ])ari>li  was  in  Wetherstleld  )  to  he 
the  S.  and  W.  hounds  of  Wetherstiidd.  The  three  parishes  coneerneil. 
it  slioidd  he  renicinhcred.  had  prown  out  of  the  Great  Swamp  Pari.-li. 
which  will  he  referred  to  hereafter.  The  hounds  of  Worthington 
Parish  had  hecn  tixed.  in  Qctohcr,  177:.',  when  Kensinytou  Parish  was 
divided,  the  ^V.  part  retaining  the  old  name  of  Kensington,  and  the  E. 
part  taking  the  new  name  of  Worthington.  JJut,  so  far  as  Wether.^tlcld 
was  concerneil.  the  hound-  of  "Wiirthingion  were  the  same  as  those  of 
its  predecessor.  Ken-ington  (so  called  since  17"''"^);  and  Kcnsingron's 
Ijoiii.v]^-  >"  ihe  .-amc  (Ateui.  wci'c  the  same  as  luobC  of  its  pre'iceessor, 
the  Second  Pari-h  of  Farmingron  ;  otherwise  called  the  "Great  Swamp" 
Parish.  Hence,  we  mu>t  look  to  the  description  of  the  Great  Swamp 
Parish  to  timl  the  line  hctween  the  old  town  of  AVethersfield  and  the  new- 
town  of  Perlin.  That  dc-ci-iptiou.  so  far  as  it  concerned  Wethersfiehl. 
was  li.xed  in  the  Act  of  171.",  when  a  part  of  Wetlierstield,  West  Soe. 
(Xewingtou)  was  annexed  to  the  Great  Swamp.  The  Act  provided  that 
the  part  of  AVcther-tii-ld.  West  Soc,  "from  the  X".  side  of  Ilurlhurt's 
lot  and  from  the  north  side  of  Stephen  and  John  Kelsey's  latids,  to  Mi<l- 
dleto\m  bounds,  including  the  l>eekly's  land,  shall  be  annexed  to  the 
Great  Swamp  Society.  Xewingtou  Parish  bounds  will  be  stated  when 
we  Come  to  consider  Pari-li  Line-. 

The  south  line,  as  abo\e  niodilied  renuiined  the  south  jurisdictional 
line,  mitil  the  formation  of  Kocky  Hill  Township,  in  l."s-l-"<,  when  the  fol- 
lowing became  the  south  line  of  Wethersfield  : 

"Beginning  at  the  Connecticut  Piver,  thence  in  a  due  west  cotirse  to 
a  button-ball  tree  in  the  fence  on  the  E.  side  of  the  highway,  aliout  two 
rods  north  of  GotFs  liridge.  thence  to  the  Four  Corners,  so  called 
[where  the  road  from  Griswoldville  to  Pocky  Ilill  crosses  the  old  road 
from  Berlin  to  Hartford],  so  as  to  inter.sect  the  northeast  angle  of  said 
Four  Corners;  thence,  along  the  E.  side  of  said  old  road,  to  the  Hang- 


'  ~4  HISTOKY     UK     ANCIKNT     W  KTIIERSI.IKI.K. 

(Itiir  liiiad  ;  tln'iirc  liy  the  X.  side  of  II;mi;il(i^  Koad,  tu  tin'  road  <m  wliicli 
[Amos]  I'ciis'iii  lives;  tliciuc  \V.  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  Two-rod 
liiC'lnvay,  to  Tuciii y-rod  liii;li\\ay,  tlienee  S.  liv  tlie  E.  side  of  Twenty- 
rod  liiiihway,  to  a  |)oint  three  dei,froos  X.  K.  of  the  uioniunent  in  tho 
X.  E.  corner  of  JJerlin;  thence  \V.  to  said  inoniiiuent." 

This  line  has  remained  the  S.  line  of  Welhersiield  so  far  as  Koeky  Hill 
is  concprned,  tint  11  the  present  day. 

Xoiili  Line.  When  the  honnds  hetween  Ilartfoi'd  and  Wethersticdil 
were  first  stated  in  Fehrnary,  iLl-'jr.-T,  it  was  only  in  a  livneral  way: 

"Att  a  tree  mrked  X.  F.,  \-  to  well  the  Pale  of  the  saide  ITarteforde 
is  fixcd^  to  goe  into  the  Coiiiilrey  due  east  «.V  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Grcate  ]iivcr  from  I'ewter  Poit  r.mok,  att  the  hjwer  side  of  Ilocaimo, 
chic  cast  into  the  C'onnirey."'     {Col.  ]!(■'•.  C'oiiii.  I,  S. ) 

In  Xoveniher,  KiT],  :Sh:  (Thomas)  Welles,  Mr.  (.I.ihii)  Steele,  ^[r. 
(John)  Plumb  and  James  Poosey  (the  two  last  from  Wethersfield)  were 
appointed  by  the  General  f'oiirt  to  "riiniie  the  lyne  west  into  the 
country,  between  Hartford  and  W'etherslield,  to  he^in  at  the  Gr.  lliver 
against  the  marked  tree"  (  p.  <!'.•).  Ihe  writer  has  not  been  able  to  find 
any  repm-t  reti.iiied  by  this  eomniittee,  if  it  made  any.  Tin';;  ]t  will 
be  seen,  relate(l  to  that  ]iart  of  the  two  towns  ircst  of  the  river.  Xo 
further  action,  it  appears,  was  taken  by  either  town  until  after  the 
separation  of  the  east  from  the  west  by  the  formation  of  Glastonbury. 
In  IGOO,  Wethersfield,  by  (apt.  Robert  Welles,  Kns.  John  Chester,  Mr. 
Xathaniel  Foote  and  John  St(jddard.  petitioned  the  (ieiieral  Court  for 
"a  straight  runnini;"  of  the  jurisdiction  line.  Owing  to  infonnalities  in 
the  petition  nothing  was  done.  On  Dee.  Idtli,  li'>!iT,  Hartford  pro- 
posed to  Wethersfield  that  a  direct  line  be  run  from  the  X.  F.  Stone  at 
Pennywise,  to  "Cole's  Stub";  thence  direct  to  Skinner's  Stub;  thenco 
direct  to  ^Ir.  Steele's  tree;  then  inrliuiiKj  into  a  MmUjht  Vine,  draxm 
between  the  merestone'  in  Pennywise  to  the  hea])  of  stones  at  the  W. 
end  of  the  bounds  between  Hartford  and  Farmingtoii  :  which  straight 
line  was  to  hc(jin  on  Cedar  Mountains.  Wetherstield  '■^•on^ented,''  so 
the  Hartford  reconl  says;  and  Wethersfield  records  are  silent  on  the 
subject.  Pursuant  to  this  understanding,  a  committee  from  Hartford, 
consisting  of  Capt.  Joseph  Wadsworth,  Capt.  Cyprian  X'ichols,  Lieut. 
Zachariah  Sanfonl,  Aaron  Cooke  and  ichabod  A\'elles,  the  latter  a  sur- 
veyor— met  with  ]\Ir.  Thomas  Welles,  Mr.  Xathaniel  Foote,  John  Stod- 
dard, Sen.,  John  Chester,  with  Penjamin  Churchill  for  surveyor,  on 
the  jtart  fif  AVetherstleld,  <,n  the  l>th  of  Ajiril,  Ki'.ts,  antl  ran  a  line  as 
follows : — 


THE    TOWNS     HOLNDAItlKS. 


125 


"Jlct^inniiii;'  :it  tlic  uicrcstinic  in  IV'iin ywi-c ;  next  ttt  ;i  siiuill  tret'  in 
Gondiiinii  ('(lie's  ]i;istui-(',  aliniit  two  rods  X.  of  fciisc  of  sniuo;  next  to 
Cole's  Stuli,  wlicro  is  a  small  lica])  of  stoiu's  at  the  roots  of  the  same, 
and  a  ditch;  next  to  a  small  ditrli  in  .lolm  AVhitc's  pasture;  next  to 
Skinner's  Stiih.  where  is  a  .-mall  ditch,  ahoiit  L'(»r.  W.  of  said  Stnh,  in  thi^ 
street  or  common;  next  a  small  iliteh  on  the  W.  of  JJeviii  \Vater's  land, 
and  a  heap  of  stones;  next  Mr.  Steele's  tree;  n(\xt  a  hea].)  of  strjiios  on 
the  edgt'  of  Cedar  .Mountains;  next  a  small  hlaek  oak  on  the  plains 
below  the  mountain,  with  a  ditch  ;  next  a  white  oak  on  the  east  of  Pijier's 
Kiver,  which  tree  was  an  old  houn.d  tree,  and  is  on  the  X.  of  Cow 
]'lain,  with  a  small  ditch  n<'ar  lln'  same;  next  a  small  white  oak,  with 
a  ditch,  ahmit  '>()  av  (Wir.  W.  of  Pi]>er's  l{i\-er;  next  a  small  ditch  near 
liirch  Swam]),  ahoiit  half  a  mile  AV.  of  Piper's  JJiver,  near  Ir.  X.  of  a 
great  white  oak,  formerly  a  hound  tree;  next  a  small  red  oak,  ahout 
GO  rods  W.  of  the  "aforeiiamefl"  ;  next  a  heaj)  of  stones  at  the  fi.iot  of  a 
small  white  oak;  next  an  oak,  marked,  with  a  ditch  near  it,  near  the  E. 
end  of  the  .")0-acre  lot-;;  next  a  ureat  white  oak,  on  the  \V.  side  of  a 
swaniji,  with  a  heap  of  stones  at  the  roots  of  the  tree,  ■which  is  called 
Four  Mile  hill;  next  a  re(l  oak,  mai'ked,  ahont  10  ro(ls  \V.  of  said  tree, 
with  a  small  diieli  near  the  red  oak;  next  a  sin.dl  walnut  tree,  marked, 
■with  a  small  ditch  near  it  ;  next  a  ai'eat  whit(>  oak,  nuirked  ;  next  a  small 
white  oak,  marked,  with  a  ditch  near  it ;  next  thi'  heap  of  stones  finishinp; 
the  line  l.etween  JIarlford  and  \Vetlier>tiel<l."      ( Ilf'l.  Rcronh  I,  p.  Sj. 

It  is  interestinii'  in  this  connci'tion  to  note  the  a])parent  ahnndance 
of  oak  trees  hetween  <"e(lar  Mountains  and  Farminiilon.  Xo  less  than 
twelve  were  used  as  line  trees,  and  all  hut  three  were  of  the  white 
species.  I'his  snrx'cy  also  roNcals  to  us  the  position  of  "Piper's"  Piver; 
abont  which  the  counuon  notion  is,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows — that 
it  was  in  the  present  township  of  Pocky  Hill.  Tncidenlally,  in  ^Afay, 
1711),  in  estahlishiiiii-  the  line  hetween  IIartf(U-(l  and  Glastonbury,  the 
Wetherstield  line  was  involve<l ;  and  the  committee  in  that  ease  recog- 
nized the  mouth  of  J'ewter  I'ot  Drook  as  the  eastern  extremity  of  AVeth- 
crsficdil's  noi'th  line;  althouuli,  by  tln^  act  nnikine;  Glastoidmry  a  town 
(inOO),  the  i'i\-er  had  been  made  the  bonmlary  line  between  "Wethers- 
field  and  Glastoidairy.  The  j'cason  of  this  will  be  seen  when  we  come 
to  consider  the  east  line. 

In  Deceudier,  17<»'.t,  Wetherslield  voted  that  the  north  line,  from  the 
X.  F.  tree  east  to  the  river  should  be  settle(l.  On  Se])t.  l.'Uh,  I7l.">, 
Wetherstield's  committee,  consisting  of  Px-n jamin  (.'hnrchill  (surveyor), 
Jonathan  IJelding  and  Fdward  Pidkeley — met  with  Hartford's  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Cyprian    .\ichols   and   Thomas   Tlosnier,   and   ran 
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this  line.  In  their  juiiit  rcpnrt  thcv  s:iy  rli;it  they  hogan  at  a  lucrestonc 
at  or  iioar  Pciinywisc  (wIuto  the  ^s.  F.  tree  was)  ;  thi'iicc  liv  the  needle 
(if  the  eimipass  Id  tlic  ri\ci-.     llnunil-niark-  werL-  set  as  fallows  : 

"A  stone  on  the  W.  side  oi  the  ('(.\-e,  hy  Standisho's  Ishmd,  about 
50  rods  from  the  mere  .-tune  where  we  liei^an  ;  also  a  stone  abont  tho 
middle  of  Standishe"s  Jshmd;  a]>i>  a  sicme  nn  tlie  ca.-t  ?ide  of  the  same 
Island;  also  a  stone  at  the  ed^e  dt'  the  IJiver,  nn  tlie  west  siile  of  the 
said  iJiver.'' 

This  comjirehended  hut  a  .-mall  [lart  nt  the  north  line,  hut  it  was 
a  very  important  part.  So  matters  coulinued  until  ,Mareh,  l7-'54-o. 
Wethersfield  ap]>ointed  Serut.  Jnhii  ]iu>.-ell,  Samuel  llnhhins  and  .relin 
Stilhnan  a  eeinmittee  to  join  a  llarttnrd  comiuiTKM',  t<j  settle  that  part 
of  the  "Divident  Line,"  between  the  two  tewir-,  "•vi,'.:  in  that  jiart  he- 
tween  ye  tree  X.  F.  and  ye  nmuth  ><{  I'liter  I'^t  linM.k."'  in  Man-li, 
1747-S,  Col.  Eliznr  Goodrieh,  .Mr.  dohu  Stilhnan  ami  Capt,  Samtird 
Ihitler  \vere  appointed  a  committee  lor  the  >ame  purpose.  What  was 
done  under  these  (•(jnimi»ion>,  if  nnythiiiii',  doe>  not  aj^jiear.  In  17<i7, 
AVethersfield  petitioned  the  General  Goiirt.  appoiutinu'  < 'ol.  Jcihu  Che>ter 
for  that  jjurpost — to  have  the  whole  north  line  x-ttlcl  Ti;  their  petition 
they  ash  for  "^..uie  otlu-r  and  f^.rihv  r  di\  Idim;  lino  man  tlie  cuiciod  one 
from  the  ]S'.  F.  tree  "\V.  to  Farminuton,  and  from  the  month  of  P.  V. 
Brook  cast  to  the  ^Vilderne^s,"  for  the  north  line;  and  some  other  than 
tho  Iviver  for  tho  east.  They  say  that  there  are  hut  two  monuments 
on  the  north  side,  and  these  are  l.l  miles  apart;  al>o,  that  the  Kiver 
has  changed  its  course,  [('ol.  J!(c.  A'  fJ/.s-^'.  j  4:10].  The  Assembly, 
in  1700,  appointed  Ilez.  Huntington,  l)a\id  liurr  and  Samuel  A<lams, 
Ksq.,  "to  describe  a  line,  or  lines,  from  the  X.  F.  tree  to  the  aiicinit 
month  c»f  P.  P.  P>ro()k.  .■i'-  near  as  they  ran  timl  and  discover  the  place 
where  the  same  orifjiiialli/  tras;  and  to  lam  the  >ame  in  ^ueh  particular 
place,  course  and  manner  as  they  shall  think  i-iiiht  tS:  most  cfmvenient.'" 
In  October,  1770,  the  Committee  reported:  "That  they  found,  on  a 
bank,  about  20'j  rods  west  of  the  Great  River,  a  mere-.stoue,  agreed  to  be 
where  the  ancient  X.  F.  tree  stooil  ;  also  that  Wethersfield  and  Hart- 
ford had  agreed  in  171l'-."]  to  run  a  due  ea>t  line,  for  170  rods  from 
sd  mere-stone,  commonly  called  the  Peunywise  line,  where  a  monument 
now  is;  also  that  ])lace  where  the  ancient  ]'.  P.  Ih-ook  was  is  ab()ut 
one  I'od  W.  of  a  bunch  of  willows  ami  o^JS  rods,  on  a  straight  line  (east) 
from  the  east  eml  of  sd  J'ennywise  line;  .  .  .  also,  that  the  sd 
Pennywise  line,  and  a  line  beginning  at  its  cast  end  and  running  east 
28°  S.  33S  rods,  crossing  the  ancirnl  bed  of  the  Itiver  twice,  to  the 
bound  wheiv  P.   P((t   Prook's  month   was — should   he  the  div.   line  be- 
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twccii  Hartford  i^-  Wclhcrsficld.  Tlir  lino,  as  thus  do-crilicd,  was  estab- 
lished by  the  h>gislature.'' 

This  Kcport  is  iinpcirtaiit,  as  showing  that  the  X.  E.  c-onier  of  Wotli- 
ersfield  bounds  was  305  rods  (3;38-|-lT0 — 20;j:^:=00.">)  fmiu  tho  wc-st 
bank  of  the  liiver;  but  little  short  of  a  iiiilc  Tliis  shows  what  great 
changes  had  been  wrought  in  the  course  of  the  Itiver  since  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town. 

East  Line.  'Jlie  eastern  bounds  (as  the  township  was  up  to  1CT2 
when  the  y-niile  extension  was  granted),  were  never  fixed,  notwith- 
standing a  vote  of  Wetlierstield  in  l(ir)S,  to  run  the  X.  and  S.  lines, 
and  a  similar  vote  in  ]CO.j-(!.  When  Wc'thersfleld  was  made  to  extend 
eastward  fi\e  miles  further  than  before,  in  l^TJ,  it  still  remained 
bounded  east  by  the  "Wilderness,"  as  befoi'e;  and  so  continued  uniil 
IGOO,  when  the  pari  east  of  the  IJiver  was  made  a  se])arate  townshij); 
but,  until  the  latter  date,  when  the  Kiver  became  the  dividing  line — 
tho  east  line  of  Wethersfield  was  nevt'r  seltli'd  by  metes  and  bounds. 

Whether  the  stream,  whatever  changes  might  l)e  wrought  in  th(^  jilxmi 
aquae,  was  understood  to  be  and  remain  the  jurisdiction  line,  is  not  cer- 
tain. IJut  these  changes  were  so  great  and  rapid,  westward,  that  seri- 
ous incoiiN  ieiice  boon  resulted  to  the  west  side  lownshi]),  which  has  con- 
tinued to  be  a  sufl'erer  therefrom  ever  since.  It  was  for  this  reason,  that, 
in  1707,  Col.  John  Clu'ster  was  chosen  by  WetluM'stleld  to  petition  the 
General  Assembly  to  "settle"  the  east  line  of  the  town,  and  "'to  prose- 
cute the  affair  to  efl'ect."  That  body,  in  1770,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
settled  tho  north  line — thrf>ugh  the  same  commitree  mentioned  above 
(Huntington,  Burr  aiid  .Vdams),  fixed  the  line  as  follows:  ■"A  line 
di'awn  from  the  said  ancient  P.  Pot  brook's  mouth,  running  S.  19'  E., 
to  tlie  X.  end  of  a  fence  called  .Tosiah  Benton's  fence,  on  Wright's 
Island,  being  near  the  middle  of  the  Ped  wJirrc  (he  Piivev  foDuerly  run, 
and  then  S.  1°  W.,  to  tho  Gr.  Piver  at  the  S.  end  of  sd  Island,  and  the 
sd  River  to  the  S.  bounds  of  sd  Wethersfield  .  .  .  which  line  from 
sd  P.  Pots  brook's  mouth  to  the  S.  end  of  sd  Island,  crosseth  the  Gr. 
River  aforesaid  twice,  and  keejis  in  the  bed  of  sd  River  as  Ihr  same  ran." 
It  was  also  provided  that  private  rights  should  not  be  affected  by  the  new 
lino. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  the  object  of  the  legislature 
was  simply  to  re-establish  the  old  river  line;  consequently,  where  the 
river  had  not  changed  in  its  course,  as  from  below  Wright's  Island  to 
!Middletown  bounds — the  lino  was  not  disturbed.  It  is  also,  remarkable, 
that,  on  the  X.  and  E.  sides  the  jiirisdiction  line  crossed  the  ohl  ri\er 
bod  five  limes;  for  it  was  crossed  once  between  the  X.  E.  stone  (where 
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the  course  of  tlie  stream  \\a>  S.  )  ami  tlio  end  of  "I'dinywi-e  lino/'  where 
the  course  was  funnerU-  X. 

Tlie  next  eliani;e  of  the  K.  lino  was  in  1702,  when,  upon  the  pctitiou 
of  .lames  "\Vrii;lit,  the  principal  nwnor  of  Wriirht's  Island,  that  tract  of 
about  200  acres  (then  nn  Inn-cr,  in  fact,  an  inland  ),  was,  hy  the  legis- 
lature, annexoil  tn  (ilastduliury — ".-(i  far  as  the  said  James  Wright  owns 
said  Island."  'J'lie  etfeet  of  ihi-  .Vet  was  to  make  the  river,  as  it  was 
in  17'.»2,  the  juri-dictitm  line,  in  thai  jxirt  ef  the  stream  opposite  to 
Wright's  Island,  ami  on  the  \V.  side  of  it. 

The  effect  of  these  several  settU-mcnis  df  juri.-dicf i^nal  lines  was  to 
have  ])art  <d"  Wethersticdd  un  the  K.  side  of  the  river  ("ahout  050  acres 
in  INTO)  ;  and,  hehiw  it,  part  nf  CJlasinnhurv  on  the  W.  side;  about  SO 
acres  in  isT".  .Vml  the  land  wa^  "■makini;""  fa-ter  on  the  K.  side,  thi.n 
on  the  west.  Under  these  eircuni-taiu'es  Glastonbury  was  desirous  that 
the  lands  accruinu'  on  that  sidt>  from  year  to  year  miiiht  be  subject  to 
{a.ratiov  in  that  town.  Accordingly  in  1>70.  actinir  mainly  ihrouuh  tlie 
Hon.  Thaddeus  Welles  and  Thomas  II.  ]..  Talcott,  l-]sq..  slic  petitifmed 
the  legislature  to  make  the  river  to  be  the  dividing  line.  "Wet  hers  field, 
very  naturally  opposed  sn.cdi  action,  ami,  through  Wellc>,  Adams  and 
Elislp.  .I,.lo, <,,,,.  K-,  __p,,,,t,..rr.,l  tlic  niatter  i;i  ICTO,  "Tl  and  '"TO, 
successfully.  The  latter  al.-o  brought  suit  in  the  Sujierior  Court,  to  have 
lost  bounds  ax'crtained  and  iild  monument>  restored.  A  committee  of 
tliat  Court  made  re])ort  in  fav^r  .  f  a  cei'tain  line,  by  metes  and  bimnds, 
where  they  found  it  to  have  been  in  1T'.)2.  This  line  was  sati.^factfiry 
to  JxiHi  towns,  so  far  as  indicated  l)y  their  votes  in  town  meeting.  But, 
Wetherstield  in  1ST 4,  a])plying  to  the  legislature  to  have  this  line  estab- 
lished by  a  jxisiiive  enactment,  a  iiew  town  meeting  was  calleil  in  Glas- 
tonbury, which  resulted  in  a  remonstrance  to  Wethersfield's  petition.  A 
bitter  contest  arose,  in  aid  of  which  the  'iobl)y'"  actively  engaged;  and 
as  a  final  result  ( the  legislature  being  evidently  both  tired  and  puzzled) 
— in  I'^T-l  provided: — That  so  much  of  Glastonbury  as  lies  W.  of  the 
center  of  Connecticut  Kiver  be  set  off'  to  the  town  of  Welhersfield  ;  and  so 
much  (if  Wetherstield  as  lies  E.  of  the  center  of  Connecticut  liiver,  and 
S.  of  the  jurisdictional  line  betn-een  Y..  Hartford  ami  Gla.-tonbury,  yiro- 
longvd  to  the  center  of  Connecticut  Iliver,  lie  set  off  to  Glast<inbury  ;  and 
said  Ikiver  shall  hereafter  lie  and  remain  the  boumlary  line  between  said 
towns. 

The  effect  of  this,  was  to  substitute  a  shifting  and  transient  line  for 
one  that  was  fixed  and  stable;  but  at  the  same  time  it  ended,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  a  contn^versy  that  had  become  bitter  and  unprofitable. 
By  this  liiu>  Welhorsjleld  lost  its  territory  K.  of  the  liiver,  so  far  as  the 
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line  \V.  of  Gl:tstiiiil>iii-_v  was  involved  ;  Ijiit  there  is  still  a  tnu-t,  triangular 
ill  sliajjo,  2s.  of  Gla-stoiiljiirv.  in  Iloeoamim — not  far  from  120  acres — 
which  renuiius  in  Wetlur.-tield  t'«\vnshi]i.  K.  Hartford  has,  so  far,  uot 
sought  to  oiitaiii  pii.-so.-sinn  of  this. 

Thk  Town's  Pati;xt  of  lilSo.  This  instnniunt.  similar  in  form  to 
those  granted  t"  other  towns,  and  to  the  ('<ilon_v'>  Charter  from  C'liarloa 
II,  is  dati'd  Frhniarv  17.  ]i;'-.")-(;.  It  is  .-igned  hy  lo.hort  'J'reat,  G<jv- 
cruor,  foi-  the  Govern<n'  and  Company  in  General  Court  as^cmhlod, 
"according  to  a  c<nnmis.-ion  granted  Xi<  them  hy  our  lato  Sovereign  Lord, 
King  Charles  II.  <if  happy  memnry.  in  his  Patent"  {i.  c.  the  Charter 
of  IGOi').  The  grant  i^  to  "Caiit.  Sanniel  Taleott,  Capt.  John  Chester, 
Lieut.  -lamo  Treat.  .Mr.  Samuel  Wolcott.  ^Ir.  John  Doming.  Sen.,  ^Ir. 
Rohert  Weils.  .Mr.  John  Ilnhins.  .Mr.  Jnhn  Uollister,  and  .Mr.  lii.-hard 
Smith,  and  the  re~t  i.f  the  said  jiresent  ])r(iprietors  of  the  township  of 
Wotherstleld,  their  heirs  and  a.-signs  forever."  The  Irnure  was  recited 
to  he  "according  to  His  }klajestie"s  mannour  of  E.  Greenwich,  in  the 
Co.  of  Kent,  in  the  Kingdom  of  England,  in  free  and  common  soccage, 
and  not  in  capUc.  nor  hy  Knight's  servie(\"  This  was  practically  a 
release  froiM  all  r«nt  or  servitude;  for  the  succikjc,  in  this  ca.~e,  was 
a  ''fifth  p"-f  ,,f  all  the  r.are  of  gold  and  siher"  i!.v.i\-ufler  iuined  "in 
lieu  of  ail  rent>,  services,  dueties  and  demands  whatsoever."  'Jdiis  pro- 
portion of  the--e  minei'als  was  the  same  a>  the  Charter  required  the 
Colony  to  render  to  the  ^lother  Couniiy-. 

The  houndavies.  as  set  forth  in  this  Patent,  were  as  follows:  "Xorth 
by  Hartford  hound>,  to  begin  at  a  tree  marked  M.  F.  ;  thence  on  a  west 
line  to  meet  Earmington  bounds,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  Iiiver. 
On  the  cast  side  of  the  liivi-r  it  begins  at  the  inoulli  of  Pewter  Pot 
Brook  &  runs  on  an  East  line  tni  that  .-ide  full  eight  miles  from  the 
Great  Iiiver.  It  abuts  Ea.'^t  on  the  Wilderness,  and  West  on  the  bounds 
of  Farmington,  and  on  the  South  on  ]\Iiddletown  bounds." 

One  of  the  grantees  in  the  Patent,  John  Deming,  Senr.,  was  also  a 
grantee  named  in  the  Great  Charter.  Another,  Capt.  Saiuuel  Taleott, 
was  a  son  of  "The  Worshipful"  John  Taleott.  of  the  Charter;  Lieut. 
James  Treat  was  a  son  of  Kichard  Treat,  also  a  grantee  of  the  Charter; 
Mr.  Samuel  Wolcott  was  a  grandson  oi  ^Ir.  Henry  Wolcott,  of  Wind- 
sor, and  !Mr.  Robert  Welles,  a  grandson  of  Gov.  Thomas  Welles,  both 
Charter  grantees;  although  the  Governor  had  died  before  the  Charter 
was  granted.  Cajtt.  John  Chester  was  a  son  of  Leonard  Chester, 
"Armiger" ;  ^Ir.  John  Pobbins,  probably  a  son  of  John  Robbins, 
"Gentleman,"  one  of  the  earliest  settlers;  ^Ir.  John  Hollist^r,  a  son  of 
i.,ieut.   John  Uollister,   a  settler  of  distinction;   Richard   Smith,   who 
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lived  cast  of  the  Kivcr,  was  a  iiian  of  wcaltli  and  son  of  Samuel  Smith, 
the  "Fcllo\vmoni;cr,"  who  was  one  of  tin;  iminifjrants  from  Watcrtown. 
Tho  Wcthcrsfu'ld  Patent  is  recorded  in  the  Wcth.  Lund  lieconls,  and 
also  in  tlie  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Hartford. 

Landing  Pi.acks —  Shii'-yaimis—  Wjiauvks —  AVaickiiolses —  Fer- 
ries.— The  first  river  landini!,s  were  along  the  bank  now  furniing  the 
southerly  and  easterly  sliore  of  the  Cove.  For  many  years  the  town 
owned  not  oidy  the  beach,  but  the  warehouses,  if  any  there  were  upon  it. 
Thomas  Deming's  (the  first  in  Wethersfield)  ship-yard  was  here. 

It  was  likewise  "voted  [Sept.  2i'd,  KMs]'  that  Tho.  Demon,  Ship 
Carpenter,  should  have  a  lot  upon  the  Coni.m,  by  the  Landing  Place, 
to  build  a  house  on,  or  for  a  worke  yard;  and  Leuiot.  [James]  P.osie 
and  Nath.  Dickinson  was  apointod  set  out  this  lot,  that  it  might  [not 
be  an]  anoiance  to  the  Towne." 

The  first  grant  of  land  here,  of  record,  is  that  of  :\rarch  11th,  1001-2, 
to  :Mr.  Samuel  Welles,  (a  son  of  Gov.  Tho.  Welles),  of  a  piece  of  land 
''upon  the  Conmion,  at  the  Landing  Place,  to  set  up  a  Warehouse,  and 
to  now  other  use  whatsoever."'  .Mr.  Welles  lived  on  the  corner  now  occu- 
pied by  tlie  heirs  of  A\'iiliam  llanmer.  deceased. 

The  town  next,  in  1670-1.  granted  to  :Mr.  John  Chester  ''a  piece  of 
land  by  the  waterside,  to  build  a  wareliouse  upon."  This  was  at  the 
Bame  landing  place.  In  the  same  year,  his  brother,  Stephen,  was  given 
a  piece,  ''of  about  2  or  o  rods  in  l)readtli.  next  unto  his  brother's  land, 
to  build  a  warehouse  upon."  In  1G72,  Steplu-n  Chester  exchanged  this 
piece,  at  the  request  of  the  town,  for  another  '"at  the  northeast  side  of 
that  wch  hee,  the  sd  Chc-ter,  bought  of  Tho.  IIurll)Utt." 

In  December,  1672.  the  town  being  about  to  divide  up  the  land  on  the 
east  side  of  Rocky  Ilill — provided  that :  "five  accors  the  towne  reserves 
for  a  landeing  place."  In  the  agreement  signed  In-  Joseph  Smith,  at  the 
same  time,  wherein  he  was  given  20  acres  of  land  adjoining  thereto — 
it  was  provided  that  :  "ther  sliall  be  five  acres  of  land  left  for  the  public 
use  of  the  towne  in  general!,  or  for  any  of  the  inhabitance  in  prtickuler, 
for  a  comon  landing  place,  or  for  huhling  shipcs,  or  other  vessels." 
This  tract,  which  has  been  used  as  a  shiji-yard,  ferry-way,  landing,  etc., 
now  belongs  to  the  Town  of  Ilocky  ITill. 

In  December,  1GS3,  the  town  gave  .Mr.  Timothy  Hyde  a  piece  of 
land  forty  feet  square,  for  a  vnrchovsc  site,  "below  'Mv.  Stephen  Ches- 
ter's Avarehouse."  In  August,  16S0,  a  piece  "thirty  foot  square,  on  ye 
Comon,  one  ye  bank  of  ye  Great  River,  below  :\Ir.  Stephen  Cliester's 
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■vvarcliouse,"  was  givtn  to  Jost'iili,  son  of  Kcv.  Joscpli  KowlanJson,  for 
a  warehouse. 

In  Dec'cnilKT,  ir,!»l,  the  town  irave  Mr.  Xic-liolas  ^lorocock  '"a  piicc  oi 
land  on  ye  bank  of  _vc  Great  Kivcr,  noar  Mr.  Stcplion  Chester's  ware- 
house, about  f(jui-ty  foot  s(iuaiv,  to  Iniild  a  uarchouse  on."  Also  "liberty 
to  build  a  irharj  in  ye  sd  llivrr,  a^ain.st  his  warohou.^c,  ])ruvidci]  he 
always  leaves  a  convenient  hiiiliway,  for  men,  cattell  or  teams,  to  pass 
between  sd  wharf  «)v:  warehouse;  and  also  that  the  sd  wharf  sliall  be  free 
for  all  the  inliabitants  of  this  town,  fnmi  time  to  time."'  Jn  this  vote 
the  word  '"wharf"  seems  to  occur  for  the  tlrst  time  on  the  records. 

Tlie  subsequent  change  in  the  course  of  the  River  must  have  [)re- 
vented  any  further  occasion  for  wharves  at  this  place,  after  this  time. 
But,  the  ship-yard  (elsewhere  rtferred  to)  was  continued  here  long  after 
the  Cove  had  taken  tlie  place  of  the  liiver  at  this  point. 

^Vhal•L•cs.  See  some  account  of  these  imder  the  title  ''Landing 
Places."  For  many  years  past,  the  only  wharves  at  Wethersfielil  have 
been  situated  uptm  the  we^t  bank  of  the  Tiiver,  east  of  High  Street,  a 
strip  a  few  feet  wide,  of  the  remnant  of  the  Great  [Meadow  at  this  point 
and  a  hiiihway  (now  under  the  River)  intervening.  The  oldest  of  these 
whar. vo  h<i>e  dijcippeared  Iiy  the  enei'oaehmcnt  tliereon  of  tiie  liiver 
bed.  The  present  wliarf,  to  the  .=outh  of  the  ancient  meadow  road  lead- 
ing down  to  the  IJiver.  at  this  point,  was  constructed  by,  and  is  the 
property  of  the  AVetherslield  ^Vharf  Co.,  a  corporation  organized  in 
18G0.  The  wharves  which  preceded  it,  to  the  north  a  few  rods,  were 
private  property. 

Xo  wharves  existed  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  in  Wethersfield 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Town  of  Glastonbury.  At  Rocky  Hill, 
wharves  have  long  been  in  existence,  as  private  property,  upon  the 
public  landing  places. 

What  caused  these  nnirkcd  changes,  which  have  been  wrought  in  the 
river's  course  since  AVethersfield"s  tirst  settlement,  it  is  not  easy  to  say. 
But,  we  can  understand,  that  at  the  turn  mentioned  as  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  State  Prison  ("The  Cove"),  the  stream  encountered  the 
bed  of  red  sandstone  shale  underlying  the  meadow  soil  there  and  now 
known  as  "The  Rocks,"'  an  obstruction  sufficiently  potent  to  hinder  it 
from  cutting  acmss  southeasterly.  The  other  bends  have  simply 
above  Rocky  Hill  Perry  than  now. 

^Varchouscs.  This  was  the  name  \\hich  the  town  gave  to  what  would 
now  be  called  storehouses,  by  tlie  water-side.  A  list  of  such  is  given 
under  the  title  "Landing  Places."  For  copies  of  these  grants  for 
Ship-yards — Landings — Wharves — Warehouses  see  Appendix  IX. 
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Ferries.  It  is  inipDssiblc  to  Hx  tlic  dntr  ;it  wliicli  tlir  lirst  Ferry  at 
.  VVctliersfickl  was  cstahlislied.  'riicrc  was  iiiHlnulitcdly  ocrasiunal  tran- 
portr.fioii  of  cattli'  and  teams  at  tliis  point  very  soon  after  10 lU;  but 
rafts  may  have  hccu  used  for  that  jjurpose,  or  much  of  the  crossing-  may 
have  been  on  tlie  ico.  It  is  eortaiu  that  irrcat  oars,  or,  teclniirallx  speak- 
ing, s\vooi)S,  were  instruments  of  proi)ulsion.  l*robably  i)irogues,  or.  as 
they  were  eommonly  called — "periauiicrs,"  (moved  by  wind),  weri"  in 
use  liere,  as  thry  certainly  were  t'l>ewhere^  'I'he  la>I  ferrylmal  in 
Wethersfield  (Old  Society),  was  pi-opellcd  by  haiid-power;  a  wire,  lying 
across  the  bed  uf  the  Jtiver,  and  made  fast  at  each  end,  being  used  to 
pull  the  boat  from  side  to  side.  The  only  ferryboat  now  in  use  (in 
what  is  now  ]{ocky  Hill),  is  propelled  by  steam;  but  a  few  years  ago. 
the  motive  ]iower  was  horses;  they  opeiMting  on  the  treail-mill  principle. 
Horsepower  was  first  authorized,  by  Statute,  in  1  >:].").  The  ])lac(>  of  the 
first  ferry  seems  t(j  have  be<>n  at,  or  very  near.  th(>  site  of  the  now  dis- 
continued Pratt's  ferry.  Ilichard  Smith.  .Jr..  is  the  lirst  ferryman 
mentioned  in  Wcthersrield  records.  In  February,  1C)7:M,  Itit'hard 
Smith,  Jr.,  was  a\ithoriz(Ml  by  the  town:  "to  keepe  a  Ferry  oner  the 
Great  liiver,  in  New  London  road;  and  to  give  entei-tainment  to  stran- 
gers and  traveller.^  in  the  same  road,  as  occasion  may  serve." — W  .  7'.  ^  . 

I.  p.  111. 

There  were  tliree  Kichard  Smiths  in  AVethersfield  at  this  time;  and 
much  confusion  exists  as  to  the  separate  identification  of  them.  Ftichard 
Smith,  Jr.,  the  fenyman  and  tavei'u  keejier  in  (piolion,  was  the  liichard 
Smith  from  Pequett  (New  London);  the  "weaver,"  as  Wetherstield 
records  call  him.  The  latter  came  to  Wcthersfiehl,  about  lO.lC.,  ])robably. 
as  he  was  admitted  an  "iidiabitant"  of  Wethersfield  in  February,  Ki.'iC-T. 
Richard  Smith,  Sen.,  was  in  Wethersfield  some  years  earlier,  as  he  )uid 
a  house  and  sliop  there  in  lG-1'.).  This  Smith  ferry,  afterwards  became 
known  as  Pratt's  Ferry. 

The  first  ferry  may  have  been  run  by  Lieut.  John  Ilollister,  who 
owned  one  of  the  lots  traversed  by  the  Xew  London  road  for  several 
years  subsequent  to  1044;  or  by  .Air.  Richard  Treat,  who  owned  another 
of  the  lots  for  years  siihsequcnt  to  1041.  Both  these  gentlemen  were 
energetic,  and  possessed  of  abundant  means. 

In  Januarv,  10.")0,  a  highway  was  established  from  Rocky  Hill  '•> 
^'Nayog  Farmes,"  now  South  Glastonhiiry ;  hut  it  is  not  likely  that  a 
ferry  between  the  two  places  existed  at  this  early  date. 

In  October,  1712,  Richard  Keney.  of  Hartford,  was  granted  tlie 
ri^-ht  to  keep  a  ferry  "at,  or  near,  the  hounds  between  Hartford  and 
Wcathersfield."     This  is  the  first  mention  of  Keney's  ferry,  which  we 
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shall  refer  to  further  r-n.  lie  rcmovr-d  from  this  almut  1717 — suecreded 
by  Lcnoni  niiJ  'J'iiii!>t]iy  Smith. 

In  1722,  Kiehard  Smith,  of  Gla?ionbury.  iiifonaed  the  General  As- 
scinhly  that  he  had  kepi  Smith'?  ferrv,  at  the  north  part  of  Glaston- 
bury, for  maiiv  year-;  and  that  a  iK-iirhh-r  was  seeking  to  e?talili.-h  a 
rival  ferry,  to  hi.i  (Smith's;  injury,  (me-hall  mile  further  north.  Who 
that  "neighbor"  was  may  Ix-  inferred  fr.'in  a  eertiricate  of  the  Wethers- 
field  Seleetmcn,  to  the  eftVet  that  llt-n^ni  mid  TiiiiMthy  Smith  had  a 
good  ferryhuat.  •"well  fitted  with  oar^":  and  tliar  thoy  desired  to  keep 
a  ferry  "in  the  most  eonvt'iiient  jdace  in  all  tlie  Town,"  where  others 
have  kept  one,  "for  many  years'  time."  It  is  prohahle  that  two  ferries 
were  kept  running  for  some  years;  hut.  in  ]70t>.  Tlio.  Sparks  is  called 
the  keeper  of  "the  Ferry  at  Glastenlniry." 

In  May,  1724,  Jonathan  Smith,  of  Koeky  Hill,  was  authorized  by 
the  General  Assembly  to  "set  up  a  Ferry  across  Connecticut  Kiver'' 
at  that  point.  This  is  the  first  mention  I  rind  of  tlie  southernmost  ferry 
at  Wethersfiehl.  In  172n,  he  had  become  too  old  to  manage  it  longer, 
and,  at  his  request,  the  franchise  was  conferred  u])on  his  son,  Xatlian. 
In  iCay,  1734,  !Xathan  Smith  being  dead,  Ilezekiah  Grimes  was  chosen 
fer:-v:r..;n.     Daniel  Clark  wanted,  but  did  not  .M.iain  the  grant. 

In  31ay,  1743,  Manoali  Smith  was  (U'.-lared.  by  the  (nneral  A:>-eml)ly, 
to  be  the  lawful  keeper  of  the  ferry  lietvceen  Glastonbury  and  Wetliers- 
field.  I  suppose  this  to  be  the  same  which,  in  174(5  and  174S,  was 
called  "Smith's"  ferry:  when  new  rates  of  toil  -were  established.  Ma- 
noah's  father,  IJenjamin,  and  his  grandfather,  Eichard,  ran  the  same 
ferry. 

Timothy  Smith  was  granted  a  ferry,  "at.  or  near,  the  sotithern  end 
of  Hartford,"  in  174.5;  which  continueil  for  siiine  years.  I  suppose 
this  to  have  been  in  Wetherstield  and  llocoanuin.  It  is  jn-obably  the 
same  ferry  which,  in  October,  1712.  and  in  ^fay.  17-j7,  the  General 
Assembly  called  "Keeney's,"  in  Hartford.  For  in  Mav,  17o3,  Samuel 
Buck,  of  Wetherstield,  was  the  Keejier  of  "Keeney's"  ferry  near  the 
north  end  of  the  Town.  Buck  lived  at  the  north  end  of  High  Street; 
and  at  this  date  the  General  Assembly  allowed  him  to  discontinue 
''Keeney'b'  ferry,  and  estalilish  another  "about  a  mile  above  the  said 
Keeney's,  and  near  the  house  of  the  said  Samuel  r.uck."  It  was  from 
its  proximity  to  Keeney's  ferry  that  "Keeney's  Cove,"  opposite  Wethers- 
fiekl,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Biver,  took  it?  name. 

In  May,  1754,  Kiehard  and  Jeduthan  Stnith  were  ajipointed  keepers 
of  "Smith's  ferry.  In  'Mny.  1702,  Daniel  Pratt,  of  Glastonbury,  com- 
plained  that   these   Smiths  had,   without   his  knowledge,   obtained   the 
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riglit  to  run  this  ferry,  nntwittibtaniling  that  he  Imd  Iniilt  a  ferry -liousc, 
"there  being  no  other  near  said  ferry,"  and  that  he,  instead  of  the 
Smitlis  should  have  the  exclusive  right  to  manage  it.  The  General 
Assend>ly  dcoided  in  I'ratt's  favor;  and  hence  aruse  the  name  "Pratt's 
Ferry." ' 

In  Jannary,  1774,  the  Sclcclnion  >>{  Wctliersfu'ld  v.ore  granted  con- 
trol of  the  ferry  "at  the  head  of  Jligh  street,"  lately  tended  by  Abraham 
Butler.  In  1785,  a  town  vote  refers  to  a  then  proposed  highway  in  the 
Great  Meadow,  along  the  JIi\'er"s  bank — as  ext(»nding  from  Capt.  Burn- 
ham's  "to  Draper's  ferry."  This  must  have  been  a  name  tenipiirarily 
given  to  Pratt's  ferry;  or  to  one  very  close  to  it. 

In  17S3,  as  ajipears  from  the  Statues  of  that  year,  ferryboats  were 
required  to  be  operated  by  '"suitable  oars" ;  which  1  suppose  to  have  been 
what  are  technically  called  '•sweejis."  At  this  time  three  ferries  at 
Wethersiield  were  recogni/.ed  by  law.  One  of  these  was  called  the 
"Rocky  Hill"  ferry;  another,  "Glastonbury";  the  third,  "Keney's." 
Glastonbury  ferry  was  the  old  Smith's,  afterward  Pratt's;  while 
Keney's,  the  most  northerly,  was  near  the  present  steamboat  landing, 
and  connected  with  the  road  acros,s  Keney's  Cove.  All  these  ferries 
continued  for  many  years;  but,  from  the  fact  that  the  fare  at  J''i-att'3 
was  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  than  at  either  "f  the  --.tlx^vc  n,y\  from  ether 
indications — it  is  inferred  that  most  of  the  travel  was  by  this  ferry. 
In  1792,  Manoah  and  David  Pratt  were  appointed  its  keepers. 

All  these  ferries  are  mentioned  in  the  Statutes  as  late  as  the  Revision 
of  18GG;  but  it  is  well  known  that  both  Pratt's  and  Keney's  liad  been 
abandoned  many  years  before ;  probably  Keney's  first.  In  1S47,  upon 
the  petition  of  Lemuel  Humphrey  and  othei-s,  Keney's,  notliwith- 
standing  a  vigorous  opposition  from  both  Glastonbury  and  Wethers- 
field,  was  re-established.  The  boat  was  pulled  across  by  the  wire-system 
mentioned  above.  After  a  few  years  it  was  again  abandoned,  and  has 
not  been  revived. 


CirAPTER    TIT. 

Church  Beginnings— Church  Disscnaions — Consequent  Secessions  and 
Emigrations  From  Wctlicrs field. 

[I3v  yiiKRMAN  \V.  Adams,  Esq.] 

CHUliClI  Ekcin.mnu.s.— The  setllnurnt  of  Wethersfield  differed 
fnun  tliat  of  its  sister  towns,  Jlartford  and  Windsor,  in  this  re- 
spect, that  nnlike  theirs,  it  was  not  made  by  a  church  organization  com- 
ing hither  frcmi  Ma.-saehusctls,  nnder  its  i)a>tor  and  church  ofriccrs.  Tu 
this  case,  wliile  there  were  a  number  of  the  Wetliersfiehl  settU-rs  (perhajjs 
a  majority)  wlio  were  inendters  of  Rev.  .\fr.  Phillip's  church  at  Water- 
town,  there  was,  pro))erly  and  legally  speaking,  no  cJiurcJi  of  Christ, 
and  no  rhiircli  parisJi  in  the  i)lantation  fur  over  a  year  after  its  first  set- 
tlement. When  it  was  formed  in  the  Spring  of  lODO,  it  was  through  the 
action  of  six  men,  nuMuhers  of  the  Watertrnvn  (Mass.)  church,  from 
wliich,  however,  they  had,  up  to  this  lime,  reciMvcd  no  fui-mal  dismis- 
sion. As  soon.  lU'ohahly,  as  the  exigencies  :>'"'  'ji'res  of  effecting  a  new 
scttlci..^..;  p,iiiiii(cd,  tliesc  six  men,  mindful  of  the  tluty  incumbent 
upon  them  in  this  respect,  seem  tn  have  sought  from  the  Commission 
then  governing  the  Connecticut  "idantations,"'  the  privilege  of  forming  a 
church  in  Wethersfield.  This  permission  was  formally  granted,  and 
the  names  nf  the  inten<ling  church  members  given,  by  the  Court,  at  its 
session  at  Xewtown  (Ilarlfordj  A]>ril  LMitli,  IGoO,  as  follows:  ''Where- 
as, there  was  a  dismission  granted  by  the  C  [hurch]  of  Watertown  in 
the  ^lassachusetts,  dated  20  ]\I[archJ  last  to  Andrew  Warde,  do.  Sher- 
man, Jo.  Strickland,  Rob'tc  Coo  [Coc],  Itob'tc  Ileynolds  >Jc  Jonas  Wecde, 
w'*"  intent  to  forme  anewc  in  a  Church  Covennte  in  this  River  of  Cou- 
ncticott,  the  sadc  p''ties  have  soe  accordingly  done  with  the  publick  allow- 
ance of  the  rcste  of  the  members  of  the  saidc  Churches,  as  by  certificate 
now  p''duced  ajip".  Tt  is,  therefore,  in  this  p''sent  Court  ratified  &  con- 
firmed, they  p'"missing  shortlie  piiblicfjindy  to  renew  the  [saide]  cov- 
ennte upon  notice  to  the  rest  of  the  Churches." 

It  seems  most  strange  to  us,  tliat  of  all  the  early  settlers  of  tlie  town, 
some  should  not  have  joined  the  nucleus  of  a  church  thus  formed,  either 
by  letter  from  the  Watertown  church,  of  which  they  were  members, 
or  upon  confession.  Rut,  that  they  did  not,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  Wiiithrop,  writing  three  years  later,  in  the  summer  of  10.39,  spe- 
cifically mentions  its  membership  as  then  being  but  seven;  and  that  even 
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that  little  liandfnl  wcvr  dividi-il  iuiiongst  tliciiisclvos.  Tlii>  srrrnfJi 
member  may  have  ln'cii  tlio  ]lvv.  Kiclianl  Denton,  who  came  frmii  WatrT- 
to\n),  ^Ias<.,  in  1C."]>.  The  total  ah-eneo  of  any  ehurch  records  during 
the  tirst  sixty-two  years  of  its  existence  leaves  us  in  complete  ignorance 
of  Wetherstiehrs  religious  liistory  during  that  jieriod,  except  what  can 
be  scantily  gleaned  frnni  the  town  votes  ( sinci>  lUiT);  the  Cnlunial 
liecovds,  and  incidenral  mention  in  the  works  of  the  early  Now  Kiiglan<l 
historians.  ISo  we  know  not  who  niini.-tered  to  tin-  little  lloek  ;  only  thai 
of  its  "charter  memlier?hip/"  so  to  speak,  the  liev.  John  Sherman  and 
the  licv.  Hiehanl  J)enton  were  ministers  of  the  Gus])eh  and  were  jiroli- 
ahly  the  tirst  to  coiuluct  ]iuhlic  services  an<l  divine  otHces  in  Wetherstield. 
If  so,  the  feeble  church  must  have  been  fed  with  good  spiritual  fo(jd  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  thai  day,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  abilities 
of  these  men,  which  has  come  ijown  to  us  from  blather  and  others. 
I\ev.  Henry  Smith  was  here,  al-o,  j-icrhaiis  as  soon  as  Denton.  Sui'cly, 
there  were  mini>ters  enough  in  Wetherstield.  perhaps  (  is  it  charitable 
to  suggest  it  ()  too  iiiaui/.  Perha]is,  the  fault  lay  not  wiili  the  (dergy 
at  all.  For,  Clement  Cha])lin,  the  proud  and  wealthy  '■Ruling  Pllder,"' 
had  settled  here  in  lOof) — of  wIk.iu  we  shall  have  more  to  >ay  anon 
— in  connecfi.iu  witli  ^V(•tl)l■r-n^■ld\  tirst  .vrftird  iia-tor,  lo-v.  llt-nry 
Smith. 

CiiUKCii  Dissf.NsioNs. — Whatever  the  origin,  or  the  ax  tin  us  of  the 
trouble,  we  find  Winthrop.  of  Plymouth,  jotting  down  in  hi-  -Journal, 
I.  pp.  3GT,  3GS,  in  the  summer  of  lOoO,  that: 

"The  rent  at  Connecticut  grew  greater,  notwithstanding  the  great 
pains  which  had  been  taken  for  healing  it ;  so  as  the  church  of  Wethers- 
field  itself  was  not  only  divided  from  the  rest  of  the  town,  etc., 
[the  matter  had  evidently  grown  lieyond  the  bounds  of  a  mere  ehurch 
quarrel],  but,  of  thosr  srvcn  irhirli  ircrr  (lie  church,  four  fell  otf :  so 
that  it  was  conceived,  that  thereby  the  church  was  dissolved,  which 
occasioned  the  church  of  AVateitown  here  [/.  c,  in  IMass.]  (which  divers 
of  their  members  there,  not  yet  dismissed)  to  send  two  of  their  church 
to  look  after  their  members,  and  to  take  order  with  them.  Put  the 
contention  and  alienation  of  minds  were  such,  as  they  could  not  bring 
them  to  any  other  accord  than  this,  that  the  one  party  must  remove  to 
some  other  ]ilacc,  which  they  l)oth  consented  tn,  but  still  the  ditfieidty 
remained;  for  those  three,  who  pretended  themselves  to  be  the  church, 
pleaded  that  jirivilege  ior  their  stay,  and  the  others  alleged  their  mul- 
titude, etc.,  so  as  neither  woidd  give  place,  whereby  it  seemed,  that 
either  they  minded  not  the  example  of  Abraham's  offer  to  Lot,  or  else 
they  wanted  Abraham's  sj.irit  <  f  peace  and  love." 


CHURCH     SKSSIONS    AND     KMKiKATIONS.  '37 

"This  controversy  liaving  oiilled  in  ^Ir.  Davenport  and  otliors  of 
Quilipiack  [iS'cw  Haven],  for  mediation,  and  they  not  according-  with 
those  of  Connecticnt,  almiil  the  case,  ^avc  advantage  t«»  Satan  to  sow 
some  seeds  of  conteutioii  iHtwcen  tlmsc  idantations  al:><>;  but,  being 
godly  and  wise  men  on  both  parts,  things  were  easily  reconciled."  (See 
also  Trumbull's  Ilist.  Coini.  I.,  li'U.j 

CONSKQI'KNT  SkcKSSIO.NS  AXli  K.\II(!  liATIONS   FKO.M   WkTIIKKSKJKM). 

As  hunmn  natnre  is  constituted,  clmrch  quarrels  mii-r  needs  be — and 
this  was  evidently — a  \cry  ])rctty  sample  of  the  kind.  It  was  settled,  in 
the  only  way  wliii'h  it  eould  ever  have  been  settled  ;  and  in  a  way,  which 
of  itself,  was  of  iinniensc  beneiil  to  the  rest  of  the  Colony  at  large — 
by  secessions  whieh  found  (it  is  to  be  hoped)  quiet  homes  in  other 
and  distant  parts  of  the  country.  These  emigrations  were,  probably, 
mainly  due  to  thi-ee  causes,  ///.s/  to  that  restlessness  and  desire  to  iind 
"farther  fields  afresh,"  wliirli  always  seems  most  pronounced  //(  new 
settlements;  sccoiKUy,  to  a  desire  to  got  away  from  the  strife  and 
bickerings  about  the  church  (luestion,  whatever  it  was.  whieh  was  making 
their  present  home  uncomfortable;  iJiird,  pei'liaps,  because  some  of 
them  f(U'i'saw,  from  tlu^  incoming  wave  iif  immigration,  tliat  they  would 
soon  be,  il  they  were  not  already,  straitened  f..v  r.",i.i  f,,i-  tl'eni-"lvos 
■ — and  so  there  connnenced  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  KJ.'JO,  a  series  of 
emigrations,  which  soon  caused  the  wilderness  of  Connecticut  to  bud 
and  blossom  from  new  tendrils  ])ut  forth  from  the  old  vines,  but  shortly 
before  transplanted  fniui  Ohl  England. 

[There  is  evidence,  also,  that  thus  early,  Wetherstield  men  contem- 
plated settlements  at  Uncoa  (Fairfield)  and  Tunxis,  otherwise  called 
Unxns  Scpus  (Farmington).  The  General  Court,  in  October  of  that 
year,  had  censured  Ivoger  Fudlow  of  Wiiulsor  for  "taking  uj)  lands" 
at  Uncoa  (Fairfield,)  and  its  disai)proval  of  his  doings  was  the  i-esult 
of  a  complaint  addressed  to  it  by  "'our  ncighboi's  of  Wethersfield." 
Ludlow's  right  was  to  lands  at  Pcquannock  (lU'ar  Bridgeiiort),  and  he 
had  ventured  to  pass  beyund.  to  the  adjoining  section,  of  Uncoa. 
He  belonged,  at  that  time,  to  Windsor,  ami  his  findings  in  the  Uncoa 
region  had,  undoubtedly,  awakened  the  desires  of  some  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  as  well  as  of  some  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  men.  There 
was,  as  we  know  from  the  history  of  Windsor  (Stiles'  Windsor, 
I,  75),  just  at  that  time,  a  very  considerable  '"boom"  (as  we 
should  now  term  it)  in  real  estate  in  that  town,  which  un- 
doubtedly had  spread  to  all  of  the  "three  liivcr  Towns."  A  number 
of  new  arrivals,  in  IGOO,  ami  rumors  were  rife  of  still  larger  accessions 
gave  the  prices  of  lands,  e.-pecially  of  tho.-f;  which  were  in  or  near  the 
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settlements  and  ''iinpnn-cd/'  a  (Iceidcdly  upward  turn.  As  a  conse- 
quenec,  there  was  a  marked  imi)ulse  towards  emigration,  west  and 
mostly  southward,  from  the  river  towns.  Ludlow  and  a  few  friends 
finally  made  their  scttlenu'Ut  at  Tneoa.  The  General  Cuurt  appointed 
a  conunittee  of  two  from  each  of  the  three  towns,  to  view  the  country 
and  report  their  conclusions — the  members  of  this  c<jmmittec  from 
WetlHi^HcM  were  Koliert  luise  and  James  Eoosey.'  But  when  Tunxis,^ 
later,  was  set  lied  ;iiid  hccamc  the  Township  (jf  Farmini,^ton,  the  pioneers 
were  mostly  from  Hartford  and  Windsor. — //.  11.  »S'.] 

Mllford. — 'JV)  Wepowaug,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  IGuO.  an 
emigration  ensueil.  Wctlierstield  people  traversed  the  pathless  wilder- 
ness and  rested  upon  the  banks  of  its  river,  upon  land  that  had 
previously  hecm  deeded,  by  Ansantawae  and  other  Indians,  to 
^A'illiam  Fowler  and  four  other  gentlemen  of  the  Quinnipiack  ])lanta- 
tion.  Jlere  and  now  was  begun  the  settlement  which,  in  101^2,  possibly 
earlier,  came  to  be  known  as  Milfonl.  A  roll  of  the  "Free  Planters'' 
of  that  settlement,  dated  Xovember  20rh,  1  <;;;;<),  contains  the  names 
— among  others — of  the  following  Wethersfield  immiiz'rants  : 
Eev.  Teter  Prudden  (i)astor)  Ifichard  .Miles  {Mills) 

John  Fletchei  John  Sherman  ^^uev.) 

George  ]lubbard  Thomas  Tajjjiing  (Toppiiuj) 

Tliojuas  rtiord  (T//;'/)  Sen.  Robert  Treat 

On  the  same  roll  occur  the  names  of  -Tonx  Hocjkus,  possibly  a  son 
of  William  iJogers,  of  Wetherstlehl.  Jonx  Fowler  is.  by  some,  sup- 
posed to  have  g<^nc  from  "Wethen^iehl,  but  of  this  we  are  not  certain. 


'Note. — "Jan.  10.  1039,  Mr.  Govcrne"'  informed  the  Court  th.it  the  occasion 
of  calling  them  together  alt  tliis  tym  was  about  the  importunity  of  o'  neigh- 
bo"  of  Wethersfield,  who  desired  to  have  some  answere  to  their  request 
concerning  Uncoa.  and  therevjion  he  related  that  hiinselfe  with  Mr.  Wells,  according 
to  the  order  of  the  Co\irt,  went  tliithcr,  and  took  a  view  of  what  had  been  done  by 
Mr.  Liidlowe  there,  and  vppon  due  consideration  of  the  same  they  have  thought  fitt 
vppon  Mr.  Liidlowe's  consenting  to  the  te.Trines  jjropoundcd  by  them,  to  confirm  the 
same."   (Coim.  Col.  L'ec.  I.,  41.) 

"It  is  ordered,  both  for  the  satisfaction  of  these  of  lltfd.  &.  Windsore,  who  forra- 
erlj-  moovcil  the  Court  for  some  inlayment  of  accommodation  and  also  for  o''  neiglibo" 
of  Wethersfield,  who  desire  a  plantation  there,  that  !Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Hill,  Tliomas 
Scott,  William  Gibons,  Robert  Rose  and  .Tames  Boosey  shall  as  soon  as  with  any 
convcnicncy  nuiy  be,  view  tliese  parts  by  Tunxus  Sepus  w"'  may  be  suitable  for 
those  purj)Oses  and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the  Court,  wch  is  adjourned  to 
that  end  to  the  20th  of  Fcbr  atte  10  of  the  clocko  in  the  morning."  {Conn.  C'A  Rec. 
I.,  pp.  41,  42,  52.) 

"Or,  Tu)i.ris-Scpu.^ — Spelled  (probably  it?  full  form  of  pronunciation) 
Tti7ick.iia.iii pane,  in  description,  of  his.  of  James  Cole. — Feb.,  1030,  HtfJ.  Town  Rcc, 
I.,  201.    It  seems  to  have  been  the  Indian  name  of  Farmington. 


EMKiRATION    TO    MILKORI>.  ^39 

These  pioneers  were  sliortlv  afterwanl  l"i>llinve<l  Ly  IvOgkk  Pi:ichakd 
(or  "Priirintt").  Fkancis  Xoktox,  John  Elskx  (or  Ellison,  soine- 
tiiiies  Alscn).  ami.  pri"il>a!i]y.  Tdnatjiax  Law,  afterwards  Governor  of 
tlie  CoViny.  We  can  v.'A.  in  this  place.  i:ive  any  extended  notice  of 
these  gentkiiiLii.  Lnt  must  refer  our  readers  to  our  Genealogies  in 
Vol.  II. 

!Mr.  Pi:riiM:x.  who  now  became  paster  of  the  ^lilfin-d  flock,  was 
born  at  Edgi'.n.  Yorkshire,  in  1001:  eilucated  fi>r  the  mini>try  and 
ordained  in  England  :  and  preached  a  v.hile  in  Yorkshire  and  Hert- 
fordshire, liefure  e"nniiL'  T^  :his  country.  July,  20,  li;.']7.  lie  was 
a  briither-iu-law  <>{  Jnlm  ]^:.f:ers.  whose  sister  Joanna,  he  had  married; 
arrived  at  Lustcn.  i  July.  1007,  fnan  whence,  in  ]\Iarch,  IGOS,  he 
sailed  fi'r  IXew  IlavMi.  lie  never  had  any  landc-d  interest  in  Wethers- 
field.  Indcid,  he  may  he  said  w  have  been  rather  an  inhabitant  of 
Quinni])iack  than  Wetlier-neld.  fur  he  went  to  the  former  plantation, 
from  IJostnii.  in  lOGi-.  He  preached  in  Xew  Haven,  at  times;  in 
IGOO.  he  seems  to  have  been  an  assistant  to  IJev.  "Mr.  Davenport,  he 
being  then  ali'>ut  thiriy-aine  years  of  age,  while  ^Ir.  I),  was  three  or 
four  years  his  senior.  He  v.as  installed  at  ]\Iilford,  April  IS,  10-10, 
and  f'i'^'l  there.  July.  lO.'i'".  Cotton  Ma'hcr  d"-"ribes  him  as  "an 
example  oi  piety.  I'-ravity,  anU  bcuiing  zeal  against  tiie  growing  evils  of 
the  times,  yet  possessed  of  a  singular  faculty  to  sweeten,  compose  and 
qmilifv  exasperated  sjdrits.  and  to  stop  or  heal  all  contentions.  His 
death  was  felt  by  the  C^l-ny.  as  the  fall  of  a  ])illar.  which  made  the 

wliole  fabric  shake."     His  v.id'.w  m.   (2)  Willcts,  possibly 

the   first    Mayor   of   Xev.-   Y'^rk   City;   m.    (3)    Rev.    John    Jjishop   of 
Stamf(_a-d,  where  she  died,  lOSl. 

TJev.  Jonx  SiiER>rAX.  with  his  brother,  Samuel,  and  his  father, 
Emioxn  (or  Edward)  liad  been  householders  in  Wethersfield.  They 
])r<ibab]y  came  fr<:im  Water:':'V."n.  ^lass..  together,  and  with  them  '"Capt." 
Jonx  SHER>fAX,  a  crru-in  of  Kev.  Jonx.  At  T^lilford,  he  was  chosen 
"teacher"  to  'Sir.  Prudden's  eliurch,  being  at  that  time  but  twenty-six 
vears  of  age;  but  <leclincd.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity and  came  from  Dedham,  England,  where  ho  was  born 
December  20.  lOl.O.  At  Wa-ertown,  he  had  been  an  assistant 
of  Mr.  Phillips,  the  pastnr  there.  His  learning  and  eloquence 
led  to  his  recall  from  IMilford  to  Watertown ;  and  upon  ]Mr.  Phillips' 
death,  in  1044.  he  became  his  successor.  If  the  verbose  and  some- 
times inaccurate  Cotton  Mather  is  to  be  believed,  he  was  the  father 
(by  two   wives)    of  twenty-six  children.      He   died   S    August,    1G85. 
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^fatlicr's  lines,  tlic  l.atiii  of  wliicli   is  siuoutlily  rt'udoroil  l>y  Kubinsoii, 
arc  as  follows: 

"  In   SliciuKiirs  Idwly   ti'iiih  ;nx'  lain 
"J'lic  heart  nf  Paul  and  luieliJ's  brain."' 

Senator  .Tolin  Slieinian  and  (Jen.  Williaju  T.  Sherniau  arc  among 
his  deseendants,  and  linn.  lji>ii-er  Sliernian.  one  of  ( 'onnectiom's  i^reat 
men,  was  deseendeil  from  Caiit.   .lolin  Slici-uian. 

Xow  Haven  .-liare.>,  uilh  Wrihcrsfield.  rlie  dislim-rion  of  having 
founded  the  ](Iantalion  at   Wejiowaug — Mi/fanL 

New  llarcii,  or  as  it  was  known  prior  I0  liUO,  Qninnipiack,  or 
Quillipiaok,  was  heiinin  in  Ki.'jS;  and  to  its  original  settlers  AVetliers- 
ficld  contrihnted  : 

Iviout.  liohert  Seeley  John  Gihhs 

John  Evans,  Gentleman  liiehard  Gildersleevc 

Abraham  Dell,  ami  perhajis  his  son  John  Livei-nioro 

Francis  Ecll  liiehard   Mills  {M l!rs) 
John  Clarke 

GlJUiS,  Gi' T,i.:i.v]  ].;].;vi:  aiid  Livi;i;.M(ii;i:  ha<l  Im-cu  mi-iiliors  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  on  uio  west  snie  of  High  Street;  Skki.kv  lived  on  (he  east 
side  of  ]!road  Street;  .Mii.i^s  on  the  north  side  of  Samly  Lane;  r)i;i.i, 
and  EvAx.s  were  neiiililiors  nu  Hell  Lane,  as  it  was  then  ealled.  With 
the  exception  of  Dell,  l-Ivans  and  Se(dcy,  it  is  probalile  that  these 
persons  remo^"ed  to  New  IIa\cn  later  than  I'l-'Js  ;  some  as  late  as  1G40-1.' 

GvUfurd. — Of  the  original  settlers  at  ^lennunkatnek,  in  IG'50, 
named  Gnilford  in  in4:!,  it  is  not  certain  thar  any  were  from  Weth- 
ersfield.  In  its  li>t  of  forty  planters,  we  recognize  no  Wetherstiekl 
names.  John  Eowlcr  is  said  to  have  been  from  Wetliersfield,  but  he 
first  arrived  in  Gnilford  in  I'MS,  and  was  then  from  .\rilford.-  Gi;or,GE 
HruBAUO,  of  Gnilford  in  l('>b*^,  and  thereafter,  fr<im  ^Milford,  where 
he  had  gone  from  ^Velhersliehl  in  IC.:;',),  leaving  his  sons  John  and 
Samuel  in  Wcthersficld.  .\ndrew  Ward,  who  died  in  Guilford  in 
1G91,  was  a  son  of  Andrew,  the  Wcthersficld  and  Stamford  settler, 
but  he  lived  in  Killingworth  before  going  to  Guilford.  1'homas  Gris- 
wold,  of  Wetherstield,  did  not  remove  to  Gnilford  until  lO'.tj.'  Edward 
iicnton,  1G51,  and  John  Graves,  1G5T-S,  could  hardly  have  been  the 


'Reciprocally,  \\'ctlii'rsrKl(!  roL-M  from  Xew  [lavon  several  important  accessions  in 
the  person  of  Sgi.  llidianl  Bockley. — Elcazcr  Kimljerly.  tlic  Secretary,  s.nn  of 
Thomas  of  Now  Haven,  etc. 

'Ralph  Smith's  //ii7.  GiiilforJ.     S.  \V.  A.  Douhts  this. 
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persons  l.cariiii;  the  saiiic  iiaiiics  in  WcllicrsticM,  luil  llu-y  may  have 
been  of  Wctlicr.-ticld  orii^in.  Sc,  jvis^ihly,  w.to  Uichard  Gooilrieh, 
1G;31I;   Jicnjaniin   Wridit,    KUC;   Tlmnias    l;<'tt>,    KM'.';   llichanl   I'.ris- 

tow,  lor.o. 

Slnilfonl—'rn  Cnplica-  and  Pcinoi.aek,  which  adjoined  it  on 
the  west,  a  few  white  peoph"  made  their  way  in  K!:!'.'.  It  is  ehiimod 
by  some  that  the  seltlemeiil  was  bc.uun  in  lf,:;s.  hut  this  luivdly  seems 
true,  since  the  lii>l  purcha.-e  fnun  the  Indians  there,  \\-as  made  in 
1C)W.  Tliese  two  sections  consiitnted  what,  in  l(;i:5.  was  named  Strat- 
ford; hein-'  nnw  jiartly  in  Stratford  and  partly  in  r.rid,i:cport.  Men 
from  WetliersHehl  in  l(;:;'.)-lO,  went  directly  to  Cuphea,-;  or,  removed 
thitlicr  from  .Alilford  or  Stratford  or  otlier  places  to  whidi  they  had 
firi^t  gone.  A  list  of  Stratfonl  land  owners,  in  \C,rr2  (in  Slate  Anhirrs, 
Scc'y  of  State's  otlice,  Hartford),  contain.--  the  names  of  some  of  them. 
KoitKKT  CoK,  afterwards  of  Hempstead,  L.  1.,  Thomas  I'h  koki.,  son 
of  the  Thomas  at  .Milford;  'I^io.mas  Sn  kiiwood,  Joiix  Tiio.Mi-sox  and 
Samtki.  Siiki;.\ia.\,  all  lion-eholders  in  Wetherstield.  were  ani'in,::  the 
mimhcr.  .Joux  \Vi;i.i.i:s,  eldesi  son  n{  C.v.  Thoma.s  Welles  was  also 
there;  where  he  <lii'<l  in  IC'i'.i.  Anothei-  .luiix  Wki.i.i.s  was  there  from 
Wotherst;.  Id,  a  -..i  of  Hugh  of  HarllV.id,  and  ».,.-.  hovu  in  \Vethor.-,fleld, 
in  lOdS.  In  li')On,  ".Mr."  Samuki,  Sukkmax  and  his  son  ,lunx  were 
in  Stratford,  whither  they  had  removed  from  Milf<n'd,  after  leav- 
ing WetluTstield.  Knni;i:T  Pu>si;,  son  of  Kohcrt  of  Wethorsfield  and 
Branford,  was  also  there.  Whether  R.ihert  Clarke,  Francis  Hall,  \l'ir]i- 
avd  lintk'r  an-1  John  Curtis  were  fmm  Wetherslield  is  not  altogether 
cdcar.  'Hiere  was  a  dohn  Curtis  at  Wetlu'rstield,  owner  of  n  home  lot, 
prior  to  lt;4i».     Perhaps,  a  l>roiher  <.f  Thomas.' 

Fair/icJd — This  settlement,  known  as  Pncoa,  or  Uncoway,  was  liegnn 
in  lOoO,  and  received  its  ])resenf  name  in  1C,\:>-C,.  Though  Wetherstield 
men  seem  to  have  early  had  it  in  view  (see  p.  i:"!.'*),  it  Is  donhtfnl 
if  tlu'v  were  largely  among  its  iir-t  settlers.  Among  those  living 
here  in  IC'r)."),  were  Thomas  Sherwood,  Thomas  .Moreliouse,  Daniel 
Finch  an<l  William  11  ill.  Morelu.nsc  and  Finch  '...d  n.-si  been  at 
Stamford  and  Stratford,  after  leovi-,.,.  A\  ei  her.fiehl.  William  Ward, 
ancestor  of  the  late  Col.  Tai.i.-s  Ward  of  Hartford,  and  son  of  Andrew 
the  "Wethersfr  '  '  -.m'^.,  were  also  there.  Hill  is  not  to  ho  confounded 
with  il'C  William  Hill,  or  II  ills  (perhaps  his  father),  who  lived  in 
Hartford  and  at  Hoccanum.  It  is  probable  that  .some  of  those  were 
settlers  here  before  tl;c  name  of  Fairfield  was  fornially  adopted. 
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Sayhrooh. — In  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Fort,  licii'g  that  p:irt  of  the 
township  kni.v.n  !1>  Pashoshaukf,  or  Pattaiincs^.t,  ^vl■I•o  two  Wctliers- 
fiold  settlors,  at  lca,-t,  in  the  {\vn  year  of  its  settlnufiit,  10:;>,  viz.: 
Liout.  RoiiKiiT  Si:i;i.F.Y  and  .Mr.  Joiix  Clarkk.  S'-eley,  who  had  been 
second  in  ecmniand  in  the  irreat  IVpi-it  lipht  of  ir,:;7,  had  the  same 
year  heen  placed  in  e'.nniiaiid  of  lli.-  K..rt.  lie  soM  his  Imnie  in 
Broad  Street,  Wcthcrstield.  in  .Matthew  .Mitchell,  who  came  thither, 
from  Sayhrunk  in  li;:)?.  Clarke,  one  of  the  ino.-t  valiiahle  men  in  the 
colony,  sold  his  place  in  iJroad  Street  t<.  John  Kohhins.  Gi^ntleinan, 
in  October,  in;;s.  :\Ir.  John  Wasioll  (,,r  Westall  or  \V<-s(.ll) 
a  commi.isary  of  sujiplies  for  the  Indian  campaie'ns,  came  to  Savhrook, 
from  "Wetherstleld,  very  early,  bnt,  ]>robably.  )iut  prniuin'ii/h/.  until 
lCr.7,  when  he  sold  hi?  property  in  Wether.-field  to  John  Uarrisnn. 

Stamford — The  KarUcst  SrrcMiun  fnnn  (he  ]Vr/l,rr.s/lrl<l  Church. 
— We  come  now  to  a  period  (lt';40).  when  Wether.>field  hxst,  by  the 
emigration  of  the  follr.wer.s  of  the  Kev.  IJichard  DcMiton.  the 
largest  nniuber  that  had  ever  -(■parateil  in  one  liody,  from  its  jurisdic- 
tion. AVc  refer  to  the  emigration  to  'J^,(InaIlls.  as  it  was  called  in  liMO.  or 
Eippow:./,;.^,  as  it  was  afterwards  nioj-e  generally  called,  until  lOli'. 
when  it  was  chi-istened  Stamford,  ('apt.  Nathaniel  Turner,  in  behalf 
of  Kcw  Haven  Township,  had  purchased,  J\dy  1,  1G40,  "the  plantation 
called  Toquams;"*  and  on  the  oOth  of  October,  IHIO,  certain  ])eo].le  of 
Wethersfield  had  deputed  two  of  their  nundier,  Andrevr  Ward  and 
Robert  Coe,  to  "treat  with  the  Court  at  N'ew  Haven"'  ai)out  "planting'' 
the  same.  That  Court,  on  the  -1th  of  Xoveml)or.  ICIO.  gave  to  the 
Wethersfield  men  the  right  to  occupy  the  lands  in  que>tiou,  whieh  was 
a  section  traversed  by  the  river,  then  called  Fiippowams.  near  ^Mill  liivcr. 
There  was  a  condition  attached  to  the  privilege,  which  was  that  these 
grantees  should  repay  to  Xew  ]Iavcn  the  £;33  she  had  expended  on 
account  of  Toquams;'  and  that  the  proposed  new  settlement  should 
join  with  Xew  Haven  "in  the  form  of  government''  in  the  same  manner 
as  had  been  agreed  between  Xew  Haven  ami  Mr.  Samuel  J'aiton  "about 
the  plantation  of  Totoket."  Xew  Haven  reserved  for  one  year  the 
right  to  one-hfth  part  of  the  laiuL-,  to  be  settled  by  people  of  her  own 
choice. 

It  must  have  been  in  the  spring  of  IHll,  when  ^Mr.  De!it.)n.  with  a 
considerable  llock,    quitted   Wethersfield    for  Kippowams.      He   was   a 


1  One  of  tlir  first  .nets  p.nssed  by  the  Town  of  Stamfoni  w.ts  the  fullouin;;  -ulif-re- 
as,  the  piirclia'^o  of  Die  place  an<\  viewing  of  it  was  first  done  by  our  frieinl.s  of  Xew 
Haven,  and  we  stand  indebted  to  them  for  it.  It  is  Ordered,  th.it  one  hundred  bushels 
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gnuliiate  of  Cniiibridiio  in  102;'.;  and  came  from  Halifax,  England, 
in  IfioS  or  'oO,  and  jji-oliably  ramc  diri'ctly  to  Wolliorsticld,  iMMnj:^  then 
about  fifty  years  of  ape.  Hero  ho  evidently  intended  to  remain,  as  he 
became  the  owner  of  several  traels  of  land  in  the  township;  and  had  a 
home  on  the  west  side  of  Ivose  Lane,  near  tlie  present  site  of  S.  AV. 
]vol)hins'  store. 

With  Dentdii  there  went  t<>  the  Kippowams  cfmntry  nut  only  a  nia- 
joritij  of  the  Wethersfield  cliurclt ;  liut,  pmbahly,  a  majority  of  the 
Wethersficld  hoii^oluilders.     Thev  were: 


Robert  Hates  (1  Setts) 
Francis  Hell 
Samnel  Clark 
Iviibert  Coo 
]iichard  Crabbo 
Richard  ])enti)n   (Rev.) 
Jeffry  F(nris 


Uaniel  Finch 

John  Finch 

Richard  Guildersleve 

Jeremy  .Iagi;er  (Gager) 

John  Jessnj)  (.lessioi)e) 

Richard  Law 

John  Miller 


of  com,  at  three  shillinjjs  a.  bushel,  be  paid   toward   it,  when   raided,  and  sent   them, 
as  followeth    t-y  .Maltliew  .Mitchell,  viz.: 

Tl.e  S:.....f^)J  IJicl.  \>p.  17.  IG,  ^ive,  the  fuuowii.^  :;.,.,  f.u..,  .^.  Tuici  litcis.,  of 
those  who  si^jnccl  an  ajji-ocinoMt  (l()10-l)t<)  l)Oi;in  scttlonicnt  at  Kiiipawanis  (Stani.) 
"Kith  May  next,  and  iiave  their  lainilies  there  by  hist  of  Xoveniber,  12  niontlis."  and 
the  anit.  i)aid  by  eaeh  toward  the  pnrehase  of  the  land.  It  is  intcrestinj,'  to  us.  in 
view  of  tlieir  li.ivinp  been  W'ether.sfield  men.  as  sliowinj^  their  relative  nie;\ns  and 
social  standing  both  in  their  old  and  new  homo. 


Names. 


I    bu.      p.|Acr.    I        Names. 


bu. 


lAcr. 


Rev.   Denton    

S;^.  Ma.  Mitchell    , 
Tiiur.    Kainor    .  .  .  . 

Rob'  Coo 

And.    Ward    

Rich.   Oilder.slecve 

Edm.   Wood    

Jo.   Wood    

Jcr.   Wood    

Sam.  Clarke 

(In  another  list) 

Ri.  I.aw    

Fr.   Bell    

Thos.    Morehouse 

Ro.  Fisher    

Jo.   Seaman     


14 
28 
20 
14 
14 
13 

7 

7 

6 

7    I 

11  ! 

7    I 

.5 
6 


i;i.  Cook 

Uo.   Hates    

.To.  Whitinore    .  . 

.To.  Re.\iiolds    .  .  . 

.TefV.   Ferris    .... 

Thos.  Marshall    . 

Tlios.  We.'kes  .  .  . 

•Ton.   Wood,  II.    . 

.ler.   .T,iL,'^er    .... 

.1.    .Tcsiop    

I  .To.  Seaman  .... 
!   Sam.   Sherman    . 

I    Hen.   Smith    

I  \'incent  Sinikins 
1    Dan.    Fiiifli    .... 

.To.    Northend    .  . 

Dan  Finch   


.3        1 

10 

.•?        1 

10 

.1        1 

10 

.3       2 

11 

0  acr. 

10 

7  acr. 

7 

2       2 

6 

2       3 

8 

2       2 

7 

2        0 

5 

G 

3        1 

10 

1        3 

3 

1       3 

3 

9 

2       2 

8 

9 

9 

Of  these  men,  2S  went  to  Stam.  in  summer  of  1C41;  but  in  Oct.  (19?)  they  were 
all  warned  to  '"come  in"  [to  \\'ethersliel<l?]  "to  choose  rulers"  and  they  chf)so  Mr. 
Denslow,  Matthew  Mileliill.  And.  Ward.,  Thnr.-ton  Raynor  and  Rich.  Cook,  as  a 
provincial  ;;overnment  for  their  new  liomo  at  .'■-.  In  Nov.  they  made  .a  second  election 
of  men  "to  order  town  occasions"  ami  chose  those  above  ment.  and  in  addition,  Jo. 
Whit  more,  Rich.  I.em  and  '"Mr.'"  D.  F.  [Daniel  Finch  V]. 
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]VIattlu.w  .Mitrl,.!!  An.lnu   Wnnlo 

I'houK.s  .M.,n.Iini,so  Jonas  WVc.lc 

John  Northp.ul  John  WI.itniMro 

Tliurstoa  i;;,_v„nr  Tliomas   WiVkc-s   (Weokc-d; 

John  Jif.y.iuld-.  Edinond  Wco.l 

•'•^''"^  t>(.ainaii  Jorcn.v  Wood 

Sai.mcl  Sherman,  Jonas  ' Wood 

(l.rollicr  of  j;,.v.   John)  Jonas  Wood,  Jr. 

Vincent  Sinddns  (  ()  j^^^^g  ^y,,^j^  o,,  uq,. 

Jlenrv  Smith  (son  of  Samuel)  Francis  Yates 

Their  dej.artur,.  fnm.  Wotliorsfiehl.  left  not  onlv  the  town,  but 
the  church  sadly  dephled  of  mondxrs  and  iniluence."'  Prof.  Johnston 
{II  1st.  Co,,:,.)  says:  -'The  church  of  WethersHeld,  when  it  sulit 
(K.iO-1)  and  the  defeated  ],ariy  removed  to  Stamford,  uumherod  hut 
seren  conuuunicanfs  ;  the  orthodox  uuuilK.riu-  fo,n:  and  the  hrlcroclor 
mmovny  thrve."  U  is  supposed  thai  the  church  and  the  town  records 
went  with  the  seccdaitts. 

L'p  to  1043,  these  thirty-three  names  comprised  a  majoritv  .,f  aH 
the  sett]e.-s  of  Sta.nford.^  Nearly  every  one  h,A  been  a' householder 
nr.L  .an;.:,.  ,,.■..,,;,>  ;.,r  u,  Wctliersileld,  and  tneir  removal  caused  a  lar-e 
amount  of  real  estate  to  change  hands.'  We  will  u(,t,  at  this  p.,int. 
attempt  to  trace  the  history  ..f  ihcsc  pioneers;  hut  will  mention  a  few 
facts  in  connection  with  some  of  them— see  IJuutin-ton's  Histoni  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  lor  .some  notices  of  them. 

Of  the  Kev.  racii.vi:i)  Dk.xto.x.  .Mather,  in  his  McujnaUa,  thus 
speaks:  "A  pious  and  learned  man,  who  having  watered  Halifax  in 
England,  with  his  fruitful  ministry,  was  by  a  tempest  then  hurried 
into  Xew  England,  where,  first  at  Wetherslicld,  and  then  at  Stamford, 
his  doctrines  dro])i)ed  as  the  rain,  his  speech  distilled  as  the  dew,  a.s 
the  small  rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  as  the  showers  upon  the  gra^s 
Though  he  was  a  little  man,  yet  he  had  a  great  soul;  his  well  accom- 
plished mmd  in  his  lesser  body  was  an  Iliad  in  a  nut  .shell.  I  think 
he  was  blind  of  one  eye,  nevertheless,  he  was  not  the  least  among 
the  seers  of  Israel ;  he  saw  a  very  considerable  portion  of  those  thin'^r 
which  'eye  hath  not  seen.'  He  was  far  from  cloudy  in  his  concepti.ms 
and  pnnciides  of  divinity,  whereof  he  wrote  a  system,  entitled  Soliln- 
quia  Sacra,  so  accurately  considering  the  fourfold  state  of  man,  1st,  in 
his  Created  Purity;  2nd.  Contracted  Deformity;  :3rd,  Restored  Beau'tv; 
and  4tli,  Celestial  Glory,  that  judicious  persons  who  have  seen  it  ven- 
much  lament  the  churches  being  so  much  deprived  of  it.   At  length,  he  V'.^K 
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bovond  tlif  cl(.u.]s,  and  ,-.  licvdud  ;-t(.nns;  wailing  the  roturn  of  tho  l.ord 
Jcsxis  Christ  in  tlic  rhuids  uf  heaven,  when  lie  will  have  his  reward 
anionp-  the  saints." 

^father  eonehidcs  his  ])aneg\ric  \vith  one  of  the  couplets  he  was 
so  fond  i,i'  l)estowing  iipdn  his  defeased  ininistei'ial  hrethirn  : 

"Here  Denton  lies,  his  toils  and  hardships  jia-^t, 
^\niose  name  no  meniorv  of  dishonor  mars, 
On  earth  a  light  of  faith,  ho  shines  at  last 

Full  orhcd  and  glorinus  ^vith  the  et(M'nal  stars.'' 

^Iv.  Denton,  as  leadei-  uf  those  of  Stamford,  who  were  not  suited  to 
live  longer  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Xew  Haven  Colonv.  removed 
in  1G4-1,  to  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  whence,  in  ir,."}!).  he  returned  to  England, 
where  he  died  in  ]i;(i2  or  '0;]  or  "70,  leaving  four  sons,  of  whom 
Richard  and  Xathaniel  remained  on  Long  Island. 

'Mr.  ^Iathkw  ]\riTf  KF.r.L  was  originally  from  Halifax,  Enuland.  and 
perha])s,  the  tlrst  t<.wn  clerk  of  Wethersfiold,  was  at  this  time,  about 
fifty  years  of  age.  Xext  to  llcv.  :\rr.  Denton,  ho  was  probably  the 
most  important  chara<-ter  among  the  Wethersfield  emigrants  to  Stam- 
ford. V.vA.  dc3]iite  his  social  standing  and  eminent  character,  he  may 
truly  be  said  to  have  been  a  "Son  of  ^Nfisfortune.''  Evil  seemed  to 
follow  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  after  his  coming  to  Xew  England. 
At  Concord.  ^Mass.,  he  lost  projiorty  by  fire  and  otherwise;  at  Saybrook, 
Conn.,  he  suffered  much  from  depredations  and  annoyance  from  the 
Indians,  who  killed  his  son-iudaw  by  torture  and  slew  several  of  his 
farm  hands;'  and,  when  he  sought  ])eace  by  removal  to  Wethersfield, 
he  there  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  General  Court  by  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  Town  Eecorder  to  wliicli  his  fellow  citizens  had  elected 
him,  as  well  as  the  personal  animosity  of  Clement  Chajdin,  the  Pulling 
Elder  of  the  "Wethersfield  Church,  which  so  embittered  his  life  that  he 
remained  there  only  about  two  years.  And,  even  after  his  removal 
to  Stamford  he  was  again  displenished  by  the  burning  of  his  house, 
barn  and  goods,  and  overtaken  l)y  disease,  from  wdiich  he  died  May 
19th,  1040,  aged  fifty-six  years.  He  seems  to  have  been  worthv,  ener- 
getic and  able;  and,  at  times,  wealthy — but  he  i)r(jbably  bn.ke  down  iu 


Zivos 


'Lieut.  Lyon  Gardner's  ynirntirr  of  Kvcnl.t  iit  S'ltihrook  Fort,  1(135-., 
particular  .iccount  of  the  attack  made  by  Indian?;  ujion  Mr.  Mitchell  and  I'liur  of  hi. 
men,  whilst  carrying  hay  in  a  boat,  from  Six-mile  Island  to  the  fort.  This  was 
early  in  Oetol'cr,  1G.30.  In  tlie  sprin-x  of  that  year,  he  say.s,  meeting  a  -liallop  of 
Mitchel's  oming  down  the  river,  with  two  men  in  it.  the  Indians  killed  one  at 
Six-mile  Island;  "tlie  other  came  down,  drowned,  to  us,  ashore  at  our  own  doors,  with 
an  arrow  shot  into  his  eye,  tliroiigh  the  head." 
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health,  forttinc  and  spirits  iii!(l(-r  llio  many  di^sasU-rs  which  holVU  him.^ 
He  resided  in  ^Vothel^s^leld.  on  the  suutheajt  corner  of  Broad  Street  and 
Meadow  ].ant'. 

Itor.KJCT  CoK,  <i  son-indaw  of  ^litchcll,  was  a  proininont  citizen  and 
mcnilier  of  the  Wetlicrsflehl  C'hurcli.  Tic  was  ahout  forty  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Wethersfield  from  Watcrtown,  in  IHIJo,  one  of  the 
seven  men  dismissed  from  the  Watertowii  Churcli  to  form  a  cliiirch  at 
Wethersfield.  In  1014,  he  followed  .Mr.  Denton  from  Stamford  to 
Hempstead,  L.  I.,  and  afterward  removed  to  Jamaica,  L.  1.,  where 
he  died,  at  70  years. 

Andi{i:w  Wako,  one  of  these  '"disnussed"'  from  the  Watertown  Church 
to  Wethersfield  in  10;),"),  was  one  of  the  magistrates  from  Stamford  in 
the  General  Court;  removed  to  Hempstead  for  a  time;  hut  iinally, 
settled  at  Fairfield,  where  he  died  in  10.j'.).  ^Many  of  his  descendants 
at  Guilford  and  elsewhere,  hecame  distincrui-shed  ;  among  whom  may 
be  mentioned  Aaron  Burr  and  Henry  "Ward  Beecher. 

RiciiAUD  GiLDKKSLKi.vi:,  from  Watertown,  f<illowed  Denton  U>  Hemp- 
stead, where  he  was  living  as  late  as  Septemlier  -1,  1077,  when,  with 
Rohert  Coc,  lie  siirned  an  attidavit.    Tie  then  c.illi.d  Idniself  77  3'ears  okl.- 


*  "Matthew  Miohaol  came  into  New  En^'lanJ,  in  lG3.j,  from  Halifax,  En<rland; 
on  his  arrival  he  located  himself  in  Charleston  (  .Mass.)  where  he  spent  his  first 
winter:  Kenioving  to  the  Town  of  Concord,  hi.s  greater  Matters  graduall}-  became 
tmallcr  there,  his  Beginnings  were  there  consumed  by  J'irc,  and  some  other  losses  be- 
fell him  in  the  Latter  End  of  that  Winter.  The  next  Summer  he  rcmovcil  unto 
^ay-hruok,  and  the  next  .Spring  unto  Weatlnrsfitld  upon  Connecticut  River,  by  \\liicli 
he  lost  yet  more  of  his  Possessions  and  plunged  himself  into  other  troubles.  Toward 
the  close  of  that  year  he  had  a  Son-in-law  slain  by  the  I'cquot  Indiana:  and  tlie  rest 
of  the  Winter  they  lived  in  much  fear  of  their  lives  from  these  liarharinn/s,  and 
many  of  his  cattle  were  destroyed,  and  his  estate  unto  the  Value  of  some  Hundred 
of  Pounds  was  damnified.  A  Shallop  which  lie  sent  unto  the  Kiver's  Mouth  was 
taken,  and  burned  by  the  I'equots,  and  three  men  in  the  vessel  slain,  in  all  of  whom 
he  was  nearly  concerned.  So  that,  indeed,  the  i'cquot  scourge  fell  more  on  his 
family,  than  on  any  other  in  the  land.  Afterwards  there  arose  unhappy  Differences 
in  the  place  where  he  lived,  wherein  he  was  an  A7itagonist  against  some  of  the 
Principal  Persons  iii  the  place,  and  hereby,  he,  who  hitherto  Lived  in  I'reeious  Esteem 
icith  Good  Men  u-herever  he  came  (as  a  lleeord  1  have  seen  testifies  concerning  him) 
now  sutlered  much  in  his  Esteem  among  many  such  men,  as  is  usual  in  such  con- 
tentions, and  he  met  with  many  other  injuries;  for  which  causes,  he  transferred 
himself,  with  his  interests,  unto  Stamford,  in  the  Colony  of  Xew  Haven.  Here  his 
home,  barn  and  goods  were  again  consumed  by  Fire;  and  much  internal  distress  of 
mind  accompanied  these  humbling  dispensations.  At  last,  that  most  horrible  of  dis- 
eases, the  Stone,  arrested  him,  and  he  underwent  uns])eakable  dolours  from  it, 
until  the  year  1(145,  when  he  went  unto  his  rest  about  the  Ofty-fiflh  year  of  his 
age." — Matlier's  Hagnalia. 

'Greenwich  Records   in  State  Archives.  Sec'y  State's  oflice. 
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Jonas  AVood,  Son.,  ("Jlalifax"  Jf'iias),  was  in  Sontliain]itf>n.  T-.  T.. 
in  1C)'>-i.  In  1058  and  as  late  as  1004,  he  was  a  Comniissinucr  for 
]Iniitint,^toii,  L.  I.  There  wore  liiree  Jonas  Woods — all  from  Wethers- 
field  ;  (Hie  wa>  dcsiiriiated  a-  .Tunas  Wood  ■"O"  ;  '  anotlier  as  Jonas  \Vood 
"]!";  and  a  tliinl  as  J(.na--~  ^^'<"ld,  ".1  r."  These  have  <onietiuies  lieen 
confounded  wilh  each  otlier,  and  with  Jonas  ]\'cc(l  of  tlie  same  ]»laee. 
By  a  strange  enincidence  all  went  to  Stamford;  Iml,  in  K'l."'^,  Jnnas 
Wood  "O,"  and  Jonas  W<j.>d  ■"Ji"  (  jiroltahly  cousins),  were  in  llunt- 
inglon,  L.  T.,  lo'jrther;  whilst,  apparently,  Junas  Wood,  Jr.,  remained 
in  Stamf(jrd.' 

JoxAS  Wkkk,  one  of  the  ■'dismissed"  frrun  Watertown  Church  in 
1035,  is  hclievcd  to  have  renutined  in  Stanifonl,  where  he  died  in  1070. 
\Mnlc  in  Wetherstield  he  lived  on  laml  now  known  as  "the  Point," 
between  the  Cove  and  the  Kiver. 

Jki{KMY  Jaookk,  one  id"  the  Pequot  soldiers  from  Wetherstield,  died 
in  Stamford  in  1058.  Jeremiah  Japucr.  Sen.,  and  Jiuir.,  of  South- 
ampton, L.  I.,  in  lO'jS,  were  prohahly  his  deseendants ;  also,  some  of 
the  same  surname  in  Wether.-lield  down  to  our  own  times. 

JoiiN  Jks.sii',  afterward^  nf  Westehe.-ter,  IGG!,  prohalily  died  at 
South. uiipion,  L.  T.,  wiiere  he  left  descendants. 

Vi.xcKXT  Si.MKiN.s'  name  is  not  found  on  Wethersfield  records,  hut 
Huntington  (Hist,  of  Slamford),  credits  him  to  this  town. 

Daniki.  and  duii.v  Fi.xcii.  ori;:iiially  from  Watertown,  were  hrothers 
of  the  Abraham  Finch,  miu-dered  in  the  Wetherstield  massacre  uf  IG.'JT. 

NoKTiiEXu  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Wethersfield  ;  John 
ivKYNOj.DS  probably  removed  freim  .Stamford  to  Greenwich ;  WniT- 
MOKK,  from  Watertown  and  Wethersfield.  was  murdered  by  Indians 
at  Stamford,  in  1048;  Iioi:hi;T  ]]atks  died  in  Stamford,  in  1075. 
RicitAED  Ckaeuk.  first  from  Watertown  to  Wethersfield;  then  from 
Stamford  to  Greenwich,  as  early  as  1050 — and  having  become  some- 
thing of  a  Quaker,  found  himself  in  hot  water  much  of  the  time  there- 
after. Jeifry  Fekris  remained  in  Stamford  only  a  short  time  for, 
in  Jtdy,  1040,  he  was  one  of  the  ten  pioneer  settlers  at  !Monakewego, 
or  Greenwich  Point,  lie  died  in  lOOti.  Fkaxcis  Pj.i.i..  fr(>m  Water- 
town  to  Wethersfield,  is  supposed  to  be  the  person  from  whom  Hell 
Lane  in  Wethersfield,  laid  out  before  1040,  was  named.  He  died,  a 
"lieutenant."  in  Stamford.  Januarv  8,   lO'jO-1.      Moi;khoi"sk  seems  to 


»   'Apparently  the  one  who  went  to  .Stamford,  as  he  is  so  designated  in  Gillespie's 
Picturesque  Utamford.   1S'J"2,  p.  3.'!. 
2  .Ycif  Haven  Col.  Kcc,  11.,  2.3i;  7. 
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have  died  in  Stanifonl  ;ili(.iit  jD.'jS,  Imt  it  is  believed  that  the  ^foro- 
houscs  of  Southainptc'ii,  1..  I.,  in  lOl'S^  wert'  liis  (Icsfendaiit;^.  Thomas 
WiCKES,  or  "Weeks,  I'nun  Watfrtnwn  (  ()  {c  Wcrlu  rsficld,  diccl  in  1071, 
and  was  probably  a  resident,  at  one  time,  of  Suiitlianipton,  L.  I. 
Francis  Yatks  wont  fmni  Stamford  to  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  l>nt  was 
probably  livini;-  in  \\\'>tclic>t('r,  ii\  1G!S2.  IJiriiAUD  Law  has  Ijocn  men- 
tioned elsewliiTi';  llic  carlic-t  Slamft^rd  Tuw  n  li'Turds  are  in  his  hand- 
WTiting.  Samtkl  C'lakk  sold  his  house  un  tlic  east  side  of  l!road 
Street.  Wetherstleld,  tn  Jdhn  llnlibius,  Gentleman.  John  ^Mii.i-Kn 
should  be  ineluded  as  a  uu  inbcr  <>\'  the  Wetherstiehl  ei.lony  to  Stamford. 

The  depleted  oonditinn  oi  Wellicrsiield's  population,  caused  by  this 
exodus  to  Stamford,  will  be  better  ap])reciated  when  we  eonsider  that  the 
amusing  question  was  afterwards  raised,  as  to  whether  the  Wethersiield 
Church  was  now  /;/  ISlajnford.  or  might  be  said  to  .--till  remain  in 
Wetherstiehl.  For  Matlu-r  says,  that,  wlicii  Fev.  Denton  went  from 
Wethersfield,  "he  carried  with  him  the  tuajufilij  of  the  Chiirrli,  but  a 
minorihj  only  of  tho.-e  not  connect e(l  with  the  Church.''  And  ITunting- 
ton  (Hist,  of  Shnnfonl,  p.  1.".),  says,  •"The  Church  at  Wetherstiehl  had 
only  srmi  voting  mendu-rs — six  -who  came  from  Watertown  and  one 
who  luv.^  j^-ined  the-.v  [ ;.  ■■.,  at  AVcthcr-jficld].  F?'.-."  vrrc  or.  one  side  :r. 
the  controversy  which  liad  divided  the  peo])le,  and  iJircc  on  the  other; 
but  the  latter  const itutcil  a  majority  of  the  comnumity.  As  a  peace 
measure,  the  majority  of  the  church  agreed  to  emigrate  with  the 
minority  of  the  jilanters;  while  a  majority  of  the  planters  cnnrcdcd 
them  the  right  of  idkiiKj  iritli  llicin  the  V(eo)\h,  and  so  transferring 
their  clmrch  organization  to  the  new  fiehl." 

There  seems  to  ha\e  been  in  this  emigration,  as  in  the  later  one  of 
1659  (to  Iladley)  a  pretty  muddle  of  personal,  political,  and  ecclesi- 
astical antagonisms,  or  influences  at  work — the  "true  inwardness''  of 
which,  after  this  lapse  of  time,  is  difiicult  to  be  understood.  If  the 
Church  were  decided  to  be  where  a  majority  of  its  members  (not  dis- 
missed), were  settled  inhabitants,  then  Stamford,  unquestionably  con- 
tained the  Wethcr.-field  Church.  Hut,  the  new  settlement  decided  for 
itself,  to  organize  as  a  new  parisli,  with  Fev.  ^Ir.  Denton  for  pastor — 
thus  leaving  Wetherstiehl  at  libeily  to  claim  to  be  its  own  successor  in 
the  bodv  ecclesiastical.  ^Iore(jver,  there  still  remained,  in  Wethersfield, 
many  members  of  the  or'ujlnal  Society,  such  as 

Samuel  Foanlman  Henry  Falmer 

Richard  ]kdden  William  Palmer 

Leslie  Fradfield  Jasper  Follins  (Fawlins) 

James  Foosev  John  Fobbins,  Gentleman 
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]v')lici-t  IJiinuiii^lis 
Williiiiu  ]]utl('r 
Ck'iiioiit  Chaplin 
I>oon;inl  Clicstcr 
Josiah  Clin rcli ill 
John  Coltniiin 
Tlioniiis  Colcnnui 
Thonnis  (.\irli.s 
John  IX^niinj;- 
Nathnnic'l  Dickinson 
!Natluuiiol  Footc 
Ifobert  Footc 
Nathaniel  Fdoto,  Jr. 
Jolin  Goodi'ich 
William  Goodrich 
Thomas  Ilnrlltnrt 
John  Kiltjourn 
John  Xott 


]{o1ktI  ]Iose 

Joliii  Saddler 

Samncl  Smith,   1st 

Samncl  Sniilli,  2d 

.John  Stoddard 

William  Swaine,  Gentlrman 

Thomas  Standish 

Lieut.   'J'lios:  Tracy 

Matthias  Treat 

John  Tinker 

liichard  Treat  ' 

Edward  Vere 

dacoh  Waterhouso 

Ilichard  Westcott 

Thomas  Wright 

Antliony  Wrif;lit 

IFu-h  VVells 

(and  some  others), 


not  as  many  as  had  been  drawn  away  to  Sayhrook,  Xew  Haven,  ]\Iilford, 
Stratford  r.vA  Sta!::iford  ;  b\it  still  a  community  .ji' considerable  strength. 
And  tiieso  were  to  be  re-enforeed,  within  the  next  two  or  three  years 
(perhaps,  as  early  as  IGIO),  by 


Kmmannel  IJnck 
E/.ekiel  Buck 
William  Comstock 
Leonard  Dix 
John  Edwards,  and  son 
Thomas  Edwards 
Robert  Francis 
Nathaniel  Graves 
Philip  Goffe 
Michael  Griswold 
Sannicl  Hale    . 
Thomas  Hale  (  ?) 
John  Harrison 
Henry  Haywood  (Howard) 
Luke  Hitchcock 
Lieut.  John  Hollister, 
from  WeyTnouth,  ^fass. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  were  soon  to  emigrate  to  new  settlements,  as 
we  shall  presently  see. 


Walter  Hoyt 
Timothy  Hyde 
Lewis  Jones 
John  Latimer 
Andrew  Longdon 
Thomas  Lord 
Robert  Parke 
Thomas  Parke 
John  Kiley 
Charles  Taintor 
John  Wadhams 
Gov.  Thomas  Welles 
Thomas  Welles,  2d 
]\lr.  George  Wolcott 
and  others 


'5^  }JISTOl:V    OK    ANCir.NT    \VKTHKK.>rii;i.Ii. 

[First  Srltlcd  Pnslr.r  at  WcfhrrsfichL—'ln  ICll.  nflcr  Prud- 
doii,  Slicriiiaii  and  Dciitoii  had.  one  after  another,  ministered 
to  the  people,  and  had  each  pas.-fd  away  to  more  quiet  fields 
of  lalior,  Wether~tiekl.  for  the  tir^t  time,  hecame  i>'i.-^e.ssed  of  a  settled 
juinister  in  the  j)er:?on  of  the  IJev.  IIi;.\i;v  Smith,  who  is  do.-erihod  as 
''a  gentleman  of  good  family,"  and  f'lie  who,  '"a?  the  jiatriaroJi  of  one 
of  tlie  best  sii-stained  and  accun»^li?hed  families  in  New  England,  is  enti- 
tiled  to  our  regard  as  a  gentleman  of  uncommon  otdture.  refinement 
and  firmness."  With  his  wife  and  several  small  children,  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  come  liiiher  in  1C:5'.»,  if  not  earlier — prohal'ly  from 
Charlestown.  Mass.,  -where  he  had  arrived  in  lG-"57,'  from  England. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  character  and  qualities,  however,  his 
life  at  Wether-field  was  by  no  means  a  haiipy  one.  fi>r  there  ^vere  still 
left  some  restless  spirits  anujiig  his  church  and  congregation,  and  '"from 
the  very  beginning  of  his  ministry  he  v.as  the  victim  of  suspicions  most 
unfounded  and  accusations  the  nin>t  bitter."  fCiiief  among  his  calum- 
niators was  Mr.  Clement  C'ha]iliii.  who  .-com-  to  have  come  to  Wofhers- 
field  from  Hartford,  in  lij:!<).  v.bcrc  he  had  bf-en  the  "ruling  elder"- 
of  the  Church  since  IG^J'J.  according  to  all  indications.  He  was  (piite 
a  large  land-holder,  and  both  lie  atid  .Mr.  Smith  h..vl  lands  albittod  to 
tli(iu,  wii  buth  .-ides  oi  tiie  Jiiver,   in  tlie  general  distribution  of  1G:]9.' 


1  lie  .ind  his  wife  were  admitted  to  {lie  cimiiinniuii  of  tlic  \V.aterto\v,T  (Mass.) 
church,  Dec.  5th,   1037. 

- '"Tlic  'Ruling'  I-IMer'  rejiresfiiliil  that  pan  of  the  cxecuuve  jiower  th;it  did  not 
fall  specifically  within  the  province  of  the  pa~ior.  He  was  a  kind  of  vice-e.xecutive 
officer.  His  business  was  to  keep  strict  watch  over  all  the  brethren  and  sifters,  and 
sec  that  they  dniieaned  themselves  in  an  oirUrly  and  (3rt.illy  manner.  It  was  his 
duty  to  warn  the  careless,  admonish  the  wayward,  and  to  present  tlie  incorrigible 
before  the  proper  tribunal  for  di-ci]ilinf.  He  wa-  al-o  to  go  frfim  hou-e  to  house, 
like  a  ministcrinL:  angel,  ami  vi-it  the  .-ick  and  alUicted.  and  pray  with  them. 
In  the  absence  of  the  jiasior  and  teacher  he  was  also  to  pray  with  the  congregation 
on  the  Salibath.  and  other  stated  days  of  worship,  and  expound  the  Scriptures  to 
them."— Ilollister's  7/ia7.  Corn,..  I..  419. 

'Rev.  Smith's  earliest  recradid  dat"  at  \\\ tlier-tuM  is  in  10.39-40.  when  he 
slired  in  the  division  of  lands  on  the  ea-i  .-ide  of  the  Conn.  River.  The  following 
Ct.  record  of  Mch.  5.  1039,  may  refer  to  ihe-e  lands:  or.  more  piobably  to  some 
land  dispute  between  him  an  Ruling  Elder  Chaplin: 

"Whereas  a  dilTerence  hath  arisen  between  Mr.  Smith  and  some  others  of  Wethers- 
field  about  the  measure  of  some  ground  wch  l/>diig  long  deliated  it  was  thonaht  titt 
that  it  be  referred  to  some  indifTerent  men  to  view,  and  Mr.  Wells  ami  Mr.  Webster 
are  intrcated  bj-  the  Court,  in  the  first  and  finest  season  to  goe  downe  to  Wether* 
field  and  to  settle  the  same  as  in  equity  and  justice  they  shall  see  fitt.  that  peace 
and  truth  may  be  continued.  Rut  it  was  judged  very  eqiiall  and  reasonable,  in 
regard  -Mr.  Smith  in  setting  up  his  posts  proceeded  in  a  leu'all  and  just  way, 
that  he  be  not  put  to  the  charge  of  taking  up  and  setting  downe  his  posts  againe." 
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^Ir.  Smitir.s  lioiiso  was  oii  tlio  corner  Ijnuiided  -west  liy  irii;h  Street  and 
east  bv  the  .Med  in::-li(iii>e  .square.  ^Ir.  C'Iiaplin'.s  was  wliere  the  houses 
known  as  the  Col.  Webb  and  the  Sihis  Deane  lioiises  now  are;  he  own- 
ing tlie  land  now  covered  liv  both  of  them.  Chaplin  seems  to  have  been 
something  of  a  di.-^tiirlHng  element  in  the  Chureh  and  Town;  for  he 
quarreled  with  .Matthew  .Mitchell,  the  'i'own  liecorder  in  IGIO;  and, 
through  the  (uncral  Court,  compelled  that  worthy  gentleman  to  apol- 
ogize publicly  to  him.'*  Chapin  was,  at  this  time.  Colonial  Treasurer, 
an  otHce  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  in  February,  10.'J7-S.  Tn 
Xoveiiil)er,  IGin,  it  was  /i/.s  turn  to  be  treated  as  an  olTender.  for  the 
General  Court  liiu'd  him  £10  "'for  divulging  and  setting  his  hand  to  a 
writing  cauled  a  declaration,  tending  to  the  defamation  of  Mr.  Smith," 
the  minister.  In  104:],  .'jo  much  difTerence  existed  between  .Mr.  Smith 
and  some  menib(>rs  of  his  Church,  that  the  CJciieral  Court  appointed  a 
committee  to  tak(^  the  matter  '"into  serious  and  sad<le  consideration." 
Their  report,'  submitted  .\pril  l.'Jtli  of  that  year,  finds  the  difference 


1  'I'lio  fdllowiii;,'  C'mirt  IlccdnU  tlirow  a  little  liL'lit  upoti  tlie  (lifllniiltics  in  the 
Wetlicrsficld  c-liurcli,  and  wliirli  Icil  to  s(j  many  iMnij;rations  to  otlit-r  jilarcs  fur  the 
sake  of  jifac-e  and  quietness. 

At  a  (ioncral  Court,  at  Hartford,  .\piil  .'>.  UUO:  Prp<n..f  Pd..-.,-,i  TTn;ikin-=,  CIov- 
eriior;  John  Ilayos,  Deputy  Oov. ;  and  tlie  several  maj^'i.stratcs  and  deputies,  "Mr. 
Mitchell  i.<  returned  Recorder  for  the  Town  of  Wet  hers  field :  but  lio  is  found  in- 
capable of  the  place.  lyinir  under  the  cen.sure  of  the  Cotut:  and  ho  and  the  town 
which  chose  him  to  that  place  are  to  have  notice  to  appear  at  the  next  avijcuriiinent 
of  the  Court.  They  are  to  have  liberty  to  brin^'  in  the  Records  of  their  lands 
until  the  (Jencral  Coiu't  in  Scptcndier  next. 

At  a  Cenoral  Court,  at  Hartford.  .June  11.  KUO — (the  same  magistrates  ])resent) 
"If  Mr.  Mitchell  shall  give  satisfaction  to  Mr.  Chaplin,  in  some  jiublic  meeting,  aa 
part  of  his  censure,  by  acknowledging  hi.s  fault,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  he 
hath  related  to  this  Court,  it  is  referred  to  the  Particular  Court  to  continue,  or  take 
ofT  his  former  censure,  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

The  said  :Mr.  [Mitchell  for  undertaking  the  ollicc  of  Town  Clerk  or  Recorder,  not- 
withstanding his  uncapableness  of  that  ollice,  by  cen.sure  of  the  Court,  he  is  fined  to 
pay  to  the  County  twenty  nobles. 

That  part  of  the  Town  of  Wetliersfield  which  cho.sc  the  said  IMr.  ^Htchell  to  ofTice, 
notwithstanding  the  censure  of  the  Court,  are  fined  to  the  County  five  pounds. 

At  a  Particular  Court  holden  at  Hartford.  July  2,  1040.  .Afr.  Mitchell  hath 
this  day  returned  into  Court  his  acknowledgment  to  [Mr.  Chaplin:  and  for  that,  with 
other  considerations  for  former  extraordinary  charges  which  he  hath  formerly  borne 
for  Public  Service  at  the  I'ort  [at  Saybrook],  the  Court  hath  omitted  his  former 
censure." 

2  Court  of  Elections — 13  .\pril.  1043. 

The  coppy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  vpon  the  Petition  of  tho.se  of  Wetliers- 
field. 

The  Petition  of  those  of  Wethcrsfield  hath  been  taken  into  sadde  and  .serious 
consideration,  and  we  doe  finde  the  distance  and  dirTercnees  to  be  excoedinir  great, 
and  sonic   of  them   such   as   will   ncccs.-^arily    require   publiquc   examination   and   ceu- 
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to  be  "t'xceediiig-  great";  and,  whilst  it  cxonoratrs  .Mr.  Siiiitli,  aj.par- 
ently,  it  rccniniiiciids  thai  lie,  in  the  interest  of  llie  "j)ubli(iiie  peace'' 
"hiy  dowiie  hi.s  phxee,  if  j'  he  dune  aecording  to  (Jod."  It  also  says, 
"We  tinil,  also,  that  many  of  tli<ise  who  put  uj)  their  names  for  removal 
we.-e  not  imlnced  thei'eunto  hy  any  dislike  tjr  eni;-agement  they  have 
in  the  present  (piarrels,  hut  for  ivaitt  of  hjlts  and  dlhcr  considcivlions." 
In  November,  Kii:},  the  General  Court  itself  eleared  Mr.  Smith  from 
the  unjust  "•aeeu.sations"  against  him  •'both  in  Churcli  administration 
&  in  aetin-;-  the  eivell  oeeati(.iis  of  the  Towne" ;  and  it  pntceeded  t(. 
impose  the  following  penalties  upon  the  signers  of  the  "declaration" 
above  mentioned,  and  other  acts  in  eonnection  therewith — Clement 
Chaplin,  £10;  Francis  Xorton,  {.':>;  dohn  Goodrich,  40.^■ ;  :\Ir.  John 
Plumb,  "for  preparing  a  roll  of  grievances  against  ^Mr.  Smith  and 
failing  of  proof  in  the  prosecution  thereof,"  £10;  ]{obert  liose,  406-; 
and  it  made  it  an  olVense  jjunishable  by  a  fine  of  £10  upon  any  ])cr.son 
who  should  thcrcafier  "renewe  any  of  the  former  complaints."^ 

[The  unveracious  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  in  his  burlesque,  General  His- 
tory of  Connccllrut,  1781,  a  work  saturated  with  High  Church  preju- 


suie,  so  tiiiU  tiil  then  we  can  not  express  ou'  ii)il>^iiicnt«  nnnpornin"  n^'cular^.  Wc 
lind  also  that  many  of  them  wiio  put  up  tlicir  names  for  rrmoiivall  were  not  induced 
thereto  by  any  dislike,  or  inf,'ad{rment  they  liave  in  the  present  quarrels,  but  for  want 
of  litts  and  other  considerations:  yet  vpon  the  view  of  the  generall  conceniins  y« 
will  be  disadvantagioiis  to  the  publique  and  uncomfortable,  if  not  destructive  to  them- 
selves that  so  many  as  arc  intercepted  in  the  present  dillerences  should  remove,  and 
vppon  other  considerations,  we  are  of  openen  that  the  best  way  for  recovering  and 
p'csearvin-  the  publique  peace  is  that  Mr.  Smith  lay  down  his  place,  if  y'  may  be 
done  according  to  CJoJ."  Vonn.  Col.  lice,  I.,  87. 

It  is  concluded  that  a  writing  shall  be  prepared  and  openly  read  in  the  several 
towns,  for  the  clearing  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  an  Order  made  of  ten  pounds  fine  for 
whosoever  shall  be  convicted,  under  two  witnesses,  to  divulge  any  of  the  said  griev- 
ances, to  his  defamation. 

•  At  a  General  Court,  holden,  Xov.  l'4,  lG4;i,  (die  same  full  l)ench  as  at  previous 
Bitting)  "Whereas  many  clamours  have  been  raised  and  spread  through  several  jjarts 
of  the  country,  of  some  indecent  proceedings  of  iMr.  Smith,  of  Welherslield,  both 
in  church  administration  and  in  acting  in  the  civil  occasions  of  the  town — whereby 
the  peace  of  the  Commonwealth  was  disturbed,— which  gave  occasion  to  the  Court  to 
give  liberty  to  all  who  had  any  just  grievances,  in  either  kind,  to  produce  them  in 
public,  and  to  appoint  a  time  for  liearing  and  determining  the  same:  which,  accord- 
ingly was  attended  by  .several  in  that  town,  and  many  complaints  made  wherein 
Mr.  Smith  was  accused,  and  judged  by  them  to  lye  under  nuicli  guilt.  But,  upon  a 
full  hearing  of  all  that  was  alleged  by  any  maintenance  of  their  accusations, 
were  mistakes,  wherein  Mr.  Smith  was  wronged  by  false  report.s  and  unjust  sur- 
mises. Jt  was,  tlierefore,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  whole  Court,  Ordered,  for 
the  prevention  of  the  further  spreading  of  the  said  Reports  which  tend  so  much  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  Public  Pence,  and  appnnent  of  Mr.  S7nith,  that  whosoever 
within  tlie  jurisdiction  shall  hereafter  be  convicted  by  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses. 
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dice  agaiii>t  Puritan-  and  ilis-ontt-rs.  .-ays  that  "Wcalhci-.-tifld  was  set- 
tled in  10:37,  \>\  tlie  Kov.  .Mr.  Smith  and  his  tVdlowers.  whn  hft  Water- 
town,  near  JJostnii.  in  order  to  jret  out  of  the  power  of  [IJev.]  Mr. 
Cotton,  M-hoso  severity  in  New  Kndand  oxceede<l  tliat  of  the  hi^llOlls  in 
Old  England.  Jiut  Mr.  .^niith  did  n.Jt  disear<l  tlir  spirit  nf  prrsnufion, 
as  the  sole  property  nf  ^Ir.  Cotton;  hut  carried  iritJi  him  a  sufficiciU 
quantify  of  it  to  (1istrfs.<  (uul  dind<'  ins  little  fhjr!,-.' 

It  is  Hot  kiK^wn  what  was  the  (jrarainrii  of  the  aecusations  against 
'Sh:  Smith;  hut  tliore  are  indieati'ins  tliat  the  title  to  certain  real  estate 
in  the  Great  r^Ieadi>w  had  an  important  phicc  in  the  coninAU-r.-y  :  and, 
so  far  as  ^Ir.  Smith's  intercft  therein  was  concerned,  it  was  n^t  fully 
settled  until  many  yi'ars  after  his  death,  which  occurred  in  10-i>. 

In  the  diary  of  Juliana  Smith,  ITTM-^l  ( ijuv'ted  in  Mis-  Helen  Eveit- 
son  Smith's  Coloui'il  iJm/s  and  Wai/s.  puh.  !'.'(•()),  there  e.\i>ts  a  cnpy  <,i 
a  fragment  of  a  remini.-ccnt  lettf-r.  written  in  lO'.i;',  liy  tin-  Mw.  Henry 
Smith's  son,  Samuel  Smith,  of  liadley,  Mass.,  to  his  son,  Ichahod 
Smith,  residing  in  SuliieM.  (.'')nn..  a]iparently  in  reply  to  sume  inquiries 
which  the  latter  had  inad<-.  Juliana  writes,  "Today  my  (jrandmotJier 
Smith  gave  nie  to  read  what  is  left  unhnrnt  of  a  Letter  which  was 
written  to  my  Great-Grandfather  hy  his  Fathc-r  li:  has  permitted  me  to 
oop\  ii.  Tiie  Letter  itself  belongs  to  my  Uncle  iJan,  because  he  is  my 
Grandfather's  eldest  son.  A  large  part  of  it  was  burnt  wlu^n  my  Grand- 
father's house  in  SutKeM  tonk  lire,  and  was  barely  ?-aved  fmrn  destruc- 
tion, with  the  loss  of  many  things,  especially  Books  ^-  Paper-.  Tho 
Bible  in  which  this  Letter  was  kept  was  found  on  the  next  day  still 
smouldering,  with  more  than  half  of  its  leaves  burnt  away,  including 
a  part  of  the  Family  Pecord  »i:  this  Letter: — 

"Hadley,  :NLtssachusetts  Colony, 

Jan.  yc  Firste,   1  COS/99 

^ly  Dear  ti:  Dutiful  Son:  I  was  of  so  tender  an  Age  at  the  Death  of 
my  beloved  Father,  that  I  am  pi>sse-sed  of  but  little  of  the  Tnfornuition 
for  which  you  seek.  !My  Pevered  Father  was  an  ordained  Minister  of 
y'  Gospelle,  educate  at  Cambridge  in  England,  li-  came  to  y"  Land  by 
reason  of  y^  Great  Persecution  by  which  y®  infamous  Archbishop  Laud 
and  y^  Black  Tom  Tyrante  (as  ]Mr.  Pussell  was  always  wont  to  call  y* 
Earl  of  Straff orde)  did  cause  \^  reign  of  his  Majestic,  Charles  y*'  First, 


to  continue  or  rcnow  any  of  tlic  former  coni]>laints  (most  of  tlie  -aid  ;L'rievanee3 
having  been,  also,  formerly  heard  by  the  'Mairi-trates  and  Khlcrs)  wherein  he  hath 
been  cleared  by  thi.s  Court,  shall  forfeit  to  the  countrj-  ten  pounds  for  every  such 
offense." 
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to  loose  favor  in  y"  sight  of  y'  people  of  Kiiglai\cl.  ^fy  Father  k  .Mother 
came  over  in  l(>;;il/o7,  firstc  to  Watertowii  which  is  iieare  lloston,  & 
after  a  yeare  or  two  to  Weatherstield  on  y"  great  River,  whore  he  bo- 
caiiie  y^  tii-stc  set i  led  Pastor.  C'oiicerniiig  of  y°  earlie  days  I  ean  I'O- 
memhcr  hut  little  save  Hardship,  ^ly  I'arents  had  hrmiglite  both  Men 
Servants  iSc  Maid  Servants  friun  Kiigland,  Imt  y"  Maids  tarried  not  but 
till  they  got  ^farried,  y*-'  w'''  was  shortly,  for  thci-c  was  great  scanuty  of 
Women  ill  y^  Colonies.  Ve  men  did  abide  better.  Onno  of  em  had 
married  oiine  of  my  ^lother's  }ilaids  dv:  they  did  eonie  with  us  to  \\ eath- 
ersfielil,  to  our  grate  Comforte  for  sdine  years,  niitill  they  had  maiiny 
littel  oiiiics  of  tlicire  Ownc.  I  d(j  well  remember  y'  Faee  «i'  Figure 
of  my  Honoured  Father.  lie  was  ;">  foote,  10  inehes  talle  cV  spare  of 
builde,  tho  not  leane.  lie  was  an  Active  as  y*  ITd  Skin  .Men  i^'  sinewy. 
His  delighte  was  in  sportes  of  strengthe,  &:  withe  his  ownc  Hands  he  did 
helpe  to  reare  botho  our  owiie  House  &  y®  Firste  !Meetinge  House  of 
Weathersfield,  wherein  he  preaeht  yearcs  too  fewe.  He  was  well  Fea- 
ture<l  <&:  Fresh  favoured  with  faire  Skin  &:  longe  curling  Hair  (as  iieare 
all  of  us  have  had  )  witli  a  meri'ie  eye  cV  swete  sinilinge  Mouthe,  tho  lie 
collide  frowne  stern! ie  cno'  when  need  was.'' 

"Where  cau  one  find  a  more  attractive  portrait,  of  u  ruritan  minister? 
IHs  son  eontinues : 

"Y^  firste  fleeting  House  was  solid  iiiayde  to  withstande  y^  wicked 
onsaults  of  y'^  Ucd  Skins.  Hs  Foundations  was  laide  in  y®  feare  of 
y*  Lord,  but  its  A\'alls  was  truly  laide  in  y*^  feare  of  y^  Indians  for  many 
&  grate  was  y®  Terrors  of  em.  I  do  minde  me  y^  alb;  y*^  able-bodved 
Men  did  work  thereat  <ir  y°  olde  &  feeble  did  watch  in  turns  to  es])ie  if 
any  Salvages  was  in  hidinge  ueare  &  every  ^lan  keept  his  Musket  niglic 
to  his  haiide.  I  do  not  myself  remember  any  of  y^  Attacks  mayde  by 
large  bodeys  of  ]ndians  whilst  we  did  remayue  in  "Weathersfield,  but 
did  oftimes  bear  of  em.  Several  Families  w'"'^  did  live  back  a  ways  from 
y®  rjiver  was  either  LMurderdt  or  Captivated  in  my  Boyhood  (S:  we  all 
did  live  in  constant  feare  of  y*"  like.  ^My  Father  ever  dcclardt  there 
would  not  be  so  much  to  feare  iff  y^  Ived-Skins  was  treated  with  such 
mixture  of  Justice  &  Authority  as  they  eld  understand,  but  iff  he  was 
living  now  he  must  see  that  wee  can  do  naught  but  f'jhl  em  &,  that 
right  heavily. 

"After  y^  Red  Skins  y®  grate  Terror  of  our  lives  at  Weathersfield  &, 
for  many  yeares  after  we  had  moved  to  Hadley  to  live  was  y®  AVolves. 
Catamounts  were  bad  eno'  it  so  was  y°  Heares,  but  it  was  y®  Wolves  y' 
was  y°  worst.  The  noyse  of  theyre  bowlings  was  eno'  to  curdle  y*  bloode 
of  y®  stoutest  t&r  1  have  never  seen  y®  man  y*^  did  not  shiver  at  y*  sounde 
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of  a  Packo  of  ciii.  Wliar  with  y''  way  we  liaicd  em  &  y*  goodc  money 
y'  was  ofl'cM-ed  fur  tlieyrr  Heads  we  do  n<jt  heare  em  now  so  mueli,  but 
when  I  do  I  feel  attain  y°  vuuiige  Hatred  rishii;  in  iny  Ulood  &  it  is 
not  a  Sin  heeanse  CJod  mayde  em  to  be  hated.  My  ^lotlier  «S:  Sister  did 
each  of  em  l\ill  nmre  y^"  one  of  y^  K''-'>'  H'J^^ders  <N:  once  my  oklest  Sister 
shot  a  lleare  y"  eaitie  too  ncare  y"  House.  He  was  a  goodc  Fattc  onne 
&  kecpt  us  all  in  mcate  for  a  ^'ood  while.  I  guess  onne  of  her  Daughters 
has  got  y*  skinne. 

"As  most  of  y'  Weathcrticld  Settlers  did  come  afoat  tlirou  y*  Wilder- 
ness &  brought  with  em  such  Tliincrs  oidy  as  they  did  most  neede  at  y^. 
firste,  y^  otlier  Things  was  sent  round  fn^m  ]]oston  in  Vessels  to  oomc  up 
y®  liiver  to  us.  Sum*  of  y*  Shippcs  did  come  safe  to  Weathersfield,  but 
many  was  lost  in  a  grate  storm.  Anioiig-t  em  was  onne  w'^'^  held  alio 
our  ]!este  Things.  A  goode  many  Yeares  later,  long  after  my  Father 
had  died  of  y*  grate  Fever  (S:  my  ^lother  had  married  Air.  Russell  & 
moved  to  Hadky  it  was  found  that  some  of  our  Things  had  been  saved 
&  keept  in  y^  Fort  w*^*^  is  by  y*"  River's  ^Mouthe,  [Saybrook  |  t.^-  they  was 
brought  to  us.  ^tlnst  of  em  was  spoilt  with  Sea  Water  (.I-  Mould,  espe- 
cially y^  ilookes  [Fot.it-note  by  Juliana:  '^ly  Father  hath  one  of  these 
books — 'J'iie  Vision  of  Piers  Plowman.  Tt  is  so  iuin.iied  with  damp  and 
mould  y^  no  one  can  read  y""  whole  of  it"]  tSc  y*  I'late.  Of  this  there  was 
no  grate  store,  only  y'  Tankard,  w"  1  have,  and  some  Spoones,  divided 
among  my  Si.sters  w"^*"  was  alle  so  black  it  was  long  before  any  could  come 
to  its  owne  eolottr  agen."' 

This  tankard  is  now  in  the  pos.session  of  ^Ir.  Gilbert  Livingston 
Smith,  of  Sharon,  Ct. — while  Rev.  ^Ir.  Smith's  seal,  bearing  the 
family  arms,  belongs  to  his  sister,  the  authoress  of  the  volume  from 
which  we  have  here  quoted,  and  a  fac  sunilc  of  it  is  given  at  the  head  of 
our  SniiOi  (icnralogy.  in  Vol.  ]  I. 

The  incomplete,  yet  precious,  glimpses  of  Wethersfield's  first  pastor, 
which  this  letter  affords  us.  may  be  further  enlarged  by  his  will,  appar- 
ently written  by  himself,  while  "in  health  of  body  and  soundness  of 
mind,"  some  months  before  his  death,  and  with  an  e.xpressed  wi.sh  "to 
leave  no  occasion  of  trouble"  for  his  children.  The  aniotint  to  be  dis- 
posed of  was  but  a  little  over  £;170,  but.  as  Miss  Smith  observes — "that 
little  is  so  graciously  bestowed  that  one  feels  as  fidly  persuaded  of  the 
testator's  own  loving  heart  as  he  was  persuaded  of  God's  'unchangeable 
love  and  good  will  Ixith  in  life  and  death'  .  .  .  according  to  His 
covenant,  viz. : — T  am  thy  God,  and  of  they  Seede  after  thee."  After  this 
profession  of  faith,  which  evidently  comes  from  a  simple  and  earnest 
heart,  the  will  proceeds:  .,  .  ,.      ,.-..,• 
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''Tljcii  for  my  ovtwarJ  ostaio,  w'"'^  l)ccau?c  it  i.s  but  liitol.  \-  I  have 
well  proved  the  <lifHevhies  of  this  coviitry.  how  hard  a  rhinir  it  will  l>ce 
for  a  woman  \i>  manage  the  atTair>  of  so  ^ivar  a  family  a-  rh<^  FailuT  of 
^forcycs  has  hlos-ed  moe  withall.  vS:  hauo  also  e.\porii*nce  i.f  ihc  ])rvdeiioe 
k  faithfvlncss  of  my  <loare  Wife,  w]in  -hall,  in  jiartincr  with  mco.  ]->art 
allso  witlie  a  groat  ])art  of  hor  livelihood  ;  I  du  there  f(.ire  bequeath  A:  giue 
to  lier.  the  fvll  |iii\ver  iN:  disposal  of  alle  that  r-state  w'''  Cr'''d  hath  iriuen 
mee,  in  Iidusc.-.,  lauds,  cattels  \-  gnoils  whatsneuor,  within  di>re-  and 
withovt ;  oidy  jirouiding  that  in  case  shee  marry  again,  or  otherwise 
shee  be  able  eomfurtably  to  spare  it  from  her  own  noeessary  mainte- 
nance, that  shoe  giue  vutu  my  Sonne  Samvell  that  pari  nf  my  hon.-e  lott 
tluit  M-as  intend<il  f^r  my  S<>nne  Pengriuo,  lyinire  next  t'>  the  bvryinrr 
place,  and  the  laud  1  haiU'  beynu  great  Kivor  eastward  :  A:  allM>.  t<>  him 
k  my  second  Sdune  Xoah,  five  acres  apeece  of  meadnw  with  vplands 
proportionable  therevuto,  cV  tn  the  rest  of  my  children  vnmarried,  20 
pounds  apeece,  at  the  age  nf  one  \-  twenty  yeares.  or  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  w'^^  shall  come  the  snoner.  tS:  for  my  two  Davghters  that  bee 
married,  my  desire  is  that  they  liaue  I'O  iShillings  apcec-e.  and  every  onne 
of  their  children  line  shilling-;  apiece  either  in  bnnkes,  or  such  other 
thin2-s  as  mv  Wife  shall  best  please  to  part  withall." 

Of  the  £o70,  nearly  onedialf  was  in  houses  and  lands:  £:>()  were  in 
live  stock  (not  including  any  ilomestic  fowls — then  quite  rare  iu  the 
colonies).  His  bees  were  valued  at  £S ;  '•husbandry  tools"  at  £3,  10s, 
and  arms  and  ammuniTion  at  £-1.  "JJookes'"  are  mentioned,  imt  their 
value  not  estinuited,  probably  l>ecause  at  the  time  of  his  death,  pp.per 
appraisers  may  not  have  been  on  hand.  ^linisters  were  then  usually 
appointed  to  ajiprai.-e  books.  '"Three  feather  beds,  with  all  things 
belonging  to  them,"  are  value<l  at  £40;  tables,  chairs.  st'~'ol-.  cushions, 
Szc,  at  £3  15s;  *'cob-irons,  trammels,  fire-iron,'"  at  £2  S.y :  and  "brasse, 
iron  pots,  pewter  &  such  like"  at  £15 ;  table  and  other  linen  and  a  carpet 
(i.  e.  table  cover),"  at  £14  lOx.  And  the  will  conchnles  thus.  "And  I 
desire  the  Church  who-e  servant  T  now  am,  to  take  tlie  care  and  over- 
sight of  my  family  that  they  may  be  brovght  vp  in  the  trve  feare  of 
God,  and  to  see  that  this  my  Will  be  faithfully  p''formed.  In  witness 
■whereof  I  have  subscribed  my  name  the  Sth  day  of  ^lay,    1G4S."' — 

H.  n.  5.] 

Branford. — The  effect  of  these  religious  trotddes  at  Wethersfield 
may.  also,  jierhaps,  be  apparent  wlien  we  look  into  the  soniewhat  ol:>scure 
history  of  the  ])lanting  of  Totucket,  in  lt^.G4,  a  settlement  which  by 
1653  (perhaps  earlier)  was  kno'w-n  as  Brnnford.  which  name  the  sonth 
part  of  the  original  township  retains  to  this  day.     ^Ir.  Samuel  Eaton, 
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'r)rotlior  to  the  then  GDvenior  of  the  >s'e\v  llavcu  Colony,  luid  roceived 
a  grant  of  Luid  at  Totoket,  as  early  as  September,  1(>40,  "for  such 
f rieud-s  as  he  shall  bring  over  from  oldc  England" ;  and  a  few  people, 
principally  from  New  Tlaven,  had  settled  there  between  IGIO  and  1(314. 
At  least,  buildings  of  sonu"  kind  had  been  erected  there  and  fences  set 
up  by  ^[(uilenor,  as  early  as  January,  1()  11.  J'ut,  it  was  not  until  some 
years  later  that  the  settlement  took  an  iiniiitrrriiptcd  start.  In  the  New 
Haven  Colony  Uccorcls,  (p.  I'JD  of  lloadley's  edition),  occurs  the  fol- 
lowing entry,  ajtparently  nuide  in  October,  H31."):  "Totoket,  a  place  fit 
for  a  snudl  plantation,  betwixt  Xew  Haven  and  Guilford  ik  purchased 
from  the  Indians,  was  granted  to  !Mr.  Swayue  and  some  others  of 
Weathcrsfield,  they  repaying  the  charge,  which  is  between  12  tS:.  13  I. 
k  joyning  in  one  jnrisdictinii  with  Xew  Haven  &  the  forenamed  jilanta- 
tions,  upi)on  the  same  fundanu-ntal  agreement  setled  in  Octob"".  104."5, 
w*^""  they,  duely  considering,  readilye  accepted." 

The  ^Ir.  Swayne  lien^  referred  to  is  the  "Wii.i.iam  Swavnk,  Gentle- 
man,''' whose  two  daughters  were  captured  by  the  Pecjnots,  in  10;;7. 
lie  was  a  large  laiulholder  in  Wethersfield  and  there  is  no  evidence 
that  he  was  involved  in  the  controversy  with  ^Ir.  Smith.  lie  took  with 
him  his  .son  Sa.mlki.,  who  became  ])roniinent  in  the  ariairs  of  the 
Totoket  plantation.  The  writer  knows  of  no  list  of  those  who  emigrated 
from  Wethersfield  to  Totoket  in  1G44;  but  will  give  the  mimes  of  such 
as  he  has  been  able  to  derive  from  various  sources,  viz. : 

Robert  Abbott  William  Swayne,  "Gent." 

Leslie  IJradiield  (or  Ih-adford)  Sannud  Swayne  (son  of  Wm.) 

Robert  Foote  (son  of  Xath'l)  Thonuis  Whitway 

William  Palmer  ]\ficliael  Taintor  (son  of  Charles) 

;Mr.  John  Plumb  Edward  Vere  (Veir,  Vore) 

Samuel  Phnub  (son  of  dohn)  Samuel  Gardner  (  () 

Robert  Rose  (sou  of  dohn) 

Such  Welhersfield  names  as  Curfi'^.  Uorjors,  Treat  and  Ward  arc 
also  found  among  the  earliest  settlers,  but  we  are  not  able  to  identify 
them  with  any  Wethersfield  settlers.  They  were  soon  joined  by  Rev. 
John  Sukrjiax,  then  of  .MiHord,  whither  he  had  removed  from  Weth- 
ersfield in  10:30.  He  preached  for  them  until  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pier- 
son  (who  came  from  Soutbam])ton,  L.  I.,  Avith  a  part  of  his  congrega- 
tion, in  1644),  was  settled.  The  Wethersfield  and  Southampton  people 
imited  in  one  congregation,  and  ]\lr.  Pierson  became  their  first  settled 
pastor.  He  was  the  father  of  "Rector"  Abraham  Pierson,  the  first 
President  of  Yale  College.     It  would  be  interesting,  did  space  permit. 
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to  give  some  account  of  tl-c  Totokot  cul,.ny;  but  it  must  ho  ndmiitod  that 
hariuony  did  not  long  exist  in  tlic  now  churcli. 

Newarl.  X.  J.-In  ir„;r,.  matt.T.s  ha.l  rcnchod  such  a  sta-e  that 
a  division  hecamo  inc-vitahlo.  Jfohcrt  an.l  Samuel  Edsal,  acthi-  for 
the  fraction  of  the  llranford  Church  uhici>  thev  represented,  purchased 
a  tract  at  Pesavak,  sincv  known  as  Newark,  \.  .1.,  and  the  tl,-.t  meet- 
ing there  of  the  Draufonl  p,.„p],.  was  li,.],!  M,y  -JUt,  lO.;!).'  A 
"fundamental  A-reemont"  was  .signed  at  lin.ufunl,  Oct.  00th,  ICOG 
and  sent  to  the  new  settlement  in  .\ew  Jersev,  where  it  was'sio-ncd 
by  others  in  June,  1(]C,7  ;  n.aking  sixry-tlnre  in  alk  It  provided,  a.uong 
other  things,  that  .mne  .-hould  he  "adndtfed  freemen,  or  free  bui-essos, 
within  our  Town  ui.on  Passaic  iJiver,  in  the  Province  of  .\,.w  Jersey' 
but  sucli  as  arc  memhers  of  one  or  ulher  congregational  churche^''' 
Many  of  the  names  of  signers  will  he  recognized  as  former  residents  or 
sons  of  residents  of  Wether.tiold.  Put,  in  ad-lition,  some,  orh-inally 
from  Wethersfield,  went  from  ,Milfor,l,  Stamfor.l  and  Guilfor.l/ 

Among  the  settlers  of  EUzahHh.  X.  J.,  in  V\i\C,  will  he  found  the 
names  of  several  of  Wethersfield  origin;  some  of  whom  had  removed  to 
Jamaica  and  Ifempstead,  L.  I.  Among  the  Xcwarlc  settlers  of  Wethers- 
field  slock  mav  be  mcntionr'd 

Samuel  Swaync  Eichard  Harrison  (  ?) 

Samuel  Plumb  Kobert  Treat 

Samuel  Pose  John  Curtis  (  {) 
John  Harrison 

Of  the  same  class  at  ElizalK'th.  mav  be  mentioned  Jo.vvs  Wood  • 
Moses  Tomsox(  ?)  ;  Zaci.auv  Gkavks(  ?)  ;  Thomas  DicKiNsoxi 
Daniel  Dkntox.  [And  Amos  and  Samlki.  (sons  of  ^Matthew  and 
Susannah)  Williams.- — //.  7?.  ,9.] 

It  is  said  that  the  cause  of  the  removal  to  Newark,  was  the  dissatis- 
faction felt  by  the  ]Jranford  people  at  the  union  between  the  Xcw 
Haven  Colony  and  the  Connecticut  Colony— the  latter  being  less  Pres- 
byterian than  the  former.  Xot  only  the  pastor,  :\rr.  Pierson.  Un  a 
inajorUy  of  his  flock  accompanied  iiim  to  "the  Jersies." 

Second  Pastor  of  the  Churrh  nl  HV//,r;.v'<'W.~\Vithin  two  vears. 
probably,  after  ^Ir.  Smith's  dead.,  in  ir,4S,  he  was  succeeded 
in  the  care  of  the  Wet'-  ,v(i-!d  Church,  by  the  Pev.  John  Russell, 
Jr.,    whose    f,-,:\...    had    married    :\Ir.    Smith's    widow.      For    a    time 

'Stearns  First  Church  i„   Xnrnyk,  pp.   ]2-]r>. 
^llatfioIcFs  History  of  FoirficlJ,  .V.  J.,  p.  50. 
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peace  reigned  in  Wethcr?ticlil  but,  about  IGoT-JS,  the  ("hurch  ilure 
»\-as  drawn  into  the  gn^it  "Hartford  Controversy,"  so  cnllcd,  and  in 
which  nearly  all  tlic  churches  of  Connecticut  and,  indeed,  of  Xcv 
England,  became  nmre  or  less  involved.  The  origin  of  the  dispute, 
which  began  in  the  latter  part  of  1()")7.  or  the  early  ]>art  of  ltj'>>.  was 
between  the  l^ev.  Samuel  Stone  of  the  llarlford  Chureli  and  his  "rLuling 
Elder,"  ^Mr.  William  Goodwin,  and  is  supi)osed  to  have  been  up'>n 
some  nice  ]>oints  of  Congregationalism,  though  the  learned  Dr.  !Mather 
intimates  that  it  was  diirifult.  even  at  that  time,  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  were  the  precise  puints  of  diiYerence.  One.  at  least,  seems  to  have 
been  the  "Half-Way  Covenant."'  So  hot  did  the  dispute  become,  that 
the  minority  of  ^Ir.  Stone's  church  finally  planned  to  leave  the  Hart- 
ford Chuch  and  jnin  that  of  Wetlurstield,  and  the  jirnject  would  have 
been  consunnnated,  but  for  the  interference  of  the  General  Court,  which 
forbade  ]\Ir.  Stone  and  his  church  from  disciplining  the  withdrav/ers. 
and  the  latter  fmm  tlieir  proposed   tuiiou   with   Mr.   Piusseirs  church. 

[Hie  entbers  of  old  dissensions  in  the  Wethersfidd  Church  had  not 
so  thoroughly  cooled  down,  however,  but  that  they  were  easily  stirred 
into  new  life  by  this  controversy  in  their  neigldioring  tuwn.  with  whcse 
people  liiey  were  in  daily  converse.  And,  as  freouentiv  happens  m 
such  cases,  they  were  rtidely  raked  o]->en  and  fanned  into  Ihimo  liy  v.liat 
appears  to  have  been  an  arbitrary  and  imjirudent  action  of  ^Ir.  I'us- 
scH's,  who  as  witness  in  a  law  suit,  had  testiiled  in  a  way  that  was 
offensive  to  l.ieut.  John  Hollister,  an  interested  party  and  prominent 
member  of  his  congregation,  and  who  naturally  expressed  his  feelings  in 
the  matter.  'Mr.  Russell,  like  ^Ir.  Stone,  is  said  to  have  inclined 
towards  Presbvterianism,  as  opposed  to  indrprndmt  Congregationalism, 
and  to  have  held  the  same  views  as  to  chtirch  government  and  discipline: 
and  so,  apparently  without  even  the  cutirtesy  of  a  clitirch  trial,  ^Ir. 
Hollister  found  himself,  in  lfi:)r),  excommunicateil  fr<Mn  church  priv- 
Wc-cTQ^ — and  when  he  demanded  the  reasons,  or  charges  for  this  sum- 
mary proceeiling,  they  were  refused.    In  this  affair  }\Ir.  Russell  seems 


•The  "Half- Way  Covenant"  was  a  rule  which  admitted  to  the  rite  of  baptism,  "the 
children  of  such  baptiziKl  parents"  .is  were  not  scandalous  [in  the  marital  relation, 
or  in  their  walks  and  conversation],  and  who  would  own  the  Covenant,  though  not 
members  of  tlie  church  in  full  communion."  Before  its  adoption,  no  children,  whose 
parents  were  not  members  of  the  church  in  full  communion,  could  be  baptized.  The 
movement  for  this  "lettin^c  down  of  the  bars"  of  strict  church  memberslup.  beu'an 
in  1055:  and  gained  strength  from  the  .-iction  of  General  Council  held  at  Boston  in 
June,  1057:  but,  its  clause  and  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Court  was  not 
acceptable  to  all  the  Conn,  churches,  nor  did  they  end  the  controversy.  See  Trumbull's 
Hist.  Conn.,  I.,  297,  298,  303,  304. 
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to  have  had  a  inaj(.rity  of  lli..  Chunh  whh  him;  hut  unfortunately,  a 
majority  of  ihc  Town,  wliirh,  in  those  Hays,  really  controlled  the  Church, 
was  aii'ainst  him,  and  sided  very  strono-ly  uiih  II,,llisi(r.  "Ihal  Mr. 
Kussell  heen  anxious  to  test  the  practical  woikiu-s  of  his  plan  of 
church  government,"  says  IJollister  the  hi.-tori;in.  a  descendant  of  iho 
redouhtahle  TicnIcnanI,  "he  c,,nM  hardly  have  chosen  a  more  favorahlo 
suhject  than  one  n[  ('apt.  .Mason's  military  officers,  a  centlemau  of  un- 
douhted  prohity,  an  experienced  mcml.cr  of  the  (i.neral  Court  and  a  man 
not  likely  to  he  outdone  hy  .Mr.  Kn-sel  in  the  stcadinc-s  of  his  purpose 
and  the  ohstinacy  (d'  his  resistance.  liesides  his  own  natural  force  of 
character,  Ilcdlister  had  nuirried  a  daughter  of  Kichard  Treat,  Ksq.,  ouo 
of  the  uiu.st  formidahle  opponents  in  the  cr.lony,  and  could  hrin--  into 
the  quarrel  an  array  of  munes  that  the  General  Court  would  hardlv 
treat  with  contempt." 

The  -whole  town,  of  course,  was  excited  hy  this  contest.  A  petition 
was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  signed  hy  irollister  and  ten  other 
memhers  of  the  Church  and  hy  thirty-eight  others  (jirohahly  memliers 
of  the  Society),  of  the  hest  standing  in  the  community.  This  petition 
reads  thus : 

"To  the  light  Worshipful,  the  Governor  ami  Dcnutv  Goveruov,  ih-^ 
Worshipful  -\ragisl rates  and  Deputies,  assemhled  at  Hartford,  in  this 
Honored  Couit,  your  huml.h'  petitioners  wish  increase  of  all  felicity. 
August  17th,  ICidS. 

'AVe,  inhahitants  of  Wetherslleld,  are  necessitated  to  implore  the  aid 
and  assistance  of  this  Honored  Court,  ami  thereafter  l.y  right  of  an 
order  made  last  .March;  for  .Mr.  Russell,  as  we  conceive,  is  not  our 
settled  and  a].iiroved  minister:  First,  he  having  sent  us  a  writing,  in 
the  Spring,  to  provide  for  ourselves  lest  we  he  destitute,  and  we  hav- 
ing ])rofessed,  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  free  hy  answer  of  our  com- 
mittee, nor  can  we  close  with  him,  and  are  afraid  to  venture  our  S(.uls 
under  his  ministry,  he  having  given  so  great  a  scandal  to  the  Gospel  of 
our  l.ord  Jesns  Christ  hy  such  a  grevions  oath,  acknowledged  hy  himself 
to  he  amhiguous,  rash  and  sinful,  and  what  more  may  he  made  evident. 
Therefore,  we,  your  humhle  petitioners,  humhly  crave  that  we  may  not 
be  held  in  bondage,  but  may  use  our  liberty  in  i)rocuring  a  minister 
who  may  be  faithful  in  the  administrations  of  the  Gospel,  and  inoffen- 
sive in  his  conversation;  otherwise,  we,  your  humble  petitioners,  shall 
be  forced  to  undergo  whatever  inconveniences  or  damage  may  come 
upon  us  or  ours,  f<.r  we  think  him  altogether  unfit  for  our  comfort. 
And  we,  your  hnmljle  petitioners,  humbly  crave  your  help,  for  we  pro- 
fess it  lies  as  a  heavy  burden  upon  our  c(nisciences,  and  we  know  no  rule 
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that  lie  sliduld  (•ouipcl  u.s  to  it.  Aiul  if  yoiir  lmiul)li'  potilionors  fiinl 
relief,  _V"U  will  now  ciinaiic  iis  to  nil  Ir^al  sul>jiTtioii  to  yon,  so  liuiiilily 
we  tiiku  <nii'  l('av(>  of  you,  and  I'cst  yours  to  lie  coninianded. 

Mrnihcrs  of  Ihc  Cliiircli. 
Jolin  llollistci-  liicliard  Sinitli.  Sr.  .Margaret  \\'ri;:lit 

'i'liomas  Wright,  Sr.        Alice  Treat  Kebeecali  Siiiilli 

tlolm  I  )eniini;-.  Sr.  -I.iana    Ilidli>ier  1  )orotliy  Edwards 

John   i'Muards,  Sr.  .Mary   KoMiins 

Not   CJnnrh   }fcii)J)crs. 

Thonnis  Cnrtis  Thomas  CJilliert  (Jeoriio  Wolcott 

John  Chester  Thomas  Williams  Thomas  Wickham 

Sannu'l  iJoardman  John  Sidh  r  Nathani(d  Graves 

Thonuis  Standish  John  liidden  John  Wadhanis 

John  Iviliiourn  Kniainiel   Wuck  James  Treat 

Ivic'hard  'J'reat  Hniih  Wells  Sani\icl  Wright 

John  ]\'ott  John   JTarrison  Jonathan  Smith 

Thomas  ]>orJ  I>enjamin  Crane  John  Cnrtis 

Thomas  \\';-igl.t,  Ji  ^fathias  'I'reat  James  IJoswell 

John  Jviley  William  Colefaxe  Henry  Crane 

Kichard  Smith,  Jr.  l^hilip  (Joffe  Lewis  Jones 

James  Wrij^ht  James  AVakeley 

John  J)emini,',  Jr  Josei>h  Smith 

G.  .11.  Ihdlister,  the  Connectient  historian,  remarks,  upon  this  peti- 
tion that  "it  Avill  he  .seen  that  it  is  signed  hy  ten  Clnirch  members  them- 
selves, first  hy  the  individual  ag-gvie\'od,  followed  by  the  other  male  mem- 
bers; then  by  the  female  mend)ers,  with  ^Irs.  Treat,  the  wife  of  Kichard 
and  mother  of  Gov.  Tn^at,  at  tlie  liead,  and  ne.xt  to  her,  Airs,  llollister, 
her  danghter,  wife  of  the  principal  ajiidicant :  and  that  these  names, 
male  and  female,  are  separated  with  as  much  decency  as  their  owners 
would  have  oltserved  in  the  meeting  house  on  the  Sabbath." 

Afeanwhile,  Air.  Ilollister  was  again  returned  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  a  member  of  the  General  Court,  in  order  that  he  might  more 
effectively  urge  his  claims,  which  he  did  at  its  session  of  August  ISth, 
1058,  in  })resenting  the  petition  before  quoted,  and  obtained  an  order 
that  Air.  Russell  should  give  his  reasons  for  his  action,  such  reasons 
to  be  delivered  to  ITollister,  or  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  messenger  from 
him,  Avlio  .should  call  at  Air.  Kussell's  house.  If  this  was  not  done, 
Air.  Sanmcd  Welles,  and  Air.  Samuel  TJoardman  were  ordered  ''season- 
ably to  rejn\ir  vnto  Air.  Knsscdl  in  behalfe  of  J.ieut.  II.  and  in  the  name 
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of  tlif  Cf'iirt  i]fiire.  ami.  if  need  lie,  rrqitire  (if  liiiii  :ni(l  the  C'lmnli  of 
Wt'ilifri^tic-ld.  llif  partif\ilar  cliargcs^  or  ofFciiccs  for  which  Mr.  11.  was 
censured;  and  having:  rc-eeived  the  said  eliarpres  fruni  Mr.  ]{..  forthwith 
to  deliver  ilum  t"  .Mr.  lInlli^tl■r  fur  lii>  hd])  aii-l  eonvieliun"  ;  ami, 
inasmuch  as  Mr.  Trtat.  Mr.  Hill  and  dnhu  Dciuinir  wt-re  dosirniis  and 
willing  ro  atteinl  S'line  rtirular  way  fur  the  ci>in]>osin£r  of  these  dilH- 
culties,  the  C'nurt  desired  the  Church  at  Wctherstiehl,  to  ohtain  smne  way 
of  reeonciliaiii-n  hetween  the  parties,  if  that  were  ])iissible. 

lladJfil  (.l/'/.s?. )  scfth'd  hy  secession  fl-oin  \\' (liters  ft  rhj  Cliiireli.— 
Meanwhile,  and  in  the  early  j)art  of  the  year  IijTjS,  ^Ir.  Iiusstll  had 
been  ready  to  dejiart  from  Wethcrsllcld :  for,  on  the  10th  of  A]iril. 
1G5S,  the  Tiiwn  had  ajijininted  a  committee  to  wait  ujnm  hiin  and 
request  him  l>>  .-tay.  IjUT.  after  this  implied  et'n>ure  nf  the  (imeral 
Court  in  the  Ilolli^ter  case,  any  further  remonstrances  were  seen  to  he 
in  vain;  and.  in  Deoemher.  lC'u>,  the  'i\>wn  expns-ed  its  conviction, 
hy  vote,  that  they  iv  h'nuer  had  a  settled  niini-ter;  and  overture-^  had 
a]iparenT]y  heen  mad.e  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  to  learn  wlietlier 
that  iriivernnient  was  fav<irahly  inclined  to  a  new  settlement  within  its 
iurisdic'i-.n.  The  Mas-afhusetts  ccvernmeiit  had  hec'u  sounded 
as  to  Its  pri'liahie  attitude  towards  such  a  nioveniein,  and  on  May  :2CMh, 
165S,  had  fornially  granted  Hartford  and  Wetherstield  peojile  permis- 
sion to  settle  "at  Xorwattock  [Iladlev.  ^lass.]  or  elsewhere"  within  its 
jurisdiction.  In  Decemlwr  oi  the  same  year,  also,  the  Town  expressed 
its  conviction,  hy  vr.te.  that  they  had  no  settled  minister;  and  in  the 
following  Spring  (March.  l<'u")!i),  chose  a  connuittee  to  confer  with 
Governor  Thomas  Welles  (then  residing  in  Wetherstield),  and  Rev. 
!Mr.  Stone,  of  Hartford,  about  procuring  someone  "to  Ik?  helpful  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry."' 

That  Mr.  Ilussell,  liowever.  had  not  left  Wethersfield  at  this  time, 
seems  to  Ix?  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  Toiri:  Rr cords  say.  mider 
date  of  May  I'nd.  li;.j'.».  -Tt  is  connuoidy  reporteil  that  Mr.  Uussell 
hath  sent  for  his  church  at  Xorwattock  (Iladlev)  to  do  some  church  act. 
whereby  the  Towne  is  wholly  destitute,"  and  then  they  procee<led  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  fiml  a  new  minister.  We  can  not  clearly  under- 
stand, from  the  wording  of  this  entry,  what  this  •"church  act"  was;  hut 
it  evidently  convinced  the  Tov.u  that  their  late  j^astor  no  longer  con- 
sidered himself  as  connected  with  the  Wethersfield  Church,  and  that 
they  must  make  up  their  minds  to  part  with  him.  And,  the  ])hrase, 
"his  church  at  Xorwatt':'ck."  leads  us  to  infer  that  the  exodus  of  some  of 
his  adherents,  at  least,  from  Wethersfield.  had  already  connnenced.  Yet. 
it  could  only  have  been  an  advance  guard.     For  on  the  ISth  of  April, 
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1G5!),  a  gatlu'riiii;-  of  incii  {'n-m  Windsor,  llarit'onl  aiul  Wclliorstickl^ 
was  liold  at  flic  liousc  of  Xailianid  WanI,  at  Hartford,  wlicro  it  was 
iimtuallv  a,i;rccd,  in  writ  in-,  tliat  the  signers  of  a  proposed  agreement 
slumld  '•remove  tliemsel\fs  and  their  famili(>s  ont  of  the  jnrisdietion 
of  Connectient,   into  llie  jurisdiction  of   Massaehusetts." — //.  /,'.  ,S'.  | 

Of  the  fifty-nine  signers,  thirPv-si\  oi'  thirty-seven  were  from  Ilail- 
ford,  twenty  front  Wetherstiehi,  ami  two  oi-  throe  from  Windsor. 

Those  from   Welherslield  weri' 

.Fohn  linssell,  Sen.  Samuel     Ciardiier,    of     lloeeannm,. 
Kov.  John  liussell,  ,Ir.  ( Wethersiield  ). 

Xathaiiiel  Dickinson.  John  llnhhard,  son  of  George. 

John  Dickinson         )  'J'honias    Kdwards,    of    Iloccannm 

nil  I  V    1   •  '-SOUS  of  Xalli'l  ,,.      ,  >    ,  ,, 

liiomas  Dickinson  |  (  W  ethers  field). 

Saimnd  Smith,  .s(jii  of  llev.  Henry,    Kohert  lioltwood. 

tlec'd.  William  (inll. 

Thomas  ColemaJi.  ].iike  Hitchcock.  ,' 

John  Colnian,  son  of  Thomas.  Philip   Smith. > 

Thomas  Welles,  .son  of  Jlngh  SamiK'l  Smith,  ,lr.,  s.  of  Sanuiel, 
Welles  ;;-.kI  son-iii-law  of  the  '•Felimonger." 

'J'homas  Coleman.  Pochard  .Montague.  • 

James  Northam.  Jelui  J>alimer. 

Pefore  the  end  of  the  year,  all  of  the  aliove  named,  except  Thos. 
Edwards,  Sainncl  Smith,  Jr.,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Pichard  .Montague  and 
John  Latimer,  had  removed  to  Xorwottiick.  These  five  remained  in 
Wetlu'i-sfield. 

About  the  ]5tli  of  .ALirch,  lOGl, 

Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jr.  Samuel  Peldcn. 

Thomas  Graves.  Edward  Ik'uton. 

^''''''''     Lo„s  of  Tl,on,.s.  Sigismond  Kitchen. 

io]\u,     j  Samuel  Dickinson   (scm  of  Xath'lj. 

'  Signed  another  agreement  to  remove  to  the  West  side  of  the  Pivcr  at 
Norwottock.  Of  these,  Ponton  and  Pitclioll  remained  in  Wothersfield  ; 
the  others  removed  to  Tladlev,  as  the  new  settlement  was  subsequently 
named.'' 


■  I'liilip    Siiiitli,   Kicli:inl    Mnntiipiio.   Mr.    Jolm    Riissi.!!,    .7r.,    had   boltiiiff-mill.s   at 
Ihullcy.     MontMu'iic  w.is  n  li.il<,.r,  liis  boltinginill  val.  IGSO,  at  00  sliillinjjs.— ./urfrf. 
^.Judd's  Hialori/  0/  lladhy. 
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Jlal/icld,  Mass. — In  1G72,  tlio  following;-  Wothcrstiold  men  and  tbcir 
fiiniilios  Avcro  rt^sidiug  at  Hatfield,  west  side  of  Cunnectiout  Kiver,  op- 
posite Iladlcy: 

Jolm  Graves,  Sr.  Saimicl  Foote. 

])aiiiel  ]>cldc)i.  Saiiuu>l  IJcldcn. 

John  Graves,  Jr.  Edniond    liciitim. 

Isaac  Graves,  Sr.  John  Coleman. 

Isaac  Graves,  Jr.  Wm.   Gull 

Js^athaniel  l)iekiiis„n,    Sr.  Win.  Ellis  (Allis). 

Nathaniel  Diokinson,  -Jr.  Stei)h.  Tavhn- ? 

Hczekiah,  \  Samuel  Dickinson. 
Neheniiah,    sons  of  Nalh.  Dickinson,  Sr.Jolm   Wells. 

Obadiah,     )  Philil,  Ihi.sell. 

ISTatiri  Foote.  Win.   Scott  ( 

[In  regard  to  this  controversy  and  secession  to  ^rassaelinseris  from 
Wcthersfield  eliurch,  The  IjUcranj  /Jiari/  of  Prcs.  Ezra  StUi\-i,  of  Yale 
(^ollege,  recently  pnhlished,  gixcs  ns  a  little  additional  liuht.  This 
close  and  scholarly  student  of  Xew  England  Ecclesiastical  history. 
make?  th.c  follov.-ing  note,  in  ITSS  (///,  ooi;. — (llalics  arc  our  own. 
//.  7.'.  ^.) 

"Cint.  Wktheksfikm).  There  is  great  obscurity.  Xo  records.  Con- 
troversy there  1050.  About  1G()0,  the  Pastor,  Hex.  John  lin-.-eU  and 
all  the  Ciih.  ^reiubers,  hid  ■'>  under  ccnsaix'  tO  one  who  ira-<:  silcKt.  voted 
a  Iiemoval — &  Pastor  &  Chh.  actually  removed  to  Iladly,  leariii;/  the 
five  Brethren  under  Censnre.  V>y  Letter  dated  IXorwoo,  April  20, 
IGCl,  written  by  ^Ir.  Pnssel  (is:  Win.  Goodwin  in  the  name  of  the 
[Iladly]  Chh.  to  the  Chhs.  of  I>o.ston,  Roxbury,  Dorchester  >i'  Cam- 
bridge, they  ask  Council  whether  the  Chh.  of  Iladly  may  be  sihur  \' 
lett  the  5  Brethren  [at  Welh.]  pror-ede  ?  Fur  IJie  fire  Breilircn  nfier 
Mr.  RusseVs  Jleinoral  cO  bro  more  dei-hircd  UienisrJres  a  Chit,  il-  ad- 
mitted Members.  And  the  Weathersfd  Affairs  were  before  the  .\s- 
sembly.  Thus,  I  suppose  M'ealhj'd  Chh  iras  ret/alltei-ed  KiijO.  (  Vide. 
Mr.  Kussels  Lett,  among  blather  ^fss.)" 

Pres.  Stiles'  supposition  as  to  the  regathering  of  the  Wethersi^eld 
Clmrch,  lOGO,  is,  in  a  sense,  true,  for  the  G(Mieral  Court,  obligeil  t.> 
take  some  measures  to  remedy  the  evils  growing  out  of  this  unliajijiy 
state  of  things,  resolved,  at  its  session  of  14th  ^rarch,  lGGO-1.  tliat, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  a  church  orderly  gathered  in  Wethersfield.  bv  the 


*  Wcthersfield  Rec,  May  21,  1G8S. 
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full  allowance  of  the  Court  and  magistrates  then  in  power  and  by 
the  consent  and  a))i)r(>biiti<'n  of  neidiboriiip;  churches,  tlw  rfini/ntl  of 
vicml/crs  (lid  u(,(  di^lri-ij  the  clnircli.  and  therefore  "the  ('ouvt  doth 
hereby  deolai'c  tliat  the  said  Church  is  tlie  true  and  undoubli'd  Ciiurch 
of  CuiasT  in  AV(ther>tield,  and  su  to  be  aci-ounted  and  esteciued."  ' — //. 
I'.  -S'.l 

Tiiis  secessidii  tn  Iladli  v  and  Ilatlleld,  was  tlie  hi.-t.  perha]>s,  which 
arose  frciu  any  ccrlesiasi  ieal  di-.-en-inii  in  Wether.?lield ;  but  other 
rmif/rafions  followed  from  time  to  time,  which  we  brielly  clu-nniLde, 
as  forminjr  a  part  of  AVethersfield's  claim  to  be  called  one  of  the  ^Tother 
Towns  of  Cdiinccticut. 

Otjiki:  Emioi;atioxs. 

Xonric]i,  known  up  to  ICf.l,  ;is  Muhaijaii  was  settled  in  lGr)9; 
and  among  its  j)i(ineers  were  John  lieynolds  and  Thomas  Tracy,  both 
from  Wethersfield.  Iikynoi.ds  had  been  living  in  Stamford  for  some 
years,  probably  since  l()4<i,  when  he  sold  his  homestead  at  Wethersfield 
to  Lieut.  John  ]Iollister.  lie  became  a  ]irominent  civil  uihcial  at  Xor- 
wich.  Tj;.vcv,  originally  from  Tewkesbury,  Enij;.,  to  Salem,  J^Iass., 
1G;JG;  removed  to  \\V.rlier-'ie1d  about  I'il-L';  thcr.cc,  1000,  lo  ^■oi^^iv•h; 
he  Avas  the  ancester  of  U.  S.  Senator  and  Statesman  Uriah  'J'racy,  and 
others  of  the  name,  well  known.  Wii.i.i.vm  IIydk,  last  from  Saybrouk, 
may  have  first  resided  at  Wither-iicld,  possibly  a  son  fir  br<^ther  of 
Timothy  Hyde  of  that  place  Thus.  JK)Waiii)  was  also  a  jirojjrietor 
of  10.')!),  and  fmui  Wether>tield. 

i^cw  London.— 'Y\\\^  settlement,  known  down  to  1G.5S  as  Xameaug 
(sometimes,  also,  as  Fcquot,  or  Pcquri),  was  begun  in  ]G4."i.  Among 
its  original  settlers  we  find  dAcon  Watkkiiousk  and  Gkoi;c;k  Ciiai'- 
rYA.\..  The  former  (probably  the  same  lutme  as  ^Vall^nlls)  fir.-<t  went 
to  Saybrook,  pcrha]is  as  a  soldier,  only  a  year  or  two  ]u'eviously.  lie 
sold  his  homestead  in  Wethersfield  to  William  C(dfax.  ^fay,  IG-iT, 
or  earlier:  and  was  one  of  three  or  fotir  occupants  of  Pequot,  two 
years  earlier.  He  is  not  to  be  eonf'oundc<l  with  another  ]ierson  of  the 
same  name  in  Wethersfield,  who  remarried  and  probaldy  died  there, 
being  apparently  of  little  or  no  accotmt.  !^^r.  I\obf.i;t  P.\i:ke  and  his 
sou  Thomas  Paukk,  borh  wealthy  gentlemen,  removed  from  Wethers- 
field to  Xew  London,  in  1G.">0:  also,  in  the  same  year  went  Kohkht 
BfKROWs  (or  Burroughs)  LIicuard  EKI.I>l;^-  and  William  Taylor 
but  the  latter  remained  not  loni:  there.     Tavlor  returned  to  Wethers- 


'  Cliapiii's  GldSionhunj  Centennial,  30. 
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field,  where  his  sons  Jolm  niid  Samuel  livcil.  iJcMcii.  priiliahly,  never 
intended  to  remain  permanently  iheic.  as  he  had  a  family  and  large 
estates  in  \Velh(r>tield.  Parke  and  iJurrow^  >eltled  in  thai  pari  of 
Kcv:  London  known  as  PcKjuonoek  (imw  in  GroU)n  Township).  An- 
r):£i;w  Laxcikix  (or  hono-don),  whom  ^Miss  (_'a\dkins  ])laees  in  tiie  list 
of  Xew  London  (or,  rather  Peijtint)  settlers,  in  IdlT,  went  from 
Wethersfield,  a  fael  of  whieh  this  i;il'ie<l  hi.-torian  dots  nnt  seem  to  have 
been  aware.  His  Wethersfield  humesteatl  was  pnrcliased  Ia-  William 
Comstock  in  1()4;>;  I)nt  he  may  ha\e  lefl  W'etherstield  eai-lii'r.  Wii.i.iA.\t 
Tayt.ok  and  Wii.i.fam  Comstock,  hdth  o{  whom  were  in  Xe^\■  hoiidon 
as  early  as  Xov.  10,  ]l').")(),  eo-nperatini;'  with  Mr.  Winthrop  in  the 
cstahlishini;'  of  a  eorn  mill,  were  Imth  frcuii  Wetherstield,  which  Miss 
Caulkins  does  not  seem  to  have  known.  Taylnr's  son  Jolm  was  horn  in 
Wethersfield  .Inly  L';!d,  ItMD,  and  with  his  lirother  John  resi<le<]  there. 
Taylor,  the  father,  did  not  long  renuiin  in  Xew  Londcui,  hnt  returned 
prior  to  lOTl,  and  huilt  himself  a  house  at  Roeky  Hill.  Lient.  Samiki, 
S.MiTir  had  houglit  a  lot  at  .\ameaiig  as  early  as  Fel)ruarv,  l('>.")l-2; 
renniini'd  there  and  hecanie  "TowiTs  LirMitenant"  of  Xew  London, 
lie  was  a  son  of  Sanuiel  Smith,  "the  Fellmonger,"  as  the  I'ccords 
somellme.-^  call  hi.n.  "I'Ik  latiiV  was  c.;;c  of  the  ■■"■-■'»ol  A\'.,(-,,|.t,|u-M 
settlers  of  Wethersfield,  and  a  jiersttn  of  lai'ge  lamled  ])os>essi()ns  and 
standing.  I'x^sides  his  son,  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith.  Ji-.,  he  had  a  son 
l^iehard  Smith,  Sr.,  wIk^  remained  in  Wether-licld  ;  a  son  Lieut. 
Pliilip,  who  removed  to  IFadley,  in  Id.")'.),  and  a  son  dohn,  who  also 
went  to  Jladhy.  lv\ce])ting  on  the  authority  <>f  Mi>s  Caulkins,  we 
shoidd  d(»id)t  if  the  Lieut.  Samuel  Smith,  of  .Vew  London,  came  from 
Wethersfield;  ludess,  pessihly,  it  was  another  Samuel,  son  of  Pichard, 
Sr.,  an<l  grandson  of  Samuel,  the  ^Vaterto\\n  settler,  who  was  an  old 
man  when  he  came  to  Wethersfield,  in  Iti.'M-.").  Pichard  Smith,  Sr., 
and  Pichard  Smilli,  dr.,  of  Xarragaus(>tt  (^^'ickford.  IL  L,  then 
claimed  hy  Coniu'Cticut ),  in  lfl<!:'>,  can  not  have  heen  the  person  of  the 
same  name  in  Wethersfield  :  although  Pichard  Smith,  Jr.,  removed 
to  the  east  side  of  the  river  (CJla-tonhury).  There  was  iuiolher  Pichard 
Smith,  who  was  in  Lyme,  in  KiTl,  and  p(>rhaiis  earlier.  ]\[r.  Jou.v 
Ti.NKKK,  the  Assistant  for  X'ew  London,  in  incO,  and  whom  Miss 
Caulkins  descrihes  as  "a  grave  and  iiohle  man,"  was  not — as  she 
supposes,  from  the  ]\Lissachusetts  Colony;  hnt  was  in  Wethersfield  as 
early  as  10  il  ;  at  least,  we  may  sf>  infer,  from  the  fact  of  his  recording 
some  of  his  lands  there,  at  that  date. 

Middletutni,  until  ll'>~j'^  known  as  Mdllahcscll .  was  hegun  in  1051, 
and   in   the  little   handful   of   its    pioneers,    was    William    S.mitii,    of 
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Wi'tlicr>licl(I,  liiit  after  a  fi-w  years  iie  rciuovi'd  t-.  Faniiin-;t..ii.  Joiix 
KiKUV,  Sr.,  wont  t..  .M  id.lleh.wn.  lu'uhal.ly.  in  li\:,-2,  takini,^  witli  liini 
las  c-hildreii,  Ilaiiuali,  .Jnlm  ainl  Kimice.  A  list  of  i)n)prictors  of 
Mid.llctowii,  taken  :\Iarcl.  2lM.  KiTd,  contains  the  foil.. win-  iianu-.-;. 
as  is  holiovi'd  of  Wethersfield  men:  Gi:(.i;.;k  ][ri!i:Ai;i.,  2<I,\vlio.  in 
lG-10,  had  hoen  fined  lO...,  ;,i  Wet  her>tiel<l  fur  eNchan,-in,o.  a  „i„<ket 
with  an  In.lian;  Rkiiaim.  IIai.i,,  ori-inally  of  Hartford:  Thomas 
]lrniiAKi);  .John  lIcia.iuiiT,  son  of  Thomas,  the  Pe,|uot  soldier; 
William  Hincais,  and  perhaps,  Jamks  Taiti.x  ('J'appan,  Toi)])inir), 
8011  of  ("apt.    Thomas    (^),   of  Wetherstiehl. 

A  proposed  sfttlrmcnl  in  fho  jnrsinl  Windham  Counlij. — In 
May,  ICsO,  inhahitants  Wetlierstield.  petition(>d  th.'  General  Court 
for  "liherty  to  erect  a  ]>lantation  in  tjie  Wahaquassit  eountry." 
This  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  'i'ownship  of  Woodstock;  the 
tract  asked  for  was  an  area  of  ten  miles  square.  The  signers  to  the 
].etition  were:  ]Jieh.  Smith,  J]enj.  Crane,  Sr.,  John  nrunson.  The. 
llollister,  John  Wa.hloms  [Wadhani^],  Kdw.  IVnton,  Sam.  Smith, 
and  Joseph  Smitli,  in  behalf  of  them>elves  and  'Y.f  the  rest,"  mimed  in 
the  ])etitions,  viz.:  'Jlio.  :ilarshall,  John  Jinnnwell,  Calel.  Ilenjamin. 
Ezekiel  V.n-k.  ^^^M.  Tryou,  John  KillM,urn,  .;..,  'J'ho.  Kill,„urn."  K'oeu 
Kiiiiourn,  waniei  lioaniman,  Jonatlian  lioardman,  Jonathan  Uelden, 
John  Tavlor,  Sam.  Taylor.  Jonath.  Colefaxe  [Cdfax],  IVler  Dlin, 
Jo.seph  Curtis,  Tho.  Hah',  J,.hn  Xortli.  Alex.Keney,  John  Ilosinton^ 
Wm.  Taylor,  John  :\Iorris  and  Sam.  T.aker.  The  petition  was  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  Vu-y.  Gershom  I5ulkeley.  The  tract  was  so  far 
north  that  the  petitioners  were  in  douht  whether  it  would  ])artly  fall 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  ^Massachusetts,  who.se  south  line  was  then 
undetermined.  The  Wethersfield  men  did  not  take  up  the  tract,  and 
it  was,  in  IHSJ,  hou-lit  hy  Ca])t.  James  Fitch,  of  Norwich,  from  the 
Indian  Owenoco. 

In  January,  IHST,  the  General  Court,  l.eino;  apprehensive  that  An- 
dres, the  TJoyal  Gov.  rnor,  was  about  to  possess  himself  (,f  the  Colony's 
charter — undertook,  by  granting  tho  unoccuided  tracts  west  of  the 
Connecticut  Ty-Wor  to  AViudsor,  l]artford,  Wethersfield,  .Middletown, 
Farmington  and  Killingworth— to  place  those  lands  beyond  the  reach 
and  control  of  the  "rsurper."'  The  movement  was  an  ill-advised  one; 
for  it  would  not,  in  law,  have  had  the  desired  effect;  and  it,  in  fact,  led 
to  bitter  controversies  when  the  Colony  afterward  .sought  to  recover 
its  title  to  the  lands  in  question.  The  lands  granted  to  Wethersfield, 
Middletown  and  Farmington  were:  -'All  those  vacant  lands  between 
Wallingford   bounds   and    the   bounds   of  tho.se  plantations  to  make   a 
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village  therein."  Ro5i>coting  this  grant,  which  was  very  vague  and 
indotinite,  it  docs  not  appear,  that  any  eonolusion  was  ever  reached. 

Other  Wcthers/ichls  in  {he  i'nifed  Stales. — Tliis  old  •'MMther  Town"' 
has  given  hifth  to  one  other  town,  of  tlie  same  name;  and  her  ii'iettc  to 
three  others,  which  are  now  recognized  postofrices  in  the  I'.  S.  Postal 
Director!/. 

Wcthcr.ifuld,  lUiiihis. — In  the  year  1  >:')!''>,  during  the  "(n-aze"' 
for  specidation  in  Western  real  estate  which  prevailed  thr.  mg- 
out  the  country,  The  Conneeticut  A-<<oclalion,  '"having  in  view 
piety  in  State  of  Illinois,"'  was  formed  at  "Wetherstleld,  Conn.,  hy  a 
nunihcr  of  residents,  nmstly  of  this  town  and  of  Glastonlniry.  It  num- 
bered about  GO  members,  as  follows:  Chester  Bidkley,  Dr.  Archibald 
Welsh,  ^Merritt  Butler,  Elisha  Wolcott,  Josluia  Goodrich,  Samuel  Gal- 
pin,  John  Ilanmer,  Samuel  Ilanmer,  O-mnud  Harrison,  Alfrnl  Blinn, 
Chaunccy  Coleman.  Horace  ^^"olcolf,  ^lariin  Kellogg,  B-:>gcr  Welles. 
Wealthy'  Willard,  Henry  Bobbins,  Lorren  B<.bbins,  Sclden  :\[iner, 
James  L.  Belden.  Bcv.  Bevi  B.  Chun-liill.  John  ^lorris.  Philo  Currin, 

Geo.  Yurom.  ^Irs.  Ann  ]\Iarsh,  Stillman.  Geo.  Well-.  ^^liles 

and  Horace  Davis,  all  of  Wcthersfield ;  Col.  Sylvester  ]jli-!i.  Xorman 
Hul>1v.vrl  T.,na  H"bl.ard,  B-v.  S:.n/1  H.  Bi'Mel  ---f  Qt ast >;>},„<■>; :  AMyi 
and  Geo.  Kellogg.  B.  Talcotf,  X.  O.  Kellogg.  Aaron  Kellogg.  Phineas 
Talcott,  Allyn  Talcott,  of  Ven\<,n.  Ct.,  and  a  few  others  from  other 
places.  Bevs.  C.  J.  Tenny,  Balph  Emerson  'I'f  Amiover,  ]^Ia-s.").Itha- 
mer  BilUbury  and  Bev.  John  ]\Iarsli  nf  X.  Y.  (sun  of  the  old  Wethers- 
field  pastor),  are  also  named  on  the  records  as  '"proprietors."  For  a 
subscript iciu  of  ^2.30.  each  person  was  entitled  to  a  quarter  .-ection  of 
prairie  land,  20  acres  of  tindjer  land  and  a  village  lot  of  2i  acres.  The 
plan  of  the  Company  embraced  a  Literary  Institution,  or  '"^Manual 
Labor  Academy,"  a  church  (denomination  to  be  decided  by  the  tnis- 
tecs),  steam  saw  and  gri>t  mill-,  a  brick  yard  and  a  j'ublic  hou-e.  or  inn  : 
but  it  was  to  l»e  a  strictly  temperate  town.  The  land  was  surveyed  and 
a  village  plot  laid  out — the  population  grew  by  1S30,  to  alxiut  40  fam- 
ilies, a  church  and  a  schoolhouse  (both  •'•f  logs)  were  builded  :  and  mis- 
sionary work  commenced  by  a  Bev.  Ithamar  Pillsbury,  followed  later  ly- 
a  Rev.  !Mr.  Vail.  etc.  Jiut  the  general  collapse  of  the  real  estate  b'X>m 
swamped  the  enterprise,  and  thongh  the  Eastern  stockholders  maintained 
a  bold  front  for  a  time,  by  1^4^,  the  Association  had  '"wound  up  busi- 
ness." The  town  whi'-h  they  founded  ultimately  revived  and  is  now  a 
postoffice  in  the  Directory  of  the  L'.  S.  Postonice  Department.  (This 
sketch  taken  from  the  original  I'ook  of  Records  of  the  Assr)ciation,  in 
possession  of  the  late  Judge  S.  W.  Adams.) 
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Ainon^  the  yiaiuc^akc-loiciis^  the  oldr.^t  is  M'eathrrsfichl,  ^Vin(hur 
Co.,  Vcvinonl,  a  township  granted  in  August,  1701,  tu  Gideu.i  Lyman 
and  01  otherd,  must  of  wliom  wore  from  Xew  Haven,  ("t.  V>y  1TG3, 
they  had  made  consideialdc  jtrogrcss,  both  as  to  populatinn  and  rultiva- 
tion  of  their  settlement;  but  a  bitter  disjtute  was  then  bfing'  waxed 
between  the  States  of  Xew  Hampshire  and  Xew  'I'ork  as  to  their  rc- 
speetivc  rights  to  the  '"Xew  Ilanipshin'  grants"  in  which  territory  their 
settk'ment  was  h.eated,  and  IVaring  tliat  their  progress  woukl  be  thereby 
seriously  retarded,  they  appealed  for  ]ir(jtO('tion,  in  1700,  to  the  Lieut. 
Governor  of  the  latter  Stale.  In  April,  1772,  they  received  from  Xew 
York  a  new  grant  of  their  laiuls.  Tn  the  Kevolutienary  days  they  were 
finn  su])pf)rter  of  American  lil>erty,  and  formed  a  patrintic  associa- 
tion to  forward  the  interests  of  the  eaiise.  {t'ooVuhjc  lO  Mansfield's 
Hist,  and  Dcscfipluni  of  Xcu:  Ki>ij.,  I,  Oo.").)  A  town  government  was 
formed  in  1778,  and  later  came  peaceably  under  the  juris(liclii)n  i>i  the 
State  of  \'^crmont.  (Jluirard  tC-  Cvocler's  Hist,  and  Dcsiriptlun  of  Xew 
Eng.,U,  354.) 

Wctlicm/icld,  Tniinl)idl  Co..  Oliiu. — Previous  to  the  .->eltlement  of 
this  county,  and  indeed  before  tkc  survey,  in  1700,  of  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  *.]\v  "Western  Reserve,  salt  was  being  maiiufai  i  oretl  by  white 
men  at  '"ttie  old  salt  works  in  Wetkerstield." — (Barttcr  tO  lloii-c's  lli.s- 
iorical  Collections  of  OJiio,  47S.) 

WctJiersftcld,  Co.,  New    York,   first   settled,    1810,   by 

four  men  from  Jefl'erson  Co.,  X.  Y.,  whose  names  do  not  hint  at  any 
Connecticut  Wethersfield  origin;  it  was  set  oft'  as  a  township  from 
Orangcvillc,  in  182;).  Wethersfield  Springs,  in  X.  E.  cor.  of  town  has 
3  churches  and  170  inhabitants. — (Ilovgli's  Gazctecr  of  the  State 
of  N.  Y.,  718.) 


CllAPTEK  IV. 

C'ii'il    Or(jaiii.t(ill(Jii.    llhi.slnilol    Jtij    Uic    Town's    Urcords — Iiitcr-Tcv- 
rllurial  Selllcinciils.—l'hc    Vllln<jr  of  \\','thcrs/irhl,  ls2:i. 

[]?v  SiiKiiMA.N  \V.  Adams,  Esq.] 

IN  THE  iiicaiiliiuc,  \\][\\v  the  iiihaliitaiits  of  WctlKTsficld  (as  well 
as  those  111"  liiM-  sister  towns,  Windsor  aiul  Hartford)  were 
thus  takin.i;-  up  the  land  and  laying  the  fmuidat  ioii.s  of  their  new  homos 
find  domestic  life  in  this  Western  lleniispliere,  their  civil  and  eeoiioniic 
interests  Avero  also  erystallizini;  and  licini^'  weldnl  to^^ciln'r  in  a  form 
of  Civil  Government,  necessary  to  the  protection  of  their  indi\-idual 
and  social  ri.:;hts  and  privileui's.  It  is  (d"  this  Civil  organization,  as 
connected  with  and  illnM  rated  hy  WethcM-stield's  history,  that  we  pro- 
pose now  to  speak--dirietly,  hnt  in  such  a  way  as  may  reiuler  snhseqiie:it 
allusions  to  it,   inlellii;ihle   to  oiir  readers. 

"For  two  years  and  a  lialf,"  says  Andrew-;  CThr  7,*/r''>-  7V;?c'"-  of 
Connccliait,  ]>.  '■>■'>),  "it  is  extrenudy  j.rohahle  that  the  oidy  r'tvll 
officers  were  the  coiislahlc.  whose  position  was  semi-military,  the  col- 
lectors, apixiinteil  hy  the  Coni't  to  leather  the  rates;  the  co)inuis.^wn- 
ers,  afterwards  the  a.ssi.s-lanls,  and  tlu'  roiainUtccs  of  the  General  Court, 
wlio  resided  in  the  separate  towns.  The  inhnhitants  must  have  met 
'in  some  Puhlike  Assend)ly,'  for  their  consent  -was  necessary  in  certain 
orders,  and  they  elected  committees  to  the  Court  of  1G:'>7.  The  use  of 
this  term  inclines  us  to  the  opinion,  that  all  strictly  town  nuitters  were 
at  first  conducted  hy  committees  ai)i)ointed  in  a  meeting  of  the  whole, 
and  that,  hv  IG.'^S;-!),  one  such  committee,  the  townsmen,  had  heeome 
ofhcial  in  its  character  and  was  ainmally  elected.  The  fact  that  the 
Hartford  records  for  the  first  three  years  wei'e  niercdy  notes  regarding; 
land,  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire,  provision  for  guard  at 
every  j>ul)lic  meeting,  ami  the  a]tpointment  of  a  man  to  keep  the 
bridge  in  re]iair,  and  to  do  work  upon  the  highways,  would  seem  to 
show  that  there  was  hardly  a  s"ttlcd  organization.  These  notes  were 
undouhtedly  either  entei'eil  in  the  hook  at  a  later  day  ^vhen  a  recorder 
was  aii)>ointed,  or  transferred  from  jottings  nuide  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  these  rules."  "  ••  •■  *  "With  the  heginning  of  the 
year  KI.'j!)  (.lanmirv  1,  in:;S,  O.  S.),  we  find  the  first  mention  of 
town  oflicers.     llartfoi-d  elected  at  that   time  four  loinisincn,"  and  the 
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careful  manner  in  wliirli  ilieir  ilnties  are  deHiu  il  .iml  elal)i)ratt<l  upi>n 
tlio  tDwn'.s  hniik-;  in  cunnicl  ion  with  the  reennl  i>f  tlieir  flcoiinu  I'va^ls 
IIS  to  infer  tluit  the  civil  organization  of  the  (."i>iinecricut  towns  was  then 
just  heginninir  to  get  into  >ha])e.  Owin<»  to  tlio  loss  of  Wethcr.-ruM's 
Town  records  hefnro  H'.  I'l,  and  of  Windsor's  hefnre  IOTjO,  we  are  left 
to  dcjiend  upon  llartturd-  more  enmiijete  recorcis  fur  our  knowledge 
of  the  i^radnal  evnlutinn  <d'  TJie  svstem  of  tnwn  iiovernment. 

I'oirnsijtr)!. — Thi.^  is  the  title  for  many  years  uiven  to  tho<c  whoiu 
we  now  (lcsii;nate  "Sclrclnien."  Xeither  of  iIicm'  name>  were  kiinwn 
in  Enjiland,  where  oiiicers  havim;-  similar  dutie>  are  called  '■C)\'er.~eL-rs.' 
of  the  Poor."  The  lei'm  Townsmen,  first  ajqiear^  in  the  Cuiniecticut 
Colonial  Code  of  lt;."();  that  of  Selectmen  tir.-t  appears  on  the  Colinial 
Kecnrds  in  -May,  1  »!•><).  In  Wetherstield  the  term  Tuv.nsnien  seems  to 
have  heeii  used  from  the  hciiinnini;';  that  of  Selectmen  only  since  1000. 
There  are  indications  that  the  two  terms  were  not  synonymous;  for, 
at  times  (as  in  IC.tiC,  "im,  '(iO,  \sl,  's;5,  '>4  and  *>:.),  hoth  sets  ..f 
officers  were  elected;  and  the  two  hoanls  con-i-led,  in  part,  of  dilTereiit 
men.  The  title  of  t'-^clcclinru  ajijiears  tir.-t  to  have  heen  ajiplied  to 
officials  who  maile  np  sjicnal  lists  (if  e.-,tates,  as  distiniruished  fr"m 
those  -"'f  *hc   re^^nlar  a^se>>or>.  or   "listers,"   as   they   were  then  calicl. 

Jn  reiiard  to  this  want  of  diiferent iatiim  hctween  the  Terms  "■towns- 
men" and  "selectmen,"  Andrews  (77;('  JUicr  Toir»s  of  Coiuicciicut^ 
p.  109),  thus  remarks:  "The  townsmen  uvadually  ohaiified  into  the  select- 
men. This  name  does  not  appear  in  Ilartf'ird  and  Windsor 
records  hefore  Kil'l,  and  from  that  time  for  a  period  of 
twenty-five  years  there  is  a  curious  conmiiiiiilinir  of  the  two 
terms.  It  first  styled  two  town  c<iurts  established  the  title  '"selectmen"' 
was  often  nsed  in  record ing  the  election,  i>ut  the  town  clerk  still 
rlnn^  to  the  good  old  name,  and  we  tind  "townsmen"  in  the  minutes 
of  further  proceediuiis.  J'nt  there  is  jilenty  of  evidence  to  show  that 
the  terms  were  nsed  synonymously.  Wetherstield  employed  the  terms 
in  a  very  confusinii'  fashion.  It  first  styled  two  tov.ii  courts  establislied 
in  lOOO  and  lOtlT  "selectmen,"  and  in  KiTO  and  lilvl,  ;n;ain  nsed 
the  term  for  a  distinct  body;  it  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  the 
latter's  duties,  that  they  were  connected  with  the  orantini;-  and  recciv- 
inir  of  certificates  of  freemanshi]\  The  establishment  of  this  bwdy 
Feenis  to  have  been  the  follnwiuij;  otit  of  iui  order  of  the  Court  in  107S. 
in  which  selectmen  uivinii-  false  certitlcati's  were  tined  £.").'     Wetherstield 


'  In  scvrnty  years  in  WetluT-field,  74  iiicn  liclil  tlie  ofTice  of  townsmen,  with  an 
avcrape  of  four  elections  to  each.  Of  tliese  74,  thirty  held  ofTice  over  four  times; 
with  an  average  of  six  electinns  to  each;    14  held  over  -ix  times,  with  an  average 
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imiiKHliatc'ly  clcctctl  for  this  IkkIv  an  extra  body — first  of  four  mem- 
bers, then  of  tlircc — who  perforiiird  this  service;  and,  because,  from 
their  positions,  thev  neecied  to  have  a  familiarity  with  the  list  of  e>tates. 
tliey  were,  in  1<)7!I,  given  tlie  duties  of  li>t(rs  and  ratmiakers.  lint, 
in  a  few  years  the  t(MMn  had  become  confused  with  thai  of  tnwusincn, 
and  the  fact  that  t!ie  namt'  ■selectmen"  was  already  in  use  and  further 
established  by  the  laws  of  the  Andros  aduiini.-t  rat  inn  in  l''is>_  to  which 
Wctlicrsfield,  at  least,  very  dmifully  responded.'  brought  it  into  com- 
mon use,  and  after  ITlT).  'selectmen"  was  the  conunnnly  acce]ited 
term." 

The  nundxT  of  townsmen  varied  greatly  among  the  several  towns; 
thus  JIartford  had  four  regidarly.  Windsor,  seven,  afterwanls  I'ednced 
to  five;  while  AVetherslleld,  in  seventy  years,  elected  rwenty-six  bodies 
of  five,  twenty-nine  bodies  of  four,  and  fifteen  bodies  of  three. 

"At  that  time  much  was  passed  u])()n  by  i)eo])le  in  town  meeting, 
which  would  now  be  decided  by  the  scdectmen  at  their  own  meeting,  on 
the  strength  of  the  jtower  vested  in  them  by  law.  Hut  there  was  then  no 
law  determining  the  exact  nature  (d"  their  otHcc.  l""ach  town  measured 
the  ])roper  limitations  of  its  own  townsmen,  ajid  one  may  say  that 
the  townsmen  did  everythiuii-  for  the  performance  of  v.hicli  no  ono 
else  was  api)ointcd.  Often,  thes(>  ] lowers  varied  from  year  to  year  '" 
*  *  *  *  *  The  contnd  of  all  (>xpenditures,  whether  for  church, 
town  or  school  matters  were  in  the  hamls  of  the  town>men.  "I'nder 
the  beading  of  'Town's  Expenses"  came  jiaying  the  herders,  watch,  drinn- 
beaters,  building  and  rt^pairing  bridges,  setting  the  town  mill,  surveying 
lands,  repairing  the  minister's  house,  payment  of  minister's  salary,  oc- 
casionally supjiorling  indigent  persons,  repair  of  town  j)ro])erty  (as 
guns,  ferries,  town  stocks,  etc.),  ])ayment  of  bomities  for  wolves  and 
blackbirds,  ]iaynu'ut  of  town  othcers.  and  such  extras  as  'townsmen 
dining  with  magistrates,'  'licpior  for  bounds  goers,'  "  etc. — an  imperfect, 


of  eight  elections  to  each;  4  held  oflice  over  ei^'lit  times,  with  an  averaije  of  ten 
elections  to  each,  and  the  moat  liefunctionaried  individual  served  as  townsman 
eleven  times,  while  only  15  held  oflice  but  once. — M  eth.  Ucc,  1C4C-171G. 

'Weth.  Rec,  May  21,  1088. 

'The  annual  prratnhidalion  or  leviewal  of  a  town's  boundaiio-!.  Ijy  joint  com- 
mittees, was  a  survival  of  an  old  Enj^lish  custom  dating  from  early  Saxon  times, 
wliich  was  very  early  in  f\ill  operation  in  the  Conn.  Colony.  The  peramliulators,  or 
"bounds-goers,"  n-ecived  pay  for  their  services  on  such  occasions,  and  cider  or 
liquor  was  also  allowed  them  as  a  part  of  the  expense  attending  the  ceremonial. 
AridrcHs  (p.  100 — note),  says,  "from  the  value  of  the  liquor  used,  from  2.9.  to  C«., 
and  from  its  character  and  the  amount  used  [i.  e.  judging  from  the  Hartford  and 
Windsor  records]  it  is  likclj-  that  the  bounds-goers  stopiied  at  each  bound  mark,  and 
performed  a  little  ceremony.     But  Wcthcrs/icUl  was  not  so  lavi-^h  as  her  ;>i>ter  town, 
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li.st,  oi  course,  IjiU  .serving'  to  give  an  idea  of  what  town  expenditures 
were  in  the  olden  time. 

Town  ^Ircliu(]s. — The  tlr.-t  rreoi'ded  vote  in  Wethersfiehl,  fixing  ;i 
deiinite  time  for  a  stated  (^annual)  meeting  of  townsmc'n,  was  on  I'Jth 
J)ee.,  l.Tl."",  when  it  was  provided  that  it  l)e  held  on  \\\.c  second  Monday 
of  Decendx'r,  to  hegin  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morninj:-.  and  "to  I'lid  at 
sundown." 

77/c'  Tuirn  Jloitsc  or  Office  was  ordered  to  he  hnilt  for  town 
purposes,  hy  vote  of  Oi'tohcr  2d,  lOTl*.  Tlie  vote  was  for  a  "small 
house  on  y^  ])ai'sonai;c  home  lott,  for  a  house  of  olilce  iV  some  other  use." 
The  lot  in  question  was  that  whicli  the  town  had  ohtaincd  from  Sanniel 
Hale,  in  lOGT,  and  was  the  second  one  north  of  the  "way  into  the 
huryini;'  liroiind."  As  early  as  1GG2,  the  Town  House  is  mentioned. 
'J'his  was  on  land  adjoininii'  tho  huryiuu'  ui-oimd  lane  on  the  nortli,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  originally  heen  the  Kev.  Henry  Smitli's.  It  was 
given  to  Sam.  Hale,  hy  the  town,  in  1007,  in  exchange  for  the  one 
ahove  mentioned. 

CoiusUihlc. — This  office,  to  which  the  Genei'al  Conrt,  in  1G.'50,  ap- 
pointed an  incuiid.fMit  in  each  f)f  the  TJiver  T(!vr.f,  witliin  its  jurisdic- 
tion—nuiy  lie  eonsnlered  as  the  inihitl  ])oint  ot  town  Organization. 
For  the  appointment  of  a  constaMe  in  any  of  these,  or  suhsequently 
formed  conunmiities,  seems  to  have  heen  a  tacit  admission  of  its  rights 
and  privileges  as  a  tnwnship,  wlmse  further  organization  thereafter 
proceeded — either  hy  the  onler  or  tlie  advice  of  the  General  Court — 
hy  the  choice  of  the  people  of  said  crunmunity,  acting  directly  hy  vote  in 
town  uieeting,  or  through  their  duly  instructed  townsmen. 

The  constahlo  was  ohliged  to  take  oath,  after  his  election,  hefore 
the  Magistrate,  or  an  Assistant.  His  duties  were,  to  collect  the  county 
rate  and  deliver  it  to  the  Cnlonial  Collector  (Treasurer,  after  170S) 
to  warn  the  freeman  to  attend  tlie  meeting  for  election  of  deputies,  at 
which  uieeting,  also,  he  was  to  read  the  laws,  or  orders  passed  hv  the 
General  Conrt  during  the  prtceih'ug  year;  and  also,  to  puhlish  the 
country  rate;  ami  at  this  meeling  his  successnr  or  (as  well  as  otlier  town 
officers)  was  a]ipointed.  He  controlled  the  "watch,"  executed  the  com- 
mands of  the  Court,  or  warrants  from  magistrates;  hroke  up  tipplers; 
raised  the  "line  and  crv"  and  could   summrui  other  citizens  to  assist 


slic  alloupil  110  such  lioatlienish  sur\i\al.  Not  oiio  montion  is  aiiyulRTe  made  in  lior 
records  of  liquor  for  bound-goprs ;  slie  ordered  her  bounds  to  "be  Rund"  according 
to  Court  or<lor,  but  that,  whicli  under  some  circumstances  would  make  them 
run  more  smoothly,  was  wanting." 
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liim  ill  the  iH'ii'unnaiii-c  of  lii<  ihitii'S.  Hi'  also  paxeil  <>u  any  vacaliuiul 
aiid  ol)j(vtii'iial)li'  i)er>'>iis  to  tin-  f<>ii>tal>li's  nl'  llu-  iioxt  term,  who  in 
turn,  passed  liini  into  tin-  m-xT.  until  the  porsun  linallv  was  IiumIimI  in 
till'  town  to  which  he  lc:;all_v  l.elon^cd.  H.'  \va-  tlio  omlwdiiuont  ut 
tiio  law,  hill  the  duties  were  I'.rdu'His  ;nid  iiio-tly  unpleasant  and  nol 
soiiirht  after.  To  manv  a  oirizen  the  ])aynieiif  of  the  tine  of  4n.s-.  wad 
jnvfcrabk'  to  acetjitanee  of  -\\v]i  an  olliee. 

The  functions  of  the  i-MH-tal'le.  as  a  town  officer,  heini:  (//"(N'-iiiilitarv 
in  character  will  al-o  ho  ('"iisidered  under  the  head  of  the  'I'own  5 
^lilitary  Orir:inizati"n  :  a-  al-o  will  ho  The  ]V'ilr]t  or  Unnrd  rendered 
iK'ccssarv  in  every  town,  hy  the  cxiironcies  of  these  early  times. 

With  the  ineriM^e  of  pMpulation.  wealth,  etc.,  in  the  new  communities. 
special  otiioers  had  to  he  appMinte'l — such  as  Collrrlors  of  rates;  Sun-etj- 
ors;  Ileconh  r.  or  Tuiru  Ch  ik ;  }ini/.<c  r/rH-rr.s.-  rhimury  vinriTf^ ;  public 
irhipperx;  cattle  //( rJ'T--.-  s]ic>'p  ina>:tcrs:  onhiKiri/  (or  tavern)  I.-rrpi'i:^; 
liny  irard'iis :  phundi  rs  (later  haywarder.- )  :  t(Jirn  pcrajiiluil'itors  : 
town  tnrctiii'i  irnnurs :  ioirn  rvirr-^.  etc.  Jn  lunrly  rrrry  case,  save  of 
townsmen,  town  otricers  were  the  result  of  an  order  of  the  (Jeneral 
C'""-«   ♦'■  that   etf.wT. 

There  was  also  a  series  of  orricers  which  were  ordered  hy  the  same 
authority,  to  ho  appointei],  and  which  were  due  to  the  commercial 
activity  of  the  settlements — and  were  move  intermittently  elected — such 
as  meat  paelers.  horse  hrnu(hr.<.  seciJer.-i  of  leather,  cxainvier  of  yarii.^, 
ftc,  each  of  wlinm  took  the  oath  !)ef(.re  the  mairistrate,  and  received  as 
pav  the  fees  of  his  otnce.  Then,  there  was  the  sealer  of  ire'ujhts  and 
measures  (the  stan<lard  of  ^vhich  was  originally  in-oeured  from  Eng- 
land)  generally  chosen  l>y  the  town. 

Collectors  of  J!ates  were  sj^ecial  oiKcers — and  apjiointed  hy  the 
General  Court  in  the  early  days  of  the  Colony,  when  there  were  throe 
rates  levied — and.  ultimately  four.  These  rates  were  (1)  the  country 
rate,  or  amount  p.iid  hy  each  t>>wn  to  the  Colony:  and  which  was  col- 
lected and  transuiitteil  hy  the  constahle;  (2)  the  touni  rate,  estahlished 
by  the  town  at  each  annual  meeting  and  levied  iqv.u  each  inliahitant. 
according  to  the  list  of  taxable  estate;  {'•">)  the  minister's  rate,  levied 
and  cr-llected  in  the  same  luauner  as  the  town  rate:  an<l  (4)  the  school 
rate,  first  menti<ined  on  Wetlu-rstield  records  in  10."}S. 


'The  olTico  \va~  fr<-<infiitly  .leoliii«-.l  in  Wctlicr^ficld.  In  ICOl,  arrrn  men  were 
elected  one  nftf-r  .Tnotlu-r.  .in'l  e.ich  rtfii-ol  to  aceoiit  otiicc. — Wcthnsfn  Id  T.  Votf^, 
Dec.  2S,  lO'Jl. 


TOWN    Of'FlCKltS-COM.KCTOKS    UK    RATKS.  ^75 

111  adtlitiiiii  to  these  reuular  rates,  were  some  of  a  special,  minor,  or 
occasional  character — such  as  the  sctil  rale  (similar  to  our  ])i'e.-ent  sale 
of  pews — with  this  ditlereiice,  that  the  st'at  wa.s  assiiiued  \>y  a  tieating 
pommittee,  who  determined  the  amount  of  the  rat» — which  could,  if 
so  desired,  hy  the  jiarty  thus  seated,  he  ]iaid  oiT  in  work  for  the  town)  ; 
the  mcadou^  rate,  for  hnilding  and  re|iairini;  th(>  connnon  fence;  the 
M'alrh  rate,  for  defrayinu'  the  cost  of  tlie  '"watch  and  wai-d"'  maintained 
liy  the  town,  and  various  lesser  rates  to  meet  excejjt  ional  a])]iropriations. 

Many  ot  the  town  ;ui<l  colony  expenses  were  met  hy  jlncs — which  were 
for  various  forms  of  olfeuse,  and  ofttimcs,  hy  no  means  incousiderahle  a^> 
to  amount.  Town  fines  Avcro  for  allowinii;  elders,  hriars  and  weeds  to 
grow  in  the  liiiihways;  for  leaving  the  meailow  gates  open;  for  neglect 
of  fences;  for  ha\-ing  unruly  cattle  or  swine;  for  carrying  (dV  tindier; 
for  the  fi'lling  (d'  trees  hy  outsiders;  for  failure  to  work  on  highwavA, 
or  commons;  for  negU'ct  of  oflicial  duties;  or  for  decdiuing  to  stM-ve  in 
office  when  elected  thereto. 

Payment  of  these  tines,  as  well  as  of  dehts,  in  the  early  lieifinning 
of  the  colony,  was  necessarily  ])ermissi!)le  "in  kind" — wheat,  i)ease, 
]ndi;in  corn,  .sound,  <lry  and  well  dressed — and,  •'*  ■■  h't?"  '!;itc,  rvo  wore 
used — and  a  regular  schedule  of  ])rices  made  anew  every  few  yearfi, 
which  determined  the  value  of  each  kind  and  quality  of  grain.  Jiy 
1G95,  people  began  to  pay  half  in  current  colonial  currency,  and  unti- 
mately,  as  their  moans  increa.sed,  current  money  became  the  established 
method  of  paying  all  rates.  Grains,  etc.  Urns  i-.sed  in  jiayment  of  rates 
had  to  be  carried  to  and  stored  in  the  custody  of  the  Collector,  unless 
— as  in  "Windsor — the  town  built  a  barn  for  the  special  ])urpose — and 
from  the  fund  thus  accumulated  at  the  collector's  the  town  ])aid  its 
debts.  It  was  not  until  the  close  of  the  century  that  collectors  got 
into  the  way  of  making  annual  reports  to  the  town.  If  Wetherstleld 
officials  were  as  conseientious  and  thorough-going  as  those  of  Wind- 
sor, in  their  dealings  with  deliminent  rate  ]>ayers,  the  latter  must  have 
had  to  "toe  the  mark"  ]n-omptly.  After  due  allowance  of  a  reasonable 
time  for  payment,  the  tax  bill  was  placed  by  the  townsmen  in  the 
hands  of  a  conmiiltee,  who  were  empowen'd,  tirst,  to  seize  what  corn  they 
might  find,  and  if  that  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  debt,  "then 
of  vAvAt  of  anji  goods  that  come  to  hand ;"  and  the  debtor  was  allowed 
three  days'  time  in  which  to  pay  U])  the  debt  and  '"redeem  the  goods 
distrayned,"  besides  ])aying  '"Id  in  a  shilling  over  and  abf)Vo  the  total 
of  his  debt,  as  a  fee,  to  those  who  distrained  his  goods.  If  ho  neglected 
so  to  redeem  them,  the  goods  were  to  be  a])prais(,Hl  ''by  indilTereiit  men," 
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who  were  t.)  sell   the  o(m„1s,  pa;-  the  dclit  ninl   return  liiilance   (if  any) 
to  tlip  dclpt..r.' 

Tlio  oiliccrs  fDUivrued  in  the  rollection  of  rates  wore  the  Lislcr.  wlio 
made  nj)  the  list  of  estate,  an  associate  wlio  nnule  out  the  rate;  the 
Co/lcrlor,  to  wli.iiii  the  i-ates  were  paid;  and  the  hisprtlor  (-a  tcuiporarv 
ofiieial)  wiiosc-  duty  it  was  to  sec  that  110  estate  was  oniilte<l  from  the 
country  list. 

Surrcynrs. — Of  the>e,  two  were  annually  chosen,  whose  duties  were 
the  surveying  of  lines  of  fences,  common  lands,  etc. ;  as  well  as  the  lay- 
ing out  and  sui)crvision  of  the  const ructicm,  or  repair,  of  highways. 

liecordcr  or  Toirit  Clrrlr. — This  most  important  and  responsihle 
office  was  estahlished  by  the  General  Court,  in  1030.  The  clerk  was 
to  "keep  a  record  of  every  man's  house  and  land,"  and  to  present  "a 
fairly  written''  copy  of  such  to  every  General  Court  to  be  recorded  by 
the  secretary  of  the  colony.  He  was,  also,  to  keep  a  record  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town,  due  notice  of  ^\•hich  was  to  be  given 
him  within  three  days  after  the  event,  under  ])enalty  of  five  shillings 
fine.  :\rr.  ^fATTUKw  ]\riTciiKi.i„  a  most  estimable  citizen  and  well 
qualiiled  for  the  duties  of  the  ofiice,  was  the  iirst  choice  of  the  people 
of  Wetherstield.  Ibil.  the  Court,  for  some  rcacor.  iiow  unknown,  and 
apparently  Avith  some  injustice,  refused  to  coniirm  his  election,  as 
appears  from  the  following: 

"April  11,  KUO,  :Mr.  .Mitchell  is  returned  Recorder  for  the  Towne 
of  Wythersfield,  but  he  is  found  incapable  of  the  place,  lying  vnder  cen- 
sure of  the  Corte,  and  he  and  the  Towne  who  chose  him  to  that  place  are 
to  have  notice  to  a})eare  at  the  next  adjournment  of  the  Corte.  They 
are  to  have  liberty  to  bring  in  their  Records  of  their  lands,  vntill  the 
General  Corte  in  8e])tember  ne.xt."     (CouH.  Col.  lice.  I,  -18.) 

But,  'Mx:  :Mitchell.  evidently  with  the  backing  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men who  had  elected  him.  enlered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  This 
defiance  of  the  Court's  order  (which  has  been  cited  {Andrews' 
Piiver  Toivns,  p.  124,)  as  the  only  instance  found  of  a  Town's  unwilling- 
ness to  o1)ey  a  Court  oi-der),  was  j)romptly  dealt  with  by  the  Court, 
in  the  following  order: 

"June  11,  1010.  Yf  :\Ir.  :\litchell  shall  give  satisfaction  to  Mr. 
Chaplin  in  some  publikc  meeting,  as  ])''te  of  his  censure,  by  acknowl- 
edging his  fault,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  he  hath  related  to  this 
Corte.  It  is  referred  to  the  p''licular  Corte  to  continue  or  take  off  his 
former  censure  as  they  shall  see  cause." 


^Windsor  lice,  Dec.   10,   IC!)5,  also  Cudc  of  JOJO.  Col.  Eec,   1.,  550. 
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''The  Siiid  ,Mr.  ^litclicll  for  viKJi-rtakinir  tlu-  ollice  of  Town  Clarke  or 
Rccordor,  iiiit"'^''.-tancling  this  vnoapalilonoss  of  such  ufHoo  hy  censure  of 
Corte,  he  is  fvncd  to  pay  the  Country  Twenty  Xobles.'' 

''That  p''te  of  the  Towiie  of  Wytlierstiehl  who  chose  the  said  ]^Ir. 
Mitchell  to  oiliee  nutwithstandinL'  the  censure  of  Corte,  arc  fyned  to  the 
Country  live  ])0unds."'     Coim.  CoJ.  Ilcc.  T,  }).  .')!. 

"July  -2,  1010.  :\Ir.  Mytdu'l  liatli  this  day  returned  vnto  Court, 
his  aekiKiwled^nient  to  Mr.  Cliapliii.  and  fur  that,  w""  othfr  consider- 
ations, for  former  extraordinary  charges  w*^*^  he  hath  f(jrnierly  home  for 
piiblike  services  at  the  Forte,  the  Court  hath  remitted  his  former  cen- 
sure."    Conn.  Col.  liCC.  I,  p.  j.">. 

These  later  orders  give  us  a  slight  clue  to  the  cause  of  the  Court's 
reject  inn  of  ^Ir.  Mitchell  as  Tnwn  ju'cordcr.  It  was  probably  the 
outcome  of  some  emnity  towards  him  on  the  part  of  ^Ir.  Clement 
Chaplin,  wlirise  pDsilion  as  I^iiling  Elder  and  a  man  of  wealth  and 
influence  gained  for  him  the  ear  of  the  Court;  a  "pull"  which  he  wai 
not  slow  to  use  against  those  who  (as  in  the  case  of  ]iev.  Henry  Smith), 
stood  in  the  way  of  his  own  plans,  .iv  wishes. 

Fenre-Vinrrrs  were  a])priinted,  to  •"keep  an  eye  u])on"  the  gen- 
eral conditions  of  fences  and  Ijo'.r.idary  lines  throu_,l.oui  the  town,  and 
to  warn  and  complain  of  any  who  neglected  to  keep  their  fences  in 
repair.  See,  also,  Chapter    XIV. 

CJiininci/-yiru-crs  were  occasionally  chosen  in  town-meeting;  their 
functions  were  to  make  provision  against  the  occurrence  of  fires,  and 
for  the  e.-cape  of  ]iersons  in  burning  Imnses,  either  by  ladders,  or  by 
"trees  in  place  of  ladders."  They  also  nuiintained  careful  supervision 
of  any  neglect,  or  of  dangerous  conditions  in  or  about  dwellings,  which 
might  lead  to  a  fire.  The  first  mention  of  such  an  officer  in  Wethersfield 
is  that  of  Serg't  .Toiix  Criixis,  Jr.,  in  170S. 

Caflh-Ifcrdcrn. — The  carJirsl  Town  Vote  preserved  in  Wcllt.  Hcc- 
o/y7,s''  relates  to  the  ajipointment  of  a  herder  thus:  "This  ]  Otli  day  of 
March,  Id-in  []r,47]. 

"Iaicii.  Bki.dex  hath  couenanteil  w""  the  Towne  to  ke])e  the  Cowes 
and  Oxsen,  to  the  nundx-r  of  twelve  score,  or  12  .seor,  or  ten,  at  four  and 
[twenty]  pounds.  If  above  12  scor,  then  2s  for  cuery  one  aboue  the 
number  of  [  ]  ;  and  if  ther  be  vnder  12  scor,  the  same  sum  of 

24  pounds.  And  the  Towne  hath  ]>'mised  to  pay  the  said  Ilieli.  in  4 
equall  paye ;  on[e]  fourth  in  wheat;  on  4th  in  pease;  on  fourth  in  bar- 
ley; on  fourth  in  Indean;  sound,  dry  atnl  well  drest.    And  the  said  Rich. 


*  Wethersfield  Toicn  Hrcords,  Vol.   I.,   p.  25. 
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is  to  go  ()\it  w*'  iIh'  ("alcll  ill  the  iiiidlr  of  Aprill,  if  tlic  Towno  ?c  iiu't, 
and  llio  wctluM-  \k'  lit.  His  time  is  to  end  at  the  lltli  of  Xoueniber. 
The  wlieat  and  liarlcv  and  cunic  is  to  lie  payd  to  the  said  Kicli.  a  week 
before  Mickeltid  ;  and  the  liidcaii  when  it  is  dry  and  niarehantable, 
about  a  month  after  his  time  \h-  out.  And  cucry  on  shall  hrinp;  in  his 
Coriie  to  the  saiil  IJich.,  in  any  place  in  Wetherstield,  wher  he  shall 
apoint  \v"'  in  the  Towiie.  The  said  Rich,  desires  twenty  shilliiii;s  of 
this  pay,  if  it  eau  be  i;otteii." 

The  next  year,  four  "Cowkeeiiers"  were  ajipointed,  hy  the  following 
recorded  Town-\'ote  of  "The  seco:  of  ^lay,  ](J48. 

"The  townsmen  hatli  hired  Will.  Pi(ddeii,  Sam.  IJelden,  Will.  Cull, 
Boniam  [IJcnjamin  |  llilliard,  to  kejie  the  'I'owiie  Heard,  from  the  niidlo 
of  Aprill  to  the  elcnenth  of  Xon.  next  insniuii,-  the  day  hearof.  Will. 
Ueldaii  (S:  "Will.  Gull  doth  but  stan<l  in  the  stead  of  one  man;  thai  is 
to  say:  one  one  wek  &:  the  <jther  the  ne.\t  week;  and  so  to  eontinue  till 
the  time  be  exsj)ired.  And  these  thre  jiarties  are  to  liaue  thirten  ]iounds 
apece,  in  good,  sound  &:  dry  t.V  well  condicioned  wheat  and  piMse,  of 
equall  valew :  half  <if  nine  and  thirtye  pniinds  in  wheat  \-  the  nther 
half  in  pea=e.  The  jiaye  is  to  be  into  any  house  in  the  miiUe  of  the 
Towne  ■w*'  liie  said  ('owke[>ers  sliail  ajioiiii.  Tln_-  u.is^;  ux  ^»,iy<i.ieni  i.; 
to  bo  \v"'in  a  foiirteen-nii;hts  after  Miekeltid.  They  are  to  bane  on  the 
first  Saboth  on  man  to  help  them  to  keep  Cowes,  &•  on  the  next  tow; 
and  so,  one  each  Sab.,  &-  tow  of  the  other  Saboth  ;  and  enery  We(lensday 
one  man.  And  if  any  of  them  be  siek  that  they  lie  not  able  to  goe  out, 
the  Towne  is  to  set  one  in  their  stead.  And  the  said  Ivowkepers  drith 
ingago  themselves  to  do  their  vtmost  to  heard  the  Catell  widl,  and  to 
p'serue  them  from  danger  of  Wolves,  or  any  otlier  casseltie,  as  fur  as  it 
lies  in  them.  It  was  further  agred  that  for  the  s])aee  of  thre  weeks, 
that  one  of  these  men  shall  take  a  hundred  of  the  Catell,  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Towne,  and  heard  them  by  themscdves,  towards  Hartford 
bounds;  &  then  to  lieard  them  togetluT  rill  a  fourteen  nights  before 
Mickeltidc;  and  then  to  heard  a  hundreil  of  them  apart.  And  they  are 
to  goe  out  w'"!!!  an  huure  after  sun  rise,  and  not  to[o]  early  at  night  in 
coming  home ;  and  after  they  come  to  go  into  the  mea  [dow]  ;  tow  of  theni 
is  constantly  to  drine  down  il-  to  fetch  vp  the  Cows  at  night.  They  are  to 
father  haue  a  home,  to  call  out  Cowes,  or  els  to  holow;  so  that  jieople 
may  bane  notice  sufHcient  to  put  out  their  Cattell  to  them." — See,  also, 
Chapter  XTV. 

'^Shcep  Masters,'''  or  t^JtrpJicrJs,  were  no  less  necessary  or  im- 
portant officials  of  the  Town  than  were  the  cattle  herders;  and  both 


^Wcthcrsfield  Town  Votes,  Vol.  I.,  p.  31. 
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offices  wore  (Icfiiicd  imt  iinwortliy  of  the  iU'ccpliiiicc  of  nion  of  j)o.sitiou 
and  cliaiMctor. 

''Att  tlic  Siimo  iiicctiiig  it  was  vnicd  iuid  :i^r(.'<l  tliat  Scrii'  Killmi'iio 
and  M""  |.JosiaiiJ  Willard  ^liall  he  iiupoweivd  hereby  to  iuannap:e 
affairs  eouoeniiiig  ^ll(■e]>e  in  this  I'dwuc,  aeeordiiig  to  hnv.  [Feb.  24-, 
](;7;3-4].' 

'•Jan'"c   1st,   1(;V4-:.. 

"At  a  Towne  nu'ctiuii,-  it  was  voatcd,  aetcil,  granted,  hy  tlie  Towne, 
that  the  tun  jrucldclMiry  hills,  and  so  nuich  of  Sleej)y  ]*lain  as,  with 
the  s*^  llucklehury  hills  shall  amount  to  one  thousand  aeres  of  land, 
Bhall  he  a  settled  Conniion;  to  nnnain  to  the  use  of  the  Towne  of  Weth- 
ersfiehl  in  generall,  for  the  feeding  of  sheep  or  eattell  foi'ever.'''" 

'Jlic  Voinidcr,  {Iiii/jouikIci;  or,  as  later  called,  the  lluwarden).  The 
Code  of  1050  reijuircil  that  vm-\\  town  ])rovide  at  least  one  pound,  for 
the  impounding  of  swine  and  cattle,  it  is  probable  that  one  existcul  at 
Wethcrsfield  before  this  date;  for,  in  October  of  that  year,  Thomas 
TiJAN<i«TO.\  was  chosen  "lunder"  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  to  have  two 
pence  each  beast  he  ini|tonnded;  '"according  {<.>  former  order.'' 

On  the  pjisf  «irl<>  of  t\'X'  Jtiver,  a  pon nd  wa^  uuuiorizod,  by  tiic  Town, 
in  Feb.,  lG7o-l.  in  J(!sO,  it  was  voted  that  '"any  yard,  at  Xaiog  or 
Naubuck,  siiall  be  accounted  a  lawful  pound.''  In  KiSo,  tlu^  Town  again 
authorized  the  people  on  the  east  side  to  build  a  pound,  "on  the  Town 
cliarge."    At  ]vocky  Hill  a  ])ound  was  established  by  the  Town  in  IG!)!. 

The  Pounder's  duties  Averc  supplementary  to  those  of  the  Fence 
V^icwer.  The  former  looked  after  the  condition  of  fences,  s(j  as  to  pre- 
vent the  annoyance  and  damage  done  by  cattle,  swine,  etc.,  in  breaking 
through  thoni ;  but  if  said  animals  broke  tlirough  and  ranged  the  roads, 
or  intruded  into  neighbors"  fields — then  the  Pounder's  interference 
was  looked  for. 

In  connection  with  this  sul)ject,  we  have  the  following  extract  from 
the  WctJicrs/icId  ii'ccore/*-; 

"Its  ordered  hy  the  Townsmen,  and  voted  by  the  Towne,  that :  euery 
on  as  driues  his  Ilodgs,  and  driues  them  nott  2  milles  from  the  meddow' 
fence,  or  from  the  Towne — shall  pay  2''  to  him  as  find  any  on[e]  neglect- 
it  t.  And  for  Hogs  as  be  kept  att  home,  they  must  be  either  well 
ringed,  or  yoked  ;  or  else  ke}it  in  sties  or  yards.^ 


'■  Wcthcrsfiild  Town  Voles,  I.,  p.  142. 

'Ibid.,  p.  142. 
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Ordinary  (or  Tavcrii)  Keepers.  Taverns.  Inns,  or  as  they  were 
more  generally  terincd  in  the  oMon  diiy-:.  Ordinaries,  were  then  more 
of  a  real  necessity  than  now,  whon  tIk'  introduction  of  steamboats  and 
railmads  ])orinits  of  the  traveler  inakinp:  larger  journeys  between  halt- 
ing jilaces.  than  funnerly.  They  were  then  most  rigorously  limited  in 
number,  and  were  licensed  (generally  liy  the  General  or  Comity  Court) 
with  .-pecial  reffTence  to  their  Idcation  and  the  character  of  those  who 
applied  for  permission  to  keep  them. 

Undoubtedly  there  was  an  ordinary  in  Wethcrstield  much  earlier 
than  any  date  to  which  we  can  name  any  particular  keei>er  of  one.  The 
first  whose  name  appears  upon  our  records,  is  Richard  Smith,  Jun. ; 
who  was  appointed  a  ferry-keeper  and  taverncr.  in  Feb.,  lCj~:]-A.  Ilis 
place  was  "in  !Xew  London  road";  (that  is,  on  the  cast  bank  of  tlie 
Kiver.  at  what  was  then  the  ea.-tern  terminus  of  the  ferry,  since  called 
Pratt's  ferry;  the  liiver  at  that  time  tl<iwing  close  to  the  high  ground 
east  of  what  is  now  Keeney's  Cove),  and  he  was  to  "give  entertainment 
to  strangers  and  travelers,  in  the  .-ame  road,  as  occasion  may  serve."" 

On  the  same  day,  John  Eeldeii  v.as  "chosen  ordnary  keeper,  for  the 
entertainment  of  straingers  and  travillers.  as  the  law  requires."'  P.elden 
v.T.s  .".t  th.is  time  the  owner  of  two  liou-cs;  out  ..ui  each  side  of  Proau 
Street.  The  tavern  was  probably  on  the  west  side;  being  the  house 
formerly  the  homestead  of  Xathaniel  Dickinson,  who  sold  it  to  Ix-Iden. 

Under  the  Andros  government,  in  ^farch.  lOSS,  Corp.  Xathaniel  Bow- 
man was  licensed  a  taverncr  for  ^Vctherstield  center:  Serg.  Samuel  Hale 
for  Xaubuck ;  antl  Serg.  Pichard  Peckley  for  Ijcckley  Quarter. 
Joseph  Powlandson  was  at  the  same  time  licensed  to  "sell  drinks." 
He  was  a  son  of  the  minister  of  that  name. 

Other  early  tavern  keepers  were:  John  Devotion,  licensed  in  1713, 
came  from  Poston.  and  afterward  removed  to  SuiKeld  :'  ]>enjamin  Pel- 
den,  licensed  in  1714;  Corp.  John  Francis,  1717. 

M(o{  PacJiii^.—^n  October,  lOr.2,  a  law  was  passed  requiring  the 
several  towns  to  choose  a  person  to  "pack  and  re-pack  all  such  meat  as  is 
sent  forth  of  y^  Towncs" ;  the  meats  in  question  being  mainly  pork. 
and  some  beef.  They  were  required  to  brand  each  cask  inspected  with 
the  letters  "c.  i:." 

The  names  of  such  officers  do  not  generally  appear  in  the  "Wethers- 
field   records.      Indeed,    the   fir.-t   one   mentioned    is   Joseph   Fdwards, 


^  ^'ethcrsficM  Town  Votes,  I.,  p.   141. 
*lh{d,  I.,  p.  142. 
» Ibid.,  p.  304. 


HOKSE    RRANDKUS,  SKAI.KKS,     KTC.  l8l 

choson    ill   Jiimuiry,    HiTD-sO.      J,,    ITIC.    Afartin    K.-llogg   was   clu-scu 
"J*ackor  ami  Gungcr." 

lIorse-J3r(uuhrs.~Th]^  ..fK.-o,  cstaLlislnMl  l,v  the  Gfiieral  C.mrt  in 
ICfil,  was  one  of  s.niic  iiiiportanoc.  Tlic  braiuier,  in  addition  to  l.rand- 
iiig,  was  ohli-cd  to  k.vp  a  Look,  in  which  lie  was  to  carefully  enter  the- 
fact  of  such  Imindin-  tonvthcr  with  all  the  natural  and  ailiticial  marks 
of  tlie  horses,  etc.,  for  whi.-h  his  fee  was  (kl  for  each  horse  s..  branded, 
and  20(/  penalty  f(,r  every  lu-leet,  etc.     See,  also,  Chai)tcr  XIV. 

,Svaler  of  Wcujhis  aiul  J/r(/.sw//r,s.— This  oiliee  was  first  pivAided 
for  by  the  General  Cuiut,  in  April,  ]G4;3.  Tlic  order  creating  the 
office  also  made  the  appoinrment,  for  Wethersllcld,  of  Ficaxcis  Xoktox, 
as  the  first  incumbent  thereof.  Tn  February,  of  the  followin-  year! 
the  clerks  of  the  several  t.nvns  were  n^piiird  to  "seal"  such  wci-hls  and 
measures  as  were  fonnd  ci.rrecl,  on  a  ecitain  day  in  each  year.  iJut  it 
was  the  custom  of  the  Town  to  choose  an  officer  whoso'special  duty 
it  was  to  seal  tliein ;  they  being  eompared  with  the  County  standard^ 
kept  at  Hartford.  "  ' 

Leather  Sea/er.^.— hi  IG.jO,  the  General  Court,  in  consecpieiice  of 
complaints  of  frands  ]iractic<-d  by  tanners  and  oUi.i...  in  preparim,' 
leather  and  lii<l..s— provided  that  each  lown  should  clioo.se  two  ins])cctors, 
or  "sealers,"  of  leallu'r,  wli(,se  duty  it  should  be  to  in.speet  the  leather,' 
at  the  tanneries,  and  mark,  or  -'sear'  such  as  should  be  found  ••sufficient 
in  all  point.s,"  and  seize  such  as  should  be  ofTercd  for  sale  before  inspec- 
tion, and  providing  penalties,  etc. 

The  first  Leather  Seal(>r  whose  tuime  appears  in  the  Wethersfidd 
records  is  that  of  Serg.  John  Xott,  in  February,  1G73-4.  He  held  the 
same  office  in  3GS2.  -.Mr."  Thomas  Fitch  held  it  in  1092;  Thomas 
WifKHAM  held  it  in  ]710. 

Grace  Difj;jer.~-ln  1680  Fmaxukl  Buck  was  chosen  by  the  Town, 
to  dig  all  graves,  lie  was  allowed  4s  each  for  graves  of  "grown"  i)eople, 
and  3.S-  each  for  all  other  graves. 

I)ispeciors.~T]iQ  General  Court,  from  time  to  time,  provided  for 
the  ai)pointment  of  persons,  in  each  township,  to  inspect  certain  articles 
produced  therein.  In  IGll,  Inspectors  of  Pipe-staves  were  required. 
In  1G12,  in  order  to  prevent  .such  a  slaughtering  of  calves  as  to  cause 
a  scarcity  of  meat  cattle,  it  was  provided  that  the  Towns  choose  two 
of  their  citizens  to  grant  or  withhold  permissi(m  to  butcher  calves.  In 
1G43,  Inspectors  of  Wehjhts  and  Measures  were  provided;  and  Francis 
Xorlon  was  chosen  by  the  General  Court  to  inspect  weights  and  measures 
in  Wethersfield.     In  lG4o,  the  office  of  Inspector  of  linen  and  woolen 
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yarns  wa^J  created.  In  1054,  rules  for  the  inspection  ami  "sraVtnrj"  uf 
leather  were  established.  In  1071,  each  town  was  i-eqnired  to  choose  an 
In.spectiir  of  //rain  and  pork;  much  uf  the  laller  hciiii;,-  tluni  e\])ort(<1, 
in  a  saltcil  (•(niditicn.  And  so  of  fish,  lunihcr,  and  other  artitdes  wiiich 
mif;ht  he  nienl  ioncd. 

Idle  names  of  inspectors,  hy  that  title  niendy,  do  not  often  ai>))ear 
on  the  records  of  Wetliersficdd.  In  Kls'.i,  John  ]{nss(dl  and  donathan 
Deininii',  dun.,  were  (diosen  insjieetors;  without  it  lieini;'  stated  what, 
were  the  artitdes  of  wliitdi   tliey  lia<l  jurisdiction. 

Fkkk.mkx. — The  i;'erni,  so  to  sj^'ak,  of  tlie  'dx)dy  p(ditic" — both  a.s 
to  Town  and  ('(donv,  was  in  the  "frecMuen" — or  those  ''iidial)itants" 
of  tlie  Town,  who,  according  to  the  "Fnudaniental  Arti(des''  of  in:);"!, 
liad  heen  admitted  to  residence  by  vote  of  the  ''major  part  of  the  Towno 
wlierein  they  live";  and, who,  by  virtue  of  their  havinc;  taken  the  Oath 
of  Fidtdity,  were  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Town's  deputies 
to  the  General  Court,  liefore  KI.")?,  freemanship  was  conferr<>d  u]ion 
all  above  IG  years  of  age  who  lirought  a  certificate  of  good  behavior 
from  the  'J'own  ((Jol.  lice.  I,  i:ii)).  One  wlio  would  fully  nnderstand  the 
whole  subject  ^honld  read  Andrews*  niasteil_N  analysis  in  llie  Rirer 
Towns  of  Conncdicid.    See,  also,  >voic,  }>.  41,  a)dc. 

The  General  Court  of  Conneetieal  (called  at  times  the  Court 
of  I'^lections),  first  sat  at  Hartford,  April  2(5,  10.'>(5,  under  a  conunis- 
sion  from  Governor  Winthrop,  of  ^lassachusetts,  empowering  it  ''to 
govern  the  i)eople  at  Connecticut,  for  the  space  of  a  year."  Its  mem- 
bers ■were  William  Pyncheon,  of  Agawaum  (now  Spruu/ficld,  .Mass.)  ; 
Roger  Lndlow  and  "William  I'ludits  of  Dorchester  (now  Windsor); 
John  Steele  and  William  West  wood,  (d'  Xewtown,  (n<(W  JIarlford)  ; 
William  Swayne  and  liev.  Henry  Smith,  of  Waterlown,  (now  Wetlicrs- 
field).  Pyncheon,  Swayne  and  Smith  were  absent  fmm  the  tirst  and 
some  of  the  sidjsequent  sessions  of  this  Court.  With  the  exception  of 
one  session  at  Windsor  and  one  at  Wethersfield  in  10-'56,  this  Court 
was  held  continuously  at  Hartford,  until  after  the  union  of  the  Connec- 
ticut with  the  New  Haven  Colonies,  and,  indeed,  until  170G.  After 
the  latter  date,  several  sessions  were  held  at  Xew  London  ;  but  generally, 
the  sessions  alternated  between  Hartford  and  Xew  Haven,  until  Hart- 
ford became  the  sole  capital. 

This  General  Court  was  coTistituted,  by  the  Constitution,  or  ''Funda- 
mental Orders,"  of  1GC9,  of  not  less  than  .seven  nuKjistrates,  whereof 
one  was  to  be  the  Governor,  and  four  deputies  from  each  town,  in  the 
Colony — all  to  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  of  the  respective  towns.      l]y 
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tilt-  Fuii-li.iiiciiral  ()nl.-i->  ..f  l(;:;o.  this  Cnirr  was  al>o  mad.--  a  "Conrt 
of  Kli-cti.-iK."  f^r  (•lin,,>i,ii:  a  (;..vcnn.r  '■and  ctlicr  iiia-istratcs."  In 
10t:;L\  iliis  Gc-iHTal  C.nrt,  U.v  the  first  tiiiU'.  ealk-d  itself  77(C  Gmrral 
AssniihJji:  an.l  in  May.  ICTs,  ,i,erc  was  foniiod  fmm  it  a  body  known 
as  The  tlorrnior  and  Comirll.  cnsistini:'  nf  the  Governor,  tlic  ni'putv- 
(i'.vcnmr.  and  at  Ira^t  tlmo  Av-^i.-tants;  this  Conncil  izcnorally  met  at 
Xew  L..ndnn.  ami  it  oxistoil  until  ]--T,i.  [n  tlio  same  yoar  (lOOiM.  tlu? 
toriii  J.s.vrv/,,/,/'  was  snl.^titnrcd  l.y  the  IJnyal  Cliartcr  f..r  that  of  Mn>/is- 
Irafi-:  (vkI  also  in  the  Churl,  r  of  lluif  dale.  In  ^ilay.  IC'.i^,  the  General 
O.iirt.  ..r  AsM.nddy.  was  divided  into  two  sections,  known  respectivelv 
as  the  ••r].].er  ]Ion>e.*'  con-.i>tinir  of  the  G(n-ernor,  or  his  Deputy,  and 
the  A~H-tant>:  and  the  -Lower  House,""  eonsisting  of  llie  deputies  of  the 
several  town>.  So  that,  what  were  first  known  as  ".Manistrat-es.*"  an<l 
then  a~  "A-^i. rants"  later  (1-1'.>)  heeanie  Smidor.s.  In  like  manner 
the  term  ■•])eputy""  -ave  way  to  that  of  L'rpresrnfaf iicr 

.Ji(.-/ios  of  the  Pcarc  and  Qiionnn. — The  first  act  ])rovidinir  for 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  was  that  passed  hy  Governor  Andros'  (V.uneih  at 
Boston.  :\rarch  :Jr<l.  1  •;-•;.  -Jlis  :Majesties  Justices"  were  authorized 
to  hold  Special  Courts  in  the  Dominion  (,f  New  En-huul.  in  their  re- 
fpectivf  |Pi-ecincis.  v.hen  the  inatler  in  demand  di''1  "ot  exceed  six  .liil- 


'Tl.e  C'lKirter  itM.lf  naiiioa  tli^  a-M^tant^  for  tlio  fir-t  A-SLinbly— the  (Jovornor 
and  A-^M-tanis  wert-  empowered  \,y  it  to  admit  -fiei'mcn."  and  clioose  tlic  deputies 
for  the  -everal  towns,  nut  exceedinir  two  for  each  township:  and  the  Assistants  did 
not  then  (as  their  successors  tlie  Senators)  re])rc.-ent  an.v  district  or  section.  In 
Oct.,  1005.  they  were  constituted  a  Court  which  became,  about  1711.  the  pre.Iecessor 
of  the  present  Superior  Court.  It  ^^as  not  until  May,  1000,  that  tlie  Gen.  Assembly 
met  a-  tw,.  separate  house,— bein-  previously  convened  in  one  and  the  same  apart- 


ment 


Some  writers.  Pres.  DwiL-ht  e^pe-ially.  eon-taiitly  refer  to  the^o  officers  as  "Coun- 
cillors"—a  term  wliich  more  properly  belongs  to  the  members  of  the  Council  of  War, 
as  it  was  commonly  called. 

•In  their  collective  capacity,  these  Magistrates  had  the  power  to  hold  what  was 
termed  the  Particular  Court,  and.  individually,  to  hear  and  determine  certain  s,„,ii| 
cases,  both  civil  and  criminal,  which,  from  time  to  time,  were  defined  bv  the  Gen. 
Court:  and  this  upper  section  of  the  Gen.  Ct.  retained  the  name  of  .Ma-riM rate,,  un- 
til tlie  adoption  of  the  charter.  Ort..  1G02.  when  they  rec'd  the  title  of  Assi.'.tnnts. 
William  Swa.\iie  ••Gentleman"  was  the  first  SUv^hir.ite  chosen  from  Wethersfleld, 
July.  1043:  the  next.  Gov.  Thomas  Welles  then  recentlv  come  from  Hartfonl.  held 
the  otlice  from  1044-1054.  Richard  Treat  was  al.o  a  "magistrate  from  105S-1G02. 
For  list  of  -Magistrates,  see  Appendix. 

'The.se  deputies  took  the  place  of  what  had  previously  (from  May,  1G37,  to 
January.  1040.  inclusive)  been  called  the  '•committees;"  and  in  the  Gen." Court  thev 
electe<i  the  "Assistants-  in  that  !x.dy.  At  the  April  session,  1040,  Wethersfield  had 
four  out  of  the  1-2  deputies  elected,  viz.:  Thurston  Ri.ynor,  James  Hoosev,  Geo.  Hub- 
bard and   Rich.  Crabbe.     In   the   following   February,"  Samuel   Smith   took   Ravnor's 
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liiiys  ill  value;  l.ut  not  to  hear  any  cause  wherein  tlie  title  tn  laii<l  was 
involved.  Tliey  might  also  suninion  a  jurv,  to  (letiM'iiiine  a  question  of 
fact. 

Sueh  oilleers  were  e(jiiunissione(l  by  Andros;  ami  one  of  his  apjxiin- 
tees  for  Hartford  County  was  the  famous  (Jershom  Ihilkelev.  of  Wcth- 
ersfield.  He  being  politieally,  a  strong  Tory,  boeanio  one  of  tlu'  "I'surj)- 
er's"  most  subservient  oilicers ;  evidence  of  which  is  soon  in  his  "J.et- 
tor"  to  the  ronneeticnt  Convcmion,  of  lOSO. 

Justices  of  the  Quoniiii  were  such  as,  being  specifically  authorized 
thereto  in  their  commissions,  might  sit,  as  side  judges,  with  a  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  I'leas,  or  County  Court,  in  their  respective 
counties.  Sueh  a  class  of  justices  of  the  ])eace  was  provided  for,  both 
in  the  Andros  law,  and  in  that  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  in  lODS. 
The  latter  was  the  date  when  the  oflice  of  justice  was  createi]  by  our 
legislature.  They  were  to  be  commissioned  by  the  CJeneral  Assemblv, 
to  the  number  of  three  or  four,  at  leasl,  in  each  county;  and  to  hold 
office  "during  th(>  Court's  (.\ssembly"s)  pleasure."  ("apt.  Joii.x  Cukstkr 
and  Lieut.  Jamk.s  Thk.vt,  both  of  Welhersfleld,  were  commissioned,  in 
JMay  of  that  year;  and  the  former  was  desigiiate<l  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Quoridn.' 

Stale  Officers. — Wethersfield  has  not  been  {)rominent  ii\  furnish- 
ing  these,    directly;   but   more   could    trace   their   descent   through    her 


place.  From  tliis  lime  to  lOiii,  Wcthcrslield  (except  at  two  or  tliree  sessions)  had 
four  deputies  at  tlie  Gen.  Court — a  larger  niinil)er  than  any  other  town  except 
Hartford  and  Windsor;  and  even  these  as  a  rule,  sent  only  two.  The  Gen.  Court, 
in  October,  IGOl,  reduced  the  number  to  two.  But  Wethersfield  continued  to  send 
four  until  IC03,  when  the  Charier  of  1CG2,  being  in  operation,  she  complied  with 
the  limitations  of  that  instrument,  and  sent  only  two — Samuel  Boardnian  and 
Serpt.  John  Nott.  In  ItiOS,  the  term  "representative,"  as  a  synonym  for  "deputy," 
■was  first  used;  but  droppcil  the  next  year;  and  thereafter,  until  1708,  the  olTice 
■was  usually  called  dcpiiii/.  After  that  date,  both  teriiis  were  used,  until  the  a<lop- 
ticm  of  the  State  Constitution,  when  the  name  Jirprcscntativc  came  into  general  use. 
The  "committees"  was  originally  the  "lower  house''  of  the  Gen.  Ct.  At  the  May 
session  10.37,  there  were  nine  and  of  these  Clermont  Cha])lin,  Matthew  Mitchell  and 
[John?]  Sherman  were  from  Wethersfield.  In  the  March  term  there  were  twelve 
in  all,  And.  Ward,  Geo.  lluljbard,  John  Gibbs  and  Thurston  Raynor  being  from 
Wethersfield.  In  April,  1C3S,  the  Wethersfield  rej)resentative.s  were  Raynor,  Hub- 
bard, and  And.  Ward;  in  April,  103!),  Raynor  Hubbard,  James  Boosey  and  Rich. 
Crabbc.  In  Aug.,  same  yr..  Ward  and  Capt.  Tlios.  Topping  took  the  jilace  of  llaynor 
and  Crabbe,  and  these  remained  in  oflice  or  members  of  the  Committee,  until  April, 
1640,  when  they  look  oflice  as  deputies. 

'Commissioners. — These  oilicers  were  occasionally  apjioinfed  by  the  General 
Court,  as  early  as  1040;  generally  for  some  plantation  not  conveniently  near  the  place 
of  session  of  that  body;  at  Fairfield,  .Stratford  (then  called  Cupheag  and  Uncua, 
respectively),  or  on   Long   Island.     Their  functions   were  analogous   to  Ihdse  of   our 
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cliildrcn.  I^xccpt  iiiu  Tikimas  Wi-.i.i.ks,  Kir).")-*;  iiiid  ]0:)S-i>,  no  Cluvoruor 
has  lic'cu  taken  <lircctl_v  from  tliis  lown-sliip.  lie  was  aUn  Dciaity- 
Govenuir  Inr  several  teiiiis. 

Ill  the  upper  lirauch  of  the  ( Iriifral  Asscinhl;/.  (faUeil  .\lai:x--lrates, 
and  Assistants,  until  ISK^),  the  following-  came  fmni  Wether.-tiehl  : — 
William  Swayne,  l(i4:;-:.;  'i'lmmas  Welles,  ](;i-l-:.4;  Kiehard  Treat, 
Sen.,  lGr)S-<l.")  ;  Cajit.  Samuel  Talenir.  1  i;s.")-<l:i  ;  Maj^i'  .Inlm  Chester, 
1701-1-J;  Col.  dohii  Che.^ter,  son  ot'  Major  John,  17i7-.M'. ;  Stephen 
Mix  ]\[itchell,  ITS-l-!).');  Colonel  .Tohn  Chester,  s.ni  of  C,,l(,nel  .John, 
ahove,  17SS-1)l'  and  Iso:)-!);  dnd^e  .Martin  Welles,  ]s:i7-'.i.  The  foro- 
goiiig  were  elected  al  Inrr/i' \  there  having  heen  im  senatorial  di-trict.-^ 
prior  to  lS:iO.  To  the  Tir.-t  Senatorial  district,  AVelher>ti(dd  has  i-oii- 
tribiited  Dr.  Sainnel  \).  Wood\var<l,  is:;^'-:!:  (ieneral  Mai-tin  Kidloiiu', 
3  837-S;  AVilliam  ]Jol.l)in>.  lind,  ISH-1';  C.en.  .lames  T.  Pratt.  ls.".2-:5; 
Henry  K.  W.  Welch,  ImIl'-:;.  The  latter  was,  at  the  time  of  his  elec- 
tion, a  resident  of  Hartford.  Since  1>S1.  Wetherslield  has  heen  part 
of  the  Second  Senatorial  district,  and  has  heen  represented  hy  Silas  W\ 
]^)hhiIls  and  Kliznr  S.  C.oodrich. 

Jtidfjcs. — Prior  to  the  Charier  of  ]iir,2,  the  several  Courts  were  not 
as  definitJ.^  «.o,i.-..ituted,  a.->  separate  from  the  iciiislat  ive  hranch  of  the 
government  as  snhsequently  thereto.  The  (Icncntl  Court,  which  exer- 
cised hotli  legislative  and  judicial  functions,  was  compose<l  of  the  mem- 
bers of  hoth  branches  of  that  body,  sittinci'  and  votinir  to^-ether.  until 
after  it  became  di\-ided  into  two  sections  in  1*'>'J^.  And  a  li-t  of  the 
Judges  of  that  Court,  wonhl  he  the  same  as  a  roll  of  members  lu'c^ent 
at  the  .several  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  foi-  tlM>  time  being. 
Until  lO'.tO  all  its  members,  of  both  bi-anches,  sat  in  one  apartment,  as 
Olio  body. 

Tlie  Parlirular  Court,  sometimes  called  the  Quarter  Court,  was 
organized  in  1<1:5S.      Its  judges  were  a  (juorum  of  the  membei-s  of  the 


iusticps  of  llic  peace  and  notaries  jjiiblic.  After  Itit'.O  lliey  were  inve-l.d  with 
"Mapistratical  powers."  The  ollice  was  practically  supersedetl  in  1C9S,  by  Uiat  of 
justice  of  peace. 

The  first  Commissioner  appointed  for  Wetherslield  was  Gov.  Tho.  Welli-.  in  l(i.>0; 
Bam.  J?oardman  was  appointed  in  1()()2;  Sam.  Welles  (son  of  the  (Jovenior),  in 
1CC5,  and  for  several  years  thereafter;  John  Xott  in  lG(i7:  Capt.  .John  Che>ter  ann 
Licnt.  Sam.  Taleott  in  lOTS. 

There  was,  also,  another  kind  of  Comiiii>sioner  provided  for  h,\-  the  Act  of  1GS7, 
passed  by  Gov.  Andros'  Council,  at  Boston.  Each  town  in  the  Doniiuion  of 
New  Enj;land  was  to  choose  a  Commissioner  to  collect  iutrrmil  r>r(  iiii< .  I'uriuant 
to  this  law,  Wethersrudd.  in  lOSS,  chose  Sam.  Butler,  Sen.,  and  the  next  year  i.i.ut. 
James  Treat,  for  this  ollice.  These,  the  only  ones  chosen,  were  relics  of  tiie  Amlros 
"Usurpation." 
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ii|)])(.T  l)r;iiicli  of  till'  (ifiural  ('<airr  :  ulio  wi-ro  c.r  o/flrio  iiiomljcrs  of  tlio 
I'nrticular  (niirt.  'J'liis  ('..urt  tri.-d  ca.-cs  liv  the  jury.  I's  sessions. 
prior  to  the  luii'in  witli  Xt'W  H;iv(>n  Colony,  wore  hrld  in  Hartford; 
and  it  had  jtiriMlirtion  of  nii^dmieanor?  and  small  civil  caiiscs.  In 
lOCii  it  was  >u]>orf(<l((l  hy  the  County  Court.  Amon^^  its  jiuliros.  the 
followinjr  were  from  Wether.-iield :  Thomas  \\'ki.i,i.s,  the  Governor, 
lC;39-5i;i;  "Wii.i.iAM  SwAYXK.  lt;4:3-l  :  KiriiAiin  Ti:i;at,  Sen.,  lGoS-00. 

'Jlie  Court  of  .l.sv/v/a?i/N,  cstahli^hod  in  I'Iij",,  consisted  of  seven, 
at  least,  of  the  Assistants,  or  memhers  of  the  upper  hrancli  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assemhly.  the  Governor  presidinjr.  It  had  original  jurisiliction  of 
crimes  involving:  life,  liml)  or  lianislnuent :  and  jtppellate  juri.-dietion 
of  civil  causes  from  the  County  Court.  IJut  this  jurisdiction  was  modi- 
fied in  the  revised  Statutes  of  1072.  It  eNisu<!  until  1711.  when  it 
was  superseded  by  the  Sujterior  Cotirt.  Its  ^e-^iolls,  like  thrise  of  the 
General  Court,  were  holden  only  in  Hartford  pri^jr  to  1701;  after  that. 
the  ^May  se.->ions  were  held  at  Hartford,  and  its  Octoher  sessions  at 
Xew  Haven.  The  following  named  memhers  of  this  Court  were  from 
Wethersiield: — Capt.  Samiki.  Tai.cott.  10S7  and  ICl.iO;  Major  Jons 
Cmkstki:,  1701->,  and  1710-11. 

'fliij  Cuu.ilif  C'liiii  \va>  eManli>lieu  for  the  four  counties  then  in 
being,  in  in(';ti;  and  was  the  successor  of  the  Particular  Court.  Like 
that  Court,  it  had,  ami>ng  either  powers,  tho:~e  now  exercised  by  Courts 
of  Probate.  Hartford  County  at  this  time  included  the  "liiver" 
towns,  and  Parmington,  down  to  and  including  Haddam.  The  judges 
of  this  Court  were:  One  of  the  Assistants,  as  chief;  with  two  Com- 
missioners (afterward,  in  lOHS,  calle<^i  Justices  of  the  Peace),  as  side 
judges.  Changes  were  afterward  made  in  the  personnel  of  this  tri- 
bunal, which  want  of  sjiace  forbids  us  to  state.  Xor  have  we  taken  the 
trouble,  which  would  be  considei-able,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  such  of 
its  members  as  came  from  Wetherstield.  In  l^O'^.  the  act  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  County  Conunissioners,  made  them,  ex  officio, 
associate  judges  of  the  County  Court,  in  certain  highway  and  bridge 
cases.  In  other  cases,  three  ju>tices  of  the  peace,  of  the  quorinn.  con- 
stituted the  Court,  when  the  judge  could  not  sit.  The  County  Court 
was  abolished  in  1555;  but  practically  revived  in  ISOO,  under  the  name 
of  the  Court  of  Conuuon  Pleas. 

Courts  of  Probate. — These  were  established  in  lODS;  it  being  then 
provided  that  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  with  two  justices  of  the 
quorum,  sho\dd  take  cognizance  of  tlie  probate  of  wills,  etc.  In  1716, 
it  was  made  a  separate  tribunal,  consisting  of  a  judge  and  a  clerk.     The 
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districis  at  this  time  were  cucxti'iisivc  with  the  (■(iiiiitic^s.  Tlic  first 
Prohatc  district,  less  than  a  ciiiiuty  in  oxiont,  was  cstahlislicd  in  171'.); 
when  the  'J'owns  <d"  Windham,  Lfl)an(in,  Coventry,  Manstiehl,  Canter- 
bury, IMainfield,  l\illini:ly,  Punit'ret  and  Asiiford,  were  constituted  a 
Prohate  district.  In  1  ?:-'.">,  thcsc^  same  townslii])^  were  i'drmed  into  a 
cuuiitv,  callc(i  ^Vindham.  Alsn,  in  ITIH,  Guilford,  Killiuiiworth,  Say- 
hrook,  liranford  and  l)nrhani,  were  con-titutcd  a  I'l'ohate  district; 
and  in  172s  the  same  towiisliips,  with  the  addition  of  lladdam,  wore 
formed  into  a  comity,  and  it  was  named  Middh'sex.  It  will  thus  be. 
seen  that,  for  some  years,  the  y)robati'  records  of  some  towns  uow 
wholly  outside  of  Jlarlford  County  were  kejit  in  llartf)rd,  wlu-re  they 
nuiy  still  bo  foun<l. 

The  Ifartf  >rd  Probate  district  has  been  narrowed  down  to  its  present 
limits,  by  the  carving  of  successive  probate  districts  out  of  it.  The  last 
district  formed  fiom  the  Hartford  district,  was  that  of  ^[aiicliestcr, 
M'hieh  was  made  a  separate  one  in  1S50.  AVethersfield  has  always 
been  in  the  Hartford  district.  The  judues  \vere  chosen  by  the  legis- 
lature down  to  1S50.  "We  are  unable  to  furnish  a  list  of  hui-li  as  came 
from  Wethcrsfield. 

Superior-  Co  mi. -—This  tril)unal  was  establi.^hc.l  in  1711,  as  the 
successor  to  tlie  Coui't  of  Assistants.  At  first  it  was  pi-esided  over  by 
a  Chi(d'  Judge  (tisually  the  Ciovernor,  oi-  the  l)eputy-(ioveriior),  and 
four  Associate  Judges,  usually  meud)ers  of  the  Upper  house  of  the 
Ceneral  A.s.semblv.  Put  in  17^4,  the  Legislature  d((dared  that  the  olTice 
of  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Couit  Ava.s  incompatible  with  that  of  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Jvegislature,  or  of  Congress.  T7util 
1818,  it  was  a  Circitil  Court,  the  records  being  carricnl  from  county  to 
county,  and  the  Court  going  with  them.  The  following  arc  the  Judges 
of  this  (\nirt  who  have  come  from  Wetherstield  : — Co].  h'l.isirA  Wil- 
liams, 1740-1:];  SricpnKX  M\\  :\[iTriiKT.L,  l7'.ir)-lS07,  1S07-14,  Chief 
Judge  Thomas  Scott  Wii.mam.s,  1820-17;  Chief  Judge  Thomas 
]^Ki,i)i-:x  T>L"Ti,i;i;,  ]srin-7o;  Chief  dudge  bh.isiiA  Cakimontkk,  ISHl  to 
the  present  time.  The  latter  irsidcd  in  Wcthersfudd  during  only  a  part 
of  his  term. 

Stipreme  Court  of  Errors. — In  17S1,  it  was  enacted  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  seven  members  of  the  I'pper  House  should 
constitute  this,  as  a  court  to  review  the  decisions  of  the  Superior  Court. 
In  1793,  the  Governor  was  made,  ex  ofjicio,  the  Chief  Ju<lge.  In  180G, 
the  Judges  of  the  Sujierior,  sitting  collectivcdy,  were  made  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Errors.  I'his  was,  with  .some  modification,  re-enacted  in  1818. 
Judges  of  this  Court  are  also  judges  of  the  Superior  Court;  l)ut,  since 
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1870,  till'  miiiiluT  oi  jiul,^'cs  of  iho  lailcr  roiirt  has  bcfii  ii.trca^-od  to 
eleven,  includiiiii-  llic  live  jiidi^cs  of  the  Siipi'ciue  Court. 

The  following:;  are  llic  luciiiiicrs  of  the  Sniircinc  Court  wlio  liav;-  coiiio 
from  Wetliersiiclil : — 

STKniKN  ^Iix  .MiTciiKi.T.,  1T^4-'J.■5  aiul  1.^07-14,  being  Cliief  Judge 
durinp;  the  lattci-  term;  John  C'hi.stki;,  17ns-'.'2  and  1^0:i-7;  Thomas 
Scott  W'ii.i.iams,  lSi;;i--l7,  hcing  Cliicf  .ludgo  lsl.']-47;  Thomas 
]5Km)i:x  ]!rTi,i;i:.  lS(;i-7;!,  liciiii;-  Cliici'  Judge  l.s7<)-:!,  \hv  time  of  hi.-> 
dealli;  Ki.isha  ('Ai;ri;.NTKi;,  IsOT)  to  tlie  time  of  liis  death.  iJi'sidos 
these,  Judges  CiiAr.NCKv  Goodiiicu,  1S02-7,  and  Yaazir  Goohijk  ir, 
180:3-7 — were  sons  of  the  IJev.  Elizur  (loodrieh,  wliose  long  line  of 
ancestors  (running  baek  to  lO."^) — were  Wetherstiehl  peo])l('. 

Toioi  Coiirl.s  were  estalilislud  in  10:;i).  They  eonsisted  of  three, 
five  or  seven  of  their  jirineijial  iidiahitants,  one  of  whom  was  its 
s\vorn  *'^loderator."  Its  sessions  were  hi-monthlv,  ami  it  had  juris- 
diction to  the  extent  of  forty  shillings.  In  1(500,  its  prrsainirl  was  one 
Assistant,  or  Commissioner,  with  at  least  two  of  its  Selectmen.  In 
1G72,  one  Assistant,  or  (in  towns  where  no  Assistant  dwelt),  two 
Selectmen,  constituted  the  Court.  This  Court  seems  to  ha\e  heen 
superseded,  in  Jti'J^.  U}*  the  provision  then  neidn  f,.r  Ju>ti',-es  of  the 
Peace. 

Sheri/Js. — Prior  to  the  miion  with  Xew  Haven  Colony,  the  high- 
est peace  officer  was  the  "Marshall  General"  of  the  Colony,  app<iinteJ 
by  the  General  Court.  After  the  formation  of  the  counties  in  lOCO, 
a  Marsliall  was  appointed  for  each  county,  by  the  County  (..'■nirt,  until 
1702.  At  the  latter  date,  the  mime  of  the  office  was  changed  to  that  of 
Sheriff  for  the  County,  still  ai)pointed  by  the  County  Court — and 
"High"  Sheriff  for  the  Colony.  In  172-1,  the  a]ii)ointing  jM.wer  was 
conferred  upon  the  "Governor  and  Council."  Py  the  Constitution  of 
ISIS,  the  General  Assembly  is  made  the  appointing  power.  Py  an 
Amendment  thereto,  adopted  in  1S3S,  the  electors  of  the  county  are 
required  to  elect  the  Sheriff. 

County  Com))iissio)tcys. — The  office  of  Conimissi(Mior  of  a  County, 
was  created  in  lS-"!8;  when  the  oflice  of  Associate  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  was  abolished.  It  was  then  provided  that  two  Commissioners, 
for  each  county,  should  be  annually  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly; and  that  they  .should  be,  r.v  ajftcio,  associate  judges  of  that  Court, 
in  certain  highway  and  bridge  cases,  licensing  of  taverns,  and  the 
appointments  of  jailors,  etc.  In  1S41.  their  inunber  was  incn^ased  to 
three,   and   they  were  given   the  exclusive  jiower  to  numage  the   prop 
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crty  of  tlie  County;  reinow  deputy  <lierills  from  olfice  and  administer 
thp  oath  to  poor  del>tor.*.  Plank  roads,  turnpiko-gatos  and  toU-graph 
])o;t.-  liavo  al~o  Lc-Mi  matters  Avitliin  tlioir  jurisdiction.  In  1S55,  the 
County  Cniirt  I'oini:  thou  aholishod — thoy,  of  course,  ceased  to  be  side 
judges  of  that  C'"'iirr.  In  I'^T^,  the  autliority  to  prant  licensos  to  sell 
intoxieatinir  liquors  was  vested  in  thom.  Very  complete  lists  of  Wethers- 
field  Town  Orficers  and  of  Wethcrsfield  men  who  have  tilled  County. 
Colonial  and  State  oif.ces.  frum  l(')'^j('<  to  the  ])re:>LMit  time,  will  he  found 
in  ArpiXMx  XT. 

Xkw  IxTKK-Ti;ni:iTORi.\i.  Settlements. — It  was  not,  however,  at 
dif'faiil  ) daces  rinly.  that  new  settlements  were  planted  with  scions  from 
the  oriirinal  Pyijuauir  stoek.  As  we  have  already  seen,  as  early  as 
ICi-y.K  lands  had  l"-en  jdottecl  at  Uoccanum  and  Xauhuc  (as  il  was  after- 
ward-; calle.l).  on  the  -ax/  side  of  the  Great  Piver;  and  thither,  not 
many  years  later,  some  of  the  Wetherstkdd  settlers  sought  new  homes. 
Here  if  was  that  the  lirst  inter-frnilorial  settlement  from  Wethers- 
iield  ti-ok  root  and  Jl',uri:^hed.' 

GIa>:{"nbun/.'- — The  jireeise  period  when  Glastonbury  was  first  set- 
tled, i-  i"'<^  easy  to  determine.  Xor  is  it  easy  to  :=.\y  irlio  was  its  fir.-t 
wliite  settler.  The  rirst  owners  of  laud  there  were  peiiple  who  owned 
and  lived  upon  lands  in  Weiherslield  village.  It  is  probable  that  the 
j)ioneer  settlers  on  the  east  side  were  young  men,  whose  lands  were  given 
them  by  their  fathers  living  on  the  west  side.  The  lots  being  three 
miles  Ling  fp'iu  the  Piver  mi  the  we>t  to  the  hills  on  the  east,  presented 
every  variety  "f  farm  land,  and  the  waterpower  ati'orde<l  by  the  cast 
side  streams  was  even  superior  to  that  of  the  west  side.  Hence  it  was, 
that  both  Xauliuc  and  Xayaug  were  settled  before  the  West  Farms 
(X'ewington  ).  P"eky  Hill,  or  IJeekley's  Quarter  were  ocetipied. 

Dr.  Chajiin  does  not  directly  say  who  was  the  pioneer  of  the  east 
side:  but  leaves  it  to  be  inferred  (so  far  as  we  can  judge)  that  Joseph 
(Josiah  ()  Gilbert,  as  tenant  of  Lieut.  John  Ilolli.-ler,  was  the  man; 
and  that  the  house  so  erected  was  at  Xayaug,  prior  to  ]G51.  If  we  were 
to  hazard  an  opini<in,  founded  on  eviclence  afforded  by  the  ]VelJicrs- 
fiehl  Land  liccords,  we  should  say  that  the  claim  to  priority  lies  between 
Thomas  EDWAiins  (suu  of  -lohu,  the  Settler),  and  Sami-ki.  Gakdxki:. 
l-Mv.ards  is  described  as  living  "at  Hoccanum  in  Wetherstleld,"  as 
early  as  the  0th  of  January,  1G40,  (Jan.  19,  1G.")0,  X'.  S.),  at  which 
date  he  entered  for  record  an  additional  piece  of  land,  on  the  cast  side 


1  Conn.  Col.  Rcc.  1.,  p.  63. 

-  Soiiietiiiies,  in   old   records,   spelled   Classcnburi/,   and    Ghtstenhury. 
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of  tlio  liivfT,  irivon  him  liy  liis  fnllicr,  uiio  had  honj^lit  it,  fit"  Jolnr 
Phiml),  when  the  hittrr  rciiinvcd  to  Slaiiifnrd.  IIdw  Idw^  l-Mwards  had 
been  living  at  Ihtecainiiii  dipcs  not  appear.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
original  distrih\itees  of  Id.']!),  (in  ihe  east  side,  l)nt  the  traet  he  then 
received  Avas  too  far  south  to  h(^  in  1  loc-caimiii,  unless  that  name,  at 
tliat  time,  included  what  was  at'tei-warils  calletl  Xauhnc.  I'he  lot  on 
whicli  'Jdiomas  huilt  was  traverxd  hy  I'^roe;  IJvook,  as  it  would  seem. 
This  was  also  true  of  llu^  lot  of  I'lTi  acres  houiiht  hy  dohu  Talcott  of 
Richard  Gildersleeve  in  Hl-11  :  and  that  of  ltd  acres  l.oui;ht  of  \Villiam 
(lihhons,  also  of  llai-lford,  from  Wm.  jjojicrs,  in  li'.U.  It  is  prohahle 
that  Tho.  Edwards  live(]  on  one  of  tht'se  lots,  either  as  tenant  id"  William 
Gihhons  ("■yeonuiu,"  hut  a  nnm  oi'  wealth),  or,  what  is  more  likely, 
Kdwards  exchaiiiied  ins  lot  o{  iM)  1  acres  with  ^Ir.  (iihhons,  which 
neither  of  the  j)arties  reeonled  until  KMli.  It  was  this  land,  occupied 
already  for  a  long  time,  on  which  Thomas  Kdwards  was  required,  l)v  thc- 
order  of  tln^  General  Court,  in  lUfi;),  to  cdustruct  a  hridge  across  I'^rog 
Pond,  and  to  he  assisted  therein  hy  "the  re>f  of  the  inhahitants  at 
Iloekanum,  all  ahove  sixteen  years  old."  Samiki.  Gai;|)X];i:  was  the 
owner  of  lands  on  hoth  the  llarlt"oi'd  and  Wethershehl  sides  of  the  ea>t 
and  west  lim  dlsiding  lloecanum.  On  the  IlartAud,  or  norih  side,  he 
had  held  a  trad  since  I'llO,  as  the  Ilartforil  records  seem  to  indicate, 
at  which  time  he  was,  ])erha])s,  a  resident  of  that  town.  On  the  Weth- 
ersfield  side  he  was  the  owner  of  lau<l  ])y  ]nirchase  from  XathanieJ  and 
Ivohert  Foote,  as  early,  priihahly,  as  lCiA'>.  lie  sold  his  house  and  home- 
lot  in  Wetliersfiehl  to  .lohn  ('oilman,  in  1017  or  '4S;  having  sold  liis 
meadow  land  in  1(110,  and,  it  is  ]U'ohahle  that,  before  this  he  was  living 
at  lloeeanum,  and  down  to  the  time  (lO.VJ)  when  he,  as  wcdl  as 
Thomas  Kdwards,  signed  the  agreement  to  remove  to  Norwattuck 
(Iladley).  Gardner  removed  thither  in  100;',;  hnt  IMwards  remaiiu-il 
in  lloecanum.  It  is  ])rohable  that  the  ?\athaniel  Foote  lot,  at  Xaubnck, 
was  the  land  in  "lloecanum"  occupied  by  Gardner;  and  that  the  latter 
name  was  then  given  the  tract  which  later  was  called  Xaubnck.  The 
latter  name  does  not  a])])ear  nf  <ill.  until  after  1000;  whilst  lloccaniun 
is  as  old  a  name  as  Pyipiag.  Xathaniel  Foote.  the  senior,  had  reserved 
land  for  a  highway,  when  he  recorded  his  land  in  1040;  the  first  road 
on  the  east  side.  The  writer  does  not  believe,  as  docs  ^Ir.  Goodwin 
in  his  Illfil.  Ea.^l  IlarljOrd,  that  John  Saddler,  or  anyone  el.se,  kej)! 
au  ''ordinary''  (or  "victnallinghou.se")  in  Xaubnck,  in  1048.  Saddler 
was  living  in  the  same  street  in  Wetherstield  about  this  time,  with 
George  rha])pel,  a  close  neighbor.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  Sad- 
dler's })lace,  wherever  it  was,   was  an   "urdimiry""  from  the  fact  that 
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Cliai)iH'l  was  harb'ircd  there,  wlicu  a  l"ii::ilivc  from  ju>tic(\  Mr.  Good- 
win suiiposes  from  the  fact  that  tlu-  I'artici'.lar  ("oiut,  in  lUl^.  forbade 
'J'homas  Ford,  of  Jlarlford,  and  .John  Saddler,  from  harboring  Cliapix'l 
"at  either  of  the  houses  aforesaid";  and  the  further  fai-t  tliat,  in  I'jtlo, 
Saddler  did  keeji  an  ordinary  at  lliiceannni.  that  he  mu>t  have  kejit  one 
there  in  IG^IS,  and  that  it  was  the  "hotise"  referred  to  in  the  order  of  tho 
Court.  ^Ve  do  not  think  so;  but,  we  believe  that  Saddler  removed  to 
Iloccamim  about  l';.");*,  when  he  sold  his  meadow  and  uplands  on  the 
west  side.  Dr.  C'lia])iu  evidently  believes  that  the  Saddl"r"s  ■■ordinary"' 
was  on  the  Xew  London  road  (now  within  Marlborough  limits),  whirli 
he  says,  was  in  existenee  at  the  earliest  s(>ttlement  of  the  east  side;  but 
we  think  that  it  was  established  there  at  a  mueh  latiM-  date  than  the  one 
at  JJoceanum,  if  at  all;  an<l  thai  llir  latter  has  bem  confoiuidcd  with 
the  former  one.  Saddler  retained  his  dwelling  hotise  on  the  we>t  side 
of  the  Iliver,  for  nnmy  years  subsequent  to  1G4S. 

Far  to  the  soutli,  in  faet,  the  la>t  lot  in  the  >s'aid>ue  division, 
Matthkw^  ^LiTfiiiJ.t,  had  0(vui>ied,  by  a  tenant,  a  ])arl  of  bis  largi; 
farm  of  900  aeres,  very  soon  after  he  bad  i-eeeivi'd  it  from  the  Town, 
in  1G30.  He  raised  many  eattle  and  eoiistructed  a  "eow-pen"  a  few 
rods  from  .^tiiivvn,,]!  l^iver.  Jn  the  fame;;:;  c;;it  between  Gti-uoiu 
Bulkely  and  John  IJelden's  heirs,  on  the  one  side  and  John  Tlolli.-ti'r  on 
the  other,  in  10s  l-."),  this  eow-])en  figured  largfdy ;  for  it  was  uciir  this 
that  the  white  oak  tree  stood,  which  marked  thi>  division  line,  as  an 
aneient  landmark.  It  had  been  referred  to  by  Mr.  Mitebell  in  (K'x-rib- 
ing  his  hind  when  entering  it  fiM*  reeord,  in  l(i41.  Witnesses  were  called 
in  the  suit  referred  to,  to  shcnv  where  the  ■'eow-pen''  vas :  f<>r  it  had  not 
existed  for  nuniy  years.  Among  others,  ],eonard  Dix,  living  in  Wethers- 
field  village,  testified  that  it  stood  on  a  "knowle"  some  distance  from 
an  old  cave,  or  cellar,  and  between  it  and  the  brook,  six  or  seven  rods 
from  the  latter.  7>y  it,  or  near  it,  the  cattle,  he  said,  passed  over  Stur- 
geon Kiver.  It  is  quite  likely  that  this  obi  cellar  marks  the  site  of  the 
first  liousc  in  ])resent  South  Glastonbni'y,  if  not  the  tirst  in  the  i)ro5ent 
limits  of  that  town.  And,  it  is  also  probable  that  the  hotise  was  erected 
at  the  same  time  with  the  "pen,"  or  stockade,  in  which  the  cattle  were 
herded.  It  ought  to  be  said  tliat  the  reference  to  the  **cow-pen"  by 
'Mr.  ^rifchell  in  the  entry  of  his  laiul  in  1G41,  was  an  interlineation,  in 
another  hand;  but  it  bears  the  appearance  of  having  been  made  con- 
temporaneously; and  it  was  mentioned  in  ^litchcll's  deed  to  Robert  Coe, 
in  .Tune,  1G41.  Besides,  in  the  suit  in  question  it  seems  to  have  been 
conceded  that  it  was  an  element  in  the  ori'/inal  b<mn<lary  of  the  Mit- 
chell tract.      This  tract,   which    included   ]ied   ]lill,   had   been   sold   l>y 
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]\Iitclicll  to  li.iixTt  C'lM";  bv  C'-.e  lo  IJobert  Tm^c ;  by  Rose  to  John 
Latimer,  ;iii<l,  li;i\iiig  been  ilivbl.-.l  bv  tlie  lu'ter  into  four  equal  i)arts, 
two  of  tlieso  had  c-onie  into  the  po.sscssion  of  Ijulkcley  and  Delden. 
'Sir.  Jolin  Ilc.llistcr,  whose  father.  Lieut.  John,  had  hohl  a  lot  of  lifty 
aeres  of  nieaduw,  ••with  thf>  upland  bcloii^ring  to  it''  (a>  he  dcseribod 
it  on  the  records),  became  involved  in  a  controversy  with  Lulkeley  and 
the  Leldf  n  luii-s.  In  the  eour.-c  nf  rhis  law  suit,  it  a])pears  that  dis- 
putes aro.-e  as  early  as  HJol.  v.hen  Latimer  posses^^ed  the  .Miieliell 
tract  between  Lieut.  Ilolli^ter's  Tenants,  the  three  broihers  of  Gilbert 
(Josiah.  Jonatlian  and  Jujin).  and  ^Ii-.  Latimer.  Llie  dispute  con- 
cerned the  line  dividing  the  ]\IiTchell  from  the  Hollister  tract;  the 
Latter  claiminii'  a  north  line  >:>},  r.>ds  further  noith  than  was  ultimately 
allowed  him  by  the  Cdurt.  It  further  appearetl.  or  stich  is  the  infer- 
once,  that  the  Gilberts  occupied  a  house  on  tlie  Hollister  farm,  from 
the  beginning  of  their  tenancy,  in  lOoT,  which,  so  far  as  we  can  find, 
was  abi.ut  tlie  date  when  Hollister  built  the  house  there.  Hence,  wc 
may  -up]io-e  that  the  Hollister  (dr  Gilbert)  house  was  }}ot.  as  some 
have  thought,  the  fii'>t  hon^e  on  the  east  side  of  the  Iviver.  In  fact, 
Hollister's  land  was  not  sr{  out  to  him  until  subsequently  to  lOi-}:: 
for  it  ".•.■:.•  bounded  northerly  by  land  Jatdy  of  Pi'ibert  Rose;  the  latter 
having  gone  to  'j'otoket  to  live  in  1044.  and  Hollister's  not  knowing 
whether  Uo.-e  contimied  to  huld  after  that  date,  aeoonnts  for  the  use 
of  the  word  ''lately." 

*!Mr.  Kk  iiAiM)  Ti;k.\.t  was  the  fir.-t  owner  of  laml  further  south  than 
Hollister's.  Until  1<;7:^  his  farm  at  "Xowake"  was  adjacent  to  the 
''Wilderness,'-  on  both  the  south  and  the  east. 

As  regards  settlers  on  the  east  side.  Dr.  Chapin  fixes  the  number 
in  1003,'  at  thirty-four  '"householders" — an  estimate  based  upon  the 
names  of  signers  to  the  agreement  about  a  site  for  tlie  proposed  meeting- 
house (in  Feltnuiry.  1000-1).  for  the  accnmmodati.in  of  those  on  that 
side.     The  sigiiers  numbered  tv.enty-four,  viz. : 

Ephraim  Guddi-ieh  Samuel  Hale.  Sen.  Samuel  Smith 

Joseph  Smith  Patrick  Stearns  John  ]Itd)bard 

John  Harrington  Kichard  Treat.  Sen.  Joseph  Hills 

Thomas  Lrewer  Thomas  Treat  John  Kilbourn 

Ebenezer  Hale  Pichard   Smitli  Samuel  Wellos 

John  Strickland  John  Ilellister  Thonnis  Hale 

John  Hale  Jonathan  Smith  TJichard  Treat,  Jr. 

"William  Hone  Sanmel  Hale.  Jr.  Wm.  "Wickham 


*  (Hastonlury  Centennial,  oS. 
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To  these  ho  adds  ci^liifcn   more,   who  had  foiac   into  tho  place,   up 
to  1093 : 

Jonathan   Hale  TIio.  Lovrland  Uani<d    Wri-ht 

JVnjainin    Hale  Joseph   IJidwoll  David  ll..]listei- 

])ca.  Thus.  lIulliMrr  JlichanI   Fox  Edward  llcuL.n 

.Tosoi»Ii  Ilollistcr,  Sen.  Xaihanid  'I'alci-ti  William   .Miller 

Joseph  ll<i!listcr,  d  !•.  \h-a.   i;ciij.  Talcott  Sam.  CJrimcs 

Benjamin  Smith  Thos.  Kind.cHv  Epliraini  II(dlister 

Of  the  fon-oin-,  tlu>  lollowin-  drew  land  in  Wethersficld,  as  "house- 
holders that  live  (,n  the  ircst  side  of  C'onnccticat  lliver." 

Samuel  Jlale,  Sen.  (Ju''  in  IG'J.'J   {)   Joseph  Smith 
Jol"i  il"lf  Thos.  llollister 

Jolui  Kilhourn  Ed.  Uenton 

Jonathan  Smith  Thos.  Kimberly 

^  Jint,  some  of  these,  viz.,  Edward  Jlenton,  Ebene/.er  Hale,  Lieut. 
Thomas  IluUister,  John  Kilhourn,  Jonathan  and  Samuel  Smith,  drew 
lands  in  the  "West  Division"  (Xewin-fon),  in  April,  100.3,  as  "iidiab- 
itants"  of  Wethersfield  (i.  c.  of  the  ircsl  .side)  :  for  r;iM<f,.nburv  land 
had  heon  s-^  ^q  as  a  separate  tov.ii  in  Ma.,  lOf-u.  The.  explanation  i.s 
tliat  there  wei-e  hro  of  tho  same  name  in  some  instauees.  For  oxam])le, 
Thoma.s  llollister,  the  Lieutniant.  urrrr  lived  on  the  east  side,  but 
died  in  Wethersfield;  John  Kilbourn,  the  Scrgcanl,  died  in  Wethers- 
field, while  his  son,  John,  we  supi)ose,  moved  across  the  River.  Samuel 
Hale,  Sen.,  is  not  to  be  confounded  w\\\\  the  first  of  that  name  who 
lived  in  Wethersfield;  there  were  tlirre  Samuel  Smiths  in  Wethers- 
ficld, at  or  about  this  time.  John  llollister  was  not  Lieut.  John,  the 
Settler,  but  a  son  of  his;  Kiehard  Treat,  Sen.,  was  not  Richard  the 
Settler,  but  his  .son.     Other  names  were  duplicated  in  the  township. 

In  another  place.  Dr.  Chai)in  has  stated  that  Gershoiu  IJulkeley, 
Minister,  Suri^eon  and  Attorney,  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  liivor 
durinfj  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life;  aTid,  on  this  authority,  others 
have  reiterated  the  statement.  ]^ut,  we  have  been  unable  to  'find  any 
evidence  that  he  ever  lived  m  Glastonbury;  or,  that,  after  he  was 
settled  in  Wethersfield,  he  ever  remove.]  therefrom,  althouoh  he  was 
sojournin-  there  at  the  home  of  his  dan-hter,  :\rrs.  Dorothy  Treat,  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  meantime,  considerable  jn-ogress  had  been  made  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  east  side  settlement.  A  highway,  two  rods  in  width, 
running  east  and  west,  had  been  reserved  by  Nathaniel  Foote,  the 
length  of  his  three-mile  lot  in  1G09.     Another  one  to  "Xayaug  Farms" 
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was  ordered  l)y  the  'J'own  in  .lamiarv,  1  (!  r,)-50.  Two  bridiics  wore 
buil<Iod  by  order  (if  the  (ieiier;il  ('ourt,  in  KKJo,  one  over  Froii  Urook, 
tlie  oflier  over  the  stream  al  Saddh'r's  Onlinai-y.  iLiehard  Smith,  .Ir., 
in  IGT.'J,  had  been  appointed  by  the  Town,  to  lie  keeper  of  both  tlio 
Ferry  and  the  Ordinary  in  Xew  London  lioad.  Addititiual  i^raiits  to 
individuals  had  been  iiuide  of  hinds  bcluic  Xayaui:',  iu  107:.',  thi;  lots 
beini;  of  80  acres  each.  Thomas  llarriss  had  built  a  sawmill  at  Xau- 
bue,  in  lOilT. 

The  oast  side  settlers  had  now  become,  in  their  own  opinion  at  liMSt, 
ready  and  able  to  sot  up  for  themselves,  and  the  initial  movement  was 
made  in  IGS'J.  On  the  2Gth  of  December  in  that  year,  the  Xaubuc 
people  j)resented  to  a  town  nieetiui;'  in  Wether-rifld,  a  petition,  a>kini^ 
'*to  be  discharged  from  In-ariui;'  their  i)art  of  the  ebariic  of  publike  wor- 
ship here;  in  order  to  the  setting  U])  of  the  same  amongst  them-elves." 
It  docs  not  appear  that  they  desire(l  to  do  more  than  secure  a  >eparate 
parish  organization.  Wclhei'stield  was  favorable,  iiroviJcd :  ■"Tho 
General  Court  (on  their  a]ii)lication  to  them  on  said  account),  shall 
sec  cause  to  grant  them  on  the  east  sid(>  of  the  (Jreat  liiver,  and  all  the 
lands  belonging  to  our  towne  on  that  side  of  the  river,  to  be  a  town- 
ship; and  the  inliabitants  tlu're  shal  re]ini|ni-h  all  tiieir  connnou  riirhts 
[{.  c,  rights  in  the  stated  commons  |,  on  this  west  side  of  tin-  lJi\cr, 
as  inhabitants  here;  reserving  each  man's  ])articular  right  here,  and  each 
person  with  us  reserving  his  perticular  right  there,  on  the  said  ea-t  side. 
And  also,  that  the  said  inhabitants  shal  continue  as  part  of  our  town- 
ship, and  shal  contriliute  their  proportions  to  all  publike  charge  with 
us  til  such  time  as  they  have  a  settled  minister  among  them." 

On  the  iruh  February,  lOiJO  (Feb.  2:!,  l<i'.)l.  X.  S.),  the  thiity-foiir 
signers  above  mentioned,  met  and  agreed  that  the  site  of  the  proposed 
meeting  house  should  be  upon  lands  domited  by  John  Hubbard  and 
Samuel  Smith.  At  its  ^^lay  session,  IGDO,  the  General  Court  had 
granted  the  east  side  people  leave  to  become  "a  township  of  themselves ;'' 
bnt,  advised  them  to  ''be  cautions  how  they  im])ro\cd  it.''  It,  also, 
required  them  to  continue  their  sujiport  of  the  minister  at  Wetliersfleln, 
until  they  ''have  a  good  orthodox  minister  settled  amongst  them  on 
the  east  side."  The  General  Court  say  that  the  petition  of  the  case 
side  people  asked  for  a  separate  toivntihip,  and  that  Wethersfield  has 
consented  to  it;  but  this  seems  to  have  l)een  otherwise,  as  the  record 
shows  that  the  petition  was  for  a  new  jtarisJi  only. 

The  cast  side,  or  Xaubuc  Farms  settlers,  continued  to  consider  them- 
selves in  the  old  township  after  the  act,  or  decree,  of  the  General  (Vmrt 
above  referred  to.     On  the  2:)d  December,  IG'Jl,  Wethersfield,  in  town 
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nieotiinr  voted  to  lay  out  "the  luradth  of  our  houiuls"  at  Xaulnu-,  a 
lii^dnvav  for  the  ••rountry's  u?e."  It  was  not  until  July,  10'Jl'.  that 
tho  Xauhuc  people  called  a  minister  (Rev.  'I'iino.  Sie\eii<)  whieh  seems 
to  have  been  the  tii-.-t  exeirise  of  pavocJiial  power  even.  In  June,  1i>'.il', 
the  General  Court  nanics  the  n^w  loirn  ■■Gla-teiihury."  At  the  Oerolicr 
session,  100:],  Gla.-Tonlniry  omitted  to  -end  in  a  ""li-t  of  persons  and 
estates,"  which  the  law  requir^'d  all  towii>  to  do.  It  was  not  until 
the  ^lay  ses.-ioii  "f  lii;t4,  that  (ialstonhury  sent  a  ••de|<uty,"  or  rep- 
resentative (Kleazer  Jvimherly)  to  the  General  Court,  ami  from  that 
date,  phe  may  he  said  to  have  become  a  fully  cstaldished  townsliin,  beinir 
the  first  one  formed  by  dividing:  an  existing  one:  and  fniin  this  date,  her 
history  must  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  that  of  Wetherstield.' 
BcchUt/'s  Quarter. — The  next  section  srttled  with  the  (oirir^iiip. 
and  remote  from  the  orifrinal  one  at  Pyquaug,  was  in  "Beckley's  Quar- 
ter," by  Sergt.  IiiciiAnn  IjKCKi.kv,  ^vho  came  U]-)  hither  from  ,\ew 
Haven  alxHit  Ki'^O,  and  was  a  constable  in  Wither.-lielil.  in  lOGJ.  He 
proI)ably  builded  a  house  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  ^lattabesett 
Kiv(-r,  where-  it  lunds  furthercst  northerly  in  its  coursf — in  a  few 
months  after  the  Gi-neral  Court  had  i;rantcd  him  a  tract  of  ;]00  acres 
in  Oetobwi,  IOCS. 

Xcv.'iiu/lon. — Further  to  the  north,  in  the  section  known  as  the 
"West  I)ivisi(»n,"  "'We.-t  Farms,"'  "Cow  IMains"  and.  tinally  Xkw]N(,- 
TON,  JosKPU  A.XDias  (rir^t  of  the  name  in  Wethersfield),  Joiix 
Si.EAi)  (Shide'),  who  was  in  AVetheistii  Id  as  early  as  lOTi',  and  n.^MiKi. 
HvN.v  (probably  a  mmi  of  Xathaniel,  of  Wethersiield),  settled  iietween 
1GS2  and  1GS4.  For  tb.e  histories  of  both  Bccklcy-Quavlcr  and  Scw- 
ington,  see  Chapter  XIX,  Xewixgtox. 

Bocl-y  Hill. — (Sfcpneij  Parisli.) — Another  section,  some  four  miles 
distant  from  "Wether^rield  settlement,  was  in  its  early  stages  of  ex- 
istence, before  that  at  tlie  West  Farms;  and,  in  jioint  of  time,  it  was 
next  in  order  after  the  Xaubuc  Farms;  though  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  more  accessilde.  We  refer  to  what  has  been,  from  the  earliest 
times,  kiuiwn  as  IIocky  Hii.i.,  and  for  a  period,  constituted  Slrpnry 
Pori.^li  in  Wethersiield. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  southern  or  remotest  part  of  the  cen- 
tre of  the  section  was  first  settled.     It  is  true  that  Philip  GofFe's  house. 


'On  the  27th  Jany.,  1714,  Glastonbury  dccl.ireil  by  vote  in  To\vn  !Meotincr,  tliat 
"this  Town  first  became  a  body  politic  wlien  the  Meeting  House  (in  wliich  the  said 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  for  public  worship  of  God,  do  meet)  was  erected  and 
built."  As  that  edifice  was  built  in  October,  1093,  it  need  not  Ioniser  be  doubted  that 
Glastonbury's  existence  as  a  townsiiliip  dates  from  Oct.,  1G93;  at  least  not  earlier. 
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wliirli  is  monli(.iK'(l  ;is  early  as  ic:..".,  was  in  tlio  extreme  northern 
j)art,  on  land  oriiiiiially  laid  nut  t..  IJrv.  Mr.  Denton,  just  below 
"GofTe's  iJridpc,"  hut  CotTc  sliouM  he  classed  with  the  settlers  of  Pv- 
■qnaiifj,  rather  than  with  those  of  Rocky  llilK  since  he  was  nearer  the 
former  than  to  the  latter  settlement,  hoth  as  to  date  and  distanee. 
The  reason  of  this  L;;rowth  of  the  more  disUuit  point  from  the  parent 
Btoek,  before  tlu'  iiilcrroiinij  \u>\u\  may,  perha]>s,  be  found  in  the 
policv,  adopted  by  the  town,  almost  from  the  start,  of  bei^innini!;  next 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  adjoininii;  towns,  on  eaeli  side,  and  laying  out 
the  lots  in  a  tier  to  be  parallel  with  such  line.  In  the  ease  of  luieky 
Hill,  the  fact  of  an  advantageous  landing  place  being  fouiul  under 
the  southerly  end  of  the  hill,  which  gives  the  plaee  its  name,  served  to 
modify  somewhat  the  rule  of  oeenpation  whieh  would  naturally  follow 
the  order  of  allotm(;nts;  just  the  same  as  local  causes  had  operated  the 
same  way  in  other  directions. 

Perhaps,  the  earliest  sprcial  grant  of  land  in  IJocky  Hill'  was  a 
donation  by  the  town  to  Sami'KI,  JJoakdman,  Sr.,  f>f  thirty  acres  on 
the  south  side  of  Rocky  Hill,  betwixt  the  Hill  and  a  water  course  aiul 
"so  to  run  to  the  Great  Kiver.  The  date  of  this  grant  was  UilO. 
When  iiios.  Williams  (son  of  Matthew)  liouvht  this  Iniul  of  l!r>ard- 
man  in  1GG8,  it  was  described  as  abutting  ''against  a  highway  on  the 
top  of  the  bank  by  the  Great  Kiver  east,  and  lands  not  divided  west, 
the  sides  against  common  lands  north,  and  part  against  the  said  Wil- 
liams, his  land,  and  the  connnon  south."  The  ]iiece  next  south,  and 
containing  12  acres,  which  had  been  granted  to  Williams  by  the  town, 
in  lOGl,  was  described  in  IGGS,  as  bounded  E.  by  the  river,  W.  by  lands 
not  laid  out,  and  S.  by  Hog  IJrook.  This  latter  water  course,  we  sup- 
pose to  be  the  small  brooklet  that  empties  into  the  river  directly 
below  the  present  steamboat  dock  and  which  no  longer  exists,  ex- 
cept as  a  nearly  drv  ravine  without  distinctive  name.  The.se  two 
tracts  will  be  recognized  as  embracing  most  of  the  area  now  covered 
bv  the  dwellings  and  "stores"  about  the  Eocky  Hill  landing  jdace  and 
railroad  depot  of  to-day. 

Williams  received   from   the   town   in   1GT2,   a   further  grant   of  ten 
acres.     This  was  taken  out  of  the  "undivided"  land   next  west  of  the 


'Rocky  Hill.— Tliis  name  first  (ii>])o:irs  in  a  town  vote  in  l)cconil)or.  KitO.  f)n 
the  28th  of  that  month,  as  the  record  says:  '•Goodman  Borman  [Sam.  P.oardman], 
p'pounded  for  tlic  end  of  Koeky  Hill,  about  half  a  huMerd  ac. ;  and  that  the  towns- 
men [i.  e.  Selectmen]  should  se  it."  On  tlie  2nd  of  the  next  month  the  town  fjave 
Mr.  IJoardman  20  ac.  of  land,  "on  the  So\ith  east  sid  of  tiockie  Ilill,"  a  little  below 
the  present  Landinjr-Plaee;  and  this  nndouhtedly  the  first  land  taken  up  by  a  white 
settler  in  that  part  of  the  township. 
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last  ilcsorilicd  ])!(•(•(>  and  is  stated  to  Ir"  "Ijound  S.  bv  llo^-  Ijrouk." 
How  soon  Williams  Imilt  dii  any  nl'  tlioso  tracts  docs  not  apix'ar  of 
record.  Amos  and  .Ioikv  Williams,  who,  as  wo  suppose,  wen>  Lis 
yoiHifior  brothers,  also  had  lariie  tracts  on  the  .Middlelown  Uoad,  a 
little  later.  Amos  bon;;lit  sixteen  acres  of  Lieut,  'i'hos.  Jlolli>ter,  in 
1G72,  and  twcnty-tive  acres  of  John  Welles  in  1G81,  both  on  the  west 
Bide  of  the  road;  and  was,  probablv.  liviiiii-  in  Kockv  Hill,  at  the  date 
of  the  last  i)urehase.  dohn's  house  on  th(>  east  side  of  the  "AVav  to 
!Middleto\vn,  or  liidkely's  Mill,"  is  incidentally  miMitiiuied  in  lil.^l. 
Samuki,  Williams,  a  still  younp,ci'  In-other  of  Thonuis,  had  a  large 
tract  of  land  uu  the  north  corner  of  the  road  that  runs  west  of  the 
present  po.stotKce.  William  ^lorris  sold  to  Sanuiel  J>oardman,  Jr.,  in 
April,  Kis;;,  his  house,  with  a  ])art  (six  acres)  of  his  land  on  the 
west  side  of  JMiddletown  roatl,  near  to,  if  not  adjoinino-  .Middletown 
line.  KzLKiLL  Vack  (son  of  Emanuel,  of  Wetliersfield)  was  given 
a  tract  of  twelve  acres  by  his  father,  in  l(i7'.>,  or  earlier.  It  was  adjacent 
to  another  piece  of  four  acres,  granted  by  the  town  in  1G7<!,  and  was 
on  the  east  side  of  Aliddletown  road.  On  tiie  west  side  of  the  same 
road,  between  John  Slead's  land  and  a  highway  north.  Jluck  had 
1\  acres  f'-^v.i  the  tov/n,  in  October,  K'.Tli.  Thi.-^,  with  a  Ju/iisc  upon 
it,  lie  -sold,  m  ](i.s4,  to  SauL  lioardman,  Ji'.,  ami  at  this  tiuu-  it  is 
probable  that  Jhick  renioved  to  his  lot  by  the  saw  mill  at  West  Farms, 
afterwards  called  Xewington  ;  he  being  also  a  ))art  owner  of  the  mill. 
We  suppose  this  to  be  the  same  Kzekiel  Ihick,  who,  in  17:20,  removed 
from  AVethersfield  to  I'antam  (]>itchfield)  and  became  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  that  townshi)).  lli.>  neighbor  at  Xewington,  Capt. 
Jacob  Griswold,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  settler  of  Litchiield. 
JosKiMi  Edwakus.  son  of  John  Edwards,  Sr.,  had  twenty  acres  granted 
him  by  the  town,  and  laid  out  in  1G7;J,  on  the  west  side  of  Aliddletown 
road,  between  Emanuel  ]]uck  on  the  north  and  Samuel  DoardmaiL  Jr., 
south.  He  probably  built  a  house  on  it  withi)i  two  or  three  years  there- 
after. Edwards  died  in  or  ]iiior  to  1GS2.  Samckl  15()aujj.\l\x,  Jr.,  is 
believed  to  have  built  himself  a  house  upon  a  tract  of  ten  acres  on  the 
west  side  of  Middletown  road,  between  Joseph  Edwards'  lot  north, 
and  John  Welle.s'  south,  soon  after  the  town  had  granted  him  the 
land  in  1G72.  In  1G74,  he  received  sixteen  acres  more,  next  north  of 
Amos  Williams'  lot,  by  distribution  from  his  deceased  father's  estate. 
John  and  Samuki.  Tayloji,  sons  of  William  of  Wetliersfield,  had  lots 
adjoining  each  other  on  the  east  side  of  ^Nliddletown  road,  west  of 
Thomas  Williams'  laiul.  John  bought  his  tract  (six  acres)  of  Andrew 
Pinsion    (Pyncheon),   in   January,    1G7G-7.      As   Pyncheon's  had   been 
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gr;iiitc<l  \,y  the.  tnwii,  ill  ](i7-"5.  Oil  coiulitiuii  that  he  should  build 
thfrcnii  witliiu  .-even  years,  and  as  lie  rctaineil  six  acres  fur  himself,  it 
is  ]>rol,ahle  that  hoth  he  and  .John  Taylor  had  houses  on  their  Kocky 
Hill  lands,  prior  to  ICsO.  Samukl  Cole,  in  :Mareh,  1GS2,  bought 
from  the  estate  of  Joxpli  l-ldwanl-^.  deceased,  a  lot  on  the  east  side  of 
Middletowii  road,  next  suuth  of  Thomas  Williams'  and  on  it  built  a 
house  soon  tlicreafter.  Joxatiiax  Dkmixc;,  "blacksmith,"  boup:ht  fifteen 
acres,  in  1072,  from  Daniel  li-.-e.  .,n  the  west  side  .Middlefown  road, 
between  Amos  Williams  on  the  m.rlh  and  a  hii;h\vay  sourh.  Tn  10S2, 
he  bouiiht  from  Kzekiel  JJiick,  ei-hr  acres  on  tlie  south  side  of  the  liii^di- 
way,  to  the  iiorth  of  land  of  Jose))h  Edwards,  deceased;  and  we  appre- 
hend tliat  it  was  on  the  first  of  tliese  two  tracts  that  he  was  livinc;  when, 
in  17<M,  the  town  voted  tn  '■fnriify"  his  house  ai:-aiiisf  attack  then 
su])posed  to  be  imminent.  Tlir  Imu-e  of  James  Warner  is  now  njion 
this  tract.  ".Mr."  Joski'ii  niTiJi:  had  six  acres  granted  him  in  l()i):]-4, 
next  to  Middletown  line,  on  the  east  side  the  ^liddletown  road,  to 
biiiM  a  liou.'ie  on.  lie  builr  one.  which  his  son  Charles  inherited. 
JosKi-u  S.MiTJi  (son  of  Samuel  "the  fellmonger")  was  granted  land 
in  lf'.r;7,  next  east  of  Sammd  'J'aylor's  lan<l,  on  the  east  side  of  ]\Iiddle- 
town  ve-Ail,  Thomas  Williams'  land  being  n::vt  south.  lie  died 
in  loi-f,  ur  earlier,  ar  iiocky  J  hi),  as  we  sujtpose;  and,  perhajis,  was 
the  earliest  settler  there,  and  the  tir>t  to  die  in  ihat  settlement,.  Josf.imi 
Giii.MKs,  a  weaver,  bought  a  ])iece  of  one  and  one-half  acres  from  Jacob 
Goft'e,  carpenicr,  on  the  wc-^t  side  of  Middletown  road,  in  January, 
10811-90,  and  must  have  built  u]Hin  it  soun  after. 

Taking  the  ])lainest  indications  we  can  get,  we  find  that  a  little  com- 
munity existed  at  liocky  Hill  a.-  early  as  IGSO,  or  thereabouts;  that 
tlie  settlers  were  sons  of  parents  living  in  Wethersfield  village;  that 
they  occujiied  land>  between  ilie  pre.-eiit  river-landing  on  the  east, 
Hividejid  on  the  south,  the  ^\'i]derness  (distant  a  mile,  or  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  river)  \vt'st.  and  the  ncn-thcni  slope  of  the  hill  on  the 
north;  and  that  the  number  of  settlers  in  IGSO,  couldn't  have  exceeded 
half  a  dozen.  To  recapitulate,  wc  should  say,  that,  by  1GS4,  there  were 
livitig,  or  had  lived,  at  Hocky  Hill,  the  following  settlers: 

Samuel  ]3oardnian,  Jr.  Jacob  Gofi'c,  his  son.  Amos  Williams. 

Ezekiel  Buck.  William  ^lorris.  Jfihn  Williams. 

Sanniel  Cole.  Andrew  ryncheon.  Thonuis  Williams. 

Jonathan  Deming.  Josejdi  Smith.  Job  Whitcomb. 

Josejih  Edwards.  John  Taylor. 

Phili])  Goffe.  Samuel  Tavlor. 
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JosKi'ji  ])LTi,K];  iiiid  .I()si;i'ii  (Ju'iMr.s  r^uuii  fuUowcd,  and,  it  is  pos- 
sible, lliat  Juii.N  Sm;ai)  scttlfd  on  his  lainl  at  Rocky  Hill,  before  he 
went  to  Xc\vini;t(in  (i.r  '-Wrst  I'\\nns")  ^\■hi^•ll  \ve  ^^npiuiso  to  have 
been  in  1GS4. 

In  1072,  tlic  town  liad  rcscrv<'<l  a  tract  nf  five  acres  at  the  foot  of 
lioeky  Hill,  f.,r  a  laudin-  i)lacc  and  .-hip  yard.  licv.  (Jershuni  F^nlkeley 
had  erected  his  '•(•(.rne  inill"  in  ICin,  on  a  lari^c  tract  uiven  him  by 
the  town  in  1008,  at  Dividend;  and  a  highway  had  been  laid  out  "from 
Widow  GofFe's"'  to  this  mill  in  1077;  one  from  Wetliersfield  to  Rocky 
]lill  landiniT,  alon^r  tl,(,  ^..^^^  ^\^\(.  ^.f  d,,.  ],,■]]  l,;,vinir  been  laid  out  ir. 
1040.  So  that  the  incipient  colony  at  lu.i'ky  Jlill  was,  at  tliis  time,  in 
a  promising  conditi<in.  For  fnrther  history  of  this  old  AVetliersfield 
Parish,  .^ee  our  Chapter  XIX,  On   Stepney  and  liocky  Hill. 

Tjik  \'ii,i..\(iK  oi-  Wktiiki;sfiki.i>. — Although  not  in  strict  chrono- 
logical  ord(M-,  yet  we  may  venture  to  include  this  anion,::,'  the  inler- 
trrnlorial  developments  of  the  old  township.  If  may  nm  be  known  to 
all  of  our  readers  that  the  Township  of  ^^'ethersfleld  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  one  in  the  State,  with  one  exception,  which  has 
an  incorporated  rill/igr  witliin  its  borders.     That  exception  is  Litchfield. 

In  ]May,  iS22,  the  Legislature  enacted  that  iho  nl,...fr>.-.-  IJviu'^'-  within 
the  following  limits,  should  be  a  body  politic,  and  a  corporation,  having 
certain  powers  as  to  fire  ordimmccs  and  fire  companies,  a  workdiouse, 
sale  of  fuel,  etc. — "IVginning  at  a  point  on  the  AV.  baid^  of  Conn. 
River;  thence  due  W.  to  a  p.dTit  in  the  centre  of  South  Lane  10  rods 
X.  of  Elisha  AVilliams'  house;  thence,  along  the  centre  of  said  Lane 
X.  to  the  centre  of  street  from  Appleton  Robbins'  hou.se  to  Harris' 
Hill;  thence  along  centre  of  same  street  to  the  centre  of  the  street 
leading  X.  by  the  house  of  Selah  l^arrett  ;  thence  along  centre  of  said 
street  X.  to  the  Great  Road  leading  from  Wethei'sfield  Village  to  the 
Iltfd.  k  Xew  Haven  turnpike;  thence  a  right  line  X.  to  a  jxiint  in  Jor- 
dan's Lane,  30  rods  "W.  from  Sandy  Lane;  thence  due  X.  to  Xorth 
bounds  of  Wetliersfield;  thence  along  same  E.  to  Conn.  River;  thence 
along  W.  bank  of  saiil  River  \o  the  jdace  of  b<>ginning.'' 

It  was  provided  that  the  corporate  name  should  be  '-'Jdie  Village  of 
Wcthersfu'ld.''  The  corporate  existence  of  this  village  is  maintained 
by  virtue  of  a  statute  contained  in  the  Revision  of  1870,  of  the  General 
Statutes;  but  the  writer  is  not  aware  that  it  exercises  any  of  the  powers 
thus  conferred  upon  it. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Military    Organizaliun—Wrlhcrs/iLld's   Shan:    in    the    Earlier    Indian 
Wars — 1037 — 1G7G—Thc  Amlrus  ['.siirpadun. 
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[By  Sukhmax  \V.  Adams,  Esq.] 

N  A  PREVIOUS  PT.AC'E  (C'luiptcr  TV,  p.  170),  w  have 
spoken  of  the  Cui,sta(>lc  iiiul  stated  the  iiatuir  <.f  his  duties 
aa  a  civil  olKcial.  liiipcrtant  as  these  were,  however,  they  were 
not  sii])eri(ir  in  value  to  his  niilitarv  finictiuns.  Fi.r  "The  first 
constal)h's  appointed  fur  the  river  towns  were  of  a  (h'cidedly 
military  character.  Tliey  rather  resembled  tludr  Eni!,lish  prototype  than 
the  officer  of  later  colonial  days.'  The  lirst  independent  orpniization 
of  the  towns  was  for  defense.  The  earliest  act  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment was  directed  against  a  ]a.\ity  of  military  discipline,  and  the  next 
forbade  .sale  of  arms,  powder  or  shot  to  the  Indi'"'-^;  following  v.hich  is 
tlie  ap|)oimnieuL  of  constables.  i)ractiealiy  as  miiirary  otlicers.  A  turlher 
extension  of  the  military  organization  is  seen  in  "the  Watch,  un- 
doubtedly a  kind  of  constabulary  patrol  to  gmird  against  Indian  at- 
tacks. The  constable  was  next  reiiuired  to  view  the  amnuinition.  which 
every  inhabitant  was  ordered  to  have  in  readings;  and,  finally,  before 
half  a  year  had  jnissed,  each  town  was  put  into  working  military  form, 
by  the  institution  of  monthly  Irainiiujs  under  the  cundahlc,  with  more 
frequent  meetings  for  the  •unskillful.'  At  this  time,  the  constable  was 
required  to  perform  his  time-honoivd  duty  of  viewing  the  arms  to  see 
'whether  they  be  serviceable  oi'  noe,'  which  duty  was,  later,  given  to  the 
clerk  of  the  train  hand.  One  is  not  surprised  that  the  colonists  were 
in  readiness  the  next  year  to  declare  an  oiTensive  war  against  the 
Pcquots.  After  the  war  was  over,  the  inhabitants  W(>re  ordered  to  bring 
to  the  constable  'any  armor,  gnes,  swords,  belts,  l^.andilers,  kittles, 
pottes,  tooles,  or  anytiiing  else  that  belongs  to  the  commonwealth;'  "  and 
this  officer  was  to  return  them  to  the  next  Court. — Andrews'  The  Hirer 
Toirns  in  Conn.,  p.  110-11. 

Damki,  Fixcji  was  AVcthersfleld's  first  constable,  by  appointment  of 
the  General  Court,  in  IGoG. 


>For  tlio  Milit.iiy  cli:ir,ic-tcr  of  llm  Coii'^talilo,  soc   Adams'   Xormayi  Cmisliihhs   in 
America.     Johns   llupkins   Univ.   c<lii(!irs,  Vol.    1.,   pp.   8   fT. 
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The  "]Va/r]t  and  ^Vavll,"  ordorod  l>v  the  Court,  in  .lime,  It'iOtj, 
to  1)0  inaintaiiK.'il  in  evriy  town,  \va>  uiulcr  tlio  constable's  oliarjre.  The 
same  order  Avas  amended  in  1G41>.  In  the  Revision  of  171.'),  the 
constables  were  empuwercd  "'in  his  ^lajestie's  name"  to  *'du(-ly  and 
faithfully  attend  their  watch  and  ward,  by  walkinii'  and  .-tandinL'  in 
snch  i)laces  where  they  may  best  discnvi'r  danger,  by  the  approach  of 
an  enemy,  or  by  lire,  or  otherwise;  whicli.  if  they  discover,  they  are  to 
give  notice  thereof,  by  firiiKj  iJirir  rjinis.  and  crying-  Fire!  Fin.' I  or 
Arm  I  Arm  I"  They  were  also  authorized  to  arrest  the  suspected  per.-on 
and  ])rodm-e  him  before  an  Assistant  or  .lusticc  of  the  Peace,  for  ex- 
amination. 

In  April,  l*J'>-2,  the  townsmen  em])loyed  lli(;u  Wkt.i.ks  to  brai  {he 
driiiii,  for  the  year  then  ensuimr,  "every  niuht  and  morneing.  for  the 
setting  of  the  Watcli  and  the  breaking  <itl'  the  Walch  in  the  momoing: 
and  for  to  beate  it  every  Lord's  day,  as  the  custom  is.".-  The  duties 
of  the  watchmen  evidently  were  analagous  to  those  of  the  present  day 
policeman. 

TJic  Uiiaid. — Independently  <if  the  watch  and  ward,  or  regidar 
patrol,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  sj)ecial  armed  force.  maintaiiiL-d 
by  the  l.j"..n,  whose  dtUy  was  to  attend  the  nui'ting>  ai  the  meoting  hou-e 
on  Svmdays  and  lecture  days,  when  the  greater  ])art  of  the  jiopidation 
were  engaged  in  their  devotions.  ]n  December,  10."J8,  it  was  voted  that 
the  pay  of  the  "gard  in  Weatherslield''  should  be  12  pence  jior  man  per 
anntun;  but,  in  Marcli,  lOHl,  it  was  made  '>  shillings.  Probably,  it  was 
a  service  to  which  ordinarily  no  jiay  was  attached;  and  all  able  bodied 
citizens  were  required  to  serve  in  it  l)y  turns.  My  town  vote,  the  "Gard"' 
\va.s  required  to  appear  "in  amies  com])]ete  every  Lord's  day  and  Lfcter 
day,"  or  forfeit  of  12  pence  per  man. 

The  General  Couil.  in  ir;42,  had  passed  an  order  that  each  of  the 
River  Towns  should  have  a  completely  armed  guard  of  forty  men,  to 
attend  meetings,  as  above  stated  ;  and  some  of  these  Wetherstield  votes 
may  have  aj'plied  to  the  guard  formed  pursuant  to  that  order.  I'y  the 
Code  of  IGoO,  the  stated  number  of  the  meeting  house  guard  was  fixed 
at  twenty  men. 

Tlic  Train  Band. — The  earliest  developments  of  the  regular  military 
organizations  in  the  three  river  towns,  seems  to  have  been  in  coiuicction 
with  and  a  consequence  of  the  Indian  outlireaks  of  IGo" — and  even 
that  was  but  temporary  in  its  character — a  levy  made  upon  the  three 
towns  by  tlie  General  Cotirt.  to  meet  an  emergency.  For  many  years 
there  was  no  regidar  organization  of  militia,  as  we  now  imderstand 
such  a  term.     In  the  Code  of  1050,  it  was  provided  that  "all  persons'' 
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more  than  sixteen  yeans  of  age  (magistrates  and  ehureli  officers  only 
excepted)  slmuld  "hearc  annes."  TIiosc  enrolled  in  any  town  formed 
tlie  ''I'rain  liand,"  tlii'  nnmix-r  constituting  a  nnixinnnn  or  minimum 
not  being  tixcd  \>y  law.  'J'lie  olFicers  were  nominated  by  the  "souldgers," 
and  coufirnied  by  the  rartieular  (not  the  General)  Court.  Soldiers 
were  required  U>  lie  armed  with  "a  g(K)d  muskitt,  or  other  gunn" ;  a 
"sword,  rest  an<l  bandaleers"  (shoulder  belt);  ""match  and  buUitts.'' 
By  the  same  Code,  Wetherstield  was  reciuired  to  keep  on  hand  one 
barrel  of  powder,  :]00  pcmnds  of  lead,  SO  fathoms  of  maieh  ;  "and  eight 
Cottdn  Coates,  or  Corseletts,  with  serviceable  Pikes  to  cither  of  them." 

In  February,  IGGO-l,  the  town  voted  to  i)rovide  a  barrel  of  gunpowder 
'"for  the  use  of  the  town,  for  their  defense  in  case  of  danger."  In 
October,  ](.i(;!»,  a  similar  vote  was  passed.  In  August,  101)4,  it  was 
voted  that  a  barrel  of  tlie  town's  gunpowder  be  ojiened  and  sold  for 
private  xisc ;  the  money  received  therefor  (three  shillings  ])er  ])ound) 
to  be  reserved,  to  keep  the  stock  rej)lenished. 

In  the  Revision  of  the  laws  of  1GT3,  it  was  provided  that  all  male 
persons  between  IC  and  00  years  of  age  (excepting  magistrates,  church 
officers,  doctors,  schoolmasters,  millers,  herdsmen  and  mariners)  should 
bear  arms.  The  arms  were:  a  musket,  carbine  or  other  gun,  "not  less 
tlian  T>ast.,.d  iiiu>quet  or  Coliver  iJoare."" 

It  was  also  i)rovided  that  all  the  soldiery  in  any  county  constituted 
a  regiment.  The  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  was  a  '"Sergeant 
Major."  Prior  to  this  time-  the  highest  military  title  in  the  colony  was 
that  of  major.  In  this  same  revision,  it  was  provided  that  a  company 
of  Foot  uiight  be  of  C,[  men;  in  which  case  the  officers  were  to  be:  a 
captain,  a  lieutenant,  an  ensign  and  four  sergeants,  "\\liere  the  organ- 
ization contained  but  02  men,  the  offic(>rs  were:  a  lieutenant,  an  ensign 
and  two  sergeants.  Where  there  Avere  but  21  men,  the  officers  were 
two  sergeants.  All  these  organizations  were  ''train  bands;"  but,  unless 
they  liad  04  men,  they  were  not  companies.  "What  we  call  infantry 
was  known  as  tlu>  "'Foot;"  what  we  call  cavalry,  were  known  as  the 
'"Troop."  The  otHcers  of  a  company  of  ""troop"  (of  which  one  was 
allowed  to  each  regimenl)  wcm-c  :  a  captain,  a  cornet,  a  lieulemint,  an 
ensigni  and  corporals;  jirobably  four  of  the  latter.  All  commissions 
issued  from  the  General  Court. 

In  the  Iievision  of  171."),  it  was  provided,  among  other  things,  that 
each  "listed  so\ddier,  and  ulJicr  huusrli older,"  except  "troopers,"  should 
keep  "a  well  fixed  firelock  musket,"  having  a  barrel  of  not  less  than 
31  feet  length;  a  "'cidlar  with  12  bandileers,"  or  "a  cartouch  box;"  a 
pound    of    powder;    4    pounds    of    bullets;     12    flints;    a    sword    or 
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"cutlash ;"  and  a  worm,  and  j^i'iiiiiiig  win.  Dclinquont  soldiers  might 
be  j)uiiisl)ed  by  ''laying-  neck  and  heels,"  or  "riding  the  wooden  horse." 
A  great  move  was  made,  in  the  direction  of  military  organization, 
in  IT-"]'.';  when  tlie  (iencral  Asscnd)ly  fnrmcd  the  wliole  colony  int(; 
thirteen  (lopartnicuts.  within  each  of  which  one  regiment  was  to  be 
maintained.  These  (h-partnients  were  qnite  nne(]nal  in  extent;  the 
first,  for  instance,  inclnded  Hartford  (both  sides  the  river),  Windsor 
(both  sides  the  river),  Simsbnrv,  IJolton,  Tolland,  Jlarwinton,  Tor- 
rington,  Xew  ITartfurd,  I5arkham]i>tend.  llarfland,  Colcbrook,  Win- 
chester, and  the  First  Society  in  Faniiingfini.  Whi1(>  the  sixth  con- 
tained only  Wetherstield.  ^I  iddlctown  (on  Ixjth  sides  the  river),  Glas- 
tonbury and  the  Parish  of  Ivensington.  And  the  nnmber  of  companies 
to  the  regiment  was  not  the  same;  some,  in  a  few  years,  having  IS  or  l'O. 
There  were  four  in  Wetherstield,  exchl^ive  of  that  part  in  Kensington 
Parish.  The  regimental  othcers  were:  a  colonel,  a  lieutenant  colonel  and 
a  major.  A  full  com])any,  whether  of  "foot  soldiers"  or  '"troopers," 
was  04  men,  with  the  otlicers  in  addition;  but  "train  bands"  of  32 
men  each,  were  antlKU-ized.  .\.  conqiany  of  troop  Avas  allowed  to  each 
regiment.     Coini)any  ollicers  were  the  same  as  belore. 

.Tajiks  1>oo.sky,  belore  referred  to  as  "Armorer"  in  1  O.'V.t,  was,  in  intr>, 
clerk  of  the  AVcthersfield  "train  band,"  the  earliest  mention  of  that 
body  in  the  town.  ]le  was  succeeded  the  next  year,  as  clerk  l)y  William; 
Smith;  and  he,  in  ir;-lf>,  l)y  Corporal  Thomas  Ilrin.T.uirr,  who  had 
sewed  with  creilit  at  Saybrook  Fort.  Pun  \i;ii  Ti;i:at,  in  in,"?,  was 
ensign  of  the  train  band,  an  office  a])])arcntlv  equivalent  to  that  of 
lieutenant  of  our  day.  And,  in  1057,  ■loiix  ]IoLLisTi:]t  was  a  lieuten- 
ant— the  first  mention  of  that  title  in  Wethersfield  after  Pobcrt  Seeley. 
The  General  Court,  in  1G.">7,  appointed  four  Johns  as  sergeants  for  the 
Wethersfield  company,  viz. :  Jonx  Petts,  Johx  Dickinson,  John 
Kii.i!OVi;x  and  Joiix  Xoti'.  In  1G5S,  Samukl  (son  of  Gov.  Thomas) 
Wki.lks  an  ensign;  a  lieutenant  in  PjO."),  and  a  capitain  in  1G70 — 
the  first,  so  far  as  it  apjiears,  of  the  train  band.  His  lieutenant  was 
JoHX  Chkstkk,  and  WiLLiA:sr  Goodiuch  his  ensigii,  the  latter  elected 
in  1()(5().  JlroH  Wkt.i.s  was  a  sergeant  from  1070;  and  probably 
John  Stkdman,  who  came  to  "Wethersfield  from  Hartford  in  1G70, 
was  a  sergeant  as  early  as  lOGO. 

WetlicrsficJd's  SJmre  in  the  Edrlicr  hidinn  M'ars.  from  16-37  to 
1G7G. — The  Pequot  cam])aigns  were  followed  by  many  years  of 
peace;  but,  in  lUo'-j,  Wethersfield  furnished  8  of  the  05  men  raised  "to 
make  war  against  the  Dutch" — which  war  caiiie  to  nothing;  and, in  1054, 
she  sent  six  with  the  expedition  against  Xinigret,  the  Niantic  Chief. 
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In  !March,  1G58,  a  funipaiiy  of  cavalrv  ("troopers,"  or  "drniroon?;" 
as  thoy  wore  styled)  was  raised  from  the  Three  Kiver  Towns,  muler  tlio 
command  of  Cajit.  John  Ma.-on— of  which  th(>  fnllriwinij:  memhors  were 
residents  of  Wetlierstiekl. 

Mr.  John  Chester.  John  Pahiur.  .I<ihn    nchk'n. 

Anthony  Wrij;ht.  John  Liitini'T.  C'aji't  Kieh'd  Treat. 

In  Ani;ust,  lOT-"),  a  haltalinn  of  th'anuDiis.  nunihcrinu-  I'ij,  was  raised 
in  Hartford  County,  nnck'r  ennunand  of  Cai't.  Ikiijaniiu  Xewbnry  of 
Windsor — of  whie-li  \\\thiM">ticld's  ]ir(i]iiirti<in  wa-;  •'><)  men. 

A  little  later,  the  Indians  ihron^^hont  ('(Muifi'ticnt.  .Ma-~arlinsr'tt-;  and 
Rhode  Island  Ixeame  sd  active  and  threateninir  un<ler  the  macliinations 
of  the  eliief  ^Metaeomet,  or  'Tvinu  T*hilip"  as  he  was  called,  that  all 
Xew  England  was  atlame  with  apjirehension.  The  Indians  had  hy  this 
time  learned  the  nse  of  tire  ami.--  and  other  weapons  of  the  white.-, 
some  had  lu'come  tolcrahly  skilln!  in  Imsliandry,  hlack-mitliinir.  car- 
pentry, etc..  and  consequently  had  Iiecomc  a  more  daimerons  foe  than 
before.  Kvery  ]dantation,  therefore,  felt  the  necessity  of  making  im- 
mediate i/ie|iaratiuns  for  its  own  defi-n-e,  against  pw.^.~;lllt.■  attack.  In 
Wethcrsfield,  l(;7-l-.">,  tlie  town  formally  voted  ihat  a  sntHcient  palisade 
should  he  huilt  "around  the  town,",  and  Mr.  Sajuei.  T.vi.cott  (son  of 
the  ''Worshipful"  John)  ;  Lieut.  Joiix  Ciikstkr  (ehh'St  son  eif  Leon- 
ard, "ArmigcM"")  ;  Ensign  Wii.i.iam  Godhkk  ii  (  the  settler)  ;  ^fr.  Jamks 
Ti:p:at  (son  of  Mr.  Eichard.  the  settler,  and  hrorher  of  Major  liol)ert )  ; 
Ele.\zki{  EnniKKi.v  (the  colonial  secretary)  "with  the  sergeant  of 
the  train  hand,  were  directe<l  to  see  the  work  di'iie.  They  were  also  di- 
rected to  cause  the  goods  and  grain  of  iidud)itants  dwelling  outside  of  the 
Palizado,  to  he  hrought  within  it  :  an<l  they  were  authorized  to  impress 
men  and  teams  into  the  service  for  the  doing  of  it.  The  records  are 
silent   as  regards  the  at'tTial  prosecution  and  completion  of  the  work. 

In  1G75,  the  town  voted  a  general  authority  to  inhahitants  to  "joyne 
in  companies"  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  such  houses  as  they  should 
determine  upon  "provideil,  that  at  least,  six  men  joyue  together 
for  the  defense  of  one  fortified  hou-e."  Tender  this  vote — which  was 
in  accordance  with  the  Colonial  enactments.  Tradition  says  that  houses 
were  fortified  (/.  c,  the  walls,  doors  and  windows  strengthened  and 
secured)  in  dift'erent  }»arts  of  the  village.  Of  these  defensive  measures, 
we  speak  more  at  length  under  the  head  of  Fortifications. 

On  the  cnsf  side  of  the  river,  matters  were  more  serious.  .\s  early 
as  Jiilv   1st,   1G7."),   the   Standinir  Council   of  the  cohrmv,   at    its   first 
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iiiootiup;,  tliiiu:;lit  it  iicccssarv  to  r;(is<'  a  Ixxly  of  dragoons  to  oporate  in 
the  dirt'ctioii  of  New  London  and  Stoniniilon.  For  this  pxirpo.sc,  Wcth- 
ersfiold  was  to  t-onlrihute  8  di-a'z;ooiis  aiul  2  troopers;  C'orp'l  Saji.  ^Iar- 
TiN  of  WctlHTsticld  to  h(_'  ont-  of  thorn.  'J'lic  whole  l)ody  was  to  consist 
of  .')0  (h-aj,^oons  and  10  troo])('iv.  On  the  (illi  of  Aiiuiist,  "20  dragoons, 
to  form  a  part  of  an  achlitional  dotat-lnncnt  of  100 — w(M-e  ordered  to 
be  raised  from  AVetlierstiehh  On  tlie  1st  of  8opt.,  1075,  ^laj.  Kohert 
Treat  was  directed  to  detail  •".()  drajioons  to  scour  the  country  from 
Iloccanum  to  Scantic;  and  the  same  numher  from  Hartford  down  to 
Wethersfield  ;  the  occasion  heini:  that  John  C'oh  liad  licen  sliot  by  an 
Indian  (in  Hartford  ^leadow^)  and  a  hody  of  Indians  discovered 
skulkin^i;  in  tlie  night  near  the  Hartford  Xorth  Meadow.  ^leu  were 
also  detailed  to  "clear  the  r<iad"  hetweeu  Wethersheld  and  ^liddletown. 
Others  were  sent  to  Hadley,  where  was  quite  a  settlement  of  Wethers- 
fiehl  men.  Sept.  L^'^tll,  Hartford  and  Wethersiield  were  each  required 
to  furnisli  —  hushels  rif  wheat  for  the  commissary  dei)artnient,  and 
Windsor  50  and  Farminiiton  :;0  hushels.  Oct.  5th,  iidiahitatits  on 
the  F.  side  of  the  river,  in  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wetlierstii-ld  were 
ordered  to  gather  and  secure  their  Hidian  corn,  "the  enemy  being  so 
near  as  Si-iiiigfichl.'"  ^Tr.  .Tonx  Hu]. i,is-n:R  (;'>r.  cf  Lieut.  John,  de- 
ceased) was  then  living  at  >\ayaug  (now  South  (.ila.-tonl)urv)  on  the 
farm  formerly  of  his  father.  On  the  11th  October,  the  Council  author- 
ized him  to  "hire  two  or  three  men  to  forlifi/  Ills  house,  and  secure 
his  Corn,  on  the  E.  side  of  Great  Tliver."  The  Wonguui  Indians,  then 
livinii'  in  that  vicinitv,  were  frieiullv  to  Mv.  Hollister;  and  he  and  thev 
raised  their  corn  with  each  other's  assistance;  and,  it  is  said,  that  these 
Indians  were  relie<l  upon  by  ^Ir.  Hollistfu-  to  assist  him  in  case  of  a 
hostile  invasion  by  other  savages.  Nov.  1st,  1075,  the  Wong- 
gum  (renuumts  of  the  Wethersiield  tribe),  and  those  of  Xayaug, 
were  authorized  to  build  a  fort,  and  occupy  it  jointly,  under 
Owaneco;  either  at  Woiigginu  or  at  Xayaug,  as  they  should  see  fit. 
Kov.  25th,  no  men  were  ordered  to  be  raised  for  war  purposes,  under 
command  of  ^[aj.  Treat ;  of  these,  Hartford  was  to  raise  30,  Windsor  28, 
Wethersfield  23,  Farmington  15,  ^Hddletown  14,  and  a  horse  was  to  be 
provided  for  every  third  man.  East  side  iidiabitants,  by  an  order  of 
Dec.  2Sth,  were  to  withdraw  into  their  garrisons. 

Meanwhile,  the  great  '"Fort  Fight,"  of  Dec.  19,  1075,  with  the  Xar- 
rangansetts  at  South  Kingston,  If.  I.,  had  occurred.  The  English 
forces  were  about  1,000  strong,  under  connuand  of  ^laj.  Josiah  Winslow 
of  the  ^lassachusetts  contingent.  ]\rajor  Ilobert  Treat  (afterwards  Gov- 
ernor), of  Milford,  son  of  Ilichard  Treat  of  Wethersfield,  commanded 
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the  Connect irut  tmops,  niul  was  second  in  ennnnaiHl  of  tlie  fm-cos  of 
tlio  nnitc(l  enldiiics.  To  this  force,  Wetlier.-iield  contrilmted  l';;  men 
and,  in  tlie  [jcrsun  of  JJev.  (Jkushom  Uli.ki.kv.  the  cliajdain  and  sur- 
geon of  the  Ciinneciicut  di\isi(in.  In  this  nienioral>lc  battle,  ^0  of  tlio 
English  were  killed  ami  IwO  wounded — the  Connecticut  forces  alone 
losing-  five  captains.  While  we  know  imt  nil  the  Wethorsiicld  men  who 
were  in  this  hattle,  we  known  nf  Mime  wh<.  were.  J.ieut.  Joii.N  Stdad- 
MAN,  in  conunand  of  the  Hartford  County  dragoons,  was  killed.  JIo 
lived  in  what  is  now  Jonhiu  Lane.  Cor])ora]  S.\ml-j:i.  ]\r.vi;Ti.\.  of  the 
dragoons,  earned  hy  that  day's  woi'k,  a  lieuteiiantcy  and  a  hounty  (d'  I'OO 
acres  of  land.  Capt.  Sa.miki.  A\'j;i.i.i:s,  ca|ilain  of  the  Wethersfield 
train  hand,  was  there — as  is  evident  from  the  written  instructions  to 
him,  from  llu'  Council  id'  War.  at  Jlartford.  Jt  is  probahle,  also,  thai 
his  lieuttmant  Joii.x  Cii  i;sti:i;,  was  there;  hut  it  is  not  prcjhahle  that 
Ens.  William  Chiodrich,  a  hero  of  the  J'e(|uot  \\ av  of  ltj;57,  was  in  the 
fight,  as  he  was  an  old  man  and  died  the  ftdiowing  year;  luit  his  son 
W^iM.iA^r  GooDiacii,  may  have  been.  Among  the  sergeants  of  the  train 
bands,  it  is  nearly  certain  that  IIi(,ii  AVki.i.s  and  doii.v  Wvatt  were 
in  the  engagement;  the  latter  was  proiuoted  to  ensign.  'J'iiu.mas  JIol- 
MSTKK,  a  noted  Imliau  fighter  aiul  son  of  Lieu'  I-lin,  in  all  [iroliabilily, 
WP'!  pres":-.*:  r.::d  ::.rucd  the  lieiiteuaney  to  wiiicli  he  was  pi-omoted. 
Ifo  resided  on  the  west  side  (d'  IJroad  Street,  hut  removed  shortly  after 
to  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Corporal  Joux  Ki)Wai;i)s,  son  of  John 
the  settler,  died  Dec.  10,  1G75,  from  a  woiuid  received  in  this  action.' 
liev.  Gkksiio.m  HrLKKi-KY,  surgeon  ami  chaplain,  was  exhausted  with 
the  care  of  the  wounded.  ].ieut.  Sannud  Talcott  (brother  of  !Maj.  .Ldui), 
we  may  be  sure  would  have  been  there,  had  he  not  been  occupied  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  War.  Private  Jonatiiax  (.son  of  William) 
Coi.EFAX  Avas  wounded.  AVe  regret  that  we  have  not  suflicient  data  to 
prove  the  share  in  this  hotly  contested  fight,  by  other  Wethersfield 
men. 

Tliere  were  other  camiiaigns  in  which  Wethersfield  men  took  part — 
for  the  victory  gained  at  the  Xarragansett  Fort  did  not,  at  once,  bring 
peace — since  Philip  was  still  at  large  and  unsubdued.  Jan.  5,  IGTo-C), 
Wethersfield  .sent  10  men  out  of  the  5(]  levied  upon  the  county,  to  Gen. 
Winslow's  connnaiul  in  Jl.  1.,  f(u-  service  against  the  remnant  of  Philip's 
warriors.  'Mv.  Joseph  L'itch  had  been  aj^pointcd  to  the  command 
of  60  dragoons  formerly  commanded  liy  Lieut.  John  Steadnian,  of 
Wethersfield,  killed  in  the  Fort  Fight,  and  19  Dec,  1G75,  Mr.  Sa.muki. 


'  M'cthcrsfulJ  Land  Rcc,  III.,  p.  191. 
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!Mai;ti.\,  Sr.,  \v;i.s  iiiip.iiiitcd  T>iciil.  in  i\\\>\.  \Vatt'.s  r<>inp;iiiy.  In 
Fcbruarv.  ItJT.j-C,  >ii  iiirn  fruin  J  lartfurd  Cdmiiy,  li)  ..f  wlium  \wiv 
from  Wtthersticlfi,  wore  sfiit  to  the  >\arnigan.sf'tt  County,  where-  Maj. 
John  Talc'Mt  was  ojH-raiincr.  and  it  was  on  the  Istli  of  this  month  that 
Wjli.i.vm  IIili.s.  uf  lIartlor(K  was  sliot  and  sorii.)Usly  wounded  hy 
Indians  in  lluceannum  Mt-aduws.  On  the  i-Mst,  a  "wtdl  furtitied  gar- 
rison" was  ordered  tn  he  e,-tahlished  at  Xaidmc  (imw  GLi.-tunhuryj,  and 
on  the  24i]i,  the  ("Mtinoil  advi-ed  tlir  \Vi)nuni:i  Indians  to  aeccpt  of 
!Mr.  Jolui  IJolh'.-ti'r's  tender,  and  to  ■'emue  and  luiilt  a  fort  at  XayaLrc" 
])r.  Chajun  says  tliat  this  fi_irt  stood  on  lUr  liank  of  the  river  at  Rod 
]lill,  nearly  we^t  of  the  place  occupied  (l>r);;j  hy  C'ul.  J-^lijah  .Milh-r: 
but  he  is  in  err'U-  in  sup]X)sin;;-  the  "Air.'"  John  Ilolli>ter  to 
be  tlie  Lieut.  Ji'hn  Ilollister,  Lieut.  'I'iiomas  IJoi.i.istki;.  Krothn- 
of  John,  was  iinh-ed  active  in  the  eampaii:n  (d'  ItiTCi-",  hut. 
be  lived  on  the  ircst  ?ide  of  the  river,  certainly  down  to  .-c-veral  ycirs 
after  this  date.  iJe^ido,-,  John  is  the  one  exprcs>Iy  lucniiMUfil  'm  all 
the  orders  relative  to  the  Fort  and  fnrtitieil  h>inM-s  at  Xayauu'.  Indian-. 
at  this  time  were  "Vkulkini:""  in  the  highway  hi-tweeu  ] lartfurd  and 
Wcthersi:eld  and  had  waylaid  and  killed  dohn  Kirhy,  Jr..  in  the  road 
betwoc!^  ^'^'T'therslield  and  Aliddletown. 

In  Alarch,  1070,  several  houses  in  Wether>tield  were  fortified: 
Tun.xis  (yarniingtou)  Indians  were  susjiected  of  being  hostile  and 
Wetherslield  people  thought  themselves  in  great  danger  from  the  attack 
of  the  Ilcd  iTicn. 

It  Would  require  more  sjiace  than  is  available,  to  mirrate  further 
Wetherslu'ld's  part  in  these  stirring  and  troublous  years  of  the  Philiji 
War.  We  will  oidy  add  that  it  is  probable  that  Lietit.  (afterwards 
C'apt.)  John  Cni;sTKK.  Lieut.  Jamks  Ti;kat,  Lieut.  Thomas  IIol- 
i.iSTKK,  Lieut.  Joux  Sti^dmax,'  Lieut.  Sa.m'i,  !NL\i;tix,  Sr.,  Lieut. 
Sam'l  Tai.cott,  Serg.  Joux  Kii.not  i;x,  Ens.  Jonx  Wvatj,  Ens.  Ilroii 
Wklls,  and  others  that  might  be  mentioned — served  witli  great  credit 
to  the  Tovni.  Talcott  and  Chester  were  -iwow  es])ei;ially  vahiable  in  the 
Council  and  the  General  Court.  Josepji  AxnnKws,  son  of  John,  ami 
born  ir..">7,  was  engaged  in  this  war,  and  after  it,  removed  to  >>'ewington 


•This  was  probalily  Litut.  .John,  son  of  I-ieut.  .John  .'■^te.adjnan.  wlio  was  killed 
in  the  "Great  Fort  Fight""  of  Dec.  1G75.  Valentine's  Manual  of  the  Contmon  Council 
of  .Vric  York  City,  for  ISOl,  contains  a  fac  similie  of  a  letter  a(iilic-~(>il  to  this 
(younger)  Lieut.  John  (then  Ensign)  "in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut."  by  the 
celebrated  Jacob  Leisler.  dated  at  Fort  William,  ( Xcw  York  City)  21  July,  IG'.iO.  in 
reference  to  a  coniniis~i')n  proniiseil  to  Steailnian  (probably  in  the  New  York  forces) 
but  which  from  political  r<-.i-ons  Lei^h■r  had  bi'en  di-aii]MiiiUed   in  eotilirniinL;  to  liim. 
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parisli,  Wcllicr>li(I(l,  ulicii'  he  died,  ITOO.'  The  Wctlieryfu'ld  oon- 
tiiigfiit  (lid  iml  arrive  in  tiiiu-  to  tidu'  part  in  tlic  "Falls  [Turner's] 
Fij,dit,"  nil  tlic  r.Mli  of  tliat  inoiilli,  but  rciiiaiiictl  as;  long  as  their  assi>t- 
auee  was  needed,  in  the  snh^ecjuent  minor  engagements.  On  the  "iOth, 
out  of  80  men  sent  to  Cajit.  Xewherry's  connnand,  at  Xortliampton, 
'20  were  from  Wethersheld.  About  the  first  of  June,  Major  Taleott's 
forces  niarehei]  from  Xorwieli,  ria  \\'abaiignasset  |  AVoodstoek  (],  to 
Quabaug  and  Hadley,  where  they  joined  the  English  there.  On  the 
22nd  I  he  Coxmeil  of  War  ordered  the  release  of  Turramuggus,  sueeessor 
to  Sowheag,  who.  it  ajipears,  had  been  unjustly  held,  as  un- 
friendly. In  the  meantime  there  was  eonsideral)]e  activity  at  the  seat 
of  war  in  .Mas.saeliusetts. 

In  June,  KiTl'i,  the  "Hartford  County  Comi)aiiy,"  which  seems  to 
liave  l)een  an  independent  battalion,  was  "divided,"  l)y  order  of  the 
C'oinicil.  "J'lie  Nouth  section  of  it  was  jjut  under  command  of  ('apt. 
John  Stanley,  of  Jlartford;  Thomas  IFollistku,  of  Wethersfield,  was 
made  the  Lieiitemmt,  and  Joiix  Wyatt,  of  the  same  place,  Ensign. 
The  latter  was  a  son  of  dolin,  of  Farmington.  In  August,  Lieutenant 
lloUister,  with  ten  men,  was  sent  to  Pacomtock  (Deeriield),  to  search 
for  arms,  said  by  the  prisoner,  .Menowniett,  to  l,,i,e  Iteen  concealed 
there. 

Philip  was  killed  on  the  12th  of  August;  and  his  demise  was  the 
beginning  of  a  long  period  of  comparative  quiet.  ]Jut  there  was  still 
occasion  for  watchfulness  and  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  settlers.  On  the 
24th  of  November,  Lieutenant  ]Iollister  was  authorized  to  let  ten  of 
the  Indians  he  had  lirought  in  from  "the  Swamp,"  return  to  ^foheag, 
near  the  present  !^^ontville;  the  rest  were  sold,  as  slaves,  by  order  of 
Major  Talcott. 

Perhaps  the  last  jiartial  re  kindling  of  the  fires  of  the  Philip  War, 
whereof  Coiuiecticut  aided  the  extinguishment — was  in  Hatfield  and 
Deerfield,  ^Mass.  In  consequence  of  the  massacre  of  September  ir»th, 
1677,  at  Ilallield,  help  was  urgently  called  for  from  that  direction. 
Accordingly,  fifty  num  were  at  once  raised  in  Hartford  County,  and 
sent  thither.  Of  this  levy,  Wethersficld's  quota  was  fourteen  men;  and 
Ensign  Jonx  Wyatt  accompanied  them. 

It  is  proper,  in  connection  with  our  account  of  Wcthersfield's  share 
in  the  memorable  Philip's  War,  to  record  the  part  taken  therein  by  sons 
of  Wcthersfield  who  had,  in  IHoU,  and  subsequently,  removed  to  Ilad- 


'  Julius    Gay's    I'urmiiifiton  Soldiers  in   the  Colonial  liars,  a   Historical  Address, 
Sept.  1897,  p.  10. 
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ley,  Hatfield,  aiul  vicinity.  lladlcy  was  llic  i)rincii.al  lica.hniartors 
of  the  tmops  from  roinu'ct  iciit,  tiiulcr  the  OMiiunaiid  i.f  .Major  Treat, 
Major  Talcott,  Captain  Xe\vl)erry  and  others;  and  it  was  the  only  set- 
tlement, of  the  Iviver  towns  of  Massachusetts,  whieh  was  not  destroyed, 
or  nearly  destroyed,  by  tlie  savages;  nmsi  of  whom  were  of  the  Xipniuck 
tribe.  l>ruokfield,  Xorthtield  and  Dcirtield,  all  small  settlements,  lost 
(as  estimated  hy  Sylvester  ,hid.l,  the  hi>toriau  of  Iladley),  45  dwelling 
houses;  Springlield,  3:3;  Xortham])ton.  K';  and  llatlield,  IG.  In  the 
defense  of  these  settlements,  and  in  the  many  contests  with  the  Imlians, 
in  lOTG  and  IGT",  some  -JJ.')  of  the  English  were  slain;  ami  no  incon- 
siderahie  j.roportion  of  these  were  from  Connecticut,  <ir  sons  of  Con- 
necticut. 

The  minister  at  Iladley.  the  Itev.  Joii.v  IvrssKi.i.,  had  been  the 
Wetherstield  minister;  and  when  the  Hev.  Gcrsliom  Bulkeley,  as  Sur- 
geon of  the  Conneeti<'ut  forces,  reached  Hadley,  he  met,  in  the  person 
of  .Mr.  liussell,  one  who  had  l)een  his  ])redecessor  in  the  Wethersfield 
pulpit.  'Mr.  ]iussell  had  coiulucted  mi>st  of  the  military  correspond- 
ence of  the  Colonial  (American)  otlicers.  According  to  some  historians, 
he  had  also  had  in  chaige  the  preservation  and  keeping  of  the  Regi- 
cides, Golle  and  W  haUev.  who  were  then  iu  concealuient  in  Iladley. 
Others,  Mr.  Judd  among  the  number,  say  that  these  fugitives  were 
kept  at  the  hotises  of  Peter  Tilton  and  Lieutenant  Samuel  Smith.  The 
latter  gentleman,  now  aged,  had  been  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Wethersfield,  and  many  years  a  most  intluential  civil  ollicer  there.  His 
son,  Tvieutenant  Pun. if  S.Mrrii,  was  now  living  in  ]Ia<llev;  and  he  ren- 
dered great  service  in  the  struggles  with  the  Indians.  Kicuaki)  Mos- 
TAGUK,  from  Wethersfield— at  Iladley,  established  a  bolting-mill;  and 
he  baked  the  biscuit  for  the  soldiers  of  the  campaign.  Xatjianiel 
DiCKi.Nsox,  the  old  town  clerk  of  Wethersfield,  was,  with  most  of  his 
sons,  now  living  in  Iladley  ;  where  he  died,  in  Jtiue,  "IHTG.  Of  his  sons, 
born  and  brought  up  in  Wcttu>rsfield,  Ojiadiaii  had  his  house  burned  by 
the  savages,  and  he,  and  a  chilil  of  his,  were  carried  captives  to  Canada. 
Returning  thence,  the  next  year,  he  soon  after  removed  to  his  old  home 
in  AVethersfield.  Joseimi  was  killed  in  the  fight  at  Squakheag  (Xorth- 
ficld),  Septemeber  5tli,  IGT:).  He  was  then  living  at  Xorthfield. 
Kk.hemiaii  was  in  the  "Falls"  (Turner's)  fight.  May  10th,  1G7G. 
John  was  one  of  the  Sergeants  at  the  Falls  fight.  Azariaii,  the  young- 
est son,  was  killed  in  a  fight  in  a  swamp,  near  Iladley,  August  25tli, 
IGTT).  The  people  of  Wethersfield  should  remember,  with  ])ride,  the 
part  taken  in  the  war  of  1075-7  by  this  family;  many  of  whose  de- 
scendants are  in  that  townshi]),  and  Rocky  Hill,   at   this  day.      Some, 


2  lO 

^  Hl^OKY     OK    ANCIENT     \VKT1IEH.SK1ELU. 

ill   tins   and   other   states   of   the    Uniun,    liave   been   distinguished    far 
beyond  merely  loeal  hounds. 

Sertrennt  Isaac  Gj;avi;s,  and  his  brother  Joii.n%  both  of  whom  Avere 
killed  in  the  fi-ht  at  Hatlield,  September  ILUh,  1077,  tliough  then  living 
at  Hatfield,  had  been  residents  of  "Wctliersfield.  Isaac  was  a  carjienter. 
John  was  a  citizen  of  some  importanee.  livin<r  on  the  east  side  of 
]5road  Street.  Tliey  were  sons  of  Thr.inas,  of  Hartford.  Jonathax 
Wkli.es,  and  his  brother,  Tjiomas,  Jr..  of  Dcrrticld  and  JIadlcv,  re- 
6])eetively— went  to  ILnlley,  from  Wctliersfield,  with  their  father, 
TJionias  Welh's,  I'nd.  J'nth  were  in  the  Falls  fight,  and  Thomas  was 
wounded.  Jonathan  survived  the  fight  more  than  GO  years.  Sevcuiteen 
years  later,  in  IGli-O.  two  tlaughters  of  Thomas  were  killed  hy  tlu'  In- 
dians; his  wife,  and  a  third  dau-hter,  were  sealped  and  left  fur  dead. 
XoAii  Coi.KMAX,  also  in  the  Falls  fight,  was  one  of  tho.^e  who  had  emi- 
grated from  Wcnhersfield  ro  Iladley.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Coleman.  John  S.mitii,  uf  Iladley,  born  and  reared  in  'Wether-field, 
was  a  son  of  Lieutenant  Samuel.  He  was  in  the  Falls  fight,  and  sur- 
vived it  only  to  be  slain  eleven  days  later,  in  Hatfield  meadow.  Pktkij 
^loxTAGLK,  who,  with  liis  father,  Richard,  had  removed  from  Weth- 
crsfif.ld  to  Il.idlcy,  was  in  the  Falls  fij^ht.  S.i.ulki.  Fj-T-dkn,  son  of 
RicJiarU,  of  Wethersheid,  wa,-  living  in  Ilattield,  August  lUlh,  lii77; 
and  in  the  attack  of  that  date  his  wife  was  killed.  Joux  Colk.max, 
brother  of  Xoah,  above  mentioned,  lost  his  wife  and  a  babe,  at  the  same 
time.  And  so,  the  disasters  at  these  River  settlements  of  Massa- 
chusetts, were  largely  a  source  of  bereavement  to  the  older  one  at 
Wethcrsfield. 

Forlifico lions — The  Fort—Palizadc — Furllfled  Houses:.— IW  W'vih- 
ersfield  llccords,  in  1040,  call  the  street  on  which  the  State  Prison  now 
stands,  Fort  Street,  a  name  which  it  retained  for  many  years  thereafter. 
"Whether  this  was  a  fort,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  term;  or 
merely  a  sjiacc  containing  the  hou-es  of  some  families,  and  encircled  by 
palisades  {i.  c,  high  wooden  j.alings,  with  a  deep  ditch,  or  fosse,  on  the 
outer  side)  such  as  the  Windsor  settlers  had  aliont  the  time  of  the  Pequot 
War  (see  Stiles'  Ilistori/  of  Ancient  ]y indoor.  Conn..  I,  lo;i)  it  is  now 
impossible  to  determine.  Put  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  in  those 
troublous  times,  Wethersficld  was  as  much  in  need  of  such  a  fortifii-a- 
tion  as  Windsor  was — more  especially  as  the  former  town  had  already 
experienced  the  terrors  of  an  Indian  attack.  But,  as  to  the  dalr,  or 
material  of  its  construction,  or  its  .vize  and  exact  location,  we  liav(^  no 
information.  :Mr.  Frederick  P.utler,  father  of  the  late  Chief  Judge  Put- 
ler,  used  to  say  that  the  Fort  stood  on  land  then  (about  jO  years  ago), 
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forming  part  of  liis  giirdcii,  now  in  the  i^ussession  of  his  hoirs.  TIk- 
first  white  occupant  of  this  lot  was  Tlionias  Standish.  ^\v.  Ihitlcr 
used  to  say  that  sonic  of  the  fouiuhition  stones  of  the  work  still  re- 
mained. I>nt  this  is  doubtful;  since  the  earliest  usance  was  to  con- 
struct mere  earthworks,  or  else  to  set  a  fencing-  or  "[)alinf;"  of  luiavy 
tinihers. 

What  is  certain  is  that  the  Fort,  or  I'aHzudo,  whichever  it  niav  ha\-(_' 
been,  iras  in  IJiis  viciinhj:  and  it  would  seem  prolial)lc,  that  tlie  work 
was  to  the  north  of  this  street,  where  it  would  be  much  nearer  to  the 
river  (as  it  then  ran"),  than  on  the  Staudish  lot ;  at  which  point  the  river, 
at  that  time,  was  at  h-ast  a  mile  fui'ther  east  than  it  now  is.  JJesides, 
were  he  Fort  at  the  latter  place  there  would  have  been  less  propriety 
in  naming  the  street  Fort  Street. 

As  we  have  previously  narrated,  in  ^lareh,  10T5,  when  the  King- 
Philip  War  was  innninent,  the  town,  antici[)ating  a  possible  invasion — 
voted  that  "the  townc  he  forthwirh  fortitied  round  with  a  sufheient  ])alli- 
sadoe,  and  proportioned  according  to  men's  estates  that  shouhl  he  com- 
prised within  the  fortification.  And  in  casr  any  of  tho<e  that  shall  not  be 
so  com])rised,  living  in  the  ^^kirts  of  the  townships,  will  join  in  the  forti- 
fication, brinj'iii'v  in  th'-ir  voo'ls  aixl  covn,  if  their  '<'>'i-4<'<  «;li-ill  l)o  burnt 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  towne  preferred,  the  towne  granted  to  repair  their 
losses  therein.  Aiul  .Mr.  [Sannu'l]  Talcott,  Lieut,  [.rohn]  Chester,  Kn- 
sign  [William)  Goodrich,  with  the  sergeants  of  the  train-band,  and  ^Ir. 
James  Treat  and  Elea/.er  Ivimberly — were  chosen  a  committee,  and  em- 
powered by  the  towne,  they,  or  the  major  ]iart  of  them,  to  determine  in 
what  place  and  manner  the  said  fort  ideation  shall  be  sett  up,''  etc.  This 
was  before  any  order  or  recommendation  had  issued  from  the  General 
Court  on  the  subject. 

]ii  the  following-  October  the  General  Court  ordered  that  each  plan- 
tation, "make  such  suitable  places  of  defence  as  they  are  capable  of. 
and  appoynt  such  ]ilaces  for  their  women  and  children,  anJ  others  that 
arc  not  able  to  lielj)  themselves,  to  repayrc  imto  in  case  of  assault." 
Accordingly,  Wetherstield,  on  the  0th  of  March,  107(5,  in  town  meet- 
ing, decided:  ''Forthwith  to  fortitie  some  houses,  for  the  necessary 
defence  of  women  ami  children,"  and  that  "the  severall  inhabitants 
should  haue  fri'e  liberty  to  choose  out  their  hou.ses  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  joyne  in  companies  for  the  fortirteing  and  defence  of  such  houses, 
as  they  shall  judge  most  eonvenient  for  their  safety;  alKvays  provided. 
that  at  the  least  six  men  joyne  together  for  the  defence  of  one  fortitied 
house."  What  houses,  if  any,  were  transformed  to  temporary  fortresses 
under  this  vote,  does  not  a])pear. 
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Oil  October  lltli,  1075,  the  Governor  and  Council  of  War,  at  Hart- 
ford, gave  .Mr.  John  IIoi.li.stku  (son  of  Lieut.  Jolni,  the  Settler),  who 
was  then  living  at  Nayaui^,  now  South  Glastonbury — permission  ''to 
hire  two  or  three  men,  to  fortify  his  house,  and  secure  his  corn,  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  Groat  Kiver." 

On  the  9th  of  November,  l(!Tr»,  the  said  Council  authorized  Owaneco, 
and  the  Won^um  and  Xayaui:.-  Indians  (the  former  being  mostly  in 
what  is  now  Chatham) — ''to  make  a  f(irt  at  "Wonggum  or  Xayag,  as  they 
shall  agree";  they  to  be  under  the  government  <»f  said  Owaneco,  who 
was  a  son  of  Uncas. 

In  the  latter  part  of  th(>  year  170;;,  there  was  trouble  witli  the 
Indians  of  central  and  eastern  .Massachusetts,  and  danger  that  they 
might  secure  tlie  alliance  of  Connecticut  tribes.  The  G(Mieral  Court, 
at  the  March  session,  J  704,  enacted  tliat  every  town  in  the  Colonv 
shoxdd  call  a  meeting,  "with  as  cimvcnient  speed  as  may  be  to  consider 
what  houses  shall  be  fortitied."  Wethersfield  responded  by  calling  a 
meeting  June  30th,  1704,  at  which  it  was  vot(>d  that,  "We  fortifie  six 
houses,  viz:  Ca])t.  l\ol/  Wells',  Mr.  Stephen  .Mix',  David  Wright's, 
Serg'  [dohn]  J.atimer,  15enj.  Ci-anc's  heirs  &  donathan  Deming's, 
Blacksmitii.  Tlie  (|uarters.  or  scpiadrons  devidect  as  by  the  commi'^-ion 
officers  were  devided  l)ef(;re;'  all  except  Jacob  Griswold  ot  Capt.  Wells, 
garrison.  And  the  ])ersons  to  oixlcr  and  sett  out  the  work  &  shares 
to  the  perticular  i>ersons:  for  Cap'  ll'r/As'  fori — Ca])'  Wells,  iSerg' 
[John]  Curtis  &  Mv.  Thomas  Touscy ;  for  Mr.  Mix'  fori — Ensign 
[William]  Goodrich,  Moses  Craft  and  donatlian  liunce;  for  Darid 
W' right's  fort — Serg'  [SamucH]  Wright,  Corp'  Isaac  P>orman  [Hoard- 
man]  (5l-  Corp'  [Samuel?]  llulbutt;  for  Scnf  Latimer's  fort — Lieut. 
[James,  or  Josph  ?]  Treat,  Serg'  [J(jhn]  Latimer  tS:  Ebenezer  Kil- 
bourn  ;  for  Sam.  Jiddcn's  fart — Capt.  |  Joshua]  liobbins,  Dan"  Lor- 
man  <S:  John  Waddams  ;  for  Jmial.  Dcminrj's  fort — Lieut.  [Jonathan] 
Borman,  Serg'  [Daniel!!]  liilcy  tSc  .Jonathan  Deming;  the  scjuadrons 
[i.  c,  the  assigiiments  of  settlers  who  were  to  find  refuge  in  each  "fort." 
The  term  "scpuidrons"  probably  refers  to  the  male  heads  of  families, 
who,  being  all  armed  men,  were  held  to  be  under  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  resjjeetive  forts]  may  be  seen  in  tlie  draught  of  the  otTlcers.'' 

The  liouses  temporarily  converted  into  castles  of  defense,  -under 
the  vote  above  recorded,  were  situate  as  f(dlows:  (1)  Captain  Ivobkkt 
Wet.t.ks'  was  near  the  site  of  the  jnvsent   State  Prison,  on  land  for- 


'  Tliat  is,  ])rol)iilily.  ns  tlipy  liad  l)ooii  arniiigcd  in  lC7o,  when  similar  preparations 
were  made  against  Indian  attack. 
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nicrly  of  his  gramiiailuT,  Gnvernnr  Tlnanas  Welles;  (2)  Kev.  Stkimikx 
Mix's  was  alx^ut  where  !Mr.  "Win.  II.  Warner's  house  is,  a  few  rt)ds  nnrtli 
of  ])ainery's  store;  {'-i)  Serireaiu  Latimki;'s  was  en  the  east  side  of  Uroad 
Street,  ami  ne.xt  south  of  the  Leonard  Chester  plaee;  (l)  Davii> 
Wright's  was  at  the  We>t  Farms  (XewiiiL^on),  where  he  and  Cor- 
porals IJiiardniaii  and  llurllairt  were  then,  jjmbably,  livirii^;  (.'))  Ijk.nja- 
>iiN  CiiANii's  was  in  Mud  Lane,  as  it  has  of  late  years  heen  called, 
near  the  site  of  the  h^.'U^e  huely  of  Samuel  Coli'Uian,  dc>ceascd.  It 
is  called  "Sam.  Leiden's  i-'rt."  in  the  second  i)art  <>f  the  vote;  prohaldy 
becatise  Crane  wa<  dead,  ami  Leiden's  homestead  adjoined  that  of 
Crane's  heirs,  on  the  nonli.  {>) }  .Juxatiiax  Dkmixg's  was  in  Itocky 
Hill,  on  the  corner  where  the  house  of  James  Warner  now  stands. 
Xone  of  these  houses  exist  to-ilay.  Others  also,  aeeordini;'  to  tradition, 
were  foitilled.  One  of  them  was  demolished  a  few  years  ago.  It 
Btood  where  the  hou-e  of  Ca]ttain  Thonnis  Williams,  deceased,  at 
Hang-dog.  now  stands. 

In  !Mareh,  171it-20.  as  we  learn  from  L'.  T.  V.,  II,  7,  Captain  David 
GooiiiMcii,  Treasurer,  was  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  Town's  arms 
and  ammunition:  and  in  August,  1722,  the  Town  ordered  a  stock  of 
ammunitiw..  i,j  be  pun-ha-cd.  and  in  December  folL^v.-ing,  that  "the 
Town's  lead  should  be  made  into  bullets;  also  that  ^4  ])airs  of  Snow 
Shoes  should  be  made  for  tlie  T<.>wn's  use,  also  the  same  number  of 
''^laugisons''   [Moccasins]. 

l^Wcthf  rsfichl  in  the  Andro-'^s  I'suri/ndoii. — The  attempt  nuide 
by  Governor  Andn  ss,  at  the  instigation  of  the  English  Government, 
to  de2)rivc  the  Xew  England  colonies  of  their  Loyal  Charters  and 
unite  them  under  .>ne  Governorship,  although  strenuously  resisted  by 
the  people,  met  with  considerable  sympathy  from  some  of  the  inhahi- 
tants  of  the  towns  of  Wethersfield,  Stamford  and  Greenwich.  These 
malcontents  were  such  as,  in  the  later  Lovoliitionary  period,  were 
tenncd  Tories — I.  r..  nien  who  were  unwilling  to  sever  their  allegiance 
to  the  Cro\\n].  and  were  consequently  disjiosed  to  sultmit  quietly  to  the 
burdens  and  indignities  which  the  majority  of  their  neighbors  resented. 
The  three  towns  mentioned  refused,  at  first,  to  send  deputies  to  the 
restored  Charter  Government  at  Hartford,  May  9th,  1CS9;^   and  sub- 


MVill  &  Dwni,  p.  62.  On  March  ZO.  16S7,  Jolin  T.ilcott,  John  Allyn  &.  Sam.  Tal- 
cott,  sent  a  reconiniciidation.  in  writing  to  the  Gen.  Court,  at  ITartford,  advising  said 
Court  '"to  submit,  voluntarily,  to  liis  Maje.sty's  dispose"  (as  to  the  surrendry  of 
the  Charter,  etc.)  ;  and  they  say:  "We  are  against  all  further  prosecutions,  or 
engagements  by  lawsuit*,  in  opposition  to  liis  Majesty's  known  pleasure  for  our 
submission.'" — 11  i7/  and  Do:-n,  p.  02. 
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sc(|uently  their  discontent  hroke  <iut  in  varions  nets  of  resistance  to  its 
olKcers.  At  Wethers1i(>l<l,  ]!i;.\.i.\.\n.\  Ci;ank  and  liis  brother,  .loiix, 
were  anion<^  those  who,  in  Ki'JO,  refused  to  aeknowh'dpe  the  new 
f^ovenuucnt.  For  this  and  fur  sayiiij^  that  "the  authority  was  a  com- 
pany of  foresworn  wretches;  tliat  it  was  not  of  tlie  Kinji'  nor  of  God, 
hilt  of  the  Devil,"  wliieli  he  ackiiowlcdiicd  that  h(^  did  say  in  his  passion, 
IJeiijaniin  was  sentenced  hy  tin-  Court  to  pay  a  tine  of  t'lo.  and  to 
furnish  a  bond  of  £50  fur  his  ^oud  hfliavi<ir.  1,']h)ii  his  rrfu~a!,  tlie 
Marshal  was  ordered  to  cniiiiiiit  him  to  the  "cominon  gaoL''  He  was 
I^aik'cl  out  hy  liis  hrotlicr  dohii.  Imt  still  continiiinj:;  fractious,  his 
hrother  John  was  ordered,  April  T.)th,  lOUl,  to  return  him  to  ])risoii 
within  two  days.  This  lie  failed  to  do,  and  on  April  21st,  the  bond  was 
declared  forfeited.  In  attemptiiii;-  to  arrest  J'enjaniin  on  the  original 
rai>ia!<,  ''a  file  of  niiisketccrs"  hail  been  employed  (a  most  nnnsnal  and 
illegal  thing  to  do  in  the  serving  of  a  civil  warrant),  and  had  broken  in 
the  door  of  his  house  with  violence  ;  and  Mrs.  Crane,  "a  young  and  natur- 
ally hearty  and  robust  woman,"  then  jiregnant,  was  so  much  frightened 
"that  it  was  thought  she  would  have  miscarried,  or  died  presently." 
])Ut,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Ihilkelev.  she  survived,  though  with  perma- 
nently impaired  health. 

Jn  October,  1000,  the  four  listers  of  Wethersfidd,  viz. — X.viiiANiKr. 
FooTE,  Ijkxjamix  Gi MiKitr .  ^Ir.  Rajiuel  Woi.co'it  and  Sa.mi'ei, 
S.MiTii,  were  arrested,  nnder  a  raiihis  U-ou\  the  General  Court,  by  Win. 
Goodrich,  constable,  for  ncglccl  ing  to  hand  in  to  the  (^nl^t,  tli(>  regular 
lists  of  estates.  Smith,  who.  at  this  time  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  Avas  rich  and  well  along  in  years.  ITe  was  in(dine<l  to  doubt  the 
authority  of  the  restored  "Charti'r"  government;  and  was  evidently 
about  as  high  a  Tory  as  was  Dr.  Gershom  Bulkely.  AVlien  questioned 
by  the  General  Court,  lie  "talked  back"  in  a  manner  which  led  G(nernor 
Taleott  to  "clap  his  hand  to  his  [sword]  hilt,"  and  to  say:  "If  I  put  on 
my  liaruess  I  will  subdue  these  rebellious  fellows,  and  make  them  i)ay 
their  dues."'  Smith  Avns  fined  -^Os  and  ordered  to  fuini.-h  a  bond  of  £40 
"for  good  behavior."  Eefusing  to  do  this,  he  was  committed  in  default, 
but  a  friend  intervened  and  paiil  the  fine,  tlius  preventing  the  volun- 
tary imprisonment  he  would  otherwise  have  suffered.  CJiLiiKirr  in  his 
resistance  to  the  constable,  had  torn  a  piece  from  that  official's  "old 
-calico  neck-cloth" — as  l^Tilkeley  phrases  it ;~  and  was  fined  406'.  and 
ordered  to  pay  C<instable  Goodrich  \^)S  additional;  and  was  also  com- 
mitted "during  the  pleasure  of  the  Court." 


'  IV'in  and  Doom. 
'J  hid. 
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Mr.  AVoi.coTT.  niio  of  tlio  uinst  iiilliiciil  ial  iiion  of  the  town,  escaped 
with  a  tine  of  Ids-,  it  api)eariiiir  tliat  h("  was  alrea<ly  sufleriii^'  at  the 
hamls  of  the  ("oiiiily  ("onrt,  in  a  eluiriic  of  enielty  (l)eatiu.i^)  to  a  servant. 
FooTK  wa.s  not  lined,  it  ajipearin^-  that  ho  could  not  have  attended  to 
his  ofHcial  duties,  if  he  had  desired  to.  f;ill)ert  and  W(.lcott's  fines 
wore  paid  hy  Ensii;ii  Zaeliariah  Sandford,  of  Hartford.  Knsitni  John 
Chester,  (^)inirter  Master  Xalhaniel  Unridiani,  Seri>cants  Samnel  Halo 
and  Xalhaiiii'l  FooK^  were  appointed  hy  tlie  General  Conrt  in  place  of 
the  delin(|nent  ellicials. 

Fori'Uin.-l  in  this  opjjnsition  to  the  Charter  Government,  and  loud  in 
fidsonie  tnu'klin,^  to   the  Unyal  wi.-h,  and  to  Governor  Andross,   its  ex- 
ponent,   was   Dr.    Cii;i;siiOM    1)ii,ki:tj:y,   of   Wetherstield.      A    man    of 
very   .siqu-rior   education    for    that    (hiy,    equally   well    versed    in    Law, 
Theoloi;y,    .Medicine    and    Sni\i;ery,    yet    (d"    rather    overweening;    .self- 
iniixtrlance,   ohstinate   and   outspoken    in   his  own   opinions   and   ]ireju- 
dices,  he  was  eminently  a  man  of  power  and  intlnence  in  such  a  political 
crisis  as  then  ])resented  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  eonununity. 
Tlio  stand  which  he  took,  naturally  attracted  the  attentioji  of  Governor 
Andross,    who    tlatlered   him    with    an    api)ointment    as   dnstict'    of   the 
Peace;  hui,  owing;  to  his  never  having  lieen  aUmittefl  a  freem.-iu  ;   the 
connnission  was  of  no  force.     Free  as  his  s])eecli  undoiditedly  was  on 
matters  jiolitical,  his  pen  was  equally  forceful  and  active.     In  Septem- 
ber,   H>'J2,    in   company   with    one    ^lajor    1'',I)WA]:d    Pai,.\ii:s.   of   Xow 
Haven,  a  son-inlaw  of  the  tirst  Govern(n-  Winlhi-op,  and   Wii.i,  ru^sK- 
WKI.T,,   of   ]3ranford,    who   had    also    heen   commissioned    hy   Governor 
Andross  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Ptdkely  put  forth  a  paper,  which 
was   jiresented   to  (Jovcrnor   Fletcher  of   Xcnv  York,    entitled,    ^'Somc 
Objections   against    the   p''sent   i)''tcndcd    Govcnn^   in    Connecticut,   in 
New  England,  in  America,  Ihunhlij  tendered  to  Consideration,  by/'  <S:c. 
In  this  pajM'r,  which  was  transmitted  to  Fngland,  to  the  Committee  for 
Trades   and   Plantations,   the   autlna-s   profess   their  attachment    to   the 
goveniment   estahlished    hy   the    Uoyal    Charter,    under   G<iv.    Andross; 
declare  that  under  it  they  "come  to  understand  and  enjoy  Tuore  of  the 
laws  and   liberties  o{   free  and   natural   Eng.    subjects'" — "more   than 
thev  had   ever  done   under    [the   former  ]    Charter,   to   the   restnnpti<:>n 
of  which  they  object,  as  being  "in  ojjposition  to,  an<l   in  contem])t  of 
the  Crown,"  as  "utterly  unlawfid  and   inconsistant  with  their  alleg;i- 
ance ;"  and  which  they  characterize  as  a  government  "absolute,  arbitrary 
and  despotic,"  so  that  "in  effect  we  have  no  law,  but,"  as  they  term  it, 
"u'iU  and  doom,"  and  desiiined   "right  or  wrong,  to  crush  those  wdio 
oppose  their  usurped  and  tyraniiical  authority." 
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This  iKipcr.  undnul.ti.Ily  writrcn  l.v  J)r.  Ijulkk'v.  wns  in  DccoiiiIkt, 
1692,  ronin,l,.]lr.K  ampliti.Ml,  uuk-Ii  .n-iirinal  inatter  ad.Ird.  f..nnally 
altorcd  bv  tlic  above  named  trio,  and  i<,sued  as  a  f..lio  volume  und.T  tlio 
tale  of  "Wii.L  AM)  Doom,  or  the  MUcrics  of  Conncdicid,  hy  and 
under  an  U.-urpod  and  Arldtrarv  P^.wrr,  etc..  r-n-.  Tlie  preface, "dated 
December  ]  2,  1  i\[>2,  is  si-ned  J'lt  ihma.r.  'J'his  work  was  sent  to  England 
and  tliere  nnidi  used  in  the  intere-t  of  those  who  were  seeking  the 
abrogation,  or  f..rfeiture  of  the  American  Colonial  Charters.  Its  curi- 
ous title  -Will  and  Doom."  was  derived  fn.m  a  (/..lonial  law.  enacted 
by  the  Soptombor  General  Court  of  ICsO,  when  the  authority  of  a 
revolutionary  government  had  been  called  in  que.-tion  and  the  collection 
of  rates  was  likely  to  be  thereby  embarrassed,  and  in  which  law  the 
Court  ordered  that  if  any  person  should  fail  to  give  in  their  lists 
of  rateable  estate  before  tlie  O.ToI>er  Court,  the  listers,  or  the  General 
Court  itself  )ni^ht  mfc  ih,;a  11(7/  and  Doom,  i.  r.,  at  their  discretion. 
(Conn.  CoJ.  lice,  IGTS-lGSi],  ;)S5-i».) 

The  resolute  stand  taken  by  Connecticut,  as  exemplified  by  the  action 
of  Cai)tain  ]]ul].  at  Xew  London,  and  of  CoLmel  Wad.-worth"  an<l  others, 
at  Hartford,  idtimately  save<l  the  colony  from  being  deprived  of  its 
charter.  Btilkeley  and  the  other  malcontents  a*  ^Vetherstield  .^cem  not 
to  ..r.v:  :;...en.d  anv  iu</ic.-iaiion  or  ])uni.-hment  lor  their  lovaltv  to 
the  Crown.  Aside  from  a  luitural  feeling  of  l-.yalty,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Doctor  I'.uckely's  political  sagacity  clearly  forsaw  that  the  jK.pu- 
lar  agitation  which  he  so  depreeate.l  was  rapidly  ten.ling  towards  a 
Revolution,  which  would  lead  to  a  severance  of  tlie  colonies  from  the 
Mother  Country— a  conclusion  i>erfectly  abhorent  to  his  conservative 
and  loyal  convictions. — U.  T!.  S.'] 


CilArTEK   VI. 

Ecclcsia.slirul  Onimiiznilon — llic  Miiiislcr — The  Meeting  House — 
The  rari^oiuujc — The  Kruliilion  of  llic  Parish,  and  of  (lie  Eeelesiaa- 
tical  Sociclij — The  Old  Hunjintj  (Injitnd. 
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[By  SiiKK.MAN  \V.  Adams,  Esq.] 

IIIC  .MiNiSTKi;.  in  the  early  (lay>,  was  "i'dirrally  the  iiio,<t  oonspicu- 
ous  figure  in  the  (■(,niniunity,  and  de  jaclo,  it"  not  dc  jure,  an 
officer  of  the  town.  He  was  ehosen  and  paiii  i>y  the  town;  his  sermons 
were  listened  to  liv  the  town's  people, asseinhled  nii  the  J.ord's  day  and  lec- 
ture clays  in  the  meeting-  house,  erected  Ijy  the  town  and  used  fur  all  town 
meetings  and  other  town  gatherings,  lie  Avas  freely  consulted  hy  the 
townsmen  on  matters  of  ])uhlic  concern;  and  his  advice  Avas  fr(>quently 
sought  even  hy  the  Ceneral  Court,  in  questions  concerning  his  own,  or 
neighhorin^  lowns.  Socially,  he  stood  at  the  head  of  iiic  li>t,  on  easy 
terms  with  magistrates  and  nearly,  if  not  (juite,  e(]ual  to  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor.  When  he  moved  ahroad,  he  was  greeted  with 
dofTeil  hats  fi'om  men  and  lioys,  and  with  ■■curt(\sies"  dropped  hy 
women  and  girls.  When  he  entered  the  meeting  house,  or  a  private 
dwelling,  all  rose  till  he  was  seated;  and  when  Im  left,  again  they  ro.sc 
and  reuKiined  standing  until  he  had  passe<l.  No  class  of  men  in  Xew 
England  held  themselves  (liy  virtue  of  their  calling)  in  such  high 
esteem,  or  exacted  the  same  respect  from  their  fellows,  as  the  clergy. 
They  ruled  like  kings  in  their  several  comnuiniti(>s.  and  it  is  infinitely 
to  their  credit,  that  they  ruled  as  wisely  and  heniguly  as  they  did. 
Any  utterance  even  which  might  seem  to  1h>  defanuitory  (if  them, 
or  tending  to  lessen  the  weight  of  their  sermons,  or  teachings,  was 
promptly  dealt  with  hy  the  General  Court — a  few  samples  of  which 
may  he  foimd  in  these  i)ages. 

Besides  this  care  for  their  interests  hy  th(»  authorities,  the  minister 
of  each  town  felt  hims(>lf  to  he  legally  entrencheil  against  all  malad- 
version,  opposition  or  interference  from  sectarianism,  etc.,  in  his  par- 
ish. In  1058,  the  Gen(>ral  Court  exjiressly  ])rohii)ited  penple  from 
attending  upon,  or  eriterlaiuitig  any  minister  "distinct  and  separate 
from  and  in  opposition  to  that  which  is  openly  and  puhlicly  oh.servcd 
and  dispensed  hy  the  settled  and  a])proved  minister  of  the  town." 


2l8 


msTOKY     UK    ANCIKNT     UKTUKKSFIELI). 


AlttT  a  time,  li.Avcvrr,  the  (M'ii;'ral  Court,  in  1G7L^  began  to  rcc- 
o^iiizo  the  jxissiliilitv  of  tliciv  lu'ini;'  two  or  more  societies,  or  "assem- 
blies," m  tbe  same  town  and  of  the  necessity  of  providing  for  a  division 
of  taxes  to  suj.port  tlic  several  ministers,  in  such  case.  But  it  would 
not  then  admit  of  the  existence  of  two,  or  more,  parishes,  having 
detiiiite  and  sci>ai'ale  territorial  limits,  in  (he  same  town.  As  a  rule, 
at  this  time,  there  was  hut  .iiir  jKirish  in  a  township,  and  the  territorial 
limits  ,,{  t.iwn  and  parish  were  co-rxlensivi',  the  hubiiiess  of  both  being 
done  at  the  town  meeting. 

In  lliTl)  the  Gi'iieral  (\inrl,  after  declaring  its  ])i'eference  for  the 
''Congregational  Churclies,"  o-ave  its  permission  for  '-pirsniis  of  worth 
for  i)rndence  and  ])iety,  who  iwv  vlhmrisc  jiersuadod"  t(j  'iiave  allow- 
ance of  ihoir  persuasion  and  profession  in  church  wages  or  assemblies, 
without  disturbance.  I'his  seems  to  have  been  a  long  step  toward 
the  recognition  of  the  right  of  iJissentors  and  Separates.  (Col.  Jh'c.  II, 
p.  10!).) 

In  October,  IG'.iT,  the  Ceneral  Court  provided  for  the  maintenance 
of  ministers  in  the  several  towns,  jdantations  and  ''s<icieties,"  by  the 
towns  or  plantations.  In  October,  IGOD,  for  the  iiivt  tinu',  the  law 
provided  for  tlio  formation,  by  special  permis.-,ion  of  the  Chiieral  Court, 
of  two  or  more  suciciics,  having  separate  territorial  limits,  in  the  same 
township.  It  provided  that  the  minister  chosen  by  a  "major  part  of 
the  householders  of  the  town,  ]>laiitation,  or  society,"  should  "be  ac- 
counted the  lawfull  minister;"  and  that  the  minister  of  a  society  should 
be  su])])orted  by  the  tax])ayers  of  such  societv. 

In  Wcthersfield,  the  whole  original  township,  constituted  one  society, 
or  parish,  until  the  formation  of  Glastonbury  town  and  parish,  in 
1093.  It  still  remained  one  society  only,  with  its  reduced  area,  until 
the  organization  of  the  West  Farms  peo])le,  into  Xewington  parish,  in 
1112.  The  history  of  the  several  societies,  then  and  thereafter  f(u-med, 
will  be  given  under  the  head  of  soclrlics. 

The  records  of  Wetherstield  Township,  which  include  the  votes  con- 
cerning its  minister,  prior  to  :March  10th,  1G4C-7,  are  lost;  conse- 
quently, our  sources  of  information  as  to  the  preachers  and  the  settled 
minister,  for  the  first  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  the  town  are  quite 
scanty. 

The  settlement  of  a  minister  for  the  town  was  always  a  matter  of 
the  deepest  concernment.  Thus,  on  the  24th  October,'  1665,  it  was 
voted  in  town  meeting,  that  Samuel  Hale  and  Josiah  Willard  be  "a 
committee  for  the  town,  to  inquire  and  take  advice,  with  the  elders 
and  magistrates  of  y-^  neighboring  plantation,  in  reference  to  the  pro- 


THE  l'ARSONA(ib;  .VM»  TllK  MKKTISG  IlOUSf:, 


219 


vidiiip;  of  an  nl»lc,  sutahlc  liclp,  fur  tlio  town,  in  tlio  work  of  the  niin- 
istcrv."  Also,  "that  there  should  he  a  day  of  humiliation,  ko[)t  hy  the 
whole  towne,  to  seek  t<>  (iud,  fur  pnidanee  and  success  in  the  provision 
of  a  sutahle  ahle  niiiil.-lei'  for  the  rowne."  It  Avas  usual  to  scud  the  most 
ini])ortant  men  as  nu'sseniicrs  ti>  negotiate  with  the  jiniposed  ineuud)ent 
of  the  pulpit. 

It  was  the  ])raetiee,  apparently  fmm  the  h(^ginninir,  to  provide  a 
parsonai;e  fur  the  miiiislcr,  and  wiHid  i'm  his  fuel;  also  pastni'a^e  for 
his  cows.  Some  of  tin  in  wcic  liiven  large  tracts  of  land  belonging  to 
the  town.  The  liev.  (ii  t-Imiiu  jJulkelev  had  l-l-O  acres  given  him,  at 
Dividend:  and  his  (■(ilJcMgiic,  ^M  r.  Stime,  received  lOO  acres,  at  the 
same  place.  The  llev.  -lnhn  Woddhridge  was  given  200  acres,  for  a 
fai'm,  at  the  nnrth  end  of  Xewingtoii.  The  liev.  Stephen  Mix  was 
given  oO  acres,  which  was  laid  out  to  him  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
town.  The  IJev.  Henry  Smith,  the  first  selllcd  minister,  had  240 
acres,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river:  Imt  whether  he  received  it  hy  special 
donation,  or  in  the  general  allotment  of  ir>:30,  does  n<il  a})pear. 

The  earliest  s(d(irij  mentioned  is  that  of  Mr.  Smith.  In  September, 
ICIT,  it  was  raiseil  from  £70  to  iiSO. 

'J'lic  Mccimcj  Iloti'.c  w.is,  as  its  name  indiv.;;*  .^,  the  ])lacc  where 
all  ]niblic  meetings  were  held.  Jbiilded  and  owned  by  tin*  town,  it 
was  used  on  Sabbaths  ami  ■'J.ecture  Days''  for  public  devotional  ser- 
vices; it  was  the  political  centre  of  the  community,  where  they  held 
their  town  meetings,  elections  and  other  public  gatherings;  and  the 
'"alarm  i)0st"  to  which  they  rallied  when  threatened  by  Indian  attack, 
or  when  duly  warned  to  ajjpear,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  to  meet 
some  emergency  of  "Tlis  Majesty's''  service. 

'J'he  meeting  house  jiossessed  none  of  that  sacredness  in  the  minds 
of  these  men  of  Wetherstield,  which  ])ertained  to  the  consecrated  edifices 
in  which  they,  or  their  forefathers,  had  worshiii]>ed  in  Old  England. 
They  were  dissenters  from  the  Kstablished  Church  of  the  Fatherland; 
their  jdaces  of  worshij),  both  in  their  own  eyes  and  those  of  the  clnirch 
from  which  they  ha<l  bi'okeu  away,  were  only  ''conventicles;"  and, 
as  sue!"  were  simply  conveniences  for  all  public  town  purposes.  In 
Wetherstield.  at  least,  the  dnnn  was  oftener  used  to  call  the  people  to- 
gether, whether  for  worship  or  secular  purposes  than  the  hell ;  although 
there  was  always  a  bell  in  the  belfry. 

The  first,  second  and  even  the  last  meeting  hou.se  were  used  for 
town  meetings.  The  two  first  midoubtedly  belonged  to  the  town;  and 
the  last  one  (the  present  (V)ngregational  Church)  though  built  by  the 
First   [Ecclesiastical]   Society,  or  umler  its  auspices  or  belonging  to  it, 
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contijiuetl  to  bo  used  hv  the  town  fur  manv  yoars.  Indeed,  it  may  Ix; 
truly  said,  that  it  did  not  become  a  clmrcli  edifice,  as  distiniruislied  Inim 
a  meeting  Ik'hisc  until  a  date  within  the  iiu'ninry  of  many  ]km,])1c  now 
living. 

AMiether  the  j)re>ent  .-trticturi'  is  the  tliird  (ir  fourtli  in  the  series  of 
meeting  Imnses  which  have  -tcmd  or  near  the  same  site,  is  sumewhat 
a  matter  of  d-adit.  The  tir.-t  allu-ion  to  br  ft)und  npnn  Wetherstield's 
records  (and.  indeed,  the  very  tirst  recor<l  which  time  has  spared  to 
us  on  those  jiages)  is  under  date  of  April  I'l'd.  1047,  in  which  we  tind 
the  townsmen  contracting  with  one  Joshua  dennings,  to  piit  in  what 
we  Would,  nowadays,  call  "The  interior  or  tinish"  of  a  new  and  in- 
complete tueeting  house — /.  c.  wainseotinir,  seats,  pulpit,  etc.  This  V(.4e, 
together  with  some  subsequent  ones,  relating  to  the  same  "j"!","  wft 
present  herewith. 

"This  tow  and  twentith  day  of  Aprill,  104  7,"  He,  Joshuah  Jen- 
ings,  hath  barggened  with  the  Townsmen  of  Wetliersfield  [viz:  Mr. 
[Rich.  ?]  Treat.  .\r.  (lL..bvrt]  Parke,  John  Dcimm.  Tho.  Colhnan,  Xath. 
Dickinson,  for  [tu  put]  up  seats  in  the  Meeting  House,  w'*^  wainscot, 
acording  to  the  seats  [in  the]  Hartford  fleeting  House,  and  the  said 
Joshu>;li  is  to  p'vide   [  him] self,  and  is  so  to  get  his  ■^tuffo 

in  season  that  it  be  wclH  <lried,  in  order?]  that  he  may  set  them  up 
betwixt  this  and  the  twen[  ty  of]  Xovendier  [that  he  must,  erased]  ; 

he  doth  ingage  himself  f'>r  to  do  [the  west  (  ()]  end  of  the  house,  from 
tlie  north  dore  to  the  south  dr>ore.  the  time  aforesaid ;  and  the  rest  to 
be  done  betwixt  this  and  the  last  of  ^^Tarch  next  insuing.  Anrl  the 
Towne  hath  iiigaged  them  selves  for  to  pay  tho  said  Jo-huah  thre 
sliillings  a  yard  for  the  said  worke,  being  sufficient  and  well  wrought, 
and  good  stufe,  acording  to  the  patterne  of  Harford  seats.  The  Towne 
is  to  p'vid  plancks  for  the  seats,  and  he  to  set  them  up.  And  the 
Towne  is  to  find  iron  wovke  that  they  will  have  set  up.  Ills  pay  is 
nine  pounds  in  hand,  and  the  rest  when  he  hath  finished  his  worke : 
tlie  pay  w''  the[y]  are  agred  upon  is  half  wlieat  and  half  pease;  sound 
and  d[rv]  and  well  drest.  exsept  thre  pounds  in  Tndean  ;  and  to  be 
[delivered]  at  the  watersid,  or  in  any  house  in  Wethorsfiold  w^  the 
said  J[osh\iah  shall]  apoint.  in  ^Vcthersfield. 

'"In  witness  [tlie  rc.^t  v:orn  off  from  the  foot  of  the  page'\. 

The  foregoing  is  the  carlh'st  vote  preserved,  relating  to  the  first 
(or  it  may  have  been  the  second  ')  meeting  house  in  Wethorsfiold.  All 
the  records  of  town  votes,  before  the  page  on  which   the  above  was 
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AvritttMi — nre  \\aiit  ini;'.  Sdiuc  of  tlic  words  are  torn  off,  or  are  so  in- 
distinct, as  to  make  it  impossililo  to  read  llicin.  Such  words  aro  in- 
cluded in  lu'ackets. 

"The  20  of  S(>i)teniher,  1(347. 

''It  is  ordered  hy  the  Townsmen  tliis  present  day,  tlnit  there  slial 
be  [a  rate]  iinule  of  iivc  and  twenty  pounds,  to  pay  for  the  ke{)ing  of 
the  w[atch]  and  nine  pounds  to  Xath.  Dickinson,  w''  he  ])aid  to  Josh- 
liay,  for  the  settiui^-  uj)  thi'  seats  in  the  ^K'eting  House;  and  other 
<lehts  [that  is]  to  say,  live  and  twenty  pounds. 

"M"".  ]'arke  is  desired  to  set  upon  the  seinn'  of  the  .Meting  House 
inider-dauhed  cV  ehip!»oai-ded  ;  aiul  tlie  Towne  hath  given  him  a  power 
[to]  call  forth  such  nuii  and  cai-ts  as  he  shall  see  fitt.'' 

[It  ai)pears  that  the  town,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  lG-lS-9,  voted 
to  pay,  among  other  matters: 

"To  Tho.  ICirkham,  tor  two  (hiys"  W(n'k  on  tiie  Meeting  House 
3'^-4'';  to  John  Edwards  'for  his  man's  saweing  of  the  planks  for  the 
seats,  ^I-IO'-';  to  Joshua  Jennings,  'f^r  the  seting  uji  the  minister's 
desk,'  ^H-O'-V;  to  Sam.  Smith,  which  he  paid  |  Will  ^1  Palmer,  fur  a 
day's  work  at  the  fleeting  House,  Vr,'';  to  Will.  IJelden,  for  'JOO  ft. 
of  boards  fui  the  ^Meeting  House,  •^1-1:2''';  'for  tlu  hii-,j,^i.ig  for  the 
Meetinghoiis  seats,'  about  -^^z-'-lO'.] 

This  structure,  which  they  were,  in  April,  ICiT,  just  finishing,  may 
have  been  and  probably  was,  begun  some  years  before;  the  exigencies 
of  a  new  and  strugaling  community  liaving  prevented  its  earlier  com- 
pletion. From  the  subsequently  recorded  vote  of  Sej)tember  2Gth,  of 
the  same  year,  "desiring  that  .Mr.  Parke  should  attend  to  the  under- 
daubing  and  cla])b()ai-(ling"  of  the  edifice,  we  may  infer  that  it  had 
previously  been  simply  a  log  stnu'ture,  and  that  it  was  not  until  tho 
seats  (called  for  by  the  above  contract  with  .Fennings)  were  "set  up" 
that  the  joints  (or  interstices  between  the  logs)  were  tilled  with  clay 
and  ("riven")  clapboards  put  on  over  the  whole. 

"Whether  this  meeting  house  of  lGI-7  was  the  first  one  in  Wethersfield 
is,  as  we  have  i>revious]y  intimated,  somewhat  doubtfid.  From  tho 
fact  that  it  was  in  progress  of  com]-)letion,  twelve  j'cars  after  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town,  it  wotih!  ])erha]>s,  be  not  assuminir  too  much  to 
suppose  that  it  was  the  secoiirl  oiu'.  ratlur  tlian  tlie  first.  This,  at  least, 
was  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  by  that  very  careful  investigator,  ]\[r. 
Xathaniel  Goodwin,  in  his  Foolc  (Jenralofji/.  Put,  to  the  writer,  it 
seems  more  probable  that,  uj)  to  1040  or  '47,  the  people  had  met  in 
some  dwelling  house,  or  other  building,  not  specially  designed  for  the 
purpose.      It  is  fair  to  assume,   also,  that  this   (1047)    meeting  house, 
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WHS  begun  in  lt)4.">.  or  cortainly  in  in4t!;  tlial  it  was,  as  a  buildinir. 
complete  and  had  luen  occupied  fur  a  scasfn,  with  only  niuveaiile 
seats. 

This  first  meeting  house  stood  a  few  (pri'l.ably  not  more  than  f. air 
or  five)  rods  southwesterly  I'rnjn  the  present  First  Congi-egatii'iial 
Church.' 

From  the  later  recorded  votes  of  Septeinh<-r  :.'t;.  1047,  and  January. 
1C4S-0,  relating  to  the  t'lVvn's  rejiaymenr  \<^  .Mi'.  Xath.  Dickinson  of 
money  which  he  had  advanced  to  Jennini;-  ""/•■r  -ettiiig  up  the  seats:"' 
and  directing  the  ■■uiiderdantdng"  and  cla]i!M.;iriling  to  he  forwavled; 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  by  the  wiuter  of  lt;4s-;i,  the  Wetlu-r^- 
field  meeting  Ikju.sc  was  made  fairly  eomf-irtable  f^r  tlic  good  jieoplu 
of  the  town,  while  they  listened  to  the  loni:  Sunday  --erinon-,  or  week-day 
'ieetures''  of  their  jiastor. 

"This  2s  day  of  the  ni"nih  of  Decemlior,  ir,4'.i. 

'"It  was  voted  by  the  wind  Towiie,  thi-  iT-ent  day.  that  ther  ,-liould 
be  chosen  .'J  men  to  seat  men  and  woiiioii  in  the  meting  hou.-e ;  tS:  iho 
Towne  dioso  VJ .  Trat.  Sam.  Smith  Senior  Oc  Xath.  Dickinson:  aii'l 
they  w**  are  ]dast  |']>laced]  liy  thes[e]  (h'th  ingagfe]  theins(-lves  to  -it 
do^\-ne  content.-d  \-  duly  ^ati.-fie<l  w*^  what  llie-  :j  do  in  thi~  woi'k." 

TI.,^^  "s./iiiing  tlio  iiK'eting  lioii.-c,"  \\as  a  matter  <;f  much  iiiipiirtaiice 
with  our  forefathers;  and  was  done  with  great  care  and  consid. -ration 
(not  to  say  ditHculty)  by  the  '•seating"  committee — a  body  usually 
rather  munerous  and  of  the  be>t  S'jcial  .-tamling  and  ackuowh-dged 
ability.  Our  ancestors  had  not  been  so  l-'Ug  away  from  their  Kngli-h 
homes  as  to  have  lost  all  consideration  for  social  rank  and  distinction-: 
consequently  the  estimation  in  which  a  man  or  woman  was  held  in 
the  community  wherein  he  dwelt,  wa?  very  clearly  shown  liy  the  seat 
which  was  assigned  to  him  rir  her  in  the  meeting  house.  The  completest 
schedule  of  this  process  of  "digTiifying  the  -eat-.""  as  it  was  sometimes 
called,  which  we  have  found  among  any  old  X'ew  England  lown  records. 
is  that  fornuilated  in  th.c  instructions  given  to  a  "\\'(-thersfield  seatinu' 
committee,  in  March.  1717.  wherein  tliey  were  directed  to  seat  the 
peciple  according  to  the  following  '"gronnds  of  advaticement,  viz.:  Ai]C ; 
dignity  of  dcscoit :  ph'p  r,f  jmhlic  fnisf ;  pious  disposition  ;  estate ;  pe- 
culiar srrriccahlcnc*$  of  anu  kind." 

Still  the  edifice,  though  in  use.  was  mjt  com])lete;  the  work  seems 
to  have  dragaed.   for  ^larch   sth.   ICtbl--}.   the  town   appointeil  Samuel 


1  About   wlicre  tlie   tl.Tg-stafl  recrntly  stooJ :    for   its   siicfo--or    (wliicli    was   \uv 
stood  to  have  bci-n  placed  where  the  old  one  stood  i   occu[ded  that  spot. 
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Smith,  as  its  agent,  "'to  se  that  llcii.  l^ahiicr  chiphnard  the  inctiin; 
h(»use,  betwixt  this  and  tlio  tlrst  of  _May  next ;  and  if  he  do  it  not,  havii\g 
claphoavd  layd  by  liini  [ /'.  c,  fnrnislied  liini],  the  said  Smith  hath  power 
to  take  a  waraiid,  and  sew  him,  that  lie  may  force  him  to  <ln  the  wi.>rl<e.'' 

From  the  various  scraps  of  history  whidi  we  have  lileaned  from  the 
records — we  are  ahle  to  "piece  out"  the  following  idea  of  the  appcMiranee 
of  this  .second  meeting  house,  viz.  :  Scjuare  in  form,  one  stoi'v  hiiih,  witli 
a  hi])  roof,'  with  a  helfi'v  in  the  middle — agreeing,  ])rol>ahly,  with 
the  phui  and  style  of  tlie  earliesi  meeting  lionses  of  that  tlay.  We  have 
reason  to  helievc  that  it  was  hegun  in  KM."),  and  not  eom]iler(Ml  until 
1G52;  that  it  was  originally  a  log  strnetui-e;  that  for  several  year^  it  had 
only  temporary  seats,  if  any;  that,  in  a  few  years,  plank  seats  were 
"set  np,"  '  wilh  hingcil  dooi's  attached;  that  the  hnilding  h;i<l  a  north 
and  south  door;  that  iinally  the  oi-ii;inal  log  walls  of  the  I'uilding  were 
"daubed,''  or  tilled  in,  with  clay  (then  commoidy  used  as  mortar),  and 
the  whole  covered  with  riven,  oak  cla])l)oai-ils.  1'hat  it  had  a  hell  is 
certain  from  the  fact  that,  in  iri.")".  William  Talmer  was  employcM] 
to  I'ing  it,  and  in  It'.r)^,  Hugh  Wells  succee(le(l  him  in  that  duty;  and 
in  lO.lD-GO,  the  hell  and  drum  were  used  inditlert'iitly,  as  will  he  .-een 
from  the  following  town  vote: 

Drum. — In  Seplenrner,  104.'^,  William  Sniith  v.;;.,  \..\\.\  for  heati'.'.g 
the  drum  on  "the  hc'rd's  days"  for  sixteen  months  then  last  ])ast.  In 
February,  lO.'iO-dO,  "goodman  [John:!]  Ivlwards"  was  emi)loyed  to 
"sweep  the  meeting  house,  and  beat  the  drum,  or  ring  the  hell  and  keep 
the  dooers  shet ;  and  for  his  paines  he  is  to  have- — ^2-r)'^-()''."-'  IJut, 
in  the  following  year,  February  'l'lt\.  KJfid,  it  was,  for  some 
linex])lained  reason,  "Vvied}  that  the  l^ell  should  be  rung  noe  more, 
to  call  the  Asscnd)ly  together,  on  the  Sal)bath  and  Lecture  days;  hut 
that  the  drum  shoidd  he  beaten  at  such  times."  Prohai)ly,  the  <lrum- 
mer,  who  was  also  the  town  crier,  went  through  the  streets  and  lanes  of 
the  village  beating  the  drum,  as  he  went.  This  hell,  thus  unceremiju- 
ioiisly  supplanted,  for  the  time  being,  continued  in  use  until  about 
1679,  vheu  a  new  one  was  ordered  for  the  town's  use,  an<l  tlie  material 

'  Unless  it  may,  like  tlio  fust  Windsor  Mcoliiig-Ilousf.  liavi'  luul  a  •'deck,''  or  flat 
surfaee  aloiijj  tlie  ridge  of  tlie  roof,  wlicrcon  tiie  sentry  could  walk  to  survi'v  the 
country  around,  and  from  wlionco  the  '"Town's  drummer"  could  sound  liis  alaiin  up- 
on the  drum.  See  .Stiles'  llixt.  vt  flriiral.  of  Anrirnt  Windsor,  Conn.,  \'til.  1., 
line  6,  p.  80. 

'In  March,  1G49,  Jolin  lidwards  was  paid  30s.  for  "sawing  tlic  planks  fur  the 
seats."  Such  sawing  was  then  done  by  hand,  and  by  two  men,  at  a  sawpit  ;  one 
man  in  the  pit,  the  other  outside  and  above  the  pit. 

^  Wcthcr.tficld  Toirn   Votci,  I.,  p.  Go. 

*  Wcthcis/icld  Tour.  Voles,  I.,  j).  G'.1. 
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of  tlic  did  was  <lir('ct('(l  to  1h'  ciiiplovcd  in  the  making  of  tlic  new  ono — 
cast,  pi'ohalilv,  in  England.  In  UKiH,  Tim.  Wright,  Jr.,  was  chosen 
town  drnnuner.  In  lOGT,  Seri;.  llngh  Welles  was  cniplovcd  to  beat  the 
drum  for  duirch  and  town  meetings;  and  in  IGiiS,  lie  was  again  em- 
ployed for  that  ])nrpose.  In  in!)4,  one  of  the  three  John  Demings  then 
in  Wethcrsfield  was  distinguished  from  the  others  liy  the  prellx  ■"Druin- 
Tner"  to  his  name;  hut  whether  he  was  town-drunnner,  or  drummer 
to  the  "train  hand,"  does  not  a])pear.  In  Fehruary,  1707-S,  the  town 
voted  that  AVill  (ioudrieh  should  ring  the  hell  (;n  l.ord's  days  of  piddic 
meeting,  and  nine  o\dock  "a  iiiiiht."  'J'his  may,  however,  have  heeti  the 
practice  at  an  earlier  date,  since  we  know  that  it  was  so  rung  in  jlart- 
ford,  as  early  as  KiCiL*.  dudd  (flisl.  llaillcy,  Mass.)  renuirks;  "In 
]Vcthcr.-</irh},  IJic  utiic  u'cloch-  hrll  lias  never  been  discontinued. 

In  early  times,  the  meeting  house  must  have  much  resemhletl  a  gar- 
rison, or  citadel.  In  Ajiril,  KWil,  it  was  voted  "that  the  garde  shall 
ai)eare  in  annes  coin /drle ,  every  Lord's  day  and  lecter  day;  that  amies 
and  anuuunitioii  at  tlier  one  |  own  |  iinding;  and  p[er]  every  detlct 
to  forfeit  twelve  pence  p.  man."  They  were  paid  ^)s.  ])er  annum  each, 
and  had  "liberty  to  chouse  ther  owne  oUicer." 

In  ^[aroh,  l(itir)-(i,  wc  learn  from  Town  Votes  that  the  meeting  house 
was  again  in  need  of  soiue  eidargement  of  seatino;  e''jiar>ity  .rml  repairs.'' 

"l'\'h.  2,  1m7v7.  .\i  a  Towiie  Metting  it  was  voated  and  agreed  to 
renionc  the  setes  in  the  meting  house,  to  the  bredth  of  two  plankcs,  in  to 
the  great  alive,  on  each  side ;  and  to  nuike  a  new  dorc-case  and  dore, 
suttable  to  the  alive. 

"And  ICnsigne  ^Vill.  Cioodrich,  Sam"  I>orman,  Sen"",  &  John  Ilily 
Senicn',  are  ehousi'  a  eomite  to  see  this  worke  earied  on;  and  also  two 
seates  on  each  side  the  metting  house. "^  This  would  .seem  to  indicate 
that  to  .'lecure  an  increase  of  seats  was  the  main  aisle  was  to  he  nar- 
rowed up. 

"February  the  23d,  1G70. 

''Att  this  Towne  Meetting,  Serjea.  John  Xott,  Sam.  Ilaile  Senior  and 
John  IJellden  were  chosen  a  committee  to  repayer  the  irJtule  meeting 
house.^ 


^Wethcrsfield  Toim   Votes,  1.,  p.  91. 

Ubkl.,  pp.   109,   111. 

'March  20l]i,   [100(1.] 

"Att  the  .s.iiiiL'  Towne  -Meeting,  ^Inieh  20,  '05-0,  it  was  voated  and  agreed:  tliat 
this  ycere  the  fleeting  house  sliouhl  be  repaired,  upon  the  Town's  cost;  and  this 
busincs  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  tlic  Townenien,  to  do  as  llicy  sliall  see  to  be  need- 
full." 

*lhid.,  pp.  111. 


THE     KIUST     MKKTlNCi     IlKlSK     KNI.AIUiKI). 


225 


".luiio    1st,    Km  l-r>. 

"At  this  Tdwnc  iiicctiiiii  tlic  Tiaviic.  takini:  into  t'oiisidcratinn  the 
great  iRrt-ssitv  of  re])airiiii:  the  .Meetinir  lloiisi'  and  ciilarjring  the  same, 
made  choice  of  M""  Samuell  Talc(»tt,  Lieutenant  John  Chester,  Juisiirne 
Will.  Goodrich,  Sergram  Jolin  X.itt,  Scr.ni-ant  lhi::li  Wells,  to  he  a 
committee  to  (■oii>idiT  and  deierniiiie  in  what  maimer  it  shall  he  re- 
jtaired  and  enlari;cd  ;  wheiher  hy  i'allerii-;.  or  otherwise;  giving  to  the 
s*^  ('(innuiilee  fnll  power  to  act  in  and  alniut  the  iiremi.-es;  as  allso  to 
hargain  with  any  wnrkman,  or  workmen,  for  the  rep.iiring  and  enlarging 
thereof:  and  to  take  eari'  of  the  >ai<l  w.irki'.  nntill  the  .Mt-eling  House 
be  in  all  resjieets  so  repaired  and  enlarged  as  may  he  most  profltahle 
for  the  jireservation  of  the  hnilding,  and  mosf  honorable  awl  comfvrt- 
ahlc  for  the  entertaining  all  the  inliahitant>  <if  the  Towne,  in  all  piddiek 
meetings,  according  to  the  hot  >ki!!  and  jmlgment  of  the  s*^  committee. 
And  the  Towne  doth  inguage  to  supply  them  with  what  money  they  shall 
stand  in  neeil  of,  fcji-  the  carrying  on  of  the  said  worke  untill  it  he 
finished."  ' 

That  these  "■galleries"'  were  huili,  is  evident  from  a  vote  passed  in 
Decemher,  1  <!>•"),  ])roviding  that  ""no  lad,  under  ye  age  of  sixteen  yecrs, 
shall  sit  in  the  galleries,  on  y"'  ])emilty  of  five  shilliin^s:  or  (dse  corporal 

piliiisltiiitiii,   a.->   ma_\    he   Ii^    y"^    Selecliiuii   judged    fil." 

From  the  foregoing  imte,  and  that  of  duly.  inS.'),  given  helow,  it  is 
evident  tliat  the  meeting  hciu-e  which  had  now  heen  in  use  for  ahout 
forty  years,  was  getting  dangerously  out  of  repair;  and  that  the  hnilding 
of  a  new  one  could  not  he  much  longer  i)iist]ioned. 

''At  a  town  meeting,  held  in  Wetlier>tleld.  July  2S,  1G85. — It  was 
voated  and  agred  that  the  present  Townsmen  shall  have  poure  to  sette 
up  fowr  ])illars  within  the  ^Metinghotis ;  and  as  many  shoars  as  shall  be 
ncedfull  one  the  outside  at  the  Town  charge." 

llie  'Jli'ird  Mcrtinr/  House. — "It  was  also  voated  that  the  Towns- 
men shall  cau>  a  Town  Meting  to  he  warned,  about  the  latca'  end  of 
August  next,  in  order  to  the  huihling  of  a  new  dieting  IIous."- 

Consequently,  we  tind,  that. 

"Att  a  puhlique  Towne  fleeting  in  Wether.-licld.  August  2Sth,  1055. 

'"It  was  voated  and  agreed  hy  the  inhahitants.  that  there  should  be 
a  fleeting  House  built  by  the  Towne,  of  fifty  foot  square. 

"Att  the  same  Towne  fleeting,  Capt.  Samuell  Taleott,  ^M""  Samuell 
Woolcott,    ^I""   Xathaniel    Ijoinan,    Sergt.    John    Deming.    Sergt.    John 


•  'Wcthers/icld  Toicn   Votts,  ]..  p.   143. 
nVcthcrsfuld  Toicn  Volc^,  1..  p.  I'M. 
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Koljiiiri,  Cluili,  Sauuioll  Iliitlcr,  .M'"  .luliii  Ijiittulph — wore  chosen  a 
Comittcp,  to  take  care  almut  the  liiiiltliii<;  and  caiviiig  on  the  work  of 
the  above  said  Meeting  House.  It  was  alsoe  voated,  at  the  same  jneett- 
iiig,  that  Scriit.  Sam"  Hale  and  Sannicll  Smith  shall  be  of  the  same 
Committee  for  the  buildini:  <d'  the  said  Meeting  Ilcmse.' 

''It  was  alsoc!  voated  at  the  same  fleeting  that  there  shall  be  one 
hnndred  pounds  raised,  of  the  iidiabitants,  by  way  of  rate,  which  shall 
l)e  improved  towards  the  caring  on  of  the  buiMing  of  ilie  aliove  said 
^Meetting  House. 

This  Conmiittee  was  conqjosed  td'  prominent  citizens,  some  of  whom 
were  distinguished  in  the  afl'airs  of  the  colony. 

That  the  ideas  and  wants  of  the  people  of  WelluM-sfield,  in  regard 
to  this  new  meeting-house,  were  very  much  enlarged  liy  this  time,  is  very 
evident  from  the  following  voti's,  passed  from  time  to  time  during  tlie 
four  or  five  years  in  -which  it  was  in  ])rocess  of  building — for  this 
was  no  hasty  undertaking.  It  was  intended  to  (•iid)ody  the  best  talent, 
the  best  material  and  tlie  latest  improvements  of  tliat  perio(l ;  con- 
sequently we  hear  of  "doors  and  windows,"  a  "pair  of  stairs,"  by 
which  to  reach  the  bell  (hitherto,  jjrobalily,  rung  by  a  ro]>e  reached 
from  the  gii/und),  and  capacious  "galleries.''  Th"y  pr'^''>ib]y  liad  the 
Hartford  meeting  house  "in  tlieir  eye"  as  a  standard  of  meetiugdiousc 
excellence,  and  wished  to  b(^  fully  "up  to  the  times."' 

''Att  a  Towne  :Meeting,  May  31,  lOSH. 

"It  was  voated  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Towne  of  Wethersfleld, 
that  there  shall  l>c  Diirman  windows  built  for  the  new  Meetting  House, 
at  the  Towne  charge.- 

''January   9th,    IGST-S. 

"At  a  Towne  ]\Iectinir  there  was  {rranted  a  rate,  to  be  raised  one  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Towne,  of  two  hundred  c^'  eighty  pounds,  to  defray 
the  charges  of  this  Towne,  for  the  ^Meeting  House,  and  other  Towne 
charges.^ 

"Jan.  9th,  'S7-S.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  01<1  Meeting  House  was 
sold  for  eight  jiounds  &  1  shilling,  to  be  pay'd  ne.xt  year,  by  Xath. 
Ffutt  [Foote],  Ju-".,  :s\'  Kol/  Wells,  Xath.  Eutler  &  Ebenezer  Kil- 
burne ;  who  ware  joyntly  (t  severally  bound  to  y^  s^  Towne,  for  y® 
payment  of  y^  s'^  eight  pound  !'.'"* 

From  the  above  recorded  sale  of  the  old  building,  we  may  reasonably 


Wfcirf.,  p.  193. 

*^yethcrsflcld  Town   Votes,  I.,  p.   100. 

'Ibid.,  p.   203. 

'Ibid.,  p.  204. 
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infer  tliiit  the  luiv  incctinp;  house  Wiis  in  sneh  a  condition  of  coniplete- 
jicss,  as  to  \)o  availal)le  for  use.  It  closes  the  history  of  the  first 
meetinn  house  in  AVclhcrslickl  nf  which  we  have  any  account. 

Wliat  may  he  callcil  the  "corner  .-tone"  of  this  cliurch  of  1  •')>.")■(»,  is 
now  in  possession  of  Mr.  S.  l'\  Willard.  forniei'ly  (derk  of  tin;  church. 
On  one  of  its  sides  are  cut  the  initials  "\.  G.  ;"  on  another,  the  tii;urcs 
IfiSO.  These  were,  prohahly,  the  initials  of  Isaac  Griswcdd  (horn  in 
]0r)8),  who  was  (as  was  his  father  JMicliael  hefore  hiui)  a  niasi»u  hy 
trade.  The  figure,  luidouliledly,  indicates  tlie  year  IGsri-O,  (hiriiiii; 
which  the  walls  of  the  luiderpinniny  were  laid. 

"Decend/  -I'.l,  IC'.tl. 

■'Att  y*  same  meetting  it  [was]  xoated  (&:  agreed  y'  ther  should  he 
a  ])aii'e  of  staiers  huilt,  conuient  to  go  up  to  y''  bell  in  y*  ^leetiiif; 
ilous,  upon  y''  comiuon  clung  of  y''  Towne  ;  y''  townsnu^n  to  maiuig  y'^ 
worke."     In  IHOl,  this  vote  was  repeated. 

This  second  meeting  house,  like  its  ]n'edecessor,  seems  to  have 
nrigijuilly  lack(vl  galleries.  Hut  l)y  tlie  following  vote,  in  170:?.  gal- 
leries wvvv  pi'o\Mded  on  the  north,  east  and  south  sides  of  the  house. 

"March  4,  1701-2. 

'',\l  a  ']\.v.";".C'  ?.!,'- ting  then  held  in  Vi\al  iiei  .-mIi  Id  .  It  was  agreed  'oy 
the  inhahitens  of  say''  Towne,  and  unanimously  vote(l,  that  thcare  sliuld 
ho  sntahel  galh'ys  ereced,  and  cum])lelly  mad  ami  fixed,  in  the  .Meeting 
]Iows,  for  the  coiiucut  acomadating  the  iidiahetense  in  a  more  de.sent 
and  cmufortahel  uunier;  which  gallarys  shal  he  the  hole  hredth  of  say'' 
howse,  on  the  east  sid  of  s*^  meting  hows;  ami  for  to  joyn  to  that  parte 
on  ech  sid  of  s^  hows,  viz.:  the  iiorth  sid  and  the  south  sid;  and  to  he 
fi.xed  to  the  west  sid  of  s''  hows,  aTid  a  suitable  heaight  and  breadth  ;  as 
slial  be  ajdged  by  a  Comitty,  chos(Mi  and  a])ointed  to  oversee  for  the 
fors^  work  performed  and  euuqdetly  flne.^hed. 

"At  the  same  meting  was  chosen  a  comety  for  the  caren  on  and  cesing 
the  aliofes*^  work,  viz. :  the  building  and  erecting  the  gallcrys  as  abofe.s''. 
The  Comity  chosen  is:  Cap'  Josue  TJoVibens,  Serg.  John  Curtise,  Ens' 
Willem  Goodrich,  who  are  iin])owered  to  see  the  work  forthwith  com- 
plete and  finished,  as  sune  as  it  may  be  conveniently  preformed."  ' 

In  December,  IGSI),  the  Xaubue  and  ?\yaug  people  were  authorized 
to  set  u])  a  .separate  parish  organization  among  them.selves,  but  their 
])lans  were  delayed  for  some  years ;  and  the  east  side  people  were 
still  compelled  to  cross  the  Connecticut  Kiver  in  all  conditions  of 
weather,  in  order  to  attend  chun-h  services.     In  Dec,  1GS5,  the  follow- 

'/fcirf.,  p.  219. 
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iiig  vote  of  tlie  town  alTordcd  thrni  sunic  :mnli..rntinii  liy  providing  for 
the  comfort  of  tlicir  horses: 

"Voted,  tliat  tlio  inhahitaiits  att  Xauhuck.  and  mu-  y""  oast  -idi.-  of  tlio 
Groat  IJivor,  slial  liavo  liberty  tn  l)uild  tlu-nisidves  a  Stahle,  tu  iret  iheir 
horses  in  one  Salthath  days,  »Sc  .-nch  like — Mmiewliere  nrer  the  fleeting 
House,  where  y^  ]>resent  Townsmen  shal  se  eanse  to  apjioint.'' 

So  that  while  they  were  shivi'rinii-  in-ide  The  nieciinir  h<;i\i?e,  they 
had,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  tln-ir  horses  were  ii'it 
oxjiosed  to  the  icy  hla.-ts,  or  di'iving  rain.  A  little  later,  however 
(100-'])  these  east  siile  folk  received  tlieii'  lung  desired  perini>>ion  to 
build  a  church  and  estahlish  a  ])ari.-h  of  their  own  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river. 

In  ]\Iay,  IGSS,  it  was  voted  to  ])rocnre  a  new  hrU  and  to  "make  iisO 
of  ye  old  hell  to  ye  hest  advantage  they  can.  towards  the  proeureing 
the  same."'  In  Dceendjer,  ICiil,  it  was  voted  to  put  up  "a  paire  of 
staires,  to  ge  up  to  y^  hell  in  y*^  meeting  house."' 

The  vear  1715,  niarkes  the  introduction  of  jiru-s  into  the  Wethers- 
field  meetinghouse;  aiul  the  mention,  in  the  following  vnte,  (vf  a  '"terrii"" 
(turret)  leads  us  to  think  that  the  aesthetic  instincts  .>f  the  people  A\ere 
awakened  in  .some  degree,  and  that  they  desired  to  give  th.eir  meeting 
house  some  features,  other  than  that  of  mere  size,  to  distinguish  it  fmm 
the  hotises  and  buildings  around  it. 

"At  a  Town  fleeting,  lawfully  assembled  and  held,  in  Wetherstield, 
y«  14'"  day  of  July,  1715: 

"Voled- — at  this  meeting,  that  one  of  the  back  seats  on  each  side  of 
y®  Meeting  House  shall  be  pulled  up,  and  pews  built  in  their  i-oom, 
viz.:  two  pews  on  each  side  of  the  said  ^Meeting  House,  in  the  room  of 
said  seats. 

"Voicd — at  this  meeting,  that  y^  Cc»mmittee  which  [was  chosen 
for?]  the  work  about  the  trrrifl.  shall  be  y^'  C'ouunittee  to  build  the 
pews.  The  Committee  is  L'  IJenjamin  C'hurchell,  Serg'  Sam"  Wright. 
Serg'  John   [Robbins?]. 

"Also  Voted — that  after  y^  ])ews  are  built,  the  [Meting  Ilotise  shall 
1)C  new  seated,  by  the  Conunitte  hereafter  chosen  «i-  named,  viz. :  1/ 
Joseph  Talcott,  ^M""  James  Treat.  Serg'  John  Rubbins,  L'  Jonathan 
Belding  and  Edward  Bulkeley."'  ' 

This  third  meeting  liouse  occupied,  substantially,  the  same  site  as 
its  predecessor ;  and,  with  its  "dormer""  windows;  its  belfry  (the  "territ"' 
aforesaid?)  and  boll;  its  galleries  and  ])cws,  it  must  have  been  a  very 
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coiii})loto  and  (.Tcditalilc  fditicc  lor  tliosi-  clays — and  a  joy  to  every 
\>'others field  heart. 

The  followiiic:  vote,  passed  in  Society  Mei'ting,  December  20,  IT-')?, 
indicates  that  there  was  an  iipjXT  nxnn  in  this  nieetinj:;  house,  pussildy 
used  as  a  scIkkiI  rudni :  "Vultil,  that  t-0  money  l)e  raised  in  Said 
Society  to  j)ni-cliase  hoards  for  the  .Meetin<;-  House  upper  great  floor, 
find  for  i)lastering  the  scIkioI  house  overhead." 

In  Di'ccmher.  ITl'S,  the  meeting-  house  retjuircMl  to  be  new  clap- 
boarded,  and  thouiih  hut  I-"!  years  old  needed  new  window  frames.  In 
1735,  more  pews  were  ))Ut  in,  to  take  the  place  of  the  long  pews  and 
guards. 

The  "keeping  and  repairing  of  the  clod:  and  bell"  was  a  Society 
charge  in  1T;54;  and  in  17-11,  Thomas  l-"o\  was  j)aid  ii'-)0  for  this  service. 
l)Ut  in  17-11),  it  was  voted  that  "a  pnhlic  clod:  shall  be  procured  by  sub- 
scription and  the  subscribers  shall  have  liberty  to  set  it  in  the  meeting 
house,  and  after  that  it  shall  be  maintained  at  cost  of  said  Society." 
(First  Socicti/  M imilrs.) 

Prior  to  17l'i?,  the  various  votes  and  acts  jxTtainiug  to  the  meeting 
house,  th(>  minister  and  tlie  ]iarsonage,  etc.,  had  always  passed  in  town 
meeting;  buf.  after  that  date,  all  such  votes  were  pas.sed  in  meetings  of 
the  "First  Society,"  until  ISIO,  after  which  they  were  passe<l  in  meet- 
ings of  the  "First  lu-clesiastical  Society."  This  change  of  management 
and  of  title  arose  from  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  formation  of  Xewing- 
ton  and  Stepney  into  /wc/.s/cx  (in  1712  and  1722,  respectively)  with 
power  to  regulate  their  own  meeting  houses  and  parish  affairs,  Wcthcrs- 
field  proper  ceased  to  manage  the  meeting  house  and  church  nnitters  of 
the  remaining  section  of  the  townshi]),  which,  by  force  of  circumstances 
had  become  a  parish  by  itself.  Or,  rather,  the  old  ])arish,  which  for- 
merly embraced  the  whole  original  territory  of  Wethersfield,  was  now 
BO  narrowed  as  to  its  limits,  that  it  only  (Mubraced  the  residue  of  that 
territory  east  of  Xewington  and  north  of  Stepney  parishes.  Thereafter 
the  old  parish  assumed  the  name  of  the  First  Society,  and,  as  such, 
took  charge  and  control  of  the  meeting  house  which  had  previously  been 
the  charge  of  the  whole  town. 

"SabbatJi  Day  Houses,"  (n-  "Xoun-Daij  Houses." — These  were  small 
wooden  buildings,  of  one  or  two  rooms  each,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  meeting  house,  in  which  those  living  at  a  distance  from 
the  jdaco  of  worship,  might  stay  during  the  "noon  hour"  (the  interval 
between  services),  on  Sabbath  days,  and  enjoy  a  dinner,  cooked  then 
and   there,   and   the  comfort   of   a   fire.      I'sually   one  or   two   families 
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were  accoiiiiiiodiited  in  each.  This  was  a  very  great  neees.sity,  when 
we  consider  the  distaiu-es  whieh  some  of  these  ehureli-i^uers  liad  to  travel 
in  order  to  attend  the  Suudiiy  services,  especially  in  winter  or  incle- 
ment weather.  Whctlirr  such  '"honses  of  refuue"  existed  in  Wetliers- 
Held,  W(!  know  not  from  tlic  rccdrds;  hut,  as  they  were  eoinmoidy 
found  in  all  Xi'W  ]Mii;land  town>  at  that  early  period,  it  is  pruhalile 
tliat  this  t<iwn  was  not  hehind  others  in  this  iirovision  for  the  CdUi- 
fort  of  wor.-hippei's — many  of  whom,  also,  were  uiidouhte(lly  made 
('omfortal)le  "hotweiMi  services"  at  the  homes  of  tlieir  relatix'es  and 
frien<ls  in  the  village. 

I'hc  Fuuiili  Mccliiii/  I/oiisr. — Ar  a  meeting  of  the  First  Society, 
17th  of  Decemher,  175:],  the  suhject  of  huilding  a  new  edihce  was 
broached,  hut  adversely  deleiniined.  Two  year>  later,  howevei'  (  \~'>'>), 
it  was  voted  to  "patch  and  not  reshingle"  the  roef ;  and  hy  January, 
17(10,  the  huilding  heing  rlu-n  7.")  years  old.  and  evidently  heynnd 
utiy  satisfactory  repair,  a  committee,  viz.,  ('nl.  Juhn  (Chester,  Col.  Fli/.ur 
Goodrich  and  ('a[il.  Thomas  Welles,  was  chosen  ai:d  in<tructeil  to  enui- 
Dieiice  the  erection  (d"  a  new  mie.  This  c<iuimittee  decided,  that  tho 
new  huihling  should  he  cuiist  ructe(l  of  hrick,  and  shuuhl  not  I'xceed 
52  feet  in  hreadlli.  and  M»  feet  in  length,  out.'ide  measurement  ;  and 
that  it  should  he  located  "within  4  rods  Xortheastward  of  the  jdace 
where  the  present  one  stamls."  To  elTect  thi,■^,  it  hecanu*  necessary 
to  purchase  the  home  lot  of  l.icnit.  dames  ^Mitchell,  at  the  cost  of  £<'>0. 
In  l)<>cend)er  of  the  same  year,  it  was  decided  to  have  a  "porch,"  at 
th(^  end  opposite  to  the  steeple,  and  that  the  gallery  stairs  should  go 
up  in  the  steeple  and  porch,  and  unt  in  the  hody  of  the  house,  "so  that 
the  congregation  may  not  he  inleiTuiited  hy  such  as  go  into  the  galleries 
in  time  of  worship,  and  that  there  may  he  more  room  in  The  hnuse."' 
In  August  the  conunittee  wei'c  autlmrizcd  to  raise  so  much  money,  as 
with  the  rates  of  ]0(/.  per  p(umd  which  had  heeu  already  vot(Ml.  would 
furnish  the  hrick-work,  floor,  gallery,  roof-tiinhers  and  roof-covering. 
A  third  tax  of  lOJ.  per  pound  was  now  laid,  Kith  of  Se])teml)er,  1701, 
aiul  a  similar  one  in  l)eceud)er.  In  March,  1711:.',  a  new  rate  of  2s,  7(1, 
was  laid  in  lieu  of  the  third  ami  fourth  l"'/  rati's;  and  the  conunittee 
had  also  horrowed  £.")0  in  ^.'cw  V(n'k.  In  Decemher,  17G2,  such  of  the 
material  of  the  old  huilding  as  was  untit  for  use  in  the  construction 
of  the  new,  was  ordered  to  he  sidd.  Tn  ^larch,  17<):;,  another  lOJ  rate 
was  laid  throughout  the  parish,  and  in  August  one  of  He/  per  ])ound; 
ap])aivntly  this  was  the  last  one  laid.  Those  lOd  rates  were  equivalent 
to  two  cents  and  four  juills  to  the  <lollar  of  our  modern  currency;  hut 
as  we  have  no  lists  of  estates  fmni  which  to  compute,  we  can  not   tidl 
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how  imicli  \v;ls  thus  raised  \>y  taxalinn;  l>ut  wo  know  that  an  additional 
sum  was  raised  hy  snii,-eri])ti<in.  At  all  evt'iits,  the  tax  hecanic  very 
hurdensonie  to  the  parish,  an<l  h\il  for  the  staple  er«>[i  of  the  Town 
(onions),  wliieli  was  allowed  to  he  reeeivcd  in  ])aynient  for  taxes,  would 
have  heen  still  more  liurdensome.  The  Soi-iely  accepted  onions,  ther(>- 
fore,  at  -'iiJ  per  hunch  (a  rope),  provide(l  ihiy  were  well  cnre<l  ;  and 
they  were  taken  "at  the  risk  of  the  Society,"  when  shipped  on  hoard 
Elias  Williams'  vessel,  at  T'oeky  Hill,  hy  order  of  Coloiul  Chester, 
who  seems  to  have  heen  the  head  and  front  of  the  huildiuii'  o|)erations. 
ile  was,  at  this  time,  r)S  years  of  aiic,  an  active  hnsiue>s  man  and  of 
rare  good  judgment  ;  he  was  the  father  of  Col.  John  Chester,  Jr.,  of 
Ttovolutionary  fame.  His  colleague,  ( 'ol.  l']li/ur  (ioodrich  was  ahoiit 
G7  voars  of  age,  the  son  of  Col.  David  (ioodrich,  and  lil^e  his  father  a 
vetcvan  othcer  of  the  French  Wars.  He  was  also  the  maker  (ITOO),  of 
the  hrick  used  in  the  hnilding  of  this  new  meeting  honso,  the  corner  stone 
of  which  was  laid  .May  lUli,  17t)l.     See  Apixiidtx  X. 

It  was  completed  and  occupied  in  ITiil,  and  the  seating  committee 
was  instructed  to  allow  men  and  women  to  sit  together;  widows,  how- 
ever, were  to  he  seated  accordiiii;-  to  the  judgment  of  the  connnitlee; 
and  single  pv;-.-..us  v,\re  allowed  to  '■choo>e  their  r.;  at  mates."  ^'oui:g 
men  of  l'O  and  young  women  of  IS  years  of  age  were  allowetl  to  l>c 
seated  hy  the  committee,  whose  doings  were  not  altogether  satisfactory, 
as  several  committees  were  discharged  and  new  one^  ai)]»ointed,  until, 
at  length,  quiet   reigned. 

This  editice  (with  certain  additions  and  im])rovements  of  more 
modern  times),  is  the  same  still  in  use  as  the  house  of  worship  of  the 
First  Congr(>gational  Church.  In  its  day.  it  was,  without  douht  the 
finest  church  editice  in  Xew  Fnghind,  outside  of  '■P.o.-ton-town"  :  and 
regarded  hy  the  then  inhahitants  of  the  township,  as  that  Tory  historian 
of  Connecticut,  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  malicion.sly  remarks  as  "vastly 
larger  than  Solomon's  Temple."  Even  now  it  is  a  source  of  pride  to 
every  son  and  daughter  of  Wethersfield. 

The  imj)rovenients  ahove  n-ferred  to  have  ke])t  pace  witli  the  advance 
of  the  times.  'J'hus,  in  1771,  a  VKihliinnj  red  was  attached  to  the  hnild- 
ing, and  it  was  voted  to  "cohir"  the  roof  and  steeple.  Coincident  with 
the  erection  of  a  new  meeting  house,  the  snhject  (jf  a  )\pw  hell  was 
agitated.  The  Society's  intention  was  to  have  a  larger  hell  than  that 
used  in  the  old  meeting  house;  hut  tlu'  expense  of  the  new  meeting 
house  had  nnide  the  taxes  vei-v  heavy  for  those  days,  so  the  old  h(dl  was 
put  up  in  the  new  steeple.  Then  cauH>  the  death  (1771),  of  (\iloiiel 
Chester,   who  had  heen   foremo.-t   in  the  matter,   hut   whose  estate  was 
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found  to  be  somevliat  invMlvti!  Uy  rrasoii  of  his  uiulortakings  for  the 
Church;  and  tinally  came  the  War  oi'  tlio  licv(iluti<^^iii  ^vhi(•h  took  most  of 
the  active  iiieii  away,  fm-  .-evcral  succe.-sive  yi'ar-,  ami  yet  ainid.-t  all 
these  delays,  aud  trials,  they  fi>rgt)t  not  their  beloved  meeting  house, 
nor  the  bell.  A?  S'rion  as  pnlilic  affairs  began  to  brighten  a  little  (' 17S2), 
we  liiid,  frnin  tlm  Society  remrds,  that  they  were  still  idlt.-nui  bell, 
and  in  March,  17>},  it  was  voted  tu  have  a  new  "Engli-h  bdl  of  at  lea<t 
1200  wt.,"  together  with  a  ■■gi>i'd  chjrlr,  vt.[Ui\\  to  that  now  in  Farming- 
ton  Old  Society,  with  three  faces.""  A  tax  was  voted  to  jKiy  for  it,  of 
''2  and  one-qnarrer  bunche^  r.f  onions  to  the  |)ound  on  the  J.i-t  tjf  17s-"5""; 
and  ^Ir.  .To-e].li  (brother  of  Gen.  S.  1!.)  AVebb  took  the  contract.  This 
bell  was  to  have  cast  upon  it,  the  leg(Mid  ".lohn  Chester,  ITtil,""  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  valuable  gratuitous  services  to  the  Society,  in 
sujierintending  the  erection  of  the  chtirch,  etc.  This  bell  must  have 
been  put  into  place  in  the  winter  of  17^*1,  as  in  February  of  that  year, 
a  Society  vote  was  ])a<sed  to  "rai.<:r  ilic  bcU ,"  and  al^x  blinds  to  the 
windows.  The  new  bell  weighed  dver  l-'ill  ]iunnds  not,  in>icad  of  1200 
pounds,  and  another  tax  was  laid  on  the  List  of  17>t;,  to  re-cou])  Mr. 
Webb,  whose  good  name  ha<l  suil'ered  somewhat  by  the  incivase  of  size, 
and  '^eii-e'O'f-'if  oi'-reased  cost,  It  is  a  nutttcv  of  tradition  that  wlieu 
tliis  bell  was  brought  from  Xew  Haven,  its  progress  was  heralded  and 
it  was  rtmg  in  every  town  thr(Oi:L;h  which  it  ]iasse<l.  A^  to  the  rlorlr, 
it  Avas  put  in  place  in  1791  and  was  not  accepted  until  a  fornuil  report 
had  been  made,  at  the  Society's  request,  by  ^[r.  Daniel  ]-owrey,  as 
an  expert,  that  it  was  "good,  stmng  aud  well  constructed,  and  fidly 
eqnal  to  that  in  Farmington  Society."- — Soclrfu  llccs.  It  is  very  evident 
that  Wetherstield  folks  were  determined  not  to  be  behind  any  neigh- 
boring towns  in  the  County,  as  to  tluur  church  and  its  equijnnents. 

In  1S:}S,  a  general  renovation  and  re-arrangement  of  the  meeting 
house  interior  was  effecte<l.  at  a  cost  of  $l,;j.")4.r)0,  which  is  thus  briefly, 
but  exactly  described  in  the  following  document,  found  (with  several 
newspapers  of  the  date  of  Septendier.  ls:]s),  un<ler  the  jmljiit.  wln-n  the 
latter  wa.-  taken  down  in  November,  1S82.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
Judge  ^lartin  Welles: 

''To  those  persons  who  shall  ivad  this  Document  in  after  years:  De 
it  Known,  that  this  Chuch  was  erected  in  1701,  with  Pews.  That  the 
Pews  i:  all  the  seats  in  the  Gallery,  tSc  the  Pulpit  were  taken  down  in 
1S3S  &  the  front  Gallery  removed  back  Flight  feet:  the  wdiole  floor 
of  the  Ibni^e  raised  up  2i  feet.  This  Pulpit  was  then  erected;  new- 
slips  were  made,  both  above  A:  below;  the  front  door  I'aised  up  15 
inches. 
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"The   C'oiuiiiittec   uiidcr    wli.isc    Sii]uTiiil('ii(lciici'    it    Wiis   clone    wore 

.Martin  Welles 
Wintliro])    linek 
Chester   Ihilkley 

"Tlie  Contractors  hy  whom  tl\e  work  was  done  were  Thnnias  Havens, 
Win.  A.  Jluveiis,  Jliraiii  Havens  \-  W  1  William,  .Ir.]  Adams.  Tlic 
whole  was  done  \-  paid  t'l.r  liy  Sid.-eript  imi.  The  i'astnrs  of  the  Churcli 
were  Caleh  .1.  Teiiiiey  and  Jiohert  So\ithgale.'' 

We  nniy  add  that  the  renovated  chureh  edifiee  was  newly  furnished 
by  the  donation  of  "a  sph-ndid  liihhs"  and,  hy  the  Ladies"'  with  a  new 
carpet. 

A  "porllco"  over  the  sonth  iloor  was  built  within  the  last  fifty 
years  throniih  the  lienerosity  of  Mr.  Chester  Dnlkl.y.  W'uidutr  hini'ls 
were  furnished  only  as  late  as  iSi'T,  and  then  oidy  for  thnse  in  the 
gallery. 

The  introduetidii  ^f  shn-cs.  dates  from  ISl'l',  one  at  eaeh  end  of 
the  building,  set  up  at  the  expense  of  certain  subscribers;  but  the  use 
of  "foot-stoves"  cniitinued  for  some  time  thereafter,  until  the  fiiniiic-.'^ 
were  set  in  the  basement.  In  l^oS,  as  we  have  already  >een,  the  pn^seul 
slips  replaee<i  liie  olii  fashioned  high  pews,  whicii  were  convi'ried  iiitu  a 
fence,  which  stood,  fhouuh  much  dila]iidated,  in  front  of  the  home- 
stead, late  of  heirs  of  llev.  .lohn  Mar.-^h.  The  old  iniJpll  was  removed 
to  the  old  Conference  Jbnise,  but  is  n^w  .-lored  in  one  of  the  gallery 
approaches  of  the  church;  a  platfm-m  and  jmlpit  hein:;-  ^ub^lituted,  of 
more  modern  style.  With  it  went  the  old  s<)ini(lin;/-li(i((nl .  who.se  re- 
moval had  l)een  attenqitcMl,  as  eai'ly  as  IS:)],  by  some  young  villagers, 
who,  one  night,  hitched  a  rope  to  it,  at  the  other  eu<l  of  which  a  horse 
was  attached.  ];nt  all  the  horse's  licst  pulling  failed  to  dislodge  it  from 
its  attaehments.     In  1875,  this  hrU  of  1781  was  replaced  by  a  new  one.' 

1  A  crack  in  tlic  1h1!  which  liad  pxIsIcmI  for  Mn-(M:il  ycins  picvioii-,  wilhmil  serious 
impairment  of  loiip,  suddenly  increased  in  the  summer  of  IST.J.  iukI  wliih'  riii^'in;,' 
for  .Sunday  afternoon  service,  August  -iSlh.  a  hir^'e  traj;inent,  wei^^'hinu'  a  dozen 
pounds,  fell  out.  On  llie  .'iOtli,  a  hu'gc  part  of  tiie  conyre;:alion  met  at  the  front  of 
the  nicctinj;-houso  to  pay  tlieir  respects  to  the  .depart inj;?  old  friend.  Its  history  and 
that  of  the  congregation  was  given  by  the  pastor,  P.ev.  A.  V.  .Vdaiiis,  a  poem  on  •The 
Old  Bell,"  by  a  lady  of  the  parish  was  read  by  Kev.  \Vm.  W.  .\n<lr(  \vs,  then  a  clos 
ing  paper  and  the  Doxology — and  the  old  bell  was  gone.  On  Fridiiy.  .">  Xov.,  1S7.'), 
the  ohl  bell,  renewed  and  enlarged,  and  weighing  2000  ])ounds,  was  raided  to  its  place 
in  the  belfry,  and  rung  in  the  evening  to  call  the  people  to  a  sermon  in  the  Lliaiud, 
at  which  a  short  sketch  was  given  by  the  pastor  of  many  of  the  celebrated  bells  of 
the  world;  the  congregation  .sang,  the  Ixll  was  rung,  and  everybody  was  happy.  The 
dilTerenee  between  the  cost  of  the  old  and  new  bell  (about  .$400)  was  paid  by  in- 
dividxial   subscription. 
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In  1SS2-3,  tlurc  \v:is  a  still  more  dcc-ided  rciiovation  of  the  climx-li's 
intoriov,  as  well  as  considcrahle  change  in  exterior,  although  at  a  sacri- 
fice of  some  ot'  its  most  iiiterestiiiir  features.  New  seats,  arrayed  in 
a  .-cmi-ciri-ular  ampliitlieatrie  form,  were  supplied,  while  staiiiod  glass 
windows  reidaeed  the  old  ,-iiiall-jpaned  ones.  The  galleries  on  the  east  and 
west  sides  were  replaced  \>y  new  onese.  Tlu'  south  gallei'v  was  tahen  down 
and  a  new  one  erected  in  an  addition  Imili  on  to  the  north  side,  and  n<ed 
as  an  organdoft  ami  (dioir  gallerv.  'I'hese  changes  were  nuule  at  a 
cost  (d'  $1  (;,()()().  Klectrie  lights  have  recently  l)eeu  installed  in  the 
editice,  through   the  iicnerosity  of  Mr.   Henry   Duck. 

Jn  iNU.'j,  it  was  projxised  To  kee[)  Imhlcrx  at  the  meeting  house,  for 
use  in  case  of  tire.  Th(>  Sti>cl,-s  and  WJii iipimi-l'o.^l  formerly  stood  ahoul 
two  rods  northwesterly  of  the  inceting  liouse,  where  the  present 
]>ulletiud)oard  stands.  The  following  signiticent  vot*-  of  the  Society 
appears  un<ler  date  of  L';',rd  of  Decendiei-,  IboO:  ''All  pers(Uis  who  have 
made  use  of  toluieco  the  ])re?ent  season  during  the  time  they  have 
occupied  their  slips,  he  requested  to  cleanse  the  same  at  the  time  they 
leave  them." 

'Jlir  "Coiifcrriirr  House."  or  "Vcsirij."  or  "Chapel." — Adjoining 
the  present  church  edifice,  on  the  north.,  a  p-lot  of  giound,  partly 
land  of  \'\\c  Viva  Ki  elolii.-i  ical  Society  ami  partly  of  the  "Ihii'ving 
Ground  l.ane,"  has  heen  occn])ie(l  hy  a  building  variously  known  hy 
the  ahove  names.  J<]arly  in  the  ]iresent  ei'ntury,  ]Jeacon  Timothy  Still- 
imin  had  constructed,  at  hi>  own  rxiieiise,  and  on  his  own  land 
west  side  of  High  Street,  within  a  few  I'ods  of  the  late  Dr.  \Varncr'.s 
a  building,  called  "'J'he  ("onfeVence  House,''  in  which  ndigious 
services  were  (jccasiomilly  held.  It  was  a  frame  building  of  one  story, 
ca])al)le  of  seating  about  :?(>()  ]K'ople;  was  well  and  substantially  built, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  good  Deacon,  who  had  lost  his  only  son,  a  [)rom- 
ising  young  nuui,  intended  \\\\>  as  a  memorial  gift  to  the  church  of 
which  he  was  an  officer.  At  a  meeting  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
Society,  .lanuary  li\  ls;]l.  ir  was  voted,  "that  the  owners  of  the  Con- 
ference ]Iouse,  have  permission  to  •■emo\('  the  same  on  to  the  land  of  this 
Society,  near  the  meeting  house;  the  jilace  to  be  fixed  by  the  Society \s 
Conunittee;  the  ])roperty  in  said  house  to  remain  fixed  as  it  now  is.'' 
On  the  22nd  (d'  saiiie  month,  the  Society  voted  to  '"lease  to  tlie  Trustees 
of  the  J'reslii/leridii  [  Congregat  ional  |  Church,  |  being  the  Pastor  and 
Deacon]  and  to  their  succosors,"  a  piece  of  land  to  set  the  building  in 
question  ujxiu.  The  land  was  to  adjoin  the  church  on  the  north,  and 
''f<u'  such  teiin  of  time  as  they  shall  agree  upon  for  the  use  of  said 
Church."     Under  this  license,  so  to  speak,  the  Iniihling  was  removed  to 
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tlu'  .^I'lit  iissiiiiu'i]  ti.  it,  and  ^d  placccl  as  to  occupy  nearly  the  whole 
breadth  of  "liuryinu-'^'ard  ],anc.""  A  hrick  hascnieut  (nmstly  ahovc 
grouiidj  wa.s  built  for  il,  an<l  it  hccamo  the  stated  Chai)el  and  Sunday 
school  room  of  the  church.  For  some  years,  private  school  \vas  kept 
in  the  baseuKMit  story.  In  a  part  (if  the  same,  partitiuncd  oil  for  the 
purpiisc,  fire  enuine  •'Neptune,  X".  I"  (  formerly  of  JIartford),  was 
housed,  al-^n,  the  lirnisr.  wliieh  had  hefu  pnicured  in  ISOO.  The  latter, 
as  well  as  the  did  tire  cni^ine.  lui'l  ]n\-\ii>usly  been  accommodated  in  a 
separate  buildini;-  on  the  same  pint,  built,  or  authorized  to  be  litiilt,  by 
the  I''ir>t  Society,  in  1S02.  On  the  second  (or  original)  fir.-t  tlonr  <if 
the  buildiufi',  reliiiinus  services,  and  the  Sunday  school  were  held. 
The  desk  was  the  oriiiinal  ]iul]'it  of  the  meetinp,-  house  of  1701,  from 
which  it   was  taken  at   the  renovation  of  1>.'')^'. 

In  ISTi',  the  old  chapel  wa-  removed  to  land  of  the  late  Kbenezer  G. 
Havens,  its  purchaser,  where  it  was  occupied  by  him,  adjoining 
his  dwelling;-  hous(\  It  was  reiilace<l  by  a  brick  structure,  built  l)y 
snbscrijition,  and  occuined  for  same  ]iurpo>es  as  its  jn-edecessor,  an'l 
also  furni.-liini;-  accommodation  to  the  WethersHeld  Society  J.ibrary 
(including  the  llo-e  l-ibrary  ).  orrraniz -li  in  I'st'iu.  A  separate  building 
contains  the  hearse  (the  third,  or  foiu'th  in  order);  and  the  cdd  fire 
engine  is     among  iln'  iinui:-  that  ^^x•re." 

Mii.sic- — Something  may  be  .-aid  as  to  the  mu>ic  in  '"vogue,"  from 
time  to  time,  in  this  old  church.  Up  to  1771,  as  it  a'ppears,  it  was  the 
custom  to  "line  the  Psalms,"  /.  c,  the  precentor,  or  leader,  read  one  or 
two  lines  at  a  time,  for  the  singer^  to  follow.  Dut,  in  that  year,  the 
Society  voted  to  discontinue  "the  ]ire-ent  method  of  reading  the  psalm 
line  by  line."  Coloiud  C'boter,  Deacon  ]^Iay  and  IMr.  Silas  Deane  were 
designated  to  arrange  the  stations  of  those  "that  carry  on  the  princijial 
part  of  the  sii\ging."  .Tohn  ('he>ter,  Jr..  Xathaniel  Goodrich  and  others 
named  were  "desired  to  lead  in  .-inuing  the  psalms."  The  j)erson  who 
instructed  in  singing  was  called,  in  l7.'^il,  and  for  some  time  afterward, 
the  "Singing  Master";  but  in  17'.''.*  and  again  in  ISoG,  he  is  called  the 
"toiicher  of  Psalmody."  I'niil  recently,  no  instrumental  music  was 
afTorde<l,  excepting  occasiomiUy,  one  or  two  stringed  or  wind  instru- 
ments ,  in  the  witling,  but  not  over-.~killftil  hands  of  local  nuislcians; 
and  later  came  that  distressing  bellows-apparatus  known  as  a  melodeon. 
On  April  2.jth,  ISO!),  an  organ  was  first  used  in  the  church. 

Ihdcs,  Covcnanls.  Phil for)ii-^.  rfc. — Of  these  aids  to  church  gov- 
ermnent,  as  connected  with  this  venerable  church,  we  have  but  few 
available  sources  of  information.     There  have  been  times  in  its  history, 
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when  the  ('liurcli  it>clf  did  iint  know  wlictlicr  to  call  il-.clf  of  tlic  Pres- 
byterian or  of  the  C'oiii;-rciiiitional  order;  and  there  have  lieen  intervals 
v>\iv\\  the  one  title  was  clian^cd  for  the  other.  In  l^^il,  Mr.  Sauuiel 
Galpin,  Clerk  of  tli(>  Society,  recordinu  a  \ote  of  the  meetin:;-,  mentions 
the  jia-tor  and  dcai'ous  as  the  trusiccs  of  the  " /'rrshj/lrridn  ('hnrch." 
Ihit,  afterwards,  and  api'arently  in  another  han<l,  the  words  "'or  ('iiinjrc- 
qat'ioudl"  were  inserted  after  \\\v  \\di'd  "  i're-^hytei'ian.""  A  pre-hytery, 
in  tlio  sense  oi  the  ( 'anihriduc  IMalforni  of  l(;4"^,  was  aiJparoiitlv  rec- 
ognized, Imt  in  no  hroader  sense.  A  '"J^nlinj;-  Ehler"'  was,  iov  a  long 
time,  one  of  the  .staled  otlicers  (d'  the  ('hnreh:  an<l  one  t>i  them  in  partic- 
ular, ^Ir.  ('lenieiil  Chaplin  (whose  term  f>f  otfice  hei^aii  as  eaidy  as 
ICSC)),  was  prohahly  the  cause  of  more  discord  in  the  ])arish  than  any 
'other  one  ]ierson.  lie  ap])ears  to  have  heeii  otHcdons  an<l  intei'meildlini^ 
both  in  matters  ec<de>ia-rical  and  civic;  and  liavini;-  lari^v  landecl  pos- 
sessions, got  int<i  many  private  controversies  with  hi.-  fidlow  towns- 
'peO]>Ie.  His  domineering  ^pirit  and  his  wealth  >eem  to  have  ai\(n  him 
'quite  an  nndne  intlnence,  which  was  not  cxercdsed  for  the  ucod  or 
peace  of  the  connnnnity.  Perha]!.-,  s>imewhat  of  his  malign  inthiencc 
'liiTgered  along  in  Welher.-lield,  to  the  discreilit  of  the  otlice  itself — 
Vliieli,  indeed,  seems  to  have  hei'ii  a  sort  (d"  "■nfth  wlieel"  in  \\\o  ecclesi- 
'astical  chariot — for,  in  fTT-"),  the  So-dety  forni.ill\  a<io[iied  a  rule,  reidt- 
■iitg  that:  "W'lirrras,  divers  are  id"  o])inion,  that  there  is  af-o  the  oilico 
'of  liuling  ]-"lders,  who  hthur  iiol  nt  irurd  (iiii!  doctniu  ;  and  others  think 
'dtherwise — we  agree   that    this   dilference   make   no   hreat-h   among  u-." 

^Tlie  attitude  of  this  Society  toward  the  Sayhrook  riatform  of  170s!, 
is  cvidoit  from  the  only  recordi'd  vote,  ])asse(l  Decendier  1,  \~~'-)  (after 

'having  listened  to  the  i-eading  of  the  certiticate  of  rhe  South  Association 
of -Hartford,  as  to  the  (pialitications  (if  the  llev.  Jfihn  ^larsh,  for  the 

-ininisfry),  as  follows;  "This  Soidety,  in  proceeding  to  the  settlement 
of' a  minister,  will  attend  to  the  directions  given  hy  the  Great  Head  of 

'the  Chnreh,   in  the  Sacred   Scriptures,    iriiliuiit   rcfrrciire   to  Sayhraolc 

'Platform,  or  agreement  so  called."  J'n^sident  Stiles  says  of  this  plat- 
form that  it  Sought  \o  introduce  "a  triumvirate  Pi-eshyterv  in  each 
congregation,"   Imt    that    "the   authority   id'   sncdi    jiveshytery   was   con- 

■■fined  to  such  cdinndu's  as  received  it — ( Canrciiliuii  Srrmnn.  pp.  (1.'),  00). 

As  to  its  Confe.^sion  of  Faith,  tlu'  rule  adopted  in  177:5  was  exceed- 
ingly liheral.  The  Si'ciety  said,  hy  its  voti',  "we  esteem  it  suflicicnt 
that  a  church  acknowledge  the  Scri])tnres  to  he  the  Word  of  God,  the  per- 
fect and  only  liule  of  Faith  and  Practice,  and  own  the  doctrinal  part 
of  those  connuouly  called  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  Fngland  ;  or 
the    Confessions,    or    Catechisms,    shorter   oi-    larger,    compiled    hy    the 
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Assciiiltly  at  \\'r.-f  iiiiii,-tcr ;  cv  llu-  Cunfrssion  :);:;rcc(l  on  at  the  Savoy, 
to  l)c  aiii-ccaltlc  tn  the  said   IJuIc." 

The  rules,  I'roiii  whieh  wf  have  ([Uotcd,  were  drawn  np  l)y  thi^  th(ni 
prejMJsed  new  jiastoi',  Kcn'.  -Inhu  .Mar-h,  ihcn  'M  years  oM  ;  Thomas 
]icl(lin^',  a  f^Taiuhson  of  lu'v.  Stei)lien  ^lix,  ahoiit  41  years  old;  Silas 
Deane,  C'onnnissioner  to  France,  then  .'!()  years  old;  and  Stephen  Mix 
Mitchell,  tlieii  ri'cently  a  tntoi-  al  "\'ale,  IK)  years  old  at  this  time,  and 
gnhscMjiiently  I'nitcd  States  SenaiMi-  and  ('hi(f  dnstice  (d'  the  Snjiremo 
Conrt  of  this  State.  These  i;cnflemen  will  he  recognized  as  forming 
fi  stilViciently  \ii;orous  and  comjiefent  hody,  to  deal  with  the  (pie-rions 
involved,  and   their  ideas  .--eem  to  have  heen  adopted   without  ea\'ih 

AVe  have  used  the  history  ami  I'ecords  of  the  ohl  First  Society  in 
\Vethersli<dd,  as  illustrative  (d"  the  i;eneral  form  and  jn'ogress  of  eoek- 
siastical  di'velo]>ment  and  oi'uaui/ation.  A\'ith  the  history  of  its  min- 
istry, and  with  that  of  the  ministry  and  meeting;-  houses,  etc.,  of  the 
later  clmrches  which  lun'e  urown  u[)  within  the  hounds  of  Ancient 
Wctliersticld,  we  will  deal  in  another  an<l  more  appr()j)riate  place  in  this 
history. 

Tlie  J^drsniKitjc.  like  the  meetini;'  house,  was  the  property  of  the 
Town;  a:'.'!  it--  c"ii-truction.  and  repair,  a  eharac  upon  the  Town. 
Wo  ha\e  no  record  evidence  of  the  e.\isiene(^  of  .1  'i'own  parsona^o  in 
Wothersileld  prior  to  inc:'..  On  the  li^tli  of  July  of  that  year,  "At 
a  Towne  metting.  it  was  voated  and  agreed  that  ^I""  [.Tohn]  Tlollister 
and  Sm"  Uorman  shall  treat  with  ^K  Haines,  to  ohiaine  him  to  jtrench 
at  Woatherstleld  for  some  lime:  and  also  to  prouide  a  place  in  the 
Towne,  which  shal  he  sufeahle  for  him  for  his  refreshment,  upon  the 
Lord's  dayes,  and  also  at  other  times,  as  ocasions  shal  requier;  and  the 
said  Commity  to  make  returne  to  the  Towne  what  they  haue  done."  ' 

And,  at  Town  meeting  of  January  'ZO,  1i;(;;;-4,  the  committee's  rejiort 
was  received  and  their  action  confirmed.  They  had  purchased  from 
Thomas  Wright  and  his  son,  Joseph,  a  plot  oi  O]  acres,  lying  next  north 
of  the  Burying  Ground  T.aue.  Tu  exchange  for  this,  the  T<n\-n  gave 
to  the  Wrights,  or  rather  to  ,T(l^ellh  Wright,  the  ''towndot''  next  south  of 
what  has  since  heen  known  as  the  Silas  Deane  house.  On  it  stood  the 
old  'J'own  school  house,  and  a  dwelling — hoth  of  whieh  Wright  took  hy 
the  exchange;  and  (in  KiC.")  )  transferred  to  Hugh  Wcdls.  Tt  is  quite 
possihle  that  the  dwelling  house  referred  to  had  ju-eviously  heen  used 
as  a  }»arsonage;  and  that  it  was  originally  huilt  hy  AVilliam  Smith,  to 
whom,  the  Town  in  1G47,  had  given  the  land ;  btit,  at  what  time  the  Town 
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r('gaiiic(l  jii>-s(;>-i<in  i)t'  ilic  land  wliiili  they  tin;-,  in  Jt'pi">-"5  oxi-liauLT 'i  l""r 
tin-  W'riuhr  iir(.|i(-ri_v.  docs  imt  api'iMi'  mi  r'C"r.l.  Tlic  Ikpuic  '.'1  (.'i'Ui'iit 
C'liaplin,  till'  ■•llulin;:  J-iMiM-,'"  >tonil  u>-\\  n><v\\\  <■{  tin'  nld  .-i,-li'".l  1i..um'. 
and  hccaiiir  rlic  i.iM]icny  ui  M  r.  llcnrv  W.m.m.ii.  in  1  ('.''.n.  and  latn-  ..f  his 
son,  Captain  Sanund  Wclrnit.  I'lic  old  Wi-i-ht.  >>v  I'own  li-.n-c.  a<  it 
^vas  now  called,  did  not  Ioult  .-im-vc  it-  in'W  jiurpo-c,  fur.  in  Mandi. 
]r>(;0-7,  the  !Sil'cinii'n  wcrr-  cniiiowfrcd  t"  -'dl,  or  (■X(dian,u(\  "ihc  'J  "Wii 
Iion&o  and  Ikhk -l..t.'"  and  to  nhrain  a  suitable  <!\vrdiinp:  liou>c  "h<v  tin,' 
entcrlainnu'nt  of  a  niini-ti-r."  The  coniniiiTco.  (•oii>istin;:-  ol"  Kn-iijii 
AVilliain  Goodi-idi.  Sci'iivant  linLih  W'.-ll-  and  d.'hn  llilcy — n-ji.'i-i-d 
the  !^anl(•  iniuiTh,  that  thcv  had  avran-cd  with  Sairnfd  Hale.  Sit...  ro  .-x- 
phnn<i-c  the  d'own".-,  lot,  with  the  Iioii-.c  rln-n-on  (mxi  north  of  tin-  i-'>ad 
into  tlic  lini-yii!:;-  L'Ti'imd),  whii'h  lot  the  'J'own  had  oliraiiwil  l"i-"ni 
Jo>c]ih  Wriiihi.  Un-  said  "'ioddinan  Ilai.'"-""  Iumi-''  and  !"i.  1  h<'> 
lattf'V  was  next  north  ol'  the  Town"-  lot.  an<l  had  hccii  ]iiii-rha-f-d 
hy  ]lah',  in  H>>'>'<.  from  (iicuoiw  Wilirftnn.  who  lia-l  I>oni;hr  it  ffoin 
John  ]in>Mdl  and  witV,  that  ^ann-  yoaf.  It  w;i-  a  trad  of  fnui-  ai-rc-. 
oriiiinally  tin;  Kov.  Jlciiry  Snuth">  (who  had  live  acn-s)  ;  wlio-c  widow, 
Dorothy,  yir.  ]iii~-(d  ('fatlni  of  the  mini-li-r  I'f  tlio  >ainf  nainci.  had 
mavricd.  Jlalr  -iill  nwcd  W'iltcrton  t'."n  ..n  rla.  plai-c ;  and  ilii-  .-iini 
tlio  T.'.Vwi  a---nincd  as  ]")art  i.f  the  tcrni-'  •./  -■\riian;^i'.  .Mr.  Tlalo  ri-coivr'i 
his  pay.  in  full,  in  Ai)iil.  ]r,r,'.).—  \V,il,.  T.  ]''.'■.<.  \',,1.  I.  lun. 

The  IJev.  Cier-lnan  Dnlkley  was  the  lir.-t  occiquint  of  thi-  ]iar~i.inau-c. 
in  Xoveinhi'r.  1'''I7:  ami  hi>  colloamie.  lu-v.  Mr.  Stone,  was  allowed 
the  nse  of  the  ■■iiar-'>iiai:c  ^ras-dot"  hy  the  meadi>w  iiate. 

It  is  jn-idiahle  that  this  jiar.-onaue  wa.-  n^t  widl  -nitod  to  ^Ir.  Dnlk- 
loy's  "wants,  for.  in  lOTl,  or  earlier,  the  I'lAvn  hiri-d  from  l^iiehard, 
Treat,  a  dwellini:-  hoii>e  i^n  the  east  sid.e  .if  IJruad  street,  l.elnw  tin-  roa.l 
into  tlu'  Plain;  and  this  house  was  hirt  d.  fi'r  niini-ttr-"  ti.-e.  nniil 
1G7G,  or  later.'  A  foianal  ^■ote  was  pas.-e'l  to  hnild  "a  new  lio\ii<\  up. .n 
the  parsonai:e  ]ion;eli>t.'"  in  Xovendx-r,  liI7<'i."  In  L'ecendier.  l^Tr.  it 
was  voted  to  hnild  a  I'on)  ""hy  the  iini-  par.<ona,:re  ]n:nise"  ;  tint-  show- 
ing that  the  vote  to  huild  -mdi  a  Inmse  had  been  executed.  'l"he  wlnde 
Avas  enclosed  hy  a  fence,  in  lUsO.  In  Dceendier.  l<''i;)4.  the  hor..-e  had 
become  so  nntenantable  that  one  was  hireil,  temporarily;  and  a  i:eni-ral 
repairing  of  the  parsonage  house  was  ordered  "to  be  done  with  all  con- 
venient speed.""  ,  .       .•     -  I     .         ■ 


^  Wcthcrsftrld  Toa-n  Vulrs,  I.,  p.  124,  13S,  143. 
•Idem.,    149. 
'Idem.,  14.3. 
'Idem.,   152. 
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In  ^laivli,  lT.'!s-'.i,  tlic  paixniii^ic  was  miM  al  ptililic  aiicticii.  Hut  the 
other  laiiils  dt'  llic  Swciciy  hciu^-  iviitcil,  ilic  sale  iliil  in't  iiicliitlc  tin; 
liomc  Idi  licln)i:^iim  Id  !lic  [lar.-niiiinc  ;  i"V  thai  appear^  In  have  hrcii  ki-pt. 
until  I'idl,  when  it,  \vi;h  uicadnw  laiuls,  was  h-ascd  for  ()'.»!»  voars.  At 
ahout  the  time  of  ihi-  saU',  the  Society  was  llic  owner  of  ei^ht  separate? 
tracts  of  h>ii(l,  the  annual  iiieonie  from  whieh,  as  oi)(aine<l  Ia-  leasini^ 
to  the  highest  hiililei-,  was  ahour  i!^.").  at  tir.^t,  hut  gradually  inercasnl  to 
more  than  L'-J'tO.  'I'ho  iiicscnl  ]);irsonai:e,  _i;ivrn  to  ihc  r-hurch.  alxiut 
1838,  hy  .Mrs.  .Martha  Ihilkley,  is  situated  on  .Main  Street,  just  south  of 
the  lliyh  Seho,,l. 

77/r  linnj'nui  f/'/'o/'/i »/.— "•Locaie'l  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  pres- 
ent villai;c  of  W'ether.-lield,  and  directly  in  the  rear  (d'  the  oM  l-'irst 
("hurch  editice,  there  rises  ah<i\e  the  low  surrunndiiii:  I'oiintry,  to  an 
elevation  (d"  jierhap.--  twenty  feet,  a  nearly  cii'cidai'  sand  hill  in  rh.'  niid-l 
.  of  a  larii'e  tract  <d'  heavy  loam.  I'mof.-  ai-e  not  wanting  that  this  hid 
was  origimdly  a  hiirial-mouiid  of  the  alMjriiiines  of  the  c.>iiniry.  Tradi- 
tion also  tells  us  that,  hefore  the  advent  of  the  wldle  men,  the  ri\-er 
rose  to  an  unpreceilented  heiiihf,  foi'cinu'  the  local  iidia!ilta;it->  t'l  eneanip 
upon  iti^  sumniit  for  a  perie.il  nf  -excral  days,  suli'erin^-  meantime  mtich 
'■  inconvenience  from  a  lad;  of  food;  an.d,  from  hiMieeforth,  it  wa-^  kn^wn 
in  local  noineiiclai  me  a>  ""II  iiuuiy  11111"" — a  naui.  ri-,(W.,hl  ,.ilh  na  .iniiiL, 
to  this  day.  .\nd,  nowhere  in  New  Kmilaiid  can  a  moi-e  heauliful 
natural  location  he  fouml  for  the  infei-ment  <d'  lo\-ed   Iriends,  ci>mniand- 

;  iuii'  as  it  does  a  wondei'fnl  pro-p'-ct  of  the  ""(ireat  liiver,"  windini;-  for 
miles  throUi;h  it.s  fertile  meadow-,  v,  ith  the  u]dands  id'  (dastonhury  in 

jii  the  hacki^round.  Ilei'c,  near  the  little  lo^-  church,  tlu^  fathers  nf  the; 
town  wciv  laid  to  rest,  and.  today,  this  cemetery,  Aviih  it.s  suhsecpient 
pnlar>;'enients,  is  the  only  one  in  the  present  town.ship.''  (Prefnrc  fo 
"Wc  liters  field  Insrn  [it  lutis). 

As  prior  to  I's^l,  thei'e  was  no  lei^islation,  whatever,  in  Connoctieut, 
■  regardiiii;,'  the  Imrial  of  tla^  dead,  or  pro\idim:.-  a  place  of  .-i'|)ulcher 
for  them,  it  became  the  practice  r.f  the  re>pective  towns  to  set  apai't  a 
piece  of  £!,round  for  hurial  ]iurpo~e-;,  and  to  ]iermit  the  hurial  of  the  dead 
therein,  free  of  all  charge  for  the  around.  l"he  fee  of  the  land  I'emained 
in  the  town;  and  there  could  be  no  private  uwnershi]),  or  sale  of  "lots" 
in  the  hurial  ground.  After  the  fornnition  of  a  ])arish,  or  a  school 
society,  it  was  usual  for  such  parish  or  society  to  regulate  and  care  for 
such  hurial  gmuiuls  as  were  within  its  limits,  the  same  as  it  di<l  for 
its  meeting  houses,  jiarsonages,  etc. 

Thus,  in  AVethersfiejd,  the  ohl  hurial  ]dace  [we  iiuich  dislike  the 
modern   luimc  of  cemetery]    was  controlled   hy  the   Town,   until    ahout 
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17;i.'5,  wlioii,  ^\■itll(Ult  any  fdriual  vdtc  uixm  the  subjoct,  tlio  First  Eccle- 
siastical S<H'ifty,  hojian  to  take  charge  of  it,  as  of  other  ])arish  matters. 
And,  thcreafrcr,  when  lands  were  purchased  for  its  enlariioinent,  the 
deeds  were  niadi — to  the  Society,  anil  not  to  tlie  Town.  Xo  private  lots 
were  sold  within  it,  niitil  the  purchase  of  the  C'lapp  extension,  on  the 
east,  in  1853. 

Its  original  area  was  small,  ahutting  Westerly  upon  a  large  square 
(the  Green),  now  mostly  oeenpied  by  private  owners,  and,  easterly  upon 
the  Great  Meadow,  and  included  little  more  than  the  crown  of  tlie  hill 
before  referred  to,  and  its  eastern  slope.  When  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith 
recorded  his  homestead,  in  1((4S.  he  descrihed  it  as  '"bounded  south  by 
the  highway,  and  the  burying  ground."  Tlie  highway  in  question,  ex- 
tended along  the  ufirth  side  of  the  public  square,  which  then  e.xtended 
as  far  easterly  as  what  is  now  known  as  the  ^Larsh  place. 

In  1G80,  some  confusion  liaving  arisen  in  conse([uence  of  the  Town 
having  sold  buihling-lots  from  this  ])ublic  square,  the  Townsmen  were 
empowered,  with  Lt.  Sammd  Steele,  "to  lay  out  the  way  to  the  Burying 
place,  leaving  Sam.  Smith  and  the  rest  of  the  proprietors  their  due, 
and  Mcli.,  IGSl,  they  reported  that  they  had  done  so — making  a  high- 
way 1|  rod  wide,  on  the  S.  side  of  Zaehary  Searxiti'a  [Seymour's] 
lot  having  first  laid  out  ]  an  acre  to  said  Seymour,"  and  also  ''measured 
Sam.  Smith's  lot  and  tinding  for  him  1  rood  and  upwards  of  land." 
Smith's  lot  lay  wS.  of  the  highway.  In  Decend)er  of  same  year  they 
negotiated  with  ]\Ir.  Xath'l  Borman  (whose  land  adjoined  the  Burying 
place  on  the  X.),  for  a  piece  witli  which  to  make  further  enlargement 
— but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  enlargement  was  then  made.  But, 
in  1683,  a  committee  was  ai)])ointed  "to  search  for  and  lay  out  the  com- 
mon Burying  place — the  l)Ounds  of  which  were  evidently  in  contro- 
versy." In  Uecember,  16S4-,  the  same  committee  (Lieut.  Sam'l  Steele, 
Ens.  Sam'l  Wright  and  Sgt.  John  Bobbins)  were  empowered  to  purchase 
land  from  X'ath'l  Borman  (not  to  be  confounded  with  Xath'l  Board- 
man),  and  by  that  purchase  they  established  the  bounds  of  the  Burying 
place  to  be  7  rods  wide  and  23']  rods  long.'  In  1726,  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  further  enlargement,  by  purchase  of  three  parcels  of  land 
from  Wm.  Xott  and  Lt.  Martin  Kellogg,  all  having  been  originally 
part  of  the  Public  Green.  In  1730,  the  Town  attempted  to  enlarge  the 
Burying  grotind  on  the  westerly  side  by  purchase  from  Xath'l  Bum- 
ham,  at  that  time  owner  of  the  Sam'l  Wyllys'  place  (present  ^larsh 
place),  but  no  deal  was  effected.    Between  1733,  and  '30,  however,  by  an 
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exchange  with  ^[r.  B.  and  certain  re-ad justnients  of  fences  with  ad- 
joining owners,  on  the  X.  side  (in  consideration  of  which  the  Society 
agreed  to  maintain  road  fences)  the  area  of  the  Burying  phice  was 
much  increased. 

In  1757,  it  was  voted  tliat  all  apples,  herhage,  etc.,  in  the  Burying 
ground  should  be  the  perquisite  of  Stephen  Wright,  so  long  as  he  ring-s 
the  hell  and  keeps  the  cattle  off  the  Burying  ground.  lie  held  the 
position  as  late  as  1775,  and  received  £10.  wages.  In  1784,  Samuel 
May  performed  this  duty,  at  £12  per  annum,  and  in  1795,  Wait 
Groodrich  was  the  Sexton  and  got  £15.     (First  Eccl.  Soc.  Minutes.) 

Again,  in  17G0,  the  ground  was  increased  on  its  west  side,  bringing 
the  burial  line  nearly  up  to  the  foundations  of  the  present  church 
edifice,  whose  corner  stone  was  laid  0  ^Eay,  17G1.  In  1853,  the  First 
School  Society,  into  whose  hands  the  care  of  the  property  had  passed, 
purchased  over  I5  acres  on  the  east  side — forming  what  is  known  as 
the  "Clapp  Extension,"  hut  the  last  and  largest  addition  to  its  area 
was  in  18S1,  when  2  acres  on  south  side  were  sold  by  the  heirs  of 
Rev.  John  3Iarsh.  The  earliest  stone  extant  in  the  ground  is  that  of 
Leonard  Chester,  IGlrS,  though  there  had  been  several  burials  previous 
to  his ;  and  the-  unl  v  two  other  remaining  stones  erected  prior  to  1700, 
are  also  of  the  same  family,  viz.:  those  of  Capt.  John  Chester,  1697, 
and  Mi-s.  Sarah  Chestex",  1G98. 

The  Sunday  School  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Wethers- 
field,  was  commenced  in  1817,  but  until  1823,  was  closed 
during  the  coldest  weather,  since  which  time  continiious  ses- 
sions have  been  held.  From  its  annual  report,  in  May,  1825, 
and  signed  by  Rev.  Caleb  J.  Tenney,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  scholars  during  the  year  was  173,  the  number  remaining  in 
the  .school  at  end  of  year  108  ;  school  hours  from  1  to  2  p.  m.  In  1824, 
the  school  which  had  previously  been  under  charge  of  the  pastor,  came 
under  control,  as  Superintendent,  of  ^Ir.  Wm.  Guild,  then  a  teacher 
in  one  of  the  public  schools,  who  served  until  182S,and  was  succeeded  for 
a  year  by  !Mr.  Wni.  Kirby.  He,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  ]\Ir.  Eben- 
ezer  Stillman  mitil  1834,  and  he  by  !Mr.  Chester  Bulkley,  who  alone, 
or  with  an  assistant,  served  until  1848,  when  ^Ir.  Leonard  R.  Welles 
was  chosen  superintendent.  lie  was  followed  by  ^\r.  Wm.  Willard, 
imtil  1857,  by  !Mr.  Eli.sha  Johnson  until  1855,  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Bobbins 
until  his  death  in  1805.  Since  :\rr.  Robbins'  death,  Mr.  S.  F.  Willard 
has  been  Superintendent.  ^Miereas,  in  1852,  being  then  the  only  Sunday 
School  in  the  town,  it  had  a  membership  of  170,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  100 — now  (1903)  with  five  other  schools,  one  of  which  (being 
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entirely  oifiCerp<i  and  tausht  by  members  of  the  Congregational  CluircU 
and  congregation)  i?  largely  made  up  of  persons  who  would  otherwise  lie 
memliers  in  this  schrK-.l — and  with  little,  if  any  increase  of  population, 
the  school  numl-ers  300.  with  an  average  attendance  of  alwut  175. 
Between  l^'u  and  ir»03,  also,  al)out  300  nieniljors  of  the  school  have 
united  with  tlie  Congregaticmal  Cliurch.  l)osides  those  who  have  joined 
other  churches  here  or  elsewhere. 

The  EvoLrxiox  of  the  Pakish,  and  of  the  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety.— Fir<(  or  Weihersficld  Socielij. — In  a  certain  sense,  this  has  ex- 
isted from  the  plantation  of  the  township  ;  for  the  original  settlement  was 
quite  as  much  an  ecclesia-rical  institution  as  civil,  or  political.  For  many 
years  the  affairs  of  the  church,  there  being  but  one.  were  managed  and 
conducted,  mainly,  in  town  meeting;  the  church  edirice  was  the  "meet- 
ing house,"  or  place  for  public  meetings  generally;  and  it  was  built 
and  O'wned  by  the  to\%m.  The  minister  was  chosen  and  paid  liy  the 
town,  as  a  public  otncer.  Territorially,  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  juris- 
diction were  the  same.  To'wni  and  Parish  were  one.  until  the  fonnation 
of  the  first  ncir,  or  additional  Parish.  The  formation  of  a  Parish  at 
Xaubuc  Farms,  or  Glastonbury,  did  not  make  an  exception  to  this 
principle — for  there,  tlie  Parish  was  not  constituted  until  iGiJi,  a/7er 
the  new  township  within  which  it  existed,  was  formed,  out  of  Wethers- 
field  territory,  10'.'»0.  "\Mien  the  "West  Farms"  Parish  fXewington) 
was  formed  December  24rfh,  1712,  this  left  the  old  Parish.  n<it  then 
named,  othenvise  than  "Wethersficld,"  Ixiunded  X.  by  Hartford ;  E. 
by  Glastonbury:  S.  by  Middletown;  W.  by  Xewington  Parish.'^  The 
latter,  by  the  Act  of  !May  session,  1713,  had  its  E.  bounds  two  miles 
and  fifty  rods  E.  of  Fannington  west  line ;  consequently,  Wetherstield 
Parish  was  bounded  W.  by  a  line  2  m.  50  rods  E.  of  Farmingtou  west 
line,  and  parallel  thereto.  "\Mien  Xewington  was  divided,  in  1715, 
by  setting  the  S.  part  of  it  otf  to  the  Great  Swamp  Parish,  of  Farm- 
Lngton,  Wethersficld  Parish  was  boimded  W.  by  Xewingti>n  (or,  as 
it  was  then  called.  "Wethersfield  West  Soc.'").  in  part,  and  partly 
by  Great  Swamp  Soc. ;  which  latter  came  to  be  called  "Kensington'' 
in  1722.  Again,  after  ^larch  5th,  1722.  the  original  Parish  was 
further  limited  on  the  S.  by  the  formation  of  Rocky  Hill  farms  into  a 
Parish,  afterward  known  as  "Stepney"  Parish.  The  residue  of  the 
tOAvnship,  as  it  was  not  included  in  Xewington,  Ken-ington,  nor  Step- 
ney (all  that  have  ever  1x>en  carved  out  of  the  original  Parish)  consti- 
tuted, as  it  still  constitutes,  practically,  what  is  now  known  as  the 
"First  Schfx^l  Society."  another  name  for  Wethersficld  Parish.  The 
botmds  of  the  three  derivative  parishes  above  named  will  be  more  par- 
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ticularly  stated  under  their  separate  heads.    Their  ministers  and  houses 
of  worship  will  also  he  considered  in  another  connection. 

The  earliest  date  at  which  Wethersfield  held  parisli  (or  Society) 
meetings,  as  distiniiuished  from  tuirti  meetings,  was  on  the  10th  of  De- 
cember, 1722.  This  was  about  nine  years  after  Xewington  Parish 
had  been  set  off  (^lay,  171-']),  and  P(Mue  months  after  the  setting  off 
of  Stepney  Parish  (Rocky  Ilill),  .March  5th,  1722.  Piut  it  is  not  to  be 
inferred  from  this  that  either  of  these  jjarishes  is  older  than  "Wcthers- 
iield  First  Society  (as  it  called  itself  in  its  first  parish  meeting)  ;  for 
always  prior  to  1722,  Wethersfield  parish  and  town  meetings  had  been 
merged  into  one,  so  far  as  the  orUjinnJ ,  or  '"First"  Society  was  con- 
cerned. At  this  first  meeting,  December  IDth,  1722,  Xathaniel  P>urn- 
ham  was  chosen  clerk;  a  Society's  Committee,  consisting  of  Lieut. 
Joseph  Talcott,  Lieut.  Robert  Wells,  and  Lieut.  Isaac  Ililey  were 
chosen,  for  the  ensuing  year;  David  Deming  was  choson  collector.  It 
was  also  voted  that  Society  meetings  should  be  holden  annually,  on  the 
second  ^Monday  in  December. 

The  records  from  this  time  until  1705,  are  interspersed  among  the 
,To\vn  Votes,  Vol.  II.  The  doings  of  the  Society  will  be  considered 
elsewhere,  under  the  h.ead  of  Church<'s  and  Schools,  pfe. 

School  Districts  and  Societies. — In  October,  1717,  ''Parishes,  or  So- 
■  cieties"  (the  Act  uses  both  terms)  were  authorized  to  levy  rates  and  taxes 
on  the  "inhabitants"  within  their  limits  "for  the  support  of  the  ministry 
and  School  there  as  the  law  directs."  The  First  Society  of  Wethers- 
field availed  itself  of  this  authority,  and  for  many  years  until  the 
formation  of  School  Districts  within  it,  exercised  the  entire  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  ways  and  means  of  education  of  the  youth  Avirhin  its 
limits.  There  were  tiro  school  houses  in  the  Society's  limits  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  Act  authorizing  the  formation  of  "Districts"  for 
educational  purposes,  in  October,  176(i.  Until  1772,  in  fact,  when  the 
Society  was  divided  into  three  district.s,  it  had  e.rclusire  control  of 
the  schools  within  its  bounds.  Until  the  abolition  of  School  Societies 
(practically,  at  least  as  to  schools),  in  1850,  it  had  jurisdiction  as  to 
Society  Schools,  as  well  as  burying  gnMinds,  pounds,  shejiherds,  herd- 
ers, etc.  These  powers  were  restored  to  it  by  a  special  Act,  in  1862, 
since  which  time  the  Society  has  existed  as  of  old.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  practical  effect  of  the  Constitution  of  1818  (Article 
VII),  with  other  causes,  was  to  divorce  the  educational  and  religious 
functions  of  the  Society ;  in  other  words,  to  take  away  from  it  its  paroch- 
ial powers,  as  to  churches,  so  that  the  latter  became  vested  in  the  con- 
gregations or  ecclesiastical  authority,  to  which  they  appertain  resi>ec- 
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tivcly.  RclUjlous  Societies,  as  distinguiir-hcd  from  ))arishes,  or  School 
Societies,  were  authorized  by  law  in  1777  and  1701;  but,  as  u  rule,  at 
least,  they  were  without  definite  t('rrit<M-ial  limit,  and  their  existence 
did  not  affect  the  status  of  the  parish  in  which  they  happened  to  be 
formed.  All  "inhabitants"  in  tlie  Parish  were  subjected  to  taxation 
for  the  support  of  the  church,  etc.;  hut  after  the  Acts  (jf  1777  (relating 
to  "Separates"')  and  1791,  such  as  were  united  to  any  church  or  con- 
gregation other  than  that  whicli  had  been  the  parish  church — were 
exempted  from  payment  of  parish,  or  stated  church  rates,  though  still 
liable  to  pay  tlie  otlicr  Society  taxes;  such  as  school,  burying  ground, 
etc.  But  there  were  no  "Separates*'  in  Wethersficld  First  Society 
before  the  adoption  of  our  Constitution. 

The  botmds  of  the  First  Sclmol  Society  remained  as  they  were  left 
after  the  formatiim  of  Stepney  Parish  (1722)  until  1820,  when  that 
part  of  the  X.  line  of  Stepney  Parish  between  the  main  road  from 
Wethersfield  to  3iIiddletown.  and  the  old  road  from  Wethersfield  to 
Berlin — was  changed  so  as  to  carry  it  far  enough  S.  to  include  the 
dwelling  house  of  James  Griswold  2d.  Again,  in  1S71,  when  Xew- 
ington  To^^^l*l'ip  was  formed,  *\w  west  line  of  AVcthcrsficld  First  So- 
ciety, though  not  in  fcrnis  changed  to  conform  to  the  new  town  line,  may 
have  been  so  in  effect.  But,  the  next  year,  1872,  the  following  was 
established  as  the  dividing  line  between  l)oth  the  towns  and  parishes 
of  Xewington  and  Wethersfield:  Bi'ginniug  at  such  a  point  in  the 
S.  line  of  Hartford  on,  or  near  the  ridge  of  C'edar  ^lountain,  that  a 
straight  line  extended  S.  from  said  jioint  to  W.  side  of  a  highway  in- 
tersecting a  road  known  as  the  X.  crossing,  near  ])v.  Gurdon  W.  Rus- 
sell's house,  shall  be  coincident  with  the  W.  line  of  said  highway,  ex- 
tended X.  from  said  point  of  intersectiou;  thence  S.  along  the  W.  line 
of  said  Highway,  to  where  if  intersects  the  E.  line  of  the  old  H.  & 
X.  n.  Turnpike,  near  ^latt.  Callahan's  dwelling  house;  thence  S.  11^ 
15'  E.  one  chain  ."jO  links,  across  said  Turnpike,  to  the  S.  W.  cor.  of 
\Vm.  Hubbard's  land,  said  corner  being  X.  G.")"  .'30'  E.,  270  links  from 
the  X.  E.  cor,  of  said  Callahan's  liouse;  thence  S.  40'  W.,  in  the  W. 
line  of  lands  of  Steph  ^f.  and  Dudley  Welles,  to  a  highway  known  as 
Staddle  ^lill  road,  -V.)  chains,  .">0  links;  thence  across  said  Staddle 
Hill  road,  in  nearly  the  sam(>  cour.-e,  in  the  W.  line  of  a  highway  known 
as  Back  Lane,  70  chains  2S  links,  to  Stei)h.  1>.  Churchill's  land,  at 
S,  line  of  an  old  highway  running  W. ;  thence  W.  in  S.  line  of  said  old 
highway,  "0  chains,  HO  links,  to  E.  line  of  20  rod  Highway;  thence 
S.  in  E.  line  of  s**  20  Bod  Highway,  28  Chains,  27  links,  to  the 
monument  at  the  corners  of  the  towns  of  Wethersfield  and  Rockv  Hill. 
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Wkst  Farjis  oi:  Xkwinctox  Socikty. — As  the  historv  of  this  S«> 
ciety,  as  given  in  .ludi!,*'  Achiins'  manuscript,  has  hocn  much  more  in'.W 
presented  hy  tlic  liistDriaii  of  Xowingtun,  lloger  Welles,  Esq..  ia  L'L;ij>- 
ter  XIX,  of  this  histtny,  wo  prefer  to  refer  our  readers  to  that 
Chapter;  especially  as  we  thus  ecnnomizo  the  space  which  would  i>^ 
lost  by  printing  both  statements  of  the  same  subject. 


CHAPTER  Vir. 

Early    Inhabitantti    of     Wcthoafield — Willi     Nulcs    on    Their    Land 

Holdings. 

[By  Sherman  \V.  Adams,  Esq.] 

[If  Judge  Adams  had  written  nothing  else  ahout  Wethersfield,  than 
this  chapter,  he  would  .still  have  rendered  an  inestiuiahle  henefit  to  the 
student  of  its  history.  It  was  in  itself  a  formidable  undertaking  to 
examine,  sift  out  and  thus  set  forth  the  ever  changing  titles  of  the 
land  holdings  of  an  entire  community,  for  a  period  of  nearly  250  yeai-s, 
and  it  most  admirably  displays,  his  love  of  his  native  place,  his  keen 
appreciation  of  historic  values,  his  indefatigable  indu.stry,  and  the 
taclus  eruditus  of  his  professional  training. 

It  is  a  chapter  to  be  constantly  studied  with  the  family  genealogies 
of  our  second  volimie.  In  its  original  manuscript  form  it  contained 
many  genenjojrical  rnt'*>rnnces  and  itf^ms  relating  to  tlip  civil  otfio^^s  lieh' 
by  the  individuals  mentioned.  These  items,  in  the  interest  both  of 
homogeneousness  and  of  the  consideration  of  space,  which  has  become 
80  necessary  to  this  work,  I  have  transferred  to  the  genealogies,  retain- 
ing only  those  names  which  clearly  appear  in  the  Town's  Land  Records, 
as  those  of  land-owners. 

It  must,  also,  be  understood,  that  the  dates  here  given  as  to  the  first 
coming  of  the  several  settlers  to  Wethersfield,  must  not  bf  accepted  as 
marking  the  actual  time  of  their  first  appearing  here.  "Procrastina- 
tion, the  thief  of  time,"  was  then,  as  ever,  a  fault  to  which  men  were 
liable;  and  the  records  themselves  bear  witness  to  the  fact,  that  many 
of  the  early  settlers  neglected  to  bring  in  descriptions  of  their  lands  to 
the  Town  Recorder,  for  entry,  until  compelled  to  do  so,  by  the  Order  of 
the  General  Court,  in  1G40. 

Condensation  of  space,  before  referred  to,  has  also  been  furthered 
by  abridgement  of  words  and  terms  used — see  List  of  Abbreviations  in 
the  forepart  of  this  volume. — //.  R.  S.'\ 


ABBOTT,  RoiiEUT,  rec.  his  ho-stii.  5  April.  1641,  ho.,  barn.  5  ac.  Id;  Hi<;;h  St..  E. 
Hartford  way  (now  Sandy  Lane)  S.  ho-lot  of  Rachel,  wid.  of  John  Bvundish. 
W.  ho-lot  of  Tho3.  Wright,  N.  sold  to  Tlios.  Olcott  of  Htfd. 
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AD.A_M.S,  Benjamin,  (son  of  Wni.  and  Elizabeth  of  Fiirmin^jton)  1G40:  hnd  ho.  in 
Weth.  adj.  Win.  Cliirk'a  in  Iti'.Ki,  or  earlier;  wu.<i  assessor,  or  lister, 
1700:  in  1712  he,  willi  David  Bviek,  was  chosen  s;d-.Iuror,  beinjj  the  first 
time,  as  far  as  records  show,  that  sucli  ollice  was  tilled  in  W'eth.  His  wife 
was  Elizabeth  (dan.  of  Thos.  and  yr-dau.  of  Nathaniel)  Dickinson,  and  b. 
Dec.  G,  lOtJS. 

AD.\MS,  Daniel,  adm.  inhah.  of  Weth.,  l!)  An;,'.,  KiOo. 

ADAMS,  T110MA.S,  owned  Id.  in  Great  Meadow,  which  he  sold,  1040,  or  earlier:  but 
seems  to  have  been  taxed  to  support  the  fence  to  Meadow,  as  late  a.s  1640. 
Tr.  T.  v.,  II.,  29. 

ALCOCK,  "Mr."  Philip,  lister,   18  Aug.,   1701 — was  he  from  New  Haven? 

ALLIS  (see  Ellis)  William,  (son  of  Samuel,  of  Hadley?)  chosen  collector,  1712: 
packer,  1713.     Perhaps  s.  of  John  of  Hadley. — See  Judd's  Iladlcy. 

ALLYN,  ''Mr."  Thomas,  (bro.  of  Mathew).  Savage  cr.  him  to  Weth. — See  Gene- 
alogies. 

ALLYN,  ••Mr."  Joseph,  voted  an  inhab.,  2.5  Dec,   1707,  from  Hartford. 

ANDRUS,  (Andrews)  Joseph,  (son  of  .John  of  Farminp1;on)  :  had  saw-mill  at 
West  Farms  (New.),  1G8.3,  where  Town  j,'ave  him  Id.  for  ho.  and  barn  near 
his  mill,  in  1084.  \\as  one  of  petit,  for  parish  rights  in  1712:  alott<Ml  share 
in  common  Ids.  in  1(194. 

ANDRUS,  Benjamin,  (son  of  Joseph  of  Farmington,  gd-s.  of  John  of  F.)  ;  one  of 
petitioners  for  parish  rights,  at  West  Farms    (New.)    1712. 

•ANDRUS,  Daniel,  (son  of  Joseph  and  gd-son  of  .lohn.  of  Far.)  ;  a  petitioner  for 
parish  at  West  Farms  (New.)  1712,  res.  at  S.  end;  wife,  Mabel  (dau.  of 
Jacob)   Goffc  of  Weth. 

ANDRUS,  Ephraim,  (son  of  Joseph,  of  Cow  Plain,  Weth.?),  petit,  for  parish  at  W. 
F.  (New.)  1712;  had  a  third  interest  in  his  father's  saw-mill  which  he 
leased  for  999  yrs.  to  James  Francis,  1716. 

"  ANDREWS,  John,  adm.  inhab.,  170.3 — was  he  son  of  .John  of  Far.? 

ATWOOD,  (son  of  Capt.  Thomas)  b.  1  Sept.,  1671;  shared  in  common  Ids.  as  res. 
Id.-owner,   1694. 

ATWOOD,  Capt.  Thomas,  Savage  says,  he  was  not  a  Capt.,  but  a  physician  from 
Htfd.,  1608-69;  drew  Ids.  as  '•householder,"  1670;  bo't  Rob't  Foot'e  lot  by 
GofTs's  Bridge,  1603,  24  ac. 

AYRAULT,  Dr.  Nicholas. — See  Genealogies.  ■■    •■     .  ■!      .         ■-   " 

BARNES,  Matthew,  drew  Id.  as  a  landowner  in  1694. 

BARNARD,  John    (of  Hartford),  owned  Id.  in  Weth.  Great  Meadow,  1660. 

BASSUM,  William.— Conn.  Col.  liec.,  I.,  p.  4. 
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BATES,  Robert,  rcc.  Ids.  10  Miinh,  KUO,  ho.,  bain  aiul  G  ac,  bd.  Commons  on  High 
St.,  W.;  Great  Meadow,  E. :  John  Curtis'  home-lot,  X.;  John  Whitmore's 
S.  Sold  to  Win.  Butler  on  or  beton-  4  May,  Hill :   d.  at  Stamford,   KiT.--. 

BECKLEY,  Bk.njamin,  (son  of  Ricliard)  drew  1<1.  in  allotment  of  1(104:  a  petit. 
in  1712  for  separate  parish  (N'ewiiigton) . 

BECKLEY,  Joii.v,  (son  of  Richard),  poundkeei)er,  ItitlT:  drew  Id.  as  hou>el...lder. 
1G70,  and  as  Id.  owner,   Ki'Jt.     His  dau.  Deborah,  m.  Sam.  Spencer,  ol   Hlfd. 

BECKLEY.  N.VTH.v.xiEL,   (son  of  Richard)    drew  Id.  in  1694  allot. 

BECKLEY,  Sgt.  Richard,  adm.  inhab.  22  Feb.,  IGGO:  .sent  to  Fairfiel.l,  IGG.".,  to  pro- 
cure Rev.  \Val<eman  to  come  to  Weth.  as  preacher:  was  gr.  30»)  ac.  of  Id. 
in  Oct.,  1CG8,  by  the  Gen.  Ct.  in  that  part  of  Weth.  traversed  by  the 
Mattabesett  river;  in  KiTO  his  title  to  this  was  connrmed  by  (^n.  Ct. ; 
with  10  addit.  ac.  near  his  house:  was  the  first  white  sett,  in  S.  W  .  part 
of  Weth.  now  Beckley'a  Quarter  (Berlin)  :  claimed  that  he  had  already  ex- 
tinguished Ind.  title  to  same,  by  purcha.se  from  Tarramuggus  ( -on  of 
Sowhea-e)  the  then  chief  of  the  Wongum  Inds.:  Beckley  concede.l  the 
right  of  W^eth.,  as  the  o%vner  of  the  fee:  and,  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
To%VT.-s  interest  therein,  gave  up  his  right  to  share  in  the  "Milein-Breadtlr' 
allotted  to  househoUh>rs  that  yr.  He  came  to  Weth.  from  New  Haven:  piob. 
had  two  wives,  the  second  a  dau.  of  John  Deming.  Some  claim  that  he  m. 
a  dau.  of  the  Indian  chief,  Tarmniuggus,  but  that  is  doubtful. 

BECKLEY,  Richard,  (son  of  Sgt.  Richard,  the  Settler),  one  of  petit,  for  parish  at 
W.  Farms  (Newington)   1712. 

BELDEN,  Benjamin,  (son  of  John  Jr.  and  Dorothy)  b.  1687;  licensed  inn-keeper, 
1714;  collector  17—;  called  a  "fcltmaker"  in  1711,  in  a  deed  of  that  date. 

BELDEN,  Ezra,  res.  Weth.,  1733. 

BELDEN,  EnENEZEB,  (son  of  John  and  Lydia)  b.  8  Jan.,  1G72:  he  and  bro.  John  bo't. 
Ids.  of  Wm.  Clark,  1G05.  or  earlier:  part  of  this  taken  by  the  Town,  for 
wh.  they  rec'd,  in  compensation,  IGOG,  20  ac.  of  Id.  adj.  thereto;  Clark's 
Id.  being  that  wh.  he  drew  in  allot,  of  1G'J4. 

BELDEN,  John,  (son  of  Wm.  and  Tamasina) .— See  Genealogies. 

BELDEN,  John,   (2d  son  of  Richard?),  m.  Lydia  ,  24  Apl.,  1657:  bo't.  the 

Nath'l  Dickinson  ho-std.  E.  side  Broad  St..  1GG9:  sold  it  to  Lieut  Wm. 
Warner,  the  same  day:  bo't  Sam.  Boardman's  Id.  in  the  South  Field,  near 
the  Mill,  1073.  Dec,  1602,  Sam'l  Edsall  of  New  Amsterdam  (New  York) 
gave  him  a  due-bill  for  £14  payable  in  "trading  cloth"  at  9s.  pr.  yd.,  and 
"Osenbridge"  (Osnaburg)  at  20d.  pr.  yd.;  to  be  paid  by  the  last  of  the 
followin'-  April,  "if  Bentield  (prob.  a  trader,  or  captain  of  a  trading  ship] 
comes  to  the  Manatons"  (Manhattans).  In  1073.  he  bo't  six  pieces  of 
meadow,  swamp  and  uplan.l.  of  Will  Gull:  in  1073  he  obt.  Ids.  by  exoh. 
from  John  Betts  and  Sam.  Boardman's  wid..  Mar}-:  in  1067  he  bo't  Fleazer 
Kimberly's  IS  ac.  in  the  \Ve^,t  Field  (nr.  present  South  Hill)  :  was  of  the 
Committee  on  Town  line,   1000:    he  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of   1070.     I  suppose 
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this  to  have  bocn  the  .folin  B.  vho  was  lici-nsod  as  a  tavornkecper  for  With. 
in  1G73:  the  two  others  of  same  name  heing  then  ap;eij  23  ami  15  respective- 
ly. He  d.  KiSf)?  I  don't  think,  as  timatjc  does,  that  he  rem.  to  N'orwalk, 
1672;   he  d.   1077,  ae.  40  yrs. 

BELDEN,  John,  (son  of  .loim  and  Lydia)  b.  1-2  June,  1G58:  may  he  the  John  who 
drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1094. 

BELDEN,  Lieut.  Jonatiia.n-,  (son  of  John  and  Ljdia)  l>.  21  Jan.,  1000:  drew  Ids.  in 
allot,  of  10!)4. 

BELDEN,  Rev.  Jox.\tiia.n,  minister  at  Bristol.  Me.,  1807. — See  Johnston's  [list.  0/ 
Bristol  and  Bremen,  Me.,  p.  392. 

BELDEN,  Joseph,  («on  of  .I.ihn  and  Lydia)  b.  1003:  drew  Id.  in  1004  allot.— See, 
also,  Ehenezer  BiUlcn:   appraiser  of  cattle,   1728. 

BELDEN,  (BeldinK)  Riciiakd,  the  Settler;  rec.  Ids.  7  April,  1041;  ho-std.  on  Broad 
St.,  N. ;  Matthew  Mitchell  S. :  way  into  Meadow  W. :  ho-lot  of  Leslie 
Broadfield  E.:  gave  Id.  to  son  Samuel,  abt.  1G.")4;  Town  Herder,  1040 -.  d. 
Aug.,  1649 (  ?). 

BELDEN,  Samuel,  one  of  Town's  "Cow-keepers,"  1048:  (bro.  of  \Vm?)  bo't  the 
Thurston  Raynor  tract  of  33  re.  in  Great  West  Field,  on  which  was  his  ho.: 
sold  it  to  John  Riley  in  1005:   Leonard  Dix  N.,  and  Benj.  Crane's  S. 

BELDEN,  OAMUKL,  (son  of  Wni.  anJ  Tamasina)  'o.  20  Julj-,  1647;  bo't  ho  lot  of 
Joseph  Dickinson,  on  E.  side  High  St.,  prior  to  Dec.  21,  1059:  supp.  to  be 
the  Sam.  B.,  who  drew  part  of  common  Id.  in  1094. 

BELDEN,  Samuel,  (son  of  Sam.  and  ^Lary),  h.  6  Apl..  1051.  Was  this  the  one  who, 
1715,  signe<l  petit,  for  formation  of  Great  .Swamp  parish,  which  included 
Beckley's  Quarter  and  other  Ids.  in  what  is  now  Berlin? 

BELDEN,  Silas,  chosen  hayward  1712. 

BELL,   Francis,  see   Genealogies. 

BENJAMIN,  Caleb,  was  gr.  by  Town  80  ac.  below  Rich  Treat's  farm  at  Nayaug 
(So.  Glastonbur}')    Nov.   1672;   fence-viewer  for  Naubuc  and  Nayaug   1078. 

BENJANHN,  Mary,  widow  of  Samuel,  (of  Hartford?)  ;  res.  in  Weth.,  1670,  when 
she  made  her  brother,  Caleb  trustee  for  her  ch.  !Mary  and  Abigail;  her 
husband  Samuel  d.  in  1009  or  '70. 

BENTON,  Edw.vrd,  had  charge  of  the  "Town  house,"  1005;  was  given  Id.  to  enlarge 
his  ho-lot,  by  the  Town,  1067;  drew  one  of  the  52  ac.  lots,  1670:  drew  Id.  in 
1694  allotment. 

BENTON,  Jo.SEPir,  (son  of  Andrew,  of  Hartford?)   res.  in  New..  1726. 


BENTON,  S.\MUEL,  (son  of  Edward)  owned  lot  in  Beckley's  Quarter,  1716:  appraised 
'"I  cattle,  1724.  ..  .         ,   ,  . 
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BESWICK,  George,  mort.  pergonal  estate  to  John  Cherry,  Aug.  1G72;  d.  1G72(?). 

BETTS,  JoHX,  Wt  ho:<tci.  of  John  Liitinier  (no  date  given)  abt.  1(;4.5(  ?)  :  3  ae.  with 
ho.  and  bam:  P.road  St.  \V;  Plain.  E. :  Rich.  Treat  X.;  John  Robbins,  S. 
His  wife  was  Abiu'ail  Elderkin,  from  whom  he  obt.  a  divoreo  in  lCt;2:  bo't 
Josiah  Willard's  ho-lot  in  IG0:J:  rec.  it  in  1073:  bo't  Ul.  of  Jolin  Belden, 
1673:  was  broin-law  of  Sam.  Boardman. 

BETTS,  Sgt.  John.  (<on  of  .John  and  Abiirail)  b.  before  1048:  rem.  to  Huntington, 
L.   I.,    1097. — .See,  also.   Boardman    Gen.   p.    140. 

BETTS,  Roger,  rem.  to  Branford,  where  he  res.  1040. 

BIDWELL.  Joseph,  fence-viewer,  10S7-8,  for  the  E.  side  of  the  River. 

BIGGS,  Thomas,    (son  of  William?),  drew  Ids.  as  a  res.  tax-payer,   1C04. 

BIGGS,  William,  of  Midd.,  owned  Ids.  nr.  S.  line  of  town  prior  to  16S1,  the  yr.  of 

his   death. 
BISBEE.  William. — See  Bysbet;. 

BISHOP,  JoH.v.— See  Cot.  Rec,  I.,  177 

BISHOP,  Wid.  SAR.4H,  had  a  home  in  Weth.,  1G79,  when  the  Town  gave  her  and 
her  daughter,  Sarah,  a  piece  of  Id.  She  was  a  dau.  of  Huirh  Weller;  but 
wh-t  h^r  husband's  Chr.  name  was,  does  not  appear:  was  siven  20  ac.  Id.  in 
i6»S:  urew  Id.  as  res.  Id.  owner  in  1G94.  Was  her  husband  John  Bishop? 

BLACKLEACH,  Be.noni,  bo't  in  1C03  the  Iio-std.  of  Sam.  Smith,  E.  side  of  High  St.. 
betw.  John  Deming  Jr.'s  X.,  and  Hugh  Welles  S.;  sale  "revoked"  the  same 

BLACKLEACH,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John.  (Sen.,  ?)  in  IfiCl,  bo't  Ids.  at  Northampton 
from  Zachary  Field,  conditioned  that,  after  her  death,  said  Ids.  should  go  to 
her  child'n,  to-wit:  John,  Benoni,  Soloman,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary.  Her 
husband  had  settled  a  jointure  upon  her  in  "Ould  England." 

BLACKLEACH.  Joh.v,  bo't  the  John  Hubbard  ho-std.  (q.  v.)  1  May,  1G62:  drew  one 
of  the  52  ae.  lots,  1G70;  in  1074  he  bo't  from  Joseph  Hurlburt,  John  Curtis, 
Joseph  Hills,  -Josiah  Churchill.  Henry  Buck.  Rob't  Francis.  Thos.  Standish 
and  Joseph  .Jennings,  their  respective  shares  in  the  Five  Mile  purcha.se 
(now  Eustbvn/).  His  wife  was  Elizabeth:  he  came  from  Boston  abt.  1002; 
having  been  of  Salem  in  1034:  he  d.  23  Aug..  10S3. 

BLACKLEACH,  Johx,  Jr.,  was  res.  at  Htfd..  1607:  soon  after  rem.  to  Weth.,  where 
he  d.  9  Sept.,  1703.— See  Savage. 

BLIN  (Blinn)  Deu\-era>-ce,  (son  of  Peter?)  bo't  a  slave  named  Job.  of  Stephen 
Willard,    in    172.5. 

BLIX,  Billy. 

BLIN,  Jonathan  and  wife,  Abigail,  bo't  a  ho-std.  of  Leonard  Dix,  1742. 
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BLIN,  Peter,  chosen  collector  in  1002:  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1094:  fence-viewer 
1708-9.     See  Vol.   III.,  p.  3"),  (Juodicin's  ilss.  Abstracts. 

BLIN,  William,  had  the  "iin[)rovenicnt"  of  Maihiin  Hanniih  Chester's  mill  (in  So. 
part  of  Wetli.  later  Adam>i'  Mill)  in  1715,  when  the  Town  fjiive  him  liberty 
to  overttow  Demin;;'*  Meadow,  (now  the  Reservoir  in  (Jri.-iwo'idviUe) .  In 
1707:   he  res.  in  the  house  formerly  John  Coltnian's,  on  So.  Hill. 

BOARDMAN,  Daniel,  b.  1C.5S;  I.saac,  b.  1042;  John,  b.  1053;  Jonathan,  b.  1000; 
(all  sons  of  Samuel  and  Man,) — for  rec.  of  their  Ids.  see  Genealogies. 

BOARDMAN,  Joseph,  (son  of  Sam.  and  Mary)   b.  1050. — See  Genealogies. 

BOARDMAN,  JosnUA,  (s.  David,  s.  Samuel,  the  Settler),  bo't  Ids.  in  Pemaquid,  ^Sle., 
1732. — See  Johnston's  Hist,  of  Uristol  and  Bremen,  Me.,  p.  473. 

BOARDMAN,  Nathaniel,  (son  of  Sam.  and  Mary),  b.  12  April,  1GC3:  drew  Id.  as 
res.  Id-owner,  10!)4:  rec'd  from  (.'apt.  James  Fitch,  20  Oct.,  10S2,  Ids.  N.  of 
Norwich. — See  Conn.  Col.  liec.  II.,  p.  10. 

BOARDJIAN,  Richard,  (s.  Daniel,  s.  Samuel,  the  Settler),  a  signer,  1712,  of  the 
petit,  for  a  new  {)arish  at  West  Farms   (Newington)  :  assessor,  1714. 

BOARDM.AN,  Samlel  the  Settler,  bo"t  of  Leslie  Bradfield,  with  burn  and  cellar  be- 
fore April  9,  1045.  E.  side  Broad  St.:  Leonard  Chester's  ho-std.  N. :  Richard 
Park^i's  S. :  also,  had  a  ho.  still  earlier,  appcr-nt'y  on  *h^  south  side  of 
BrouU  St.,  between  NaLlianiel  Foote's  S.  and  John  Ti^'uljiiis'  Is.  This  he  exch. 
with  Henry  Palmer  for  a  ho.  and  lot  on  E.  side  of  High  St.,  betw.  John 
Deming'a  N.  and  Hugh  Welles'  S.  He,  also,  bo't  the  homestead  of  .lohn 
Evans  (or  Evance)  Gentleman,  before  March  5,  1040,  E.  by  Broad  St.:  W. 
by  Bell  Lane:  S.  by  Nath'l  Dickinson:  N.  by  John  Edwards.  This  he  sold 
Samuel  Martin:  he  was  gr.  30  nc.  Id.  "on  the  S.  E.  .side  of  Rocky  Hill" 
by  the  town  of  Weth.,  2  Jan.,  1049-50,  this  was  near  the  Landing  being  the 
first  land  in  that  section,  owned  by  an  individual:  he  came  prob.  in  1042 
from  Ipswich,  Mass.:  the  Indian  Tarramuggus,  in  1072,  presented  him 
400  ac.  Id.  in  what  is  now  Eastbury  Society,  Glastonbury.  In  10S5,  the 
Town,  by  vote,  confirmed  the  title  in  this  Id.  to  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Board- 
man  :  he  seems  to  have  been  respected  by  the  red  men  as  much  as  by  the 
whites.  In  1074,  the  town  gave  him  additional  Id.  at  the  rear  of  his  home- 
lot  in  Fletcher's  Lane.  He,  also,  (date  not  given)  bo't  of  Sam.  Smith 
(Jr.?)  the  home-lot  of  4  ac.  next  S.  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith's  homestead, 
and  seems  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  it:  and  to  have  been  partly  taken 
from  Town  Id.  N.  and  W.  of  the  Burying-ground. 

BOARDMAN,  Sajiuel,  (son  of  Sam.  and  Marj')  b.  "about  28  Oct.,  1648;  m.  Sarah, 
(dau.  of  Lieut.  James)  Steele;  gr.  10  ac.  Id.  at  Rocky  Hill,  W.  side  of  Weth. 
road,  next  S.  of  Joseph  Edward's  lot,  in  1072.  on  which  he  built  his  ho.  He 
was  often  called  "Clark"  (Clerk)  Boardman:  part-owner,  with  Emanuel 
Buck  and  John  and  Joseph  Riley  of  saw-mill  ppy.  at  West  Farms  ( New- 
ington)  in  1083:  drew  Id.  in  1094.  allott. :  lister,  1702:  had  20  ac.  Id  on 
E.   side  of   the  Great   River. 

BOARDMAN,  Thomas,   (son  of  Isaac  and  Abiah  )    b.  1671. — See  Genealogy. 
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BOARDMAN,  Timothy.  iiii]H.umlf<l  cattlf  in  IT-H:  l)o"t  UU.  at  Pemaq\ii»l.— See 
Johntson's  hist.  Bremen  and  Bristol,  J/c,  p.   173. 

BOARDMAX,  Wh.liam.  -u..!  John  Sto.Marvl.  Dec,   hU.J. 

BOLTWOOD.  Robert. 

BOSEY,  [Boosey)  .J.\MK.s.  tlip  .^ettlt-r  of  103.').  rec.  Ids.  10  :March,  1041:  ho.  ham 
and  3  ac.  Id.,  bd.  hy  Broad  St.,  S.  E. :  Ro-e  Lane,  N.  W.;  ho-Iot  late  of  Sam. 
Hubbard,  X.  E.;  that  late  of  John  Strirkland,  S.  W. :  he  bo't  Rob't  Coe'.s 
ho-lct,  before  11  May,  1(U4.  which  he  sold  to  John  Riley  abt.  4  Feb.,  1640: 
taxed  on  37  ac,  1047;  d.  22  .June.  1041*:  will  dated  21  June.  1049;  was  a 
joiner  an<l  wheelwriirbt :  left  son*.  .Tosepli  and  James,  and  daus..  Mary, 
Hannah    and    Sarah;    he    d.    July,    lO.JO. 

BOSEY,  J.vMES,  (son  of  .Tamf->  and  Alice)  b.  1  Feb.,  1045:  owned  the  ho-std.  on  E. 
side  Broad  St.;  6  ac.  betw.  Thos.  Coleman's  N'.  and  that  once  Mr.  Finch's 
S. :  this  he  beq.  to  his  dau..  Sarah,  wife  of  Xath'l  Stanley:  another  ho-sld. 
of  6V2  ac.  \V.  side  of  Broad  St.  next  X.  of  Rich.  Treat's,  he  beq.  to  his 
daus.  Mar}-,  wife  of  Lieut.  Samuel  .Steele  and  the  said  Sarah. 

BOSEY',  JcsEPH.  (elde'^t  son  of  Jan)es  and  Alice),  inherited  his  fatlier's  ho-lot:  sold 
Ids.  to  John  Latimer,  before  Apl.  7.  10.52.  his  father  being  dead  before  that 
time:  had  a  ho-lot  on  S.  side  of  Plain  Lane  before  1049:  he  d.  at  West- 
chester, X.  Y'. :  his  wid..  Esther,  m.  Jehu  Burr  of  Fairfield. 

BOS\VELL,  J.^MLS,  bot  Ids.  of  Ricli'd  Tre.nt.  .Jr..  2  Oct.,  1054:  d.  at  Weth.  24  Dec. 
1660;  by  will  left  lands  to  his  "kinrnian,"  Rich.  .Smith,  Jr.;  owned  largely  on 
E.  side  of  the  River. 

BOWEX,  D.^NIKI..  m.  Esther  (dau.  of  Rev.  Stephen)  Mix:  he  bo't  the  Elisha  Mix 
ho-std.,  W.  side  of  High  St.,  after  dtli.  of  said  Elisha. 

BO\V^L\X,  X.\th.ilMEL,  (nut  to  be  confounded  with  XathT  Boanlman)  (son  of 
X'ath'l  of  Watertown?  Drew  a  52  ac.  lot  as  a  ho-holder.  107U:  rate  maker. 
1686;  Selectman.  lO.Sl-8:  drew  Ids.  as  a  res.  Id-owner,  1004:  at  that  time 
had  the  title  of  ••Mr.":  his  ho-std.  was  next  X.  of  the  Burj-ing  Ground;  anil 
a  controversy  between  him  and  the  Town,  concerning  the  divisional  line,  was 
sett,  in  1084:  he  was  licensed  as  a  tavern  keeper  in  March,  l(j?8.  under  the 
Andros  gov't.  His  wife  was  Anne  (dau.  of  John)  Barnard  of  Watertown, 
Mass. 

BRACEY,  (Bracf)  Johx  (see  .^avaoe)  (gd-son  of  \\illiam  Bisby  of  London,  Gent.. 
was  of  Weth.,  20  April,  ItiOl.  wlien  he  sold  to  .Samuel  and  Pheln?  Martin 
(she  being  his  motlier — a  dau.  of  said  Bisby)  his  interest  in  the  ho-std. 
occup.  by  the  said  Martins. 

BRACEY,  TiiOM.xs,  sold  the  interest  which  he.  as  gd-son  of  Wm.  Bisby.  of  London. 
Gent.,  had  in  tl>e  ho-»td.  given  by  said  Bisby.  to  trustees  for  Samuel  and 
Phebe  Martin,  who  Mere  then  occupying  it.  The  date  of  the  deed  by  Bracey 
does  not  appear,  but  was  prob.  abt.  20  Apl.,  1001.  Bracey  describes  him- 
self as  of  Wetli.  In  this  deed  th.e  name  is  spelled  Brassy  and  Brasy. — See 
Judd's  Hadley. 
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BREWER,  TiioMvs,  from  Midi!.,  voted  "non-inhiib."  of  Weth.,  25  Doc,  1082:  vote 
"cancelled"  (same  day?):  fence-viewer,  March,  1097:  signed  p.'tition  for 
new  churcli  oil  E.  side  Hiver,  13  Feb.,  lO'jO-1. 

BROADFIKI.D,  Lk.sly  (or  Leslie''.)  sold  his  ho-lot,  with  cellar  and  barn  on  it,  to 
Sam.  Boardman  before  9  Apl.,  IG-IJ:  on  E.  side  Broad  St.,  between  Leonard 
Chester's,  N.  E.,  and  Ki«-hard  Parke.  S.  W.  lie  res.  in  Weth.  in  1040,  or 
earlier;  rem.  to  Totoket  (Dranford)  1044;  his  wid.  ni.  Geo.  Adams,  of 
Branford. 

BRATTLE,  '•.Mr."  Tho.ma.s  (of  Boston)  owner  of  several  parcels  of  Id.  in  Weth.  by 
purchase  from  Mr.  Jo-iah  Willard,  in  1009;  but  we  are  not  aware  that  he 
res.  in  Weth. 

BRIGGS,  William,  a  tanner,  adin.  inhab.  from  Lyme,  Ct.,  in  Dec,  1081,  he  desiring 
to  carry  on  his  trade:    (orig.  from  Boston,   1073?). 

BROXSOX,  {liiounson),  John,  drew  Id.  as  res.  ho-holder,  1G70;  as  res.  land-owner, 
1694:  prob.  a  son  of  John  of  Earmington.  who  was  a  I'eqnot  soldier,  from 
Hartford — was  not  his  wife  Mary  Deuiiii;;? 

BRUNDLSH,  John,  from  Watcrtown,  prob.  in  1G3.5;  d.  1637  or  '39;  estate  invent.  27 
Oct.  1039:  left  5  children:  had  ho-std.,  3  ac  S.  by  Hartford  road;  E.  by  Rob. 
Abbott;  N.  by  Thos.  Wright's  High  St.  ho-std;  W  by  Jacob  Waterhouse's 
John  Brundi.sh  (son  of  Abner?>  was  one  of  the  principal  proprs.  of 
Mantesing  Island  and  Poninges  Neck  in  1GG2.  He  left  sons,  John,  Joseph, 
Joshua,  ancestors  of  many  respectable  families  now  bearing  the  name  in 
Westchester,  Co.,  X.  Y. — See  Bollo's  Hist,  of  ^yestchest^:r  Co.  See  also 
our  accoviit  of  Wclh.  masfiocre,  Chapter  T;  and  tiie  Brandegce  Genealogj' 
in  our  Vol.  IL 

BRUXDTSH,  Rachel,  wid.  of  John,  sold  the  ho-std  to  Clemont  Chaplin  before  1 
May.  1641:  the  latter  sold  it  to  John  Goodrich:  she  m.  (2)  Anthony  Wilson, 
of  Fairfield. — See  BnuHlish  or  Brandigce  Goiraloijit  in  Vol.  IL 

BUCK,  D.wiD,  (s.  of  Emanuel)  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1094:  cho.*en  surveyor,  1695: 
committee   of  the  Town   School,   1704. 

BUCK,  Emmanuel,  m.  Mary  Kir1)y.  17  A])ril,  1058,  for  2d  wife:  she  dau.  of  John 
Kirby  and  d.  1711-2;  his  ho-.std,  bo't  of  Edward  Scott,  of  Far.,  12  March, 
1659-00:  house  and  2  ac  Id.  on  Fort  St.,  X.;  Hartford  Way,  S. ;  John 
Goodrich,  Thos.  Wright.  Wid.  Gibbons  and  John  Stoddard.  E. ;  Rob't  Francis 
and  Tho.  Standish,  W.:  was  in  Weth.  liofore  1040:  in  1661  the  town  gave 
him  a  triangular  piece  of  3  "roddes"  bdd.  W.  X.  by  Id.  of  Hugh  Willes:, 
in  1604-5  he  bo't  the  Henry  Palmer  ho-std..  4Vi  ac  fronting  X.  E.  and  S. 
W.  on  the  two  roads  to  Hartford.  In  1000  he  and  Michael  Griswold  bo't 
from  Jehu  &  Esther  Burr  of  Fairfield,  18  ac.  of  swamp  and  meadow,  inhcr. 
from  James  Bosey.  In  1009-70  he  bo't  of  John  Waddams  a  ho-lot  of  3 
ac.  "on  the  W.  side  of  the  Townc,"  adjoining  his  own  ho-lot.  a  triangular 
piece:  12  ac.  Id.  gr.  to  him  on  Rocky  Hill,  1001:  he  drew  Id.  in  allot  of 
1070:  in  1680  the  Town  gave  him  20  (30?)  ac  of  Id.  next  to  his  own,  at  the 
saw-mill  at  West  Farms  (Xcw.)  in  exch.  for  U  ac.  on  X.  side  of  his  ho-lot. 
-I        for  a  2  rod  highway:    in   1C.S3,  the  Town  gave  him  and  Satnuel   Boardman 
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and  John  ami  Joseph   Riley,  each  20  ae.  hi.  for  saw-niill  purposes,  in  what 
is  now  Newington. 

BUCK,  E.NOCii,  the  Town  ;,'avp  him  2  ac.  of  Id.  fur  a  ho-std.  in  104'.i:  a  trianirular 
piece,  W.  by  Leonanl  Dix's  ho-Iot ;  S.  hy  Tlios.  Curtis;  X.  by  highway  to 
Hartford;  E. ;  "comes  to  ii  point  about  jtli  part  in  Curtis'  fence":  he  was  a 
signer,  in  1712,  of  pelit.  for  a  sei)aratp  parisli  at  \\e>t  Farms,   (  Xewinj^'ton) . 

BUCK,  EZEKIEL,.  .'<on.,  (^'d-son  of  Emmanuel)  h.  1.')  Jan'y,  1C.50;  had  V.'  ac.  Id.  on 
W.  side  Rooky  Hill,  S.  side  of  hijihway  leadin;:  to  top  of  hill  in  KiTti:  this 
was  in  exch.  for  Id.  given  by  him  for  a  highway  on  E.  .side  of  the  .same 
hill,  from  top  of  the  hill  down  to  the  "Urook.-.":  in  ItJ"!)  hi^  father  gave 
him  the  12  ac.  at  Rocky  Hill,  «hich  the  town  had  given  his  fatlier  in 
1661:  bdd.  E.  by  the  highway  at  the  foot  of  the  E.  slope  of  Rocky  Hill,  and 
N.  by  the  new  highway  over  the  same  hill,  and  lay  ne.\t  X.  of  Jo-eph  Ed- 
wards Id.  H(!  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1(;!)4;  he  was  res.  at  West  Farms  ( Xew- 
ington)  1701-2  and  his  name  stands  first  on  the  list  of  signer^  in  1712,  for 
a  separate  parish  there. 

BUCK,  EzEKiEL,  (son  of  Ezckiel  and  Sarah  Bronson),  was  one  of  the  original  sett. 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  1720.  Did  lie  remove  thence  to  Durliam? — See  Fowler's 
Durham. 

BUCK,  Henry,  m.  Elizabeth  (dau.  of  Josias)  Churchill,  31  Oct.,  lOGO:  Town  gr.  him 
Id.  for  blacksmith  shop  in  lO.iS:  a  lot  on  W.  r,i<ip  wi.gh  St.,  ComniGn  gr.. 
1601:  was  given  the  highway  to  th.?  Cove,  1680:  diew  M.  a.s  a  re.s.  Id-owner. 
1694:  bo't  the  Theophilus  Sherman  ho-std.,  on  E.  side  High  St.  at  X'.  end. 
1675:  took  Thos.  fJoodfellow  as  an  apprentice.  KI-'H:    (rem.  to  Xew  .Jersey?) 

BUCK,  Isaac,  (son  of  Jonathan?)  owned  a  lot  next  X.  of  .Tames  Francis',  in  Beck- 
ley's  Quarter,  171ii,  part  of  which  was  taken  as  a  highwa.v. 

BUCK,  Jonathan,  (son  of  Emmanuel  and  Sarah),  l>.  S  April,  Ki.'i.j:  drew  Id.  in 
allot,  of  1694:  a  signer  for  parish  at  West  Farms,  1712:  in  1715.  signed 
petit,  for  the  Great  Swamp  pari.sh,  which  incl.  Beekley's  Quarter  and 
further  south  and  west  (now  in  Berlin)  :  one  of  the  purchasers  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  but  did  not  sett,  there. 

BUCK,  Sgt.  Samuel,  (son  of  Hemy  and  Elizabeth)  b.  2  Feb.,  1(564:  surveyor.  lOD.-J; 
drew  Id.  in  1604:  allowed  to  nin  his  fence  to  the  "Great  Rock"  I E.  of 
present  Cove),  in  1690:  gr.  Id.  for  shops  (18  ft.  sq.)  next  X.  of  Steven 
Chester's  ware-house,  by  the  River,  1698:  lister,  1708:  keeper  of  Keney's 
Ferry. 

BUCK,  Steven,  a  petit.,  1712,  for  the  West  Farms  pari-h,   (Xewington). 
BUCKIXGHAM,  Tho.mas,   (Rev.)  supplied  tlie  pulpit  in  Weth.,  1003-4 — See  Chapter 

vin. 

BUCKLAXD,  Thomas. 

BUKER,  Wid.,  was  given,  by  the  Town,  "that  little  house  which  was  built  for 
Goodwife  Powel,"  13  Dec,  1714. 
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BUCKLEY,  Rev.  Colonel,  and  Doctor  Gkbkiiom,  («oii  of  Rev.  Peter  of  Concord, 
Mass.)  b.  G  Dec,  l(i.'i(i  (ace.  to  t'hapinitn)  ni.  Siinili  (dim.  of  President) 
Chajincey,  of  Harvard  Colle;:e,  2(1  Oct.,  Itl.")!):  ;,'riid.  at  II.  C  IGo.'i.  In  ItHJlj, 
the  Town  of  Wetli.  after  eon-iderable  netrotiiition  secured  him  as  its  pastor, 
and  as  such  he  reiiiaiiied  vintil  about  1G77.  After  lii.s  resij.'nati()n  from  the 
ministry  lie  devoted  himself  nioitly  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  to 
public  affairs.  Hi.s  euterpriye  and  activities  in  many  directions,  make  hi.s 
name  often  to  appear  u]K)n  the  Land  Jiccs.  of  tlie  Town. — See  aUo.  Chapter 
V.  and  VII.,  and  Jlulkrley  Oencalugy  in  our  Second  Volume. 

The  Id.  gr.  to  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  his  sett,  (in  addition  to  tlie  Town's  par- 
sonage land  uixin  which  lie  resided  and  had  the  use  of)  according  to  a  vote, 
dated  4  Dec,  ItidT,  consisted  of  120  ac.  forming  part  of  a  sq.  piece  of  '"eleven 
score  acres,"  of  which  Ixev.  ^Ir.  Stone  rec'd  tiie  remainder  of  100  acre* :  and 
situated  abt.  the  mouth  of  Divideiit  Jirooke,  the  Conn.  Uiver  hdg.  it  on  the 
E.  and  ]Midd.  X.  line  in  the  S.  This  Id.  had,  in  lUGl.  been  gr.  to  (Jov. 
Winthrop,  on  condition  of  his  building  a  saw-mill  thereon.  The  Oov.  failed 
to  fulfill  the  condition  and  his  title  accordingly  la[>sed,  and  liiilS  hi'  <iuit- 
claimed,  to  the  Town  apparently,  all  his  title  "to  any  Id.  wood  or  timber 
below  the  falls  of  Divident  I'rooUe,  wliicli  are  below  the  ]iathwey  leading  to 
Midd."  This  quitclaim  was  ent.  for  rec  by  Mr.  )A.  in  1(171. 

In  Feb.,  1070,  he  hail  been  gr.  ^t*  ac  add.  Kl.  ne.\t  N.  of  the  above  piece;  -a  that 
he  now  had  140  ac.  all  of  wliicli  he  rec  May,  1071,  and  it  is  described  as 
being  178  rods  long  on  the  X.  side,  and  100  rods  on  the  W.  side,  102  on  S. 
side,  and  meaning  from  the  '"market  tree"  KiO  rods  on  the  Iv  side,  measure 
due  X.  fron;  the  tree  marked  \'.  (1.  In  Feb.,  lOTO,  jMr.  H.  ""wu^  niimied  to 
builu  a  eoine-mill  at  Diviiieiil"  and  asked  leave  i,.>  pond  water  icr  ;1..U  pur 
pose  on  the  Town's  common  Id,  which  was  gr.  He  built  the  mill  verv 
soon,  for  in  X'ov.,  107S,  the  Town  gave  him  l.'iO  ac  add.  Id.  adj.  hi-  present 
Id.  "by  his  mill,"  at  the  same  time  stipulating  that  a  highway  should  l>e 
estab.  "extending  from  the  ^liild.  road  abt.  .lohn  Taylor's  ho.  alonir  to  Mr. 
B.'s  mill;  also,  another  20  rod  highway,  at  X.  end  of  .fosiali  (Jilbert's  Id.  to 
ext.  from  the  first  meot.  road  to  Uiver." 

In  Dec,  1081,  Mr.  Rulkeley  l>o't  of  Jeremiali  Drummer,  then  or  so^m  after- 
wards, of  Boston,  the  ho-std.,  which  the  latter  had  bo't  of  John  Betts,  and 
which  was  orig.  built  and  owned  by  John  Rose,  next  S.  of  the  home  of 
Robert  Seelcy,  perhaps  in  the  first  yr.  of  the  sett,  (being  where  the  home 
of  the  Levi  Warner  heirs  now  is)  on  the  K.  side  of  Broad  .'""'t.  By  deed  of 
21  Apl.,  1712,  :Mr.  Bulkeley  gave  this  ho-std.  to  his  s.  Edward  Bulkelev. 

Mr.  B.  with  Capt.  John  Chester.  Sen.,  Capt.  Thos.  Willes  and  Xath'l  Foote. 
was  chosen  by  Weth.,  1702.  to  "manedg"  the  matter  of  tlie  ejectment  of 
the  Glast.  occupants  of  the  5-inile  extension  (now  Eastbury)  and  to  re- 
cover said  Ids.  for  the  "proprietors  of  l(i7;{,"  and  the  heirs  of  i!ecea«ed 
pprs. ;  and  considering  his  then  advanced  age,  he  entered  into  the  conte-t 
with  great  vigor. 
He  also,  had  a  famous  suit  with  Mr.  John  Hollister,  of  \\etli..  in  1GS4-8-5,  as  to 
the  title  of  certain  Ids.  at  Xaubuc,  which  resulted  in  official  re-survey,  by 
order  of  the  Gen.  Ct.,  of  the  lands  in  question,  and  which  li'ft  him  the  victor 
in  the  legal  contest. — See,  also  Appendix  VI. 

BUXCE,  .To.VATiiAX,  called  '"Clerk"  when  chosen  collector,  170.'):   he.  or  one  of  «ame 
name,  adm.  inhab.  of  Weth.  from  Iltfd.,  Dec.  1707. 

BUNCE,  THOMA.'i,  rec.  ho-std.  bo't  of  Mr.   [John]   Sherman,  prior  to  1C4.T:  bd.  W.  by 
High  St.;  X.  by  Mr.  [John]  Taleott;  S.  by  Rich.  Belden. 
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BUNCE,  Jekemiah,  living  in  Wotli.,  1720,  and  owned  cattle. 

BURROWS  (Burroughs)  Konf:RT,  owned  ho-std.  in  Weth.  before  1G40.  on  N.  side 
Htfd.  road,  next  E.  of  Rich.  Mill'.-i  honnvlot.  He  ni.  Mary  (wid.  of  Sam.) 
Ireland:  was  ta.ved  in  Weth.  in  1047. 

BURROWS,  Cupt.   Petek.     See   Ooicalogics. 

BURNHAM,  Natiiamel,  surveyor;  the  Town  in  1713;  bo't  his  instruments,  and  in 
1716  he  was  chosen  Town  Clerk. 

BURNHAM,    (Rev.)    \\'ir.LiAM,   .Ir.,    (son  of  William,  of   Weth.)    b. abt. 

1684:  res.  in  Farminf^ton.  1709,  on  Id.  in  Great  Swamp  (on  what  is  now 
Kensington  parish — Berlin)  where  the  Town  had  gr.  him  50  ac:  became, 
1712,  first  pastor  of  the  Ut.  Swamp  parish,  then  including  the  S.  E.  part  of 
the  then  Far.  township.  He  grad.  H.  C,  1702:  m.  Hannah  1  dau.  Capt. 
Samuel)  Woleott  of  Weth.,  18  ^lay.,  1704:  as  early  as  1707,  steps  were 
taken  for  formation  of  Gt.  Swamp  parish,  with  special  view  of  having  Mr.  B. 
for  pastor. 

BURNHA:M,  ^^•ILLIAM,  (son  of  Thomas,  of  Htfd.)  constable,  1G92,  drew  Id.  in  1694 
allot. 

BUTLER,  Charles,  (son  of  Joseph  and  ^lary),  In  1741,  bo't  from  his  bros.  Benj. 
and  Joseph    both  "f  Mi<'d    St!  ac.  Id.  at  Dividend,  just  £.  ci  S.  line  of  Weth. 

BUTLER,  Joseph,  (son  of  Richard  of  Htfd.)  m.  abt.  1007,  Mary  (dau.  Wm.)  Good- 
rich: bo't  ho-lot,  with  ho.  etc.,  from  Sam  Wright,  24  Marcli.  1070-1.  at  Ry- 
Hill,  bd.  W.  by  main  road  to  Midd.;  S.  by  Midd.  line.  Feb.  23.  1093-4. 
Weth.  gr.  him  0  ac.  next  to  Midd.  line,  adj.  Id.  he  had  bo't  of  Wm.  Biggs' 
heirs,  conditioned  that  he  build  a  house  on  it  within  2  yrs;  in  1097,  the 
Town  gave  him  "that  piece  lying  on  the  N.  side  of  that  piece  wh.  the 
Town  formerly  gave,"  it  ext.  E.  "from  Mtdd.  road  to  the  brook"  and  N. 
to  Mr.  Gershom  Bulkeley's  lot,  leaving  space  for  a  highway  next  to  Bulkeley. 
This    was    in    Dividend. 

BUTLER,  Xathamel,  (bro.  of  .Tosrpli),  drew  Id.  as  res.  ho-holder,  l(i70:  a^  res.  Id- 
owner,  1694:  bo't  Sam.  Hurlburt's  interest  in  Eastburj-  (Five  Mile)  pur- 
chase,   1674. 

BUTLER,  Ricir.vRD,  his  ho.  in  Weth.  niciit.  20  ^Starch,  10,").5,  as  being  on  E.  side  High 
St.,  (in  the  Comiiioii)  and  next  X.  of  Geo.  Wolcott's:  drew  Id.  in  1094 
allot. 

BUTLER,  SAiitEL,  (son  of  Richard)  of  Hartford;  chosen  Town  school  master,  IGOS; 
drew  Id.  as  res.  ho-lioMer.  1070:  selectman,  10S9:  drew  Ids.  in  1094:  his 
father  gave  him  27  ac.  Id.  in  Little  West  Field  (.S.  side  of  Jordan  Lane) 
1080;  also  3  ac.  E.  side  Higli  St.  Common,  in  1082. 

BUTLER,  WiLLi.xM,  bo't  the  Rob't  Bates'  ho-std.,  wh.  he  rec.  4  May,  1641:  house 
and  6  ac.  Id;  X.  (S'O  by  John  Whitmore's  ho-std.;  E.  by  Great  Meadow; 
S.  (N?)  by  Thos.  Curtis'  ho-std.;  W.  by  High  St.  Common. 
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BUTTOLPH,  David,  (>nn  of  J..hn,  who  rem.  from  Salpiii,  Mii>s.,  to  Wetli.,  1676?, 
rec.  from  his  bro.  John,  of  Salpin,  1(!S)4,  a  lieed  of  half  iiitt'io>t  in  hostead 
and  warehouse  lately  his  father's,  John  Butteolph,  dec'd. :  the  same  yr,  the 
town  gr.  him  add.  Id.  two  rods  sq.  near  his  house.  He  drew  Id.  in  1694 
allot. 

BUTTOLPH,  fiEORnf;,  (son  of  .Tolin)  1>.  in  Sah-iii,  Mass.,  15  Oct.,  ItJCT :  drew  Id.  as 
res.  Id-owner  in  Weth.,  l(iL)4. 

BUTrOLl'H,  Lieut.  .Toiix.  .Sen.  eaine  from  Salem,  Mass.,  in  UiTfi.  or  earlier:  chosen 
constable,  107!':  townsman  (Selectman),  10S6;  bo't  from  John  Coleman 
(who  had  rem.  to  Hatfield)  his  two  ho-lots  on  S.  side  of  road  connecting 
Meeting  House  Square  with  Broad  St.,  and  fronting  E.  on  I'.road  St. 

BUTTOLPH,  Jon.N,  (son  of  Lieut,  John),  rem.  to  Salem,  Mass.,  where,  as  executor 
of  his  father's  est.  he,  in  1093,  conveyed  to  his  bro.,  GeorL'e,  half  the  ho-std. 
wh.  his  father  left,  on  X.  \V.  cor.  Broad  and  Short  Sts.,  Weth.:  sold  another 
portion  of  same  to  Mr.  Joseph  Rowlandson. 

BYSBIE,  (sometimes  Bisl>ee)  William,  gentleman,  of  London,  Eiig.,  father  of  Phehe, 
wife  of  Sam.  Martin  of  \\'etli.,  and  trustee  of  her  children.     Mrs.  Martin's 

first  husband  was  Bracey,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons,  John  and 

Thomas,  both  of  Weth. 

CAMP,  JoH.v,  (son  of  .John  of  Hartford),  a  signer  to  petit,  of  1712.  for  new  parish 
at  W.  Farms  (Xewington):  was  bro.  to  Hannah  Camp,  wife  of  Amasa 
Adnnis.  of  Wfth. 

CAMP,  Joseph,  bro.  of  foregoing — signed  same  petition. 

CASE,  RiCHAKu,  chosen  Town-crier,  22  March,  lOCG-7. 

CARPENTER,  .John,  (  ?),  for  suit  of  Carpenter  t<t.  Deming,  June,  1648.— See  Conn. 
Col.  Rec,  I.,  p.  164:  "Carpenter's  Lane''  was  the  road  from  "Egypt"'  to 
present  res.  of  Frank  Robbins,  ISOO. 

CARRIXGTON,  .John.  rec.  his  ho-lot  (bo't  of  Sam.  Martin)  8  March.  1647;  it  was 
orig.  Ed.  Vere's  lot.  bd.  X.  by  highway;  £.  by  a  common;  .S.  by  a  swamp; 
W.  by  a  swamp,  or  common:  2'(.  ac. :  sold  to  wid.  of  Leonard  Chester:  res. 
next  W.  of  Robert  Francis'  on  Sandy  Lane.  In  1652  Can'ington  sold  %  ac. 
of  Id.  with  a  "sellar"  on  it,  to  Sam.  Martin  prior  to  3  Aurr.,  1643,  show- 
ing him  to  have  been  a  very  early  settler.  In  1049.  the  Town  gave  him  a 
home  lot  of  30  rods.     See  Chapter  XVII  under  head  of  Witchcraft. 

CATLIN,  (sometimes  CatteUn  and  Cnttlinq)  .John,  supp.  son  of  Thomas  of  Htfd., 
and  m.  ilary  Marshall.  23  Sept.,  1662,  but  lavage  says  that  this  John  was 
of  Htfd.  and  m.  Marj-  Marshall,  27  July,  1605,  which  makes  it  appear 
that  John  of  Weth.  was  a  hro.  of  Thomas  of  Htfd.  He  prob.  went  to 
Newark,  X.  J.,  but  some  of  his  descs.  remained  in  Weth. — See  Caiulee  Geneal, 
also  Vol.  II,  our  Genealogies. 

CATLIN,  Thomas,  of  Htfd.,  1606,  when  Hugh  Welles  mort.  his  ho-std.  to  hira. 

CATTEL,  John-,    (same  as  Catlin  and  Cultelin.)—See  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  I.,  457. 
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CHAPLIX,  Clemk.vt,  -Kuli,,;,.  EMcr  to  t!,..  Chunh  oi   Christ    in   Woth-   Iroa-urcr 

of  the  Colony,    l.;j2-3.      C.un,.  to   \V..,1,.   fn.m    Harttnr.l    in    l,i40.  or  earlier; 

•_  rech.s  homestead  23  April.    UWl  :   .",.,  ac.  1,1.  with  a   l,o.  an.l  ban.  on   it: 

M.  N    by  1,1.  of  John  Thompson  :   K.  l.y  tlu-  corner  of  the   ^..een  or  connnon" 

[by  the  meetin-   house]    in   part,   partly   !„•  Rose   Lane:    S    l,y   1,1     f„f  the 

fonn]  re.serve,I  for  home-lots;   W.  |,y  Ms.  "not  iiiven."  .Mav  1.'  l.UI    he  reo 

another  ho-.st.I.  which  he  ha,l  1,,,-t  of  wi,l..  Ra.!..-!  Hr..n,lis"h.     lie  had   1-^00 

«c.  of  Id.  at   Xaubuc    (Ca^tonlany.   now)    wlu,>h    hi.   wid.   in    I.l.il.   sold  to 

Henry  Wolcott  of  Win.lsor.     She  aKo.  th.„  l.-in-  a  res.  of  Roxburv    M,ss  " 

24   Sept.,    lOCO.  .sold   the  ho-.td..    ilvst   above  described,   to   Henrv  "woloott; 

who  bo  t  .t  for  his  son.  Henry.     The  latter's  ;,,l.,on,  .San.nel.  Jr..  .sold  part  of 

the  place,  ,n  17.52.  to  .To>eph  Webb,  who  bu.lt  the.e  the  now  famous  -Webb 

House'  .n  wb.  Wa.shington  an.l  some  of  the  American  and  French  -enerals 

were   entertained    in    I7S1.     The   .sjlas   Deane   ho.   next    a.Ij.    on   the   South 

stands  on  part  of  the  Woleott  l.omeMead.     Deane  bo't  of  Klizab.-th   Wolcott 

sister  of   .San.uel.   Jr..   and   built   the   Deane   hou~e.     \Ahen   Webb   built   he 

demolished  the  Wolcott  hou.se.     Wolcott  also  bo-t    :J0  ae.  in  Great  Meadow 

S.X  score  ac.  in  the  West  Fiel.l.  ne.xt  .S.  of  the  "Town  Id.":   18  ac.  in  the  D.-v 

bwatnp.  bd.  by  highway  W.  a.,d  (  onn.  Uiv.  K..  Cliester's  Id.  X..  and  Thurston 

Raj-nor's  S. ;  5  ac.  in  Beaver  Meadow:   IS  ae.  in  Wet   (Fearful)   .^wamp:  all 

from  Chaphn's  est.     Chaplin  .sold  many  piece,  includin-  the  Rn.ndi-h   ho- 

std.  to  John  Goodrich,  Sen.,  which  the  latter  did  not  record  until  U\r2. 

CilAPPELL,  George  (Sen?),  had  ho.  and  4  ac.  1.1.  before  26  April,  1G41;  in  the 
angle  formed  by  the  junct.  of  River  St.  and  .Sandy  Lane. 

CHAPPELL.  Otokoe,   (Jr.)   c.n'led  =n  t' i^  r.-oi,l      ti      --r-  .'-  -  .   , 

,    I    I.I    i.i  itii  .n  I..L  it.oiil..  tbc     i>     utroige,  son  ot   I  George?] 

and  Margaret,  b.  17,  March,  l(i.);{. 

CHAPPELL,  Geobce,  a  cooper's  appivntioe  in  1037.  or  thereabouts:  apparentiv  no' 
related  to  either  of  the  other  George  Chappells:  a  dissolute  man  of  "little 
account. 

CHERRY,  JoH.x,  drew  Id.  as  a  res.  ho-hohler  in  the  1G70  allot.:  was  i„  Wetl...  1073 
and  had  a  blacksmith  shop:  in  .lannary,  1072.  .sold  his  Id  next  to  Far' 
line,  to  Sgt.  John  Stedman;  in  1073  had  an  apprentice  named  Tho.  Good- 
fellow. 

CHESTER,  Capt.  Joii.v,  (old.  eh.  of  Leonard  an.l  Mari).  I,.  3  Au-.  103.-)— whether 
at  Weth.  or  Watcrtown  seems  to  be  uncertain,  tho"  bis  father  certainly 
was  in  Weth.  at  time  of  bis  birth.  He  m.  Sarah  (flau.  Gov  Thomas) 
Welles,  Feb.,  1054;  was  gr.  Id.  for  a  ware-house  at  the  river  landin-  (now 
S.  E.  bank  of  the  Cove),  23  Feb.,  1070.     In  1G71,  the  town  gave  him  3  ac. 

•  Id  adj.  his  mill-lot  on  the  \V..  which  he  released  to  the  Town  in   10S3.  The 

Town  gr.  him  a  lot  100  rods  long,  to  contain  3  score  ac.  next  S.  of  the  "Lon-' 

Lot",    in    1080.     The   Long   Lot   ha.l    belonged   to   his   father.     He   bo't    the 

:  gri.st-min    (wh.   his   father   had   built  an,l  owned,   in    1037)    with   20  ac    of 

..-.  .  .  Id.  of  John  Stoddard,  in  1002.  The  latter  had  bo't  it  of  the  wid.  of" Leonard 
Chester.  He  bo't  the  Francis  Willouirhby  hom,>stead  on  the  \A-est  side  of 
Broad  St.  in  1000.  Willoughby  then  living  in  Charlestown.  Mass.  He  ba.l 
a  lot  on  the  E.  side  of  the  way  to  the  Mill  and  out  of  it  was  taken,  in 
part,  the  highway  running  E.  from  the  Mill  to  Mi.ld.  road.  .Tohn  Coult- 
man's  being  S.  and  Sam.  Boardman's  E.  of  Chester's  lot. 
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CHESTKIt,  .Miij.  Joiix,  (scjn  of  .rnlui  and  Sarah  W.-lles),  b.  10  June,  lO.lO;  m. 
Hannali  (dau.  Mr.  Sainiii'l)  TaUntt.  -2.")  Nov.,  lUSli ;  rate  maker,  IU87 ;  re- 
corder  (Town  Clerk)    lU!).'). 

CHESTKn,  l.Eo.NARu,  witli  liis  wiiV.  Mary  (  Neville? ) ,  came  from  Blaby,  Leicester- 
shire, En{^.,  to  Watortown,  Ma.->.,  UVM't.  He  was  tlie  son  <if  John  and 
Dorotli}-  (Hooker)  Chester,  his  mother  being  a  sister  of  the  famous  Rev. 
Tliomns  Hooker.  Chester,  hein^'  about  24  yrs.  of  a^fe,  left  Watertown  for 
W'eth.,  in  the  fall  of  l(i'i4.  or  sprin;,'  of  lOSj;  his  wife,  as  Uoiid  and  ffavage 
sii|)iii)se,  remaining  in  Watertown  until  after  the  birth  of  tlieir  lirst  child, 
John,  in  Aufr.,  l(i."}.5.  T/iw  hirtli  is  (onnd  rcc.  in  With.  He  rec.  his  ho-std., 
2.5  June.  1041  ;  described  as  a  trail  of  .'i'^  ae.  with  a  ho.,  two  l)anis  and 
other  bhiffs.  thereon;  hd.  X.  W.  by  Broad  St.;  S.  E.  by  .Matthew  Mitchell's 
ho-std.;  X.  E.  by  Tho.  Coleman's:  S.  \V.  by  Leslie  Bradfield's.  It  was 
where  tlie  ho.,  now  (1S93)  occup.  by  \V.  H.  Skaats,  stands.  He  had  large 
tracts  on  both  siiles  of  the  Uiver.  bein;:  one  of  the  j,'reat  Id-owners;  he  built 
the  tirst  <,Mist-niill  in  Weth.  and  iierliaps  in  the  Colony,  in  Iti.'JT,  as  appears 
in  his  will  of  tliat  date,  which  dilVers  from  his  will  of  1G4S,  wh.  latter  is  tlie 
only  one  ever  publislied.  In  ItUtJ,  he  bo't  the  Edward  Scott  ho-std.  ne.\t 
S.  of  Xatbaniel  Dickinson;  in  l(i47  he  owned  ')3  ae.  in  the  Plain,  being  the 
largest  ppr.  in  it. 

CHESTER,  .Stephen,  (son  of  Leonard  and  Mary)  b.  3  :March,  1030;  in  1071  was 
gr.  by  the  Town  Id.  for  a  site  of  a  ware-house,  next  to  the  piece  previously 
given  by  the  Town  to  his  bro.,  .Tohti,  on  what  was  then  tho  bank  of  the 
■River,  but  now  the  S.  E.  shore  of  the  Cove:  !><■  iire>'-  !d.  in  the  1004  allot.; 
in  10'J7,  the  Town  voted  hiui  20  iic.  of  \v<. >.;'.'.„ in!.  He  J.,  according  i<, 
(loodwin.  at  Hartford,  23  Apl.,  I'or^.  unmarried. 

CHESTER,  STEfllEN,  (son  of  .John  an<l  Sarah),  b.  20  May,  1000;  ni.  Jemima,  (dau. 
Lieut.  James)  Treat,  17  Dee.,  1001:  he  drew  Id  in  the  allot,  of  1094;  he 
d.  9  Feb.,  1098;  his  wid.  survived  him  many  yrs.,  dying,  5  Oct.,  ll'io. 

CHESTER.  THOMA.S,  (son  of  John  and  Sarah),  b.  23  March,  1002;  m.  Mary  (dau. 
Richard)  Treat.  10  Dec,  1084;  chosen  hayward,  1085;  drew  Id.  in  1094 
allot. 

CHURCHILL,  Benjamin,   (son  of  .rosiah  and  Elizabeth),  b.  16  'Slay.  10.52;  m.  Mary 

8  July,  1070;  collector.  1080;  drew  Id.  in  1094  allot.;  lieut.  1702;  and 

on   committee  to   lay   out   highways,   (tc. :   seems   to   have   succeeded  to  his 
father's  ho-std.;  he  was  a  surveyor  and  "Clerk." 

CHURCHILL,  .JnsEi'ii,  (son  of  .Josiah  and  Elizabeth),  b.  2  Dec.  1040;  m.  Mary 
16  Ma}-,  1674;  chosen  surveyor,  1079;  constable,  1089;  drew  Id.  in  1094  allot. 

CHURCHILL,  Jo.siAn,  the  Settler,  was  in  Weth.  prior  to  1038,  when  he  m.  Eliza- 
beth (dau.  of  Nathaniel)  Foote ;  rec  iiis  ho-std..  28  April,  1041.  house 
and  6  ac.  Id.  bd.  by  High  .St.  W. ;  Great  Meadow  E. ;  road  into  Gt.  Mead.  S.; 
ho-lot  of  John  .Jessup,  X*.;  sold  it  to  Henry  Hayward  (or  Howard)  10.59,  or 
earlier;  then  bo't  the  Chas.  Taintor  lio-std,  for  which  see  Taintor :  d.  .Jan., 
1686;   drew  Id.  in  West  Division.   1070. 

CHURCHILL,  X'atiianiei..  (son  of  Joseph  and  Mary)  b.  1697;  was  a  signer  of  the 
petition  of  1712  for  a  separate  parish  at  W.  Farm,  now  Xew.  From  him 
prob.  are  descended  all   the  X'ew.  and  Berlin  Churchills. 


260  HISTORY     OF    ANCIKNT     WKTHKKSKIKLD. 

CLARKE,  (sometimes  "Clarcke")  John,  the  Settler;  came  to  Weth.  from  Water- 
town,  proli.  in  It!.".):  sold  his  ho-std.  to  .John  Roljliins,  -Oentleman,"  Oct., 
1C.3.S,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Quinnipiac  (New  Haven)  ;  it  consisted  of  a 
ho.,  bam  and  .5  ai-.  of  M.;  bd.  X.  W.  by  Broad  St.;  S.  E.  by  ■•Adventurers- 
Id.  (plain]  of  KoU-n  Rose;  S.  W.  by  ho-lot  of  \Vm.  Palmer;  N.  E.  by  Rob't 
Rose.  Also,  20  ac.  of  "Adventure  Id.";  rem.  from  New  Haven  to  Saybrook, 
1049;  was  one  of  the  mo*t  inlluential  uien  in  Colony:  an.i  one  of  the  10 
grantees  named  in  the  Col.  Cliartov  ot   \W>1. 

CLARK,  Samiel,  had  a  luuiielot  on  \V.  side  of  High  St..  next  S.  of  Rieh'd  West- 
cott's,  prior  to  ItUO;  and  Ids.  in  Little  West  Field  prior  to  Ui41  :  exceptinir 
of  his  removal  to  Stamford,  prob.  abt.  1040,  nothing  further  is  known  of 
him. — See  Savagi'. 

CL.VRK.  William,  may  have  been  the  William  of  Doriiie>ter,  of  whom  Sdvar/c  finds 
no  trace,  after  lOtU.  A  piece  of  Id.,  for  a  ho.  to  be  built  on,  was  gr.  him  bv 
the  town  in  (W.  T.  V.  1..  ioi}.  to  be  "near  Goodman  [Thomas?]  Hurlburt's 
coal-kiln,"  which  grant  .John  Belden  complained  of,  ICSO.  as  an  injury  to 
him;  bd.  N.  E.,  X.  W..  and  S.  W.  by  the  highway,  U4  ac. ;  he  drew  Id.  in 
1694  allot.;  in  1G9G  his  lot  is  said  to  adjoin  that  of  Eeuj.  Adams;  the  w  id., 
Mar>-  Smith,  is  called  his  mother-in-law,  in  deed  of  0  June,  1094. 

COE,  EoBF-BT,  a  Settler  of  10:5.) ;  his  ho-.std.,  a  ho.  and  .3  ac.  Id.  was  Ixl.  S.  E.  by 
Broad  St.;  N.  W.  by  Ro.se  Lane;  X.  E.  by  Matthew  Mitchell's  ho-lot;  S. 
W.,  bv  Fletcher  Lane:  rem.  to  Stamford,  l(i40,  and  sold  KU  place  to  James 
Booiipv  - 

COLE,  Hexby. — See  Savage. 

COLE,  jAitES,  of  Hartford,  b<yt  Lieut  .John  Hollister's  land  at  Penny-wise,  next  S. 
of  Htfd.  bds..  in  104.5:  but  it  di:>es  not  appear  tliat  he  ever  res.  in  Weth. 

COLE,  Ltdl*..  wid.  of  Samuel,  .Sen.  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1694;  was  still  living  at 
Rock-y  Hill,  1726. 

COLE,  Saml-el.  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Rusco?)  :  b.  10  Sept..  10.56:  >'avnge  make« 
his  parents  at  Midd.  in  1046,  but  this  could  hardly  be.  since  Mattabesett's 
settlement  was  not  bt\;run  till  1049-50.  Had  a  ho-lot  at  Rocky  Hill,  16S3, 
where  the  Town  gave  him  P,-  ac.  add'l;  d.  before  1094,  as  appears,  leaving 
wid.  Lydia,  and  children,  Samuel.  .Joseph  and,  perhaps,  others. 

COLE,  Saml-el,  son  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  (  '')  res.  at  Ry-Hill.  where  his  father  lived 
before  him;  haj-vvard  1701;  fence-viewer,  1702. 

COLEM.XX.  .John,  (son  of  Thomas?)  had  a  ho-lot  in  1659.  on  the  E.  side  of  High 
St.  next  S.  of  .Joseph  Dickin-on's:  he  drew  Id.  in  1094  allot.;  collector,  1700; 
fence-viewer,  1713;  rem.  to  Hatfield,  1659  or  1000. 

COLEMAN,  Lieut.  Jonx,  (son  of  John  of  Hatfield  and  gd-son  of  Thoma=.  the  Weth. 
settler),  b.  1669;  drew  Id.  in  allot,  of  1094;  collector  in  1700:  fence-viewer, 
1713. 

COLE^LVX,  XOAII,  (son  of  Tliomas.  the  Settler)  drew  Id.  in  Indian  Purchase.  1673; 
on  the  Committee  to  run  the  S.  line  of  the  town,  8  April,  1001. 
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COLEMAN,  Thomas,  first  of  the  name  in  Wetli.,  porhaps  came  in  1030;  was  towns- 
man (selectman)  1040-7;  rec.  his  ho-std.,  Mch.,  1047,  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  ac. 
Id.  on  Broad  !St.,  \V.;  the  Plain  E.;  Leonard  Chester's  ho.lot  iS. ;  that  of 
Abraham  Finch,  Sen.,  N.  This,  ac.  to  recs.  he  sold  to  Thos.  Welles,  2d, 
his  son-inlaw.and  to  Jolin  Coultnian.  the  school  master.  In  IGoC  he  bo't 
from  Ricii.  Treat,  .Jr.,  the  ho-std.  formerly  of  Thurston  llaynor  and  Sam. 
Hubbard's,  respectively.  In  l(i.>6.  town.sman  again;  rem.  to  Hadley,  1600; 
d.  1074,  leaving;  sons,  Joiin  and  Noah  and  three  dau.'s:  one  of  wliom.  Sarah, 
m.  Rich.  Treat,  of  Weth.  abt.  IGOl.  His  second  wife  was  wid.  Frances 
Welles,  by  whom  he  had  a  dau..  Deborah  in  1003,  he  bo't  48  ac.  from  Sara. 
Smith,  lying  in  the  West  Field,  wh.  was  not  rec,  till  1075,  after  his  de- 
cease.— See   Judd's    Uadhy. 

COLFAX,  a  Jonathan  whom  we  can  not  exactly  place,  owned  Id.  in  the  Great 
Swamp,  about,  or  in  1043.  He  may  liave  been  a  brother  of  William,  the 
settler. 

COLFAX,  (sometimes  Colefax,  Volcfrx,  etc)  William,  a  carpenter;  rec.  his  Weth. 
ho-std.  bo't  of  Jacob  Waterhou.se.  June  8,  1047;  ho.  and  3  ac.  Id;  bd.  High 
St.  W.;  Great  Meadow,  E. ;  ho-lot  of  Wm.  Cross,  S.;  .Josiah  Churchill,  N.; 
sold  this  to  Rich,  ilontague  abt.  20  Feb.,  10.)0;  Henry  Hay  ward  (or 
Howard)  then  bdg.  him  S. ;  he  bo't  another  ho-std.  of  .Sam.  Wyllys,  15  Nov., 
1659,  ho.,  barn  and  3  ac.  Id.;  the  highway  (Bell  lane?)  E. ;  Sam.  Wyllys, 
S.;  Abraham  Elsen,  X.;  est.  div.  to  children,  Feb.,  1G61-2. 

COLLINS.  Samvel,  first  of  the  name  in  Weth?  (son  ot  Samuel  of  Midd?)  b.  21 
Oct.,  1608;  sett,  in  Rocky  Hill;  in  1712  on  a  school-site  committee. 

COLT,  Abraham, 

COLTMAN,  (Coultmaji)  John,  from  Newton  Harcoate,  Weston  p.arish,  Co.  Leicester, 
Eng.,  first  rec.  ho-std.  26  March,  1047,  bo't  of  Tho.  Coleman,  a  ho.,  barn 
and  3  ac.  Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  W.;  the  Plain,  E. ;  Thomas  Coleman's  ho-lot, 
S. ;  that  formerly  of  Abraham  F'inch,  N. ;  in  1653,  the  town  gave  him  % 
ac.  Id.  taken  from  upper  end  of  Broad  St.,  bd.  N.  S.  and  W.  by  the  st., 
on  condition  that  he  build  a  ho.  thereon,  and  live  on  it  seven  years,  "he 
being  so  changeable,  ever  sence  he  was  his  owne  man";  also,  6  ac.  of 
meadow  and  swamp;  he  was  the  Town  schoolmaster  in  1007  and  for  some 
yrs.  thereafter;  in  1048,  he,  with  Nath'l  Dickin.son  bo't  the  Chester  mill, 
the  town  helping  them  therein  to  the  extent  of  £15;  they  continued  to  hold 
it  till  abt.  1000,  or  earlier  wnen  John  Stoddard  became  the  owner  of  Dickin- 
son's share;  in  1007,  he  bo't  the  Francis  Yates'  ho-lot  by  the  Meeting-house; 
in  1008,  the  Town  gr.  him  Id.  12  ac.  near  the  mill,  adjoining  the  mill-way 
S.;  in  1003,  he  gave  to  Will.  Taylor  the  Id.  wh.  the  Town  had  given  him 
.  out  of  Broad  St.;  he  bo't  it  back  in  1008;  in  1000,  he  conveys  to  his  wife 
his  interest  in  the  mill;  and  the  next  day  bo't  a  third  int.  for  Joim  Chester 
who  had  bo't  of  Stoddard;  in  1074  tlie  Town  gr.  him  12  ac.  Id.  (laid  out  in 
1682?).  Coultman  had  been  a  '"servant"  (i.  e.  in  the  employ)  of  Leonard 
Chester.     He  m.  Mary  . 

COMSTOCK,  Samuel,— See  Sarage. 

COMSTOCK,  William,  bo't  a  ho  std.  of  Rich.  Mills,  wh.  he  rec,  28  April,  1641, 
2  ac.   Id.  with  "a   barne  with   two  cellars  and  other  hidings"  bd.   N.  and 


202  HISTORY    OF    AN'CIENT    WKTIIERSFIELD. 

S.  by  highway  (Fort  St.  ;in<l  Sandy  Lane);  E.  by  honi  lots  of  Jeffrey 
Ferris  and  Sam.  Irehind;  in  1042,  he  bo't  1  ac.  from  I'erris.  ne.\t  adj.;  sold 
the  whole  to  Andrew  Langdon  in  1043 ;  rem.  t  ■  New  Lond.  abt.   UioO  . 

COTTOX,  Rev.  John,  (son  of  llev.  John  of  Boston,  who  was.  ace.  to  Sa\af?e,  the 
most  distinjruished  divine  of  this  country,  in  that  a;;e)  ;  invited  to  Weth., 
1G59;  consented  to  siii)i>iy  the  pulpit  until  end  of  May,  ItitiD;  Town  app. 
Sam.  Martin  to  "j^oe  downe  to  the  Bay"  and  attend  Mr.  Cotton.  wliiUt  he  is 
bringing  up  liis  things,  "upon  his  ownu  horse,"  2.5  ilay,  liJiiU;  Town  pro- 
vides a  house  fur  him,  ICCO;  question  of  his  settlement  still  discussed.  liUil; 
hired  for  another  year.  Feb.,  1601;  again  in  1002,  and  June.  100.!.  His 
aervices  at  Weth,  ended  with  this  yr,  and  he  had  never  been  "settled" 
there.     He  m.  Joanna  (dau.  of  Dr.  Bray)  Kossiter  of  Windsor,  7  Nov.,  1660. 

COUCH,  Thomas,  m.  Rebecca  ,  22  Nov.,  1066;  she  d.   1  Marcli,   1671-2.  He 

was  Town  crier  1005-6;  drew  Id.  in  1070  allot.;  bo't  1005,  from  .John  Styles, 
the  ho.  lot  which  the  latter  had  rec'd  from  Henrj-  Palmer  in  1004;  in 
same  yr.  bo't  the  ho-std.  of  Sigisniund  Ritehell,  E.  side  of  Broad  St.,  in 
1669,  obt.  by  excli.  with  John  Riley,  Sen.,  ti.e  hitter's  ho-std.  of  33  ae.  nxt. 
N.  of  Benj.  Crane's,  on  wiiat  is  now  M>id  Lane.  He  sold  to  Daniel  Rose,  12 
March,  1005-6,  a  liostd.  next  X.  of  Emanuel  Buck's,  on  S.  W.  side  of  road 
to  Htfd. 

COUCH,  Thomas,  (son  of  the  preceding?)  petit,  the  town.  Dee..  1718,  for  a 
piece  of  Id.  42  rods  long  and  20  rods  wide  "near  the  brook  called  Two- 
Stone,"  bd.  X.  by  Ids.  of  Mr.  Win.  Warner  and  the  other  side  by  the  com- 
mon. The  town  gr.  it;  in  hi-'  petit.  s;\i(l  !•-  had  'Ti"*  •^lo  r-?-l  of  Id.  of  his 
own  to  set  his  foot  upon." 

CRABBE,  RiCHAKi),  came  to  Weth.  prob.  in  1035  or  '30;  his  hostd.  wasj  ».  ho.  and 
6%  ac.  Id.  bd.  by  Hight  St.,  W. ;  tlie  Great  ileadow,  E.;  ho-lcts  of  Edward 
Sherman,  S.;  and  John  Deming,  X.;  (bo't  by  John  Talcott  for  liis  son 
Samuel?)  ;  rem.  to  Stamford.  1040. 

CRAFTS,  Moses,  chosen  hayward  10S4  and  '80;  drew  Id.  in  1694  allot.;  surveyor, 
1700;  Bradford  Town  Hcc,  under  date  of  Oct..  1883,  ment.  him  as  "form- 
erly of  Xew  Haven,  now  of  Weth.  yeoman." 

CRAXE,  Be.x.iamix,  Sumgc  says  he  was  first  from  IMedfteld;  that  he  m.  12  Sept., 
1656,  Elinor  Breck  of  Dorcliester,  Mass..  then  rem.  to  Weth.  B\it  Weth. 
Recs.  estab.  the  fact  that  he  m.  Marj-  Backus,  23  Apl.,  1655:  that  24  Feb., 
1656,  the  Town  gave  him  a  ho-lot  of  2VL'  ac.  bd.  by  the  Common,  X.  W.;  a 
brook  and  John  Graves'  ho-lot,  X.  E.:  the  Common  S.  W. ;  the  highway  S. 
W.  He  also  bo't  John  Dickinson's  Id.  in  the  West  Field,  soon  after  the 
latter's  rem.  to  ILulley,  1059-00.  Tliis  last  (where  the  ho.  of  late  Sam'l 
Coleman,  dec'd  stands)  was  in  Mud  Lane,  and  was  where  he  built  his  ho. 
and  tanneries.  The  ho.  was  one  of  the  six  fortified  in  1704,  by  order  of  the 
Town.  The  Town  gr.  him  3  ac.  Id.  next  Beaver  (now  Tando's)  Brof>k, 
1663;  he  drew  Id.  in  1070  allot.;  bo't  Id.  of  Rob't  Rose  1670;  was  given 
more  Id.  nxt.  S.  of  Job  Whitcondi's,  1080;  wid.  d.  1  Apl.  1001. 

CRANE,  Be.nmamix,  (s.  Benj.  and  Mary)  b.  1  Mch.,  1651;  rate  maker.  10S5;  drowned 
1693;  bo't  fm.  Daniel  Rose  the  Philip  GofTe  lot  of  4  ac.  S.  side  of  GofTe's 
Brook,  in  1071,  bd.  by  highway  W. 
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CRANE,  IsKAEL,  (>.  Benj.  and  .Man)  drew  hi.  in  1694;  collector,  1700;  il.  170S, 
leavinf,'    4    rii'n    of    wli.    Joiiii    Hi-ldiiij;    wus    guard;    owned    the    Northera- 

niost  Id.  on  Wright's  Ishind. 

CRANE,  Jacoh,   (s.  J{cnj.  and  Mar\  j   drew  id.  in  1094;  d.   1718. 

CRANE,  John,  (s.  Benj.  aji<l  Mary)  h.  21  Apl.,  1003,  drew  hi.  in  1004;  wid.  Abigail 
m.  Sam.  Walker.  1090  or  10'.'7. — Col.  Jfcc,  IV.,  202, 

CRANE,  Joseph,    (s.   Bt-iij.  aiul  Mary)    b.   1   Apt.,   KiOl  ;   huywanl.   10S5:   was  given 

10  ac.   Id.   at   Koc-ky    H.   on    W.   side   Midd.    Rd.   nxt.   S.   Heurj-   Buck's   lot,       • 
1685;  .surveyor,  100:5;  drew  !d.  in  1094;  took  up  cattle,  1703. 

CRANE,  Wid.  MAnriiA.  dr.  hi.  1094;  [slie  wa.s  Martha  Boardman.  2d  wife  of 
Benjamin,  Jr.:  aftor  his  ,hh.  in.  l(i!)7-8,  Samuel  Terry  of  Enlicld,  and 
d.  1743  in  77  yr.— H.  K.  .S.] 

(Much  adilit.  iiifortnatinn  odnopriiin^'  the  Id.  transactions  of  tliese  Cranes,  will 
be  found  in  the  Cnniv  (l-nrnloyii.  |>ub.  by  Ellery  B.  Crane). — H.  R.  S. 

CRISPE,  Zaciiakiah,  is.  Benj.  ami  Bridf,'et,  of  Watertown,  Mass.)  res.  in  Woth. 
1606,  as  appear.->  by  a  due-bill   to  him,  from  Wm.  Giles  of  Htfd. 

CROSS,  William,  pmb.  same  Wm.  wIkhii  llinmtin  says  res.  at  Htfd.  and  of  Fairfield, 
1645:  bo't  ho-std.  of  Thos.  Whituay,  itc.  18  Apl.,  I(i44;  a  ho.  .nnd  2  ae 
Id.  bd  by  High  St.  W. .  the  <.ieat  .Meadow,  E. ;  Rich.  Treat,  X.;  Wm.  Col- 
fax, S.;  d.  Fairfield,   10.-)5. 

CROWFOOT,  JcsKPii,  was  ur.   2(1  ac.  un  X.  side  rd.  lending  tin.  X.  end  of  Josiah 

.    Gilbert's  lot,  at  Dividend,  to  Conn.  River,  20  Mch.,  1097;  was  a  t.vthingman 

at  Weth.  as  early  as  1094:  ilr.  Id.  in  1094;  ta.xes  abated  1717.  : : 

CURTIS,  I.saac,  (s.  Tliomas  and  Elizabeth)  b.  Iti47;  taxed  to  pav  for  Ind.  Purchase, 
1673. 

CURTIS,  James,  (s.  Thos.  and  Elis'th)  b.  1041;  town  g:ive  him.  lOS.").  %  rods  add! 
to  width  of  his  ho-lot;  was  constable,  1080. 

CURTIS,  John,  (bro.  of  Thos.  the  Settler)  had  a  home  lot  before  1040.  E.  side  of 
High  St.,  opp.  the  Common  and  nxt.  X.  of  ho-lot  of  Robert  Bates;  lie  was 
prob.  one  of  Stratford's  early  sett,  prior  to  1052.  He  m.  Elizabeth  (dau.  of 
John,  eld.  .s.  of  Gov.  Tims.)  Welles,  abt.  1047.  Sarrif/e  seems  not  to  have 
known  that  he  was  ever  in  Weth.;  he  was  b.  IGll,  d.  1707,  ae.  90.  Their 
dau.  Elizabeth  m.  (1)  abt.  1047,  John  Welles  of  Stratford,  s.  of  Gov.  Tho.s. 
Welles;  she  m.  (2)  1002-3,  John  Wilcoxson  of  St.  Goodwin's,  Geiieal. 
Notes,  251.     See  Cothren's  M'ooilhurij,  Ct.,  II.,  pp.   1480-88. 

CURTIS,  John,  (s.  of  Thos.  i  Elizabeth)  b.  1  Jan.,  1639,  drew  hi.  in  1070  allot.;  was 
gr.  Id.  by  the  River's  side,  next  his  ho-lot,  and  e.xt.  to  the  bank  above  the 
Rocks,  b}-  the  Town,  1071;  this  ho-lot  was  that  given  him  by  his  father  in 
1670,  being  on  the  E.  side  of  High  St.,  at  its  extreme  X.  end;  was  chosen 
surveyor,  1084;  drew  Id.  in  1004  allot.;  in  1073,  sold  his  ho-std.  to 
Theophilus   Sherman   and   hot   the   latter's   ho-lot   in    Pennywi.se,   the  same 
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yr.     In  1680  his  father  gave  him  18  ac.  Id.  on  S.  side  of  road  now  Jordan 
Lane. 


CURTIS,  .John,   (.s.  of  John  and  !,'ds.  of  Tlios.,  the  Settler)   dr.  Id.  in  1094,  allot. 

CURTIS,  JoNATH.vN,  prob.  res.  in  Ry-H.  section,  of  wliioh  he  was  chosen  surveyor, 
1713. 

CURTIS,  .TosEPii,  (s.  of  Thos.  and  Elizivhctli)  b.  31  Mdi..  1044:  bo't  22  ac.  in  the 
West  Fields  from  Sam'l  Williams.  1070;  sold  10  acs.  to  Sani'l  Butler, 
1CS3. 

CURTIS,  S.^y.UEL,  (s.  of  Tims,  and  Elizabeth)  b.  1  Apl.,  IG4,'):  surveyor  1077; 
-shared,  with  his  bro.  James,  the  ho-std. :  hayward,  1703;  bo't  of  Isaac  Stiles 
his  share  in  the  Mile-in-Breadth,  in  1073;  and  of  Steph.  Chester  his,  in 
1078;  his  father  gave  him  3  ac-.  Id.  with  ho.  on  it,  off  from  the  N.  side  of 

the  ho-std.  in  1074;  wife  was  Sarah  ;   he  d.   1089(?),  or,  at  least 

admn.  was  gr.  on  his  est.  in  Feb.  that  yr.  by  the  (Andros)   Court  of  Special 
Sessions.     His  wid.  drew  Ids.  in   1094  allot. 

CURTIS,  Thom.\s,  the  Settler,  prob.  came  to  Wcth.  in  1036;  his  ho-std.  was  a  ho. 
with  6  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  the  ili^h  St.  Common,  W. ;  the  Meadow  Ids.  of  John 
Whitmore  and  John  Livermore  E.;  the  highway  next  the  River  (now 
The  Cove)  X.;  ho-lot  of  Richard  Butler  S.  The  Towti  gave  him  addit. 
Id.  adjoining  Rich.  Butler's  in  10.')0.  Sold  his  Ids.  on  E.  side  the  River  to 
ihos.  Wickham,  1002;  bo't  John  Blacklearh's  Id.  o"  S.  sid?  Jordan  La:ie, 
1G71.  He  had  a  piece  of  ',4  ac.  at  extreme  N.  end  of  Common,  bd.  N.  and 
E.  by  way  to  the  Landing  Pt. :  W.  by  Thos.  Wiekham's;  S.  by  Mr.  John 
Blackleach's  ho-Iot.;rem.  to  Wallingford,  concerning  which  see  lavage. 

DE.MING.  Bkn.tamix,  (s.  Jonathan,  .'^pn.  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert)  h.  20  July,  1684; 
chosen  ha\-\vard.  1704;  res.  Step,  parish,  where,  in  1712,  he  was  of  a  conini. 
to  bid.  a  schoolhouse;  he  contested  the  right  of  his  bro.  Jonathan's  wid. 
to  occ.  their  father's  Id.  at  Ry.II.  in  1727. 

DEMIXG.  David,    (s.  of  .John,  the   Settler), — See  Savage. 

DEMIXG.  Ebexezer,  (s.  of  John  the  Settler)  some  of  his  Id.  in  West  Field  taken 
for  a  highway,  10S4,  for  whicli  the  Town  gave  him  50  acs.  Id.  "in  the 
woods";  drew  Id.  in  1094  allot. 

DEMIXG,  Ephraim.  (.-.  of  Ebenezer)  a  -igner  of  the  1712  petit,  for  separate  parish 
at  W.   Farms — now   Xewington. 

DE.MIX(i,  .JoH.x,  the  Settler,  came  to  Wetli.  fm.  Watertownf?)  103.5;  fm.  1C.')9- 
61,  often  a  memb.  of  Gen.  Ct.:  was  one  of  the  grantees  named  in  the 
Charter  of  1002:  rec.  his  ho-?td.  in  1041.  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs.  Id.  bd.  by 
High  St.,  W. ;  the  Great  Mea..  E. :  Thos.  Standish's  ho-std.  (later,  pi)y.  of 
tred  Butler's  heirs)  X.;  Rich.  Crabb's  ho-.std.  S. ;  he  also  bo't  Rich.  Belden's 
ho-std.,  E.  side  High  St.  bo't  Robt.  Burrough's  ho-std.  in  104."),  or  earlier,  (in 
the  fork  of  Sandy  Lane  and  wiiat  is  now  Pri.son  St.)  ;  he  g:xve  the  Belden 
ppy.  to  his  s.  John,  in  lO.jO-OO:  m.  Honor  (da\i.  Rich.)  Treat;  he  was  a 
townsman    (selectman)     1047-3   and    later,   the   Town    ailded   to   his    ho-std. 
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next  to  Standisli's  cor.  1070;  he  drew  Id.  in  the  allot,  of  that  yr.  <}oodwin 
says  he  d.  1705. 

DEMIXG,  .John,  .S^t.,  (.s.  of  John,  the  Settlor)  b.  9  Sept.,  1038;  dr.  Id.  in  1094 
allot.;  the  Town  gave  him,  1074,  ten  aes.  Id.  at  Ky-H.  bd.  N.  E.  by  high- 
way leading  to  Gt.  Kiver;  Id.  of  Jo.seph  Kmitii's  heirs,  S.  E.;  on  sd. 
Smith's  Id.,  E.  and  S. ;  highway  to  Midd.,  N.  \V. ;  tlie  Coniniou  W.;  m. 
Mary   (dau.  Joseph)   ilygatt  of  Htfd. 

DEMING,  John,  (s.  J^benezer)  b.  1(!70;  was  with  Epliraini,  a  signer  of  the  1712 
petit,  for  separate  parish  at  West  Farms  (Xew.)  ;  called  "deac."  1729, 
then  res.  in  X. 

DEMIXG,  Jonathan,  Sgt.  (s.  of  John,  the  Settler)  b.  1C39;  was  gr.  Id.  at  upper 
end  of  Broad  St.,  from  the  street,  in  1002;  dr.  Id  in  allot,  of  1070.  His 
ho-lot,  taken  from  Broad  St.  was  1*4  "^cs.  bd.  by  highway  to  Jas.  Wakeley's 
ho.  S.  E. ;  highway  to  Thos.  Coleman's  pasture.  X.  E. ;  rd.  Coleman's 
pasture,  E. ;  liighway,  X.  W.  Town  gr.  him  10  acs.  Id.  "betw.  J<iseph 
Smith's  fence  and  Midd.  way,"  1072;  this  was  in  lly.-H.;  in  1G72  he  bo't 
from  Daniel  Rose  15  acs. Id.  at  Ry-H.  on  the  cor.  where  James  Warner's 
ho.  stood  (18S3)  Amos  William  being  next  X.;  in  1082,  he  bo't  fm.  Ezekiel 
Buck,  8  acs.  Id.  at  Ry-H.  bd.  E.  and  W.  by  said  Buck,  S.  by  Joseph  Ed- 
wards dec'd;  X^.  by  highway;  his  s.  Jonathan  had  this  last  piece  in  1085 
when  the  Town  gr.  him  15  or  10  acs.  to  be  added  to  the  W.  or  near  end  of 
sd.  Buck's,  Edward's  and  Sam'l  Boardman's  lots;  to  abt.  W.  on  the  Com- 
mon; S.  on  undiviiled  Id.  (of  the  Town)  ;  N.  by  highway;  to  have  its  rear 
to  be  in  a  straight  line  with  rear  of  other  lots.  He  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot. 
In  ISOO,  the  Town  gave  him  15  aes.  .it  th;  S.  end  cf  Domirg'^  Plain  (Ry-H.)  ; 
he  d.  3  Jany.,  1099-1700. 

DEMIXG,  Joxatiian,  (s.  Jonathan)  res.  Ry-H.  1085  on  the  Id.  which  his  father  bo't 
of  Ezek.  Buck;  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot. 

DEMIXG,  Jonathan,  "the  Blacksmith";  fence-viewer,  1092;  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot.; 
house  ord.  to  be  fortified,  Feb.,  1703-4. 

DEMIXG,  Sa-MCel,  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot. 

DEMING,  Thomas,   (bro.  of  -John,  the  Settler?). — See  Genealogy. 

DENTOX,  Rev.  Richard,  came  from  Wat.  to  Weth.,  1C3S?  (See  Chapter  II.); 
rec'd  his  ho-std.  24  Apl.,  1041 :  a  ho.,  2  acs.  anrl  20  rds.  of  Id.  bd.  by  Rose 
Lane,  S.  E. ;  "Ids.  ungiven",  X*^.  W. ;  John  Robbins,  X.  E. ;  a  piece  "not 
laid  out"  .S.  W. ;  From  this  description  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  had 
taken  up  this  Id.  perhaps  2  yrs.  earlier. 

DEVOTIOX,  :Mr.  John,  (s.  of  Edward  of  Roxbury?)  licensed  by  the  Town,  7  Dec. 
1713,  "to  keep  an  house  of  entertainment."     See  Savage. 

DEW'OLFE,  Balthazer,  was  in  Weth.  as  early  as  Sept.,  1056,  when  Matt.  Price 
of  Charleston,  Mass.,  constituted  him  his  atty.  to  collect  debts  due  to  him 
from  persons  in  Conn,  or  Xew  Haven  jurisdiction;  the  Town  voted  him  an 
"inhab."  30  Jan.,  1003:  he  went  to  Lyme,  Ct.  .says  Savage,  in  1008.  (See 
Salisbury's  Family  Histories.)  In  Price's  power  of  atty.  the  name  is  spelt 
Beltesaer. 
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DICKINSON,  Damtl,  ronvcy  Id.  to  his  "si.stcr,"  Mehitablc  Frary,  of  Deerficld, 
Miiss.,  in  1749;  he  was  bro.  of  Xoadiah. 

D1CK1N>50N,  Ebenkzer,  (s.  of  Samuel?)  b.  ItiSl  :  haywanl,  17ii3;  fi-nce-vicwer, 
1713;  lie  may  have  been  s.  of  Thos.  anil  1>.  abt.  I(i79;  in  Di'c,  1713,  he,  with 
Eliphalet  Dickinson,  and  Joshua  Robbins,  Jr.,  was  a  petit,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  sawmill  on  the  stream  betw.  Dfmin^''s  Plain  and  Tree  Plain. 

DICKINSON',  Ei.irii.\LKT,  (-i.  of  S-t.  Ol.a.liali,  by  1st  wife)  b.  al)t.  1C.7.');  liayw;inl. 
1C07;  was.  with  \Vm.  Blinn,  les>ee  of  ■•.Miidani  Chester's  Mill  (gristmill) 
in  1715,  when  the  Town  gr.  him  leave  to  (lood  Deiiiiiig's  Meadow,  now  known 
as  the  Reservoir;"  appraised  cattle,  1719;  eonv.  Id.  to  his  si-,ter  .Mehitable 
Frary  of  Deerlield,  IMass.,  1749. 

piCKIXSOX,  JoH.N',  (s.  of  Xath'l  and  Anna)  b.  Eii','. ;  m.  1048.  Frances  |dau. 
Nath'l)  Foote;  rec.  his  ho-std.  Ki.iO :  a  ho.  and  4  aes.  Id;  bd.  by  Broad  St., 
E. ;  Swamp  and  River  (now  Tando's  Brook),  W. ;  Xath'l  Dickinson,  X.; 
Swamp  and  Common,  S. ;  rem.  to  Hailley,  lCo9;  at  ^^'eth.  was  surveyor 
of  highways,  Iti.jS;  one  of  ronim.  to  run  .S.  line  of  Weth.  1(559;  gave  Id.  to 
Henry  Buck  and  wife,  lliliO-1;  sold  12  acs.  in  South  Field  to  Sam'l  Board- 
man,   1G73;   sold  his  ho-std.  .S.   \\.  side  of  Broad  St.,   1073  to  John  Rilcy. 

DICKIXSOX,  .John,  (s.  of  John  and  Frances)  dr.  Id.  as  a  resident  ho-holder  in  1G94 
allot. 

DICKINSOX,  Jose.  ,1,  ts.  ol  Xailil  and  Anna)  b.  Eng. :  m.  Phebe  Bracey  (now- 
spelled  Brace)  dau.  Sam'l  Martin,  and  gd-ilau.  Wni.  Bisby  of  Lond..  Eng., 
Gent.  His  ho-std.  in  Weth.  was  on  E.  side  High  St.  betw.  James  Boosey's 
Id.  N.  and  John  Coleman's  S. ;  this  he  sold  to  Sam.  Belden  in  1059,  when  he 
rem.  to  Hadley.  He  ret.  to  Weth.  where,  in  Dee.  1001.  he  rec.  a  ho-std.  in 
Broad  St.  which  lie  had  ho't  of  .Tohn  Graves  in  Feb.  j)revi()us.  Graves  hav- 
ing rem.  to  Hadley  in  1059.  Dickinson  rem.  to  Xorthlield,  Mass.,  where  ho 
was  killed  by  Inds.,  4  Sept.,  1075.  He  had  .sold  his  Weth.  ho-std.  to  Sigis- 
mond  Richells. 

DICKINSON',  Xathaxiei.,  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.  prob.  1030,  perhaps  not  till 
1637;  bro't  with  him  his  sons  John,  Thomas  and  .Joseph,  all  b.  in  Eng.;  his 
other  ch.  were  b.  in  Weth.  He  was  Town  Clerk,  or  "Register,"  in  1045, 
perhaps  earlier,  being  the  recorder  of  the  earliest  Tosvn  Votes  of  Weth.  now 
extant;   deputy  to  Gen.   Ct.    1040-50;   townsman,   1047-8:    rec.   his   ho-std.  7 

,  Mch.,  1649,  house,  barn  and  3  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St..  E.;  Bell  Lane.  W. ; 

ho-lot  formerly  of  Thos.  Tapping,  X.;  .John  Dickinson,  S. ;  he  also  owned, 
for  a  short  time,  the  .John  Fletcher  ho-std.  (being  all  X.  of  where  the 
Broad  St.  schoolhouse  now  is)    wliich  he  sold  to  Sam.  Boardnum. 

DICKIXSOX,  Nathaniel,  (s.  Xath'l  the  Settler)  m.  1002:  his  father  gave  nim  a  ho- 
std.,  being  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs.  Id.  on  W.  side  of  Broad  St.  next  N.  of 
John's  ho-std.,  Sam'l  Martin's  being  next  N.  of  Nath'ls;  he  al.so  bo't  a 
piece  from  rear  of  his  bro.  .John's  Id.  and  .sold  the  whole  to  John  Behlen, 
1  Apl.,  1601,  he  having  rem.  to  Haltield. 

DICKINSON,  OnADIAll,   (s.  .''gt.  Obadiah  by  l,t  wife  Sarah)   dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot. 


LAND-HOLDISOS    OF    EARLY     INHABITANTS 


267 


DIX,  Leonabi),  (.s.  of  wi<l.  Ds'bonili,  of  Wat.)  camp  to  Wetli.  prior  to  1045:  two 
ho-lots  werti  givtri  him  by  t)ic  'i'own — one  noxt  to  John  Wadiuuns  (Wad- 
dams)  betw.  Sandy  Lane  and  Back  Lane,  as  tliey  art-  now  called,  this  he 
sold  to  Mattliias  Treat.  The  other  lot,  j;ivi'i\  him  KltlO.  of  3  acs.  hd.  by 
Beaver  (now  Tando's)  Brook,  W.-.  a  hijrhway  (Back  Lane).  E. ;  Micliael 
Gri.swold's  Id.  X.;  Benj.  Crane's,  S.  He  drew  Id.s.  in  IdTO  and  1094  allots.; 
was  constable  in  1G72;  surveyor  of  highways,  l(jS4:  in  1C04  he  bo't  fm. 
Lieut.  James  Treat,  the  ho-std.  on  S.  W.  cor.  of  Mitld.  road  and  the  way 
leading  W.  therefrom  to  the  Chester  srist-mill,  o'o  acs. ;  bo't  a  strip  2  rods 
wide  in  \\est  Fiehl,  near  adjoinini;  his  hostd.,  beinjr  ti  ac.-..  in  1674. 

DIX,  Leonard,  (s.  John?)  bo't  of  Jonatli.  Blin  and  his  wife  Abiirail  (prob.  sister 
of  sd.  Leonard)  in  Aujr.,  1740,  their  interest  in  a  ho-std.  which  adjoined  Id. 
of  John  Uix,  prob.  his  bro. 

DIX,  Saxuel,  (s.  Leonard,  the  Settler)  his  ho.  was  on  the  S.  W.  cor.  formed  by  the 
intersection  of  road  to  Ry-H.,  with  the  road  runnin?  W.  to  the  prist-mill 
in  S.  part  of  Weth.  The  X.  line  of  Step,  parish  formerly  inehi.  liis  ho-std. 
and  stopped  at  his  X.  line:   he  drew  Id.  in   Itl'.U  allot. 

DOTY,  DA.MEr.,  owned  lot  in  Pennywise.  in  1040-41,  next  S.  of  Tho<.  Whitway's.  This 
is  all  I  find  concerning  him. 

DUR-\XD,  {Dunantf)  .John,  dr.  Id.  as  a  res.  householder,  in  1004.  Could  he  have 
been  the  J.  D.  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  in  1(;.")7,  and  of  whom  .^arafjc  loses  sight 
thereafter? 

EDWARDS,  .John,  the  Settler,  came  from  Wat.  prob.  in  Iti.'!.')  or  'M;  m.  as  Zd.  wife, 
Dorothy  (wid.  of  Abraham)  Finch;  rec.  his  ho-std..  it)  Apl..  Iti4l.  a  house, 
barn  and  3Vi  acs.  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  S.  E. ;  Bell  Lane.  X.  W.;  ho-std.  of 
Sam'l  Smith,  X.  E.;  that  of  John  Evans,  Gentleman.  S.  W. ;  sold  to  John 
Latimer,  1G.")4?;  d.  1004,  or  earlier,  and  his  wid.  in  1007,  ra.  Richard 
Tousley  of  Saybrook;  he  was  townsman  in  lC48-!t:  he  bo't  the  ho-std.  of 
Abr.  Finch,  12  Dec.  10.51;  owiied  Id.  on  both  sides  the  River;  on  the  E. 
side  he  bo't  Abr.  Finch's  Id.,  also  James  Richanls'  lot.  7  rods  wide;  also 
another  lot  of  the  same  R.  10  rods  wide  and  had  another  tract  there  of 
49%  acs.  [.John  Edwards  mny  have  come  from  Charlestown,  ifass..  as  we 
find  in  Lechford's  Xote  Hook  (p.  310)  Am.  Antiq.  Hoc.  Tniii-sactioiis.  Vol. 
VII,  that  one  Harman  Gannett  of  C.  covenanted  witli  .lolm  Edwards,  of 
same  place,  "blacksmith,  to  instruct  him  in  the  art  of  a  fnm.sinith," 
etc.— W.  R.  S.] 

EDWARDS,  Cap't  John,  (s.  of  .rohn,  the  Settler)  b.  1033:  in  1004  bo't  Id.  of  John 
Graves,  42  acs.  on  E.  side  the  River;  sold  it  to  -James  Richards;  dr.  Id.  in 
1670  allot.;  d.  10  Dec..  1075.  from  wds.  rec'd  in  the  '"Swamp  Fight." 

EDWARDS.  .John,  (s.  .Joseph?),  fence-viewer,  Dec,  1704;  tythingman.  Dec.  1713; 
5  Sept.,  1700,  he  sold  to  .James  Treat  his  ho-std.  on  E.  >>ido  Broail  .'^t..  next 
S.  of  the  James  Boosey  ho-std. 

EDWARDS.  .Joseph,  (s.  .John  the  Settler),  was  one  of  earliest  sett,  in  Step,  parish; 
the  Town  of  Weth.  gave  him  in  Feb.,  1005,  a  tract  of  20  acs.  bd.  by  Midd. 
road  E. ;  Id.  "not  div."  W. ;    Emanuel   Buck's   Id.  X'.;   Sam'l  Boardman's  .S. ; 
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also,  fro,,,  the  Town,  Nov.,  1072  he  rocM  another  tract  of  2  ao  •  in  IGSO 
from  the  Town,  12  acs.  ad.l.  at  Ry-H.,  next  to  the  house  fomicrlv  John 
Taylor's. 

EDWAUUS.  Thomas,    (s.  of  John.  Ih.  S.-ttl-T.    had,  from  his  .lecM  father's  t.t    in 
1664-5,  all  hi«  father's  Id.  on  the  E.  .side  the  River,  being  2  pieoes^.ne  of 
49M.  acs.,  the  other  (fonnerly  Ahrm.  Finch'.s)   three  score  acs.  more  or  less 
In    16G7   he  bo't   James   Richard'.s   tract  on   that  side,   7    rods   wide   and   3 
miles  Ion-    next  N.  of  the  lirst.     By  exoh.  vith  the  sd.  Richards,  he  also 
obtained  another  tract  10  rods  wide  and  same  lenjrth.     In  10.!^  he  was  one 
of  the  comm.  to  secure  contributions  towards  Rev.   Mr.   Stone's  salary    In 
1672,  the  Town  gave  him  80  acs.  of  Id.    (sold  to  Nath'l  Bowman,  in  1074 ^ 
at  Nayaug.  now  Ho.  Glast.     He  was,  at  this  time,  a  tenant  of  Sam'l  Wvllvs. 
to  whom   m    1071,   he  mort..  as  security   for  rent,   his  wheat.   barlev"lnd' 
corn  and  oats.     The  house  was  in  that  part  of  Weth.  which  was  then,  as  it 
still  IS,  called  Hoekanum,  whe,-e  E.lwards  had  iK-en  living  since  1040-50    In 
a  deed,  dated  4  Jan.,   I(i70-1.  giving  .58  acs.  of  Id.  at  Xaubuck.  to  hi.  dau 
Ruth  and  his  s-in-hnv,  San.l  Hale,  Jr..  he  is  called  a  "veoman."     On  Feb 
10,  16/2-3  Turran.uggus.  Sachem,  with  otiier  Ind.s.,  together  signed  a  dee<l 
in  confirmation   of  one  they   had  given   the  2:Jd  Junv..   previous,  to   Sam-l' 
Boardman  and   Thos.   Edwards,   of  400  acs.   of   Id.   on   S.   ..ide  of   Roarin- 
Brook    at    Amanantucksuck     (So.    Glast.)     On    the    "last    of     \pl  "    1673 
Turramuggus    (whose  name  is  this  time  spelled  •■Cattermuggas'-),  Jxeiuted 
another  writing,  in  which,  for  the  purpo.se  of  defining  the  boundaries  of  this 
tract,  he  "pitched  tlie  first  corner  stone  bv  the  Brooke,  and  di-M  ■>  hrx-Ies- 
and^  from  them  n.easured  W.  S.  W.  42  chains,  wi,ich  is  half  a  mile  and  & 
7Z^^,  an  J  S.  S.  \\.  on  eacli  side  nine  score  and  fourteen  rodd.,."  In  Mch 
1674,  Edwards  sold  to  John  Goodrich,  Sen.,  200  acs   here. 
In  the  orig.  deed,  signed  by  Turramuggus  alone,  he  describes  this  tract  as  -Iv- 
ing  neere  or  in  Assawasick    [now  \Va.ssuc],   Paguanaug.  or  Mannantuck" 
This  will  be  reeognize.1  as  being  in  the  So.  section  of  present  town  of  East- 
bury. 

To  Thomas  Edwards  belongs  the  distinction  (unless  poss.  it  belon-s  to  Sam'l 
Gardner)  of  being  the  first  settler  in  that  part  of  Weth.,  E.  of  the  River 
It  was  in  the  section  known  as  Hoccanum,  and  in  the  So.  or  Weth.  part  of 
It.  He  was  res.  there  as  early  as  Jany.,  1G49-.50.  prob.  as  tl,e  tenant  of 
Geo.  Wyllys'  who  had  bo't  the  Id.  of  Strickland  and  others,  at  the  extreme 
N.  end  of  the  E.  section  of  the  Town. 

ELLIS,  \\ILLIAM. — See  Allis. 

ELSEN,  (sometimes  Alsen,  and  perhaps  same  as  Olsen)  Abraham,  rec.  hi*  ho-<td 
in  1640.  had  prob.  owned  it  several  yrs.  earlier.  It  was  first  .John  Millers 
then  Edward  Vere's,  from  whom  E.  bo't  it.  It  was  on  W.  side  of  Bell 
Lane,  2y,  acs.  betw.  ho-std.  of  Thos.  Hurlbut  X.  and  one  of  those  owned  hv 
the    wid.    of    Geo.    Wyllys,    S.    He    bo't    John    Plumb's    ho.    and    lot     l<^ 

Plumb)  as  early  as  27  1042:  d.  May,  1048.  In  a  rec.  of  lOGO  the  name 

IS  spelled  Abram  FAcsen. 

ELSEN,  John,  (s.  of  Abraham)  rec.  his  ho-std.  in  16417?!.  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs  Id 
W.  side  Ro.se  Lane,  and  K.  side  Xew  St.  (discontinued,  1000 1,  betw  Luke 
Hitchcock's  ho-std.  S..  and  Rich.  Smith's,  X.  In  .Mch.,  1G47-8  he  was  in- 
debted to  the  Town  for  a  tax  laid  on  ace.  of  meadow-fence;  m.  wid.  of  Beni 
Hilhard;  ho  d.  1C48?— See  ^,nage  a.s  to  dth. 
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EV'AX.S,  John,  "Gcntleinan,'"  rec.  ho-std.  in  W'ctli.  11)40,  but  had  rem.  to  Quillipiack 
(New  Haven)  abl.  2  yrs.  licforp.  wlicre  his  nanip  somotiuies  appears  as 
Evance.  A  ho.  and  3  acs.  id.  \V.  .side  Broad  St..  and  e.\t.  tliro.  to  Bell  Lane, 
bd.  X.  by  John  Kdwards'  ho-std.  and  S.  by  Xath'l  Dickinson's,  bold  to 
Sam'I  Boardnian,  25  Mch.,  1G4G.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  sott.  at 
\V.  and  had  Ids.  in  Great  Meadow  and  on  The  Island;  beoanie  one  of  tlie 
most  prominent  men  in  New  Haven.  Savage  thinks  he  may  have  l)eon  at 
Htfd.  1C78. 

FKKGL'.SON,  Tjiom.\s,  (erroneously  written  Farhush)  dr.  Id.  in  "1 004  allot.;  supp.  to 
have  settled  in  Beckley's  (Quarter,  now  iiK'luded  in  15erlin,  and  has  descdts. 
thereabouts. 

FKRRIS,  Jeffry,  rec.  ho-std.  2li  Apl..  KUl,  ho.  and  4  acs.  Id.  bd.  N.  by  Fort  St.,  S. 
by  the  ho.  late  of  Sam'I  Ireland,  dec'd,  E.  by  Jacob  Waterhouse's  ho-std..  \V. 
by  Id.  formerly  of  Geo.  Chappell ;  1  no.  of  this  sold  to  Wni.  Comstock  in 
1641;  the  rest  to  John  Deming,  1(545.  He  came  fm.  Wat.  to  Weth.  prob. 
1633;  rem.  to  Stamford,  1640,  where  he  became  a  prominent  citizen. 

FINCH,  Abr.\ham,  came  fm.  Wat.  to  Weth.  prob.  1(J34;  his  lio-.std.  was  on  E.  side 
of  Broad  St.,  next  S.  of  a  ho-std.  of  Thus.  Olcott,  of  Htfd.;  and  was 
afterward  owned  by  Daniel  Finch,  s.  of  .Vbraliam  and  Ab'm,  s.  of  Ab'm, 
Jr.,  and  gd-s.  of  Ab'm,  Sen.  Mr.  F.  was  an  aged  man  and  commonly  called 
"Old  Finch,"  wlien  he  came  to  Weth.  In  Sept.,  IC.'JO,  his  "wigwam''  and 
all  his  goods,  at  Wat.  were  destroyed  by  fire,  says  Winthrop. 

FINCH  -inRAHAM,  fgd-s.  of  "Old  Finch."  Abraham,  the  Settler),  rec.  his  ho'd  21 
Apl.,  1641,  a  ho.  and  13  acs.  Id.  10  of  which  was  his  father's  "Adventure," 
on  E.  side  Broad  St.,  betw.  ho-lot  lately  Dan.  Finch's,  S.,  and  Thos.  Olcotfs. 
N.  In  Feb.,  1001-2  he  was  the  importer  of  2  hogsheads  and  a  tierce  of 
sugar  from  the  Barbadoes,  which  he  had  landed  at  New  Haven. 

FINCH,  Daniel,  (s.  of  Abraham,  the  Settler)  had  a  holot  on  E.  side  of  Broad  St. 
before  Apl.,  1641,  next  S.  that  of  his  bro.,  Ab'm,  Jr.;  was  the  Weth.  con- 
stable in  1631,  and  the  first  olhcer  of  that  kind  in  the  Colony,  so  far  as  rpcs. 
show. 

FINCH,  John,  (bro.  of  Daniel?)  I  find  no  evidence  that  this  man  ever  res.  in  Weth., 
excepting  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Stamford  which 
■was  a  Weth.  Colony;  and  Daniel  Finch  certainly  rem.  thither.  But  Bond 
and  Savage  cr.  him  to  Weth.  He  was  gr.  Id.  in  Stamford,  Oct.,  1042,  and 
d.  there,  1657. — See  Huntington   (Hist.  Stamford,  p.  32). 

FLETCHER,  John,  from  Wat.  (1635?)  ;  ho'd  rec.  16  Mch.,  1640:  a  ho.,  shop  and 
2%  acs.  Id.  W.  side  Broad  St.,  and  thro'  to  Bell  Lane,  betw.  ho'ds  of  Thos. 
Kilbourn's  wid.  S.  and  Fletcher  Lane  X. ;  .sold  to  Xath'l  Dickinson ;  m. 
dau.  of  wid.  Joyce  Ward,  before   1640. 

FLOOD,  (Floiid)  RoHERT,  was  given  by  the  Town,  4  acs.  Id.  W.  side  Ry-H..  nest  S.  of 
John  Slead's  [Slade]  in  1077;  in  Mch..  1079,  he  was  given  2  acs.  more,  at 
W.  end  of  Wm.  Mackey  and  Wm.  Warner's  lots  "by  the  highway  leading 
fro.  the  South  F'ield  to  the  mill,''  conditioned  that  he  build  a  ho.  upon  it. 
within  two  yrs.  thereafter,  for  his  wife  and  children.     He,  at  this  time,  re- 


I  HISTORY     OK     ANCIENT     WETHKRSFIKLD. 

leased  to  the  Town  his  \\\W.  VU.-.  the  Town  -ave  him  2  nos.  more  in  ICSO, 
adj'g  rear  of  ttrst  2  acs.  It  was  further  enlaigeil.  lt;83.  by  the  extension 
of  the  same,  4  rods  westerly,  and  the  same  distance  S. — St-e  Sauage. 

FOOTE,  Xatiiaxiel.  the  Sottler.  from  Wat..  1G3.-.,  or  perhaps,  late  in  1(;.34;  his 
lioM  was  a  ho.  and  ont  blil^js.  and  10  acs.  Id.  8.  E.  side  Broad  St..  and  ly- 
inp  hetw.  Carpenter's  Lane  S.  W..  and  Jeremiah  Jarrjrcr's  he'd,  whose 
ho-lot  lay  8.  E.  of  it.  Carpenter's  Lane  S.  U'.,  \Vm.  Palmer's  ho-lot  and 
Robert  Rose's  "Adventure  hi.."  X.  E.  This  was  where  tlie  ho'd.  some  yrs. 
oceup.  by  Levi  Warner,  stands.  Mr.  Foote  was  the  richest  Id-owner  in 
Weth.  in  his  day,  especially  in  Id.  W.  of  the  River.  His  wife,  whom  he 
bro't  fm.  En^.  was  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Henr>-  Deminj,',  of  Wetli..  and  after 
Foote's  dtli.  she  became  the  second  wife  of  Gov.  Tims.  Welles.  Foote  was  a 
dep.  to  the  Gen.  Ct..  ](Ul-4.  The  best  account  of  him  and  of  many  of  his 
distinguished  dese'ts.  will  bo  found  in  Xath'l  Goodwin's  Genealogy  of  the 
Foote  Family. 

FOOTE,  Xatha.nikl.  (s.  of  Xath'l.  the  Settler)  b.  abt.  1()20;  bo't  from  his  step- 
father. Gov.  Thos.  Welles,  10  Oct.,  1040.  the  interest  which  sd.  Welles  had 
in  the  ho'd  of  the  lately  dec'd  Xath'l  Foote,  Sen.,  Mch.  27.  ir..')0. ;  lie  ree. 
his  ho'd,  2  lots,  cine  of  2  acs.  bd.  on  Broad  St.,  W.,  and  ho-lot  of  Rob't 
Foote,  E.,  Ids.  of  Sam'l  Boardman,  X.,  and  of  sd.  Rob't,  S.  The  other  piece, 
of  9  acs.,  bd.  by  the  Plain,  X.  and  highway  and  lot  of  .John  Latimer,  S., 
Robert  Foote,  W.  and  Plain,  E.;  he  m.  Elizabeth  (dau.  Lieut.  Sam'l) 
Smith. 

FOOTE,  Quarter  Mas/tr  Xathaniel,  (s.  of  X'atlianiel,  Jr.,  a  i-.lizabeth)  b.  I047-S; 
rem.  to  Hatfield  when  a  yg.  man,  and  there  ni.  1673,  ilargaret  (dau.  X'ath'l) 
Bliss,  of  Springtield,  where  he  sett.,  thence  rem.  to  Stratford;  thence  to 
Branford;  thence  back  to  Weth..  where  he  was  pound-keeper  1033;  con- 
stable 1688;  in  Feb.,  1093-4,  the  Town  rclea.sed  to  him  all  its  interest  in  the 
"Island  lying  nigh  Pennywise" — this  was  a  tract  on  both  sides  the  dividing 
line  betw.  Htfd.  and  Weth.  abt.  4%  acs.  on  each  side,  and  which  once  be- 
longed to  his  gd-ftiir. ;  he  dr.  Id.  in  1694  allot.;  d.  1703;  wid.  and  younger 
ch.  rem.  to  Colebrook ;  he  was  a  quartermaster  in  the  King  Phillip's  War. 

FOOTE,  Robert  (or  '•Robin")  s.  of  Xath'l  the  Settler)  b.  Eng.  abt.  1029;  bo't  of 
Sam'l  Gardner,  26  Dec,  1048  or  earlier,  a  ho-lot  of  3  acs.  bd.  by  Plain 
Lane,  S. ;  by  the  Plain,  X.;  Ids.  of  his  bro.,  Xath'l.,  E.  and  W. ;  June  12, 
1655,  he  sold  to  his  step-father.  Gov.  Thos.  Welles,  the  Joseph  Boosey  ho'd  on 
E.  side  Broad  St.,  next  X.  of  Abr.  Finch's;  rem.  to  Xew  Haven;  thence  to 

Branford,  1081.  In  1007.  sold  to  Eleazur  . ,  a  ho-lot  of  2  acs.  on  W. 

side  Broad  St.  betw.  .John  Coleman's  X'.  and  James  Boo.sey's  S. 

FOX,  Christopher,  "Boatswayne  of  the  Shipp  at  Weathersfield,"  prob.  d.  in  Dec, 
1650,  as  his  books  and  instruments  were  inventoried  on  the  15th  of  that 
mo.  He  d.  at  Saddler's  ordinary. 

FOX,  Richard,  fence-viewer  for  Xaubuck,  Dec,  1686;  dr.  Id.  in  the  Inds.  Pur- 
chase, 1673. 

FRANCIS,  John,  (s.  of  Robert,  the  Settler)  b.  1658;  dr.  Ids.  in  1694  allot.;  collector 
1702. 
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FRANCIS,  Joitx,  (s.  John):  lmyw:ir<l.  1704:  licciisoil  tavern  ki^'per,  Mch.  1T07 — 
(niiiy  have  bciTi  Jolin,  Son.) 

FRANCIS,  RiciiAKi).  r.'c.  an  .•aniiaik  for  liis  ciittle.  abt.   1C50. 

FRANCIS.  RoiitKT.  tl\o  ScitUr,  bo't  of  John  Latimer,  a  hoM,  wliioli  he  rec.  29  Mch., 
1052,  a  ho.  and  .T/-.  acs.  Id.  bd.  S.  l)y  hi;,'li\vay  (Sandy  Lane),;  X.  by  ho-lot 
of  Thos.  Standish;  E.  by  hi.  of  [Hu<?li?]  Welles;  W.  by  ho-lot  of  John 
Carrin<;;ton.  The  Town  pave  liiiu  swamp  Id.  in  1G5C  and  3  acs.  more  next 
Beaver  Brook  in  l(i(;0;he  dr.  Ids  in  1070  and  1C'J4  allots.  In  100."?,  Peter 
Disborouj,'li,  of  Rye,  was  ill  of  .small  pox  in  R.  F's  lio.  and  R.  F'«  dau., 
Sarah,  lived  for  a  time  at  Sgt.  John  Stedman's,  in  what  is  now  Jordan 
Lane. 

FRESH  ALL.  David,  res.  Weth.  12  Nov..  l(i7-2.  where  he  bo't  of  Will.  Morris,  the 
latter's  lot  of  52  acs.  next  to  Far.  Id.s.,  which  he  sold  to  Rev.  Gershom 
Bulkcley,  in  1074. 

FURBUSII,  TiiOKAS. — See  Ferguson. 

GAGER,  Jeuemiaii. — See  Juygcr.  the  correct  spelling. 

GARDNER,  Ben.iami.v.  adni.  inhab.  27  Dec,  1080;  Dec.  24,  1004,  the  Town  gave  him 
20  acs.  Id.  N.  side  of  what  is  now  Jordan  Lane,  and  next  W.  of  Sgt.  John 
Stednian'.s  ho'd;   it  ext.  N.  to  Htfd.  bds. 

GARDNER.  SA^fl  kl.  ho-lot  niven  him  by  tlic  Church  and  Town,  1  Mch..  1647-S,  4 
acs.  1(1.  bd.  by  New  St.  (discontinued  in  1000)  W.,  and  the  way  to  Iltfd.. 
E.,  ho-lot  of  Thos.  Hurlbut,  N.,  and  lot  given  to  Waller  Hoyt,  S. ;  sold  to 
John  Latimer,  1040  or  '47.  Another  ho-lot,  on  X.  side  of  wiiat  i«  now  Plain 
Lane,  he  sold  to  Robt.  Footp  in  1048:  he  was  in  Weth.  early  as  1041,  and 
may  Vave  been  the  first  res,  on  the  E.  side  of  the  River,  in  that  part  of 
Weth.    known    as    Hoccanuni.    The   i)riority   belongs   to    him   or   to   Thomas 

','  Edwards,  both  res.  there  1048  or  '40. — See  also  Judd's  Iladlry. 

GARRETT,  Joseph,  bo't  in  May,  1705.  the  interest  of  Stephen  Chester,  dec'd,  in 
the  warehouse  and  Id.  of  the  latter,  by  the  Cove.  In  the  deed,  J.  G.  is  de- 
scribed as  "of  Weth." 

GIBBOXS,  WiLi.iAxr.  a  wealtiiy  mcht.  of  Iltfd.  owned  considerable  Id.  in  Weth.  abt. 
1640.  On  E.  side  the  River  he  bo't,  1044,  the  Rich.  Bel  Jen  lot  (formerly 
John  Dcming's)  for  Geo.  Wyllys. — I'riratc  Controvcrcics  I.,  Sec'y  State's 
Office. 

GIBBS,  Gregory,  (s.  of  Giles,  of  Dorchester?)  abt.  1045  he  bo't  several  tracts  of 
Id.  of  Thos.  Parke,  (rem.  to  Xew  Lond.)  which  soon  after,  he  sold  to 
John  Graves. 

GIBBS,  Joiix,  prob.  came  from  Cambridge,  Mass.,  10.38;  rec.  his  ho'd  in  Weth.,  24 
Mch.,  1C40,  a  ho.,  bam  and  4  acs.  Id.,  bd.  High  St..  W. ;  the  Great 
Mead.,  E.,  ho-ld.  of  Rev.  John  Sherman,  X.,  that  of  John  Reynolds,  S.  Sold 
it  to  Lieut.  John  Hollister  in  1045,  or  earlier;  had  before  this  rem.  to 
New  Haven. 
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GILBERT,  ISkn.iamin,  (s.  of  Josiuli)  dr.  Ids.  in  lti'J4  allot.;  ropairod  GolTe's  Bridge, 
1C98. 

GILBERT,  Jo.NATHAN,  Itlif  Marsliall,  of  Hlfd.)  was  app.  fruardian  of  c'.i.  of  Catli- 
arine  Harrison  (triod  for  witchcraft  in)  1073;  and  of  licr  (wid.  of  John) 
he  bo't  Ids.  in  1672. 

GILBERT,  .lo.siAU,  (hro.  of  .lohn  of  Htfd. )  ;  bo't  20  acs.  Id.  of  Mr.  .Jo-siali  Willurd 
in  the  So.  Field,  Dec,  1008;  bo't  140  acs.  Id.  of  Gershom  Bulkeley,  at 
Dividend,  in  June,  1C71. 

GILLETTE,  Joii.n,  adm.  inliab.,  March,  1697. 

GOFFE,  Most.S,  (s.  of  Philip  and  Ri'hocca)  h.  \iui{'>,  became  tlie  owner  of  his  father's 
hb-std.,  then  lately  dec'd,  1G87.  It  was  on  X.  E.  cor.  of  Midd.  road  and  the 
upper  road  to  what  is  now  Ry-H.  mead.;  fence-viewer,  1693;  dr.  Id.  in  169-4 
allot. 

GOFFE,  Philip,  the  Settler,  may  have  been  in  Weth.  as  early  as  1646:  rec.  his  ho'd 
30  June,  165.5-;  a  ho.  and  28%  acs.  Id.  bo't  of  Luke  Hitchc.cV:.  bd.  by  .Midd. 
road  \V. ;  Id.  of  Robert  Rose,  E. ;  Id.  of  John  Tinker,  N. :  way  into  what  is 
*  now  Ry-H.  mead,  but  formerly  the  old  road  to  Ry-H.,  S.  ft  was  the  tract 
which  gave  the  name  to  GolTe's  Brook.  He  also  had  a  "timiior-yard"  there; 
was  Town-crier,  16")!;  dr.  Id.  in  1670  allot.;  in  1667  he  bo't  the  .lolin  Tinker 
Id.  adj.  him  on  X.;  in  1671,  he  bo't  fm.  John  Coltman,  Nath'l  Butler  and 
Nath'l  Bowman,  their  respective  52  ae.  lots,  nc::t  to  Far.  bds. 

GOODFELLoW,  Thomas.  In  May,  1674,  he  bo't  of  Thos.  Kirkham,  Jr.  his  interest, 
then  undivided,   in   the   Five-Mile   Extension    (now   Eastbury). 

(tOODRICH,  Benjami.n,  rec.  ear  marks  for  his  cattle,  1716. 

GOODRICH,  David,  (s.  William,  the  Settler)  b.  1667;  constable,  1690;  dr.  Id.  in 
1694  allot.;  Sgt.  and  selectman,  1700;  Capt.  and  selectman,  1713;  Lieut. 
Colonel,  etc. 

GOODRICH,  EPHRAiir,  fence-viewer  for  E.  side  River,  1638;  one  of  petit,  for  a  new 
meeting-ho.  E.  side  River,  Feb.,  1690-1. 

GOODRICH,  JoHX,   (s.  William,  the  Settler),  dr.  Id.  in  1694  allot. 

(tOODRICH,  Jonx,  the  Settler,  fm.  Wat.  (163.5?)  bro.  of  Wm.,  the  Settler;  rec.  his 
Id.,  16  Mch.,  1644.  0.  S.;  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.,  bd.  by  road  to  Htfd.,  S. ; 
Thos.  Wright's  Id.  on  High  St..  N. ;  ho-lot  of  Rob't  Abbott,  E. ;  .John  Plumb, 
W.  This  was  the  John  Brandish  ho'd,  sold  to  Clement  Chaplin,  who  sold  it 
to  Goodrich.  In  1669  he  bo't  the  ho-lot  of  Thos.  Kirkham  ["Kircum"], 
which  the  latter  had  rec'd  by  grant  fm.  the  Town  the  same  yr.  It  was  next 
N.  of  Daniel  Rose's,  on  S.  W.  side  of  what  is  now  Sandy  I<ane,  Back 
Lane  bdg.  it  W.  Abt.  the  same  time,  he  bo't  Rob't  Rose's  ho'd,  Emmanuel 
Buck  adj.  next  S.  In  1673,  he  bo't  200  acs.  fm.  Thos.  Edwards,  on  the 
E.  side  the  River,  in  what  is  now  Eastburj- — entitled  '"husbandman"  in  a 
deed;  was  on  Comni.  to  secure  a  minister,  1664;  dr.  Id.  in  1670  allot. 


LAND  HOLDINGS    OF     EARLY     INHABITANTS.  -13 

GOODRICH,  JoiiN,  (s.  of  J.ilin,  tho  .Sctlli-r)  1).  1(;47;  hayward,  1C70;  fence-viewer, 
1692;  aek'ctiiian,  17114.  In  1(J72,  his  fatliur  S'^^'*^  \\\\w  a  ho-lot  of  2  acs.  at  up- 
per end  of  Siiiidy  Lane,  extj'ndinjj  to  Bacl<  Lane;  and  in  same  jr.  John,  Jr., 
bo't  fm.  John  Hale,  a  trianj,'uhir  j)iuce  of  SO  rods,  next  S.  of  Thos.  Standiili'a 
ho-Iot,  at  N.  end  of  Sandy  Lane;  d.   1076. 

GOODRICH,  Jo.vATiiA.N,  (s.  of  .Tolin,  the  Settler)  dr.  Id.  in  1694  allot.;  in  1710, 
rec'd  a  grant  of  Id.  in  Weth.  (formerly  Id.  of  John  (loodrich,  Jr.),  fm. 
his — .Jona's — sister,  Mary  Read,  of  Sudbiirj-,  Mass.  In  a  deed  of  1703, 
releasinij  his  interest  in  ancestral  Ids.  in  Hedgesct,  Eng.,  he  is  called  .a 
"taylor." 

GOODRICH,  Ens.  William,  tho  Settler,  (l)n).  of  .lohn,  the  Settler)  came  to  Weth. 
fin.  Wat.  prob.  163.5;  rec.  his  Ids.  3  Jan.,  1G46,  ho'd,  a  ho.,  barn  and  0  acs. 
Id.  bo't  of  Thos.  Utl'ord,  bd.,  by  highway,  (^lain  St.)  E. ;  and  Common,  W. ; 
ho-lot  of  John  Nott,  X.;  that  of  .lohn  Westell,  S.  Two  acs.  of  this  was 
formerly  tho  W.  end  of  John  Thomson's  ho-lot.  whicli  was  b<l.  by  the  ho'd 
of  Clement  Chaplin.  He  also  bo't  I'fford's  Id.  on  P3.  side  the  River,  117 
acs.;  he  dr.  Id.  in  1670  allot. 

GRAHAM  (or  "(Irimrs"  on  Margin  of  rec.)  Hkzekiaii,  was  a  grantee  of  Id.  fm. 
Daniel  Clark,  of  Midd.,  Mch.,   1742. 

GRA'VES,  Isaac,  a  carpenter— "keyed-down"  the  Bridge  (GofTe's),  1648.— See  Judd'a 
Hadley. 

GR.\VES.  Joii.v,  exch.  Id.  with  John  Goodrieb,  abt.  164.'>;  '^u'l  John  Coultman's  lot 
(date  not  given);  also  Id.  of  (Gregory  (iibbs  (no  dale);  on  a  cumm.  to 
run  line  betw.  Weth.  and  !Mattabesett,  1655,  again  in  1059;  killed  by  Ind.s., 
19  Sept.,  1677,  Hatfield,  Mass. 

GRAVES,  Nathaniel,  (s.  John?)  dr.  Id.  in  1670  allot.;  had  ho.  and  4  acs.  Id.  E. 
side  Broad  St.  betw.  John  Robbin's  N.  anil  Nath'l  Foote'.s  S.  This  he  bo't 
1659.  John  Betts  gave  him  23  acs.  Id.  in  West  Field,  1662:  (Graves, 
in  1671  bo't  fm.  wid.  of  .John  Latimer  the  20  acs,  lot  next  N.  In  the  deed 
gift,  Betts  calls  Graves  his  brother. 

GREEX,  Jo.sEPH,  (s.  Samuel,  of  Cambridge)  res.  in  Weth.  Jan.,  1671-2,  when  Sam'l 
Martin  mort.  to  him  and  his  bro.,  Sanuiel,  a  tract  of  Id.  in  the  West  Field. 
But  he  d.  in  Boston  abt.  Apl.,  1673,  as  appears  from  a  release  of  sd.  mort., 
signed  by  Thcophilus  Frary,  Admr. 

GREEN,  Samuel,  (bro.  of  Joseph,  preceding)  res.  Weth.  Jan.,  1071-2.  when 
Sam'l  Martin  mort.  to  him  and  to  his  bro.,  Joseph,  his  Id.  in  the  West 
Field.    The  mort.  deed  given  Weth.  as  the  res.  of  the  grantees. 

GREENLEAFE,  "Mr."  Joseph.  The  Town  voted,  Aug.  28,  1685,  that  he  "might  be 
entertained  in  the  Town,  without  molestation,  till  May  next;  and  longer,  if 
the  Town  shall  afterwards  u])on  their  good  liking,  sec  cause."  In  the  fol- 
lowing Feb.  he  was  '"warned"  by  the  selectmen,  "to  dei)art  tlie  towne,  with 
his  family,  betw.  this  time  and  May  next." 

GREENS.MITH,  N.vtiia.mel,  bad  Id.  in  tlie  Great  Mead.  abt.  1051;  but  pn.b.  res.  in 
Htfd. 
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GRIMES,  llEZEKiAir.— (See  Graham.) 

GRIMES,  Joseph,  first  of  name  in  Wetli.,  dr.  Id.  in  1G'J4  allot.,  res.  Ry-H.,  1705. 

GUISWOLD,  Jacob,  (s.  Michael  and  Ann)  h.  lOfiO;  collector,  1093;  dr.  Id.  in  ltJ'J4 
allot.;  surveyor  of  highways,  1C98. 

GRISWOLD.  Jacob,  (s.  Tluima.s  and  Mary)  b.  5  Feb.,  1075;  collector.  1715;  he,  or 
the  Jacob  Griswold,  Jr.,  was  the  Capt.  Jacob  G..  who  is  called  the  first 
settler  of  Litchfield,  and  a  redoubtable  Ind.  fighter. 

GRISWOLD.  John,  was  living  at  the  West  Farm  (New.)  in  1712.  when  1<1.  adj. 
him  "on  the  Common  betw.  the  two  west  divisions"  was  selected  as  the 
site  for  the  proposed  new  meeting-ho. ;  surveyor  of  highways,  1714. 

GRISWOLD,  MiciiAKL,  the  Settler,  and  ancestor  of  the  Weth.  Griswolds;  res.  Weth., 
1647,  or  earlier;  had  ho'd,  a  ho.  and  2  acs.  Id.  bd.  on  New  St.  (now  dis- 
continued) E.,  and  highway  (now  Back  Lane)  W.,  Watering  Lane  (now 
Back  Lane)  S.,  and  Id.  of  Thos.  Hanchett,  or  Hansctt,  N.  It  was  on,  or 
near  the  site  of  the  ho.  lately  of  the  heirs  of  Simeon  Griswold,  now,  of  the 
heirs  of  Harvey  Hurlbut.  He  was  a  mason  by  trade,  a  "yeoman"  as  to 
rank,  and  the  owner  of  considerable  Id:  constable,  1003;  conmi.  on  obtaining 
a  minister,  1005;  drew  Id.  in  1070  allot.  Apparently  a  kinsman  of 
Emmanuel  Buck,  certainly  associated  with  him  in  some  enterprises. 

GRISWOLD,  Ens.  Michael,  (s.  of  :Michael  and  Ann)  b.  ICCC;  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot. 

GRlSWOLi/,  IHOMAS,   (s.  of  Michael  and  Ann)   b.  1040;  dr.  Id.  in  1094.  allot. 

GRISWOLD,  Tho.ma.s,  (s.  of  'Ihos.  and  Mary)  b.  1075.  [A  cattle-earmark  was  rec. 
for  Thomas  Gris«ol<l  "Junior"  in  1073.  T  know  not  what  Griswold  this 
could  have  boon — perhaps  it  was  a  mistake.]  Thomas  G.  Jr.,  one  of  orig. 
sett,  of  Litchfield,  1720,  was  either  this  man.  or  else  (which  is  more  prob.) 
the  s.  of  Thos.  and  Mary. 

GILDERSLEVE,  Richako.  roc.  his  lu.M  10  Mcli.,  1040,  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  b<l.  by 
High  St.,  E.;  John  Plumb's  lot,  W. :  Wni.  Swaync's  lot,  E.,  George  Hub- 
bard, N.  Sold  it  to  John  Taicott,  Gent.,  of  Htfd.,  who  exch.  with 
Charles  Tanitor.  Savage  says  he  was  one  of  the  first  sett,  of  Stamford,  1041, 
and  a  rep.  from  there,  104:?,  "hut  he  had  been  5  yrs.  at  Weth.  before  going 
to  S."  It  is  not  known  fni.  whence  he  came  to  the  Conn.  Colony;  in  1663 
was  of  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

GULL,  William.  A  Town-herder,  104><;  sold  his  first  ho'd  to  Rich.  Montague  on  or 
before  22  Mch.,  1050.  It  was  the  ppy.  earlier  owned  by  Wm.  Cross,  bd.  W. 
by  High  St.,  E.  by  Great  ilead..  N.  by  Geo.  Wolcotfs  lot,  S.  by  that  of 
Wm.  Colfax;  he  was  cow-keeper.  1055;  hayward.  1000,  and  perhaps  in  1000; 
constable,  1002;  sold  his  last  ho'd,  on  E.  side  Broad  St.  to  John  Belden,  1009. 
In  1C72.  being  then  a  res.  of  Hatfield,  Mass.,  he  bo't  .seven  pieces  of  Id.  fm. 
Daniel  Rose,  apparently  intending  to  ret.  to  Weth. 

HALE,  Benezer,  (s.  Samuel  and  Mary)  b.  29  J\ily,  1001.  It  is  po.ssible  that  this 
name  should  be  Hall,  and  not  Hale.  The  names  Benezer  and  Ebenozer 
Hale,  Benezer  and  Ebenezer  //(///  are  mixed  in  the  most  confused  manner. 
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HALE,  Ebexezer,  (s.  Samuel?)  fence-viewer.  lOSG;  (perhaps  the  same  S.  who 
dr.  Id.  in  1G94  allut.  and  was  school-comm.,  170-t — should  have  h.id  his 
name  rec.  as  Ebenczcr,  instead  of  Benczer  Hale.  But  thore  ira.i  a  Benezer 
Hale,  or  Hall,  in  Wetii.  at  this  tiiuei  ;  his  father  ;t;ave  him  90  acs.  Id.  on 
each  side  of  the  River,  in  1073;  fence-viewer  at  Xabuc,  16St3;  signed  agree- 
ment for  new  church  there,  Feb..  1091. 

HALE,  Joii.v,  (s.  Samuel  and  Maryi  h.  IG4H;  dr.  Id.  in  1673  allot:  bo't  Sam"! 
Smith's  15  acs.  in  the  \Ve«t  Field,  in  1675;  signed  agreement  for  new  ch. 
on  E.  side  Kiver,  Feb.,  1G91. 

HALE,  Samuel,  the  Settler,  fm.  Roxbury.  ilass.  .sometimes  written  Haile.  Heall, 
etc.)  was  in  Weth.  as  early  as  1637.  when,  with  his  brc.  Thomas,  he  served 
in  the  Peq.,  campaign;  he  bo't  Francis  Xorton's  ho'd  in  1040,  or  thereabouts; 
it  being  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs.  !J.  bd.  by  Rose  Lane  (now  Main  St.),  .S.  E. ; 
the  "lane"  next  the  lots  given  to  Sam'l  Boardman  and  John  Riley,  N.  W. ; 
a  lane  leading  into  the  wilderness.  S.,  Id.  of  sd.  Hale,  N.  Next  X.  of  this 
was  another  piece  of  2  acs..  which  the  Church  had  given  him,  which  was  bd. 
by  Rev.  Rich.  Denton's  lot.  Those  two  tracts  were  sold  by  Hale  to  Thos. 
Wright  in  1654;  tlien  described  as  one  piece  of  5  acs.  bd.  E.  by  Bell  Lane; 
*        VV.   by  New   St.,   N.   by   Ids.   of   Luke   Hitchcock:    S.   by  a    lane   leading  to 

Michael  Oris  wold's  (now  Back  Lane). 
The  Town  gave  him  4  acs.  of  .swamp  Id..  1G53;  in  1661.  he  bo't  of  Sam'l  Smith 
240  acs.  on  E.  side  the  River:  in  1665.  he  bo't  of  Gr^gon;-  Wilterton  the 
latter's  ho'd,  next  S.  of  Joseph  Wri::ht'-.  on  the  E.  side  of  Hi^rh  St.;  in 
1C67  the  Tc-.vn  obtained  this  by  exch.  for  the  lot  next  S.  for  a  parsonage. 
he  dr.  id.  in  1670  allot.;  in  :Mch..  IGSO,  Lc  made  an  af^'iavit  in  which  he 
says,  he  is  65  yrs.  old ;  he  signed  the  covenant  for  a  new  church  in  Naubuc, 
in  Feb.,  1691. 

HALE,  Lieut.  Samvel,  (s.  Samuel,  the  Settler)  b.  1644:  m.  Ruth  {dan.  Thos.  Ed- 
wards). In  1669,  his  father  crave  him  several  pieces  of  Id.  inclu.  30  acs.  in 
the  West  Field;  in  1670,  his  father-in-law,  Edwards,  of  Hoccanum  (in 
Weth.)  gave  him  5S  acs.  Id.  at  "Ndbocke,"  by  the  -Beaver  Holes."  near 
Salmon  Brook.  In  1672,  the  Town  of  Weth.  gave  him  SO  ac-^.  at  Navaug. 
and  in  the  same  yr.  his  fatlier  gave  him  06  .ics.  at  Nau'ouc.  being  Id.  that 
formerly  belonged  to  Rev.  Henry  Smith.  He  was  fence-viewer  for  Naubuc 
and  Navaug  in  1678,  and  hence  it  may  be  presumed  that  he  was  res.  on  E. 
side  the  River;  for  which  di-trict  he  was  surveyor  of  hiu'hways  in  1636; 
he  signed  agreement  for  new  chureh  there.  Feb.,  1691. 

HALE,  Thomas,  the  Settler  (  bro.  of  Samuel,  the  Settler)  and  hi-  sons  Ebenezer  and 
Thomas,  Jr. — See  Geiiealog;/. 

HALL,  Benezer  (or  Ebenezer?)  s.  of  Samuel  of  Midd. :  tj-thingmail.  1692;  dr.  Id. 
(as  Benezer  Hnle)  in  1694  allot.,  school  committee.  1704.  when  the  name  is 
spelled  Hnle  again.  But  Benezer  (or  Ebenezer)  Hall  was  then  living  on  the 
E.  side  of  River;   bo't  Eleazer  Kinilx-riy's  ho'd,   1692. 

HALL,  Edward,  was  in  Weth.  abt.  1G70. — .S?e  Gtncalogy. 

HALL,  John-,  d.  at  Midd..  1673.  Was  he  the  J.  H.  who  came  to  Weth.  with  Oldham, 
1633?  Saiage  (I.,  335)  finds  a  John  who  d.  Weth.,  1692,  leaving  a  wid., 
Rebina  and  ch.  Elizabeth,  9  mos.  old. — See  Apptudix  II. 
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HALL,  "will.  I{ebi"[niiJ,  w'lh-  of  John  above,  dr.  1<1.  in   1G94  allot. 

HALL,  RicH.\RD,    Ipos.  tiie  Rich,  of  Midd.   nicnt.   by  .S'l/crty/e,   who   m.   M:uy  

and  d.  101)1,  ar.  71. — ii.  r.  s.],  in  lOKi  was  joint  owner,  with  Sain'l  Gardner, 
of  Ida.  which  they  .sold  to  Abraham  Elscn :  on  10  Au;^..  10.')3,  lie  sold  the 
ho'd  ori;^.  tliat  of  Jacob  Waterhouse,  to  Edward  Scott.  A  Rich.  H.  was 
killed,  19  May,  1C7G,  at  the  "Great  VnUn  tight." 

HALL,  Samuel,  was  voted  an  inhab.  22  Feb.,  1000-1. 

HAMILTON',  AOA.M,  warned  out  of  town  in  Dec,  1082,  as  not  a  lawful  inhab.  but 
an  "intruder." 

HANGHETT.— See  Unnsctt. 

HANSETT,  {Uunchctt)  Thomas,  rec.  hoM  2.')  Feb.,  1042,  a  ho.,  l\U  aos.  Id.  bd.  by 
New  St.,  E.  (di.seontiniied  in  1000)  ;  way  to  Htfd.  (Back  Lane),  W. ;  Michael 
Gri.swold'.s  ho'd,  S.;  Iln<,'li  Wells,  X.;  in  Jan.,  10.'>0,  the  Town  f^ave  him 
20  acs.  at  Ry-H.;  he  was  taxed  for  4  acs.  Id.  in  Weth.  as  early  as  Feb., 
1647-8;  rem.  to  New  Lend.,  IO.jI. 

HARllLS,  Joii.v,  res.  in  Wetli.,  Ki.').')  or  earlier,  whore  he  was  voted  for — but  for 
what  ofTice  docs  not  appear. 

HARRIS,  William,  adm.  inliab.  May,  1700. 

HARRINGTON,  Joiin',  one  of  si^fiiers  of  covenant  for  a  cu.  ;;t  Ni.uouc,  Feb.,  1001. 

HARRISON,  Joii.x,  bo't  from  Joim  Westall.  1047  or  "48,  the  ho'd  orij;.  Rob't  Alibott's, 
bd.  E.  by  High  St.,  W.  by  Ids.  of  John  Goodrich.  N.  by  Id.  of  Tho.?. 
Wrigl\t,  S.  by  a  lane  leading  into  Htfd.  highway,  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs.  Id; 

Town-crier,    10.54;    surveyor  of  liighways,    1001;    m.   Catharine  ,  4 

May,  1053,  he  d.  abt.  1008,  in  Dec.  of  which  yr.  his  wid.  chose  "her 
kinsmen"  Jolm  and  Jonatlian  (iilbert,  to  be  overseers  of  her  ch. ;  he  left  an 
est.  of  £610;  in  1070,  she  was  convicted  of  witchcraft  but  the  Ct.  of  Ass'ts 
remitted  the  death-sentence. — See  Chapt.  XVII,  Vol.  I. 

HAYNES,  "Mr."  JosEi-ii,  minister,   1003. 

HAYWAKD,  Hkxry.— See  Houard. 

HILLIARD,  Benjamin-,  (s.  of  Hugh,  of  Salem,  ^lass.).  was  Town  cow-keeper,  1043; 
hayward  same  yr. ;  principal  in  a  bail-bond  in  1040,  his  step-father,  Thos. 
Wright,  being  surety.  Wright  was  his  mother's  third  husband,  her  second 
one  having  been  John  Elsen,  who  d.  1048. 

HILLIARD,  Job,  (s.  Hugh,  of  Salem,  ^ilass.),  in  10.53,  or  thereabouts,  lie  sold  to 
Sam'l  Wright  his  interest  in  the  ho'd  (subject  to  the  life  est.)  of  his 
mother,  Harriet  Wright,  viz.,  a  ho.,  and  3  acs.  Id.  on  W.  side  of  the  Main 
St.,  betw.  Rich.  Smith,  N.  and  Luke  Hitchcock,  S. 

HILLS,  JcsEni,  (s.  William  and  Mary  Warner)  of  Htfd.;  fence-viewer,  1080;  lister, 
1084;  collector,  108.5;  fence-viewer  for  E.  side  the  River,  1(J80;  sett,  in 
Glast.  being  one  of  the  signers  of  covenant  for  a  church  there,   Vvh.,  1091. 


LAND-HOLDINliS    OF    KARLY     INHABITANTS. 


2/7 


HILLS,  William,  (s.  William  of  HtM.)  in  Jan..  lilT:!  3.  or  oariier.  >K>'t  from  Wm. 
Morri.s  the  X.  half  of  tlie  hitter's  holnt  on  Bell  Lane,  next  S.  of  Thomas 
Hurlburt's  lio'ii;   Morris'  wife  was  Hil^^  youngt-jt  sister. 

HITCHCOCK,  .loiiN.  (s.  of  I.iiko  and  Kliz.ibethl  rec'd  Ids.  in  Weth.  by  will  of  hi^ 
uncle,  Win.  Gibbons,  of  Htfil.  in  1005,  or  thereabouts;  the  will  being  written 
in  1G39. 

HITCHCOCK,  Llke,  ( fni.  N>\v  Haven.  1044?).  in  ir,47  ahis  appears  to  be  the  date) 
he  rec.  his  ho'd  in  two  lots.  One,  on  which  his  iio.  stoonl,  was  bo't  fm.  Wm. 
Gibbons,  his  bro. -in-law.  It  was,  when  (Jibbons  bo't  it.  in  1041.  the  ho'd 
of  Rev.  Rich.  Denton,  beinj^:  next  N.  of  Sam'l  Hale's,  on  W.  ^ide  of  Main  St. 
The  other  lot,  bein^  l^j  acs.  Id.  with  bam  on  it.  lay  next  N.  of  that  above 
described  and  John  ?",Ison's  was  next  X. :  he  wa.s  townsman  (selectman)  in 
165.3  and  'oC;  d.  1  Nov.  IG.ji);  wife  Klizahttli  wa.>  sister  of  Will.  Gibbons. 

HOLLISTER,  Lieut.  .Toiix.  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.  fni.  W"e\-mouth.  Mass.,  1643: 
rec.  -some  of  his  Ids.  20  May,  1044.  but  had  i)r-->b.  held  them  some  years 
earlier.  At  this  date,  a  ho-Iot  of  3^^  at<.  with  ho.  bo't  of  John  RcynolJ-^. 
on  E.  side  of  Hi;;:h  St.  or  Common,  next  S.  of  .Tnhn  Gibbs'  ho-lot;  12  June, 
1645,  he  rec.  the  ho-lot.  ho.  and  4  acs.  Id.  lx)"t  of  .John  Gibbs,  bein<^  next 
N.  of  the  above  and  then  bd.  by  Thi)s.  Kunee's  ho-lot  on  the  N..  this  lot 
he  sold  to  Sam'l  Smith,  Jr.,  prob.  in  1047.  Mr.  Hoilister  also  bo't  (date 
not  given)  fm.  Thos.  Parke  the  ho.,  bam  an<l  0  acs.  Id.  on  W.  side  Bell  Lane 
and  S.  side  of  Waterinjj  Lane  (what  is  now  the  Alfred  France's  comer)  and 
next  to  lot  of  Thos.  Hurll)\it  S.,  .some  31-4  ac-.  ••'  'his  had  formerly  been 
the  iiu'J  of  I\i,,li.  Law  on  the  corner.  On  30  Xi^\..  Ho'i.  he  bo't  of  Rich. 
Treat,  Jr.,  a  ho-lot  of  3'/.  acs.  on  W.  side  Broad  St.,  bd. 
W.  by  Bell  Lane,  X.  by  said  Treat,  S.  by  .James  Boosey.  On  28  Dec.  1649, 
a  "Comm.  was  chosen  to  set  out  to  John  Hoilister,"'  the  Id.  given  to  him  by 
the  Church  and  Towne."— Tl'.  T.  V. 
This  was  a  50  ac.  farm  at  Nayaug,  and  in  104n  he  rec'd  fm.  the  Town  another 
donation  of  Id. — where  or  of  what  am't  doth  not  appear.  In  1060,  he  bo't 
the  80  acs.  which  Thos.  Hurlbut  the  soldier  had  at  Xayaug — So.  Glast.  This 
was  next  S.  of  "Hoilister  Farm,"  and  he  also  became  owner  of  one-fourth 
part  of  Clement  Chaplin's  great  tract  of  0^0  acs..  being  the  second  fourth 
fm.  the  S.  side — (for  this  Chapin  is  sole  authority)  ;  he  d.  1660.. 

HOLLISTER,  "Mr."  John*,  (s.  of  John,  the  Settler),  soon  after  1650,  went  to  res. 
upon  a  50  ac.  farm  which  had  been  given  his  lather  by  the  Town,  and 
"set  out"  in  1644 — at  X'ayaug,  (So.  Glait.l  and  where  he  aftenvards  rec'd 
other  Ids.  by  gift  and  inheritance  fm.  his  father.  In  1072,  the  Town  gave 
him  80  acs.  Id.  at  Xayaug,  bd.  W.  by  tlie  hi::hway  skirting  the  River,  E. 
by  Ids.  "not  laid  o\it,"  X".  by  Id.  of  Richard  Treat.  S.  by  Id.  of  John  Wad- 
hams. 

HOLLISTER,  ■Jon.\tiia.x.  (s.  Thomas  and  Elizabt-thl.  was  given  Ids.  by  the  Town 
in  1700;  fence-viewer,  1706;  in  1712,  the  Town  voted  to  permit  his  wid.  to 
allow  the  dwelling  she  occup.  to  remain  standing  upon  the  Common  (at 
Ry-H. ?)  and  to  "improve  P/^  acs.  Id.  with  the  same. 

HOLLISTER,  Lazarus,  (s.  Lieut.  John,  the  Settler)  owned  Id.  in  the  West  Field, 
1684;  dr.  Id.  in  1604  allot. 
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HOLLISTKR,  Lieut.  STt:niEN,  (s.  of  Lieut.  .lolm,  the  Settler)  ;  the  Town,  in  1GS4, 
gave  him  20  acH.  hi.  in  con.sideration  of  Id.  taken  fm.  him  in  the  West 
Field,  for  a  highway;  he  was  constable  in  1C'J4,  and  dr.  Id.  in  the  allot, 
of  that  jT. 

HOLLISTEK,  Lieut.  Tiio.m.\s,  (s.  of  Lieut.  John,  the  Settler)  m.  Elizabeth  (dau. 
John)  Latimer;  surveyor,  1070;  in  1G77,  the  Town  j;r.  him  a  small  .■^trip 
fm.  the  street,  to  be  added  to  his  ho'd  on  the  W.  side  of  Broad  St.,  which 
he  had  inher.  fm.  his  fatlier:  he  also  inher.  another  ho'd  on  the  \V.  side  of 
Bell  Lane,  which  he  sold  to  NathT  Butfer.  His  motlicr-in-law.  .Mrs.  Anna 
Latimer,  in  1G72,  gave  him  28  acs.  Id.  at  Ry-H.  on  \V.  side  Mi.Kl.  road.  betw. 
Sani'l  Boardman'a  Id.  X.  and  a  highway  S. ;  in  IGSO,  she  gave  him  225  acs. 
at  Nayaug,  being  the  first  fourth  fm.  the  S.  side  of  the  900  acs.  formerly 
Clement  Chaplin's.  It  was  bd.  W.  by  the  River,  and  ext.  E.  three  miles  in- 
to the  Wilderness;  Daniel  Rose  then  owning  next  N.  and  .loiin  (s.  Lieut. 
John)  Hollister,  next  S.  Joim  Wells  (s.  of  llugli)  contested  :Mr.  Latimer's 
right  to  the  Id.  but  execution  in  Thos.  Hollister's  favor,  was  issued  in 
1681. 

HOLAIES,  JoN.\s,  dr.  Id.  in  1G!)4  allot.;  was  gr.  Id.  by  the  Town  at  rear  of  Wm. 
Morris'  lot,  at  lower  end  of  Ry-H.,  1G9S. 

HOWARD,  (sometimes  Ilrinrnrd)  Henky,  was  on  the  comm.  to  run  the  line  betw. 
Weth.  and  Htfd.,  1059;  he  then  (and  as  early  as  1651)  owned  the  ho'd, 
formerly  that  of  Josiah  Churchill,  on  the  N.  E.  cor.  High  St..  and  Meadow 
Lane. — See  Savage. 

HOWARD,  JouN",  (s.  of  Henry  and  Sarah  [Stone] )  dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot.;  fence-viewer, 
1715;  lived  on  E.  side  of  High  St.  in  1721.  (May  have  been  s.  of  .John,  who 
d.  at  Antigua  in  1088.  If  so,  was  15  yrs.  of  age  at  that  date.) — See 
Andros  Court.  Rcc. 

HOWARD,  William,  (s.  of  John  and  Mary),  had  ho'd  on  E.  side  High  St.,  above 
the  road  to  the  meadow,   1721. 

HOYT,  (sometimes  Ilight)  Walter;  in  1047  or  earlier,  the  Town  gave  him  a  ho-lot 
bd.  W.  by  what  is  now  Back  Lane;  E.  by  New  St.  (discontinued  lOGO),  N. 
by  Sam'l  Gardner's.     He  was  at  Norwalk,  1059. 

HUBBARD,  George,  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.  fm.  Wat.,  10.35;  his  ho'd,  a  ho.  and 
3  acs.  Id.,  was  on  W.  side  High  St.  at  the  Common,  bd.  N.  by  the  Common, 
and  the  ho'd  of  Edw'd  Mason,  W.  by  John  Plumb's  (aftervvards  Gov.  Thos. 
Welles')  ho'd,  S.  by  Rich.  Guildersleeve's ;  in  Oct.,  1657,  being  then  a  res. 
of  Guilford,  Mr.  H.  sold  this  place  to  his  s.  Jolm. 

HUBBARD,  John,  (s.  of  George,  the  Settler)  b.  prob.  in  Eng.,  rec'd  a  convey,  of  his 
father's  ho'd,  Oct.,  1G57.  On  his  rem.  to  Hadley,  Mass.  (1600?)  he  sold  his 
place  to  John  Blackleach.  a  mcht.  fm.  Salem,  Mass.;  he  was  surveyor  of 
highways,  1G54;  on  Comm.  to  run  line  betw.  Weth.  and  Midd..  1659;  rem. 
to  Hadley,  1000, or  thereabouts;  ret.  to  Weth..  where  he  was  fence-viewer 
for  E.  side  of  River,  108.3;  surveyor,  1088.  [tlio*  this  may  have  been  his  s. 
John,  Jr.] 

HUBBARD,  John,  (s.  of  .John,  gd-s.  of  George)  b.  1G55;  he  m.ay  have  been  the  sur- 
veyor on  E.  side  the  River  in  1083;  and  surveyor  in  1088 — ment.  alnjve. 
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HUUBARD,  Samiel,  (s.  of  Ceor^e,  (lie  Settl.T),  had  ho'd  on  VV.  side  Broad  St..  in 
1640,  or  earlior,  it  was  next  S.  of  Thurston  Raynor's,  whicli  was  the  corner 
lot  at  the  X.  end.  In  a  deed  from  Edmond  VVootl  to  George  Wyllys,  dated 
28  Mch.,  1040,  Wood  describes  part  of  his  Id.  as  having  been  obtaiiieil  by 
him  fm.  Saiiuiel  Ilulibard  "hite  of  Wetli." 

HUBHS,  Samukl,  warned  out  of  Town,  2ti  Dec,  1082,  as  an  "intruder." 

HUNN,  George,  (s.  of  Nath'l,  gd-s.  of  George,  of  Boston)  Daniel  Porter,  "Ijoneselter," 
testifies,  Oct.,  1707.  that  abt.  a  yr.  previously  he  found  .sd.  Hunn,  disabled 
to  travel,  and  that  he  will  be  worse,  "as  he  grows  in  years." 

HUNN,  Natiia.mei,,  (s.  of  George?)  dr.  id.  in  1G04  allot.;  was  hay  ward,  1702;  in 
1704,  Abigail,  the  inf.  dau.  of  Wni.  Powell,  was  bound  out  to  him;  lie  res. 
Dec,  1712,  at  West  Farms,  (New.),  where  he  signed  petition  for  a  steparate 
parish  there. 

HUNN,  Samuel,  (bro.  of  Nathaniel?)  res.  at  West  Farms  (New.)  Dec  1712,  when 
he  signed  petit,  for  a  separate  parish  tliere;  bo't  the  91st  lot  (orig.  Lazarus- 
Hollister's)  in  the  div.  of  1003.  Trad,  makes  him  one  of  the  three  lirst 
sett,  of  New. 

HUNNIWELL,  Jou.x,  the  Town  in  ^Ich.,  108O,  gave  him  liberty  to  enclose  some  of  the 
Town  Id.,  "on  the  W.  side  the  brook  by  Leonard  Dix's"  (now  Tando's),  and 
to  burn  brick  there.  In  Dec,  1GS2,  the  Town  gave  hini  8  acs.  of  Id.  "at 
the  E.  end  of  his  saw-mill  lot,  where  he  hath  set  his  ho."  This  was  in  con- 
sideration of  a  highway  previously  laid  out  by  him.  There  was  a  condi- 
tion of  forfeiture  in  case  th°  ho.  or  Id.  shoiO'l  be  oceup.  by  tenants  "not  ap- 
proved of  by  the  selectmen."  He,  or  one  of  the  same  name,  was  of  Midd., 
1688. 

HUNT,  Bla.nciie,  est.  settled,  1644.— Co/.  Rec,  I.,  457. 

HURLBURT,  John,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler)  b.  8  Mch.,  1042;  m.  Mary  (dau. 
John)  Deniing,  the  Settler;  rem.  to  Midd.;  120  acs.  Id.  gr.  him  by  Gen.  Ct., 
1671,  as  bounty  for  his  services  in  War  of  1637,  and  sd.  Id.  laid  out  of 
Midd.  in  1718. 

HURLBURT,  Jon.\than,  (s.  Samuel,  gd-s.  of  Thomas?)  res.  at  W'esl  Farms  (New.) 
1712,  when  he  signed  the  petit,  for  a  separate  parishh  there. 

HURLBURT,  Joseph,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler,  or  of  Thomas,  Jr.)  res.  West 
Farms  (New.)  1713,  when  the  site  for  the  new  (first)  meeting-ho.  was 
fixed  upon  adjacent  to  his  ho.;  in  1678,  he  sold  to  his  father,  the  5  ac.  lot 
in  the  West  Field,  bd.  by  a  highway,  E.,  W.  and  S.,  and  Id.  of  his  bro. 
Samuel. 

HURLBURT,  Samuel,  (s.  Thomas,  the  Settler)  dr.  Id.  in  1670  and  1004  allot'?,  in 
1677  his  father  gave  him  a  5  acs.  lot  in  the  West  Field. 

HUTILBURT,  Stephen,  (s.  of  Thomas,  Jr.?),  who,  in  1681,  gave  him  a  ho.; 
he  was  collector  in  1003;  in  1094  he  had  a  ho.  and  (blacksmith?)  shop,  when 
the  Town  gr.  him  Id.  adj.  to  it;  he  drew  Id.  in  1694  allot.;  his  ho.  was  next 
E.  of  Michael  Griswold's  on  Back  Lane. 
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HURLBUUT,  Thomas,  tin-  Settlor,  was  in  Wetli.,  IC.J'I?)  ami  served  bnivcly  in 
the  Peq.  caiii()iiij.'n  of  that  yr.  fur  which  lie  recM  fm.  tlio  Gen.  Ct.  300  sics.  Id.; 
his  ho'd  roc.  14  Mch.,  I(i47,  was  a  ho.,  harn  and  '.i  iics.  Id.  bd.  It,,  by  Boll 
Lane,  S.  by  Id.  of  Ab'iii  Elsen,  W.  and  X.  by  ho'd  of  Mr.  Robert  Parke.  It 
wa.s  fonnerly  the  ho'd  of  .Jas[(er  Uawlinjjs.  Hurlbiirt  was  a  blarksinith 
especially  in  nail-niakiii<;:  eolleetor,  1047;  in  10(!2  the  Town  jjave  him  Id. 
"to  set  a  shop  and  a  littil  ho.  on":  in  10(10  the  Town  f;ave  him  HO  acs.  Id. 
at  Nayauj;,  and,  in  same  yr.  he  exch.  ho'ds  with  Lieut  .lolm  Ilollister  (who 
had  several)  takin;;  one  adj.  his  old  one;  in  1000  the  Town  tjave  him  a 
small  piece  next  N'.  of  Henry  Buck's,  at  the  Common,  W.  of  Higli  St.;  he 
d.  after  1077. 

HURLBURT,  Thomas,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler*  blacksmith,  as  was  his  father, 
who,  in  1071,  pave  him  his  hi.  at  the  Common,  conditioned  that  tlie  donee 
should  carry  on  the  blacksmith  trade:  in  107.'5  he  bo't  Thos.  Williams'  ho'd. 
E.  side  of  High  St.,  next  S.  of  .John  Coleman's;  in  1070,  he  bo't  of  VVm. 
Hills,  Jr.,  and  wife,  their  ho'd  on  \V.  side  Bell  Lane,  betw.  Thos.  Hurlburt, 
Scn.'s  N.,  and  Mi-s.  Sam'l  Martin,  S. 

HVDE,  "Mr."  Ti.motiiy,  (s.  of  (;eor<.'e,  of  Boston)  m.  (ace.  to  S'rttvi^r)  Klizabcth 
(dau.  Thos.)  Olcott  of  Htfd.,  where  he  res.  some  yrs.  after  1071;  collector, 
1680;  the  Town  gave  him  Id.  for  a  warehou.se  by  the  River  hank,,  now 
the  S.  E.  shore  of  the  Cove,  in  l(;s.3 ;  he  was  lister,  ICSG;  came  fm.  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  to  Weth.,  1G7.J. 

IRELAND,  SAilUEL,  carpenter,  came  to  Boston  fm.  Loiiduu,  in  siiip  Incrcuse,  1GIJ5 
ae.  o^,  with  wife,  Mary,  ae.  30  and  dau.,  Martha,  ae.  ly..;  had  some  ch.  b. 
here,  and  d.  1030;  wid.  m.  104.'),  Rob't  Burrows,  and  d.  1072;  was  in  Weth., 
1637,  or  earlier;  ho'd  wa.s  a  ho.  and  S^A  acs.  Id.  bd.  S.  by  highway  (Sandy 
Lane),  E.  by  Jacob  Waterhouse's  ho-lot;  X.  by  JefTry  Ferris'  ho-lot;  W.  by 
a  ho-lot  formerly  of  Geo.  Chappell's.  This  is  as  described  by  his  wid. 

JAGGER.  Jeremiah,  (sometimes,  tho'  incorrectly — Guger),  ree.  his  Ids.  in  Weth., 
Mch.,  1640;  a  ho.  and  2i{.  acs.  Id.  bd.  X.  and  S.  by  Ids. "of  Xath'l  Foote;  W. 
by  highway  "leading  to  the  lower  bridge"  [helow  Broad  St.]  ;  E.  by  the 
Plain;  was  a  soldier  in  tho  Peq.  compaign  of  1037,  for  which  he  had  00  acs. 
Id.  gr.  him  by  Gen.  Ct.;  rem.  to  Stamford,  1041,  and  fiarnf/p  says  was  there 
ma.ster  of  a  trading  vessel  and  went  to  the  W.  I.  four  j-rs.  before  his  dth., 
which  occurred  14  xVug.,  1058,  abroad;  his  wid.  Elizabeth,  m.  (2)  12  May, 
1650,  Rob't  Usher,  and  in  1071  grants  for  his  ser\'ices  "in  the  old  war" 
were  made  to  his  .sons,  John,  .leremiah  and  Jonathan,  all  sett,  at  Stam- 
ford.— Savage,  If.,  535.     He  came  to  Weth.,   1637. 

JENNINGS,   ("Genitings")   Joseph,  taxed  in  the  Ind.  Purchase,  1073. 

JENNINGS,  Joshua,  carpenter,  was  in  Weth..  1040,  where  he  was  employed  on  the 
bldg.  of  the  meeting  ho. — ami  perhaps  earlier.  In  Jan.,  1048-0,  he  was 
paid  20.«  for  "setting  up  the  minister's  desk,"  and  £0  for  other  work  in 
meeting-ho.  His  wife  was  Mary  (perhaps  a  dau.  of  ^Matthew)  Williams;  m. 
1647;  rem.  to  Fairfield,  where  he  d.  1076. 

JESSUP,  John,  ho-std.  (not  rec.)  was  in  1041,  next  X.  of  .Tosiah  Churchill's,  on 
E.  aide  High  St.,  at  the  Common;  sold  to  .Jacob  Waterhouse,  who,  in  1047. 
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8ol(l  to  Will.   Colfax;    rem.   to   .'Stamford,    IGIO;    thence   to  Greenwich. — See 
Savage  and   Bolton's   Westchester. 

JOHXSOX,  J.vcon,  Jr.  Kl.  a.s  a  Wi-th.  hoholiler.  in  the  1C70  allot.,  also  in  1673. 

JONES,  Lewi.s,  a  son-in-law  of  Hrnrv  Palnu-r.  fin.  whom.  abt.  lrt.")0.  he  rec'd  10 
ac9.  Id.  (formerly  Sam'l  Hoanhiian'- i  in  tlie  West  Field,  on  the  \V.  side  of 
the  "Mill-Way,"  betw.  Sain"l  Smilirs  X.  and  John  Latimer's  S.;  rem.  to 
Saybrook  ? 

JOKD.W,  Sarah,  had  Id.s.  in  CJreat  Meailow  and  Swamp  in  1047.  and  prob.  >i3me 
yrs.  earlier. — Xo  finther  trace  of  her  found.  [A  Robert  Jordan,  preacher,  of 
Casco,  Me.,  in  liUl  had  a  wile.  Sarah.] 

JUDU,  Tho.ma.s,  a  blacksmith,  was  voted  an  inliab.  10  Mch..  1CS3-4:  perhaps  s.  of 
Thomas,  of  Far.  If  so,  b.  abt..  lO.'iS. 

KKEXEV,  Alexander,  first  a])i)ears  in  Weih.  recs.  in  Mch.,  lGGC-7,  wht-n  the  Town 
gave  him  a  piece  of  Id.  for  a  ho-lot  on  the  \V.  side  Midd.  road,  a  little  below 
Gotfe's  Bridge;  dr.  Id.  in  l(i70  allot.:  d.  ItiSO;  wid.  Alice  (says  Savage) 
d.  1083,  leaving  7  ch. ;  in  10S2.  the  Town  paid  for  tlie  schooling  of  two  of 
these  ch. 

KEENEY,  Aij:xander,  (s.  and  oldest  ch.  of  Alexander)  b.  abt.  1602;  in  16S3.  the 
Town  gave  him  20  acs.  Id.  adj.  the  River,  at  what  is  now  So.  Glast. ;  prob. 
sett,  in  Glast. 

KELSEV.  IKrlni)  .Tojin.  (s.  of  Stephen)  of  Htfd.:  b.  16S0;  one  of  petit,  for  X'ew. 
parish,  )7V?;  res.  W.  of  Beckley  Quarter. 

KELSEV,  Mark,  owned  Id.  in  Weth..  liKU:  <aitl  to  have  lived  in  Windsor,  but  calle«I 
himself  "of  Weth.";  mort.  an<l  bond  which  he  gave  to  Eleazer  Kinibt-rly, 
dated  27  Feb.,  1064-5. 

KELSEY,  Stephen,  (s.  of  Stephen  of  Htfd.^  and  b.  1677;  one  of  p«tit.  1712.  for 
New.  parish;   res.  W.  of  Beckley  (Quarter. 

KILBOURX,  ABRA}rA.\t,  (s.  of  Sgt.  John)  b.  107.3;  m.  Sarah  (dau.  .John)  Goodrich: 
hayward,  lOD.i;  signed  prote-r  atrt.  iriving  away  the  To«-n's  Id.  1603:  lister, 
1708;  had  fm.  his  father,  1007.  Ids.  in  the  West  Field;  d.  1712-13;  wid.  m. 
Thos.  Boardman,  1718. 

KILBOURX^  .XnRAHAM,  {s.  John  and  Susanna)  b.  1691.  m.  Sarah  (dau.  John) 
Mitchell,  of  Htfd.,  5  June,  1712;  he  was  b.  on  E.  side  River,  but  before 
the  orig.  of  G.  as  a  town;  his  wife  d.  3  Oct.,  1719,  and  he  m.  (2)  -soon 
after,  Mary  (dau.  Sanuiel)  T\idor.  of  Htfd..  who  d.  .5  Aug..  1751,  and  in 
following  Apl.,  he  m.  (3)  Abigail  House:  was  a  prominent  oSce  holier  in 
Glast. 

KILBOURX,  Benjamin,  (s.  John  and  .<<u*anna)  b.  30  Mch..  16S4.  on  E.  side  River; 
d.  in  1713,  or  earlier,  as  Pa_\-ne  K.  Kilboum  thinks. 

KILBOURX',  Ebenezer,  (s.  of  Sgt.  John  l  b.  1065;  m.  Grace  (dau.  Peter  and  gd-dau. 
Gershom)  Bulkely.  1092:  hayward.  1034;  fence-viewer,  1631;  dr.  Id.  in 
1694  allot.;  d.  1711-12. 
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KILBOURN,  KiiENEZER,  (s.  of  John  and  SusaniKi)  b.  10  :Mch.,  lOT'.t,  on  K.  side 
River,  as  the  fiiinily  ■,'»  iicMloj.'ist  thinks — but  it  is  doubtful  if  John's  father 
lived  on  that  .->i<le  before  ItiS');   m.  Sanili   Fox,  1  June,  1C9S. 

KILBOURN,  Elkazer,  (  s.  of  Kbonczcr  and  Grace)  b.  2G  July,  lOOS;  took  possess, 
of  his  niother'.s  dower  c^t.,  under  ajjreenient,  in  Oct.,  1721 ;  d.  .s.  p.  1701. 

KILBOURX,  "Mr."  George,  (s.  of  Si.'t.  .Tobn.  by  bis  2d  wife,  Sarah  ((biu.  John) 
Bronson,  of  Far.)  b.  lC(iS;  dr.  Id.  in  l(iit4  allot.;  collector,  lOOK;  ijrand- 
juror,  1714;  constable.  I'll!:  owned  the  lot  ne.vt  N.  of  buryin^-<iround.  the 
line  of  which  was  sett.  17.33.     He  d.  8  Feb.,  1741. 

KILBOURX,  FlEZEKiAii,  (s.  (U;,..  Jr.  and  Abigail)  b.  1700;  grad.  V.  C.  1720:  kept 
the  tavern  in  Weth.  a  few  rods  X.  of  the  nieeting-ho.  175.3. 

KILBOURX,  James,  (s.  of  .Josoph  and  Dorothy)  b.  13  Apl.,  1707;  rem.  to  Litclifield 
with  his  father,  1721,  and  was  selectman  and  tavern-keeper  there. 

KILBOURX,  Sgt.  John.  (s.  of  Tlios.  the  Settler)  b.  1024,  Eng. ;  c(dlector,  1747; 
constable,  10.51;  dr.  Id.  in  1070  and  10!)4  allots.;  was  on  many  important 
Comm.  especially  on  town  lines;  often  selectman  and  deputy;  d.  1703. 

KILBOURX,  John,  (s.  of  Sgt  and  gd-s.  of  Thos.  the  Settler)  b.  1051-2:  m.  1073-4. 
Susanna  (dau.  Wm.)  Hills;  res.  Xaulnic,  1085,  perhap.s  e-arlier.  wliere  in 
1690,  he  became  a  promoter  of  the  work  of  estab.  the  new  township  there;  in 
1693  was  a  selectman  of  Glast.  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Glast.  branch  of 
the  K.  tamily;  wife  d.  Oct.,  1701.  and  12  May  following  he  m.  (2l  Elizabeth 
(dau.  John)  Mitchell  of  Htf.l. 

KILBOURN,  John,  (s.  John  and  Susanna)  b.  1077;  res.  prob.  on  the  W.  (but  the 
fam.  genealogist  thinks  on  the  E.  side  the  River).  Xo  evidence  appmrs  that 
his  father  was  living  at  Xanbuc  before  KiSo;  he  was  father  of  the  famous 
Capt.  John  K.  of  Walpole.  X.  H. 

KILBOURX,  .JcsEPH,  (s.  of  Sgt.  .John  ami  Sarah),  b.  abt.  1072;  in  Mch., 
1717,)  Ids.  of  his  in  Beaver  ^Mead.  were  taken  for  a  highway; 
he,  with  Capt.  Jacob  and  Thos.  W.  Griswold,  Ezekiel  Buck  and  .John  Stod- 
dard, all  of  Wetli.,  became,  inn  1720-22.  orig.  sett,  of  Litchfield  and  he  the 
ancestor  of  the  L.  branch  of  the  K.  family. 

KILBOURX,  Thomas,  the  Settler,  b.  at  Wood-Ditton,  Eng.,  1578:  came  to  New 
Eng.  in  the  ship  Increase  in  Apl.,  1035,  and  sett,  at  once  at  Weth.,  where  he 
had  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  on  S.  W.  side  of  Broad  St.,  Jolin  Fletcher's  ho'd 
adj.  him  on  X.  and  Sam.  Smith's  on  S..  being  Id.  later  of  Col.  Chester's,  and 
now  of  Comstock,  Ferre  &  Co.,  seedsmen. 

KIMBERLY,  "]\Ir."  Eleazer,  (s.  of  Thomas  and  Alice,  of  X"ew  Haven),  lie  was  the 
first  male  ch.  b.  in  N.  H.  and  bp.  17  Nov.,  1030;  in  1667  he  rec.  132  acs.  Id. 
on  E.  side  the  River,  which  was  his  "wife's  portion,"  being  one  of  the  3 
mile  lots,  bd.  W.  by  the  River,  and  N.  and  S.  by  Ids.  of  Gov.  Thos.  Welles, 
dee'd.  As  this  Id.  was  part  of  the  est.  of  John  Robbin's,  '"Gentleman,"  it  is 
apparent  that  Kinil)erly's  wife  was  a  dau.  of  ilr.  Robbins,  to  whom  the  Id. 
was  distr.     At  the  same  date,  Mr.  K.,  also  had  another  tract  on  E.  side 
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River,  at  "RimI  Hill,"  uf  ll2ij  acs.  betw.  Id.  of  Daniel  Uo-f.  N.  and  IIii(,'h 
Welles  S.  In  Uii!7.  he  bo't  of  Robert  Foote,  the  lio'd  fdniu'rly  of  Sain'l 
Hubbard,  near  the  upper  end,  W.  >i(le  of  I?roa<l  St.  betw.  .John  Coleman.  N. 
and  James  Boo«ey's  S.  He  had  20  ncs.  in  the  We^^t  Field,  betw.  Robert  Rose, 
N.  and  Xath'l  Foote  S. 

KIRBY,  John,  an  early  settler  and  JouN,  Jr.,  his  son. — See  Genealogies. 

KIRKHAM,  (or  Kirctim,  Kirhuni)  SaMvel,  dr.  one  of  the  .'SO  acs.  lots  at  Uie  West 
Farms   (New.)    1094. 

KIRKHAM,  TiioMA.'^,  was  in  Weth.  1048,  or  earlier,  when  his  wife  was  employed  by 
the  Town  to  sweep  the  niceting-ho. ;  the  Town  pave  him  a  ho-lot  '•which 
lyeth  in  the  W.  side  the  hif;hway  beyond  Franct'S  [Rob't  Frances"],  as  we 
goe  toward  Htfd."  This  was  3  aes.  on  the  W.  side  of  .Sandy  Lane,  at  the  ex- 
treme N.  end,  and  ext.  thro'  to  Baek  Lane.  He  d.  in  It!""  or  earlier,  as  in 
Dec.  of  that  yr.  tlio  Town  gave  to  liis  wid.  "and  her  children,  a  small  piece 
of  Id.  at  the  water  siJe."  In  Mcli.,  1083-4,  the  Town  voted  that  the  wid.  had 
not  performed  the  condition  of  the  grant,  and  declarerl  that  the  title  to  the 
Id.  stated  to  be  "at  the  Common,"  was  forfeit  to  the  Town. 

KIRKHAM,  Thomas,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler)  in  1679,  during  his  illness,  the 
Town  defrayed  his  nie<lical  expenses.  In  Mch.,  1701-2.  the  Town  gave  him 
4  acs.  Id.,  the  recorder  spelling  his  name,  in  thi.s  case  "Carkam" ;  he  was,  at 
one  time,  constable? 

LATIMER,  Bkzai.ekl.  (s.  of  .Tohn,  the  Settler)  b.  1057:  fence-viewer.  lOSO:  inher. 
tne  ho'd  on  the  E.  side  of  Broad  St.  next  X.  of  the  James  Boosey  place,  d. 
(ace.  to  recs.  ot  Andros'  Ct.,  at  Htfd.)  before  T"no,  1GS.8,  leaving  a  wid. 
(Saint  Latimer.) 

LATIMER,  John,  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.,  1045.  prob.;  he  first  rec.  his  Ids.! 
22  June,  1040,  3  aes.  Id.  with  a  cellar  and  barn  thereon  ( l>o't  of  Sam'l 
Boardman)  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  X.  W.,  Plain,  S.  E. ;  Leonard  Chester,  X.  E.. 
Rich.  Parke.  S.  W.  On  10  June.  1047.  he  rec.  another  ho-lot.  next  S.  of 
the  above,  with  ho.  and  314  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Id.  of  James  Boosey,  E.,  lane 
leading  the  Plain.  S.  On  1 1  Mch..  1650,  he  rec.  another  ho'd.  bo't  of  John 
Rose  (who  had  it  fm.  his  father.  Robt.  Rose)  being  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  bd. 
by  Broad  St..  W.,  the  Plain.  E..  Rich.  Treat,  X.,  John  Bobbins.  S.  This  he 
sold  to  John  Betts.  In  Jan..  1054,  he  bo't  of  .John  Edwards,  the  ho'd  on 
W.  side  of  Broad  St.  betw.  Sam'l  Smith,  X.  and  .Sam'l  Martin.  S.  This 
was  not  correctly  rec.  until  1005.  In  the  meantime,  .Jan.,  1001-2.  it  had 
been  rec.  as  bo't  of  .Sam'l  Smith,  in  Mch.,  1000-1.  Mch.  12.  1657-S,  he  rec. 
another  ho'd  (bo't  of  Matthias  Treat,  Anth.  Wright  and  Sam.  Belden)  a 
ho.,  cellar,  orchard  and  a  ho-lot  of  2-74  acs.  bd.  W.  by  Broad  St..  E.  by  Rob. 
Foote,  S.  by  James  Boosey,  X.  by  .John  Coleman.  The  orchard  was  bd. 
by  Street  (now  Pratt's  Ferry  Road)  X'.,  and  Street  (Broad)  S.,  the  street 
(Broad?)    W.,  the  ho-lot  of  John  Coleman  and  piece  next  above  described: 

.  in  1600  he  was  one  of  the  comm.  to  complete  the  matter  of  the  purchase  of 

the  school-ho. ;  he  was  also  on  Comm.  to  lay  out  Emanuel  Buck's  Id.,  1C02; 
he  d.   1662.  being  at  the  time  one  of  the  wealthiest  Id-owners  in  town. 

LATIMER,  Sgt.  John.  (s.  of  John,  the  Settler)  b.  1050;  constable.  1035:  collector, 
1698;  inher.  the  dwelling-ho.  and  blilgs.  and  the  X.  part  of  the  ho-lot  of  his 
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father,  on  ihe  K.  si.l,-  Broad  St.  n.'Xt  S.  «f  t!.e  Leonard  Cliostor  place;  dr. 
Id.  in  l(><t4  allot;  hi.s  dw.-llho.  one  of  the  si.\  ordere.l  to  be  ••fortified."  in 
Feb.,  170:i-4;  surveyor  of  biyhways,  170U. 
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LATIMER.  JoNAT.l.VN,  (s.  of  .;„hn.  the  S,.ttler)  h.  Kl.-,.", :  n..  .Ahi^rail  (dau.  Daniel, 
Sr.)  Rose;  inher.  the  bo'd  which  his  father  bo't  of  John  Kdwards,  on  \V. 
side  Broad  St.;  fence-viewer,   170(i. 

LATLMER,  S,\MfKr.,  dr.  Id.  in   Uli)4  allot.;  hayuard.  1708. 

LAW,    (sometimes  "Lawes")    Ruii.Alti),    in    Iti4()   so|,l   to  .lobn   T.ilcott.   '•Gentleman," 
his  ho'd,  a  ho.  and  .-J'/i  acs.  Id.  bd.  S.  by  Rob't  Parke's  hoVl,  l.einK  the  cor. 
of  Bell  and  Waterin-  lanes,  and  (  IS83)  belon-infj  to  heirs  of  Alfred  Francis 
,  ,  ,  Law  owned  considerable  Id.  in  Weth.  where  he  came   ( prob.  in  the  first  yr. 

of  its  settlement)    fni.  Wat.  perhaps.     He  rem.  to  .Stamford,   1040,  where  he 
was  a  prominent  citizen,  and  he  was  the  gd-fthr.  of  Gov.  Jona  Law. 

LEAVITT,  ./osiiL  A,  may  have  been  a  s.  of  .losiah,  of  Hinyham,  IMass.,  and,  if  so.  b. 
1  An?.,  ICSl:  adm.  inhab.  of  Weth.  Dee.,  1713;  prob.  the  J.  L.  who  d.  at 
Suffield,   17.')4,  leaving  5  eh. 

LEWIS,  Walter,  in  Weth.  I(i48.  or  earlier;  a  ".servant  to  Mrs.  Ilollister,  Dec.  lf>47. 
—Col.  Rrc,  I.,  174:  w.us  a  .seaman  and  capt.  by  the  pirate  ship  of  Prince 
Rupert,    a    nejdiew    of    Charles    I.,    called    the    "Robber    Prince."    abt.    10.52; 

•••^  and  had  both  legs  blown  o(T,  and  d.  in  consequence.— See  Orn^alogics. 

LEWIS,  WiLLiA.M,  in  Weth.,  1C40?  Col.  R,c..  T.,  40:  rem.  to  Far.  abt.  1040. 

LILLEY,  .Joiix,  the  Settler:  w.is  in  Weth.  1048  or  earlier,  does  not  appear  elsewhere 
^  on  rec,  e.\cept  in  connection  with  the  births  of  his  eh.  Parage  gives  at  least 

three  of  same  name. 

LIVERMORE,  John-,  came  in  the  Franri.s  in  1034,  fm.  Ipswich.  Eng.,  to  Wat.,  thence, 
prob.  at  once  to  Weth.,  where  he  remained  until  1030,  when  he  rem.  to  New 
Haven.  His  ho'd,  a  ho.  and  G  acs.  Id.  was  next  S.  of  Jonas  Weedc's,  a 
roadway  being  betw.  and  was  bd.  W.  by  the  Common,  where  the  public 
landings  were,  E.  by  the  Meadow,  S.  by  the  ho'd  of  Rob't  Bates.     His  ho. 

>.'>.:  was  the  furtherest  X.  at  the  Common,  except  Weede's;  sold  to  Thos.  Curtis, 
prob.  abt.  1040.  In  1050,  he  and  prob.  his  ch.  ret.  to  Wat.  where  he  d' 
1684,  ae.  78  yrs. 

LOXGDON,  (.sometimes  Lnugdon)  Anukew,  bo't  the  Wm.  Comstock  ho'd  in  1643, 
prob.,  which  he  rec.,  10  Mch.,  1043-4,  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  by  Fort 
St..  X.,  Robert  Burroughs,  E..  Sandy  Lane,  S..  came  to  a  point  W. ;  soon 
after,  he  rem.  to  Xew  Lond.,  where  he  d.  abt.  1080 s.  p. 

LORD,  Richard,  owned  much  Id.  in  Weth.  but  res.  Htfd.;  his  wid.  Sarah  bo't  ho'd 
of  Gregory  Wilterton,  on  E.  side  High  St.,  10G8.— See  Col.  Archives,  Vol. 
IL,  101,  for  mort.  of  certain  Ids.  of  Sam'l  Wyllys,  which  he  levied  upon. 

LORD,  Ruth,  (wid.  of  Thomas?)  owned  Ids.  in  "Gooseberry  Swamp,"  1742,  con- 
cerning the  bds.  of  which  she  had  a  dispute  with  Wm.  Roads. 
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LORD,  Thomas,  (s.  of  Tlioinus,  of  Iltfd.)  b.  Kiij:;  wife,  Mary:  a  noted  '•bonesetter," 
and  1C52  the  (!eii.  Ct.  gr.  him  £lo  and  froed  him  from  •'wati-hinL'.  warding 
and  training"  in  consideration  of  his  "improving"'  his  best  skill  amongst 
the  inhab.s.  of  tlic  towns  upon  the  River.'"  He  was  the  first  schoolmaster 
chosen  (Apl.,  liloS)  by  the  Town,  whose  name  appears  upon  rec. ;  he  was 
re-chosen  Hi.V.),  with  salary  of  £25,  and  to  have  a  lui.  and  meadow-lot, 
rent  free,  '"as  formerly."  In  IGtiO,  he  was  again  chosen,  ronditioneil  upon 
his  acceptance  of  such  ""pay"  as  should  be  free  contribu.  to  him,"  witli  free 
use  of  ho.  and  Id.  in  same  yr.  he  bo"t  a  ho-lot  fm.  Thos.  Williams,  be- 
ing the  S.  part  of  W'.'s  lio'd,  on  K.  ■~i(le  Main  St.,  a  little  below  the  meeting- 
ho.  and  bd.  S.  by  the  .James  Booscy  place.  The  Boosey  lot  ext.  through  to 
Broad  St.  but  the  Williams  lot,  which  was  part  of  the  old  Matthias  Treat 
he'd,  did  not.     He  d.   IGGl  (  ?) — See  •Sai<iye. 

LOVELAXD.  Tho.ma.s,  first  of  the  name  in  Weth.  was  gr.  80  acs.  Id.  by  the  Town, 
Nov.,  IC72.  It  was  laid  out  on  E.  side  the  River,  at  Xayaug  (So.  Glast.) 
next  S.  of  Rich.  Treat's  "farm'";  was  fence-viewer  for  E.  side  River,  Feb., 
1075-6,  whence  we  may  infer  that  he  was  then  res.  on  the  E.  side  of 
River.  He  prob.  came  to  Weth.,  1(170,  at  which  time  he  was  "made 
free."  Ten  yrs.  later  he  was  res.  at  Htfd..  says  Savage  (but,  perhaps  he 
was  a  son  of  the  "Wid.  Lovenam"  who  was  in  Weth.  I(i40. — Col.  I'cc,  I., 
193). 

LOVEMAX,    (or  Loviiiain)     (':),  \\idow. — See  Loielaiul,  Tiioma.s. 

MACKIE,  (sometimes  Mackii)  Hucii,  bo't  Wni.  Morris'  Id.  in  the  South  Field,  abt. 
where  Russell  Adams'  ho.  is;  in  !Meh.,  1G73;  he  bo't  !Mr.  .Tames  Treat's  16 
acs.  in  same  'lield,"  1U7'J,  which  he  sold  to  Theophilus  Sherman,   10S2. 

MACKIE,  JouN,   (prob.  s.  Hugh),  dr.  Id.  in  1004  allot. 

&1AGGUT.— See  My  gait. 

AL\RSHALL,  Joiix,  (perhaps  s.  of  .John,  of  Boston)  d.  Weth.  1(507,  or  late  in  1096.— 
See  Gcnenlogi/. 

Thomas. — See  also.  Genealogy. 

MARTIN,  Sajjvkl,  a  cariat  was  ent.  of  rec.  Aug.,  1043,  by  Mi-s.  Robbins  in  the 
absence  of  her  husband,  John  Robbins,  '•(Tcntleman,"  agt.  the  ho"d  which 
sd.  Martin  had  previously  bo't  of  .John  Carrimrtnn ;  beinir  a  cellar  with  fi 
ac.  of  Id  (no  olher  descri|)tion) .  On.  or  before  .'5d  May.  1047.  sd.  Carring- 
ton  sold  to  Martin  the  ho.  and  2'^  acs.  Id.  which  tlie  latter  had  bo't  of  John 
Robbins,  who  had  bo't  it  of  Edward  Vere,  bd.  by  the  Swamp,  or  Common 
\V.,  the  Common,  E.,  highway,  X.,  Swamp.  S.  Carrington  afterwards  sold 
the  same  lot  to  the  wid.  of  Leonard  Chester.  Martin's  wife  was  Phebe 
Bisby,  dau.  of  William  Bisby,  a  London  mcht,  ■"Gentleman."  In  1649.  Mr. 
Bisby  bo't,  thro'  Gov.  Hopkins  and  Will.  Gibbons,  of  Htfd.,  as  trustees  for 
his  dau.,  Mrs.  Martin,  fm.  Sam'l  Boardman,  the  old  Evans  ho-lot,  a  ho.  and 
3  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  E.,  Bell  lane.  W.,  .John  Edwards,  X.,  and  Xath'I 
Dickinson,  S.  Mrs.  Martin's  first  husband  was  a  Bracy. — See  Bracy.  this  vol. 
"Mr."  Martin  contributed  to  the  expense  of  seating  the  meetingho.  in  1048; 
was  sent  to  "the  Bay,"   lOGO,  to  fetch  the  Rev.  Cotton  to  Weth. :    wa.s  gr. 
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leave  to   live   in  the  "town-ho."    1002;   ilr.   Id.   in    1070  allot.;    in   1009  bo't 
John  Smitli's  lot  of  55  acs.  in  the  West  Field,  nxt.  X.  of  Henry  Palmer's. 
He  was  a  lieut.  in  Kinij  Phillip's  War.  1075:  d.   15  Se{)t.,  10S3. 
Mrs.  Martin  bo't  the  .T(j]in  Wadhains  lio'd  on  tlie  W.  s^ide  of  Bell  Lane,  in  her 
own  name  in  1075. 

MASON,  Edw.^rd,  d.  bt^fore  1040,  leaving'  no  \sill  and  hence  mnjj  have  been  one  of 
those  killed  in  the  Ind.  massacre  at  Wt-tli.,  Apl.,  1037;  his  lio'd  was  a  ho. 
and  3  acs.  Id.  b<l.  E.  by  the  Landinir  Place  (now  The  Cove)  ;  W.  by  Jo. 
Plumb's  ho'd;  .S.  by  sd.  Plumb's  swamp,  (X.  E.  of  where  the  State  Prison 
now  is)  ;  N.  by  Conn.  River;  he  also  rec.  8  other  pieces  of  Id. — no  dates 
given,  but  Hlfd.  Ld.  Rrcs.,  I.,  j;ives  fm.  1640-'53.  Invent,  of  est.  {Col.  Rec, 
I.,  51)  goods  and  chattels,  £121,  no  Ids.;  taken  by  Wm.  SwajTie  and  Geo. 
Hubbard. 

MASON,  NiCHOL.\s,  poss.  the  X.  of  Saybrook.  1048,  or  his  s. ;  perhaps,  but  not  prob. 
a  s.  of  Edward;  dr.  Id.  in  1004  allot.  It  was  his  wid.,  perhaps,  who.  as 
"Goodwife  Mason,"  was  assisted  by  the  Town,  in  1090,  for  the  medical 
care  of  her  daughter. 

MAY,  Hezeki.xii,  bo't  'i  of  Elijsha  Mix's  ho'd  W.  side  High  St. 

MERRITT,  Thom.\s,  bo't  of  Tho.s.  Standi>h,  1002.  the  S.  part  of  the  latter's  ho'd  on 
Sandy  Lane. 

MILLER,  JOHN,  prob.  came  to  Weth.  1030:  his  ho'd  a  ho.  nnrl  3  ncs.  Id.  on  W.  side 
Bell  Lane,  betw.  the  ho'd  of  Jasper  Rawlings,  X.  and  Id.  of  Xath'l  Foote, 
S. ;  sold  to  Edw'd  Vere,  who  sold  to  Ab'm  Elsen;  ^Miller  rem.  to  Stamford, 
1642,  or  earlier,  and  d.  there. 

MILLER,  WiLLi.\M,  (s.  of  Wm.  of  Ipswich),  b.  30  Xov.,  1659? — of  Xorthampton. 
May,  1009,  when  he  bo't  Philip  Russel's  Id.  at  Xaubuc.  48  ac. — and  shortly 
thereafter  rem.  thither. 

MILLS,  Ricii.\RD,  was  of  Weth.,  28  Apl..  1641,  when  he  sold  his  ho'd  to  Will.  Com- 
stock;  a  "ho.  barn,  two  cellars  and  other  bldgs.,"  with  2  acs.  Id.,  located  in 
the  fork  of  road  formed  by  Sandy  Lane  and  Fort  (now  Prison)  St.,  former- 
ly Geo.  Chappell's.  bd.  E..  by  .JetTry  Ferris'  ho'd  and  Sam'l  Ireland  dec'd; 
In  1642  the  rec.  ment.  him  as  of  ■"Unkoway"  (Fairfield)  ;  he  went  to  Strat- 
ford, thence  abt.  1053,  to  .Stamford,  thence.  1603.  to  Westchester. 

MITCHELL.  Jamfs.  (sin-law  nf  Ri-v.  Stephen  Mix)  ;  bo't  y^  of  Elisna  Mix's  ho'd, 
W.  side  High  St. — See  Genealogies. 

MITCHELL,  :M.kttiiew,  the  Settler,  came  fm.  Eng.  to  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1633, 
in  ship  James  with  wife  and  sons  David  and  Jonathan:  thence  to  Concord, 
where  his  ho.  was  burned,  thence  to  .Agawam  (Springfield),  thence,  1636, 
to  Saybrook;  thence,  prob.  1038.  to  Weth.  To  the  latter  place  he  brought 
a  considerable  no.  of  cattle,  notwithstanding  he  lost  some  by  Ind.  depreda- 
tions, on  the  way  up.  Before  coming  he  had  bo't  of  Capt.  Robert  Seeley 
(then  in  command  at  the  Fort,  at  Saybrook)  his  ho'd  at  ^Veth.,  a  ho.  and 
SVi  acs.  Id.  on  the  S.  E.  cor.  Broad  St.  and  the  Plain  Lane.  In  1640.  or 
earlier,  he  bo't  of  James   Boosey  his   ho'd  on  W.   side  of  Broad  .St.   betw. 
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Robert  Coe'3  S.  and  tluit  foriiiorly  Jolin  btiicklarnl's,  N.,  l)einf;  tlie  lot  next 
N.  of  that  (in  1883)  r«.cu|).  by  Thos.  G.  AJama.  Both  these  places  he  sold 
to  Rich.  Treat  in  ItUl.  lie  aUo  had  135  acs.  in  the  West  Field,  being  the 
principal  owner  therein.  He.  jx-rhap'^,  took  this  in  right  of  Capt.  Seeley,  one 
of  the  orig.  "adventurer''  proprietors  of  VVeth.,  or  perhaps  the  Town 
gave  it  to  him,  directly  as  his  proportion  as  a  tax  payer.  lie  had,  also,  900 
acs.  at  Xayaug  (So.  Glast.)  betw.  Clement  Chaplin's  tract  N.  aiid  Lieut. 
John  Hollister's  farm,  S.  There  are  indications  that  he  depastured  this 
latter,  and  estab.  a  "cow-pen"  thereon,  as  early  as  1038,  certainly  in  1639; 
and  hence  was  prob.  the  first  to  have  cattle  on  that  side  the  River. 
He  was  chosen  Recorder  (Clerk)  for  Weth.,  Apl.,  lUlO,  but  the  Gen.  Ct.  re- 
jected the  Town's  choice,  at  the  instigation,  it  would  seem,  of  Clement 
Chaplin,  the  very  sensitive  Ruling  Elder  at  Weth.  In  consequence,  prob. 
of  the  roughness  of  the  Gen.  Ct.'s  attitude  toward  him,  and  its  censure  of 
him  for  his  having  rutlled  the  Eider's  feelings,  3Ir.  Mitchell,  in  1040,  rem. 
to  Stamford,  where  he  was  appointed  as  his  worth  deserved,  and  where  he 
d.  1043. 

MIX,  Rev.  .'■Jtei'IIEN,  succeeded  Rev.  Will.  Partridge  in  the  ministry  at  Weth.,  1093- 
'94;  in  1704,  he  rec'd  fni.  the  Town  50  acs.  Id.  adj.  N.  line  of  !Midd.,  bd.  by 
the  Mattabesett  river  X.  and  now  in  Beckley  Quarter — it  was  not  laid  out 
until  1709.  His  ho.  which  stood  nr.  the  cor.  of  High  St.,  on  X.  side  of 
Sandy  Lane,  was  one  of  the  six  "fortified"  houses  of  June,  1704;  and  in 
Aug.,  1711,  Colonial  Coinmissary,  Roger  Woleott,  reimbursed  him  to  the 
extent  of  £3  6s.  for  stores  impressed  fm.  him  for  use  in  the  Canada  expedi- 
tion.—  "see,  also.  Chapter  VIII,  and  Geiicnlngiea. 

MOXTAGUE,  Richard,  b.  al.t.  1014,  came  fm.  Boston,  abt.  1647  with  his  wife, 
Abigail  (Deming)  and  several  ch.  At  ^^'eth.  he  bo't  the  ho'd  of  William 
Gull,  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  on  E.  side  High  St.  betw.  George  Wolcott's,  X.,  and 
Will  Colfax's,  S.  In  1052,  the  Town  gave  him  a  strip  in  front,  2  r.  -wide, 
at  X.  end  and  1  at  S.  ext.,  fm.  "the  Rails"  X.  to  the  Street  S.;  sold  to  Thos. 
Curtis,  1000.  In  1085,  Curtis'  heirs,  as  is  inferred  fm.  a  vote  of  that  yr. 
"threw  up"  this  strip  of  Id.  In  Feb.,  lG59-'00,  he  rec.  a  ho'd  bo't  of  Will. 
Colfax,  on  E.  side  High  St.  betw.  his  own  X.  and  Henrj-  Howard's  S.,  a 
ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.,  and  which  he  also  sold  to  Thos.  Curtis,  1000.  He  was  a 
baker  by  trade;  and  rem.  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell  and 
his  congregation,  1059-'00;  he  d.  14  Dec,  1081.— See  Judd's  Hist.  Hadley. 

MOXTAGUE,  Rkiiari),  (s.  John  of  Hadley  and  gd-s.  of  Richard,  the  Weth.  Settler). 
— See  Land  Rccs.,  \'o\.  IV. 

MOORCOCK,  (sometimes  Morecock)  X'ichola.s,  came  fm.  Eng.,  says  Savn<je,  to 
Boston,  in  1035,  ae.  14  yrs. ;  prob.  soon  thereafter  to  Weth.;  was  collector. 
1089;  had  Id.  gr.  him  by  Town,  IGOI,  for  a  warehouse  site,  by  the  River 
(now  The  Cove)  ;  dr.  Id.  in  1694  allot.  ( Poss.  this  Weth.  Xicholas  may  have 
been  a  s.  of  the  Eng.  emigrant,  Xicholas.) 

MOREHOL'SE.  Thomas,  sold  his  ho'd  on  the  S.  side  of  what  is  now  the  Pratt's  Ferry 
Rd.,  in  1640,  prob.  It  adj.  Thos.  .Sherwood's  (but  whether  on  the  E.  or 
W.  doth  not  appear),  with  the  Church  Id.  next  beyond,  and  James  Boosey's 
ho'd  on  Broad  St.  bdg.  it  S. :  George  Wyllys  of  Htfd.,  was  the  purchaser. 
-M.  rem.  to  Stamford.  1040. 


288 


HISTORY    OF     ANCIENT     WETHERSKIKI.D. 


MOREV,  (aoiiietiinrs  Murrin/  and  Murrii)  .loil.v,  may  havp  boon  the  one  of  that  name, 
wlio  came  to  this  country,  fin.  London,  Enir.,  in  the  ISlPssiuri,  ac.  10,  in  June, 
163.5;  his  wife  was  Constance  f. Martin?)  a  jjd-dau.  of  W'ni.  Bisby  of  Lend., 
Gent.  In  Kil'il,  lie  and  wife,  both  then  of  Wetli.,  quit-chiiincd  to  ".Mr." 
Samuel  .Martin  of  Wetli.,  tlieir  interest  in  tlie  ho'd  at  Wetli.  bo't  liy  Mr. 
Bi.sby  for  his  dan.,  .Mrs.  Saiii")  .Martin,  Sen.  In  tlie  deed,  to  wliich  there  is 
no  signature,  the  name  is  spidled  Mun  ij  and  Morra^i. 

MORRIS,  RoiiKRT,  in  ltiti;J,  convey,  e.state  to  his  wife  .\nna,  there  being,  apparently, 
no  ch.  In  the  convey,  lie  recites  that  he  liad  much  less  est.  than  slie,  at 
time  of  marriage.  In  saliie  yr.  with  title  cf  "Mr."  he  was  of  a  comm.  to 
invite  Mr.  Ilaynes  to  the  ministry  at  Weth. 

MORRIS,  WiLi.i.vM,  dr.  Id.  in  KITi)  allot.:  .Ian.  7,  1(172  3.  he  ree.  a  lio-lot  •'which  hee 
had  in  part  of  that  portion  hee  had  with  his  wife,"  on  the  \V.  side  of  Bell 
Lane,   I'Ki   acs.   Id.   with  a  iio.   thereon,  which  "he  built  at  his  owne  cost," 
i'  betw.  Will.   Hills   N'.   antl   Will.   C'ulfa.x's  heirs  S. ;   IMorri.s'   wife  wa.s   Will. 

Hill's  youngest  sister.  In  Hi7i!,  the  Town  gave  him  12  acs.  Id.  on  the  W. 
side  Midd.  road,  at  lloeky  Hill.  nc\t  S.  of  Sgt.  Hugh  Wells;  in  1094,  he 
was  su])ported,  in  part,  by  the  Town.  In  Iti'JG,  the  Town  authorized  him 
to  sell  the  Id.  it  had  given  him,  the  avails  to  be  used  in  his  maintenance. 

MORTON,  Tiio.MA.s,  np[)ears  to  have  ln'cii  the  person  who,  in  1712,  is  named  Tlios. 
iloltoH  on  the  jietit.  for  a  separate  parish  at  West  Farms  (Xew. )  ;  .Mch. 
12  of  that,  or  the  following  yr..  he  bo't  .Tacob  Deming's  Id.  7V-;  acs.  at  Ry-H. 
formerly  Jonathan  Deming's  (father  of  . Tacob,  and  who  had  rem.  back  to 
Far.?).  It  was  on  X.  side  of  road  running  W  fn.  the  for.  now  .lames 
Waii^r's  ho'd;  he  m.  Comfort,  wid.  of  Xath'l  Beckly  and  tlau.  of  Jonu 
Deming.     Was  he  a  bro.  of  .Jonathan,  of  Hadlcy? 

MURR-W,  Jon.v.— See   Uorcy. 

NASH,  JosElMI,  (s. -inlaw  of  Francis  Xorton  I  poss.  belonged  in  Htfd.  but  prob.  in 
Weth.,  1U()8,  where  he  then,  with  military  title  of  Sergeant — with  .John 
Norton,  rec'd  Ids.  in  Weth.  by  the  will  of  Fr.  Xorton. 

NORTH,  John,    (perhaps,  s.  of  Jolin  of  Far.  and  b.  abt.   KUl).  rec'd  Oct.,   1077.  fm. 
the  Town,  half  an  ac.  of  Id.  X.  of  John  (joodrich's  pasture;    he  dr.   Id.  in 
*      '  allot,  of  1093;  was  h.iyward,  170'2. 

NORTHEXD,  John,  in  .\|)1.,  1041,  lec.  a  lio"d  which  had  been  given  him  by  the  Town, 
of  21/0  acs.  Id.  bd.  X.  by  .lohn  Seaman's  Id.,  E.  by  Robert  Rose's  Plain  lot., 
S.  by  Leslie  Bradfield's.  W.  by  a  highway.     He  rem.  to  .Stamford,  IC40-1. 

NORTOX,  FuA.Nfls.  .sold  his  ho'd  to  Sam'l  Hale,  Jan..  1043-4— it  was  a  ho.,  bam  and 
3  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Rose  Lane,  H..  a  lane  next  the  lots  given  by  the  Town  to 
Sam'l  Boardinan  and  .Tolin  Riley.  W.,  a  lane  leading  to  the  Wilderness,  S., 
Sam'l  Hale's  Id.,  X. 

NORTOX,  John.  prob.  the  one  to  whom  Francis  Xorton  left  certain  Ids.  in  Weth., 
1CC7. — See  Xath.  above.  .\lso.  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  I;  Seir  Harcn  Col.  Rec,  I, 
and  Caiidre  and  Rohiiisoii  fiP>iriilof/n:'!. 

NOTT,  Gersiio.m,  Town  cow-keeper,  1713. — See,  also,  Xolt  Genealogy. 
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NOTT,  John,  the  S,.ttUi-,  pml..  cmimo  to  Wctli.  \tVMi;  liis  lin-stil.  was  u  lio.  and  3 
aca.  Id.  on  cor.  now  oi'ciip.  by  tlio  Bap.  Clmrcli,  and,  in  1(>40.  bd.  by  Thou. 
Ufford's  lio-std.,  S.  and  \V.  by  Id.  of  Tlios.  Curtis;  one  of  coiuni.  to  secure 
Rev.  Mr.  Uayncs  as  mini^tiT,  l(;i);5;  on  i-onini.  to  settlo  \V.  line  of  Wetli., 
ItJTO;  dr.  Id.  in  lOTO  allot.:  d.  2.'>  dan.,  l(iSl-2:  in  1070,  also  tbf  Town  j^ave 
P  him  8  rods  ot  ^'round  near  tlic  nKH-tin-;  lio.  bd.  S.  and  \V.  by  iii^liwuj-s,  K. 
by  Georf,'*'  Wyllys  (of  bite  yrs.  tbi-  Marsh  ])Iace),  X.  by  Id.  of  Sani'l  Smith, 
(formerly  Timotliy  Plumb's).     This  was  to  sot  a  [joiner's?]  shop  on. 

OLCOTT,  Tiio.MA.s,  of  Iltfd.;  owned  Ids.  on  the  Island,   1040. 

PALMER,  Henhy,  in  1(14.)  had  a  ho.  an<l  .'!  ats.  Id.  on  E.  side  Ili-li  St.  betw.  John 
Deming,  X.,  and  Hugh  Weils,  S.,  whieli  he  exeii.  for  one  of  Sam'l  i'oard- 
iiian's  on  E.  side  Broad  St.  betw.  Xath'l  Footi-'s,  S.  and  .lolin  Robbins,  X. 

PAL.MER,  WlLLIAht,  the  Settler,  eame  to  Plymouth,  Mas.s.,  1(121,  in  ship  Fortune; 
rec.  hi3  Ids.  in  Wctli.,  1041),  prob.  was  in  \V.  several  yr.s.  earlier;  had  lio. 
and  4  acs.  Id.  E.  side  Broad  St.  betw.  Xath'l  Eooie's  .S.  and  John  Bobbin's,  X. 
Part  of  this  he  sold  to  John  R(>bi)ins,  and  part,  in  1044,  to  John  Root;  wad 
surveyor  of  highways,  lO.'iT;  sexton,  ICiS. 

PARKE,  P.oiiKRT,  l^araiir  says  (HI.,  .347)  at  Weth.,  1030;  freeman,  Apl.,  1040,  "may 
have  sent  another  besides  Ids  eld.  s.  William,  some  yrs.  before  he  came  to  our 
shore;*  as  a  permanent  resident,  for  I  have  the  best  rea.son  for  thinking  he 
had  come  in  1030,  and  went  back  the  same  yr.,  carrying  an  order  by  our 
[Mas.s.]  Governor  to  his  s.  .John  in  Eng..  to  pay  money,  wliieh  is  in  my  pos- 
.sesision  and  may  be  the  earliest  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  our  .side  of  the 
water;  but  was  not  guided  by  tlie  decision  of  his  son  as  to  his  plantation;" 
was  freeman  in  Weth.,  1040,  or  earlier;  had  a  house  and  3  acs.  hi.  at  that 
time  rec,  on  W.  side  Bell  Lane,  betw.  the  lio'd  of  Rich.  Law  (afterward 
John  Talcott's  and  Capt.  John  Tinker's  successively)  on  the  cor.  X.  and 
Jasper  Rawling's  (afterwards  Thos.  llurlburt's)  on  the  vS.  This  he  gave 
to  his  s.  Thos.  He  also  had  another  ho'd,  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  acs.  Id.  being 
the  corner  lot  above  ment.  which  he  bo't  of  Capt  Tinker,  and  which  also 
he  gave  to  his  s.  Thoma.s,  in  1(')47,  in  which  year  he  rem.  to  Xew  Lond., 
where  his  barn  was  the  first  place  of  worship. 

PARKE,  Richard,  bo't  a  ho'd  of  Rich.  Belden  on  or  before  28  Dec,  1043;  a  ho.  and 
3\i  acs.  Id.  described  thus:  X.  by  Broad  St.;  E.  by  Leslie  Bradfield's  ho-lot; 
S.  by  Jas.  Boosey's  (late  :Matt.  Mitchell)  Plain  lot;  W.  by  road  to  the 
Plain. 

PARKE,  Thojia.s,  (s.  of  Robert,  the  Settler)  fm.  whom  he  rec'd  the  two  ho-stds.  de- 
scribed under  Robert's  name.  These  he  sold  to  Mr.  .John  HoUister,  subse- 
quently  to  1047,  except  a  portion  in  the  rear  of  .John  ^Miller's,  which  he  sold 
to  Ab'm  Elsen,  who  had  bo't  the  Miller  lot  fm.  Edward  ^'ere ;  he  was  a  tax- 
payer in  1049. 

PARKER,  "[Robert,  of  Weth."  and  Richard  Payne,  "of  the  same,  certified  that  they 
are  there  inhabitants,  4  Sept.,  1040." — These  names  are  found  in  Attorney 
Lechford's  Ms.  Xotc  Book,  pub.  in  Vol.  VII,  Trans,  of  Am.  Aubig.  Soc,  p. 
313.— H.  R.  S.} 

PAVSOX,  Edward  and  James. — See  Poisson.  '  ' 
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PINSON,  H'inchin  ami  I'incin  and  ]'i/iicheon) ,  Andkew,  w.-ia  pivon  Itl.  in  lower 
part  of  the  IMain,  l(it;7;  was  friven  \1  acs.  1.1.  at  Ho^'  IJrook  (Ryll.)  in  lCtJ2; 
was  recipi.-nt  of  Town  aid  to  extent  of  20.s.  "to  relieve  his  nece>r,ity,"  in 
1694;  was  Town-crier,  lUCiO";  d.  "  >lay,  101)7. 

PLUMB,  (Plum)  "Mr."  JoH.\,  in  1G41,  rec.  a  ho'd  wliich  he  had  prob.  owned  some 
yrs.  earlier,  viz.,  a  ho.  and  IS  aes.  Id.  on  the  X.  siile  of  Fort  (now  Prison; 
St.,  bctw.  \Vm.  Swayne'.s,  Kicliard  Gildersleeve's  and  Geor<;e  nid)l)ard'.s,  E., 
and  Pennywise,  W.,  J':d\\ard  .Ma.son'.s  on  the  X.  This  traet  was  afterwards 
owned  by  Gov.  Thos.  Welles,  and  now  oceup.  in  part,  by  the  ."^tate  Prison. 
,■  The  W.  part  ext.  to  The  Cove,  X.     He  came  to  W".  fni.  Dorchester,  10,"i.5.  or 

early  in  '30;  was  an  inlltiential  man;  menib.  of  Gen.  Ct.  1037,  '41,  '42  and 
'43;  collector  of  Customs,  1044;  rem.  to  Branford  in  1040,  where  15  Dec, 
164.5,  it  was  voted  "Jo.  Plum  shall  kcepe  the  Towne's  booke." 

PLUMB,  Tlmotiiv,  had  a  "cellar"  and  1  rood  of  Id.  on  the  S.  side  of  the  road  to  the 
burying-gd.  bd.  S.  by  the  highway  connecting  Main  St.  with  the  upper  end 
of  Broad  St.,  in  1070,  and  prob.  earlier.This  he  sold  to  Sam'l  Smith  in  Dec, 
1071,  at  which  time  a  ho.  had  been  erected,  adjacent  to,  but  not  over  the 
cellar.  iMany  of  the  earliest  dwellings  in  Weth.  were  cellars  only,  or 
"dugouts"  as  they  are  now  called,  covered  with  logs  and  turf. 

POCOCK,  (Peacock f)  John,  res.  in  Weth.,  Sept.,  1074,  where  he  bo't  Xath'l  Bntler's 
Id.  in  the  Ind.  Purchase,  (now  Eastbury)  ;  was  among  the  soldiers  killed 
by  the  Ind.  at  ITadley,  10  Oct.,  1075. 

POISSON,  (sometimes  Pausrn  and  I'oij.son)  Edw.\rd,  with  his  bro.(?)  .Tames,  in 
1708,  bo't  the  .lolui  Px'njamin  triangular  plot  of  i-  ac.  with  a  "uiansion  ho." 
upon  it,  on  N.  W.  side  of  street  (Sandy  Lane?)  ;  Thomas  Standish  on  the 
N.  and  John  Francis,  S.  E.  The  P.'s  were  prob.  French  Huguenots.  James 
was  a  physician,  and  of  Derby,  Ct.,  in  1713. 

POWELL,  WiLLi.Mi,  dr.  Id.  in   1004  allot.— See  Genealogies. 

PRICHARD,  (sometimes  Prlgiottr)  Roger,  owned  Ids.  in  Weth.  Great  ^leadow, 
1642-3,  in  which  latter  yr.  he  prob.  rem,  to  Springfield— for  subsequent 
career  see  Savage  III,  480. 

RAWLIXGS,  (nawlins)  Jasper,  fm.  Roxbury,  Mass.,  1035  (  ?),  came  with  wife,  Joan, 
fm.  Eng.,  1032-3;  his  ho'd,  a  ho.  and  3  acs.  Id.  rec.  Mch.  1640-1,  on  W.  side 
Bell  Lane,  betw.  Rob't  Parke's,  N.,  and  John  Miller's,  S.;  sold  to  Thos. 
Hurlburt(  ?)  abt.  1642. 

RAYNOR,  TiiURSTOX,  came  with  wife  and  5  eh.  fm.  Ipswich,  Eng..  to  Wat.,  Mass., 
1634;  thence,  prob.  in  1030  to  Weth.;  his  ho'd  rec.  1040,  a  ho.  and  4  acs. 
Id.  on  W.  side  Broad  St..  at  extreme  X.  end,  and  running  thro'  to  Main  St.,  . 
S.  by  Sam'l  Hubbard's  ho'd;  sold  to  Richard  Treat,  Xov.,  1041;  mend).  Gen. 
Ct.,  1038,  '30,  '40;  rem.  to  Stamford,  1041;  thence  to  Southampton,  L.  I.,  a 
few  yrs.  later. 

RESCO,  Joh.x. — See  liusco. 

REYNOLDS.  {I,'ri,n(i!s)  .John-,  the  Settler,  sailed  fm.  Ipswich,  Eng.,  pn.l).  in  1034; 
settling  at  \\'at.,  Mass.,  whence  in   1005  or  '30,  he  rem.  to  Weth.;   thence. 
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1()41,  to  Stiuufonl;  rec.  liis  hoM  .Mih..  li;40-l.  a  ho.  an^l  3>.j  acs.  Id.  on  E. 
side  Hi^'li  St.,  Coimiioii,  bftw.  Jolm  Gibb's.  X.  and  Andr.  Ward":;,  S.:  sold  to 
Mr  John  Ilolli^trr.  Sarah  Reynolds  (  proh.  hi>  wifei  d.  at  Siamford,  1657. 
Was  he  the  J.  K.  crcd.  to  Saybmok  and  Uili-r  to  Norwich? 

REYNOLDS,  John.  (s.  John,  the  Srltl.ri.  in.  Xaomi  (dau.  John  and  Ann) 
Liitimer;  in  June,  KITS,  rcoM  by  ;.'iit  fni.  iii-  iiiothinlaw,  wid.  Ann  Latimer^ 
25  acs.  Id.  S.  E.  side  Uroad  St.  nxt.  N.  of  Juhn  B<-tXi'  and  nrxt  .S.  of  Joliii 
Latiincr'.s;  lie  d.  1082;  his  wid.  in.    1 2  i    Fialip  Goffe. 

REYNOLDS,  John.  (s.  <if  John  and  Naomi — incnt.  next  above>.  b.  l'i:4:  dr.  Id.  in 
1094-5  allot.;  surveyor  of  hi^rhways.  ItJO^-O:  owned  Id.  .in  RyH.  meadow, 
1717,  when  a  hi^^hway  was  laid  across  it:  in  Jan.,  1700.  it  appears  (ftn.  a. 
writing  dividini;  tlie  ho'd  formerly  his  father's  i  that  he  tcx>k  IS'i  acs. 
with  ho.  thereon  on  the  X.  side,  and  his  bro.,  -Jonathan  took  the  ."?.  part, 
11^^  acs.  It  also  appears  that  iheir  mother  Naomi  was  then  the  wife 
of  Philip  Gofle. 

REYNOLDS,  Roi:krt,  shoemaker  by  trade;  freenum  at  Wat..  Sept.,  10^4:  one  of  the 
five  orig.  niemb.  of  the  Woth.  church,  by  dismissal  fni.  the  church  at  \S"at. 
29  Mch.,  1C35;  ret.  to  Boston,  perhaps  in  1640. 

RICHARDS  (Lieut.)  James,  a  prosperous  niclit.  for  many  yrs.  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  Enir..  prob.  res.  in  Weth.  before  he 
res.  in  Iltfd.  In  Oct.,  10(i3.  the  Town  vot^l  to  allow  him  •"to  sett  his  ho. 
two  or  tiiree  foot  into  the  .Street."  This  makes  it  appear  that  he  had  a 
ho'd  in  Weth.  before  he  owned  any  Id.  in  Iltfd..  and  this  must  have  been 
within  perhaps  a  yr.  after  he  came  to  this  Col.  fni.  Boston.  ^L^s3.  He  owned 
large  tracts  on  the  E.  side  the  River,  in  addition  to  which,  he  beiran  pur- 
chasing, in  100.5  or  earlier.  His  wife  was  a  dau.  of  Wra.  Gibbons,  mcht. 
and  the  richest  man  in  Htfd.  at  that  day. 

RICHELLS,  SlGI.SMtND.  surveyor  of  hiehways.  10rj4-5:  dr.  Ids.  in  K.70  allot.;  in 
1697,  he  was  voted  "no  inhab."  in  Sept..  1004.  he  bo"t  Jo-=«^ph  Dickinson's 
ho'd  lying  betw.  the  two  roads  running  S.  fm.  Broad  S.  and  bd.  by  the  S. 
end  of  Broad  St.  N.  In  1G71,  ho  was  the  owner  of  all  Ids.  formerly  be- 
longing to  Nathaniel  Butler.  He  came  to  Weth.  before  1(502.  prob.  as  he 
then  owned  Ids.  on  E.  side  River. 

RILEY,  Isaac,  (s.  of  .John,  the  Settler)  b.  abt.  166H  ?)  ;  hayward.  1091;  dr.  Id.  in 
1095  allot.;  Sergeant,  1714;  in  1719.  bo't  his  sister's  interest  in  ho"d  lately 
their  father's,  on  W.  side  Broad  St. 

RILEY,  Joiix,  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.  al>t.  104.3;  b<5"t  the  Jam«  Boosev  ho'd, 
formerly  Robert  Coe's  (which  see  i ,  Richard  Treat  adj.  him  on 
the  N.  In  1009,  he  obtained  by  exch.  with  Tnoma-S  Croufh.  the  latter's 
ho'd  next  betw.  .lohn  Beldcn's.  on  S.  E.  side  of  Broad  St.  In  May,  1073, 
he  bo't  of  John  Dickinson,  who  had  rem.  to  Hadley.  the  latter's  ho'd  on 
N.  W.  side  of  Broad  St.  near  its  .S.  end.  betw.  .John  Belden's.  N.  W.  side 
of  Broad  St.  near  its  S.  eml,  betw.  .John  Beldincr's  X.  and  Alex  Keeney's 
and  the  Common  and  brook,  S. ;  selectman.  lOOo-O;  dr.  Id.  in  1670  allot.; 
d.  abt.  1074. 
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RiLKY,  John,  (old.  s.  Jolm.  the  SfttU-r)  b.  l.">  An;?..  1040;  inlier.  the  ho'J  third  de- 
scribed under  liis  fjitlier's  name  ;ilM>ve,  part  of  which  lie  sohl  to  Jonathan 
Belden,  in  lOSO;  the  residue  (tiie  S.  part  I  to  Ste[)hen  Chester,  in  I'.'.'o: 
dr.  Id.  in  IG'.lo  allot.;  was  gr.  it)  ac>.  Kl.  in  the  West  Division  i  New.  t 
1077,  by  tlip  Town  for  saw-mill  i>iirpo-e--,  there  bein^r  3  otliers  a^-.-ociaied 
with  him;   wife  was   Lydia  . 

RILEY,  Jo.NATKAN,  (s.  of  .John,  the  Settler  i  b.  4  Moh.,  10.52-3.  was  jriven  Id.  at  Ry-H. 
by  the  Town,  108.">,  10  acs.  at  rear,  or  W.  end  of  Ezekiel  Buck'-:  fence- 
viewer,  1088,  dr.  Id.  in  1004  alli>t.:  fence-viewer  for  Ry-H.  section.  IT  14: 
had,  fni.  his  father.  Lot  No.  22  in  Mile-in-Breadth,  which  he  sold.  IGSl,  to 
John  Slead. 

RILEY,  JosEiMf,  (s.  of  John,  tlie  Settler),  b.  21  Oct.,  1649;  one  of  the  co.  of  4  to 
whom  the  Town,  in  1077,  gave  a  tract  of  20  aes.  Id.  each,  at  Pipe  .Stave 
Swamp  (now  in  New.)  for  saw-mill  purposes — his  bro.  John  iK-ing  also  one 
of  the  donees;  dr.  Id.  in  10114  allot. 

RISLEY,  Richard. — See  Gcnealofjics. 

RITCHELLS.— Sec  Richells. 

RIX,  Thomas,  voted  an  inliub.  27  Dec,  liiSti:  perhaps  a  s.  of  Thomas  of  -Salem;  if 
so,  b.  26  Aug.,  1055. 

ROBBIXS,  .T'V?>:,  the  Settler,  •'tJentltinan,"  came  to  WeLii.  oirectly  fm.  En?..  lo-"s. 
or  eailic".  lii  Oct.,  tliai  yr..  he  bo't  im.  Mr.  John  Clark,  cue  or  the  "ad- 
venturers," or  orig.  sett,  of  Pyquacf.  the  latter's  ho'd  on  E.  side  Broad  St.. 
consisting  of  a  ho.  barn  and  ',i  acs.  Id.  betw.  Robert  Rose's  ho'd,  X.  E.,  and 
William  Palmer's,  S.  W. — and  a  few  rods  E.  of  entrance  to  the  Plain. 
Clark  had  that  3r.  rem.  to  Quinnipiac.  Robbins,  soon  after,  bo't  part  of 
the  Palmer  ho'd.  In  1040,  or  t'nereabouts.  the  Town  gave  him  3  acs.  M. 
on  \V.  side  Rose  Lane  (now  Main  >t.)  betw.  the  Rev.  Rich.  Denton's  ho'd. 
N.,  and  "Id.  not  given,"  S.  He  was  dep.  to  Gen.  C't.,  1043  and  1050-7: 
he  d.  27  June,  1000;  wife,  Mary  d.    -middle  Sept."  10.30. 

ROBBINS,  Sgt.  JoHX,  (s.  of  Mr.  .John,  the  Settler)  b.  1040;  constable.  167*:  dep.  to 
Gen.  Ct.  1087;  dr.  Ids.  in  1070  allot.:  inlier.  I  with  liis  sister  Comf>>rt.  wife 
of  Theoph.  Sherman?)  his  fthr's.  ho'd  on  Broad  St.:  sgt.  in  16S0:  with 
his  bro.  Capt.  Joshua,  he  inlier.  the  tract  of  SO  acs.  Id.  gr.  by  the  Town 
to  their  father,  at  Ry-H.  on  the  W.  si.le  the  road  to  Midd.  est.  70  rcls  \V. 
where  it  was  bd.  by  Common  his.  of  the  Town,  bd.  N.  by  Id.  of  John  Cwoo-l- 
rich's  heirs,  and  S.  by  Sam'l  Boanlman's.  as  described  in  1005.  -John's  part 
was  the  N.  half.  In  1(!82,  he  bo't  of  Theophihis  .Sherman.  II  acs.  Id.  in 
the  Plain  (now  ppy.  of  Frank  Rotil)ins'  ho'd:  otherwise  called  "Egjpt": 
he  d.  1689;  his  wid.  dr.  Id.  in  1004  allot. 

ROBBINS,  JoHX,  (s.  Sgt.  John)  b.  1084:  hayward.  1707:  colle.tor.  1710:  he.  with 
his  bro..  Joshua,  inher.  their  father's  ho-Iot,  it  being  that,  in  part,  now  cf'H- 
stitufing  the  ho'd  of  Frank  Robbins.  in  "Eirypt'':  he  d.  s.  p.  Oct.,  1712.  his 
est.  going  to  his  bros.,  .Joshua,  Richard  and  Samuel. 

ROBBINS,  Capt.  Joxatuax,  (s.  Capt.  .To-hua  and  Saralil  b.  1004:  ni.  Sarah  olau. 
Capt.  Robert,  Jr.,)   Welles,  21  Nov.,  172S:   inlu-r.  his  father':-  •"new  ho.  and 
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ham,"  in  K;,'y[)t  (as  now  calipil)  and  in  1721,  bo't  o'  .lolin  Wadliam-^,  the 
Ifttter's  ho.  and  7  or  3  acs.  Id.  in  the  same  section,  adj.  on  tiie  X.  and  \V.; 
d.   172S. 

ROBinXS,  S'^t.  .losiHA.  (s.  Joiin.  the  Settlor);  fcnce-viever,  ir.7S;  inlier.  S.  half 
of  the  80  ac.  tract  at  Ry-H.  given  his  fatlier  by  the  Town,  and  added  10  acs. 
to  it  on  S.  side,  by  e.\ch.  with  Capt  Rob't  Welles;  drew  Ids.  in  1004  allot.; 
a  piece  of  Id.  belon>;in|:r  to  heirs  of  Ca[)t.  Rob't  Seeley.  beinj;  40  acs.  next 
S.  of  the  Leonard  Chester  mill-lot,  was  laid  out  to  him  in  109.') ;  in  1079, 
he  bo't  71L'  I'l^''*-  Id.  in  what  is  now  known  as  "K^^yijt."  fi>rmerly  of  the 
John  Wadhani  ho'd;  also  part  of  Josiah  Willard's  ho'd  on  \\".  >ide  Broad 
St.,  which  he  sold  to  Benj.  Gilbert;   he  d.  abt.  1700? 

ROBBIXS,  Capt.  .Tosiua.  (s.  S^rt.  John),  Lieut.,  1098;  deputy,  1702:  Capt.  of  Train- 
band, 170.'{;  selectman,  KOti,  1711;  iniier.  a  part  of  hi.s  fatlier's  ho'd  in 
Egypt,  his  bro.  .Tohn  sharing  it;  uncle,  Sgt.  Joshua,  at  this  date  (1089) 
owned  Id.  adj.  on  S.;  in  1714,  he  inher.  fni.  his  bro.,  .Tohn,  Id.  on  S.  W.  side 
Broad  St.,  next  below  his  l)ro  Sanuicl's;  his  wife,  .Sarah,  after  his  dth.  m. 
(2)  Thos.  s.  of  Capt.  Roger  Welles.  :]  .May,  1739. 

R0BB1N>?,  Joshua  3d.  (s.  of  Capt.  .Toshua  and  Sarah)  m.  Sarah  Bidwell.  dan.  of 
John,  Jr.,  of  Htfd..  .Sejjt..  1707,  wliose  mother  was  Sarah  Welles,  dau.  of 
Thomas;  he  inher.  liis  father'.s  Id.  at  Stepney  (Ry-H.)  and  res.  in  former 
place,  nr.  the  ho-std.  of  late  "Squire"  William  Robbins;  was  on  scliool- 
comm.  at  Ry-H.,   1712;   gd-juror,    1714. 

ROBBINS,  Richard,  |s.  of  Sgl.  .John  and  ^lary  Denni-oii)  m.  ^Fartha  (da"..  -Tolm 
and  Elizabeth  Wrii/ht)  Curtis;  res.  Stepney,  where  in  1714.  he  was  a  fence- 
viewer;  his  father  had  inher.  the  40  acs.  Id.  there  (see  Sgt.  John,  for  de- 
scription) and  he,  in  1714,  (with  hi.s  bros.  Samuel  and  .Jo.shtia )  div.  their 
father's  ho'd  in  Egypt. 

ROBBINS,  Samcel,  (s.  .Sgt.  .Tohn  and  Mary  Dennison)  ;  hayward  170^:  his  wife 
was  Lucy  (dau.  Capt.  Samuel)  Wolcott  fm.  whose  wid.  Judith,  she  rec'd  a 
gift  of  Ids.  in  171.5;  in  1714,  he  and  his  i)ros.  Joshua  and  Richard,  inher. 
their  fthr.'s  Id.  at  "Egypt";  in  same  yr.  he  sold  a  dwell-ho.  with  1  rood, 
20  rds.  of  Id.  on  W.  side  road  to  :Midd.  bd.  X.  by  Broad  St.  and  S.  by  Wm. 
Goodrich  to  John  \\'elles. 

ROGERS,  William,  owned  .»  pieces  Id.  in  Weth.,  1040,  or  earlier,  all  adj.  as  many 
pieces  of  Thomas  Wicks   (or  Weeks)  ;  hence,  may  have  been  W.'s  s-in-law. 

ROOT,  .John,  bo't  Wm.  Palmer's  ho'd  in  Weth.,  1044,  or  earlier:  a  ho..  3  acs.  Id.  on 
S.  E.  side  of  Broad  St.,  next  X.  of  Xath'l  Foote's.  At  abt.  the  same  time, 
he  bo't  part  of  Henry  Palmer's  ho-lot.  with  dwell-ho.  next  X'.  of  the  al)Ove; 
m.  Mary   (dau.  Thos.)   Kilburn  and  prob.  soon  rem.  to  Far. 

ROSE,  Daniel,  (s.  Robert,  the  Settler),  came  to  Weth.  with  his  father 
fm.  Wat.,  1035,  or  fm.  Eng.,  I(i34 ;  m.  Elizabeth  (dau.  .John,  the  Settler) 
Goodrich,  10(54;  fence-viewer,  1(>09;  pound-keeper,  lOSO:  dr.  lils.  in  1070 
and  1094  allots.;  bo't  Hugh  Welles  Ids.  at  Red  Hill,  E.  side  River,  112  acs., 
in  1003;  bo't  Thos.  Couch's  ho'd  W.  side  Sandy  Lane,  lOGG;  l>o't  of  Sam'l 
Wyllys,  1070,  the  Sherwood  ho'd  of  17  acs.  on  .S.  side  of  what  is  nosv  Pratt's 
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Ferry  road;  sold  IV'i  iics.  of  this  to  N'atlTl  Foote,  in  1(;83;  gave  his  s.  Jona, 
a  he'd  on  N.  side  of  "road  to  Htfd."  next  \V.  to  Steph.  Mix,  n,^  aes.,  with 
ho.  in  1711. 

ROSE,  Daniel,  (s.  Daniel  and  Klizahct  li ) .  h.  20  Aug.,  KiOT ;  ni.  Marj-  (dau.  of  3d 
Nath'l)  Foote,  of  Colcliester.  14  May,  170G;  liayward  at  With.,  ir.O.J;  his 
father  gave  Iiini  12  acs.  out  of  the  Sherwood  ho'd  on  S.  side  of  present 
Pratt's  Ferry  Road,   1707. 

ROSE,  John,  (s.  of  Robert,  the  Settler;  had  47  acs.  Id.  in  Weth.  1C47;  rem.  to  Bran- 
ford,  1644-5. 

ROSE,  Jonathan,  (s.  Daniel  and  ilargery)  b.  20  Sept.,  1670;  m.  Abigail  (dau. 
Ebenezer)  Hale,  2(i  Feb.,  1707;  hayward.  1701;  fence-viewer,  1714:  had  by 
gift  fni.  his  mother,  1711,  IIL-  acs.  Id.  with  ho.  on  X.  side  '"road  to  Iltfd." 
(Sandy  Lane). 

ROSE,  Robert,  the  Settler,  came  fni.  Ipswich,  Eng.,  to  America  in  10.34,  then  ae. 
40  yrs.  (ace.  to  !!iavnije)  witii  wife  and  7  ch.;  came  to  Weth.  fm.  \\'at., 
1635,  or  poas.  direct  fni.  Eng.,  1034;  was  one  of  the  "Adventurers"  of 
Pyquaug:  .Mcli..  I(i40-1,  rec.  his  ho'd  on  S.  E.  side  of  Broad  St.,  betw.  .John 
Robbin's  S.  and  Matt.  Mitchell's  (formerly  Lieut.  Rob't  .Seeley)  X.,  a  ho. 
and  3Vi  acs.  Id.  This  he  sold  to  his  s.  John,  who  sold  it  to  .Tolm  Latimer, 
who  sold  it  to  Jeremiah  Druninier  (of  Boston)  who  sohl  it  to  Rev.  Gershcm 
Bulkeley,  vi;f>  gave  it  to  his  s.  Edward;  !Mr.  R^se  was  dep.  to  Gen.  Ct. 
1641-3;  rem.  to  Branford,  as  one  of  its  pioneers,  1044,  where  he  d.  1004, 
his  will  appr'd  4  Apl..  KiO.'i.  He  also  exch.  20  acs.  of  Plain  Id.  for  a  like 
quantity  there,  with  Jolin  Robbins,  1041. 

ROWLAXDSOX,  Rev.  Joseph.— See  Biographij,  Vol.  II. 

ROWLAXDSOX,  Joseph,  (s.  of  Rev.  Joseph)  by  his  wife.  Hannah  (dau.  of  Phineas) 
Wilson  of  Htfd.  he  became  possess,  of  a  considerable  est.  inclu.  the  ho'd 
bo't  by  P.  W.  of  Ann.  Latimer,  on  the  S.  side  of  the  street  connecting  meet- 
ing-ho.  square  with  Broa<l  St.;  in  1093.  he  bo't  part  of  adj.  Id.  of  Lieut. 
John  Buttolph,  dec'd,  and  wliieh  the  latter  had  bo't  fm.  .John  Coleman; 
the  X.  part  of  this  ho  afterwards  sold  to  Sam'l  Butler,  the  rest  to  Comet 
Sam'l  Talcott.  The  Coleman  lot  was  part  of  a  tract  of  4  acs.  on  X.  E.  cor. 
of  Broad  and  Short  Sts.,  which  earlier  had  been  pp.v.  of  Thurston  Ra'i'nnr. 
Sam'l  Hubbard  and  Rich.  Treat,  and  which  .John  Coleman  had  purchased 
fm.  Treat  for  his  s.  .John  who  had  rem.  to  Hatfield.  Mr.  R.  was  licensed  by 
the  Andros  Ct.  to  sell  drinks,  in  1(588:  he  seems  to  have  been  a  mcht.  in  1080. 
The  Town  gr.  him  Id.  at  the  River  side  (now  The  Cove)  on  which  to  erect 
a  warehouse;  it  was  "next  below  Mr.  Stephen  Chester's";  he  dr.  Ids.  in 
1694  allot.;  d.  22  .Jan.,  1713. 

ROUSE,  Tho.mas,  warned  out  of  Town,  as  "no  inhab."  20  Dec,  1081. 

RUSCOE,  (Rescue,  Roscoe)  .John  was  prob.  of  Htfd.,  when  in  1048,  he  was  paid 
£4  on  account  of  some  work  done  and  materials  furnished  for  the  Weth. 
meeting-ho. 
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RUSSELL,  ••-Mr."  .loux,  came  fni.  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1648-9;  in  ir.49,  m.  Dorothy 
(wid.  of  Rev.  Henry)  Smith,  and  occup.  the  ho-std.  of  dcc'd ;  rem.  to  Had- 
ley,  1C50,  wlierc  lie  d.  8  May,  1080,  ae.  83;  by  a  former  wife  he  had  sons, 
(Rev.)  John  and  Philip.  Either  he,  or  his  son  John,  in  May,  1000,  rec.  the 
Sgt.  John  Strickland  ho'd,  as  having  been  given  him  by  the  Town.  The 
Rev.  Henry  Smith  ho'd  was  convey,  to  Gregory  Wilterton,  May,  1005. 

RUSSELL,  Rev.  Joiix,  (s.  of  Mr.  John  above)  came  to  Weth  with  his  father;  for 
biog.  see  Chapt.  VIII  and  Cunralogicn ;  rem.  to  Hadley,  1059;  in  May,  1000, 
he  rec.  the  John  Fletcher  ho'd  ext.  fm.  Broad  St.  westerly  to  Bell  Lane, 
and  bd.  X.  by  Fletcher's  Lane.  The  Town  gave  him  (a.s  he  caused  to  be  en- 
tered of  rec.)  what  had  orig.  been  the  ho'd  of  Sgt.  John  Strickland 
on  the  \V.  side  of  Broad  St.  betw.  that  of  James  Boosey,  dec'd,  N.  and 
Rich.  Treat,  Sen..  S..  and  this  he  rec.  at  the  same  time.  But  I  find  no  note 
of  the  Town  granting  this  place  to  him,  nor  any  rec.  of  forfeiture  fm.  Sgt. 
Strickland  to  the  To\»ti.  Perhaps,  this  should  be  John  Russell.  Sen.  In 
1600  he  convey.  20  acs.  Id.  in  the  South  Field  to  John  Latimer;  he  d.  10 
Dec,  1002. 

RUSSELL,  John,  (perhaps  the  Sgt.  John,  s.  of  Philip  of  Hadley,  s.  of  Mr.  John  and 
bro.  of  Rev.  John  of  Weth.  and  Hadley).  If  so,  his  mother  was  Joanna  (dau. 
of  Rev.  Henrj-)  Smith,  and  whose  mother,  Dorothy,  ni.  (2)  Rev.  .John's 
father.  Philip  had  a  s.  John,  b.  at  Hadley,  Jan.,  1007;  and  Rev.  John 
also  had  a  s.  of  the  same  name,  but  .says  he  d.  1670.  This  John  of  Weth. 
dr.  Id.  in  1094  allot.;  was  constable,  1703;  on  school  comm.,  1712;  Sprt.  1714; 
ill  1092  he  bo't  of  Daniel  Graves  of  Springtiflu.  Id.  on  the  E.  side  Broad 
St.  betw.  Joseph  Riley  and  \Vm.  \^arner  on  the  X.  and  John  W'adhams,  S. 
In  1702,  he  annexed  to  this  by  purchase  fm.  Joshua  Robbins,  on  the  S. 

SADDLER,  Joiix.  bo't  Sam'l  Clarke's  ho'd  on  W.  side  High  St..  1042.  or  earlier;  it 
was  next  S.  of  Richard  Weseott's ;  he  mort.  it  to  Will.  Gibl)nns  of  Htfd., 
Oct.,  1042;  also,  in  1042.  or  earlier,  he  bo't  a  ho'd  fm.  Edward  Vere,  or  Veir. 
In  1670,  he  dr.  Id.  as  a  ho-holder  living  in  W.  side  the  River:  hence  Savage 
and  others  err  in  supposing  him  to  have  lived  on  the  E.  side  the  River. 

SCOTT,  Edward,  sold  his  ho'd,  a  ho.,  bam  and  4  acs.  Id.  to  Leonard  Chester,  on  or 
before  22  June,  1040,  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  E.,  highway,  W.,  ho.  lot  of  Xath'l 
Dickinson,  X.,  the  .Swamp,  which  is  Common,  S. ;  10  Apl.,  1053,  bo't  of 
Rich.  Hall,  a  ho-lot  2V4  acs.  bd.  Fort  St..  X.,  highway,  S.,  John  Goodrich, 
Thos.  Wright  and  John  Stoddard,  E.,  Robert  Francis  and  Thos.  Standish, 
W.;  was  prob.  a  joiner,  or  helper  abt.  the  meeting-ho..  1048. — See  Savage: 
Was  this  man  murdered  by  Inds.  at  Far.  1657?  See  Porter's  acc't  and  Col. 
Rec,  I.,  294. 

SCRAXTOX,  X.\TitAXiEL,  (see  Cencalogirs,  Vol.  II)  d.  Weth.  13  Mch.,  1693,  giving 
his  est.  to  Will.  Goodrich;  he  was  a  hayward,  Aug.,  1089. 

SEELEY,  Lieut.  Robert,  one  of  the  "Adventurers,"  at  Pyquaug.  for  biog,  see 
Oenealogics,  Vol.  II.;  he  took  up  a  ho-lot  on  the  E.  side  Broad  St.  of  3^i 
acs.  Id.  described,  when  he  sold  it  (prob.  1038)  to  Mr.  Matt.  Mitchell,  as 
bd.  X.  E.  by  the  Plain,  S.  W.  by  Robert  Rose's  ho'd,  S.  E.,  by  sd.  Rose's 
Plain  lot.  \\lien  Seelev  left  Weth.  to  go  to  Xew  Haven,  1039,  he  was  en- 
titled to  share  in  the  undivided  Ids.  of  Weth.  but  thev  were  not  assigned 
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until  1095,  after  lii-;  Jtli.  when  Sgt.  Joshua  Robbins  bo't  the  right  fm. 
Seeley's  heirs,  and  liad  tlio  hi.  (40  aca.)  laid  out  next  S.  of  Capt.  .John 
.Chester's  mill  Ids. 

SEXSJOX,  (a  corruption  of  .S7.  ■/i)h)i.  or  Fr.  Saint  .Toan)  M.vttiiia.s.  lived  first  at 
Dorchester,  Mas.s.,  then  at  Windsor;  was  at  Wcth.  as  early  as  1()43,  if  not 
earlier.  In  Feb..  lti.')S,  Tlioiuas  AVickhani.  of  Wcth.,  rec.  a  ho.  and  "liarden 
plot,"  which  he  had  bo"t  of  Matthias  Sension.  late  of  Weth.  and  which  he 
had  prob.  bo't  several  yrs.  before,  as  Sension  rem.  to  Nonvalk,  abt.  1(J.)4. 
This  lot  was  at  the  extreme  X.  part  of  the  Common  (by  the  ])re«ent  Cove), 
the  Common  bdy.  it  W.  and  E.,  Thomas  Curtis.  S.,  and  Thos.  Tracy,  W. 

SEYMOUR,  Z.^CiiARi.ui,  (s.  vf  Richard,  of  Htfd.  and  Far.)  came  fm.  Far.  to  Weth. 
prob.  abt.  llJSO,  as  in  Xov.  that  yr.  he  bo't  S^-t.  John  Xott's  '^■^  ac.  ho-lot 
on  the  W.  side  of  Burying-yard  Lane,  and  adj.  the  W.  .side  of  the  tjurying-gd. 
as  it  then  was;  sold  to  Andr.  Attwood,  ItJOT  ;  was  collef-tor.  li!'.!;?;  drew  Ids. 
in  1694;  was  gr.  permission  to  set  up  a  fulling-mill,  1097. 

SHERMAN,  Edward,  came  fm.  Uat.  10.35:  took  up  a  ho-lot  of  .3  acs..  on  E.  side 
High  St.  betw.  Ricli.  Crabbe's,  N.,  and  John  Sherman,  S.  This,  with  a 
ho.  and  bam,  he  gave  to  his  s.  Samuel,  in  Apl.,  1C41 :  rem.  to  Xew  Haven  (  ?) 
1C39  and  d.  there,  an  aged  man,  1041.  This  name  is  sometimes  erroneously 
called  Edmond. 

SHERMAN,  Rev.  John,  (s.  of  Edward,  above  nient.)  came  to  Weth.  with  his  father, 
lG3o.  fm.  whom,  perhaps,  he  rec'd  the  ho-std.  which,  in  1040  or  therealiouts, 
he  scM  to  Thom;is  Cnncc  It  contained  3  acs.  and  was  next  S.  of  that 
given  by  Edward  Sherman  to  his  s.  Samuel,  ^^'hen  Biince  rec.  it.  Rich. 
Belden  owned  next  S.,  Rev.  John  S.  rem.  to  !Milford,  1039  ."^ee  notice  of 
him   in   Chapter  ^'III. 

SHERMAN,  Samuel,  (s.  of  Edward,  nient.  above)  his  father  gave  him  a  ho.  on  tlie 
E.  side  High  St. — which  see  described  under  Edward's  name.  Samuel  sold 
it  to  John  Talcott,  in  Mch.,  1043,  at  which  time  Charles  Tainter  owned 
next  N. ;   he  rem.  to  Stamford,  as  one  of  its  pioneers,   1040. 

SHERMAN,  Thtophilus,  fs.  of  the  Samuel  ment.  above?)  b.  2S  Oct..  1043.  seems  to 
have  became  a  permanent  re«.  of  Weth.  as  early  as  1073.  I  suppose  this  to 
be  the  same  whom  Suvnge  locates  in  Stratford  and  that  he  rem.  thence  to 
Weth.  In  Jan.,  1073-4.  he  had  rec.  a  tract  of  13  acs.  at  extreme  S.  end  of 
the  Plain,  the  ho-lnts  of  Rich.  Treat,  John  Betts,  John  Robbins  and 
Nath'l  Graves  adj.  him  on  the  N.,  the  higliway,  E.,  Joshua  Robbin's,  S., 
John  Graves  and  .John  Wailhams,  W.  The  same  rec.  also  states,  that  this 
Id.  was  set  out  as  his  Avife's  portion,  as  an  extract  fm.  the  Court  recs. 
"dated  July  9th,  1007,"  shows.  This  Id.  seems  to  have  been  inher.  by 
Comfort  Robbins,  dau.  of  .John  Robbins.  the  Settler,  fm.  her  father;  hence 
it  seems  that  Theophilus  Slierman's  wife  was  Comfort  Robbins. 
Mr.  Sherman  owne<l  much  land  on  both  sides  the  River.  In  1673,  he  bo't  of 
"Mr.  Thos.  Welles,  of  Stratford,"  his  tract  of  3.jS  acres,  E.  of  the  River. 
In  the  same  .vr.  he  bo't  of  .John  Curtis,  his  ho'd  of  0  acs.  at  the  extreme  N. 
end  of  the  Higii  St.  Conmion  on  the  E.  side.  He  bo't  Hugii  Makie's 
(Mackey's)  lot  of  0  acs.  on  the  W.  sitle  the  Midd.  road,  in  10S2:  and  dr. 
Ids.  in  1094  allot.  He  sold  the  Curtis  ho'd  to  Henrj-  Buck,  in  1075,  after 
which,  perliajis,  he  res.  on  the  Makie  lot. 


LAND-HOLDINGS    OF     F.ARLV  INHABITANTS.  ^97 

SHERWOOD,  Thomas,  urr.  fin.  En^..  .it  Boston  in  1034,  thonoo,  prob.  in  tlio  fol- 
lowing yr.  rem.  to  Wctli.,  wlipie  lie  took  up  a  ho-lot  of  nbt.  8  acs.  on  S. 
side  of  what  i.s  now  the  Pratt'.s  Fi-rry  road,  upon  whii'li  he  built  a  ho.  and 
barn.  He  was  a  caiiiciitor  by  trade,  48  yr.'«.  old  and  had  a  wife  and  cli.; 
he  sold  his  place  and  his  Ids.  in  the  '"Longc  Meadow"  and  on  the  K.  side 
the  River,  to  (ieo.  Wylly.s.  Esq.,  of  Htfd.,  Mch.  25,  104l>,  for  £150.  It  adj. 
Thos.  Morehouse's  lio'd  on  the  E.  (or  W.?)  and  Sani'l  Smith's  meadow 
and  the  Churvh  land  on  the  \V.  (or  E. ?)  ;  or,  as  elsewhere  appears.  Thos. 
Olcott's  was  next  \\'.,  and  Jaini^  Boo.-ey  S.  He  rem.  to  Stamford,  1C40 
or  '41,  and  fm.  thence  to  Stratford,  or  Fairfield,  in  whiili  vicinity  are  many 
of  his  desc'ts. — See,  also,  Savage,  IV.  80. 

SKINNER,  John,  bo't  Id.  of  Stephen  Hollister  in  IdS.-?,  but  I  fail  to  find  wlietlier 
he  lived  in  Wetli.;  was  prob.  a  s.  of  John  of  Iltfd. 

SIMKINS,  Vincent,  of  Stamford,  in  1041,  is  ered.  l)y  Huntington,  in  his  hist,  of 
that  Town,  on  the  auth.  of  Cliniiiit's  fllnst.  Cciitenii.  (in  whicii  the  name 
js  given  as  "Smiking,''  thus  adopting  Ilinmun'.s  error)  as  having  gone 
to  S.  fm.  Weth.  There  is  no  evidence  of  tliis,  and  Hinmaii,  whom  C'iiapin 
quotes  as  his  auth.  makes  no  such  claim.  Sec  also,  Sararic,  IV.,  101  ;  he  d. 
1653,  invent,  of  est.  prob'd  1050;  his  wife  was  a  dau.  of  Henry  Ackerly  of  S. 

SLADE,  (sometimes  Slcnd)  Joii.v,  was  given  0  acs.  Id.  in  Oct.,  1070,  by  the  Town, 
on  "W.  side  of  Ry-H.  betw.  the  Conunon  fence  and  Resit  highway."  and 
ne.\t  S.  of  the  lot  given  to  Ezekiel  Buck,  which  was  on  the  S.  cor.  of  a 
road  luniiing  easterly.  In  lOSl,  he  bo't  lot  No.  52(2:2?)  in  the  West 
Division,  which  belonged  to  Jonathan  Riley. 

SMITH,  Ben.iamin,  (s.  of  Richard  and  Rebecca  (?)  or  of  Richard.  Jr.?).  Was  he 
the  Benj.  who  with  Joseph  and  Sam'l  Smith,  in  10!)2  gave  Id.  for  the 
meeting-ho.  at  Naubuc? 

SMITH,  Benjamin,  (s.  of  John  and  Mary  Partridge)  b.  1673,  Ito't  of  Daniel  Dickin- 
son, in  Feb.,  1708-9,  his  ho'd  on  the  E.  side  Broad  St.  betw.  .James  Treat's, 
N.,  and  Lieut.  John  Coleman's,  S.,  3  acs.  with  bldgs. ;  was  fence-viewer, 
1702  and  1712;  gd. juror,  1715. 

SMITH,  Rev.  Henry, — for  Hog.  see  Chapter  VIII;  his  ho-std..  which  he  prob. 
took  up  as  the  tir.st  occupant  in  1038,  was  a  tract  of  5  acs.  on  E.  side 
High  St.,  hd.  S.  by  the  Burying-gd.  and  the  lane  leading  into  it,  N.  by  John 
Hopkins'  (orig.  Andrew  Ward's)  ho-lot  ,  and  E.  by  Geo.  Wyllys,  (formerly 
Edmond  Wood's)  meadow.  This  was  the  description  in  1048.  Afterwards, 
as  it  seems,  Mr.  Smith's  s.  Sam'l  became  possessed  of  one  ac.  of  his  father's 
ho'd,  and  was  given  enough  more,  on  the  S.  side,  by  tiie  Town,  to  make  a 
ho'd  of  4  acs.  This  latter  was  sold  by  him  to  Sam'l  Boardman.  The  wid. 
of  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  with  her  2d  husband,  John  Russell,  Sen.,  in  May, 
1665,  sold  the  Rev.  Henry's  late  ho'd  to  Gregory  Wilterton,  wlio  sold  it  to 
Sam'l  Hale,  Sen.  Before  this,  the  Hopkins'  place  next.  N.  had  become  Hugh 
Welles,'  who  convey,  it  to  Thomas  Wright. 
Wright  appears  to  have  been  the  next  owner  of  the  Samuel  Smitli  place,  tho'  I 
find  no  rec.  of  tiie  transfer  by  Sam'l  Boardman  to  him.  Wright  gave  the 
place  to  his  son,  .Joseph.  The  latter  gave  it  to  the  Town,  in  excli.  for  the 
Town's  lot   (whereon  the  school-house  stood),  abt.  where  the  ho.  now  occup. 
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by  Austin  Roljcrtson  stands.  Joseph  Wrif^ht  tlion  excli.  this  last  lot  with 
Hugh  Wclb  for  the  hitter's  hoM  above  niont.  Then  the  Town  gav"  its  lot, 
which  it  hail  got  fm.  Jos.  Wright,  to  Sam'l  Hale,  in  exch.  for  the  latter'a 
ho'd,  above  nient.  In  this  way  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith's  ho'd  became,  in  1(!G5, 
the  parsonage  lot  of  tlie  Town. — See  further,  Notices  of  ^Ministers,  Chapt. 
VIII. 

SAUTir,  Jon\,  (s.  of  Samuel,  tlie  Settler)  b.  in  Kng.(?)  or  b.  in  Weth.  (abf.  1030?) 
came  to  Weth.  with  hi.s  father,  fin.  Wat.  in  1035  (unless  b.  there,  as  above 
queried,  in  1030)  ;  rem.  fm.  Weth.  to  Ilattield  with  his  father.  lO'iO;  where 
he  m.  10(i3,  Mary  (dan.  Win.)  Partridge  of  11.;  lie  was  killed  by  Tnds. 
in  Hatfield  meadow  30  May,  1C7C.  In  Dec.  1GC8,  he,  with  his  bro., 
Lieut.  Philip,  bo't  fm.  their  father,  the  ho-std.  of  3  acs.  on  the 
W.  side  of  Broad  St.,  between  that  of  the  heirs  of  John  Lati- 
mer S.,  and  John  Kill)ourn  X.;  the  W.  or  near  end  fronted  on  Back 
Lane,  S.,  bd.  by  New  St.  (now  discontinued),  W.,  and  Luke  Hitchcock'a 
place,  N.  The  Town  also  gave  him  2  acs.  on  the  opp.  or  W.  side  of  New 
St.  running  W.  to  Back  Lane.  This  was  bd.  S.  by  Michael  Griswold's  ho'd 
and  N.  by  John(  ?)  Chester's  lot.  He  early  rem.  to  Rocky  Hill,  wliere  he 
was  one  of  the  very  first  sett.,  on  Id.  gr.  him  by  the  Town  in  1001  and 
'67;  in  Dec,  1072,  the  Town  gave  him  20  acs.  by  the  River's  side  at  Ry-H., 
being  a  tract  by  The  Landing,  out  of  which  5  acs.  was  reserved  to  the 
Town  for  a  ship-yard,  and  tlie  use  of  the  public,  Smith  agreeing  to  main- 
tain the  meadow  gate,  etc.;  he  d.  1673  (  7)  ;  he  left  wid.  Mary  and  dau.,  wife 
of  Wm.  Clark  (?).  His  sons,  John  of  Hadley  and  Benjamin,  were  the 
owners  of  Id.  in  Weth.,  .Tohn  selling  his  intpvcst  therein,  in  1710,  to  Thoa. 
Dichiiisoa. 

SMITH,  John,  of  Iladley  (s.  of  the  preceding)  was,  with  his  bro.  Benjamin,  the 
owner  of  Ids.  in  Weth.,  John  selling  his  interest  therein,  in  1710,  to  Thos. 
Dickinson. 

SMITH,  JoN.VTi[.\.N,  (s.  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  Wright)  b.  before  104.'),  prob. ;  pound- 
keeper,  1005-0;  dr.  Id.  in  1070  allot.;  fence-viewer,  1072  and  1089;  dr.  Ids. 
in  1694  allot.;  on  school  comm.  at  Ry-IL,  1712.  [Query — was  not  this  the 
Jona.,  who  was  a.  of  Rich,  and  Rebecca?]  See  below. 

SMITH,  JONATIIA.N,  (s.  of  Richard  and  Rebecca).  In  1002,  his  father  gave  him  all 
his  real  est.  in  Weth.,  inclu.  the  ho'd  on  the  W.  side  Rose  Lane,  now  JIain 
St.  betw.  the  Town-lot  (al)t.  where  Austin  Robertson's  present  res.  is),  on 
the  N.,  and  Sam'l  Wright's  on  the  S.  He  afterwards  sold  this  place  to  sd. 
Wright,  and  rem.  to  Naubuc,  where  he  assisted,  1091,  in  bldg.  the  first 
meeting-ho. — See  Col.  Rec,  II.,  225. 

SMITH,  Joseph,  (s.  Richard  and  Rebecca?)  m.  Lydia  (dau.  Thomas)  Wright,  abt. 
1653?;  res.  Midd.  for  2  or  3  yrs.  prior  to  1054-5.  In  1655  rec  a  ho'd  which 
his  father-in-law  had  given  him,  being  2  acs.  out  of  the  orig.  Sam'l  Male 
ho'd.  on  W.  side  !Main  St. 

SMITH,  Jonathan,  dr.  Ids.  1670  and  '94 ;  pound-keeper,  1665-6;  fence  viewer, 
1672  and  '89. 

SMITH,  .losEPH,  (s.  of  Richard,  Jr.  (?)  joined  with  his  bro.  Benjamin,  in  a  deed, 
giving  Id.  for  a  meeting-ho.  to  the  proposed  new  Town  at  Naubuc.     Sam'l 
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Smith  and  wifo,  Jane,  and  John  Iliiljliard,  witli  his  wife,  Mary,  ^ave  Id.  at 
the  same  time,  for  the  same  purpose,  and  it  h>oks  as  if  IJcnjaniin  am'  Joseph 
were  bros.  They  may  have  been  sons  of  Samuel,  instead  of  Richard.  The 
Id.  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  tracts  behjngin;j  to  .lohn  Hubbard  and 
Sam'l  Smith.  J.  S.  was  collector,  IGSo;  fence-viewer  for  E.  side  River, 
1G89. 

SMITH,  \Md.  Mary,  pave  Id.  to  her  sin-law  \^'m.  Clark,  June,  1694.  Se  may  have 
been  the  wid.  of  Joseph  (next  above)  ;  or  may  have  been  that  Smith 
whose  first  hu.sband  was  Mattliias  Treat.  If  the  latter,  she  was  a  dau. 
of  Rich.  Smith.    Poss.  she  may  have  been  wid.  of  Samuel,  s.  of  Philip. 

SMITH,  Philip,  (s.  of  Samuel,  the  Settler  and  Elizabeth)  b.  abt.  10.3.3;  m.  Rebecca 
(dau.  Xath'l)  Foote;  rem.  to  Hadley  with  his  fthr.,  lU.30-00,  was  there  a 
prominent  citizen  and  lieut.  in  Ind.  campai;i:n — and  as  Mather  expresses 
it,  was  "murdered  with  an  hideous  witchcraft,"  1085. — See  Chaper  XVII, 
Vol.  I.,  for  details.  In  1059  his  father  gave  iiim  a  ho'd  \V.  side  of  Broad 
St.  of  3  acs.  beinjj  formerly  of  .John  Edwards,  lyin^  betw.  that  first 
owned  by  Sam'l  Smith,  X.,  and  that  of  .lohn  Evans,  Gentleman,  afterwards 
of  Sam'l  Martin,  S.  He  and  his  bro.  Jolin  afterwards  bo't  of  their  father 
the  ho'd  of  3  acs.  adj.  on  tlie  X.  which  they  rec.  in  1008. 

SMITH,  RiciiABD,  the  Settler,  was  in  \\eth.,  1040,  or  earlier,  when  he  was  one  of 
those  bound  to  maintain  tlie  Great  Meadow  fence;  prob.  was  an  old  man  at 
that  (Ime;  for  in  1048,  or  thereabouts,  a  ;::<1-M)n(  ?)  of  his,  bearinfj  the  same 
name,  m.  Mary  (dau.  Richard?)  Treat.  .Jr.  He  may  have  been  the  R.  S., 
who  was  at  Taunton,   1038,  or  of  Ipswich,   1042. — See  Genealogies. 

SMITH,  Richard,  "of  Pequot  [Xew  Lond.]  Weaver,"  was  adm.  inhab.  of  Weth.,  24 
Feb.,  1C50,  and,  on  .same  day,  as  an  inducement  for  him  to  carry  on  his 
trade  at  W.  the  Town  gave  him  a  ho-lot  "abutting  on  Htfd.  way,  next  to 
Goodman  ^^■adhams." — 11'.  T.  V.,  1.,  49.  This  is  prob.  the  same  lot  which 
a  Rich.  Smith,  in  1058.  sold  to  his  s-inlaw,  Matthias  Tn-at :  being  a  ho'd 
of  2  acs.  with  a  bara  on  it,  and  bd.  K.  by  the  Street  (Sandy  Lane?),  S. 
by  ho-lot  of  Clement  Chaplin,  W.  and  X.  by  \Vm.  Goodricli's.  If  so,  Richard 
Smith,  weaver,  must  have  been  an  old  man  when  he  came  to  \V.,  for 
Matthias  Treat  had  a  ch.    (Henry)    b.  as  early  as  1049. 

SMITH,  Richard,  Sen.,  (s.  of  Richard  Smitli.  the  Settler)  b.  abt.  1010,  that  is,  if 
he  be  the  one  who,  in  Aug.,  1082,  testitied  that  he  was  then  00  yrs.  old; 
m.  Rebecca  (dau.  Richard?)  Treat.  In  Oct.,  1049,  one  Richnrel  Smith  rec'd 
by  gift,  fm.  his  fthr.  "Mr.  Treat"  a  ho'd,  being  a  ho.  sliop  and  3  acs. 
Id.  on  \V.  side  Rose  Lane  (now  Main  St.)  betw.  that  of  Will.  Smith,  X.,  and 
that  of  ,John  Elsen's  heirs,  S.  Tlie  "Mr.  Treat,"  in  question,  must  have 
been  Richard,  Sen.  tho'  he  has  not  been  cred.  with  having  a  dau.  of  that 
name:  it  certainly  could  not  have  been  Matthias;  R.  S.  was  collector,  1007; 
and  in  1672  was  gr.  forescore  acs.  Id.  at  Xayaug. 

SMITH,  Richard,  .Jr..  (s.  Richard  and  (Rebecca?)  called  by  James  Boswell,  in  his 
will  of  date  1060;  his  "Kinsman,"  and  Boswell  gave  him  his  105  acs.  Id. 
(orig.  the  Thurston  Raynor  ppy. )  on  the  E.  side  the  River.  He,  or  a  s. 
Richard,  also  bo't,  in  10S9,  the  .John  Sherman  tract  of  240  acs.  on  that 
side,  which  was  adjacent  to  the  other  on  the  X.  In  1064,  he  bo't  .James 
Wright's  tract  of  150  acs.  orig.  .John  Reynolds':  in  Feb.,  1673-4,  he  was 
ferryman  and  taverner,  the  ferrv  connecting  with  the  Xew  London  road. 
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SMITH,  Saxii  KL,  tlif  S(>ltIor,  imII.iI  --tlip  l-'clliiKiirjcr,"  raine  fni.  Ip>\vi<li.  Knu'.,  to 
Wat..  .Max.,  in  tlif  KU->il'lh.  in  MV.n  ae.  .il,  witli  wife,  Klizulx'tli,  ae.  32, 
and  4  ch.;  fin.  Wat.  to  Wctli.,  in  Ki.'?.'),  or  late  in  '.'U;  look  up  a  lio'd  on 
W.  side  Broad  .'^t.  liclw.  Kilboum's  X.,  and  .Joiin  Kdward?-,  Sen..  .S.,  .1  acs.  on 
which  lie  buiidod  a  ho.  hein^r  on  Id.  of  Coinstnek.  Ferre  i  Co.,  lately  the  Col. 
John  Che«ter  place.  This  he  *old.  in  lliSS.  to  his  sons  Philip  and  .John. 
In  Oct.,  1041),  or  earlier,  he  ho't  of  .John  Hollister.  .Sen.,  the  John  (iihhs 
pi.  a  ho'd  of  4  acs.  on  K.  side  Hi'.'h  St..  betw.  Thos.  Dunce's.  X.  and  sd. 
Hollister's.  S.  This  ho  .sold  to  Rich.  Belden.  A  few  yrs.  later  he  bo't  the 
John  Kdwards  ho-'td..  alxivc  iiient..  which  he  sold  to  .John  Latimer,  in  1»',('.0. 
Abt.  this  time  (in  1().')'.>>  In-  bo't  im.  Sani'l  Boardnian.  the  .John  Itovnohls 
ho'd  on  E.  side  Hi^'h  St..  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  l?eiioni  Blackleach, 
but  bo't  it  back  a^ain.  He.  aUo.  bo't  Blackleach'.s  and  1-ieut.  Samuel 
Welles'  Ids.  on  E.  side  the  River  and  Tim.  Phindj's  ho.,  cellar  and  'i  ae. 
Id.  by  the  nu'etinfr-ho.  in  liiTl.  [Query. — Was  not  this  purchaser  of  the 
three  la.st  named  lots,  nnollirr  Sam'l  Smith?;  periiaps  a  Samuel.  .Ir  ]  ;  he 
frequently  held  the  olbce  of  deputy  and  townsnian.  before  his  removal  with 
his  fani.  in  IG.jO-tJO,  to  Hadley,  and  was  an  influential  man  there,  where  he 
d.  abt.   ICSO. 

SMITH,  .SAiiLEL,  is  called,  in  the  recs.  "Ohl"  .Sam.  Smith,  in  1C73-4.  at  which  time 
he  owned  Id.  b_v  the  hijrhway.  "at  the  Dirty  Hollow,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
Aleadow."  It  does  not  seem  that  this  reference  was  to  Sannud,  the  .Settler, 
since  he  had  rem.  to  Hadley,  fifteen  yrs.  before. 

JS.MITH,  S.\MiEL,  (s.  of  Samuel,  tlie  S.-ttler  and  Elizabeth)  b.  Ens.  abt.  \i>ij;  may 
be  (instead  of  his  fathtri  the  Saiiiut-I.  who.  Iti.'iO.  bo't  the  .John  Reynold's 
ho'd  E.  «i'i<»  Hi^'h  .s;.  i  see.  under  Sam'l  Smith,  the  Settler)  :  also,  it  may 
be  that  he  was  the  purchaser  of  Wm.  Plumb's  ho-lot.  by  Weth.  nicetinf;-ho. 
in  ICTl,  sellinj.'  it  1713  i  then  de<cribin;.'  himself  as  of  Glast.)  to  Wm.  Xott 
If  so,  his  wife  was  .Jane:  Benjamin  ami  .Joseph  were  his  bros..  and  he  and 
they,  in  1002,  donated  the  Id.  for  the  tir>t  nicetinnrdio.  in  (ilast.  .Judd 
{Hist.  Hatlh;/)  supp.  that  .'<:im'l  Smith,  s.  of  Samuel,  the  Settler,  rem.  to 
Xew  Lond.  and  thence  to  \'ir:.'inia.  and  he  does  not  give  to  the  ehler  .Samuel 
an}'  sons  Benj.  or  .Jo>eph. — See  ne.xt  below — or  this  may  have  been  a  s. 
of  the  "Old  Samuel"  meiit.  alwve. 

SMITH,  .SAitfEL,  m.  Jane  .  with  v  horn.   1002,  he  joined  in  a  deed  donating 

Id.  for  the  first  meetin;,'-lio.  in  (JIast.:  he  seems  to  have  I)een  the  father 
(or  bro.?)  of  Benjamin  and  .Joseph  Smith,  who  pave  Id.  at  same  time  and 
for  same  purpo-e:  he  dr.  Ids.  as  a  res.  of  Weth..  1004 — or.  perhaps  this 
was  the  one  nient.  next  below.  Chujiin  (whom  ^nrnnc  endorses)  makes  this 
Samuel  and  Joseph  and  Benjamin  all  sons  of  Richard,  .Jr..  but  I  do  not 
find  that  any  Rich,  .'smith  ever  owned  this  Id.,  while  Samuel  did. 

SMITH,  Samlel,  (s.  Rev.  Henri-  and  Dorothy),  b.  27  •J.-'n.,  1C38-9;  m.  (ace.  to 
Goodwin's  Xotc<tj  Mary  (dau.  -James  En->i^.  of  Htfd.,  abt.  1002;  inher. 
share  in  his  father's  e>t.  in  Weth.;  he,  (or  perhaps  it.  was  one  of  the  other 
Sam'l  .'Smiths)  bo't,  or  had  driven  to  him  by  the  Town,  the  4-ac.  ho-lot  adj. 
that  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  on  the  S.  It  was  taken  out  of  the  X.  side 
of  the  meetin;^ho.  square,  and  he  -oM  it  to  Samuel  Boardman.  Mr.  .Judd 
thinks  he  rem.  to  Xorthampton  in  lOiiO.  and  to  Hadley  abt.  lOSO.  But,  he 
might  easily  have  remained  in  Weth.  and  been  lo.->t  sight  of  among  the  other 
Sam'l  Smiths  there. 
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S.MITH,  William,  tlic  Settler,  euiiie  to  Wetli.  abt.  1(;45,  prob. ;  rcr.  liis  hoM  Moli.  1, 
1C47-8,  a  ho.  ami  1%  acs.  Id.  on  \V.  .xidc  Rose  Liine  (now  .Main  St.)  and 
running  W.  to  .N'exv  St.  (now  diseontimied) ,  1x1.  N.  by  Clement  Chaplin, 
and  S.  by  Richard  Smith's;  lie  in  .said  to  havo  rem.  to  Midd.  abt.  lli.'jO,  and 
to  Far.  abt.  1(!5.').  He  in.  Elizabeth   (dan.  Timothy?)    Stanley,  in  lli44. 

SMITH,  William.— (See  dim.ahxjij.) 

STAXUISH,  TlloMA.s,  the  Settler,  \va^,  jierliaps,  at  Weth.  at  the  be;,'inninj;  of  the 
settlement,  certainly  was  there  in  1037,  when  he  was  one  of  the  .soldiers  in 
the  Pequot  campaign.  His  ho'd,  as  he  described  it,  IG-tl,  was  a  ho.  and 
3  acs.  Id.  on  S.  E.  eur.  Higli  St.  and  the  road  to  the  upper  meadow  (now 
the  road  to  the  Landing-place).  John  Deming,  Sen.,  adj.  him  on  the  S. 
and  to  him  he  convey,  this  ho'd.  He  then  bo't  Andrew  Langdon's  ho'd,  near 
the  junction  of  Fort  (now  Prison)  St.,  with  Sandy  Lane,  abutting  on  both 
tho.se  streets.  When  Xott's  Lane  was  laid  out,  it  was  called  Standish's  Lane; 
he  was  on  a  comm.  to  procure  minister,  l(>(!.j ;  dr.  bis.  1U70;  d.  I(i!l2,  leav- 
ing a  wid.  Susanna;  in  1001,  ho  bo't  a  ho'd  of  .fohn  Latimer,  adj.  Kob't 
Francis,  which  he  sold  to  Tlios.  Merritt. 

STANDISH,  TiioMA.s,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler  and  Susanna)  ;  in  1718  he  bo't 
of  Jolin  Francis  the  latter's  V-:  ac-  ho'd  in  the  fork  of  roads  formed  by 
Fort  (now  Prison)  St.  and  Sandy  Lane — in  order  to  enlarge  the  ho'd  on 
the  S.  which  he  had  inlu-r.  fni.  hi.s  father;  his  dau.,  Eunice,  m.  Jacob 
Wiinr>nis. 

STANFORD,  X.vniANiEL,  sold  to  Leonard  Chester's  wid.  abt.  1  ().').■?,  a  "piccn  of  ho-lot" 
which  he  had  bo't  of  John  Coultman,  formerly  Thos.  Hurlburts',  ne.xt  S., 
of  Thos.  Curtis';  sd.  Courltman  adj.  on  S.  and  highway  E.  and  W. 

STANLEY,  Nathaniel,  of  Htfd.,  m.  Sarah  (dau.  Lieut.  James)  Boosey,  Jr.,  of  Weth. 
by  whom  he  inher.,  in  lliS.3,  sd.  Boosey's  ho'd  on  E.  side  Broad  St.  which 
he  gave  to  his  dau.,  Mary,  wife  of  Nath.  Hooker (  .see  elsewhere  for  the 
ace.  of  the  former  controversy  of  Hooker  rs.  Weth.)  ;  he  (or  his  wife)  also 
inher,  one-half  of  tiie  other  James  Boosey's,  Jr.,  ho'd  on  the  W.  side  Broad 
St.,  the  other  half  going  to  another  dau.  ilary  (wife  of  Lieut.  Sam'l) 
Steele. — See  Sarage,  IV.,  10.5,  for  ch. 

STEDMAN,  Lieut.  John,  came  fm.  Htfd.,  piob.  1000,  was  adm.  inhab.  of  Weth.  30 
Jan.  1071-2,  at  which  time  he  was  the  owner  of  Id.  purchased  of  John  Cherry; 
he  was  Lieut,  of  the  Htfd.  Co.  troop  of  dragoons,  July,  107.5,  a  good  officer; 
was  killed  in  the  Great  Swamp  Fight    ( Narragansett) ,  1!)  Dec,   1075. 

STEDMAN,  Ens.  .Joitx.  (s.  of  Lieut.  Jolin).  b.  (says  Sncnf/f),  5  Apl..  ICol;  bo't  the 
ho'd  of  Thos.  Hurlburt.  Jr.,  on  the  W.  side  Bell  Lane,  in  Feb.,  1G77-8; 
Thos.  Hurlburt,  Sen.,  adj.  on  W.  and  N. ;  he  was  prob.  a  butcher,  as  he 
was  licensed.  lOSO,  to  set  up  a  slaughter-ho.  on  Town  Id.;  in  1087  the 
Town  gave  him  30  acs.  Id.  on  N.  side  of  what  is  now  .Jordan  Lane  (which 
tract  is  now  inclu.  in  Cedar  Hill  Cemcterj-)  ;  he  dr.  Ids.  in  1094;  and 
appears  to  have  owned  the  Thos.  Couch  ho'd,  part  of  which  he  sold  to 
Nath'l  Butler,  in  1078;  he  sold  the  Hurlburt  ho'd  to  John  Wyard,  in 
1090. 
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STERN,  or  Strccn,   Pathick, — See  Chapii.'s  (Hast.   Ccutcnuinl. 

STEELE,   dipt.   Jamks,    (s.  of   Sainn.I    an.l     Mary    lioon,  ,i)    Stcelo.    I.,    at    Far.   abt. 

1662;    111.    1!)   July.  KiMT.    Ann    dlaii.   of   ('a\A.   Saimicl)    Welles;    liayward, 

ICS.!;    fence-viewer.  Kl'.H  ;    iiilier.   iiis  fatlier'.s  iioM  W.  .side  Ilroad  .St.;   d.    15 
May,    1713. 

STEELE,  Lieut.  Samifi,,  (s.  of  Jolm,  of  Far.)  b.  En;;.;  lu.  Mary  (dau.  .Jainos) 
Boosey,  of  \\"et)i..  al>t.  Ki.")!,  and  ahv  same  time  took  up  his  abode  in  Weth. 
In  1678,  tlie  Town  allowed  liini  to  set  his  front  fence  (on  W.  side  Broad  St.) 
further  into  the  street;  in  1{)8.">,  he,  with  Nath'l  Stanley,  his  bro-in-la\v, 
inher.  fni.  .James  Boosey,  the  latter's  ho'd  on  W.  side  Broad  St.  ne.\t  N.  of 
Bichard  Treat;  d.  1(58.). 

STEELE,  Samuel,  (s.  of  Lieut.  Saniuel  and  Man)  b.  l(!.')n, —  (was  this  the  one 
supp.,  by  Sarafir,  to  have  d.  v;,''.')  ;  dr.  Ids.  1<)!)4;  collector,  1714;  bo't  ho'd 
of  heirs  of  Lazarus  Hollister,  1714. 

STILES,  LsAAC,  (s.  of  John,  the  Windsor  .Settler)  was  b.  in  Windsor:  m.  Hannah 
(dau.  of  Henry)  Palmer  of  Weth.,  where  he  sett,  and  had  from  his  father-in- 
law,  in  ilch.,  l()(i4-5,  one  ]iiece  of  upland,  IVj  acs.  formerly  .lohn  Wadhams', 
on  W.  side  of  present  Sandy  Lane,  next  X.  of  Emanuel  Buck's:  in  167.1, 
he  had  fm.  the  Town  .">2  ars.  "at  the  W.  end  of  Weth.  bds,"  abuttin;,'  n-^. 
Far.  bds.  W.  and  a^'t.  Ids,  undivided,  and  the  sides  ar:;t.  Thos.  Hurlburt's 
Ids.  N.  and  Thos  Kirkham's  S.— IV.  T.  V.,  II.,  250:  dr.  1.1s.  in  Feb.,  1670 
allot,  which  he  sold  to  Sam'l  Curtis,  1073:  in  lti70,  v.-as  a  surveyor  of 
hiphways.  Abt.  1(!7.'>.  jirob.  rem.  to  Stratfo'-''.  "her;  1..;  became  the  ancestor 
of  the  Stratford  .Stiles  Fam. — See  Stiles'  Conn.  Slilcs  Funiili/. 

STILLJIAN,  Geokge,  of  Hadley.  Mass.,  mclit.  m.  Rebecca  (dau.  Lieut.  Philip) 
Smith,  of  IL,  but  formerly  of  Weth.  He  came  to  Weth.  1708.  or  earlier, 
since  he  was  a  selectman  in  that  yr.  In  1711.  he  bo't  of  Geo.  Buttolph  and 
Elizabeth,  bis  wife,  their  ho'd.  formerly  that  of  Lieut.  .John  Buttoli)h.  and 
earlier  of  .Joiin  Coleman.  .S.  side  of  present  Pratt's  Ferry  Road  and  W.  side 
of  a  highway  ruiuiincr  southerly  therefrom.  In  1715,  he  bo't  fin.  .John 
Devotion,  the  tavcrner.  the  ho'd  which  the  latter  had  bo't  of  Hez.  Deminfr, 
formerly  John  Demiii^''s  on  E.  side  Hijrh  St.,  betw.  Jonathan  Bunces'  N. 
and  Lieut.  Benj.  Churchill's  .S.  Mr.  .Stillman  was  a  very  wealthy  and 
prominent  citizen  and  otllcial. 

STODDARD,  David,  (s.  John  and  Elizabeth)  bo't  his  bro.'s  shares  in  their  father's 
est.   (at  New?)    1719. 

STODDARD,  Joit.v,  the  .Settler,  came  to  Weth.  abt.  16.36?;  m.  :Mary  (dau.  Xath'l 
Foote)  1642;  bo't  the  Richard  Wastcoate  (Wescott)  ho'd  W.  side  Hi<,'h  St. 
S.  cor.  Fort  (now  Prison)  St.;  owned  and  operated  the  Leonard  Chester 
grist-mill,  after  the  latter's  decease,  and  sold  it  to  the  Town,  1600:  took  it 
back,  1601;  bo't  Thos.  Tracy's  Id.  in  Pennywise,  the  same  yr. ;  d.  Dei:., 
1664. 

STODDARD.  .John,  (s.  of  .Tohn.  the  Settlei-)  b.  1640:  surveyor,  10S7;  inher.  his 
father's  ho'd  which  he  sold  to  .Sam.  Wickham  in  1085:  dr.  Ids.  at  the 
West  Farm  (New.  I  1094,  whither  he  rem;  d.  Dec,  1703;  he  ni.  Elizabeth 
(dau.  Thomas)    Curtis. 
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STODDARD,  John.  (s.  .lolm  and  Kli/.nhcth )  pml).  the  J.  S.,  wlio.  1720,  was  orig. 
sett,  of  Litohticlil;  in  1710,  sold  to  his  bro.  David,  his  inti-n-st  in  tlieir 
dec'd  fatlier's  est. 

STODDARD,  Jonathan,  (s.  John  and  Klizalxth)  ;  in  171'J,  sold  to  his  bro.  David,  his 
interest  in  his  father's  est. 

'STODDARD,  Joshua,  (s.  .John,  the  Settler)  b.  1C4S;  dr.  Ids.  in  ltin4  allot.;  m. 
Bethia   (dau.  Richard)    Smith;  d.  3.  p.  abt.  1725. 

STODDARD,  Xathaniei.,  (s.  of  .John,  the  Settler)  prob.  inher.  his  father's  place  at 
Pennywise,  W.  of  the  present  Cove;  gave  it  to  his  s.  Joshua,  in   171.'J. 

STONE,  Rev.  Samukl,  (s.  of  Samuel,  of  Httd,  the  distinguished  associate  of  Rev. 
Thos.  Hooker).  Ilis  mother  was  l'^Iizai)etii  Allen  of  Boston  and  Samuel 
was  b.  1049,  as  Sdvatje  thinks,  which  could  hardly  have  been,  since  he  was 
invited  to  the  Weth.  pulpit  in  Apl.,  1000,  at  which  time  it  was  proposed 
to  call  the  Rev.  Gershom  Bulkeley,  with  Mr.  Stone  as  colleague,  B.  to  have 
£70,  and  S.  £40  per  ainuim;  upon  a  further  vote,  Nov.,  1007,  giving  Mr. 
B.  "si.x  score"  acres  of  Id.  and  Stone  100  acs..  the  Town's  invitation  to  these 
two  gentlemen  was  accepted  and  they  prob.  came  hither  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  yr.  Mr.  Stone  prob.  remained  in  Weth.  until  1071.  Mr. 
Savage  must  have  been  misinforniod  in  supp.  him  to  have  been  there  in  1070, 
and  then  only;  indeed,  it  is  prob.  that  his  dissipation  had  remlered  him 
unfit  for  his  chosen  calling  before  the  latter  date.  It  was  in  a  fit  of  drunken- 
ness that  l'»,  8  Oct.,  lOS."?,  fell  into  the  Utile  River,  at  Iltfd.  and  was 
dr3',7r.cd.  His  name  has  evidently  been  coniounued  with  tnat  of  tiie  Rev. 
Mr.  Stow — which  see  below. 

STOW,  Rev.  Samuel,  (s.  of  John)  of  Roxbury.  :Mass.,  was  grad.  at  H.  C,  104.j;  went 
to  Midd.  Ct.  abt.  10.').3;  supplied  the  Weth.  pulpit  some  part  of  1000  and 
occasionally  afterwards  down  to  1072,  perhaps  later.  But  IMidd.  has  best 
right  to  claim  him  as  a  res.  tho.  he  was  never  sett,  in  the  ministry  there. 

STRICKI.,AND,  Edward  (Edmond),  owned  Id.  in  Great  Meadow,  which  he  sold 
prior  to  1640.  (Was  he  a  s.  of  John,  the  Settler?  and  did  he  go  to  L.  I., 
with  his  father?) 

STRICKLAND,  Epiiraim,   (s.  of  Thwait?)— See  Chapin,  p.  19.3. 

STRICKLAND,  {Sticklniid  and  SticUion)  Sgt.  John  the  Settler,  came  fni.  Wat., 
Mass.,  Mch.  or  May,  103,1,  fm.  whose  church  he,  with  five  others,  were 
at  that  time  dismissed,  in  order  to  form  a  new  church  in  Conn.  They  all 
came  to  Weth.  His  ho'd  was  (:Mch.  28th,  1040,  when  he  sold  it  Geo. 
Wyllys,  Eq.)  a  ho.,  barn  and  3  ae.  Id.  W.  side  Broad  i^^t.  betw.  .James 
Boosej-'s  N.  and  Matt.  Mitchell's  S.  Strickland  was  entitled  to  one  oT 
the  three-mile  lots  on  E.  side  the  River,  allotted  in  1030.  but  he  sold  it  to 
Mr.  Wyllys  before  taking  possess,  thereof.  It  lay  next  to  Htfd  S.  line.  He 
rem.  to  L.  I.  (perhaps  Huntington)  soon  after  1040.  He  fought  in  tlie  Peq. 
campaign  of  1037. 

STRICKLAND,  .John,  (s.  of  Thwait?),  b.  14  Feb.,  1048(?).  m.  Hester  (dau.  Rich.) 
Smith;  niort.  his  loom  and  gun  to  Thos.  Wright,  2  Mch.,  10701. 
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STRICKLAND,  Jonathan,  (s.  John  and  Hester)  b.  18  Mcli.,  10S5;  rem.  to  Glast.; 
Savage  says  wiis  a  witness,  -l.i  Jan.,  1G80,  bro't  to  prove  agt.  Jolm  Hale, 
that  he  cursed  King  Charles. 

STRICKLAND,  Tiiw  ait.— See  Vhapiii,  p.  193,  and  Savogp  IV.,  224. 

SVVAVNE,  {Hicaiiie)  Wili.ia.u,  '■Gentleman."  fni.  Lond.  Eng.  to  Wat..  Mass.,  1G3.>. 
ae.  50,  came  to  Wefh.  in,  or  earlier  than  llKiti;  was  one  of  the  "Adventurers" 
tliere.  and  the  Id.  he  took  up  there  may  have  been  that  of  the  earliest  of 
the  Adventurers,  viz.:  .John  Oldham.  His  ho'd  was  a  ho.  and  3  aes.  Id  on 
the  X.  W.  of  High  and  Fort  (now  Prison)  Sts. ;  liis  neighbor  on  the  \V. 
being  Mr.  John  Phimb,  and  on  the  N.  Kichard  (,;il(lersleve.  His  2  daus. 
were  capt.  in  the  In<l.  attack  on  Wetli..  1()."57;  one  of  his  two  sons  accom- 
panied him  to  Branford  in  1044,  of  which  he  was  an  orig.  promoter:  but, 
before  he  went  he  had  rep.  Weth.  in  both  branches  of  the  Gen.  Ct. ;  he  was 
a  large  Id-owner. 

TAILOR.— See  Taylor. 

TAINTOR,  Cii.\RLES,  ancestor  of  those  of  the  name  in  Conn,  had  in  1643,  a  ho'd,  which 
he  may  have  owned  earlier.  It  wag  a  piece  of  6  acs.  Id.  on  W.  side 
High  Street,  betw.  .John  Deming's  N.  and  Samuel  Sherman's  S..  whicli  he 
exch.  in  1044,  for  one  of  .Tohn  Talcott's,  a  3  ae.  piece  on  \V.  side  High  St. 
betw.  George  Hubbard's  N.  and  Mr.  Swaine's  itlie  (!'orner. )  S. — it  was  orig. 
the  Guildersleve  ho'd.  Taintor  sold  it  to  Josiah  Churchill,  and  soon  rem. 
to  Fairfield  (  ?). 

TALCOTT,  Eu/LR,  (s.  of  SanuicI  and  gd-s.  of  John,  of  HtfJ.l  "Gentleman",  b.  16G0; 
in  1(590  bo't  Sarali  Bishop's  ho'd.  having,  the  yr.  before,  sohl  his  inher.  in- 
terest in  one  of  tlie  John  Taleott  ho-stds. ;  wife  was  Sarah  . 

TALCOTT,  John,  "Gentleman,"  ("The  Worshipful"  John)  rec.  a  ho'd  2.'ith  day 
12  mo.,  1640,  a  ho.  and  314  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Bell  Lane,  S.  E. ;  Matt.  Mitchell'd 
Id.  N.  W. ;  ho-lot  of  RolK-rt  Parke,  S.  W. ;  Watering  Lane.  N.  E.  which  he 
bo't  of  Richard  Law.  On  30th  day,  11th  mo.,  1643,  he  rec.  another  ho'd 
bo't  of  Samuel  Slierman,  a  ho.,  bam  and  3  acs.  Id.  bd.  High  St.,  W.,  Great 
Meadow,  E.,  ho-lot  of  Thos.  Bunce'  S.,  Charles  Taintor's,  N.  In  1644,  he 
obtained  the  Taintor  ho-d  adj.  the  last  on  the  X.  by  exch.  for  the  Rich. 
Guildersleeve  ho'd  which  he  had  bo't  the  yr.  previous.  Both  his  High  St. 
ho-stds.  descended  to  his  s.  dipt.  Samuel,  of  whom  Maj.  Win.  Taleott.  who 
occupied  one  of  them,  was  a  lineal  desc'd't.  He  res.  Htfd.  where  and  at  Weth. 
some  of  his  desc'dts  became  famous.  Prob.  Glast.  contains  more  of  his 
desc't's  than  any  other  township.  His  wife  was  Dorothy  Mott;  he  d.  Mch., 
1660. 

TALCOTT,  Col.  John,  (s.  of  the  Worshipful  John  Taleott,  Gentleman)  b.  in  Brain- 
tree,  Eng.,  abt.  1032;  res.  Htfd..  where  he  d.,  July,  lOSS:  was  the  father  of 
Gov.  Joseph  Taleott.  He  was  entrusted  with  the  task  of  securing  a  minis- 
ter for  Weth.,  106.5,  but  I  can  not  find  that  he,  then  or  at  any  other  time, 
res.  in  Weth. 

TALCOTT,  Dea.  .Joseph,  (9.  of  .John,  "Gentleman,"  of  Htfd.)  b.  Cambridge,  ilass., 
prob.  abt.  1634.     He  and  his  bro.  Col.  John,  of  Htfd.,  were  tlie  ancestors  of 
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all  the  Tulcotts  of  ttio  U.  S. ;  he  m.  Surah  {Jau.  Ehonozor)  Doininf?,  of 
Weth. ;  inher.  30  acs.  Id.  in  the  West  Field,  fin.  his  father,  beiii-,'  the  E.  part 
of  a  tract  of  42  acs.  botw.  Capt.  Robt.  Welles,  S..  and  .Tulm  Xott,  N. ;  he 
was  hayward,   1G02;   collector,   1703;   lieutenant,   1714. 

TALCOTT,  Mr.  Samiel,  (id  s.  of  John,  "Gentleman")  b.  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1635; 
by  this  father's  will  he  inher.  all  the  paternal  acres  in  Weth.  on  both  sides 
the  River.  Part  of  this  was  a  ho'd  whereon  now  stands  the  home  of  the  late 
Maj.  William  Taleott,  a  lineal  desc'd't  of  fSamuel.  By  his  mother's  will 
(who  was  Hannah  (dan.  Hon.  Elizur  and  Mary  Pynrlu-on)  Ilolyoke,  of 
Springfield)  :Mr.  Samuel  inher.  most  of  the  household  furniture,  inrlu.  a 
silver  beer-bowl,  and  other  table-ware.  He,  also,  bo't  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Rowlandson  ho'd.  He  was  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  Col.  and 
as  Capt.  of  Militia,  often  in  active  service;  as  also  in  civic  olRces  of 
Town  and  Colonial  trust. 

TALCOTT,  Cornet  Samuel,  (s.  Capt.  Samuel)  ;  bo't  of  his  bro.  Elizur,  1095,  the  ho'd 
of  their  father,  which  p].  had  inher.;   he  d.   1098. 

TAPPAX,    {Tcipinn,  Tai>pin;i)    Capt.  Thomas,  prob.   in  Weth.  as  early  as  1030;   an 
orig.  ppr.  of  several  parcels  of  Id.  there,  which  he  sold  to  Geo.  Wyllj'S,  of 
Htfd. ;    when  he  rem.   to  ^Vepowau!:;    (Milford)    of  which   he  was  an   orij;;. 
settler.     His  ho'd  was  on  the  W.  side  of  Broad  St.  next  N.  of  Xath'l  Dicken- 
-'  son's;   he  also  owned  Ids.  on  '"The   Island"'  wiiich  he  sold  to  John   Evans, 

Gentleman.  Tappin's  Hill,  on  the  Jordan  Lane  takes  its  name  fm.  him; 
he  rem.  fm.  Milford  to  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  tlience  to  Branford.  Ct.  He 
(styled  "Capt.")  in  Oct.,  1080,  gave  to  his  sons  Elnathan  and  James,  Ids.  at 
Soutliampton  "at  Treatsworth,  or  Saggabomock"  (Bransford  lie.c,  II.,  45)  ; 
he  d.  prior  to  1688. 

TAYLOR,  Joiix,  (s.  William  and  Mary)  b.  104!»:  one  of  the  very  earliest  sett,  at 
Ry-H.,  where  his  ho.  on  road  to  Rev.  Gerslioni  Bulkeley's  mill,  is  ment. 
1678. 

TAYLOR,  Samuel,  (s.  William  and  :Mary)  b.  1051;  m.  Mary  (Henrj-  and  Sarah 
RuKCo)  Cole;  in  1071,  his  father  gave  him  a  ho.  and  2  acs.  Id.  near  the 
Chester  mill,  which  ho.  his  father  had  builded  on  Id.  bo't  of  Jolin  Coltman; 
this  ppy.  Samuel  afterwards  sold  to  his  bro.  John. 

TAYLOR,  {Tailor,  Tnykr)  William,  the  Settler:  had  a  ho-lot  gr.  him  by  the  Town 
in  Dec,  1649,  on  E.  side  Brunei  St.,  betw.  the  way  into  the  meadow  and  lot 
formerly  Hollister's  rce.  by  him  in  1603,  as  containing  Y-^  an  ac.  and  bd.  in 
the  rear  (E.)  by  Ab'm  Finch's  ho-lot;  S.  W..  and  X.  by  Broad  St.  This 
he  rec.  1603;  but  meantime  a  similar  gr.  was  made  him  in  1656,  and 
again  1603,  so  that  it  seems  that  but  one  of  these,  the  hu>t  one,  was 
executed;  he  also  drew  Ids.  in  1070,  and  1694  allots. 

There  are  indications  that  his  wife  Mary  was  a  dau.  of  John  Coltman,  the 
schoolmaster  and  miller.  In  1671,  Coltman  and  wife  gave  Taylor  two 
acres  Id.  bd.  by  a  way  betw.  Coltman's  Id.  and  the  mill-lot,  W.,  and  the 
highway,  or  "Commons"  E.,  and  the  Common,  S.,  conditioned  that  Taylor 
build  a  house  thereon  at  the  W.  end,  within  12  mo.'s  thereafter — which 
Taylor  did,  and  gave  it  to  his  son. 
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THOMPSON,  {Toiiisoii,  Tonipson)  .loli.v,  in  Woth.  1G40  proI».  in  lOSC. ;  luul  a  piece 
of  14  ne.  Ill-  aiiJ  I'O-  I"'-  l>y  t'"'  Orec-n  or  Common,  S.  \V.,  N.  \V.  and  S.  E., 
and  by  the  lio-lot  of  Thurston  Raynor.  S.  K.  This  was  a  pifce  takrn  out 
of  tlie  public  square  in  which  tho  flrst  nici'tinj^-ho.  stood;  the  Town  f^rant- 
ing  other  lils.  in  tliis  s(iuare,  which  mudi  reduced  its  area,  and  clian;;ed  its 
shape  fm.  the  ori]L,'inal  s(iuare  form,  to  its  present  shape.  T.  had  unollier  piece 
of  4  acs.  with  a  barn  on  it,  bd.  by  the  Green  or  Common,  E.,  "hi.  uiiyiven," 
W.,  ho-lot  of  Clement  Chaplin.  S.,  Thomas  I'lrord's,  X..  (.sold  to  John  Westell 
[Wastall],  both  pieces,  in  lii-tl)  ;  lie  rem.  to  Stratford,  of  which  lie  was  an 
orig.  founder,  prob.  in   1039. 

TIXKER,  Capt.  Joii.v,  had  a  ho'd  and  other  Ids.  in  Weth.  before  ir.40.  The  ho-lot  was 
on  the  E.  side  of  the  road  to  Matabesett  (Midd.)  next  N.  of  Luke  Hitch- 
cock's, which  was  on  the  X.  cor.  of  the  way  into  Ry-H.  meadow.  The  Id. 
afterwards  Ix'came  part  of  Philip  Goffe's.  Capt.  Tinker  seems  to  have  rem. 
first  to  Windsor,  abt.  104-3,  thence  to  Boston,  Lancaster,  and  Xew  T>ind., 
respectively,  the  latter  abt.  1058,  and  where  he  became  one  of  the  loading 
public  men. 

TOBE  [Tobyf]  Henry,  dr.  Ids.  in  101)4  allot,  as  a  -householder." 

TOURTELOT,  {Turtlnr.  Tiittlrf).  Abel.  prob.  a  French  Hugaienot;  landed  Boston, 
1681;  afterwards  rec.  at  Koxbury.  In  1094,  the  Town  of  Weth.  voted 
him  "no  inhab." 

TOUSLAXD.— See  Touccy. 

TOUCEY,  {Tousi/,  sometimes  Touslei/,  and  Tousland),  '"^Nlr."  Thom.ks. — See  Gen- 
ealogies. 

TRACY,  (sometimes  Trace)  Capt.  Tiioma.s.  res.  Weth.  in  1040,  or  earlier:  carpenter, 
by  trade — See  Gciical.  His  ho'd  on  S.  side  of  a  road  which  for  more  than 
200  yrs.  past  has  been  covered  by  the  Conn.  River,  a  road  ext.  E.  fm.  the 
e.vtreme  X.  end  of  W\\i\\  St.  Conunon.  The  Common  bd.  the  Tracy  lot  at 
E.  and,  perhaps  W.  Thomas  Curtis'  ho'd  was  next  S.  Tracy  rem.  to  Xorwich, 
1662,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  and  prominent — and  was  the  ancestor  of  many 
distinguished  men  in  Conn,  and  Xew  York  States. 

I'RATT,  a  surname  which  appears  often  in  the  recs.,  but  I  can  not  find  that  it 
means  any  other  than  that  of  Treat,  which  is  also,  sometimes  spelled  Tratt, 
in  the  rec's.  But  see  below. 

TREAT,  Henry,  (s.  of  :Matthias)  b.  1040;  sold  Id.  to  Will.  Goodrich,  1071;  rem.  to 
Htfd.  where  he  m.  Sarah   (dau.  Edw'd)   Andrews,  abt.  1073;  d.  1081. 

TREAT,  Lieut  James,  (s.  Richard,  the  Settler)  b.  1034  (  -.)  ;  m.  Rebecca  (dau.  .John) 
Latimer,  10C5;Lieut.  in  Ind.  wars;  d.  1700;  in  100.5,  his  father  pave  him 
both  of  ho-stds.  on  Broad  St.,  besides  much  other  Id.  James  oecup.  the  ho'd 
on  the  S.  cor.  of  road  to  the  Plain;  he  bo't  other  Ids.  including  Hugh 
Mackie's  ho'd  in  1002,  beinp  the  cor.  occup.  by  the  late  Russell  Adams;  also, 
the  John  Edwards  ho.'d  in  Broad  St.  in  1700;  he  had  a  grist-mill  given 
him  by  his  father;  lost  his  ho.  by  fire  in  1070,  in  consideration  of  which 
the  Gen.  Ct.  gave  him  200  acs.  Id.;  and  in  1007  the  Town  gave  him  10  acs.  Id. 
at  Two  Stone  Brook — (Griswoldvillo) .  He  was  on  comm.  to  run  line  betw. 
Weth.  and  Midd.  lOOJ;  and  was  often  a  dep.  to  Gen.  Ct.    ■ 
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TREAT,  MArriiiAS,  in.  Mary  (.lnu.  Ri.li.)  Smith.  1048?;  bo't  of  his  f-in-law,  a  ho'd 
which  he  rec.  12  .Moll.,  10.")7-8.  at  which  date  it  incl.  a  barn  ami  two  acs. 
Id.  bd.  by  the  Street  (Sandy  Lane),  E.,  \Vm.  Goodrich's  hodot,  \V.,  sd. 
Goodrich,  X.,  Clement  Chaplins's  lio-lot,  S. ;  and.  on  same  day  .loliu  Latimer 
rec.  a  ho'd  wliicli  he  had  Im't  of  sd.  Treat,  Anthony  Wrijiht  and  Sam. 
Belden,  a  "ho.,  cellar  and  orchard  and  ho-lot,"  2%  acs.  Id. — See  John 
Latimer. 

TREAT,  RiLii.\iti).  llie  Settlor,  h.  En-,',  came  to  Woth.,  i)njl).  ICJii  or  '37,  with  wife, 
Alice,  and  several  oliildren.  anion?  wlioin  was  Robert,  afterwards  the 
Governor  of  Conn.;  Richard  bo't  many  tracts  of  Id.  anion;;  others  the 
ho'd  of  John  Whitmore,  bein^  a  ho.,  bam  and  12i{;  acs.  Id.  whicii  he 
rec.  6  Sept.,  1G41.  bd.  by  the  Common,  a  landing'  place  and  the  ho-lot  of 
\Vm.  Butler  (late  of  Robert  Bates)  \\\,  Francis  Norton's  Meadow,  K., 
William  Butler  and  Tiiomas  Curtis',  X.,  Thomas  Whitvvay,  Francis  Norton, 
Rev.  Rich.  Denton,  .John  Jessup  and  Thomas  Coleman,  S.  Another  ho'd, 
rec.  21  Oct.,  1041,  bo't  of  :Matt.  Mitchell,  a  ho.,  l)arn,  corn  ho.  and  .3  acs. 
Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St.,  S.  E.,  Rose  L.ine.  N.  W.,  hodot  now.  or  lately,  of 
Robert  Coe,  S.  W..  ho-lot  lately  of  John  Stricklion  (Strickland)  now  of 
George  Wyllys,  Esq..  X.  E.  This  went  to  his  s.  Richard  who  sold  it  to  Mr. 
John  Hollisler,  .30  X'ov.,  lO.i.').  Another  ho'd  rec.  same  date,  bo't  of  sd. 
Mitchell,  which  the  latter  bo't  of  Lieut.  Rob.  .Seeley,  .31/4  acs.  on  S.  E.  cor. 
Broad  St.  and  the  Plain  Lane.  Another  ho'd  rec.  28  Xov.,  Ili41.  Wt  of 
Thurston  Raynor,  a  ho.  and  4  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St.  S.  E.,  a  (ircen  or 
Common,  X.  W.,  ho.-lot  formerly  Samuel  HuMiard.  «  \V.,  Short  St.,  X.  E. 
This  also  went  to  his  s.  Richard,  wlic  sold  it  t„  T'uus.  Coleman.  lOoO;  lie 
also  in  16.59  bo't  Rev.  Jolin  Russell's  ho'd  adj.  his  own  on  the  X.  or  \V.  side 
of  Broad  St.  The  Town  gave  him  a  farm  of  900  acs.  at  Xayaug  (So. 
Glast.)  abt.  10.)2,  wli.  he  gave  to  his  S.  Richard.  He  was  an  assistant  at 
the  Gen.  Ct.  and  one  of  the  grantees  named  in  the  Col.  Charter  of  1G02; 
he  d.  1069. 

TREAT,  Richard,  (s.  of  Richard,  the  Settler)  b.  Eng.  abt.  1020;  m.  abt.  1001. 
Sarah  (dau.  Tlios.)  Coleman;  reo'd  fm.  his  father,  among  other  Ids.  a  tract 
on  the  E.  side  the  River,  "at  a  place  called  Xoyakc  [Xayaug,  or  So.  Glast.] 
given  by  the  Town  to  his  father,  for  a  farme."  "The  breadth  by  tiie  River  side, 
meadow  ar.l  swamp,  is  310  rods;  fm.  the  River  to  an  oke  tree,  being  a  wliite 
oke,  is  280  rods,  on  the  S.  side  of  that  farme.  Upon  this  farme  stands  his 
ho.,  and  barne,  upon  a  parcell  of  upland  wch  lys  within  Mr.  Holister's  farme, 
containing  7  acs.  more  or  less.  The  ends  abnt  on  Mr.  Holis.ter.  X.  and  his 
owne  Id.  S.,  and  the  sides  next  the  sd.  Mr.  Holi^^ter.  E.  and  W."  This  entry 
is  not  dated,  the  same  farm  is  mcnt.  in  Rich.  Treat,  Sen's  will  of  Feb.  13, 
1608.  A  few  yrs.  later  the  Town  gave  him  an  add.  tract  of  SO  acs.  at 
Xayaug;  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  sett,  of  So.  (iiast. ;  his  wid.  d.  23  Aug., 
1734,  at  the  ho.  of  her  s-in-law,  Capt.  Ephm.  Goodrich,  at  Rocky  Hill. 

TREAT,  (Gov.)  Robert,  (s.  Richard,  the  Settler)  b.  Eng.  abt.  1022.  was  one  of  the 
Weth.  rate-makers  in  1047;  soon  after  rem.  to  Milford,  where  he  had  been  a 
Id-owner  as  early,  perhaps,  as  1040;  was  one  of  the  Colony's  most  dis- 
tinguished civil  and  iiiilitarv  olliccrs — Chief  in  Command  in  important  Ind. 
campaign — and  tJovcrnor  of  the  Colony;  d.  1710,  at  M.,  ae.  89. — See 
Gencalogiis. 
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TREAT,  Samuel,  (s.  of  James  ami  Rel)otca)  b.  IOC!);  \v:is,  in  Jan.,  1097-8,  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  protest  agt.  the  reckless  appropriations  by  the  Town; 
hayward,  1003. 

TREAT,  Thomas,  (s.  Iticliard  and  Sarali)  b.  IGOS;  in  1091.  assisted  in  forming 
the  Church  at  Xauliuc,  whoiico  it  appears  tliat  he  became  an  inhab.  of  Glast. ; 
m.  Gershom  Biilk«'l<"y's  dan.  Dorothy,   1093. 

TRYOX,  William,  dr.  Ids.  in  1094,  as  an  inhab.  and  paid  taxes. 

TURNER,  Robert,  bo't  of  David  Buttolph  of  Simsbury,  in  Nov.,  IGOS,  the  Lieut. 
John  Buttolpli  ho'd  in  Weth..  hi-iiip  on  W.  side  of  Broad  St.  at  the  upper 
end.  In  tlie  folUnvinj,'  yr.  he  was  eiioseii  one  of  the  listers  of  the  Town; 
constable,  1704;  seiiool-comni.,17iri. 

TUTTLE.— See  Tourtctot. 

VERE,  (Veure,  or  Voir)  Edwarij,  who  was  in  Weth.  before  1040,  prol).  several  yrs. 
beforf,  sold  a  ho'd  to  .Tolin  SaddhT,  which  tlie  latter  ree.  Iiefore  1042.  He 
also  sold  to  Abr.  Elsen,  l)efore  1040,  the  ho'd  which  had  once  been  .JoIid 
Miller's,  on  Bell  Lane;  also,  to  Jolin  Robbins  some  yrs.  prior  to  1047,  a 
ho.  and  2y_i  aes.  hi.  bd.  by  a  hijiliway  N'.,  Common  E..  Swamp  S.  and  Swamp 
or  Common  W.  lie  rem.  to  Branfonl,  1044  or  '4.5,  where  he  d.  I(i4.'j,  leav- 
ing a  small  est.  [lartly  in  eaeh  plaee.  Left  no  ch. ;  willed  liis  est.  to  Mr. 
[Rev.  Henr}'?]  Smith,  of  Wetii.  and  Rev.  -T'-hr.  Slicrmaii,  of  Branford; 
was  prob.  a  carpenter  liy  trade. — Vol.  lice,  L,  402. 

[VICARS,  "William,  of  Weth.  upon  the  River  of  Conn.,  planter,  a  certificate  that 
he  is  there  inhabitant" — e\t.  from  'fjcchford's  Note  Book-,  republished  in 
TransnclioHs  of  Am.  Antii/.  Socic/n.  Lechford  was  an  Eng.  attorney, 
who  spent  some  time  and  ditl  some  bus.  in  Mass.  and  Conn.  Colonies,  while 
here.—//.  R.  S.\ 

WADDAJIS,  iWmihams)  Joii.v,  was  in  Weth.,  10.j4,  or  earlier.  lu  lO.lO,  rec.  his 
ho-lot  given  him  by  tiic  Town,  3  acs.  Id.  next  W.  of  Leonard  Dix's  on 
the  S.  side  of  Watering  (now  Back)  Lane.  In  1058,  the  Town  gave  him 
"that  piece  of  id.  wliieh  lie  re(|uested,  if  there  be  any" — W.  T.  1'.,  I.,  0.5.  In 
1660  he  had  another  lio-iot  given  him  bv  tiie  Town,  of  3  acs..  a  triangular 
plot,  bd.  S.  and  W.  l)y  a  higiiwav  and  being  next  W.  of  tlie  Clement  Cliaplin 
ho'd.  In  100!).  lie  reo.  a  tract  of  "tliree  ho-lo(s,"  being  11  acs.,  4  rods  area, 
42  rods  square,  bo't  fni.  Wm.  (iull,  and  periiaps  others.  It  was  on  tlie  E. 
side  the  highwav,  in  wliat  is  now  called  "Egypt,"  betw.  John  Latimer'.'j 
S.  E.  and  John  Bobbins  N.  W.  Theroafter  the  stream  flowing  through  to 
Fearful  Swamj),  was  called  Waddams  Brook.  Three  yrs.  later  he  rec.  a 
triangular  plot,  on  the  W.  ride  the  St.  being  52  rods  given  him  by  the 
Town,  and  on  which  his  house  then  stood.  This  was  the  plot  next  W.  of 
the  present  "Lark ins'  "  bridge. 
In  1075,  he  bo't  the  Wm.  Morris  ho'd  on  W.  side  of  Bell  Lane.  Shortlv  before  this 
he  sold  his  Ids.  on  the  E.  side  the  River,  given  him  bv  the  Town  to  Ens. 
Ephm.  (Goodrich;  he  d.  1070.  Some  of  his  des.  were  among  the  early  sett,  of 
Goshen  Ct. ;  some,  at  the  present  day,  in  Conn,  art  distinguished  and 
wealthy. 
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VVADDAMS,  .Idii.v,  (s.  „f  .Jolm  and  H;iini;ili  mikI  gils.  of  .lolin.  tlie  Settler  ar.J 
Susannah)  rt-cM  \>y  <,'itt  fiii.  his  fiilhcr  in  1711,  one-halt  the  latter'5  ho'd 
on  \V.  side  liighway  (in  E^^'vptY);  in  1716,  he  bo't  the  remaining'  half. 
Like  his  fat  hi"-    he  was  a  weaver. 

W'AINWRIGHT,  Tiio.MAS,  a  servant  of  Kov.  ITonry  Smith,  in  June.  1640. 

WAKELV,  .rA.\iK.s.  came  fiii.  lllfd.  to  WVtli..  where,  in  10.52.  or  thereabouts,  he  m. 
Alice  (wid.  of  .Janus)  Boosey.  In  Feb.,  1(;.'>2.  lie  bo't  of  Mr.  Tlionias  W<-:i?9 
(not  the  Governor)  his  lio'd  on  tlie  E.  side  Broad  St..  l>et\v.  Tiux.  C  '-^ 
man's  N..  and  Abraliani  Finch's  S. — and  wliich  had  be«n  earlier  Jj  — ?3 
Boosey's  ho'd;    he  was  constable,   10.57. — See  ,aUo.   <Ji;nctdori'us. 

WARD,  Andrew,  came  fni.  Wat.  -Mass.,  to  Weth.  in  the  sprinir  of  l'i.J.5.  b.-in?  rr.r  of 
the  five  disniis.sed  fm.  the  Wat.  churcli  to  form  a  new  church  in  tiie  n-f-w 
Wat.  as  Weth.  was  then  called.  Was  u.sually  one  of  the  magistrate  ..f 
the  Gen.  Ct.,  until  his  rem.  to  .Stamford,  1041)1.  His  Im'd  was  on  t:.-  E. 
side  of  High  St.,  betw.  the  Rev.  Hciiiy  Smith's,  S..  and  John  Reynold's.  X. — 
a  ho.,  barn  and  4  acs.  Id.  Sold  to  (iov.  Hopkins,  who  sold  it  to  Hush  Wci;-. 
who  conveyed  to  Joseph  Wri^dit.  From  Stamford  he  w-nt  fir^t  prob.  to 
Hempstead,  L.  I.,  thence  to  Fairfield,  before  1G.5.'5.  [>(ivniir  says  (IV..  4"0i 
"yet,  in  16.53,  I  find  him  a^ain  a  rep.  no  doubt  fur  Fairtield:  but  w^r.t. 
at  last  to  the  Dutch,  and  is  ment.  in  Bolton's  ^V'stchest<:r  (I.  ICl)  a*  a 
founder  of  great  repute,  but  says  he  d.  at  F.  10.50.  and  by  wife  Esther  i  .^"no 
d.  not  early  in  1077,  as  he  says,  but  early  in  100.5)  he  supplies  him  v,i:h 
these  eh.,  Edmund.  William,  ^fary.  Andrew,  Samuel.  Abi-ail.  Ann.  .J. '-n 
and  Sarah."  JIany  of  his  desc'ts.  among  whom  was  Rev.  Henry  W.ird 
Beecher,  have  been  distinguished. 

WARD,  Joyce,  (wid.  of  Stephen?).  The  late  ExGov.  :Nrarcus  L.  Ward,  of  XeTv 
Jersey,  said  in  an  autograph  letter  which  I  have  seen,  that  he  was  a 
dese't  of  this  wid.  and  that  her  husband's  name  ^vas  Stephen,  and  that  he 
d.  in  Eng.  She  d.  in  Feb.,  1041,  leaving  only  personal  e^t.  In  her  will, 
made  in  1640.  she  ment.  a  .son  Edward,  in  Rutland.  Ene..  also  Anth"sv. 
William,  Robert  (who  was  put  to  a  trade,  and  had  £20  in  En?.,  in  han.is  of 
his  eld.  bro.'s  son — Haingc,  IV.,  412)  besides  a  dau.,  wife  of  John  Fletc-.er. 
all  apparently  res.  in  Weth. 

WARNER,  Daniel,  (s.  of  Lieut.  William  and  Hannah)  b.  lOSO:  owned  the  larre 
brown  ho.  on  the  lower  end.  W.  side,  of  Broad  St.,  which  was  demolish^i 
abt.  30  yrs.  ago.  where  the  ho.  of  Eugene  Adams  now  stands.  The  "mansion 
ho.",  was  built  by  Samuel  Boardman;  Warner  was  a  lister  in   1700. 

WARNER,  WiLLiAjr.  Lieut,  and  Dea.  (s.  of  Daniel  of  Ipswich.  :Mass.)  m.  Hann.-ih. 
dau.  John  Robl)ins,  Gent.,  1007;  was  fence-viewer,  1671:  a  man  of  con- 
siderable importance,  as  soldier  and  civilian.  In  Feb.,  1000-70  he  'Do't 
John  Belden's  ho'd  on  E.  side  Broad  St..  betw.  Xath'I  Graves  X..  and  Tn:-;. 
Curtis  S.,  at  which  place  he  prob.  lived.  In  1092,  be  bo't  the  Graves  ho'i 
on  Broad  St.,  fm.  Nath'l  G.'s  heirs,  in  Springfield  and  Hadley:  he  d.  1714. 

WARREN,  Abuaiiam. — See  (lencnlogies. 

WASTOLL,  JouN.— See  ^^\stcll. 
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VVATEIUIOl'SE,  {Wntrrous  and  Watroiis)  Jacob,  caino  to  Wetli.  before  1G30, 
wiicre  he  hail  a  lio.  and  2Vi  acs.  Id.  <>.\t.  fm.  .Sandy  Lane  S.  to  Fort  St.  (now 
Prison  St.)  X.  Tlic  ho'ds  of  .John  Briiiuti.sh,  'I'lios.  \Vri>,'ht,  Rich.  .Mills  and 
Rich.  VVrstcdtt  adj.  it  K..  and  Samuel  Ireland's  and  .Toirrpy  I'Vrri--',  \V. 
In  May,  1047,  he  sold  the  ho'd  ori.L,'.  .rohn  .lessup's,  on  the  E.  ^ide  Ilish 
St.  to  Will.  Colefa.x.  Will.  Cross  hd^'.  it  N'.  and  Josiah  Churchill.  S.  He 
rem.  with  fainliy  to  New  1-ond.,   IC-l.j,  and  was  a  founder  of  that  town. 

WEEKS,  Thomas.— See   Wiclcs. 

WEEDE,  Jo.NAS,  rani"  to  Weth.  fni.  Wat.  10."!.),  whence  he  wa.<!  one  of  the  five  dis- 
missed in  May  of  that  yr.  to  form  a  new  church  on  the  Conn.  River.  His 
ho'd  was  a  ho.  and  7  ac*.  hi.  at  the  X.  end,  on  the  E.  side  of  what  is  now 
the  High  St.  Coinnion.  It  was  so  far  X^.  in  fact,  that  at  the  present,  most  of 
it  is  in  the  River,  or  in  the  adj.  "Flats."'  The  Public  Landinij  Place  was 
then  there,  and  \Vecde's  ho'd  is  described  as  bd.  X.  by  the  "wa.v  to  the 
harbor."  Flrtelier's  meadow-lot  was  E.,  Thomas  Curtis'  ho'd  (earlier  John 
Liverniore's)  S.,  the  r-aiidinir  Place.  W.  He  rem.  to  Stamford,  prob.  1C40; 
sold  his  place  to  Matthias  Sension    (St.  John)    at  abt.  that  date. 

WELLES,  Mrs.  ICLiZAnExir,  second  wife  and  wid.  of  Gov.  Thomas  Welles,  rec.  her 
52  ac.  lot,  next  Far.  bils.  .'Jl  Jan.,  1671.  She  was  a  sister  of  ,Iohn  Dem- 
ing,  the  Settler,  and  was  the  wid.  of  Xath'l  Foote,  when  the  Gov.  m.  her. 

WELLES,  Ilucar,  came  to  Weth.  prob.  abt.  KU.");  his  wife  was  Mary  (dau.  Will.) 
Rusco  of  Htfd.  He  was  cme  of  the  most  important  men  ii'  the  Town, 
espcLiiilly  in  ilie  laying  out  of  Ids.  etc.;  r""ordcr,  IG.")!);  li.id  ho'd  as  rec. 
io4u,  V:;  ac.  Id.  bd.  X'^.  E.  and  S.  by  hifrhways,  Ids.  of  Will.  Goodrich  and 
John  Westell,  W.  Another  ho'd  at  same  date  was  a  tract  of  IV2  acs.  on  E. 
side  of  what  in  late  yrs.  has  been  known  as  Back  Lane,  a  road,  since  dis- 
continued, thro'  the  swale  betw.  JLiin  St.  and  Back  Lane,  bdf;.  it  E.  Thos. 
Hanchett's  ho'd  bd.  it  S.  Tn  1007,  he  was  Sgt.  of  the  Trainband,  also 
Town-crier;  was  chosen  to  beat  the  drum  on  .Sabbath  days.  In  107S  was 
Ensign.  In  lOGo  bo't  the  Id.  with  school  ho,  upon  it,  which  is  now  the 
ho'd  next  S.  of  the  Silas  Ucane  place,  on  Main  St.;  d.  1078. 

WELLES,  John,  (s.  of  IIu-;h  and  Mary)  b.  1048;  was  piven  by  the  Town,  10  acs. 
Id.  at  Ry-H.,  1072;  in  1080,  he  sold  to  Capt.  .John  Chester  10  acs.  Id.  on 
S.  side  of  the  mill-lot.  In  100.3,  he  rec.  24  acs.  Id.  betw.  Cedar  Mountain 
and  the  saw-mill  at  X^ew.  as  it  is  now  called;  was  recorder,  1078;  may  have 
been  the  J.  W.  who  drew  Ids.  in  100.5  allot.? 

WELLES,  Capt.  Robekt,  (s.  John  and  Elizabeth  Bouinr ;  and  frd-s.  of  Gov.  Tliomas) 
b.  1651;  m.  Elizabeth  (ilau.  P^ns.  William)  Goodrich;  his  father  res.  at 
Stratford,  but  Robert  was  earl.v  taken  and  bro't  up  by  his  gd-fthr.  the 
Gov.  at  Weth.  By  the  Gov'r's  will  he  iiiher.  44  acs.  Id.  on  X.  side  of  pres- 
ent Prison  St.,  and  ext.  W.  to  Htfd.  road:  his  uncle,  Capt.  Samuel  Welles, 
inheriting  the  Id.  betw.  this  tract  and  High  St.  In  1087,  he  bo't  of  John 
Wickham,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.,  a  tract  of  abt.  3  acs.  betw.  his  own  Id. 
and  the  River,  on  the  X'.  E.  His  ho.  was  one  of  those  which  were  "•forti- 
fied" and  garrisoned  in  1704;   he  d.  1714. 

WELLES.  Capt.  SAiruKL,  (s.  of  Gov.  Thomas)  b.  Eng. ;  was  given,  by  his  father. 
1649,  a  ho'd,  orig.  Wni.  Swayne's,  on  X.  cor.  of  Fort   (now  Pri.son)   St.,  and 
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High  Sts.  In  U'Ml,  the  Town  gr.  him  Id.  for  a  wan-lioiisc,  on  thfc  River 
(now  the  Cove)  banl<,  in  the  Ili^h  St.  Coiunion:  lie  dr.  Ids.  in  1G70  allot.; 
and  inher.  the  tiov.'s  larye  est.  on  E.  side  the  River,  d.   1075. 

WELLK.S,  Ca|)t.  Sami-el,  (s.  Capt.  Samuel  and  Kliiiabeth  lloUistir  an<i  f,'(ls.  Gov. 
Thomas)  b.  1(500;  m.  Ruth  (dau.  Edmond)  Rice,  of  Marlboron^'h,  Mass., 
and  inher.  hi.s  lather's  Id.s.  on  E.  side  River,  whither  he  rem.  and  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Glast.;  he  wa.s  surveyor  for  Xaubuc,  lOSO.  Sec. 
of  U.  S.,  Xavy,  Hon.  Gideon  \\elles  wa.<i  one  of  his  ilesc'fs. 

WELLES,  Gov.  Tiio.\i.v.s,  came  fm.  Enj:.  prob.  Kl.'iO,  to  Boston  or  vicinity,  thence  per- 
haps to  Saybrook,  thence,  in  lti:i7,  or  earlier,  to  Htfd.,  and  thence,  1043.  to 
Weth.,  where  he  ree.  his  ho\l  (bo't  of  Mr.  .John  Plumb)  10  Oct.,  1040,  a 
ho.  and  18  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Fort  St.  S.,  Edward  Mason's  wid.  X.,  lio-lots  of 
\Vm.  Swayne,  Gentleman.  Richard  (Juildersleeve  and  Geor;:e  Hubbard,  E., 
Pennywise,  \V. ;  he  later,  bo't  the  \\m.  Swayne  ho'd.  which  he  gave  to 
his  s.  Capt.  Sam'l  Welles,  and  the  hi.  lyin-  \V.  t,f  hi,  own  ho'd  (now  occup. 
by  Gen.  L.  R.  Welles)  which  he  <;ave  to  his  jid-s.  Cajit.  Robert.  He  also 
bo't  12  June,  10.5,5,  fm.  Robert  Foote.  the  Joseph  Boosey  ho'd,  being  a  ho., 
barn  and  0  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Broad  St.  W.,  Little  Plain  E.,"Abraliam  Fhich  S.,' 
Mr.  George  Wyllys  and  Thomas  Coleman,  X.  He  released  to  his  step-son, 
Xath'l  Foote,  Jr.,  his  int.  in  the  ho'd  formerly  that  of  Xatli'l  Foote,  Sen., 
dec'd;  he  d.  10.50.  [This  Welles  ppy.  is  now  a  part  of  the  State  Prison 
grounds.  The  old  homestead  standing  thereon,  and  built  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution, is  now  used  as  the  Warden's  residfuee.] 

WELLS,  Thomas,  (prob.  a  bro.  of  Hugh)  was  verj-  earh-  at  Weth.  where  abt.  1C.50, 
he  rec.  his  ho'd  bo't  of  Thomas  Coleman,  on  the  E.  side  Broad  St.  betw. 
Ab'm  Finch's,  X.  and  sd.  Coleman,  S.  He  ni.  ^ifary  (dau.  Thos.  Coleman) 
abt.  1051  (?)  but  it  is  also  said  that  his  mother  was  the  wid.  Frances 
Welles,  and  that  she  ni.  .said  Coleman;  certain  it  is  that  the  recs.  call  this 
Thomas  Welles  a  "s-in-law"  of  sd.  Thos.  Coleman.  He  rem.  to  Hadley, 
with  several  ch.,  at  the  first  sett,  of  that  place,  where  he  d.  1070. 

WELLES,  Capt.  Thomas,  (s.  Capt.  Samuel  and  Elizabeth)  b.  1002;  res.  on  X.  cor. 
High  and  Fort  (now  Pri.son)  Sts.,  which  in  1712,  he  bo't  of  his  bro.,  Rev. 
Samuel  of  Lebanon. 

WELLES,  Thomas,  of  Stratford,  (s.  .John  and  gd-s.  of  Gov.  Thomas)  inher.  fm.  the 
latter,  348  acs.  Id.  on  E.  side  the  River,  which  he  rec,  .June,  1075.  IMr. 
Thomas,  Jr.,  collector,  1702:  sheep-master.  1704;  he  may  have  been  the 
same  person  as  Capt.  Thomas,  above  mentioned. 

WESCOTT,  (IVct^cof^— sometimes  '-Wantecoutcr  or  ^■^yais^coatc)  Richard,  rec.  his 
ho'd  1040,  on  W.  side  High  St.  on  S.  cor.  Fort  (now  Prison)  St.  It  had 
earlier  been  Samuel  Clarke's:  sold  it  to  John  Stoddard,  in  104.5;  Rem.  to 
Fairfield,  104- ;  became  one  of  early  pprs.  of  Bedford,  Westchester  Co., 
X'.  Y.;  he  was  one  of  the  soldiers  in  the  Peq.  campaign  of  1037. 

\VEST-\LL,  (Westell,  sometimes  Wnstoll)  .John,  in  1041  or  thereabouts,  bo't  John 
Thomson's  ho'd  (which  see,  under  that  name)  ;  he  also  bo't  abt.  1047.  fm. 
Thos.    Olcott    of   Htfd.    the   ho'd    formerly   of   Robert   Abbott,    on    the   W. 
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side  High  St.  and  which  ho  sold  to  John  Harrison;  was  CDiistable  in 
1031;  a  yr.  or  two  hitiT  iio  was  at  Sayhrook,  whore  he  coniinandfd  tlie 
garrison  an  "Surgi'ant" ;  he  subsequeiitly  rem.  to  Sayhrook. 

WHAPLES.    El'UK.viM, — See   Ociicdlogics. 

V\  HAPLES,  JoKX, — Sec  Guncnlotjirn. 

WIIITCOMB,  .Tor,  iiad  lot  at  RyH.  next  X.  of  Benj.  Crane's,  on  a  propo-ed  6  rod 
wide  highway  to  Ky-H.,  in  lOSO. 

WHITE,  XiciioL.xs,  (a  "Jernian")  adni.  inhab.  Sept.,  1CG3,  t!ie  first  Giinian.  prob. 
in  Weth. 

VVniTTLESEV,  Elip)ii.f.t  and  J.vnKZ,  (sons  of  John,  of  Saybrook),  botli  petifrs 
1712,  for  parish  rights  at  West.  Div.   (Xew.). — Sec  Geiiealoyiis. 

WH1TM0I\E,  John,  ancestor  of  the  \Miitmiirc^  and  Whitteinorts  of  Conn.,  came  to 
Weth.,  1G39  or  earlier,  and  took  a  ho-lot  of  121^.  acs.  on  whicii  he  put  a 
ho.  and  barn.  It  was  E.  of  the  River-landing  (now  The  Cove)  at  the 
Common;  Robert  Bates  adj.  in  part,  on  the  W.,  said  Bates  and  Thos. 
Curtis  ndj.  on  the  X.,  Thomas  Whit  way,  Fr.  X'orton,  Rev.  Rich.  Deuton, 
•i  John  Jes.-,up  and  Thos.   Coleman   S.   He  sold   the   place   to   Rich.   Treat   in 

1641,  having  previously  rem.  to  Stamford.  He  was  killed  by  Inds.  at  S. 
Sept.,  1649. — See,  also,  W.  11.  Water's  GUaiiings  X'o.  IV.  in  Xcic  Etig.  Geii. 
Rex.,   XIII.,   301. 

VVHITWAY,  TiiOM.^s,  sold  his  hoM  E.  -^ide  High  St..  betw.  Rich.  Treat's.  X.,  and 
Will.  Colfax,  S.,  in  lt!44,  at  abt.  which  time  he  rem.  to  Branford. 

WEARD,   (WiarcZ).— See  Wuard. 

WICKHA^f.  John-,   (s.  Thomas  and  Sarah  I.  in   ItlSG  bo't  fm.  his  parents  a  part  of 

their  ho'd,  W.  side  High   St.   Common,  bd.  N.,  by  the  then  River:    in  the 

following  yr.  he  sold  it  to  Capt.  Robert  Welles,  and  rem.  to  Southampton, 

L.   I.  '  .         ,  ..,•,,■., 

,    ,  ,■        f       V   Ml"        -  •'    '-■•    ■■      - 

WICKHAM,  Jo.sEPit,  (s.  Thomas  and  Sarah,  in  1G87  sold  his  share  of  the  parental 
ho'd  to  his  s.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  then,  or  earlier,  rem.  to  Southampton,  L.  I. 

WICKIIAM.  S.\.M(.-Er,.  (s.  Thomas  and  Sarah)  in  1GS5,  bo't  the  John  Stoddard  ho'd 
S.  cor.  High  and  Fort  Sts.,  which,  in  IGSG,  he  sold  to  Tho.  Bulkeley,  of 
Boston. 

WICKHAM,  Tii0M.\s,  the  Settler,  came  to  Weth.  prob.  before  1648,  as.  in  that  yr. 
he  rec.  the  birth  of  his  s.  Thonia.s.  In  Feb..  1G53-0.  he  rec.  the  ho'd  he  had 
bo't  of  Matthias  Sension  (St.  John)  bd.  X.  and  E.  by  the  High  St.  Com- 
mon, S.  by  the  Thomas  Curtis  ho'd.  W.  by  Thomas  Tracy's. — Perhaps  this 
was  the  orig.  Weede  ho'd.  The  Town  gave  him  add.  adj.  Id.  in  1GG2,  in 
which  yr.  he  bo't  the  Thos.  Tracy  ho'd.  two  pieces.  Avith  a  ho.,  barn.  etc.  He 
'  also  bo't  Thos.  Curtis'  lot  on  the  E.  side  the  River,  13.5  acs.  and  had  2  lots 

next  to  Far.  line.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  dealer  in  wool,  of  which  in 
16C4,  he  bo't  some  400  lbs.  of  sundry  Boston  parties;  he  had  a  sliop  by  the 
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Rivor  (nciu-  Tli..  Cmv) .  He  and  his  uif,.  Sarah,  in  ICl.i.  -avo  the  ^[att. 
Sfn.sion  li<,'d  with  a  lio.,  warchous,-  and  •cdlar'-  to  th.ir  (dd.  s.  Thuinas  ■  he 
d.  1C89. 

WICKHAM,  Conift,  Thomas,  (s.  Tlicmas.  th,'  S.^ttlor  an.l  Sarah)  li.  1048.  was  a 
"cordwainer";  constable,  l(i77;  in  l(i8;i  the  Town  jrav.;  him  1.1.  In-  the 
River  (now  tlie  Cove)  to  .sot  a  "shop"'  upon;  he  was  leatlier  .scahr.  171.->: 
hia  dwcll-ho.  was  of  hrick,  and  must  have  Vx-c-n  ono  of  the  earlie.st  brick 
houses  in  Weth.;  he  mentions  it  in  171.-).  hut  when  it  was  erected  does 
not  appear;  prol.  in  1073.  His  sliop  an.l  wandi.).  w.re  near  it,  on  the  N". 
1  and  \V.  side  of  Hi^'h  St.  Common;  he  was  a  lieut.  ami  a  cornet  of  the  Htfd. 
Co.  troop   (dra-oons)  and  did  good  service  in  the  Ind.  and  Fr.  campai-n. 

WICKHAM,  Whliam,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler  ami  Sarali),  rem.  to  E.  side  of  the 
River,  prior  to  lOS."?,  at  which  time  lie  was  fence-viewer  for  Xaiihuc. 

WICKS,  {^Vc€L■cs)  TjioMA.s,  (This  name  properly  belongs  un.ler  tiiat  of  TlVr^s) 
sold  his  hoVl  to  Capt.  Jolin  Tinker,  Apl..  lt;41.  at  wliich  time  he  rem.  to 
Stamford,  fni.  the  latter  place  he  rem.  to  Oyster  Day,  L.  I.,  abt.  1G.J4,  where 
he  d.  1671,  leaving  a  wife  and  seven  ch. 

WILLARD,  "Mr."  Josiah,  the  Settler,  (s.  of  .Maj.  Simon  an.l  Mary  Sharp,;  who 
were  of  Ilorsemondon.  Co.  Kent.  En-r.,  ami  later  of  Concord.  Mass.)  b.  |)r.ih. 
abt.  163;-);  adm.  inhab.  of  Weth.,  Sept.,  10(!2;  was  one  of  the  mrsseng.rs 
sent  by  the  Town  of  Weth.  to  Xew  Lond.,  1000.  to  bring  :\rr.  Biilkeley^  as 
minister;  he  b./t  the  Samuel  [Martin  ho'd  on  tiie  W.  side  of  Broa.!  St.  in 
Feb.,  lOGl-2;  John  Edwards  adj.  it  on  the  N.  and  Xatli.  Dickinson  S.  In 
1663,  he  bo't  the  John  Betts'  ho'd  on  the  S.  E.  side  of  Broad  St.;  also  B.'? 
lot  of  225  acs.  on  the  E.  side  of  the  River;  was  many  yrs.  tiie  Town  school- 
master. 

WILLARD,  SiMox,  (s.  Josiah,  the  Settler)  dr.  lot  in  West  Div.  (New.)  lO!).",.  on 
which  he  prob.  rem.;  surveyor  of  highways,  1707;  in  1712  was  one  of  the 
petit,  for  parish  rights  at  the  West  Farms    (New.) 

WILLARD,  Stepiie.v,  (s.  Josiah.  the  Settler)  was  given  Id.  to  set  his  '"shop-  on, 
1700;  collector,  1702;  in  1718,  he  bo't  the  ho'd  of  Michael  Griswold.  .Jr.,' 
on  the  S.  W.  si.ie  Broad  St.  next  S.  of  the  Jona  Latimer  pi.,  he  already 
owning  the  ho'd  formerly  his  father's  adj.  on  the  S.  of  Gri.swold's.  Tliere 
was  an  "old  ho."  (Natlrl  Dickinson's?)  on  the  purchased  tract.  Willard 
was  prob.  a  blacksmith. 

WILLIA.MS,  Amo.s.  (s.  Matthew  and  Susannah)  b.  1045-6;  Town-crier.  166S;  dr. 
Id.  in  1670  allot.;  in  1073  he  bo't  a  tract  of  lOi^  acs.  at  Ry-H.  fm.  Thcimas 
Hollister,  it  was  on  W.  side  Midd.  road.  betw.  Jonathan  Boardman's  S. 
'_*'"•<-  and  Samuel  Boardman's  N.,  and  on  it  he  prob.  .sett,  and  l)ecame  one  rrf  the 
earliest  inhab.  of  Ry-H.  He  bo't  5  acs.  more  fm.  .John  Miller,  next  N.  of 
Wm.  Morris. 

WILLIAMS,  Rev.  and  Col.  Elisha.  (For  biog.  .see  Chapters  VIII.  X  and  XVIII,  Vol. 
I,  and  irj7/(-ffm.9  Gcncnl..  Vol.  II)  ;  was  on  school  committee  of  the  "Town. 
1714;  in  1710,  bo't  of  Samuel  Boar.lman,  the  lattor's  ho'd  on  S.  E.  side  of 
Broad(?)    St.  betw.  .John  Warner's,  N.,  and   Richard  M.mtagucs.  S.;   July 
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10,  1755,  -Miirj-,  wife  of  liis  s.  Kliplialet  Williiuii-i.  of  Htfd.  prave  him  the 
ho'd  on  W.  side  liroail  St.  Ix-tw.  Samuel  Stt-cle's.  N.,  and  Lieut.  Jospph 
Treats'  S.  aVi  acs.  M.  (with  bUij;-:.)  cxt.  thro'  to  ^fain  St. — the  present  Hon. 
Silas  \V.  Robbins'  place. 

\VILLI.\MS,  Ei.fsiiA.  (nciiliow  of  Col.  and  Rov.  Eiislia,  ami  >.  of  Rev.  Solomon)  was 
a  mclit.  iu  Wetli.  (linn  of  Williams,  Trumbell  &  Pitkin),  who  be^'an  store- 
keeping  abt.  1738. 

WILLIAMS,  S.^.MiKL,  (s.  Matt,  and  Susaniialii  b.  11)5.3-4;  given  Id.  at  RyH.  by  the 
Town,  lti!)S,  that  had  loimerly  been  given  to  \Vm.  Morris. — See  latter. 

WTLLIA.MS,  Tiio.UA.s,  Sen.,  bo"t  of  .Matt.  Treat,  Feb.,  lGUO-1,  the  hoM  on  E.  .side 
Broad  St.  betw.  James  Bof)>oy's  heirs,  S.,  and  John  Latimer'.s  and  John 
Coleiuan'a  \V. ;  in  the  same  month  the  Town  gave  hira  12  acs.  at  Ry-II.,  bd. 
E.  by  the  River,  S.  by  Hog  Brook,  W.  by  Common  Ids.,  X.  by  Samuel  BoarJ- 
man'.s  Id. — Tl'.  T.  V.,  I.,  73.  In  IOCS,  he  bo't  .'<amnel  Boardman"s  tnct  of 
30  acs.  at  Ry-II.  on  W.  side  of  highway  by  the  River^'  side.  bd.  \\ .  and 
N.  by  Common  Id.s.  and  S.  partly  by  Common  Ids.  and  partly  by  the  12  ac. 
lot  above  ment.  He  is  beliv'ved  to  have  been  one  of  the  verj"  earlie-t  sett. 
at  Ry-H.,  witli  Joseph  Smith  for  a  neighbor.     In  1C72,  the  Town  gave  him 

\ .   -  10  acs.  more,  bctw.  his  lot  at  Ry-H.  and  Hog  Brook. 

WILLOUGHBY,  FnAxcis,  (s.  of  Francis  and  Mary,  of  Charlestown?)  in  160S.  bo't 
meadow  hi.  of  Samuel  Welles.  He  was  the  half  bro.  of  Rev.  Jonatiian;  he 
sold  to  John  Chester,  a  hoM  on  W.  side  Broad  St.  next  S.  of  John  Kil- 
bourn's — called  himself  "of  Charlestown." 

WILLOUGHBY,  Rev.  .Joxatiiax,  (s.  of  Francis  and  Mary,  of  Char!e>to«Ti.  Mass.) 
b.  Eng.,  came  to  Weth.  as  minister.  1005;  in  Oct.,  1G07.  he  bo't  of  .James 
Wakeley  a  ho'd  bd.  S.  by  a  highway  (Sandy  Lane?),  E.  by  John  Kilboum's, 
W.  by  Thomas  Bunce's,  N.  by  \Vm.  Goodrich's.  His  wife  was  Grizzel 
(Gricell)  da\i.  of  John  and  Ann  GolJsburge,  of  "Godmanchester.  Hunting- 
donshire," Eng.,  to  whom,  iu  Feb.,  1CG7-S,  he  conveyed  his  est.;  rem.  to 
Haddaiu. 

WILSON,  Phixeas,  a  native  of  Dublin,  residing  at  Htfd.,  bo't  several  ho'ds  in  Weth. 
one  for  his  s-in-law,  .Joseph  Rowlandson,  .Jr..  in  1079,  fm.  Ann  Latimer  on 
S.  side  street  connecting  ^Main  St.  with  the  upper  end  of  Broad  St.:  in  1033, 
he  bo't  the  ho'd  of  Moses  Craft's,  being  where  Levi  Goodwin's  ho'd  was, 
now  Hon.  S.  W.  Bobbins'  ppy. 

WILTERTON,  Grecoky,  lived  in  Htfd.  in  1G37.  a  tanner;  in  1C05  he  came  to 
Weth.  where  he  bo't  the  ho'd  of  Jolin  and  Dorothy  Russell,  on  the  W.  side 
High  St.;  this  he  sold  to  Sam'l  Hale,  10S2.  who  '=old  it  to  the  Town  for 
Church  purposes.  .John  Merrils  was  his  adopted  son. 

WOLCOTT,  George,  (s.  of  Henry,  of  Windsor)  came  to  Weth.  fm.  Win.i-or.  with 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  prob.  soon  after  1G50:  in  1005.  rec.  his  ho'd.:  a  ho.  with 
121/2  acs.  Id.  on  W.  side  High  St.  betw.  Rich  Butler  and  Thos.  Curtis',  N., 
and  Rich.  Montague,  John  Hollister.  Will.  Gibbons,  Thos.  Tracy,  and  Thos. 
Coleman,  S.,  being  the  old  John  Whitniore  ho'd;  was  constable.  1657;  by 
his  will,  dated  9  Jan.,  1GG2,  prob.  10  Aug.,  1G93.  he  gave  this  ho'd  to  hia  s. 
George. 
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WOLCOTT,  C.y.oiu.i:,  .Ir.  I>.   l(;.-):j— a,  ulxne  moiit.  inlior  his  IuHut's  li(;std. 

WOLCUTT,  Hknrv.  (  s.  of  Ilw.ry.  the  \Vi,.,lM,r  S.ttl.Ti.  ho't  ..f  W,,,.  Parker,  of  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  att'y  of  .Sirah.  wi.l.  of  Cleinont  Cliaplin.  25  Sept.,  1UC3, 
the  Chaplin  ho'd  (for  whiili,  soe  Vhuplin)  iiicln.  .sundry  lots  in  fireat  and 
Boaver  nit-adows,  Wet  and  Dry  .swainp>,  the  West  FiVl.l  an.l  the  lot  of 
1,200  aes.  at  NXvau-  (the  Chester  lot,  X.,  and  Matt.  Mitchell,  .S.);  one 
undivi.lfd  half  of  „//  hi,  lU.  i„  \\Vth.  he  conveys  to  his  s.  Samuel,  in  1078: 
in  his  will  he  gives  hi-,  Weth.  ids.  to  his  .sons,  .Samuel  of  Weth.  and  .losiah' 
of  \\  indsor. 

WOLCUTT,  .rusiAir,  (s.  Capt.  Samuel  and  Judith)  b.  1G.S2?,  d.  prior  to  1713?; 
gave  life  est.  to  his  motiier. 

WOLCOTT,  JiDlTir,  (dau.  Sanuieh  Appleton,  of  Ip,wieh;  wid.  of  Samuel  Wolcott ; 
res.  in  the  pi.  now  knoun  as  tlie  Wel.b  (Washington's  lieadcpiarters )  Place' 
bavin-  bo't  out  the  intere-t  of  her  unmarried  dau.,  Mary,  and  inher.  the  in- 
terest of  lier  s.  Josiah.     iLniy,  the  same  yr.  ni.  John  Stillman. 

WOLCOTT,  Capt.  Samlel,  (s.  Heniy  and  Sarah  Xccbay,  of  Wind.sor)  b.  IGoG;  m. 
Judith  (dau.  Sam'l)  Appleton  of  Ipswich,  ^[ass.;  constable.  1079;  select- 
man, lOSo;  in  107S  his  fatlier  -ave  him  one  undivi.led  half  of  his  dwcll-ho. 
and  Weth.  Ids.;  by  his  father's  will,  he  with  his  bro.,  .Josiah,  of  Windsor, 
rec'd  Ids.  in  Weth. 

WOOL.,  hDMONU  (Edward?),  ycomnn.  fm.  Springfield,  i-  l.::;i;;  rem.  to  Stamford, 
1641;  sold  his  Weth.  ho'd  to  Geo.  Wyllys,  2.j  .Mch.,  1(540;  it  was  on  X.  E. 
side  Short  St.  (near  where  the  Marsh  ho'd  was  for  so  many  vrs.),  and  con- 
tained 10  acs.  bd.  X.  by  the  ••Church"  Id.,  S.  by  meadow  of'xhos.  Sherwood, 
W.  by  a  Common  (  (ileeting-ho.  square),  and  a  "three-way  lete"  (or  ditch)' 
"in  the  middle  of  the  Town."  He  also  had  0  acs.  at  Penny- 
wise,  vvhich  he  sold  to  Wyllys.  and  which  he  had  bo't  fm.  John  Sherman, 
"Gent."  This  seems  to  be  tlie  name  which  Sacag,;  mistakes  for  Edward 
Wood. 

WOOD,  Jonas,  (eld.  s.  of  Edward,  above  ment.)  owned  a  part  of  the  ho'd  and  joined 
in  the  deed  with  his  father,  when  it  was  .sol.l  to  George  Wvllvs.  Rem.  to 
Stamford  with  his  fatlier  and  aide,!  in  founding  that  town.  Perhaps  he 
rem.  with  his  father  to  Hempstead.  L.  I.,  abt.  1044.  Was  sometimes  called 
"Halifax"  Jonas.— See.  also,  Himtington's  Hist.  Utamford,  p.  4G. 

WOODBRIDGE.  Rev.  .Toi.x.  (s.  of  Rev.  .John,  of  Xewbury,  Mass.)  came  to  Weth.  as 
its  minister,  1070,  and  there  res.  until  his  dth.  1701;  rec'd  £100  per  ann. 
the  u.se  of  parsonage  and  SO  loa.ls  of  woo.l  pr.  yr.;  in  108.5.  the  Town  gave 
him  a  farm  of  200  acs.  W.  of  Ce.lar  ^lountain,  adj.  the  Htfd.  S.  line,  bd!  bv 
•.  r  ...  t*»e  Common,  W.,  and  highway,  E.,  to  be  100  rods  wide  and  ext.  far  enough 
S.  to  make  the  quantity;  wid.  was  pensioned  bv  the  Town —See  alio 
Chapt.  XVIII. 

WOODHOUSE,  .JusEPH.  fir^t  of  the  surname  in  Weth.  (s.  of  Richard,  of  Boston,  and 
b.  abt.  1040?)  first  appears  in  Weth.  rccs.  Xov.,  1710.  when  he  bo't  the 
dwell-ho.  of  Thos  Wickham,  on  W.  side  High  St.  next  S.  of  Common-it  was 
prob.  the  first  brick  ho.  in  the  township. 
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WRIGHT,  Anthony,  was — with  Matt.  Treat  and  Sam'l  Boldon,  pnit-o«Tier  of  a 
ho'd  i?okl  to  Joliii  Latimer,  prior  in  12lli  -Mcli.,  10.37 -8,  on  X.  side  Broad  St., 
described  under  Jfdm  Latimer's  name. 

WUiGlIT.  lIiiN.iAMiN,  in  KKiO  1.  tm't  Kmmmanuel  Buck's  ho'd  in  Weth.  on  S.  side 
Fort  (now  Prison)  St.,  .iinl  e\t.  tiiniu^rh  to  ."^andy  Ijiiiie;  ids.  of  -Folin  (iood- 
rieli,  Tlionias  \\ri;,'lit,  the  wid.  (iil;l)s  and  Joim  Stoddard  K.,  and  of  Robert 
Francis  and  Tiios.  Standi-li.  W.  lie  was  prob.  a  .s.  of  Benjamin  of  (iuil- 
fonl,  wlio  d.   liiTT. 

WRIGHT,  D.win,  (xn-.t.  s.  of  Sam'l)  inlier.  his  fiitlier's  iio'd  in  liVM).  it  Ut-'uvj  Id.  on 
the  \V.  side  of  Rose  Lane  (Main  St.),  \w't  by  the  latter  of  .Jonatlian  .Sniith, 
in  1078,  in  2  parcels — next  S.  of  the  Samuel  Woleott  (now  the  famou.s 
Webb)  ho-std.  It  was  one  of  the  si.x  '-fortiticir'  houses  of  1704;  part  of 
the  Id.  had  come  to  David  by  d"scent.  fm.  his  <,'d-ftr.,  Thomas,  the  Settler; 
he  was  collector,  171.3. 

WRIGHT,  James,  (.s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler)  caine  to  \\etli.  with  lii^  tilir.  in  K..!'.) 
(or  pos.  some  yrs.  earlier)  ;  in  Oct.,  1051,  his  ftlir.  gave  him  a  ho'd  on  W. 
side  Rose  Lane  (Main  St.)  a  lio.  and  3  acs.  Id.  bd.  by  Luke  Ilitclicock'.s 
N.,  Joseph  Smith's,  W.,  and  Watering  (now  Back)  Lane,  S.  Tiiis  he  sold 
to  his  bro.  in  1081.  .\t  the  same  time  his  ftlir.  gave  liim  alit.  a  tliird  (32 
acs.)  of  The  Island,  since  known  as  Wright's  Island.  It  w.i^  bd.  X.  by  Ids. 
of  Joliti  Xott  and  Tlios,  \Aright.  E.,  W.  and  S.  by  the  River,  and  took  all 
of  the  S.  end  excejiting  3  acs.  of  Thos.  Tracy  and  4  acs.  of  the  heirs  of  Will. 
Gibbons.  He  shared  in  the  allot,  of  l(\'.)'i.  as  an  inhnh  of  the  township; 
in  1003,  he  bo't  the  Tracy  lot  on  The  Island;  and  ir.  1071,  bo't  Mark  Kelcy'a 
\nt  -^f  132  ac.  un  the  K.  side  the  River. 

WRIGHT,  Jamk.s,  .Jr.,  (s.  of  the  foregoing  .Tames,  by  his  second  wife  Dorcas)  b. 
1761?;  inher.  fm.  his  father  the  larger  part  of  Wright's  Island  and  pur- 
chased add.  portions,  so  that  he  became  almost  its  sole  prop'r.  He  built 
thereon  a  dwell-ho.  and  was,  for  many  yrs.  the  sole  inhab.  of  The  Island. 
In  1712,  the  Town  gave  to  him  the  .i2  ac.  lot  whicli  his  ftlir.  had  drawn  in 
1695,  and  he  took  it  in  right  of  his  dec'd  fthr. 

WRIGHT,  John,  cordwainer,  (s.  of  .Joseph  and  Man*),  b.  1670?;  in  1700,  bo't  fm.  his 
bro.,  Joseph,  of  Colchester,  a  lio-lnt  of  2  acs,  on  X.  E.  side  Sandy  Lane, 
betw.  Robert  Francis  X''.  W.  and  Daniel  Rose,  S.  W.  This  he  sold  to  .Joshua 
Leavett,  in  1713;  in  1711,  he  sohl  to  Thos.  Wright  (his  bro.?)  Id.  on  S. 
side  of  the  upper  road  leading  E.  fm.  High  St.  Common;  he  was  collector, 
1706;  lister,  1712;  and  in  that  yr.  of  the  Comm.  to  build  a  school-ho.  at 
Ry-H.  whore  he  prob.  res. 

WRIGHT,  .loNATiiAX,  (s.  .Joseph  and  :Mar\-)  h.  lOSl  :  res.  at  the  West  Farms  (Xew.) 
a  petit,  for  parish  rights  there,  1712. 

WRIGHT,  Joseph,  a  cooper,  (s.  of  Thonias,  the  Settler),  prob.  b.  Eng. ;  ree'd  fm.  his 
fthr.,  Oct.,  1002,  a  ho'd  on  the  E.  side  High  St.  betw.  that  of  the  heirs  of 
Rev.  Henry  Smith,  X.,  and  the  Buryinggd.  and  ho'd  of  Francis  Yates,  S. 
This  he  gave  to  the  Town  for  a  parsonage,  in  1004,  in  exch.  for  another 
ho'd  with  an  old  school-ho.  on  it,  (betw.  Samuel  Wolcott's,  X.  and  Rich. 
Smith's,  S.)   on  the  W.  side  of  Main  St.     This  he  convey,  to  Hugh  Welles, 


LAND-HOLDINGS     OF     EAFiLY     INHARITANTS.  3^7 

Jan.,  ItiO.l-O,  Kcttinp:  '''"•  H.  \V.  in  pxch.  a  hod  on  the  F.  side  of  High  St. 
betw.  Samuel  Smilli's,  X.  und  Grf^'.>ry  Wiltorton,  S.  In  1700.  he  jrave  his 
8.  Thomas,  his  Ili;,'h  St.  lio'd,  ni-xt  X.  of  the  Wilterton  place,  which  had  be- 
.  come  the  parsona^'c  lot.  In  l(i(;8.  he  liad  5  acs.  Id.  on  Wriglit's  Isld.  betw. 
ThoH.  Wrijjhl's  X.  and  Jo.scpii  Siiiitli's,  S. 

WRIGHT,  Joseph,   (s.  of  Joseph  above  nient.)   b.  1C70,  as  a  Weth.  householder,  dr. 

Ida.  in  1G95  allot.;  was  collector  in  IGiiS.  but  in  170G  was  res.  at  Colchester, 

,,      where  he  sold  to  his  bro.  Jolin,  the  ho'd  which  ho  had  bo't  of  Peter  Blinn. 

in  l(i97.  It  was  on  the  X.  side  of  Sandy  Lane,  betw.  Daniel  Ro»e"s,  E.,  and 

Rob't  Francis,  W. 

WRIGHT,  Lydlv,    (gddau.   of  Thomas,   tlio   Settler)    drew   Ids.    in    1G94   allot.— See 
Oeneal. 

WRIGHT,  Kns.  Samuel,  |s.  of  Thomas,  the  Settler)  prob.  b.  En;;.;  freeman,  1G.57; 
selectman,  1G70-1;  in  same  yr.  the  Town  gave  him  Id.  to  set  his  "shop"' 
upon;  in  1071,  he  bo't  of  James  Treat  tiie  latter's  lot  of  84  acs.  20  rods,  in 
the  Great  West  Field  (see  the  liighway  mont.  in  tlio  dwd,  ^V<th.  Ld.  Kec, 
,,  .  II.,  p.  1.51).  In  1072.  lie  bo't  Sani'l  Martin's  tract  of  .'jo'j  acs.  in  same 
Field;  in  1674,  Rich.  Lord's  10  acs.  in  tiie  same;  in  1G78.  he  bo't  of 
Jona  Smith,  the  .3  acs  with  dwellho.  on  \V.  side  Rose  Lane  (Main  St.) 
betw.  sd.  Wright's  S.  and  lots  of  Henry  (or  Samuel?)  Woleott  and  Hui'h 
..  V  Welles,  N.  Also,  fm.  sd.  Smith,  4',-j  acs.  betw.  Michael  Griswold's.  S.  W.. 
and  Thos.  Curtis',  X^.  E.,  sd.  Griswol.l  W.,  and  ho-lots  of  "Mr."  WoIcott 
and  heirs  of  Ens.  Will.  Goodrich,  S.  E. ;  a  tiiaiif^uiar  plot.  In  1032,  the 
Tonu  gave  him  10  acs.  next  S.  of  the  tract  which  Capt.  John  Chester  bo't 
of  "Mr."  Seeley,  betw.  Mrs.  John  Hollister's,  E.,  and  Jonathan  Sniitli's,  W. 
This  was  then  the  furthe.if  otolith  of  any  piece  alioted  in  the  Great  West 
Field.  In  1G81,  he  b.Vt  of  James  Wright  (liis  bro.)  the  ho-lot  of  3  acs. 
with  dwell-ho.  on  X.  W.  cor.  Rose  Lane  and  Watering  (now  Back)  Lane. 
In  168.5,  he  sold  to  his  s.-in-law,  Daniel  Boardnian,  abt.  \(j  an  ac.  out  of  the 
last  piece  above  described;  he  d.  1712. 

WRIGHT,  Sgt.  Samuel,  (s.  Ens.  Samuel,  above  ment.)  in  1085,  bo't  of  Daniel 
Boanlman,  i{.  ac.  Id.  with  dwell-lio.  on  W.  side  Ro.se  Lane,  betw.  Samuel 
Wright,  Sen.  X'.,  and  heirs  of  Isaac  Boardman,  S.,  giving  said  B.  in  exch., 
IVs  an  ac.  (adj.?)  ;  in  1712,  he  inher.  fm.  liis  father,  the  dwell-ho.  and  Id. 
adj.;  that  which  the  latter  bo't  of  .Jonatlian  Smith.  Also,  3  acs.  W.  side 
Rose  Lane,  betw.  Id.  formerly  of  Rich.  Smith,  X.,  and  Luke  Hitchcock,  S. 

WRIGHT,  Thomas,  the  Settler,  came  fm.  Wat.(?)  before  1030,  with  wife  and  ch. ; 
he  had  one  ho'd  SV.j  acs.  W.  side  High  St.  on  which  was  his  ho.  huilded 
prob.  before  1039,  Rob't  Abbott,  S.,  and  Samuel  Clarke,  X.  Another  ho'd 
rec.  1654,  a  ho.,  barn  and  5  acs.  Id.  bo't  of  Sam'l  Hale,  on  W.  side  Back 
Lane,  betw.  Luke  Hitchcock,  X.  and  "lane  leading  to  Michael  Griswold's"  S., 

^,  New  St.    (discontinued   lO(iO)    W.     This  should   have  been   described  as   on 

Rose  (and  not  Bell)  Lane;  he  bo't  the  Rich.  Belden  lot  of  20i.'.acs.  in 
West  Field,  in  1054. 

He  became,  by  purchase,  the  owner  of  nearly  the  whole  of  The  Great  Island, 
thereafter  known  as  Wright's  Island,  and  which  he  mostly  gave  to  his 
sons  Thomas  and  James;  his  .sons  l>o't  other  parcels  on  the  Island.  Thomas' 
part  was  at  the  N.  end,  and  James'  at  the  S.  end. 
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Thomas,  the  Sfttlcr.  was  st-lpcfman.  liijS.  In  IHt'iri.  he  sold  to  his  son  ■Tospph, 
a  ho'd  on  the  K.  side  IIi;.'h  St.  hntw.  the  IJt'v.  Ilenrj-  Smith's  heirs'  ho'J  X., 
and  that  of  Fr.  Yates  and  the  Bnryin;,'-gd.  S.;  3  acs.  3  rods  (roods?),  fm. 
whom  he  bo't  is  unknoAvn. 

WRIGHT,  Thomas,  (s.  of  Thomas,  the  Si-tth>r)  h.  Fin;:.  reoM  fm.  his  father,  1C39, 
a  ho'd  on  \V.  side  Hi;;h  St..  hctw.  Will  ('riblion^'  licirs*  X.  aiul  Jolm  Har- 
rison's heirs'  S.,  also  30  acs.  on  The  I-,Iand;  he  was  a  cun-tahle,  1002; 
bell-rinj:er,  etc.,  1600. 

WRIGHT,  Thoma.s.  (s.  Tliomas.  .Ir.  i  b.  1000,  m;M  part  of  his  bo-h.t  on  \V.  si, 1m  Ili^^b 
St.  to  David  Oo.Klricli,  1703;  dr.  Ids.  in  lO'U  allot,  collector,  1704;  sealer  of 
weights,  1714. 

UHIGHT,  Thomas,  (s.  Joseph)  b.  1077:  rec'd  fm.  his  father,  1700.  a  ho'.l,  lu..  and 
4  acs.  Id.  on  E.  side  Hiirh  St.  botw.  Wni.  Biirnham's  and  the  parsonage,  S., 
and  Benj.  CluirohiU's,  X.  In  1711.  he  or  the  Thomas  Wright  next  above, 
bo't  of  John  Wright,  "cordwainer."  3''i  acs.  Id.  formerly  of  Joseph  Wright 
(father  of  John )  on  S.  ~iile  of  (Jordan  Lanei  street:  betw.  Joseph  Wright's, 
E.,  and  Benj.  Churchill's.  W.;  .John  Curtis'  bdg.  S. 

WIARD,  John.— See  Wy<ird. 

WIAT,  John.— See  Wi/alt. 

WYARD,  John,  m.  Sarah  (dau.  Tho.)  .standish,  ICSO;  was  34  yrs.  old  in  lO.SS;  con- 
stable that  yr. ;  tythingman  100-2:  dr.  Ids.  1(104:  in  lOnO.  bp't  of  John  Sted- 
man.  the  Tlios.  Hurlbuit  Im'd  (orig.  John  Elsen's)  W.  side  Bell  Lane;  betw. 
sd.  Hurlburt's  X..  and  I'lulie  Martin's,  -S. ;  bo't  of  James  Poisson.  1713, 
the  ho'd  which  Edward  and  -lames  Poisson  had  bo't  of  -lohn  Benjamin  in 
1708.    See  Poisson.     (Querj-,  can  this  be  the  same  name  as  Weir  and  irare.*) 

WYARD,  John,  (s.  Jolin  and  Mar>)  b.  10S4;  in  \1\7>.  bo't  of  Dr.  .James  Poisson.  of 
Simsburj-  (but  formerly  of  Weth.  and  Derby),  the  same  ho'd  which  -John 
Wyard,  Sen.  had  bo't  in  1713  (see  under  .John  Wyard,  Sen.)  :  this  he  sold 
to  Joseph  Bigelow.  in  1720;  .John  Wyard,  .Jr.,  collector.  1714;  sold  his 
negro  Anthony  his  freedom,  in  1711. 

WYATT,  Ens.  .John,  (s  .John  and  Mary  Tironson.  of  Far.(  ?)  :  bo't  of  Thos.  Wright 
in  Mch..  l(J74-.5,  the  ho'd  2  acs.  on  the  X.  side  Sandy  Lane(  ''.)  betw.  -John 
Goodrich,  S.,  and  Thos.  Wright,  E.,  and  Robert  Francis,  \V..  Thomas 
Wriglit  on  the  X.:  sold  to  Xath.  Butler,  107S.  He  was  a  weaver;  al>o.  a 
noted  Ind.  fighter.  In  10!>4,  the  Town  gave  him  leave  to  buy  two  of  the 
52  ac.  lots  in  the  Mile-in-Breadtb.  The  Town  also  gave  him,  in  1094,  20 
acs.  Id.  on  X,  side  .Jordan  I-ane.  near  the  top  of  Cedar  Mountain;  also,  he 
dr.  Id.  1694.  Cothren  thinks  he  rem.  to  Woodburj'.  If  so,  it  was  after 
1694. 

WVLLYS,  George,  of  Hartford.  fJovemor  and  .'^ecretari-  nf  the  Colony,  bo't  several 
ho-stds.  in  Weth.  mostly  in  11)39-41,  some  of  which  were  not  rec.  until  near- 
ly a  century  after  (by  his  gd-s.  ?)  This  was  the  case  with  the  Thos.  .Sher- 
wood, the  John  Strickland,  and  the  Edmond  Wood  ho-stds.  (see  under  those 
names).     He  also  bo't  the  ho'd  of  Thomas  Tupping  and  .John  Fletcher,  in 
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1640.  He  bo't  se\rral  of  the  Tlirccinile  lots,  on  the  K.  side  the  River,  ag- 
gregating 1,227  Vj  i»cs. 
Thomas  EilwartK-s,  one  of  the  earliest  sett,  on  the  E.  side  the  River,  in  Weth. 
Hoccanuin,  was  a  tenant  of  Mr.  Wylly.i,  an<l,  afterwards  of  his  s.  Samuel. 
To  the  latter,  in  1(17  I,  Edwards  nmrt.  liis  wheat,  barley,  Ind.  corn  and  oats, 
as  security  for  rent. 

WYLLYS,  .Samuel,  Col.  Sec'y,  (s.  of  George,  the  Gov.)  altlio'  a  res.  of  Htfd.,  rec'd 
fm.  his  father  no  less  than  10  parcels  of  Id.  in  Weth.,  some  of  wliieh  were 
ho-stds.,  and  3,  amounting  to  1,227 VI'  nc^-  were  of  the  ."J-mile  long  lots  on  E. 
»  side  the  River.  One  piece  which  Samuel  rec'd  fm.  his  father  was  made  np 
of  ho-stds.  bo't  by  the  latter  in  IfUl  fm.  Tlios.  Sherwood  and  Ednmnd  Wood. 
This  was  sold  by  Sam'l  Wyllys  to  W'm.  Burnham  anil  others,  the  whole 
becoming  ultimately  sd.  Biirnhaiu's  ho'd  and  meadow;  and  afterwards  the 
ho'd  and  est.  of  the  Rev.  .John  Marsli,  D.  D.,  S.  and  E.  of  the  burying-gd. 
Nath'l  Foote,  Jr.,  and  Timothy  Hyde,  and  others,  bo't  Ids.  of  Samuel  Wyllys,  and 
some  of  it  was  taken  on  execution  by  Ricli.  Ix)rd,  of  Iltfd. 

YATES,  Ebancis,  rem.  to  Stamford.  1041.  thence  to  Hempstead.  L.  T.,  abt.  Ifi47.  He 
did  not  sell  his  ho-lot  in  Weth.  until  li)(i.")-t),  when  it  was  ])urchased  by  Rich. 
Lord,  of  Htfd.  Yates  had  bo't  it  fm.  Thos.  Wright,  Sen..  ].erhaps  in  1039. 
It  had  a  "cellar"  on  it,  in  .which,  prob.,  Yates  had  lived,  and  it  was  on  the 
8.  side  of  the  way  leading  into  the  burying-gd.  and  was  bd.  E.  by  Geo. 
Wyllys'  Id.;  S.  and  \\ .  by  the  highway;  and  containe<l  1  roo<l  of  Id.  Mr. 
Lord  sold  the  place  to  John  Coltman.  Yates  made  his  will  in  Westchester 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  in  1082;  mentions  ch.  Mary,  John,  Diuaii,  Jonathan  and 
Dorothy. 


CHAPTEIi    VIII. 

The  Ministnj  of  fitc  First  Ecrlcsiastlcal  Soricfij  of  WefJirrsfli'ld  ami 
BiograpJiics  of  Us  Ministers — And  the  Begiiiniiujs  of  the  Parishes 
of  Glastonhnnj,  Stepnc)/  and  Xeirington,  Until  Their  Formation 
into  Independent  Ecclesiastical  Societies. 

[By  SiiEUMAX  \V.  Adams,  Esq..  Kvlarukd  by  Henry  R.  Stii.es,  M.  D.] 

/^~^  OXCERXIXG  those,  will),  in  tlio  Providoiioc  of  God,  have  hoc.n 
^-^  called  to  preside  o^cr  this  anciiMit  C'liurch,  we  have  sought  from 
many  sources,  the  facts  herewith  presented. 

We  have  already  alhided  (Cliapter  III)  to  the  tliree  ministers  (Dkn- 
Tox,  SiiER.MA.v  and  Pri'ddkn),  wlio  seem  to  have  officiated,  more  or  less 
regularly,  before  the  settlement  of  the  first  pastor  in  his  office — which 
nmst  have  been  at  the  Church's  first  organization,  February  2S,  1G41. 

This  first  settled  pastor,  was  the  Rev.  IIpixrv  Smith,  originally  from 
Charlestown,  ^lass..  whither,  as  ^fr.  Sarage  thinks,  he  arrived  from 
England,  in  Iti:;!;;  and  where  he  was,  with  his  wife,  admitted  to 
Church  membership,  .">th  of  lOnio.,  1<;;;T.  To  Wethersficld  he  prob- 
ably came  in  -ruly,  iri;>7,  bringing  with  him  a  wife  (his  second),  and 
one  or  two  daughters  by  a  first  wife.  It  does  not  ajipear  that  he  had 
ever  been  settled  previously  to  his  eoniing  here.  Ilis  home  in  Wethers- 
field,  not  recorded  luitil  lt>4s,  was  on  a  lot  of  two  acres  on  the  northeast 
of  High  Street,  and  Aieeting  House  S(]uare — the  first  house  northerly 
from  the  fleeting  House.  It  was  in  Wetherstield  that  liis  oklest  son, 
Samuel,  was  born,  January  liT,  liV-)^  (O.  S.),  also  his  son.  Xoah,  and 
daughters,  Joanna  and  Elizabeth.  ^Ir.  Smith's  ministry  was  not  a 
happy  one.  !Mr.  Clement  Chaplin,  the  Ruling  Elder  of  the  Church — 
a  man  of  wealth,  prominent  in  jmblic  affairs  and  influential  with  a 
large  majority  of  the  congregation,  for  many  years  involved  his  pastor 
in  difficulties — which  finally  became  so  unbearable  that  the  aid  of  the 
General  Court  was  invoked  to  put  an  end  to  them — as  elsewhere  stated. 
True,  the  Court,  after  a  long  examination  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
in  1043,  estopped  ^Ir.  Chaplin,  by  a  line  of  £11,  from  lilielling  ^Ir. 
Smith;  but  this  did  not  wholly  stop  him  from  further  annoying  the 
pastor  with  various  civil  suits,  which  again  compelled  the  Court's  inves- 
tigation. !Mr.  Smith  was  finally  exonerated  and  vindicated  by  the 
action  of  the  Court;  but  Chaplin  and  his  followers  allowed  him  not 
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much  quift — ami  rli()ii;;:li  niter  this  his  luinistrv  soouis  to  liavo  met  with 
no  serious  iutcrruptidii,  yet  it  i>  tlmiijilit  that  his  trials  prcycMl  up"ii 
his  health  and  hroujilit  hiui,  in  KUS,  pn'inaturcly  to  the  grave,  ''jivieved 
and  wearied  with  the  hurdens  of  his  eharije."  ^  Conoerning  his  per- 
sonality and  ministry,  we  have  already  spoken  fidly  in  Chapter  III. 
His  widow  married  Mr.  John  Ttnssell.  fatlier  of  the  Rev.  John  Russell, 
Jr.,  who  sneceeded  Mr.  Smith  in  tlie  Wethersfiehl  pastorate.  The 
descendants  of  the  tirst  minister  of  Wethersfiehl  are  fotuid  in  the  lilake- 
man,  Huxley  Loomis,  and  srmie  other  Connecticut  families;  and  in  the 
Wethersfiehl  Smith  family  of  the  present  day.  In  John  Cotton  Smith, 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  from  ISl.'MSl.'^,  and  son  of  the  Rev.  Cotton 
^Mather  Smith,  of  Sharon,  Ct.,  the  lines  of  descent  from  Rev.  Henry 
Smith  and  from  a  sister  of  Rev.  Cotton  blather  were  hoth  represented. 

Second  Pastor. — From  104S  to  1G50,  it  does  not  appear  what  for- 
mal invitations,  if  any,  the  Town  extended  to  other  ministers  to  supply 
the  vacant  pulpit.  It  is  supposed  that  the  Rev.  .Toirx  IIussklt.,  a  young 
man  then  residinjr  in  Wethersfiehl  with  his  father  (the  same  who  mar- 
ried ^[r.  Smith's  widow),  was  settled  as  ])astor  in  1G.')0.  Rut  he  may 
have  heen  settled  two  years  earlier.  Rorn  in  Euiiland,  he  had  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College  in  1G45,  and  had  resided  in  Candjridge,  .Mass., 
with  his  father,  for  a  few  years  prior  to  their  removal  to  Wethcrsfield. 
As  late  as  104S  he  was  a  constable  at  Cambridge,  and  probably  re- 
moved to  Wethcrsfield  the  same  year,  as  he  nuirried  there,  June  "28, 
1649,  ^lary,  the  daughter  of  the  Worshi])ful  John  Talcott,  one  of 
Hartford's  chief  settlers.  He  soon  attained  a  favorable  standing 
among  the  clergy  of  the  Connecticut  Colony ;  and  received  from  the 
General  Court  an  important  ajipointment  for  the  adjustment  of  grave 
doctrinal  points  of  discussion  then  agitating  the  Church.  The  early 
part  of  his  ministry  seems  to  have  passed  quietly;  but  he  and  his  church 
ultimately  became  involved  in  the,  so-called,  Hartford  controversy,  of 
which  Cotton  blather  pithily  observes,  "what  the  precise  nature  of  the 
controversy  was,  it  was  difficult,  even  at  tlie  time,  to  tell."-     It  is  sup- 


*  The  High  Churclinian  and  Tory,  Rev.  S.\mcel  Peters,  in  his  (burlpsque)  Hiatorii 
of  Coniiecticut,  1781,  gives  quite  a  ditTerent  view  of  Mr.  Smith;  which,  liowevor,  like 
most  of  his  statements  concerning  the  religious  and  political  affairs  of  the  Colony 
need  not  be  taken  too  seriously  by  tlie  reader.  He  says,  '"WethersHeld  was  settled  in 
1637,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  followers,  who  left  Watertown,  near  Boston, 
in  order  to  get  out  of  the  power  of  [Rev.]  Mr.  Cotton,  whose  severity  in  Xew 
England  exceeded  that  of  the  Bishops  in  Old  England.  But,  Mr.  Smith  did  not  discard 
the  spirit  of  prrsecution  as  the  sole  property  of  !Mr.  Cotton,  but  carried  with  him  a 
sufficient  quantity  to  distress  and  divide  his  little  flock." 

'  The  reader,  who  may  have  a  fancy  for  looking  more  deeply  into  this  ecclesiastical 
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posed,  liowevor,  to  havo  rcforrod  to  the  rcciiiriK-iil  rip;lits  of  the  clergy 
and  laity;  and,  so  irreconcilable  did  the  feu<l  Ixx-onie  that,  at  last,  Mr. 
Russell  and  the  niajnritv  of  his  church,  to^ctlicr  with  similar  mal- 
contents from  the  Hartford  and  \Viiid>oi-  Churches  (see  Chap.  Ill), 
resolved  to  remove  from  rhc  armosphcrc  of  conrentinii ;  ami,  in  Hi.")'.),  laid 
the  fonndations  of  a  new  town  and  church  at  IfadU'v,  Mass.  It  was  at 
his  house  there  that  the  rejiicide  judiics,  (Joffe  and  Whalley  were  so  long 
concealed  and  were  hurird  some  years  iipart.  upon  his  ground  and  (dos(>  to 
the  foundations  of  his  dwcdling."  Their  remains  were  found  a  few  years 
ago,  when  this  wall  was  removed  in  the  course  of  excavation  for  a  rail- 
road. ^Ir.  Ivussell  dii'd  in  .lannary,  ICiTO,  at  IIadl(>v.  Judd  says  of  him: 
"Mr.  Russell  at  Wetlu'rsfield,  was  anient  and  resolute,  hut  sometimes 
indiscreet,  and  he  had  warm  friends  and  powerful  opposers.  At  Iladley 
he  appears  to  have  been  an  active  and  faithful  ])astor.'"" 

Mr.  Russell's  residence  while  in  Werherstield  was  a  house  which  he 
bought  of  John  Fletcher  (  who  removed  to  Milford),  and  it  stood  on  the 
south  corner  formed  by  the  street  connecting  ^Main  and  iJroad  Streets — 
on  land  now  owned  by  Miss  ^M.  Xettie  Adams  of  Wetherstield. 

Third  Pastor. — Rkv.  John  (\)TTox,  Jr.  (son  of  the  distinguished 
divine  of  the  same  name,  at  JJoston),  was  next  called.  He  was  born  at 
Plymoiith,  .Mass.,  :12nd  of  March,  ir);3!)-40;  graduated  at  Harvard, 
1657;  and  i.cce|)ted  the  Wethersfield  call  February,  10.59-00,'  Samuel 
Martin  being  delegated  to  bring  him  u])  "from  the  Bay."  He  served 
the  Wetherstield  Church  until  100:5,  ami  from  thence  went  to  ^lartha'a 
Vin-eyard,  where  he  preached  to  the  Indians  in  their  own  language.  In 
1667,  he  removed  to  Plymouth,  where  he  remained  until  1007,  mean- 
while preaching  frecpiently  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  where  his  son-in-law. 
Dr.  Bray  Rossiter,  resided ;  and  two  of  ^Ir.  Cotton's  children  were 
born  in  Guilford.  From  Guilford  he  was  dismissed,  says  Savage, 
"under  very  unpleasant  circumstances" ;  was  settled  in  the  ministry  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1098,  and  died  there  of  yellow  fever,  18th  of 
September,  1099,  aged  00.' 


squabble,  will  do  well  and.  pcrliap';,  find  some  enlightenment  by  consulting  Judd'a 
Hust.  of  Hadley,  Mass.,   pp.  11-17. 

'Pres.  Stiles'  Hist,  of  Rcfjiridc  Jwlfics,  1704.  p.   108;   pp.   109-205. 

•  Judd'3  Hist,  of  Hadley,  p.  5.3. 

*Vi'eth.  Town  Votes.  I.,  p.  G2 ;  his  salary  to  be  £70.  free  house  rent,  p.  7fi. 

'  Pres.  Stiles  of  Y.  C.  (in  his  Dianj,  I..  217)  under  date  of  13  Mch..  1772.  says  of 
this  church,  "It  was  gathered  about  A.  D..  1700.  by  Rev.  !Mr.  Cotton  of  Plymouth, 
son  of  the  first  venerable  'Sir.  Cotton,  Teacher  at  Boston:  and  is  a  Congregational 
church,  and  called  the  New  England  Meeting,  not  because  it  was  composed  of  New 
England  settlers,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  gathered  by  Mr.  Cotton, 
a  New  England  Congregationalist,  its  first  pastor." 
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Fourth  Pastor. — He  was  siiccoocUmI  hy  the  Rpv.  Joski'h  IIavxks, 
(son  of  G(.)V.  Ilayiu's),  fallod  June  12,  KW')-";,'  a  jj;nuluato  of  Ilarvanl. 
His  wife  was  Sarali  (daiiglitor  of  Richard  and  prandson  of  Thomas, 
(the  Settlor)  Lord.  In  IfiC.-J-  he  aceepted  a  call  from  the  First  Coniirega- 
tional  Church  of  Hartford,  wliere  he  died,  ^lay  14-,  1G79,  aged  38. 

Rev.  TiioMAS  IJrc  Ki.xoiiA.M  was  called  hy  the  Town,  August  I'lth, 
1664-,  to  supply  the  i)uli)it  tomjxirarily.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
of  Xew  Haven  and  Milford,  and  uncle  of  the  Rev.  Thomas,  second 
pastor  of  the  Secoiul  Church  at  Hartford.  His  wife  was  Esther  Hos- 
mer,  of  Hartford.  In  HiTO.  he  was  called  to  Saybrook,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  Yale  College,  and  where  he  died  April 
1,  1700,  aged  G2. 

"At  a  Toune  fleeting,  Aug.  1.',  1(!(;4.  It  was  voted  and  agreed  by 
the  Town  of  WetherstieUl,  to  give  ^Ir.  Ruckingham  [then  residing  in 
Hartford]  20  shillings  per  week  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  to  come,  for 
his  help  in  the  ministry."'  Good\\'in's  Foote  General,  says,  "he  preached 
at  Wethersfield  a  few  Sabbaths  only,''  and  his  services  were  apparcMitly 
not  much  to  the  liking  of  that  community.  In  June,  10(34,  a  !Mr. 
Xathaniel  Brewster,  preacher  of  the  First  Church,  Roston,  had  been 
invited,  but  came  not ;'  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey,  of  Wey- 
mouih,  [Mass.,  was  also  invited  and  Samuel  iJoardman  was  desired 
by  the  Town  ''to  go  into  the  Ray"  and  "fetch"  him;'  but  this  distin- 
guished author  of  three  Election   Sermons  was  not  to  be   "fetched."' 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Willoughby  (or,  Willatd^ee),  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  was  invited  "on  trial"  in  September,  IGOl.  He  was  a  son  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  Francis  Willoughby;  and  probably  born  in  Eng- 
land. His  engagement  with  Wetherstield  ended  in  ilay,  IGGj;  fi'om 
there  he  went  to  Haddam  where  he  probably  died  about  IGGS.  [Good- 
win {Foote  Goical.)  thinks  he  was  taken  back  "to  the  Bay"  according  to 
previous  agreement,  at  the  expense  of  the  Town]. 

^leantime,  as  Mr.  Willoughby  had  agreed  to  stay  one  year  only,  the 
Rev,  Samuel  Wakenian,  of  Fairfield  (son  of  Rev.  John,  of  Xew  Haven), 
was  invited,  IGG.").'  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  and  much  es- 
teemed. He  preached  the  Election  Sermon  at  Llartford,  in  1GS5. 
"Without  being  settled,  as  far  as  can  be  learned,  he  must  have  preached 
in  Wethersfield,  mitil  the  spring  of  IGGO. 


'  Ibid.,  p.  77. 

'-Weth.  Toiin  Votes,  I.,  p.  81. 

'Ibid.,  p.  80. 

'  Ibid.,  p.  82.    Ibid.,  p.  SI. 

^  Ibid.,  p.  87. 
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Fifth    Pa.stor.~TW    \V..rlu.r>,i..l,l    p,.,,,.].,    ,i,,,l   .,f   -,o,up„nu-v  .u,v 
phes     to  tlK-ir  jn.lpit,   l.a.l,   l.y   this   ti.no,  cviclonrlv   -sot   thoir  lioart^" 
upon  socurino-  ]>,,,    (u,.■s„..^,    I!,  ..km.kv,  ..f   Xow    Lon,l..n.   :,<   rhoir 
pasto,,  :nul   to  luni.   th..   Tnun,   o,,  Juno   14th,    l.;.i+,   sour    Mr.   J„.i.h 
Willard  and  Sann.ol  Halo,  uirl,  an  invitation  to  sottio  horo  at  a  ..larv 
of  "fourscoro  pounds"  por  annum.     Ilo  d.vlinod.     On  tl,o  ;;rd  of   fu]"v 
folluwino;,  tho  Toun  .■op..at..d  ilu- ,.,11,  otlorin^  U(H)  salarv    a  l.ou~o    rho 
nse  of  the  co.un.on   lands,  and   tran>pomf ion  for  his  hou-^ohol.l  .-/.od^ 
1  he  niosson^ors,    M..>.rs.    (.I.,hn     0    f1u>stor   an.l    Sainuol    iJoardn.an 
who  wore  ontrustod  with  tho  T.^un's  l,.ttor  convovin^  this  olfor  to   ^[r' 
Lulkcley,  reported  on  their  rot.nn,  ,l„lv  .'Jnl,  that  Mv.   litdkolov  w,.uM 
not  come  unless  some  assistance  in  tho  ministry  oonid  he  provided  for 
hnn,  by  the  Town.    Tlie  Kev.  Sammd  .Stow,  the  first  pastor  at   \riddh- 
town,  wliere  he  had  been  s,.ttlo<i  in  Ki:.:!.  (and  son  of  John  of  j;,,xl,urv  ) 
^'as  also  invited  l.y  the  \^-o,horsriold  people  -to  ho  helpful  in  tho  work 
of  the   ministry  '    an.on..   thou,,    hut   eould    not   be    induced    to   accer.t 
the    call.       ^\^u.reupon,     th<.    Town    voted    to    employ    Mr     SvMt4 
bTOXE,  Jr.,  of  Hartford,  as  such  assistant,  or  collea^juJ;  an.l  at  a  .uh-e- 
quent  meeting,,  their  pr,.vi<,ns  ofiVr   to   Mr.    Tiulkohn-  was  moditied   to 
£-0  per  annum,  and  £4U  to  Mr.  Stone,  and  the  neo-Jriations  were  satis- 
luctorily  ended.' 

September  17th,  lOO:,  ,ho  Town  formally  voted  that  Messr-  Hulk- 
eley  and  Stone  were  "approved"  of,  as  "fit  an<l  able  men  to  he  ofl^c-ors 
of  the  Church  in  this  place."  Ilonce,  we  may  infer  that  thov  had 
already  served  some  months  <ni  trial.  On  the  4th  of  Xovemher  VU\:  the 
Town  voted  that  Mr.  Bulkeley  "should  lune  the  use  ami  hon'otir  of  the 
housing  and  homestead  that  he  lir.fh  upon,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
parsonage  land."  -^     In  tho  following  March,  his  permanent  salary  was 

f.cn  i^'°\^"  ^'''^"'''  "^ '''■''  '^''  ^^"'^  "'''"'^^  f''^  P--^->^'^-  and 
in  lObU,  ins  salary  was  raised  to  £100. 

And  yet,  in  spite  of  all  this  desire  to  secure  Mr.  Bulkeloy-s  presence 
among  them  and  to  ensure  his  comfort  and  perfect  satisfaoiiou  ir  does 
not  seem  that  he  had  formally  taken  office  in  the  Wethersfield Church 
nntil  some  time  in  1CG8  ;  for,  on  the  .3th  of  May  in  that  vear.  the  vote 
o^hejown  was  that  he  sh.mld  have  sixscore  acres  of  land  at  I)i^•idond 

^Welh.  Toun  Votes,  I.,  p.  94.  ,     i 

'Ibid.,  p.  90,  voted  to  give  Mr.  B.  £90  and  .Mr.  S.  £40.  :  '  .  ■•  • 

"November  the  4tli.   KIG? 
At  a  Towne  meetinrj.   tl.e  Co.nmittee  sent  to  Mr.   B,u-klev  .^nd  Mr    Stone  made 
rotume   to   the   Towne;    and    it   was   voated   and    .ranf.!    tliat    Mr     Stone      or    h! 
incouragement  to  settle  amongst  us  in  tho  .orke  of  the  n.inist.v.  '.shouTd  ha  "     t 
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Brook,  "If  lir  take  otlicc  in  the  Chnri'li."  To  thi.'^,  in  1G70,  the  Town 
added  20  acres.  When  his  hiiid  t-anif  to  l)c  h\i(l  out  in  severalty,  in 
1671,  it  was  stated  \o  he  140  acres,  in  one  tract. 

Sixth  (niuJ  CuUcn(jii(')  Paslor. — Th(^  Rev.  Samtkl  Stoxk,  who  was 
called  to  he  ^Ir.  Ihilkelov's  a>>isrant,  in  April,  IfiGO,  was  a  son  of  the 
distingin.shed  cleriivnian  (if  the  same  name,  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
at  Hartford,  and  was  horn  in  It;:',:',.  Ho  pr<ihal)ly  entered  upon  his 
duties  with  youtlifnl  eneriry,  and  that  his  .services  were  acceptal)le,  hoth 
to  his  senior  and  iu  tlie  Town,  is  evident  from  tin;  records,  which  show 
that  their  interests  were  equally  well  considered  in  the  matter  of  set- 
tlement. IjUt  he  nrailually  developed  liahits  of  dissipation,  and  of 
too  great  fondness  for  licjuor,  which  prohaldy  rendered  him  la.\  in  his 
duties — for,  in  ^lav,  lOTH,  the  Gtnieral  Court  felt  ohlii^ed  to  order 
him  to  assist  ^Ir.  liulkeley  in  the  ministry,  hecauso  the  latter  was 
ovenvorkcd ;  and  from  that  time  on,  it  is  not  prohahle  that  he  was  of 
much  use  to  the  Town,  inasmuch  as,  after  April,  1077,  we  find  that 
(^[r.  Bulkelcy  ha  vino-  i-osigned  in  the  previous  year)  the  care  of  the 
Wetherstield  Church  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Jose])h  liowland.son. 
Mr.  Stone,  whose  chief  merit,  perhaps,  was  that  he  was  '"the  son  of 
his  father,"  went  his  way,  from  had  to  wor**^,  imtil  his  death  (unmar- 
ried), Octoher  S,  1G!»3,  (not  lOS:],  as  Savage  hath  it),  caused  hy  a  fall, 
while  into.xicatcd,  from  the  bank  of  rhe  Little  River,  in  Hartford,  closed 
his  imhappy  career. 

Meantime,  both  parsonage  and  nieeriuii  house  had  been  largely  im- 
proved. In  the  King  Philip's  Indian  War  (1675-70),  ^Ir.  Bulkcley 
served  both  as  chaplain  and  surgeon  of  the  e.xpoditionary  forces — being 
evidently  the  most  competent  surgeon  of  the  campaign.  His  grist- 
mill at  Dividend  was  limning  as  early  as  1070,  and  in  107S,  the  Town 
opened  a  public  road  to  it,  and  granted  him  1.10  acres  more  of  land. 


\ise  of  tlire  acres  of  grasse  frround  in  the  p.irsonage  lot,  next  to  the  meadow  j^ate, 
on  that  side  next  to  Mr.  Blackleech  his  lot,  durinjj  hi.s  continuance  here  in  that 
worke;  and  that  Mr.  Buckly,  for  his  incimrarfpin'ent,  should  have  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  housinj:  and  homestead  that  he  liveth  upon,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  parsonage  land,  'during-  his  continuance  here  in  Wetiicrsfield,  in  tiie  worke  of 
the  ministrj". 

"It  was  allso  voated  and  granted — that  Mr.  Buckly  and  Mr.  Stone  sliould  have 
eleven  score  acres  of  land,  betwixt  thcni,  about  the  mouth  of  Diuidend  Brook, 
abutting  upon  the  Great  River,  l.ving  in  a  square,  adjoyning  to  Middletowne  bounds; 
that  is  to  say:  that  Mr.  Bulkly  shall  haue  six  score  acres  of  land  there,  and  Mr. 
Stone  one  hundred  acres;  for  tlienisclves.  and  their  hcires,  forever;  upon  condition 
that  they  shall  settle  as  ollicers  to  the  Church  here  in  Wethersfilcd  during  their 
lives." 

^Ihid.,  p.  102. 
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In  OctoI>or,  Ii'mI'),  ^Ir.  Ihilkoloy  ^imnht  a  (Ii>inissal  fr"ni  hi>  clorieal 
functions,  l:ir;:('l_v  on  a  plea  of  impairod  licaltli,  especially  "\,y  reason  <>f 
the  weakness  of  h's  voice, "  arising  from  his  e.\])osnres  in  the  recent 
Indian  canii)aiirii.  He  ceased — |irob;d)]y  hy  If.TT — to  C'lntinno  his 
ministerial  duties,  which  had  hceu  ju-rforined  hy  the  Rev.  Joski'U 
RowLAXDsox  (  S'inieliines  wrirteu  Kauiin-on),  since  ahnut  A]>ril  of  that 
vear.  After  his  \vith<lra\val  his  time  seems  to  have  heen  larirely  devoted 
to  the  practice  of  medicine  (his  name  thereafter  usually  appearing  upon 
the  records  with  th(>  prefix  of  "Doct'."').  He  was  noted  for  his  scliohir- 
ship  and  fur  hi-!  knowledge  of  Law.  Thenlugy  and  ^^ledicine.  lie  also 
took  a  lively  int(>rest  in  "Wetlu-rstield  affairs,  and  in  Colonial  politics, 
and  wrote  several  treatises,  especially  one  puhlished  in  1G'J2,  entitled 
"Will  and  Du(nii."  in  which  he  gave  tree  vent  to  his  ultradoyalist 
sentiments. 

He  resided  duriuir  the  last  47  years  of  his  active  life  in  Wethers- 
field,  his  hou.-e  heing  on  the  east  side  of  Broad  Street,  h>cated  very 
nearly  on  the  site  of  the  home  of  Levi  Warner's  heirs.  It  was  the  site, 
also,  of  the  house  of  Capt.  Ri^hert  Seely,  the  Settler.  Ur.  Chapin 
{Glaslon.  C'ciilcim..  ]i.  40),  is  in  error  in  supposing  that  ^Ir.  Bulkeley 
removed  ro  the  east  side  of  the  iJiver,  after  hi*  '-eturn  from  King 
Philip's  War,  and  "conrinued  there  over  .']()  years."  lie  died  in 
Glastonhury,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Dorothy,  widow  of  Thomas 
Treat.  In  his  wilL  dated  May  l'i'>,  1712,  he  calls  himself  "Gershom 
Bnlkley,  of  Wetherstiidd,  alia.<t  G.  Ihilkley  of  Glastonhury."  He  was 
then  77  years  old,  and,  as  he  himself  says,  very  feehle;  had  "walked 
more  than  twenty  years  on  the  very  mouth  of  the  Grave.''  This  exphiins 
why  he  did  not  get  hack  to  his  home,  and  why  his  residence  was  sup- 
posed, by  CJiiii/in  and  others,  to  have  l)een  in  Glastonhury.  lie  died 
December  2nd,  of  the  following  year,  his  wife  having  died  some 
years  before.  In  his  will,  he  lieqneaths  his  law  hooks,  includ 
ing  his  manuscript  notes  from  (Joke's  Institutes,  to  his  son, 
Edward,  of  Wethersheld  (Rocky  Hill)  :  to  his  son,  John,  minister  at 
Colchester,  he  gave  his  theological  works,  including  nninuscripts  of  his 
father  and  grandfather;  and,  to  his  grandson,  Richard  Treat,  his 
works  on  medicine  and  chemistry,  including  some  in  the  Latin,  Greek 
and  Dutch  languages — some  of  which  latter  volumes  are  now  in  the 
library  of  Trinity  College.  Ilis  remains  lest  in  the  Old  Burying 
Groimd  of  Wetherstield.  under  a  stone  table-monument,  on  which  is 
engraved  the  following  inscription:  "He  was  honorable  in  his  descent] 
of  rare  abilities,  extraordinary  inihi-trv,  excellent  in  learning.  '  master 
of  many  langtuiges,  |  exqni-ite  in  his  skill  |  in  divity,  physic  and  law;  ] 
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and  of  a  most  exemplary  |  and  |  Christian  life,     hi  ccvfam  .^-pem  bcntoe 
resuircction  is  re  posit  us." 

Some  of  .Mr.  Jiiilkelcy's  deseciidantrt  are  in  Wctliersfield  today,  but 
most  of  them  are  in  otlier  plaees.  lion.  Morgan  G.  Dulkely,  once  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  the  late  Lieutenant-Governor,  W.  11. 
Bulkely,  were  lineal  descendants  <.f  Gerslu.m,  throui>h  his  son,  the 
Rev.  John  P>ulkely,  of  Colchester.  Further  notice  of  this  eniinent 
Wetherstield  citizen  will  he  found  in  Chapters  V  and  VII,  and  in  the 
Bulkely  Gcncal.,  in  our  Second  Volume. 

Rev.  Gershom  P>ulkeley's  published  writings  were: 

1.  The  People's  Uiijht  to  Election,  or  Alteration  of  Government  in 
Connecticut,  argnuMl  in  a  Letter,  by  Gershom  IJulkeley,  Esq.,  one  of 
their  :Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  Phila- 
delphia.    Printed  by  Assigners  of  William  P>radford,  anno  1GS9.     4  to., 

pp.  18. 

2.  V/ill  and  Doom:  or  the  ^Sfiseries  of  Coiuiecticut  by  and  under  an 
Usurped  and  Arbitrary  Power.  Written  in  1G92.  Pub.  in  Conn. 
Hist.  Soe.  Collections,  Vol  ITL  pp.  70--2n!).     Hartford,  1S!)5. 

3.  A  pamphlet  published  at  Xew  York,  1G94,  entitled  "Some  Sea- 
sonable CousiJerations  for  the  Hood  People  of  Co.inedicut,"  is  said 
to  have  been  written  by  Bulkeley.  This  pam])hlet  brought  out  an  an- 
swer, with  the  title 

Their  Majesties  Colonij  in  Connecticut  in  New  Enrjland  Vindicated 
from  the  Abuses  of  a  Pamphlet.  Licensed  and  Printed  at  ^e\v  York, 
1694".  Intitled,  Some  Seasonable  Considerations  for  the  Good  People 
of  Connecticut.  By  an  Answer  Thereunto.  See  Conn.  Hist.  Soc.  Col- 
lections. Vol.  I,  pp.  83-130. 

Seventh  Pastor.— Tlov.  Joseph  Rowi.axdsox,  who  had  been  called 
from  his  home  at  "Lancaster,  in  the  P>ay  Colony,"  by  a  vote  taken  at 
the  "borough  meeting,"  April  7.  IGTT,  was  born  in  England  and  was 
the  only  graduate  of  Harvard,  in  the  class  of  1G52,  being  in  himself  the 
whole  of  that  class;  he  had  been  the  first  settled  minister  at  Lancaster, 
in  165G,  and  on  the  10th  of  February,  IGTG,  while  he  was  absent 
from  home,'  the  town  was  surprised  and  burned  by  the  Indians  and 
his  wife  and  three  children  were  captured.     The  youngest  child  died  a 


^  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  Magnolia,  Book  VII,  Chap.  VI,  Sec.  II,  "The  worthy 
minister  of  the  Town,  :Mr.  liohindson,  ha.l  been  to  Boston,  to  intercede  for  some 
speedy  succors;  and  tliou-h  by  this  journey  from  home,  he  was  himself  preserved,  yet 
at  his  return  he  found  his  House  on  fire,  his  aoo'li  and  liooh'^  all  burned,  and  which 
was  worse,  his  ^Vi|c  and  CItildrci,.  and  Xeinhbors,  in  the  Hands  of  the  worst  Bar- 
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few  clays  after,  in  coiiseiiuciK-e  uf  WDund.s  receivfil ;  but  the  otlicr  two, 
with  their  nidthcr,  were  raiisiniied.       He  was  installed  at  Wethersfield, 

1677,  on  a  salary  of  £100  jkm-  year,  and  tlie  nse  of  the  "parsonage 
lands  and  h<juses,"  and  a  fiirther  settlement  of  £100  to  be  paid  within 
five  years  after  his  eoinini*',  in  annual  installments  of  £'2'>  per  year,  for 
five  years.  He  died  at  Wethersfield,  Xovember  24,  1G7S,  leavinjr  some 
descendants.  His  wife  was  Mary  (  dauiihfer  of  John)  White,  of  Lan- 
caster; the  Town  of  WotIior>ficl(l  vnt('(l  hi-  widow  an  "alluwaiice  of 
£30  per  year  so  lon^r  as  she  remains  a  widow  among  us.''  ^Ir.  Row- 
landson  liv<'d  in  a  house  which  he  bought  of  Lieutenant  John  ]5utt<ilph, 
and  which  the  latter  i)onght  of  Deacon  John  Coleman,  who  removed 
to  Hatfield,  ^lass.  It  stood  on,  or  near,  the  X.  W.  corner  of  ^lain  Street, 
and  the  street  e.xtending  by  the  meeting  house  to  Broad  Street,  about 
where  the  house,  lately  of  E.  ^1.  Shepardson's  stands. 

Mr.  Rowlandson's  published  works  were: 

1.  The  PossihUihj  of  (rod's  Forsakuifj  a  People,  That  have  hern  Y isl- 
hly  Near  ami  Dear  to  lliin,  together  with  the  [Misery  of  a  People  thus 
Forsaken,  set  forth  in  a  Sermon  [ireached  at  Weathersfield,  Xov.  21, 

1678.  Being  a  Day  of  Fast  and  Humiliation.  B<jston,  10S2,  16  mo. 
Preface  pp.  (3)  signed  B.  W. ;  and  Text  22. 

The  same  reprinted  in  t'^ouicr's  Tracts,  ed.  1S12,  viii,  582. 

2.  The  Sovereignty  £■  Goodness  of  God.  A  Xarrative  of  the  Cap- 
tivity and  liestoration  of  ^Irs.  ]\[arv  Rowlandson,  wife  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Rowlandson.     Boston,  1CS2,  S  vo.,  pp.  73. 

3.  Mary  Roivlandson.  Account  of  Iter  Captivity  and  Siiffrvings  by 
the  Indians,  and  her  Restoration.     Boston,  177;',  12  rao.,  pp.  40. 

The  first  edition  was  printed  in  16S2,  and  had  not  less  than  20 
editions,  of  which  the  following  are  noted  : 

1.  A  Xarrative  of  the  Captivity,  Sufferings  and  Removes  of  Mrs. 
Marv  Rowlandson,  who  ^^•as  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians  with  several 
others  and  treated  in  the  most  barbarous  and  cruel  manner  by  those 
vile  savages.  With  many  other  remarkable  events  during  her  travels. 
Wood-cut  on  title.     12  mo.,  Boston,  1773. 

2.  An  edition  with  similar  title,  12  mo.,  Boston,  1794. 

3.  Another — title  partly  similar — "Written  by  herself.  18  mo., 
boards.      Lancaster,  1828. 


barians  in  the  world.  Tliis  pood  man,  like  David  at  Ziklap.  yet  believed,  for  the 
Recoverj-  of  his  Relations  ont  of  tlio^e  horrible  Hands,  which  about  four  or  five  months 
after  was  accomplished  with  wonderful  Di^pen-^ations  of  Divine  Providence,  whereof 
the  Gentlewoman  herself  has  given  us  a  Printed  Xarrative," 
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4.  Another,  vith  almost  similar  titlo,  ''Written  by  her  own  hand/' 
12  mo.,  cloth.     Reprinted,  Boston,  1856. 

Eighth  Pastor. — Rev.  Joiix  Wooduhidce,  the  next  incumbent,  was 
called  and  settled  in  IGT'J,  at  a  salary  of  £100  per  year.  He  was  a 
son  of  Rev.  John  Woodbridjie,  who  came  from  Stanton,  Wiltshire, 
England,  in  1G:U,  and  settled  at  Xewbury,  ^Mass.,  in  1G:)5 ;  and  who 
was  himself  the  son  of  another  Rev.  John,  a  celebrated  Xon-Conformist 
in  England.  The  mother  of  Jolin,  Jr.,  was  a  daughter  of  Governor 
Dudley,  of  [Massachusetts.  The  Wetlierstield  i)astor  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1GG4-;  preached  at  Andover  in  IGGC),  and  at  Windsor,  in  1GG8; 
is  said  to  have  been,  previous  to  his  call  to  Wethersfield,  settled  at 
Killingworth,  Conn.,  IGGG.'  His  younger  brother,  Rev.  Timothy,  was 
settled  at  Hartford,  in  1085;  and  tlie  whole  family  was  and  has  ever 
been  remarkably  strong  in  clergymen,  of  more  than  average  ability. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  pleased  Weatherstield  so  well  that,  in  1G8('),  the  Town 
gave  him  200  acres  of  land,  being  a  tine  farm,  within  the  limits  of  the 
present  Xewington.'  He  had  already,  in  l(i80.  bought  from  Josiah  Gil- 
bert and  his  wife,  Rebecca,  the  house  which  the  latter  had  iuiieritcd 
from  her  father,  John  Harrison;  and  which  stood  on  the  corner  now  oc- 
cupied b^'  the  store  of  ^Ir.  Damcry,  corner  of  Iligli  Street  and  Sandy 
Lane.  He  served  his  Church  well  until  his  death,  in  1G!)1  ;  and  Cotton 
Mather,  in  his  Magnalia,  thus  mentions  him :  ''Whiting  of  Hartford, 
WooDnRiDGE  of  Wethersfield,  Wakeman  of  Fairfield  will  never  l)e  for- 
gotten till  Connecticut  Colony  do  forget  itself  and  all  religion.''  His 
widow  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  Town ; '  and  his  son  John  was  set- 
tled as  a  pastor  at  Springfield,  ^lass.     See,  also.  Chapter  XIX. 


^Wethersfield  Toun  Votes,  I.,  p.  171. 

"At  the  same  meeting  [March  2.5th,  IGSO],  it  was  voated  that  Mr.  Woodbridge 
[Rev.  John]  should  have  fowr  scoar  load  of  wood  by  way  of  rate,"  etc. 

■'Wethersfield  Toun  Vutes,  I,  p.  104,  Dec.  2Sth,  108.3. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  was  given  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  laid  out  by 
iSerg.  John  Robbins.  Emanuel  Buck  and  Bonj.  Cluirehill,  ''in  a  convenient  (dace,  both 
for  suteing  Mr.  Woodbridge  and  where  the  town  can  .'spare  it."  (This  was  laid 
out  at  the  north  end  of  Cow  Plain). 

'His  widow  remained  in  Wethersfield  for  some  years  after  his  death,  during  which 
she  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  Town.  The  Book  of  Town  Votes  records  under 
date  of  25  Dec,  IGO.T,  a  grant  of  £20  "for  her  comfort  and  maintenance;  in  Dec, 
1694,  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  "hire  a  convenient  house  for  ^Irs.  Woodbridge  for 
the  next  yr. — the  rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Town";  in  1096,  a  similar  pension  for  that 
yr. ;  in  1697,  a  grant  of  £15  for  "her  encouragement  and  maintenance";  in  1693, 
a  similar  sum  of  £20,  and  Dec,  1701,  the  sum  of  £12.  She  finally  reniovetl  to 
Simsburj',  where  she  d.  prob.  at  the  home  of  her  eld.  son,  Rev.  Dudley,  pa>tor  of 
that  Town,  in   1710. 
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Ninth  (and  Collcmjiir)  Pastor. — Duriiii;  the  last  fow  years  of  Mr, 
Woodbri(l;^e'.s  luiiiist rv  and  wlieii  his  dcclinini!:  health  rendered  him 
unequal  to  the  dischar^^ic  nf  his  duties,  Rev.  William  Pautiuuge 
(Patrick)  was  eniployed  (Auiiiist,  KlDl),  as  an  assistant.  He  was  the 
son  of  C(.l.  Saiuiicl  Partridi:e,  of  Ilattic'ld,  and  his  wife,  ^lehitabel, 
daughter  of  John  Crowe,  one  of  the  rirst  settli-rs  of  Hartford;  he  was 
born  Xovemher  IC,  ICOl),  and  iiraduafed  at  Ilarvanl,  1080.  After 
}>[t.  Woodbridiie's  death  he  was  •'fully  sctfletl"  by  tin-  Town,  and  in  the 
foUowini;  year  he  was  ,2,rante<l  1.jU  acres  of  the  Town's  land.  He  did 
not  lonji'  live  to  enjoy  his  ]H)sition,  for,  probably  while  on  a  visit,  he 
died  at  Walliunford,  SepreudKu-  -'4-,  1W.'>,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
four. 

Tenth  Pastor. — The  liev.  Stkimikx  Alix  was  the  next  in  order, 
in  the  succession  of  those  who  had  been  settled  or  "called"  to 
the  Wethersfield  pulpit.  Tie  was  destined  to  remain  very  much 
longer  with  his  tiock  than  any  of  his  predecessors  had  done.  lie 
was  the  youngest  child  of  Thomas  'SUx,  of  Xew  Haven,  his  mother 
being  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Ca])t.  Xatlianiel  Turner,  of  the  same  place.' 
He  was  born  l«t  Xovember,  1072  and  was  graduat'^d  a*^  Harvard  in 
1G90.  Upon  (he  death  of  ^Ir.  Partridge,  in  1G9;J,  .\Ir.  Mix  was  calle<l 
to  Wethersfield;  Dr.  Gershom  Eulkeley,  Capt.  John  Chester,  John 
Chester,  Jr.,  Capt.  Robert  Welles  (grandson  of  Gov.  Thomas),  Deacons 
John  Deming  and  William  Warner,  being  the  committee  (truly  a  dis- 
tinguished ami  representative  one)  sent  by  the  Town  to  arrange  the 
matter.  On  Dec.  1,  UJOG,  he  married  Mary  (daughter  of  Rev.  Solomon) 
Stoddard  of  Xortliampton,   ^la.ss.''     In   1G1)7,  he  began  to  record   the 


'Capt.  Turner  was  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1C30,  rem.  thence  to  New  Haven.  1G38;  and 
was  lost  at  sea  in  ^Ir.  Laniberton's  sliip,  wliicli  sailed  from  Xew  Haven,  in  Jan., 
104G,  as  was  likewise  Tlics.  tiref;son.  of  the  same  place,  whose  dau.  Phebe  afterwards 
became  the  wife  of  Rev.  .John  Russell,  .Jr.,  second  sett,  minister  of  Wethersfield  and 
Ist  minister  of  Hailley,  Mass., — bcinfj  at  the  time  of  her  mar.  the  wid.  of  Rev.  J(jhn 
Whitney,  dec'd,  third  minister  of  Hartford,  C't. 

'  Goodwin,  in  his  Foote  Gcnealogi/,  preserves  the  following;  account  of  Mr. 
Mix's  Courtship,  taken,  as  he  says  from  the  JIss.  of  .Judge  Franklin  Comstock,  dec'd 
of  Wethersfield. 

"Soon  after  his  settlement,  Mr.  Mix  made  a  journey  to  Northampton,  in  search 
of  a  wife.  On  his  arrival  at  Rev.  Solomon  .Stoddard's,  lie  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  object  of  his  visit,  and  informed  him  that  tlie  pressure  of  duties  at  lionie  made  it 
necessary  that  he  sliouhl  proceed  with  all  possible  speed.  .Mr.  .Stoddard  immediately 
took  him  into  the  room  where  his  daujrhters  were,  and  introthiccil  him  to  Mary, 
Esther,  Cliristiana,  Sarah,  Rebecca  and  Hannah,  and  retired.  Mr.  Mi.\  lost  no  time 
in  proceedinfj  to  business;  but  addressing;  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  said  he  had 
latel}'  been  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Wethersfield  and  was  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
wife,  and  concluded  bj'  olTering   lier   his   heart  and   hand.     Site  blushingly,   replied, 


REV.     STEPHEN     MIX. 


331 


ineml)€r.slup  of  his  clmrfli,  tlio  birrlis,  iiKirria^^cs  and  deaths  as  they 
occurred,  togotlicr  wirli  other  meiimraiKhi.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  diary, 
a  little,  faded  and  frayed  inannscriitt,  now  in  the  pitssessiou  of  tlie 
Clerk  of  the  Chureli  and  is  the  oldest  existing  record  kept  hy  any  of 
the  ministers  of  the  First  Cluireh  of  Wetherstiehl.  A  ])ortion  of  its 
entries  are  in  sliortliaml,  the  key  to  wliich  has  not  yet  heen  discovered. 
Mr.  !Mix  lived  in  a  htmse  which  stond  ahout  wIkmt  th(>  late  Judge 
Mitchell's  house  was — a  few  mds  norfii  of  the  present  store.  It  was 
one  of  the  six  houses,  ordered  hy  the  Town,  in  1704,  to  he  "'fortified" 
for  purposes  of  common  defense.  In  1711,  the  Governor  and  Council 
allowed  him  £'^-C^d.  as  indemnity  for  goods  taken  hy  the  Colonial 
Conunissariat  for  the  then  recent  expedition  against  Canada.  After 
an  acceptahlc  service  in  tiie  ministry  at  AVetherstield  for  forty-four 
years,  he  died  there,  :^.s  August,  17;j8.  The  stone  table  over  his  grave 
contains  the  following  inscription: 

Here  lies  Interred  the  Hody 
,.-   •  of  the  Rev.  ^Ir.   Stkimik.v  ^Iix, 

late  pastor  of  the  first  church 
in  Wetliersfield  ;  aii  ahle  .Min- 
ister, born  in  Xew  Haven,  and 
Educated  at  Cambridge  College; 
who  having  served  his  gene- 
ration, by  the  Will  of  God, 
fell  asleep,  August  2Sth, 
1738,  In  the  Gr.tli  year 
of  his  age,  and  44th  of 
his  Ministrv. 


that  the  proposition  was  as  unexpected  as  it  was  important,  and  required  time  for 
consideration.  He  replied  that  lie  was  not  insensible  of  the  solemnity  of  the  mar- 
riage covenant,  and  was  gratified  to  discover  her  unwillingness  to  enter  into  it,  with- 
out suitable  time  for  reflection; — that,  in  order  to  give  her  an  opportunity  to  re- 
flect upon  the  subject,  he  would  walk  into  the  other  room  and  smoke  a  pipe  with 
her  father  and  she  could  report  to  him.  Having  smoked  a  pipe  and  sent  a 
message  to  Mary  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  her  answer,  she  came  into  the  room 
and  asked  for  further  time  for  consideration.  He  replied  that  she  could  reflect 
longer  upon  the  subject,  and  communicate  her  decision  by  letter,  addressed  to  him 
at  W'ethersfield.  A  few  weeks  afterwards,  he  received  the  following  laconic  epistle, 
which  concluded  the  court'^liip  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  marriage. 

Northampton,    1G90. 
"Rev.  Stephen  Mix. 

Yes. 

Mary  Stoddard." 
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His  funeral  bennou  was  preached  by  Kev.  Simon  Backus,  of  Xew- 
ington.  The  hito  Chief  Justice  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  whose  house 
on  nearly  the  same  site  as  that  (if  his  ancestor  was  demolislied  a  few 
years  ago,  was  a  grandson  of  this  vcnerahle  minister. 

In  1701,  the  Town  granted  .Mr.  .Mix  tifty  acres  of  land  of  the 
common  known  as  the  "Mih'  in  iJreailtli,"  th(>  tract  thus  given  ad- 
joining the  Middlctdwu  line  un  the  Miuth  and  situate  in  Beckley's 
Quarter — now  in  IJerlin.  lu  17i!.">.  his  sahiiy  was  tl-_'0  per  annum, 
together  witli  a  supply  ()f  fuel  and  the  use  <if  the  parsotuige  lands.  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  last  change  made  in  ir. 

]\rr.  !Mix,  August  li'th,  17."]S,  conveye*!  to  his  son  Elisha  all  his 
Wethersheld  and  ^[iddletown  laiuis,  in  consideration  that  he  pay  all 
his  father's  just  debts  and  "furnishes  all  his  sisters  with  a  set  of  all 
the  books  tlu^  IJev.  ^Ir.  Soloman  St(jddard  of  Xoi'thampton,  put  fortli, 
excepting  those*  that  any  of  them  liave  already."  The  books  referred 
to  were  mostly  of  a  religious  and  controversial  character,  and  printed 
xn  London.     (See  Si)rague's  Anna/s  of  the  Anioican  Pulpit.) 

One  of  the  most  graceful  writers  of  onr  own  day,  Donald  Gr-vxt 
MiTCHKi.1.  ("Tk  ]\rarvel")  is  a  <lescendant  of  this  V^r.  Stoddard,  through 
his  daughter  ^lary,  wife  of  Kev.  Stejjh.  ^lix;  tlirough  his  daughter 
Rebecca,  wife  of  James  ^litchell,  of  Wetherstield ;  througli  his  grand- 
son Judge  Stephens  Mix  Mitchell,  of  Wetherstield;  through  his  son 
Rev.  Alfred  ^Mitchell.  The  distinguished  Jonathan  Edwards  was  a 
grandson  of  ^[r.  Stoddard,  and  preached  his  funeral  sermon. 

^[r.  Mix's  oidy  publishcil  work  was  The  Siihslnnre  of  Two  Scnnons 
Occasioned  by  a  Terrible  Earth fjiinl-e  in  New  Enr/land  and  other  parts 
of  Northern  America,  October  2'),  1727;  delivered  at  Wetherstield,  Xo- 
vembcr  5th  and  12th.  X"ew  London,  172S,  10  mo.  pp.  230.  (See 
Chapter  XVIT,  of  this  work.) 

!Mr.  ^[ix  also  delivere<l  the  Eleclion  Ser)non  in  Connecticut,  ^lay 
8,  1735.  A  copy  was  requested  for  ]iul)lication,  but  no  evidence  is 
found  that  it  was  ever  published. 

In  1735,  and  perhaps  earlier,  it  had  become  necessary,  on  account 
of  Mr.  !Mix's  "often  infirmities,"'  f(jr  the  Blrst  Society  (which  now 
conducted  parochial  matters  in  ])lace  of  the  Town)  to  employ  assistance 
for  him,  and  their  choice  f(dl  upon 

Eleventh  Pastor,  !Mr.  Ja.mi:s  Lockwood,  as  an  assistant;  and  as 
such  he  served  for  several  months.  Alicmt  a  week  before  !Mr.  [Mix's 
death,  a  eonmiittee  waited  upon  ^Ir.  Lockwood  to  ask  that  he  would 
preach  a  year  on  trial.  But  ]\Ir.  Mix's  death  accelerated  matters  and 
on  the  first  day  of  Xovembcr,  173S,  he  was  formally  invited  to  become 
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the  settled  pastor,  to  l.o  paid  £700  on  settlement  and  an  annual 
allowance  of  £220,  tin-  latter  sum  l)ein-  increased  in  the  f-dlowing 
month  to  £250.  On  the  21st  <lay  ..f  December,  .Mr.  Lockwood  si-n.tied 
his  acceptance  of  the  call.  The  contract  for  settlement  pn.vid.d  f.r 
a  return  of  the  £100  settlement  money,  if  the  pastor  should  embrace 
or  hold  "any  doctrine  or  tenet,  or  practice  in  such  u.dawf.d  manner 
as  should  render  him,  in  y^  ju-lgment  of  the  ministers  of  y*^  Asso- 
ciation to  which  I  belong,  untit  for  a  gospel  minister  to  said  suciety. 
The  ordinatinu  serm-n  was  ],reached  February  28,  1730,  by  r.ev.  W  m. 
Kussell,  of  Middletown;  ^charges"  of  the  <n-diuation,  paid  by  the  so- 
ciety, were  £35-10J. 

Mr.  Jamks  Lockwooi.  was  b..rn  in  X-.rwalk,  Conn.,  20th  De- 
cember, 17U,  and  was  the  son  of  James  (and  Lydia)  Lockwood.  grand- 
son of  Ephraim,  who  was  of  Watertown,  ^lass.,  1034,  and  who  re- 
moved to  Fairfield,  Conn.,  prior  to  ir,.-,S.  ^Ir.  Lockwood,  graduated 
at  Yale,  1735,  and  served  one  year  thereafter  as  tut-.r.  ^^^len  he  came  to 
Wethersfield,  it  was  stipulated,  aumng  other  things,  that  in  whatever 
currency  his  salary  was  paid,  it  should  be  in  value  equal  to  1S5  oz.  of 
coined  silver,  Troy  weight,  to  constitute  or  be  in  lieu  of  the  £2:.n.  At 
that  time  (173S)  sixty-five  ounces  silver  wa<  added  to  his  salary. 
In  December,  1755,  he  was  paid  £1,000  "old  tenor,"  as  his  salary  f-r  the 
previous  vear.  In  the  following  year  it  was  £1,125.  This  illustrates 
the  fluctuations  in  the  Colonial  currency  of  those  days.  :\rr.  Lockwood 
married  4  Xovember,  1742,  :\Liry  (daughter  of  Rev.  ]\[oses  Dickinson, 
of  Xorwalk,  Conn.,  who  survived  him,  dying  23  December,  1794, 
or  '74). 

Mr.  Lockwood's  settlement  occurred  just  before  the  commencement 
of  the  Great  Revival  of  1740.  Dr.  Trund)ull  mentions  him  among 
the  ministers  most  favorable  to  AAliitfield's  movements;  and  there  is 
a  tradition  at  Wethersfield,  that  the  great  itinerant  made  several  visits 
there :  and  that,  as  the  meeting  house  was  unable  to  accommodate  the 
multitudes  who  thronaed  to  bear  him,  he  held  a  meeting,  at  least  on  one 
occasion,  in  the  open  air.  There  is  no  doubt  that  ^Ir.  Lockwood  not 
only  fully  sympathized  with,  but  co-operated  with  him  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  one  of  the  most  scholarly  men  of  his  time,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  preacher  and  instructor  was  widely  extended.  :Many  of 
his  sermons  were  printed.  In  January,  1707,  he  was  waited  upon  by 
a  large  number  of  citizens  of  Wethersfield,  who  under  the  lead  of 
Col.  John  Chester,  Sen^,  had  subscribed  nearly  £300  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  friendship  and  esteem  in  which  their  minister  was  held. 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  tho  sul)sc'rii)tiuii  jiiipcr,  made  l)y  Mr.  S. 
W.  Adams,  in  1NN:2,  from  the  original,  tlion  in  possession  of  the  late 
Hon.  J.  Ilanimoml  Trunilmll,  of  Hartford:' 

The  amount  thus  raised  was  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  dwelling; 
house  for  Mr.  Lock  wood ;  probably  a  much  larger  sum  was  raised  in 
other  wavs,  as  the  hous(>  was  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  in  its  time. 


■*  We,  tlie  Siibsciibers,  considcriii;;  the  eminent  &  faitlifnl  services  of  the  Picv'.  M'. 
Lockwood  as  miiiist<T  of  tlie  (;os|>cl  in  the  First  Society  in  Wetliersfichl.  ami  the 
affectionate  re^'anl  for  tiie  penph'  of  his  char^'o.  plainly  manifested  in  iiis  refusal  to 
leave  us  when  ur;:ed  to  accept  the  oflice  of  President  of  the  <.'ollc<;p  in  the  New 
Jerseys;  &  more  lately,  when  universally  chosen  President  of  the  C.'ollefje  at  New 
Haven;  consideiini;  also  the  house  Mr.  Lockwood  now  dwells  in  is  inconvenient,  and 
in  no  measure  suitable  for  a  (icntleman  of  his  character,  and  disre])utable  to  said 
Society — do  therefore,  as  an  evidence  of  our  fjrateful  acknowledj,'ement  of  his  said 
services  &  refusing;  to  leave  us  as  aforesd,  and  for  liis  better  accommodation,  each  of 
us  freely  promise  to  pay  to  ['".l/ffses  /-.'rcl  Willianii^.  .S'l/cj.s  Dcaiie  »{•  Samuel  May" 
crossed  out]  such  persons  as  we  shall  a])point  to  take  the  oversifrht  thereof,  the 
sums  by  us  respectively  subscribed  with  our  numes;  either  in  labour,  brick,  stone, 
timber  or  other  materials,  for  buildin<T  a  dwelling'  house  for  said  >Ir.  Lockwood;  or 
in  such  produce  of  the  country  as  will  piu'ohase  said  materials,  at  the  current  price 
at  time  of  payment,  to  be  determined  by  the  said  ["'Williams,  Dcane  d  May,"  crossed 
out]  persons  who  shall  be  appointed  as  above,  or  any  two  of  them. 

Wethersfield,  February,  A.  D.,  17(i7. 
James  Curtis 
Elisha   Wolcott 
Thomas  Hiirlhurt 
.Josiah   Robbins 
Charles  Bulkley 
Ebenezer   \\'right 
Simeon    Belding 
Elisha    Treat 


John    Chester 

£  20: 

0: 

0 

David  Goodrich 

3: 

0: 

0 

Ebenezr    Beldinj; 

15: 

00: 

0 

Jonas  (?)     Beldinj; 

10: 

0-. 

Thoa.  Dickinson 

3: 

0: 

0 

Elijah  Crane 

1: 

0; 

Hez.    May    &.    Hez.    Jr. 

10: 

0: 

0 

Nathl.  Stillman 

8: 

0: 

0 

John  Crane 

1: 

0: 

0 

Jonth.    Wills 

3: 

0: 

0 

Silas  Deane  etc.,  estate 

of  J. 

Webb   deed. 

14: 

0: 

0 

Solomon  Welles 

10: 

0: 

0 

Gershom  Blin 

1: 

10: 

Gershom  Nott 

5: 

0: 

0 

Charles    Bordman 

1: 

10: 

Jo.  Farnsworth 

2: 

0: 

0 

James    Barrett 

2: 

0: 

0 

Samll.   Rose 

10: 

0: 

0 

James  Welles 

4: 

10: 

0 

John  Welles  4th   (  ?) 

3: 

0: 

0 

Samuel    Deming 

4: 

Thos.  Wright 

11: 

0: 

0 

Josiah  Deming 

1: 

10: 

0 

Elisha  Wright 

6: 

0: 

0 

Thos.  Newson 

1: 

10: 

0 

Hezekiah  Butler 

4: 

0: 

0 

I: 

10: 

0 

2 : 

10: 

0 

3: 

10: 

0 

3: 

0: 

0 

2 : 

6: 

0 

5: 

0: 

0 

5: 

0: 

0 

3: 

Hosea  Harris 


j  2:      0:    0 

(  or  40  Boards. 


Samll.  Dix,  4  day's  work. 

Richard   Mountaguo 

[F'rom  this  point  down,  the 
names  appear  to  be  written 
by  Tho.    Belden.        S.   W.   A.] 

Ames   Ford  (  ? ) 

Stephen    Willard 

Joseph  Richards 

.Joseph   Welles 

Justus    Riley 

Samll.  Woodhouse 

Alexander  Roads 

Epht.  Goodrich 

Josiah    (Iriswold 

.Jno.   Rcnalls   Jr. 

Othniel  Williams 

Thos.  Welles 


1:    10:    0 


2: 

10: 

2: 

10: 

1: 

10: 

4: 

1: 
1: 

10 

1: 
1: 

£12: 

0: 

0 

1: 

10: 

0 

2: 

10: 

0 

12: 

00: 

0 
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It  is  still  in  fjood  ooiulition,  beinj;  the  dwelling  (originally  painted  red) 
next  north  of  the  late  Dr.  E.  F.  (?ookc's  store.  The  glazed  earthen 
tiles,  the  jandw  and  lintels  hordering  tlio  old  tiiTplace  may  still  be  seen 
and  their  })ictures  stndicd  as  tlicy  niiiilit  have  been  over  a  century  ago. 
He  was  chosen  a  Fellnw  of  Yale  College,  in  1700,  and  remained 
such  until  his  death,  20  July,  1772.  The  brown  stone  table-monument 
over  his  remains,  besides  recounting  his  merits  as  a  man  and  minister, 
records  the  fact  that  he  was  once  a  tutor  of  Yale  College,  and  "one  of  y' 
Corporation,"  and  was  once  offered  the  Presidency  of  the  institution.  It 
reads  thus : 

To  the  memory 

of  the  Eev.  Jaiiks  Lockwooo, 

Late  pastor  of  the  first  church  <if  Christ 

in  Wcthcrsfleld  ; 

Who,  in  the  o-lth  Year  of  his  ^linistry 

and  5Sth  of  his  Age, 

on  the  20th  of  July,  1772, 

Entered  into  the  Joy  of  his  Lord ; 

As  a  Tutor,  and  afterwards  one  of  y^  Corporation 

of  Y'ale  College, 

highly  venerated  and  esteemed ; 

As  a  ]Minister  of  the  Gospel,  one  whose  praise 

is  in  the  churches ; 
Solicited  to  preside  over  two  of  the  principal 

Acadamies  in  America, 

The  Colleges  at  Xew  Haven  and  Princeton, 

His  affection  for  the  people  of  his  charge 

did  not  permit 

His  acceptance  of  either  of  these  honorable  stations; 

But  having  respect  unto  the  Recompense  of  Reward, 

finished  the  pious  course  he  early  began 

in  the  Gospel  ^linistry. 

And  here  resteth  from  his  Labours 

Through  Life  exerted ; 

The  Bold  to  Court,  and  the  Licentious  Awe 

And  Turn  the  Tide  of  Souls  another  way. 

David    Williams    will    cart    3 
Id  Timber  &  do  other  work 

to  ye  value  of  1 :    10: 

Elizur    Goodrich    Jr  10:      0:   0 

Jam'.  Curtis,  .5000  [or  1000?] 

[Bords     2 : 


Elisha    Williams 

10: 

0: 

0 

Ezekl.  Williams 

■   12: 

0: 

0 

Ezekiel  Porter 

12: 

0: 

0 

Thomas  Belding 

10: 

0: 

0 

Wm.   Warner 

10: 

0: 

0 

Elizur  Goodrich 

10: 

0: 

0 
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[Pres.  Stiles'  Dlunj  (I,  -I't'-V),  notices  !Mr.  Lockwood's  death,  and 
gives  the  following  quaint  and  close  description  of  him: 

'"lie  was  a  ^laii  nf  little  Stature;  a  i;(.o<l  ("lassie  Scholar,  aiul  in- 
genious in  .Matlu'uiati.vs  and  ]Miil(i,--oiih_v.  Of  a  ix.lite  Tast(>,  a  ready 
Elocution,  and  performed  the  otlice  of  the  Ministry  in  the  Jloiise  of 
God  and  among  his  People  with  good  Acceptance.  He  was  a  Man 
of  Cauti(ni  and  Prudence  and  a\oided  intermeddling  deeply  in  any 
of  the  religions  ( '(lntrlA-er^ies.  This  Caution  and  Wi.-dum,  together 
with  the  goodness  of  his  i)id)lic  jierfonuances,  made  the  World  think 
him  a  deeper  and  greater  Man  than  he  really  was.  Ke  was  a  prettv, 
ingenious  Man;  not  a  gri'af  Man,  neither  in  intellectual  power,  or  Ac- 
Ciuirenients.  II(>  was  famed  for  usefuliu'ss,  and  was  an  IFouor  to  the 
Ministry.  He  was  a  Calvinist;  and  more  laf(>ly  has  heeu  supposed  to 
incline  to  the  Xew  Divinity — his  hro.  Pev.  ^Ir.  L.,  of  Anduvcr,  being 
fully  in  it.  lie  was  a  Gentleman  of  soher  Deportment,  carrying  rather 
a  grave  Severity  in  his  Countenance,  yet  far  foiu  ^lorosencss ;  there 
was  Vivacity  in  his  nuinner;  his  Cheerfulness  was  regulated  with 
Prudence  and  Circumspection.  lie  was  one  of  those  good  natural 
powers,  who  through  proper  Cultivation,  soon  came  to  ^laturity.  JJc- 
sides  the  Aca<lemic  Sciences,  he  applied  to  Systematic  Theolog}-;  and 


John  IVaiso,  .'.000  Lmth 
David  Doining 
James   ^[itclicll 
Ashbel  Riley 
Silas  Looniis 
Joseph    Flower 
Elisha  Demiiig 
Robert  Francis 
William    Woodhouse 
Nathll  Stilhnan  Jur. 
Josiah  Francis 
Peter  Ver.stille 
Elijah   Wri^'ht 
Nathll.        Ciooilricli 
Elizur   Wright 
John    Russell 


.■?:  Gideon   Deniin;:^ 

6:  0:   0  Sanill.   May 

12:  0:    0  Benja.  Rulkley,  10  day's  icorh 

10:  0:    0  John    Frances 

3:  0:    0  Aaron   Beldinjj 

4:  5:0  Moses  Dix,  4  day's  work. 

3:  0:    0  John   Reniialls,   three  pounds. 

4:  10:   0  Xathll.   Coleman 

1:  10:  Amasa  Addanis,  4  day's  work. 

2:  0:   0  Benjamin  Adams 

2:  0:0          to  be  paid  in  .Toner  work. 

5:  0:   0  Benczer   Ilale 

2:  0:0  Joseph  Butler 

2:  0:    0  Silas    Buck     [Titus?] 

1:  0:   0  ^ym-    Butler                                      2: 

4:  0:   0  Feby    20th,    1707.    Total    £  2S0     7 


1:    10:    0 
5:      0:    0 


1:      0:    0 


0:    0 
10:    0 


The  subscrilM>rs  to  the  foregoing,  being  met,  after  suitable  warning  at  the 
Meeting  House  in  s".  1st  Society  on  the  24th  .lay  of  Feb'j-,  17G7,  made  choice  of 
Messrs.  Thomas  Bclding,  Ezl.  Williams  &  Silas  Deane,  to  be  a  comtee.  to  receive  the 
above  Subscriptions  &  apply  them  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  House,  as 
proposed. 

[The  House  in  question  was  occupied  after  Mr.  Lockwood's  decea.se  by  Capt. 
Justus  Riley;  afterward,  by  Chester  Bulkley,  who  married  Capt.  Rilej-'s  daughter, 
Martha.  It  is  now,  100.3,  occupied  by  the  widow  of  :Mardhall  Harris;  the  latter 
having  purchased  it  after  :Mr.  Bulkley's  decease.  Originally  red,  its  color  is  now 
white,  and  the  house  is  in  good  habitable  condition. — S.  W.  A.] 
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Ridfjiij  and  WUlanl  coiituiiicd  all  liis  Kiniwlcdiii'  this  way.  lie  soon 
laid  in  a  stdck  fiMin  thoi'  and  a  tew  >w\\  Aiitlinrs,  which  he  spent  npon 
all  his  life;  and  I  am  incliiud  to  suppose  he  was  as  lireat  a  Divino 
at  the  ai,'o  of  oO,  as  at  his  jtcaili.  1  was  intimately  asquainted  with  him 
24  years  ago,  and  iKrasionally  all  alonji'  sinee.  He  spent  his  Labors 
in  a  lariie  parish  of  perha])s  ;;0()  Faniilit's,  who  are  said  to  he  as  well 
instniefed  in  Religion  as  any  (linrch  in  ( 'onneetient.  He  has  had 
the  prudence  to  lead  that  Flock  in  great  Peace  and  Love  throni>h  his 
Ministry.  Ke  preached  and  i)rinted  two  Election  Sermons  (which  I 
heard  him  deliver)  in  I7r.4  and  17.'>'J.  lie  i)rinted  a  Sermon  on  tho 
Death  of  Rector  Williams,  and  perhaps  others." 
!Mr.  Lockwood's  published  works  were : 

1.  Uclifjion  tlic  hifjiicst  Interest  of  n  Ciril  Communlly,  and  the 
surest  tnra)is  of  ita  Prosperiti/.  A  >crmon  preached  before  the  General 
Assenddy  of  the  Colony,  on  the  Day  of  the  Anniversity  Election,  ^fay 
9,  1754,  Xew  London,  1754,  IG  mo.,  pp.  50.     Text:  1  Sam.  xii,  14. 

2.  Man  Mortal;  God  Ercrlasthuj ;  and  the  sure  unfailing  Refuge 
and  Felicity  of  his  faithful  People,  in  all  generations.  Illustrated  in 
a  Discourse  Delivered  at  Wetherstiehl,  .fuly  27,  1755,  being  the  next 
Lord's  Day,  ?ftcr  the  Death  of  Hon.  C(d.  Williams,  Xew  Haven,  1750, 
8  vo.  pp.  4>^,  XV. 

3.  The  Duty  and  Pririlcge  of  Gospel  Ministers  to  Preach  among 
Mankind  the  innumerable  Pielics  of  Glirist.  A  sermon  delivered  at 
the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eleazer  ^lay,  at  Iladdam,  June  30, 
1756.     Xew  Haven,  S  vo.  pp.  34. 

4.  The  Tears  of  an  affertioiiale.  hereaved  People,  wept  over  their 
faithful,  deceased  minister.  A  sermon  preached  at  Glastonbury,  Au- 
gust 7,  175S,  being  the  day  of  the  Interment  of  the  Rev.  ^Ir.  Ashbel 
Woodbridge.     X'ew  Haven,   S  vo. 

5.  The  ^Vorth  and  Excellence  of  Ciril  Freedom  and  Liberty  illus- 
trated, and  a  Public  Spirit  and  the  Love  of  our  Country  recommended 
A  sermon  delivered  before  the  General  Assembly,  at  Hartford,  on  tho 
day  of  the  Anniversary  Election,  ^lay  10,  1759.  Xew  London,  1750, 
16  mo.  pp.  36.     Text:  Acts  xxii,  38. 

6.  A  Sermon  preached  at  Wcthersfidd,  July  0,  170-1 .  at  a  Public 
Thanksgiving,  on  Aceoimt  of  the  Peace,  Concluded  with  France  and 
Spain.     Xew  Haven,  1703,  S  vo.  pp.  30.—//.  P.  S.] 

[The  Twelfth  Pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  !Mars)[,  S.  T.  D.,  bom 
at  Haverhill,  ^lass.,  2  June,  1742,  O.  S.,  and  descended  from  one  of 
four  Marsh  brothers,  who  early  settled  in  Xew  England,  one  at  Iling- 
ham,  one  at  Hadley,   ^las?.,   and  one  at  Hartford.   Conn.,   while  the 
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fourtli  liri>rljcr  nfiiniod  to  the  Old  f'mintry.  It  was  a  family  notfd  f'>r 
its  piety,  and  Mv.  Marsh's  fatluT,  David  ( >"ii  of  John,  son  of  Ancsi- 
phonis,  sun  of  George,  of  Ilingluunj,  was  a  deacon  for  many  years  in 
the  Haverhill  Chiurh,  and  died  Xovcmher,  1777  or  '70:  his  wife  ^[ary 
!Moo(]y,  was  a  woman  of  superior  exeellenc»'.  and  died  Auini^f.  1704, 
age  00  years,  survived  liy  all  of  her  twelve  children,  all  of  wlmm  lived 
to  old  age,  and  of  whom  the  suliject  of  our  skerch  was  the  ^eventh  son 
born  in  succession,  in  his  fifth  year,  he  met  with  an  acci<lent  by 
which  the  f<)retinLrer  <if  liis  rii^ht  hand  was  cut  off.  and  the  others 
partially  severed,  so  that,  alrliouiih  ^aved,  they  never  could  he  straight- 
ened, but  fortunately  were  bent  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  was  enabled 
to  write,  carve  and  even  make  pens  with  that  hand.  Fitting  for 
College  at  Haverhill,  he  entered  Harvard  College,  in  1757,  and  gradu- 
ated therefrom  in  1701,  ae.  10.  He  immediately  took  up  «cho.il  reach- 
ing at  his  native  place,  and  soon  commenced  rhe  study  of  theology  with 
Rev.  ;^[r.  Edwanl  Bernard  of  Haverhill.  He  was  licensed  to  preach, 
probably,  about  1705,  and  was  for  nine  years  a  candidate,  preaching 
a*:  various  places,  among  which  were  Hampton  Falls,  X.  H.,  and  a 
parish  on  Cape  Ann.  where  he  was  invited  t<^>  settle.  In  1771,  he  was 
chosen  a  tutor  at  Harvard,  and  while  there  supplied  a  church  at 
Douglass,  Mass.,  and  also  the  Old  South  Church  at  Boston,  ^\^lile 
still  a  Tutor,  he,  in  company  wirh  Rev.  IMr.  Locke,  the  President  of 
Harvard  College  (24  June,  177o),  called  upon  Pres.  Stiles  of 
Yale,  who  thus  records  (Lit.  Diary,  I,  300)  his  impressions  uf  the 
young  man :  "He  is  an  ingenious  and  very  sensible  young  man.  I 
could  discern  genius  in  him,  but  ha<l  not  time  to  weigh  his  talents 
and  improvements.  I  take  him  to  be  a  good  scholar,  and  to  fill  his 
station  with  dignity.  He  is  capable,  with  application,  of  becoming 
a  very  considerable  man."  In  Septeinl)er,  1773,  less  than  three  months 
after  this,  !Mr.  Marsh  received  an  invitation  from  the  Wethersfield 
Church  and  Society  which  he  complied  with  in  the  College  vacation, 
during  which  time  he  boarded  with  Col.  Belden,  and  after  supplying. 
the  pulpit  for  four  weeks,  very  duly  invited  to  settle.  Retuniiuir  to 
Cambridge,  he  resigned  his  tutorshi]),  and  made  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  his  ordination,  which  took  place,  12  January.  1774.  the 
ordination  semion  being  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  "Woodward,  of  Weston, 
!Mass.  His  salary  was  tixed  at  £135,  and  was  then  the  largest  salary  in 
the  State.  He  boarded  at  Col.  Belden's  for  two  years,  when  he  became 
engaged  to  Miss  Anne  (daughter  of  Capt.  Ebenezer)  Grant,  to  whom, 
6th  December,  1775,  he  was  married.  The  social  standing  of  Capt. 
Grant,  as  the  leading  citizen  of  (East)   Windsor,  and  the  beaiity  and 
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accomplisluiionts  of  tlio  bride,  rcu(lt'ro<l  this  marriage  an  event  of 
great  eclat.  The  gnests  wore  numerous,  many  from  Boston,  Spring- 
field and  other  di-r;inr  phices,  and  afrcr  the  ceremony,  cake  and  wine 
were  passed  ground,  and  ftdlowcd  liv  the  then  invariable  custom  of 
dancing,  at  weddings,  wliieli  was  jniniMl  in  liy  all  present — except  tlie 
ministers.  A  rich  supper  followed  ;  ami  after  dinner,  the  next  day, 
a  large  company  attended  the  newly  married  couple  across  the  river 
to  Wethersfield,  where  they  were  met  hy  twenty  gentlemen,  (jn  horse- 
back, who,  opening  to  the  right  and  left,  escorted  them  and  introduccMJ 
them  to  the  house  in  which  they  afterwards  spent  their  wedded  lif(j— 
one  for  45,  the  other  for  01  years.  Two  l)ridesmaids,  a  ^liss  Chapnum, 
from  Boston,  and  a  ^liss  Bnckmiustor,  from  Springfield,  remained 
with  them  as  guests  f(»r  three  months. 

The  house  in  which  they  were  thus  ,'eremoniously  inducted,  was 
that  owned  by  Mr.  Peter  Burnham,  is  still  in  very  servicable  condition 
and  known  as  the  "Doctor  ^larsh  house."  After  living  in  it  for  eleven 
years,  ]\[r.  ^larsh  purchased  and  enlarged  it  by  an  addition  on  the 
east  end. 

His  charge  was,  in  some  rcs]>ects,  a  peculiar  one,  by  reason  of  its 
social  and  intellectual  aspect.  Wetherstield  at  that  period  was  a  verv 
focus  of  intellectual  and  polished  soeiety,  the  meml)ers  of  ^vhich,  de- 
scended from  the  first  settlers  of  the  Connecticut  Valley  retained,  in 
a  marked  degree,  their  high  tone  of  morals,  their  independent  spirit, 
strong  sense,  kind  feeling,  and  (•nnrtes\  ui  manner,  which  thev  inher- 
ited from  their  noble  ancestry.  Their  sons  were  liljerally  educated,  and 
their  daiighters  accomplished  in  the  useful  and  elegant  arts  of  the  <lav. 
!Mr.  Marsh  found  himself  associated  and  supported  by  "men  of  affairs"' 
and  enlarged  minds  such  as  Col.  Che-ter,  Judge  Stephen  ]\Iix  :\Iitchell, 
Col.  E.  Porter  Belden,  the  Williams'  and  others  of  kindred  si)irit, 
with  whom  he  formed  intimate  and  most  pleasant  associations;  and  his 
congregation  emln-aced,  at  this  period,  not  less  than  thirty  college-bred 
men;  this,  to  one  of  his  literary  tastes  and  highly  polished  manner, 
must  have  formed  an  additional  attraction  to  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 

Becides  this,  he  had  an  extensive  personal  acquaintance,  in  many 
cases  of  the  most  intimate  nature,  with  a  majority  of  the  clergv  and 
the  finest  and  godliest  men  in  Connecticut  and  ^lassachusetts.  and 
even  in  other  States;  and  their  frequent  vi.sits  to  him.  or  his  to  them, 
in  his  annual  chaise-tours  through  Xew  England,  resulted  in  his  house 
being  an  ever  open  foimt  of  hospitality,  which  Mrs.  Sigourney  once 
characterized  as  "beautiful." 

As  to  Mr.  [Marsh's  theology,  his  son  says  (the  italics  are  our  own — 
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//.  R.  S.) :  ''He  was,  I  bi-licvc,  a  man  who  feared  God  from  his 
youth — one  of  those  who  are  drawn  to  Christ  by  tlie  early  instruction 
of  pious  parents,  as  he  seiMucd  never  to  liave  known  the  time  when  ho 
had  not  a  respeet  and  hive  for  reli<;ion.  His  sentiments  were  evan- 
gelical He  l)eloniied,  however,  to  the  lilieral  class  of  divines,  whicli 
existed  in  ^lassachusetts,  when  he  came  upon  the  sta<:e.  It  was  fur 
{his  rrnson  th<il  he  was  inrilrd  to  preach  and  settle  at  Wcthcrsficld ;  the 
Church  there  liavinij  recently  cast  off  tlie  Consociation  and  inclined 
to  the  then  existing  liberal  partij.  With  them  he  continued  while  any  of 
them  lived.  His  associates  in  the(doay  were  Willard  and  liarnard, 
and  Whitney  and  Dana  and  Lathrojn  lint  he  never  fell  into  the  views 
of  the  rising  men  of  that  party,  respecting  the  pers(>n  and  work  of 
Christ.  So  serious  and  evangelical  was  he  in  preachitig,  and  so  prudent 
in  all  things,  that  he  was  always  highh'  respected  by  the  clergy  in 
Connecticut,  and  when,  in  later  ])eriods,  the  subject  of  theology  was 
more  clearly  defined  an<l  it  was  perceived  that  the  points  whicli  sepa- 
rated them  were  not  essential,  and  that  he  did  not,  with  the  lil)eral 
clergy  of  ^[assachusetts,  become  a  Unitarian,  tliey  gradually  conformed 
to  each  other,  and  it  was  hardly  known  by  the  younger  clergy  that  any 
differenee  le->d  e^er  exist(>d."  Fur*^her,  his  son  s?>y« :  "His  religion 
was  highly  practiced,  it  had  a  constant  and  happy  influence  over  his 
whole  life  and  convention.  It  made  him  gentle,  patient  under  suffering, 
submissive  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  benevolent  to  man ;  he  was  a  good 
man  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Rev.  Dr.  ^Marsh's  personality  was  striking;  of  middle  stature,  he 
WAS  at  fort}',  corpulent,  but  though  he  became  thin  towards  the  later 
part  of  his  life,  yet  the  antique  costume  which  he  so  long  retained, 
served  to  give  him  an  ajipearance  of  weight  and  dignity,  we  might 
almost  say  of  majesty,  never  to  be  forgotten.  His  features  were  good. 
the  expression  majestic,  yet  placid,  the  eyes  piercing  but  mild,  ami  he 
was  uniformly  neat  in  dress,  and  impressively  urbane  in  manner. 
At  home  he  usually  woi-c  a  bombazine  gown  of  green,  or  of  calico, 
according  to  the  season.  If  engaged  in  any  domestic  or  agricultural 
labor,  his  dress  was  suited  to  the  work.  But,  if  called  from  it  to  see 
any  visitors,  he  would  always  change  his  garment  and  put  himself  in 
a  respectable  garl),  on  the  principle  of  never  degrading  his  profession 
as  a  Christian  minister,  by  an  unseemly  appearance.  "\Mien  he  went 
abroad  to  visit  his  people,  or  to  the  house  of  G(m1,  he  always  dressed 
punctiliously  in  the  clerical  costume  of  his  earlier  days,  viz. :  a  white 
wig,  black  broad  cloth  coat,  satin  underclothes,  [knee  breeches],  silk 
hose,  and  knee  and  shoe  buckles  of  silver,  and,  in  common  with  other 
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gentloiiicn,  lie  wcire  one  of  the  lai-jLjc  cloaks,  tlioii  torincd  "Iluzzars," 
and  a  laryc  hritmiicHl  forked  tiat.  Civilians  wore  their  hair  hiiih  nii  tiio 
forehead  ami  powdcriMl  wiih  a  loiifr  (|\i('uc'  at  the  hack.  The  more 
opulent  dressed  in  ciuiplctc  suits  ot"  hroadchith,  satin  nnderclothes, 
vests  long  and  richly  ciiihrnidcrcd ;  [)astc  knee  and  slide  hnckles. 
By  that  care  of  his  clothes,  which  was  the  liabil  of  gentlemen 
of  that  day,  ^Ir.  .Marsh  kept  his  clothes  serviceahle  for  a  long 
time;  his  veueiahle  "Iluzzar'"  ser\-ed  over  forty  years  good  we;ir. 
When  he  came  to  Wetherstield,  his  hair  was  long  and  beau- 
tiful, hut  it  was  cut  off,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  fash- 
ion of  the  day,  he  might  don  the  clerical  wig,  viz:  "At  which," 
says  his  son,  "I  have  heard  him  say,  he  we])t."  This  wig,  which  he  wore 
until  the  day  of  his  death,  was  large,  full  bottomed  and  of  snowy  white- 
ness, and  he  always  took  great  caiv  of  it.  J I  is  son  says:  "When  a  boy 
I  sat  by  him  un  the  evening  before  the  Saljbath,  and  saw  him  eondj,  oil 
and  powder  it,  that  it  might  adorn  his  head  while  serving  the  altar.  It 
gave  him  a  venerable  apiJoarance,  and  though  of  later  years,  wigs  were 
not  used,  yet  his  people  and  friends  di<l  not  wish  him  to  lay  it  aside, 
nor  did  he  think  it  would  be  safe,  as  it  might  expose  him  to  deafness, 
to  which  iiis  family  were  subjei-t.  During  the  gre:ite>-  part  of  his  lifo 
he  wore  a  three-eornere<l  hat,  which  he  exchanged,  about  IS  12,  for  a 
round  one,  a  gift  from  his  friend  -Mr.  Andrew  IJrennner,  of  Boston. 
I[e  generally  \valked  with  a  cane,  an<l  L  can  now  seen  him  coming  down 
the  street,  by  his  garden  fi'uc(>,  with  great  agility,  striking  his  cane  with 
firmness,  and  with  his  head  inclined  as  in  close  meditation."  From 
this  filial  sketch,  our  readers  can  well  inuigine  this  imposing  figure 
of  the  Wetherstield  pastor,  as  he  appeared  at  the  Harvard  and  Yale 
commencements,  which  he  religiously  and  regularly  attended. 

He  was,  indeed,  a  marked  man  on  all  such  public  occasions;  and  fre- 
quently invited  to  ecclesiastical  councils,  etc.  His  last  pxiblic  service 
of  this  kind,  was  the  ordaining  prayer  at  Xew  Haven,  at  the  induction 
of  President  Day  to  the  presidency  of  Yale  College.  In  ISOl,  he 
was  chosen  a  mendier  of  the  Corporation  of  Y.  C,  on  which  he  served 
until  the  year  before  his  death. 

In  ISOr.,  he  received  the  General  .Vssociation  of  Connecticut  at  his 
home,  dined  them  all  the  tirst  day  of  their  session,  and  treated  them 
with  great  attention  for  three  <lays;  in  180S,  he  received  the  degree 
of  LL.  I),  from  Harvard  University,  and  was,  from  its  formation, 
a  mend)er  of  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

He  preached  before  Geu.  Washington,  on  the  occasion  of  the  hitter's 
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vinit  to  Wothor.-ticltl,  to  nicet  Cuiint  linclifiahcau  :  and  tlino<l  with  tlie 
General  soxeral  times,  tu  liini  always  a  matter  of  pleasant  renuMuljrance.^ 
Strenii-rli  ami  Iiraltli  l.eiraii  ti>  fail  him.  ahmit  I'^l.".,  ami  he  ijratefnlly 
accepted  the  Sueier_v"s  otfi-r  to  proeure  a  ei)lleai>ue  f'-r  him,  their  united 
choice  fallinir  up^n  Mr.  Tenuey.  who  ultimately  lit-came  his  successor, 
lie  died  l.'Jih  Scpri-mln-r.  iM'l,  aire  7'.',  after  forty-tive  years  of  faith- 
ful miuistrv,  duriuir  which  he  had  l)aptized  l.>7>^  persons,  married 
72o  couples,  and  admirtctl  CiM)  to  the  Church;  and  the  Church  hooks 
evince  the  ordi-r  and  care  wirli  whicli  tlir>e  thinirs  were  duly  re(-'ord"d 
by  him.  Anionjr  hi>  d'-^cendants  are  innuhcred  the  children  of  the  lato 
Hon.  Kichard  H.  Dana.  Jr.,  who  marrieil  one  of  his  daui;liters,  and 
those  of  the  hue  O.  T.  D:iL;;:ri-tr.  D.D.,  who  married  anorlu'r  dauuhter. 
It  may  be  said  here,  that  !Mrs.  r^Iarsh  was  in  every  way  a  tit  and  nolde 
companion  to  her  honored  hu-hand;  beauty  of  features  and  character, 
a  mind  of  uncommon  briirhtness.  cultivated  at  the  best  schools  of  Hart- 
ford and  Xew  Haven:  accomplished  in  all  housewifely  duties,  and  a 
suul  elevated  and  su-tained  liy  a  deep  reliuious  sense,  rendered  her  not 
only  a  blessini;  to  her  own  children,  ami  friends,  but  to  the  whole 
community  over  whose  spiritual  welfare  her  husband  presided. 

Rev.  ^[r.  ^[arsh's  published  works,  were: 

1  The  Great  Sin  and  Danqpr  of  Stririiir/  irith  God.  A  Sermon 
i>reached  at  \\  ethcrsfield.  December  loth,  1782,  at  the  Funeral  of  ^Irs. 
Lydia  Beadle,  Wife  of  the  late  "William  Beadle,  and  their  Four  C'hil- 
drcn,  who  were  all  murdered  Ijv  his  own  Hands  on  the  morninjr  of  the 
11th  instant.  •*  *  -^  -To  wliich  is  Annexed  a  letter,  from  a  "entle- 
man  in  Wetherstield  to  hi?  Friend,  containing  a  Xarrative  of  the  Life 
of  William  Beadle  (so  far  as  it  is  known)  and  the  Particulars  of  the 
Massacre  of  himself  and  Family.     Hartford  [17S0].     Svo.,  pp.  .'JO. 

2.  A  Discourse  Delirrred  of  Wetliersfield,  December  11th,  17S3. 
JBeing  a  Day  of  Public  Thanksgivins:,  Throughout  the  United  States  of 
America.  *  *  *  Hartford  [17S4].  S  vo.,  pp.  22.  300  copies 
jirinted  by  vote  of  the  Feci.  Soc. 

3.  A  Scrnton,  preached  before  His  Honor  OJirrr  Wolcoft,  Esq., 
LL.  D.,  Lieutcnanf-Gorernor  and  Commander-in-Cliief ,  and  the  Hoii- 
•orablc  the  General  AssenihJij  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  convened  at 
Hartford,  on  the  Day  of  the  Anniversary  Flection,  ^^lay  12th,  1700. 
Hartford,  ^IDCCXCVI.     12  mo.,  pp.  34.     Te.xt,  Xeh.  V,  1!). 

4.  A  Sermo7i  delirered  at  thr  Installation  of  the  Rev.  Willioni  Lock- 
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wood  in  the  pasK.ral  ortico  over  the  Fir>r  C-hureh  in  Gla>toul)urv,  August 
30,  17;>7.     Hartford,  1797.     S  vo.,  pp.  :]5. 

5.  .-1  Discourse  driirrrcd  in  WHli,  rsfirhl  af  Funeral  of  the  Honorable 
John  Cheater,  Esq.,  who  died  Xovcmher  4tli,  ISOt),  in  the  Ol.st  vear  of 
his  age.     Hartford,  ISO').     8  vo..  ])p.  iH. 

The  seruiuu  at  Mr.  .Mar.-<li\s  nnliuatiuu  was  pul.lisheil: 
.1    Sermon    prenrhed  at   tlir   Ordination    nf   Ih^   Rcrrrend  Mr.   .John 
Marsh,  to  tlie  past.-i-al  caro  of  th..  Fir^t  Lhurch  in  Wethersfiokl.  Con- 
necticut, January  xii,  1774.     By  Samuel  Woodward.  A.  M.,  Pastor  of 
the  Church  in  Weston.     Xew  Haven  [1774].     S  vo.,  pp.  30.' 
Sermons  occasioned  by  tlie  death  of  .Mr.  Marsh: 

A  Sermon  delirered  at  llie  funeral  of  lici:  John  Mar.dt.  D.  D.,  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  Wethersn.dd.  Cnnnrcticut.  who  .lied  .,n  the  l:]rh 
of  Septend)er,  1821,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  aae.  and  4Stli  of  his  minis- 
try. P.y  Calvin  Chapin,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Tliird  Church  in  Weth- 
ersfield.     Hartford,  1821.     8  vo.,  pp.  :J2. 

Minister.^  must  die.  A  Sermon  preached  September  16,  1821.  The 
Sabbath  after  the  interment  of  the  Rev.  John  Marsh,  D.  D.,  senior  pas- 
tor of  ^the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  By 
Caleb  J.  Tenney,  surviving  pastor.     Hartf..r<l    1>21.     >  vo.,  pp.  10. 

Thirteenth  Pastor.— :Slv.  Cai.ku  JKW^TT  Texny  ,  succeeded  Dr. 
Marsh  in  Ls21,  having  hvm  a  colleague  of  rhe  latter,  since  l.sl(3.  Plis 
salary  which  as  colleague  had  been  .i^c.-.O.  was.  on  his  coming  to  the  full 
pastorate,  increased  to  $1,000.  He  was  born  .at  Hol'lis..-X.  H.,  :Mav  .3. 
1780,  and  was  a  descendant  of  WilHani  Tenney,  from  Englau.d,  cnl  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Rowley,  :\Iass. ;  graduated  at  Dartmouth* Colleire. 
3801,  receiving  the  highest  honor  in  his  class,  of  which  Daniel  Wel- 
ster  was  one.  He  was  settled  at  Xewport.  K.  L.  in  ImH,  but  ill  health 
led  to  his  resignation  in  1S14.  Late  in  Isl.'.  he  was  called  to  Wethers- 
field. He  lived  in  great  harmony  with  his  aged  colleagiie,  though  there 
was  said  to  have  been  some  shade  of  dii!"erence  in  their  religious  views; 
continuing  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  though  his  health  was  mucli 
of  the  time  delicate,  necessitating  the  aid  of  a  colleague,  until  1841.  It 
was  not  an  tmcommon  thing  for  him,  voluntarilyrto  remit  a  part  of 
his  salary  (froln  $100  to  $17.>)  on  account,  as  he  expressed  it,  of  the 
"decrease  in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  living"— which  speaks'  hichly 
for  his  conscientious  consideration  for  his  people.  His  labors'  in 
Wethersfield  were  attended,  at  different  periods,  with  a  remarkable  bless- 
ing. In  1820-21,  two  hundred  persons,  of  whom  79  were  heads  of  fam- 
ilies, were  added  to  his  Church  as  fruits  of  a  revival;  and  a-ain, 
another   revival    in    1831,    numbered    about    100    hopeful' conversions,' 
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among  wlidin  wvvv  scvcrjil  i<{  his  own  cliildrrii.  In  ISIVJ,  he  received 
the  degree  <tt'  I).   1).  fmiu  Vale  r<illcnc.. 

A  ditlieulty  of  tli(>  vocal  ciuaiis,  (•ciimiiinciiig  in  is:;i,  eomiicllc(l  him 
in  1833  to  desist  from  prcat-Iiiiig  ahngcrher.  Such,  however,  was  the 
attaelimeiit  of  his  {jenolc  that  tliev  insisted  on  n>taining  him  as  thidr 
pastor;  and  on  ^lay  >,  !>:)!,  Rev.  Kleazer  C  Ilntehinson  was  called 
to  settle  as  a  colleague,  at  $1. (•<)();  hut  whether  settled  i.s  uncertain,  fiMin 
Society  Jlecord.^  ;  \>\  -Inly,  !•-;;.">,  Rev.  ( 'harle-  (i.  Warren  was  installed 
as  colleague  at  a  salary  "f  $^00.  hut  in  Fehriiary,  L^.")T,  resigned  and 
removed  to  C'anterhury,  ('(Hiu.  Mr.  Tenney  reniaiueil  with  the  \\eth- 
ersfield  Church  until  l>l-(),  when  his  regard  t<>  their  interests  imiielled 
him  to  a  resignation.  He  n^uoved  to  Xnrthham])f<in  in  isl-,  which 
was  his  hoiiK^  for  the  rest  of  his  life;  an<l  where  he  became  actively  eii- 
gage<l  in  promoting  the  interests  nf  the  American  Colonization  Society. 
lie  died  at  X.  in  1847.  While  a  resident  of  Wetherstield,  he  lived  in 
a  house  at  the  north  end  of  iJroad  St.,  an<l  which  had  l)een  the  hirth 
place    of  Chief  Justice  ^litchidl. 

While  residing  in  Cnnneeticut,  Dr.  Tenney  Avas  an  important  factor 
in  ecclesiastical  and  theidogical  ati'airs,  and  especially  in  the  establish- 
ing of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  East  Windsor. 

An  acquaititance  of  his  from  about  the  time  of  his  .lettleuii'ui  at 
Wethcrstield,  to  th(>  (dose  of  his  life,  says  of  him:  ''His  personal  ap- 
pearance was  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  character  of  his  mind.  In 
stature,  he  scarcely  reached  the  medium;  and  the  expression  of  his 
countenance,  though  quiet  and  thoughtful,  was  not  indicative  of  any 
extraordimiry  powi'r.  When  f  tirst  met  him,  he  seemed  reserved — 
almost  distant;  but,  as  my  ac(}uaintance  with  him  advanced,  I  found 
him  social  and  cordial;  and  evidently  possessing  great  de]>tli  and  ten- 
derness of  feeling.  And  he  not  only  felt  deeply,  but  thought  deeply — 
no  one  could  fail  to  see  that  he  had  traiiuMl  hims(df  to  nice  di:-crimin- 
ation  and  patient  inquiry;  though  he  converseil  with  great  deliI)eration, 
and  was  uncommonly  modest  and  retiring  in  his  manner,  he  had 
always  approjiriate  and  weighty  thoughts  at  conmiand,  especially  on 
subjects  of  a  theological  or  religious  character.  I  think  he  was  char- 
acteristically grave  in  his  deportment.  I  have  heard  that  in  his  family 
he  was  a  model  of  everything  lovely  in  domestic  characttu',  atul  that 
at  the  beds  of  the  sick  and  th(»  dying  nothing  could  exceed  the  temlerness 
and  appropriateness  of  his  ministrations.  In  looking  back  ujion  niy 
intercourse  with  him,  I  am  deeply  impressi^d  with  the  idea  that  he 
possessed  a  princely  intellect,  which,  on  account  of  his  great  modesty, 
was  never  fidly  appreciated.'' — //.  /?.  6'.] 
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Mr.  Teiuicy's  piihlislicd  works  were: 

1.  A  iSununari/  ]''('ir  of  Hod's  (Irdrioiis  Corrnnnt  irifli  Ahnthnin 
and  his  Seed;  Of  llif  I'iiijht  mid  Dt's'ujn  of  the  Bapfism  of  Inftuits; 
And  of  (he  M(jdc  of  J'ltjilisin.  In  Four  Diseoursos.  J5y  (';ilcl)  .F. 
Tenney,  A.   M.,   P;isri)r  nt'  the   First  Coniiri'iiational  Chiin-li,  Xewjiorr. 

*  *    *    Xowport,  K.  L,  ISOS.     s  vo.,  pp.  0(;. 

2.  The  Teinpera(c  use  of  Ardent  Splrif.'i.  Two  Discourses,  preaclifMl 
to  the  First  Conijrc'gatiitnal  Society  in  Xe\v])ort,  R.  I.,  July  :J4,  1S14-. 

*  *     *     Newport,  l>i:». 

3.  TJte  Benefit  of  tlie  Chrislimi  Mniistrt/.  A  Sermon  preaclicd  at 
Boston,  June  •2(>,  ISK".,  at  the  Ordination  of  the  liev.  lioyal  liohhins. 
Hartford,  181(5.     8  vo.,  pp.  18. 

4.  Sermon  on  Death  of  Her.  J  (din  Marsh. — Sec  ^larsli. 

5.  New  Enrjla)id  Distinguislied.  A  Discourse  preached  in  Wethers- 
field,  Xovendier  29,  1827,  being-  the  Day  of  Thanksgiving;  with  an 
Appendi.x  [Historical].     Wcthorsfleld,  1828.     pp.  10. 

G.  Mysterious  events  to  Jjc  c.rplai)ied.  A  Sermon  preached  at  Glas- 
tonbury, December  Sth,  18:50,  as  the  Funeral  of  the  Ivev.  Siunnel  Austin, 
D.  D.     Hartford,  18:51.     8  vo.,  pp.  27. 

7.  A  Scrmua  preaeJied  at  Weiliers/ield,  January  1st.  1832,  on  the 
Death  of  Rev.  Alfred  Mitchell,  of  Xorwich  City.  Hartford,  18:52. 
8  vo.,  pp.  24. 

8.  ^4  Sermon  preaclicd  at  the  Ordination  of  the  liev.  Caleb  J.  Ten- 
ney. To  the  pastoral  care  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ 
in  X'ewport,  September  12,  1^04.  By  Asa  I5enton,  D.  D.  *  "  * 
Newport  [X".  D.].     pp.  24. 

Fourteenth  (and  Colleafjue)  Pastor. — Bev.  Ciiakles  J.  Wakuex 
was  installed  1st  Jnly,  18:55,  as  Dr.  Teiiney's  assistant;  dismissed  1st 
Febrnary,  18:57.     See  Tenney,  above. 

Fifteenth  {and  Colleague)  Pastor. — Bev.  Bobkiit  SorxircATE,  was 
installed  7tli  Febrnary,  18:58,  and  on  Dr.  Tenuey's  resignation  12tli 
January,  1841,  became  sole  pastor  of  the  Church.  He  was  born 
at  Portland,  ^Me.,  28  Jan.,  1808;  graduated  Bowdoin  College,  182(5, 
and  from  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  1820,  and  took  an  additional 
year  at  Yale  Divinity  School ;  was  pastor  at  AVoodstock,  Vt.,  18.31-18:56  ; 
"his  ministry  at  Wetherstield  must  l>e  accounted  as  among  the  spirir- 
ually  richest  in  the  history  of  the  Church.  The  greater  part  of  it  was  a 
time  of  revival,  and  in  the  five  years  during  which  it  continued,  175 
were  added  to  the  Church  ;"'  he  resigned  22  X'ov.,  1843,  and  from  1845- 
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49  was  at  ^[oiimo,  ^lii-h.,  siippliod  the  pulpit  at  Wilminiitoii,  X.  C, 
for  a  tiiiio;  from  18.')0  to  ^larcli,  1807,  was  scttlod  at  Ipswit'h,  Mass.; 
in  1870  was  railed  to  the  ('liiircli  at  Tlartfunl.  \'i.,  wlioro  he  rcinaiiKMl 
until  his  death,  0  FvU.,  1.^7;i.  He  was  a  welcimt'  ueeasioual  occiipaiit 
of  his  old  pulpit  in  Wctherstield.     The 

SLvtccnlJi  Pastor,  IJov.  Dr.  Mark  Tl'ckp:!;,  h.  at  Whitcstown, 
X.  Y.,  17  June,  1705;  grad.  Uuioii  Cull.  1S14;  was  settled  at  Alhany, 
X".  Y.,  ISIO;  at  Stillwater,  .\.  V.,  1S17;  at  Xdrthaiupton,  .Mass.,  1824; 
Troy,  X.  Y.,  1827;  Provideuee,  R.  I.,  18:57-4:;;  rec'd  degree  of  D.D. 
from  AVilliams''  CoU.  18.'51,  and  hcrauie  a  corporate  member,  ISoS,  of  the 
A.  E.  C.  F.  .M. ;  was  installed  at  Wothersfield.  i:.  Oct.,  1845;  he  was 
an  amiable  man,  a  faithful  pastor  and  a  popular  preacher.  Tn  185."), 
ill  health  compelled  his  n^signafion  and  his  pastorate  here  closed  24 
March,  1S5(!.  Subsequently  he  became  pastor  of  the  Church  at  Vernon, 
Ct.,  where  he  n-mained  until  18G2;  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Wethorsfield,  where  he  died.  19  3[arch,  1875,  and  was  honored  by 
the  First  Society  with  a  funeral  at  its  expense.  lie  published  many 
sermons  in  TJie  Xational  Pycachcr.  and  several  in  pami>hlet  form, 
among  which  were: 

1.  Rejoice  villi  Trembling.  A  TJianLsgiviiig  Sermon,  preached  at 
the  First  Congregational  fleeting  House  in  AVethersfleld,  Xovember 
26th,  184G.     Hartford,  1S4G.     8  vo.,  pp.  16. 

2.  Sermon  at  Interment  of  lice.  Calvin  Chapin. — See  Chapter  XIX. 

Two  i)ublications  relating  t<i  Dr.  Tucker  may  here  be  noted,  viz.: 

1.  Official  Documents  of  tlic  Presbytery  of  Albany,  exhibiting  the 
Trials  of  John  Chester  and  ^lark  Tucker  [then  of  Troy,  X.  Y.].  Sche- 
nectady, 1818.     8  vo. 

2.  A  Statement  of  Facts  in  Relation  to  the  Call  and  Installation  of 
Rev.  Mark  Tucker  over  the  Society  in  Northampton.  Xorthampton, 
1824.     8  vo.,  pp.  35. 

Seventeenth  Pastor. — Eev.  "Willis  S.  Coltox,  installed  as  pastor  at 
Wethersfield,  17  Sept.,  1850,  is  a  native  of  Eoyalton,  X".  Y.,  b.  25 
June,  1828,  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters ; 
an  eminently  ministerial  family,  the  father  and  six  of  his  sons  being 
graduates  of  Y.  C.  and  of  the  clerical  profession.  ^Ir.  C.  grad.  Y.  C. 
1850,  and  Yale  Divinity  School,  1850,  and  was  from  1852-56  tutor  in 
the  College.  He  remained  in  the  Wethersfield  pastorate  until  July 
18,  1860;  removed  to  Washington,  Ct.,  where  he  served  nearly  eleven 
years,  then  another  eleven  years  (1877-88)   at  Warren,  Ct.,  then  five 
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years  at  Wayne,  ^[icli.,  wIicir-c  lie  rcsij^iicd  Jiiiio  1,  1S93,  and  now 
(1903)  res.  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  His  son,  Arthur  Colton,  is  well  known  as 
a  writer. 

Durinf]f  the  interval  of  nearly  two  years  which  intervened  between 
]\Ir.  Colton's  resignation  at  Werhersfield,  and  the  settlement  of  a  new- 
pastor,  the  Tiev.  Dr.  J.  C.  IJodwell,  Pr.-fessor  in  the  Hartford  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  Tlev.  Dr.  O.  E.  Daiigett,  formerly  ])astor  of  the 
South  Church  in  Hartford,  and  afterward  of  tlie  Church  in  Yale  Col- 
lege, occupied  the  pidi>it  at  Wetherstield  with  great  ability  and  acci'pta- 
bility.  Dr.  Daggett's  ministry  here  at  this  and  various  other  times,  if 
it  had  been  made  continuou.-ly,  would  have  equalled  a  pastorate  of 
nearly  two  years.  ^lentioii  may  also  lie  made  of  Eev.  W.  W.  Axdrews, 
for  more  than  thirty  years  a  resident  of  Wethersfield,  and  who 
though  belonging  to  another  comnnuH(tn  and  church  organization 
was  yet  a  lover  of  the  Church  of  God  in  all  its  forms,  and  whose 
genial  spirit  and  godly  life,  and  not  infrequent  ministerial  service  in 
this  pulpit,  and  yet  oftener  at  the  burial  of  our  dead,  was  a  perpettuil 
testimony  to  the  truth  and  love  of  God,  and  brought  comfort  to  many 
sorrowing  hearts. 

E'ujlitccr.ih  Pcidcr.—:S cxt,  after  :\rr.  CoUou,  came  Ttcv.  Aakon 
C.  Adams,  born  in  Bangor,  INFo.,  7  April,  1815;  gradiuited  at  Bowdoin 
College  in  183G;  studied  at  Lane  Theological  Seminary,  Cincinnati, 
O.,  and  at  Bangor  Theological  Seminary,  from  which  latter  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  IS:]!).  He  occupied  pastorates  at  Gardiner,  ^ic, 
]\ralden,  ]\Iass.,  and  Auburn.  ^Me.,  before  coming  to  Wethersfield,  where 
he  was  installed  IS  ^March,  180S;  remaining  here  until  30  June,  1879. 
He  was  subsequently  pastor  of  the  church  at  Thompson,  Conn.,  for 
about  eight  years — and  returned  to  "Wethersfield,  where  he  has  since 
resided;  having  had  charge  of  a  church  in  Kocky  Hill,  for  several  years. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Adams'  published  works  were: 

1.  Historic  Sketch  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Wethersfield, 
given  from  the  pulpit,  July  9,  lS7r..     Hartford,  1877.     8  vo.,  pp.  24. 

2.  Fiftj/  Years  among  the  Ministers  and  Churches.  A  Sermon 
preached  to  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut, 
July  21,  1889.     Hartford,  18S9,  pp.  24. 

3.  H.  S.  A.,  1813-1802.  [A  memorial  of  Harriet  Sargent  Adams. 
By  Rev.  A.  C.  Adams,  1893.]     pp.  20. 

Nineteenth  Pastor. — Rev.  Lkwis  W.  Hicks,  native  of  Charleston, 
Mass.,  succeeded  to  the  Wethersfiebl  pastorate,  14  September,  1881, 
at  salary  of  $1,500.     Born  in  1S45,  he  graduated  at  Yale  in  1870,  and 
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at  the  Ilartfdnl  Tli(<ilui;ic:il  Sciiiiiiiirv  in  l.'^Tl.  His  first  pastc^rato 
■was  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  fnmi  1>74-1>>1.  In  issT,  a  hroiichial  affec- 
tion obliged  him  to  spend  a  winter  in  the  South  to  regain  his  heahh  ; 
but,  no  penuaneiit  benefit  ensiiinii',  he  i-esi^ned  his  ottieo  2i'i  Scptenilier, 
1S88,  and  went  West,  wliero  lie  took  eliari:c  of  the  ehurch  at  Pufblo, 
Col.,  in  the  fall  of  that  year;  and  later,  l^l'O,  of  one  at  Denison,  Texas. 
He  returned  East  in  May,  IM'^,  and  was  pastor  of  the  eliureh  at 
Wellesley,  Mass.,  where  he  was  installed  l;]  December,  lb'J-2.  lie  now 
resides  at   Hartford  and  preaches  occasionally. 

Ticenlicth  Pasfor. — Kev.  William  II.  Teel,  of  Xew  Yovk  City, 
a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College  and  of  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
succeeded  him,  i> 4  Ajtril,  18M),  at  salary  of  $1,500  and  transportation. 
Dismissed  1  Jan.,  IS'J.j.  He  is  at  present  pastor  of  a  church  at  Vernon, 
Connecticut. 

Twenty-first  Pastor. — .March  :;,  lJ>iMj,  the  Ilev.  WiLLiAii  ^fouLU- 
ING  Bai-cku  was  indiu-ted  into  full  pastoral  relations  with  this  ancient 
church,  on  a  salary  of  $1,.">00,  and  trans[)ortation  from  England.  ^Lr. 
Baker  is  a  native  of  I.eyland,  Eng.  :  grad.  Is>s0,  froni  tin;  ^letliodist 
Coll.  at  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  labored  as  a  missionai'v  in  Manitob;i 
and  in  18S4,  removed  to  ^linnesota,  where  ho  became  pastor  at  Crooks- 
ton,  lieturiiing  to  Enghind  on  a  vi>it  in  isST,  he  became  a  mendier  of 
the  Congregational  Union  of  p'ngland  and  Wales,,  and  acceptetl  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  (dinrch  in  Leyland,  Eng.,  his  native 
place.  From  there  he  was  called  to  the  charge  of  the  Church  at  IJil.^ton, 
a  suburb  of  Wolverhampton,  where  he  labored  successfully  for  five  years. 
Coming  again,  in  18;)r>,  with  his  wife,  who  is  a  native  of  Canada,  on 
a  visit  to  the  United  States,  he  was  providentially  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Wethersfiekl  Church,  where  he  was  installed — the  (,'hnrch  thus 
again  (after  an  interval  of  218  years,  from  the  death  of  liev.  Joseph 
Rowlandson,  in  1078),  coming  under  the  preaching  of  an  English-born 
minister.     He  was  dismissed  2  ]\Larch,  180'-J. 

Tiventij-sccoud  Pastor. — Rev.  Geor(;e  Larkix  Clakk,  the  pres- 
ent, became  ])astor  in  June,  1S!)!».  lie  was  bom  IG  Aug.,  isi'j,  in 
Tewksbury,  ^fass.  ;  was  educated  at  Lowell  High  School,  grad.  Amherst 
College,  1872;  was  at  Vale  Divinity  School,  for  two  years,  but  grad. 
at  L'nion  Theological  Seminary,  X.  V.  City,  1870.  His  first  pastorate 
was  at  Shelburne,  J\Lass.,  22  Dec,  1870,  to  spring  of  1884;  his  next 
at  Westerly,  R.  L,  from  spring  of  1882.  to  hist  of  Sept.,  1888;  at 
Farmington,  Ct.,  2",  Oct.,  1888,  to  June,  1800.     See  Gpiirnlof/irs. 

This  completes  our  record  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
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Wetlicraiiold,  l)()th  as  reiianls  its  ininistcrs  aii'l  it:,  houses  of  \vor:-liip. 
"No  other  Congrogiitional  (or  Pi-csbyteriau )  oriranization  has  ever 
existed  within  the  limits  of  the  First  Socit-ry;  ami  no  other  ehurL-h 
edifice  of  sut'h  dononiination  has  been  erected  within  the  same  limits. 

Gi.ASTO.\iu-i;v.' — The  Second  Chiirch  Or'janizaiioii  from  ]Vilhcrs- 
field. — On  the  east  side  of  the  lliver.  at  Xaulme,  the  people 
had  been  authorized  by  the  General  Court.  .M.iy  "^th.  lODO,  to  organize 
both  as  a  parish  and  township  ;  Wetlicrsfidd  having  consented  Dec.  20ih, 
1689.  Nevertheless,  the  east-side  inhabitant?  were  in  no  hurry  to 
become  a  separate  body  politic;  and  it  was  not  till  July  2Sth,  1602. 
that  a  minister  was  called.  He  had  been  {.reaehinir  there  since  17th 
of  April  of  the  same  year.  It  was  the  Rev.  Ti.n[othy  STKVf:NS.  of 
Roxbury,  ^lass.,  son  of  Timothy  Stevens.  He  had  been  graduated  at 
Harvard  College,  in  1687,  and  probably  had  l>e<-ii  settled  at  no  other 
place.  In  strictness,  Glastonbury's  existence  as  a  town  dates  frum 
July,  1693;  the  date  of  ^Ir.  Stevens'  settlement  as  a  "good  orthodox 
minister,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  Act  granting  town  privileges  to  the 
east-side  people. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  160.")  (  I)  and  was  granduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1687.  He  began  to  preach  in  (jla:-r'.nl)ury,  says  the  Rtw. 
Alonzo  Chapin,  D.D.,  in  April,  1692  ;  but  was  not  ordained  until  after 
the  completion  of  the  meeting  house,  which  was  in  October,  1693.  His 
first  wife,  whom  he  married  ^lay  17th,  1694.  was  Eunice,  daughter  of 
John  Chester,  of  Wethersfield.     He  died  April  14tii,  1726. 

The  meeting  house  was  built  on  land,  donated  for  that  purpose,  of 
John  Hubbard  and  Samuel  Smith.  Each  gave  tive  acres,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  "country  road,"  with  a  four-red  hiirhway  (reserved  by  the 
donors)  between  the  two  tracts.  The  tract  given  by  each  was  ten  rods 
wide  and  eighty  rods  long;  being  out  of  the  lands  originally  owned  by 
George  Wyllys  (  ?)  and  Robert  Rose,  respectively.  It  was  afterward 
known  as  "The  Green."  By  the  terms  of  the  gift,  which  was  to  the 
town — it  was  provided  that  a  burying  ground  miirht  be  set  apart  in  the 
same  tract ;  and  the  ancient  cemetery  is  in  it.  The  To^\•n  House  was 
also  set  upon  it.  But  since  the  destructinu  <:£  the  first  meeting  house, 
by  fire,  in  1734,  no  similar  structure  has  been  placed  on  this  tract. 

The  number  of  house  holders  in  Glastonbury  in  1690,  was,  as  Dr. 
Chapin  thinks,  about  thirty-four.  Their  names  are  in  the  following 
list: — Ephraim  Goodrich,  Joseph  Smith,  .John  Harrington,  Thomas 
Brewer,  Ebeuezcr  Hale,  John  Strickland,  J'Jm  Hale,  William  H<nise, 


'See  latter  part  of  Chapter  IV,  as  to  civil  organization  of  Glastonbury. 
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Samuel  Ilall,  Sen.,  Patrick  Stoani  [Str.Mni  (  ?)],  Ricl.anl  Troat.  Son., 
Thomas  Treat,  liiclianl  Sniitli.  Juliii  Ildllistor,  Jotiatlian  Siiiitli,  Sam. 
Hale,  Jr.,  Sam.  Smith.  .Idlin  lliihhanl,  Jusopli  Hills.  Joliii  Ivillxmrn, 
Sam.  Welles,  Tho.  Hair,  Rich.  Treat,  Jr.,  Will.  Wiekliam,  Jonathan 
Hale,  Eonj.  Hale,  Tho.  ilollister,  .loseph  Ilolli-ster,  Sen.,  Joseph  Hol- 
lister,  Jur.,  IJenj.  Smith,  Tho.  Loveland.  Jo.seph  Jjidwell,  Ivioh.  Fo.v, 
Xath.  Taloott,  Tho.  Kiniherly,  Renj.  Taleott.  Daniel  Wrii^lit.  David 
Hollister,  Ed.  IJentoii,  Will  Miller,  Sam.  Gaines  and  Ephraim  Hol- 
lister.  The  first  twenty-fonr  names  are  those  of  persons  who  signed 
the  agreement  to  hnild  the  rirst  meeting  house.  The  full  list  is  that 
of  the  signers  to  the  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  for  ownership 
privileges  for  the  inhai)itants  on  the  east  side  of  the  River. 

It  is  the  writer's  helief  that  .some  in  the  foregoing  list  were  not  living 
on  the  east  side  of  the  River;  and  that  there  wei*e  honscholders  on 
that  side  whose  mimes  do  not  appear  in  this  list.  The  subsequent 
history  of  this  parish  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  Town  of  Glastox- 

BUKY. 

Newingtox  P.vinsn. — The  initiative  measures  for  a  separate  parish 
for  the  west  side  of  tlie  townshi]>.  were  begun  in  170S:  about  twenty- 
five  years  after  the  first  settler  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  that  section. 
The  settlers  there  were,  as  a  rule,  sons  or  grandsons  of  inhabitants  of 
Wethersfield  village,  holding  lands  that  had  been  set  out  under  the 
Town's  allotments  of  1(!70-1,  and  lODS--!-.  For  the  subsequent  history 
of  this  parish  and  its  ministers,  the  readed  is  referred  to  Chapter  XIX. 

Stepney  (now  Rocky  IIii.i.).' — The  Third  EccJcsiasfirnl  Parish 
in  Wethersfiehl. — Perhaps  the  first  movement  toward  securing  eccle- 
siastical autonomy  at  Rocky  Hill,  was  a  petition  from  that  sec- 
tion, presented  to  a  town  meeting  at  Wethersfield,  Deceml)er  19, 
1720,^  asking  for  a  grant  nf  CO  acres  of  lan<l,  for  church  U'^e.  The 
petition  was  signed  by: — Tho.  Williams,  Sen.,  Jonathan  Curtis,  Sam. 
Collins,  Tho.  Goodrich,  Jonathan  Riley,  Jacob  Riley,  Joseph  Crowfoot, 
Gideon  Goodrich,  Samuel  Smitli,  Abraham  ilorris,  Joseph  Butler, 
Jonathan  Smith,  John  Goodrich,  Sam.  Relden,  John  Riley.  Stephen 
Riley,  Joseph  Riley,  Will.  Xott.  Stephen  Williams,  Joseph  Cole,  John 
Taylor,  Richard  Rutler  and  Elihu  Dickinson;  all  being  "inhabitants  of 
Rocky  Hill."  The  petitioners  allege  that  they  are  '*not  vet  formed 
into  a  distinct  Society  for  y^  pulilick  worship";  but  ''it  is  hopefull  that 


'See  latter  p.irt  of  Cli.Tp.  IV,  for  .Stepney's  civil  beginnings;  also  CIi.Tp.  XVIII. 
*  Wethersfield  Toun   Votes,  II.,  p.  11. 
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we  may  bo  so  in  time,  aiul  how  so(jii  wo  know  not";  and  tliat  thoy  wish 
"to  prepare  ourselves  for  so  good  a  design." 

In  the  following  ^IavcW  the  Town  granted  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  chose  Ens.  Joshua  bobbins,  Lieut.  Rol)ert  Welles  and 
Jonathan  Ikirnliam,  to  lay  out  the  tract.  In  the  petition  it  was  re- 
quested that  the  land  l«gin  -near  the  St. .no  Pit,  and  so  running  north." 
In  ]\Iay,  1720,  the  connuittec  hiid  it  out  as  follows:— Beginning  at 
Cold  Spring,  leaving  the  head  of  it  "2  or  0  rods  east  of  the  Parsonage," 
thence  S.  22°  W.,  12  chains;  thence  W.  22°  X.,  20  chains;  thence  IST. 
22°  E.,  00  chains;  E.  22'  S.,  20  chains;  and  S.  22°  W.,  to  Cold  Spring. 
This  was  the  tract  of  00  acres.  They  also  laid  out  a  tract  of  eight 
acres  "'for  the  minister,"  on  the  east  side  of  the  foregoing,  "between  the 
northeast  corner  and  C<.]d  Spring."  This  "Stone-pit"  was  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road  leading  from  Rocky  Hill  to  Griswoldville;  this  tract 
is  traversed  by  a  small  stream  tlowing  northerly,  and  on  it  stands  the 
house  now  or  lately  of  "Wm.  "Warner.  The  whole  tract  was,  in  1S.51, 
leased  to  Wm.  W.  Warner,  for  the  term  (jf  099  years;  the  rent  being 
$860. 

This  was  followed,  by  a  petition,  December  11,  1721,  of  certain 
people  at  Rocky  Hill,  to  be  allowed  to  have  "a  suitable  person  to  preach 
with  then,  from  Dec.  to  April  1  next,  1722,"  ai  iIkIt  own  cost. 

Rocky  Hill  was  made  a  parish,  by  the  act  of  the  General  Court,  in 
May  10,  1722.  Its  northern  limit  was  Samuel  Dix's  (lately  Russell 
Adam's)  corner,  including  the  Dix  lot,  and  the  homestead  of  Peter 
Blin;  the  latter  being  its  northwest  corner.  Erom  the  west  side  of 
Blin's  lot  the  west  line  extended  southerly,  along  the  west  ends  of  the 
lots  of  the  west  side  of  the  main  road  from  Rocky  Hill  to  ^Nliddletown, 
until  it  reached  the  third  tier  of  lots  north  of  the  :\[i<ldletown  line;  the 
tiers  in  question  ranging  east  and  west.  Here  was  an  east-and-west 
highway.  Thence,  the  line  extended  westerly,  to  the  end  of  said  third 
tier;  thence,  southerly,  to  the  highway  between  the  second  and  third 
tiers;  thence,  westerly,  to  the  end  of  the  second  tier;  thence  south- 
■westerly  to  the  highway  between  the  first  and  second  tiers;  thence 
•westerly,  to  the  end  of  the  first  tier;  thence  southerly,  to  Mid- 
dleto\\Ti  line;  so  that  the  three  tiers  lying  between  Beckley's 
Quarter  and  the  ^liddletown  road  were  included.  The  east  line  was 
the  River,  Beaver  Brook,  and  the  stream  that  flows  into  it,  through 
Fearful  Swamp;  the  north  line  extending  due  east  from  Dix's  corner, 
to  the  said  stream.     These  boundary  lines  were  in  accordance  with  a 


'Idem.,  March  C,  1720-1. 
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petition  of  Joseph  Butler.  Richard  Butler,  Jonas  Holmes,  Joseph  Crow- 
foot, Edward  Bulkok-v.  Sam.  Williams,  Joseph  Belden.  Jonathan  Cur- 
tis, Sam.  Collins  and  H-'u].  Wriirlir  :  presented  in  town  meeting,  and 
voted  favorably  upon,  in  ^larcli.  17i.'2,  suhjcet  to  ratitieation  by  the 
General  Court. 

At  the  same  May  .-es^ion.  Will.  Pitkin.  Esq.,  Boger  Wolcott,  Esq., 
and  Ca])t.  Sam.  ^ilather,  Ky  direction  of  the  General  Court,  fixed  the 
site  for  the  proposed  meetinir  house.  In  ^lay,  l~-2-j,  the  new  parish 
was  christeneil  Stf.pxkv;  prutiahly  from  the  pari.-h  of  the  same  name 
(anciently  Siihcitliedi',  or  Stchfuliythe),  now  the  borough  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets,  London.  It  had  been  proposed  to  name  the  parish  Lexington; 
perhaps  beeause  Joseph  Grimes,  one  of  the  most  public-spirited  men 
at  Ilocky  Hill,  came  from  Lexington,  Mass.  For  further  history  see 
Chapter*  XVI I L 
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Leaf  of  School  Rkcokd.s  of  tiik  Fiit.sT  .'Society 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

L'vmu-cl tc ill's  E'liiciifioiiiil  Li  ij'ishdion — TIk'  Schools  of  WrthcrsfioJd — 
The  Srhuuls  uf  Sli'[incij  I'arish  { Rorkij  Hill),  (tnd  uf  West  Farms 
( XcwiiKjfoii) — Priiatc  Schools — Viilc   Collcijc   in    WcllirrsficJd. 

[By  Sherman  W.  Adams.  Esq.] 

Foil  ilAXY  years  the  ennrrol  of  schools,  and  of  public  instruction 
iiciKM-ally,  was  in  tho  Tnwn.  Tlie  Code  of  1G50  made  it 
obligatnrv  np<in  each  fDWU,  cuntaiiuiie.-  tifry  liousclioldors,  to  appoint  a 
schooluiastor;  and  in  IHTT,  a  penalty  of  tivo  pounds  was  imposed  upon 
any  town  convicted  of  neglectinir  to  maintain  a  school  f<n"  at  least  three 
months  in  the  year.  In  lt!7N,  it  was  provi(l(>d  tliat  each  town  having 
thirty  families  should  appoint  some  person  to  teach  reading  and  writing. 
In  1G90,  the  school  year  was  made  si.x  months  in  length.  This  was  the 
same  year  in  which  free,  classical  schodls  were  required  to  l)e  estab- 
lished; one  at  Hartford,  and  the  other  at  Xew  Haven.  In  1700,  the 
law  provided  that  all  towns  having  .seventy  families  ar.d  upward,  should 
keep  a  school  the  year  round:  those  having  less  than  seventy  families  to 
keep  school  half  the  year.  Each  town  was  to  be  paid,  by  the  Colonial 
treasurer,  for  school  purposes,  a  sum  equal  to  forty  shillings  upon  each 
£1,000  of  its  grand-list ;  provided  a  school  had  been  maintained.  AVhere 
this  sum  was  insufficient,  one-half  the  dcticiency  was  to  be  made  up  by 
the  town,  and  the  other  half  by  rlie  attending  children.  In  1702,  it  was 
provided  that  the  constables  collect  the  school-rate  of  forty  shillings, 
and  pay  it  directly  to  the  .co??!?/!(7/ee  of  the  town,  or  the  Selectmen, 
where  there  was  no  committee;  thus  recognizing,  for  the  first  time,  the 
office  of  committee.  In  1711,  it  was  re-(MKicted  that  the  school  rate 
be  paid  by  the  Colonial  Tn^isnrer,  to  the  town  committee. 

In  1712,  it  was  provided  that  the  several  pnrishes  receive  the  school 
moneys,  based  upon  llirir  respective  granddists,  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  school  in  each  parish.  This  was  the  first  step  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  modern  School  Society.  In  1714,  the  "civil  author- 
ities," with  the  selectmen  of  the  respective  to'v\Tis,  were  made  school 
"visitors." 

In  1717,  the  law  provided  that  each  "society  or  parish,"  having 
seventy  families  and  iipward,  maintain  a  school  for  eleven  months  in 
each  year.     If  there  were  less  then  seventy  families,  then  the  school 
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was  to  bo  kept  half  the  ycnir.  The  hoii.srJioldcrs  in  tlioir  rospecTive  par- 
ishes were  to  be  tlie  legal  vi iters  in  meetings  of  the  society.  A  subst-iueut 
act,  the  same  year,  pnividcMl  that  the  " inJiahifaiitu"  (which  meaiit  the 
legal  voters)  in  each  parish  shoukl  have  power  to  lay  taxes.  chix>se 
a  clerk,  cdinmittee,  and  a  collector  for  the  school  and  minister"-  rates. 
At  this  time  l)rit  one  minister  was  recognized  as  regular,  in  each  }u!ri?h. 

In  1726,  the  school  rate,  so  far  the  colony  had  any  agency  in  its 
collection,  was  abolished.  Tn  the  same  year  provision  was  for  the  lirst 
time  made  for  the  organization  of  an  older  section  of  a  town  (  aftt^r  ="me 
newer  section  had  been  constituted  a  ])arish,  or  society),  into  a  jiarisa 
by  itself,  to  be  called  the  First  Society.  Ijcfore  the  division  of  a  r"^^^l- 
ship  into  two  or  more  socic^ties,  the  township  itself  had  been  C'n.-i'Iered 
as  one  society,  or  parish.  And  when  a  section  was  taken  off.  t"  fv/rin 
a  new  society,  it  left  the  older,  remaining  section,  unorganized,  as  a 
society,  imtil  the  passage  of  tlie  Act  of  1720.  A  healing  act  was  passed, 
at  the  same  time,  to  confirm  previons  doings  of  any  snch  First  S'<-iery. 

In  1728,  the  school  rate  of  forty  shillings  was  re-enacted.  In  the 
same  year  it  was  enacted  that  those  only,  shoidd  vote  in  society  nieetings 
who  had  a  f'-'^ohold,  rated  at  fifty  shilling*,  in  the  parish;  or  i'>ny 
pounds  on  the  grand-list;  or  were  "in  full  communion  with  the  Church." 

In  1727,  ''Church  of  England"  worshipers;  in  1729,  Quakers;  in  the 
same  year.  Baptists;  in  174:1,  Presbyterians,  and  dissentinrj  C'-ngre- 
gationalists  (in  special  cases  only) — were  permitted  to  organize  into 
ecclesiastical  societies  (without  territorial  limits),  and  support  min- 
isters of  their  own  choice ;  having  done  which,  they  would  be  exempted 
from  the  general  "minister's  rate.''  In  this  way,  gradually,  the  con- 
trol of  ecclesiastical  matters  was  passing  from  the  hands  of  the  si>cieties 
(parishes)  ;  excepting  as  to  the  onej  regularly  established,  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

In  1733,  it  was  pi'ovided  that  the  avails  of  the  sales  of  lands  in  the 
western  part  of  the  colony,  be  distributed  among  the  pre-existing  t';-^^-n5, 
in  proportion  to  their  tax  lists,  for  school  purposes. 

In  1742,  the  setting-up  of  schools  not  under  "orthodox"  supervision, 
was  prohibited.  Xo  person  not  orthodox  was  allowed  the  benefit  of  the 
laws  for  the  support  of  ministers;  and  woe  betide  the  clergyman  who 
should  be  caught  in  the  act  of  preaching,  if  he  were  a  "dissentinir." 
or  "separate"  preacher — without  the  permission  of  the  regular  min- 
ister of  the  parish.  He  was  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment.  A  V'arish 
might  have  more  than  one  school  within  its  limits;  but  disfrict<:  were 
then  unknown.     The  subdivision  of  a  parish  was  sometimes  called  a 
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''prceiiK-t" ;  hut  it  was  still  uiulor  parish  i-ontrol.  A  parish  was  some- 
times fonued  from  sections  of  two,  or  more,  towns. 

In  1740,  it  was  eiiaet(Ml  that  di-<seiiluifj  worshipers  he  not  allowed  to 
participate  in  any  town  or  society  V(jte  concerning  the  settlement  or 
maintenance  of  the  minister  of  the  cstuhlislied  church;  Tior  the  huiklinj; 
or  maintaining  of  the  meeting  house. 

In  1750,  the  school  rate  was  reduced  from  forty  shillings  per  £1000 
to  ten  shillings.     In  l7tU,  the  office  of  society  treasurer  was  created. 

In  1700,  the  selectmen  were  autlinrized  to  receive  the  excise  moneys 
(on  liquors,  teas,  etc.),  and  pay  over  the  same  to  the  school  conunittees. 
The  school  rate  was  increased  from  ten  shillings  per  £1000  to  twenty 
shillings.     It  was  raised  to  forty  shillings  in  1077. 

It  was  at  this  time,  170<i,  that  the  system  of  school  districts 
was  inaugurated.  Towns  and  parishes  were  authorized  to  divide  them- 
selves into  such  districts.  lUit  the  management  of  these  districts  still 
remained  in  the  town,  or  the  j)arish,  as  the  case  might  be. 

In  1777,  all  Separates  (a  term  which  then  included  all  who  sup- 
ported any  other  than  the  cs/ahlishfd  cluirch  of  the  town  or  parish), 
shoxil'l  Ko  exempt  from  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  established 
church  of  the  place.     This  was  the  most  lii)eral  measure  so  far  provided. 

In  1780,  an  act  was  passed  which  recognized  the  possibility  of  two 
or  more  parishes  having  the  sanip  limits,  and  providing  for  an  appor- 
tionment of  moneys  raised  therein  liy  taxation.  It  is  probable  that  this 
anomalous  condition  existed  in  very  few  instances  only;  since  it  was 
very  much  such  a  case  as  would  be  that  of  two  townships,  having  exactly 
the  same  boundary  lines. 

In  1791,  provision  was  made  for  exempting  dissenting  worshipers 
from  the  payment  of  parish  (minister's,  and  church)  taxes,  upon  filing 
a  sworn  certificate  that  they  attended  a  Separate  church,  of  whatever 
denomination,  and  aided  in  its  support.  At  a  later  session,  the  same 
year,  a  more  liberal  provision  was  substituted,  abolishing  the  require- 
ment of  a  sworn  certificate.  The  one  orthodox  church,  however,  still 
retained  its  territorial  limits,  and  this  was  the  only  parish. 

In  1794,  the  autonomy  of  school  districts  was,  for  the  first  time, 
mainly  established.  They  were  empowered  to  lay  taxes,  build  school 
houses,  choose  a  clerk  and  collector,  the  qualifications  for  voters  being 
the  same  as  those  required  of  voters  in  society  meetings. 

In  1797,  school  districts  were  authorized  to  choose  a  treasurer,  and 
to  buy  land  for  school  purpfises,  etc. ;  but  their  school  committees  were 
still  cho.sen  only  liy  the  town,  or  parish. 
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In  1798,  a  separation  of  educational  functions  from  ecclesiastical 
was  effected.  Thcncctortli  thf  cDiitrol  of  school  affnirs  was  to  Im*  vested 
in  "school  societies";  but  tlie  old  "societies''  retained  their  parochial 
powers,  and  still  chose  the  district  committees. 

In  1799,  school  soeietic's  were  £;iven  ampler  powers,  as  to  forniiiig 
districts;  estahlishiiiu:  hii;h  schools;  a])poijitin^  committees  and  visitors 
for  the  district  schools,  etc.  \Vhil>t  ecclesiastical  societies  still  existed, 
it  was  for  ecclesiastical  jmrposes  merely;  the  parish  was  becoming 
superceded  hy  the  school  society. 

In  1801,  ecclesiastical  society  taxes,  of  non-resident  taxpayers,  were 
allowed  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  such  religious  denominations 
as  the  taxpayer  was  a  member  of.  The  divorce  of  the  school  society  from 
the  ecclesiastical  was  )iotr  coi)ij)lcle. 

In  1S17,  the  act  was  passed  which,  practically,  placed  all  Christian 
denominations  on  the  same  level,  as  regarded  the  freeclom  of  separation 
from  any  one  of  them,  and  joining  with  another;  and  thereby  becoming 
exempt  from  further  liability  for  the  minister's  rate  of  the  denomina- 
tion or  society  from  which  he  separated.  This  was  anticipating  the 
effect  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State;  soon  thereafter  to  be  adopteil. 

Since  the  ado"ption  of  the  Constitution,  ti;ck'siastical  societies,  as 
parishes,  having  territorial  limits,  have  become  obsolete.  School  socie- 
ties were  aholishcd  in  1S5G,  and  their  functions  transferred  to  the 
towTis;  but  in  a  few  cases,  by  special  act,  they  have  been  revived. 

Education — School  Dislrirls,  etc. — In  the  early  history  of  every 
New  England  town,  the  ''schoolmaster"  was  ever  an  important  pul)lic 
functionary.  Like  the  minister,  he  Avas  appointed  in  town  meeting,  or 
else  by  a  committee  chosen  in  such  meeting.  The  Wetherstield  records 
<lo  not  show  when  the  first  schoolmaster  was  chosen,  nor  who  he  was, 
nor  when  the  first  school  house  was  bnilded.  The  first  schoolmaster 
mentioned  is  Thomas  Lord,  in  1058,  appointed  by  the  following  vote.' 

[Fortunately,  by  means  of  an  item  from  the  Records  of  the  Gen. 
Court,  3  Oct.,  1G.50,  kindly  furnished  us  by  the  late  State  Librarian, 
Mr.  C.  J.  Hoadley,  we  are  enabled  to  ante-date  this  statement,  by  ten 
years,  1650/1-1G56,  and  know  that  ^Ir.  Wij.LiAir  .Taxes,  a  distin- 
^lished  schoolmaster  of  Xew  Haven,  was  secured  by  the  Wethersfield 
people  to  school  their  children. — See  record  in  Janes  GeiieaL,  Vol.  IL 
H.  R.  S.] 

"A  Towne  meting  at  Weathersfeld,  this  l.'Uh  of  Aprell,  1058,  sea- 
sonablely  worned  by  the  Townesmcn.     And  it  was  legually  uoated  and 
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cast,  hy  the  niaig(jr  part,  rhat  Tlumias  Lonl  hliould  bo  skollmastor  at 
Weathersft'ld  this  yoarc 

"Legually  iioatinl  ami  cast,  liy  the  iiiaifror  part,  that  those  chihlren 
that  are  sent  to  skull  to  him  this  ycarc,  shall  pay  aight  shillings  p. 
head;  and  the  rest  to  he  raised  upon  rhe  Toune ;  to  the  uallue  of  twenty- 
fine  pound,  and  the  house  an<l  land  he  had  fovenierly." 

The  words,  "which  he  had  formerly"  in  the  above  vote,  would  indi- 
cate that  he  had  previously  served  the  town  in  the  same  capacity. 

ilr.  Lord,  at  this  time  about  40  years  of  age,  was  a  brother  of 
Richard  Lord,  at  Hartford.  He,  afterward,  became  famous  as  a  "bone- 
setter" ;  perhaps,  the  most  skillful  one  in  the  country. 

The  next  year,  the  same  salary  was  vnted,  and  the  manner  of  raising 
the  amount,  was  designated : 

"March  the  24,  '5S-'50. 
"It  was  allsoe  voted  y'  Thomas  Lord  should  be  schoolemaster  for  the 
yeare  insueing,  and  to  have  £2o  for  the  yeare,  and  the  house  lott,  and  the 
vse  of  the  medow,  as  formerly;  and  the  twenty-tiue  pound  is  to  be  raysed 
of[f]  ihe  children,  at  S,s'  per  head  of  such  as  come  to  schoole,  and  the 
remainder  by  rate  of [f]  all  the  inhabitants,  made  by  the  list  of  estate. 

"At  the  same  Towne  meting,  Mv.  Tho.  Lord,  Scolemaster,  p'pounded 
severall  p'jiessesian  [propositions]  to  the  Towne;  to  wett,  namely: 
£30  p.  yeare  in  sueing,  and  mending  the  house  and  deging  a  well. 
All  which  p'posisions  the  Towne  uoated  against,  by  a  full  uoat.  With 
use  of  the  land.  "    [Ibid.  p.  64]. 

"At  a  Towne  fleeting,  this  15th  ;Jm.,  1600  [Wcth.  Town  Votes, 
L  p.  66] 

"It  was  voted  and  agreed  that  Mr.  Lord  should  be  accepted  as  sclnxd- 
master  for  this  yeare,  p'nided  that  he  will  accept  of  that  for  his  pay 
that  m[ay]  be  freely  contrybuted  to  him  by  the  Towne. 

"At  a  second  vote  was  granted  him  the  vse  of  the  house,  and  the  land 
w'h  he  formerly  had." 

At  this  time,  "School  Districts"  were  unknown,  and  "School  Socie- 
ties" had  not  yet  been  formed.  The  whole  township  was  the  smallest 
territory  within  which  jurisdiction  was  exercised  for  educational  pur- 
poses. Wlien  the  town  was  divided  into  parishes,  "School  Societies" 
were  gradually  formed,  whose  limits  were  co-e.xtensive,  as  a  rule,  with 
those  of  the  parishes  in  which  they  originated,  respectively.     In  fact, 
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for  a  long  time,  tlio  Parish  and  the  Sehoul  Societies  were  one  and  the 
same  thing,  as  to  organization  and  officer.-?.' 

The  tirs^t  school  house  mentioned  nn  Wftlier:iti'^dd  records  st<X'd  on 
land  now  owned  hy  the  heirs  of  Dr.  A.-hWl  Robertson,  next  south  of 
the  lot  on  which  the  Silas  J)('ane  hou-e  now  stands,  ^'hcn  it  was 
erected,  we  can  not  say.  The  land  on  which  it  stood  had  been  given  by 
the  Town  to  Wm.  Smith,  in  .March,  liUT  :  :ind  when  the  To^^•^l  re^'ained 
possession  of  it,  or  in  what  manner,  doe-  nor  appear  of  record.  In  I'^'ji.), 
the  school  house  had  lR'C(jm(>  nntit  for  lon-'-r  st-rvice :  and  in  July  of 
that  year  the  Town  voted  to  purchase  land  and  a  ucw  -chool  house.  For 
this  purpose,  it,  in  lOt);;,  exchanged  the  ..Id  lot  and  building  for  the 
land  of  .Toseidi  Wright,  lying  between  lan.l  lately  of  Henry  Smith, 
deceased,  X.  and  Francis  Vates  and  the  burying  place  S. — r€-<^'>gni7.able 
to  us  as  the  premises  now  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  John  Williams.  F-<j., 
deceased. 

Meantime,  in  Xoveinber.  KKll,  at  a  Towii  Meeting,  a  new  school- 
master had  been  appointed. 

"NoV  4th,  lOGl ;  a  Toun.-  .Meting.- 

"It  was  ordered  at  tliis  Towne  ^Letting  tluit,  for  the  yeare  insueing. 
the  Towne  will  pay  towards  the  maintaining  of  a  schollmaster,  eight 
pounds.  It  was  allso  ordered  at  this  Alerting  that  the  schollmaster  shall 
haue,  for  the  year  in  sueing,  twenty-tine  pounds. 

"It  Avas  also  ordered  at  this  meting  that  all  the  malles  in  the  Towne, 
betwue  flue  yeares  old  and  tenn,  shall  make  that  eight  pounds  the  Towne 
giues  twenty-fiue  poiuids,  paying  allike,  liy  the  head,  whether  they  goe 
to  scholle  or  nott. 

"It  is  also  ordered  at  this  nutting  that  ^Mi*.  Elleazar  Kiml>erly  shall 
be  the  scholhnaster  for  the  yeare  in  sueing."" 

This  !Mr.  Ei.EAZLR  Klmukkt-y,  wh(^  was  appointed,  was  later  kuoAvu 
in  Colonial  history  as  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  and,  from 
his  education  and  ability,  must  liave  ju-oved  an  excellent  sch'H-'lmasrer. 

It  had  been  intended,  when  tlie  new  -chool  house  was  built  that  a 
parsonage  should  also  be  established;  but,  in  fact  neither  were  built. 
In  1665,  the  Town  authorized  a  Writing-Scho.il  f  be  kept:  and  in  the 
same  year,  December  tlie  8th,  1G<">.').' 

"At  a  Towne  ^leefting  at  AVeather^tVild.  it  was  voated  and  agreed 
that  .Tosiah  AVillard  should   tcacli   scoole  for  this  ensuinir  veare:   and 


'  M\th.  Toun  Votes.  T,  p.  38. 
•  Weth.  Town  Votes,  I,  p.  72. 
MFc//i.  Toun  Votes,  I,  p.  87. 
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that  fur  his  encouragement  therein  tlip  Towne  Jo  engage  to  allow  him 
six  pounds,  besides  what  will  come  in ;  in  particular,  by  the  scolars. 
And  he  to  begin  the  work  the  ISth  of  this  instant." 

In  1G67,  it  was  voted  to  .sell  the  "Town  bouse"  (the  old  Joseph 
Wright  dwelling-house)  and  lot,  and  exchange  them  for  a  parsonaire. 
In  the  meantime,  the  pupils  pn-liably  had  their  sessions  at  the  school- 
master's house. 

Mr.  WiLLAKi)  was  a  somewhat  distinguished  man  in  the  little  com- 
munity— the  ancestor  of  the  Wetherstield  Willards — and  he  resided 
on  the  S.  and  W.  side  of  Broad  Street. 

'•Alarch  22tb,  106G-7.' 

'^\t  this  Towne  Meeting  John  Coltman  [Coultmau]  was  chosen  to 
be  a  Schoolmaster;  and  the  Towne  aggreed  to  give  y^  said  John  Colt- 
man  six  i)ounds  by  the  year,  besides  what  comes  in  by  the  severall 
children  that  are  taught;  and  nho  to  provide  a  hou.^e  for  the  mid  John 
Coltman  to  teach  school  in.  And  John  Coltman  accepted  of  the  place, 
upon  the  above  said  conditions,  and  aggreed  to  'oegin  the  worke  alx^ut 
the  beginning  of  May  next." 

Coltman  lived  on  the  east  side  of  JJroad  St..  next  south  «i  At)raham 
Finch's. 

"December  21st,  1CGS.= 
"At  this  Towne  Meting  it  was  voated  and  agreed  with  Sam"  Butler 

to  keep  Schole  for  the  futer,  to  teach  childeren  to  read  and  write:  at 

[and?]  the  Towne  to  pay  unto  the  said  Sam"  tenu  shilliixgs  p""  month, 

by  way  of  rate,  over  and  al)ove  what  he  can  g(H?t  of  the  parrance  of 

the  children  hee  techeth." 

"December  the  2d,  1C72." 
"Itt  was  voted  that  the  Schoole  master,  Sam"  Butler,  shall  have  nine 

poundes  for  his  keepeing  Schoole  untill  the  last  of  March  next  ensuine."" 
Mr.  Butler  was  the  son  of  Richard  Butler,  of  Hartford,  and  be  had 

to  teach  in  a  "hired"  building — none  having  yet  Wen  built  to  take  the 

place  of  the  one  sold  in  IGO.'J. 

"March  9th,  1G75-G.^ 
"At   the  seam   Town  meeting   it  was   voted,   that    the  Townes  men 

sliould  bier  a  Scoulhouse  for  this  winter." 

In  the  meantime,  the  schoolmaster's  salary  had  been  reduced  from 

£25  to  £S  and  £10  per  annum ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  balance  of 

•76id.,  p.  100. 
»/6irf.,  p.  105. 
^  ihid.,  p.  133. 
'  Weth.  Toicn  Votes,  I,  p,  147. 
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the  coinpcnsatidu  nvIul-Ii  lie  must  liavc  rccoivt-d,  was  made  up  hy  an 
assessment  upon  the  schohirs.  This  seems  evident  from  the  tenor 
of  the  following  vote : 

"December  l.J,   Km  7.' 

"At  a  Towne  meotitiij;  tliis  day,  it  is  voted,  that  for  the  yeare  en- 
sueing,  j\L''  Kimberly  shall  have  .■)2"'^  [pounds^]  for  keijpiug  Seool; 
15°^  by  the  Town,  &  17'"'  by  y*  seollers ;  it  being  tlu'eo  quarters  of  a 
yeare  that  he  is  to  keep  y^  n^  seool ;  the  mony  to  be  raised  as  formerly. 

"It  is  allsoe  graute<l  that  there  be  a  seool  house  built  this  yeare  fol- 
lowing; and  .M""  Jii°  Ilol)l)ins,  Joseph  Edwards  Sc  Ecnia.  C'liurchall. 
Serg'  Sam"  Wright  ^*c  Lt.  Tho.  Ilollister,  be  a  eommitte  to  order  the 
building  of  the  s*^  house,  as  to  tlie  dimentions  thereof;  and  all  other 
things  about  the  carrying  on  t.^  finishing  the  s'^  seool  house." 

Evidently,  the  return  of  ^fr.  Kimberly  to  the  educational  charge  of 
their  children  had  stimulated  the  good  people  of  Wetherstield  to  furnish 
him  with  better  school  house  accommodations  than  a  "hired"  house 
could  do.  The  records  don't  intimate  the  location  of  this  new  school 
house,  but  it  is  presumed  to  have  been  upon,  or  very  near  to,  the  site 
of  the  present  Cluipel  of  tlie  Congregational  Church. 

That  !Mr.  KimboHy  renuiiiied  in  charge  for  some  years,  is  evident 
from  the  L/llowing  Towns  Votes  of  16S0  and  1G89,  in  the  tirst  uf 
which  he  is  mentioned  as  the  teacher,  while  in  the  second  is  intimated 
the  appointment  of  a  new  teacher.  It  is  probable  that  ^[r.  Kind)erly 
was  schoolmaster  for  about  25  years,  and  until  about  the  time  of  his 
removal  across  the  river.  In  the  last  year  of  his  service,  £20  was 
added  to  his  salary. 

"Decemb.  27,  ir.SO.= 
"It  was  also  voated,  at  the  same  meeting,  that  ^U  Eleazar  Kcml)erly 
shal  have  tcnne  pounds  a  year  aded  unto  his  maintainan[ce ;]   fine  by 
the  TowTie,  and  tine  by  the  scollars ;  and  tlie  s**  Schoolmaster  shal  kepe 
scoole  al  the  year. 

"December  25,  lOOD." 

"At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  and  agreed  that  the  Towne  doe 

alow  for  the  incurragment  of  a  Schoolmaster  tenn  pounds  to  bee  payd 

by  the  Towne,  liockehiU  excepted,  and  tenn  pounds  to  bee  payd  by 

the  boyes  between  six  years  old  and  twelve ;  and  if  any  other  boyes 


^Wcth.  Toini  Votes,  I,  p.  152. 
»  Weth.  Toun  Votes,  I,  p.  174. 
'Ibid.,  p.  258. 
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doe  goe  that  are  above  twelve  yeares  old,  thev  shall  par  theire  propor- 
tion, according  as  they  can  agree  with  the  Schoolmaster. 

"At  the  same  meeting  Tiio.m.vs  Fitch  wa.«  chosen  Sch.x.lmaster  for 
the  yearc  insening. 

"Att  a  town  meetting  liclfl  in  Werherslield,  on  the  16th  dav  of  Aprill, 
Annoque  Do.,  1700.' 

"There  being  necessity  for  to  e.xjjend  some  charge  in  repairing  the 
meetting  house  ^-  scool  house,  ar  this  meetting  M""  John  G.x.drich.  Serg' 
William  Goodrich  &  Denja.  Gilbert,  with  the  advice  of  the  select  men, 
are  chosen  a  comitte  to  repair  such  things,  in  the  meetting. house  or 
scool  house,  w'^  are  needfnll  for  y^  secureiug  the  same  from  the  in- 
jury of  the  weather,  and  other  necessaries  which  are  in  present  want.. 

"Their  proportion  of  country  nmny  du<-  to  the  scool;  :hat  is  to  sav. 
their  proportion  for  the  time  they  have  icepr  a  scool  the  year  pasr.  which 
is  five  months,  as  is  computed. 


'^-'.1 


"Town  ^Meeting,  ilarch  lo:h.  17" 
"At  this  metting  the  Farmers  have   Liberty  to  erect   a  Hovell.   or 
Shed,  to  tije  their  horses  under;  provided  it  be  done  with  timber,  and 
in  such  place  near  the  scool  house,  viz. :  in  s..me  convenient  place  where 
the  select  men  appoint." 

Schools  and  Districts   of   Old   or   First    Pari.sh    of    \V-rher.<n^-ld. 

At  a  Town  :\Ieeting  in  Wether.-tield,  .^[arch  2d,  17:?:]-4.  ir  was  voted 
that  the  "northern  inhabitants  of  the  First  Society  in  said  T-u-n" 
might  erect  a  small  .school  house,  -somewhere  near  the  U'>nhwesr  end 
of  Standishes  Lane,  so  as  not  to  prejudice  the  highway  therebv."  Thus 
it  is  seen  that  the  Town,  even  in  the  First,  or  Old  Society,  directed  in 
the  matter  of  the  schools.  As  School  Districts  were  unknown,  the  new 
school  house  should  be  considered  as  a  branch  of  the  school  house  of 
the  First  Society  or  Parish,  whose  first  meeting,  we  may  add,  was  held 
December  19th,  I72i'.  We  are  not  informed  whether  this  vote  was 
carried  out.  Perhai)s  the  contrary  .should  be  inferred:  since,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  First  Society,  December  21st.  1724,  and  again  X.- 
vember  14,  172G,  it  was  voted  to  "repair  y^  School  House  :"^no  men- 
tion being  made  of  more  tluin  one. 

These  last  votes  indicate  that  in  1724.  the  Tow-n  had  relinquished 
its  jurisdiction  over  the  matter  of  Schools  in  the  First  Society,  in  favor 
of  that  Society.  It  had  already  relinquished  its  active  control,  if  not 
its  jurisdiction,  over  Schools  at  Eocky  Hill,  in  1712,  before  the  for- 

'  Ibid.,  p.  260. 
'  /bid.,  p.  2S0. 
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mation  of  Stepney  Parish,  17-2;  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  the 
Town  exercised  jurisdiction  over  Schools  in  Xewington  Parish  after 
the  latter  was  constituted  such,  in  1712;  prior  to  which,  and  indeed 
until  ten  or  twelve  years  later,  probably — there  was  no  schuol  house 
in  Xewington. 

On  the  17th  Deceniher,  17.'];>,  the  First  Society  voted  a  new  school 
house  in  s*^  Society,  be  Imilt,  ■"in  or  near  the  same  place  where  the  Old 
School  House  now  stands;"  to  be  "four  foot  wider  k  four  foot  longer" 
than  the  old  one.  This,  we  su])pose,  to  have  been  on,  or  very  near  to 
the  present  site  i»f  the  Congregational  Chapel. 

In  December,  17;58,  the  Society  voted  to  '"plaster  the  School  house 
overhead,"  and  to  lay  tlie  "up{)er  great  tloor"  of  the  meeting  house  at 
the  same  time.  There  are  indications  that  the  school  house  in  question 
was  the  upper  room  of  the  inrrtint/  Jioii.se;  but  of  this  we  are  not  cei*- 
tain.  A  similar  vote  hail  passed,  in  Society  fleeting,  December  21st, 
1724. 

At  a  Town  fleeting,  lu-ld  March  ."Jth,  174."],  it  was  voted  that  "the  in- 
habitants of  the  First  Society  living  southward  of  the  brook  called 
Waddanis's  IJrook  shall  have  liberty  to  set  a  School  House,  for  their 
children,  on  the  Green  near  Xatlianiel  Deming's."  The  brook  in  ques- 
tion was  ar  +^v<t  known  as  Heaver  Pi'ook ;  pcvhaji.-^  'n.  is  be.-^i  known  to-day 
as  Tando's.  The  Green  in  (piestion  was  in  the  triangidar  plot  formed 
by  the  highways  intersecting  each  other  at  "'Egyi^t."  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  school  house  was  then  l)uilt. 

It  should  be  i)remised  that  as  early  as  February  12,  17'^9-40,  the 
First  Society  ha<l  voted  to  divide  the  "School,"  and  had  ehooson  Sam. 
Steele,  Elizur  Goodrich  and  John  Chester,  "to  view  and  consider 
where  it  may  be  most  convenient  to  draw  a  line  for  said  division." 
This  was  the  first  step  taken  toward  forming  what  would  now  be  called 
a  school  district.  December  20tli,  1740.  the  Connnittee  was  re-ap- 
pointed for  the  same  purpose,  with  power  to  build  one  or  two  school 
houses;  according  as  they  should  find  the  old  one  fit  or  unfit  to  be 
repaired  and  removed.  Permission  was  also  given  to  those  living 
on  the  Avest  side  of  the  brook  [Wadliam's]  to  send  their  children  there, 
to  be  taught  at  the  expense  of  the  inhabitants  on  that  side.  Whether 
the  school  house  there  was  one  which  had  been  built  for  that  purpose, 
or  was  hired,  does  not  appear;  proliablv  the  latter  was  the  case.  On 
June  1st,  1747,  the  Society  laid  a  tax  to  defray  the  charges  "that  have 
arisen  and  may  arise,"  in  building  two  school  houses.  On  the  7th  of 
September,  the  same  year  the  Society  voted  that  "the  youth  in  said 
Society  shall  be  instructed  in  one  school,  as  usual,  until  the  next  meet- 
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ing."  December  2Sth,  1747,  rhe  Society  voted  that  the  taxes  should 
be  equally  divided  Lotweeu  the  tiro  schools  therein.  On  the  10th  De- 
cember, of  the  year  follnvinir,  the  S<X'iety  chose  two  Comuiittee^,  one 
for  the  "Soutli"  scIkmjI  and  the  other  for  the  "Xorth"  one.  It  should 
be  explained  here  that  in  Decemljer,  1746,  the  Society  had  voted  tliat 
the  dividing  line  between  the  two  "Schools."  should  be  coincident  with 
"the  line  formerly  drawn  by  ^faj.  Bull  for  dividing  the  military  Com- 
pany in  this  To^\^l  intu  Bands  or  Companies.''  This  line  making  two 
districts  for  military  purposes  had  been  fi.xed,  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  by  Maj.  Jonathan  Bull,  in  lt]97;  and  the  First  train  band  had 
been  allotted  to  the  section  so\ith  of  the  line,  and  the  second  one  to  that 
on  the  north  of  the  same.  This  old  line  was  nearly  the  same  as  that 
now  separating  the  Broad  Street  district  from  the  High  Street.  As 
will  be  readily  seen,  it  varied  materially  from  the  Wadham's  Brook 
boundary  line,  established  in  1743-4,  which  it  took  the  place  of,  in  174G. 

From  all  this  mass  of  apparently,  conflicting  votes,  it  may  be  gathered 
that  the  Town  authorized  the  construction  of  a  second  school  house  in 
the  First  Society  (in  the  north  part)  as  early  as  1734,  but  the  additional 
structure  was  not  then  built;  that  in  1744,  the  Town  authorized  the 
same  Society  to  have  another  school  house  south  (and  west)  of  Wad- 
ham'?  (-^ow  Tando's)  Brck:  br.t  that,  if  a  school  waa  kept  there- 
prior  to  1747,  it  was  in  a  building  hired  for  the  purpose:  that  the  school 
house  was  authorized  by  the  First  Society  to  be  built  west  of  the 
Brook,  in  1740,  had  reference  to  the  same  section  designated  as  that 
south  of  Wadham's  Bn-ok.  in  1744- ;  that  in  1747-S,  two  school  houses 
co-existed  in  the  First  Society,  for  the  first  time;  the  one  in  the  first, 
or  South  ^[ilitary  District  of  lf>07:  the  other  in  the  Second,  or  Xorth 
Military  District.  The  sites,  however,  of  these  two  contemporaneous 
institutions  are  not  stated  in  the  records.  We  think,  however,  that  they 
were  the  same,  or  nearly  so,  as  at  present  occupied  by  the  Broad  Street 
and  Xorth  Brick  school  houses. 

The  Town  continued  to  be  watchful  to  some  extent  over  the  wants 
of  the  several  schools.  The  three  parishes  or  School  Societies,  as  they 
afterwards  became — chose  their  own  ministers  and  ""schoolmasters," 
and  their  clerks,  collectors  and  ""prudential"  committees  respectively; 
but  the  Tow7i  chose  the  tnhingmen.  designating  the  respective  Societies 
in  which  they  were  to  act.  And  it  furnished  the  fuel,  for  many  years, 
for  all  the  schools ;  giving  eight  loads  to  each  of  the  two  schools  in  the 
First  Society,  and  the  same  amount  for  one  school  each  in  Xewington 
and  Stepney  Societies;  in  each  case  the  word  '"schoor'  included  a 
principal  school  with  its  branches,  as  one. 
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At  a  Town  .Mcctiii!:  in  W<-rlicrsHclil.  Dccombcr  20th,  1748,  Dan. 
Beckley,  Dan.  l)(>ckley,  Jr.,  ncnj.  DwUloy,  Elins  Crofoot,  Joseph 
Beckley,  Dan.  Andrus,  Jacob  Doininir,  Elili.  Dickinson,  Xathaniel 
Dickinson,  Aliraliam  Ilarriss,  Charles  Kclsov,  Enoch  Kelsey,  Joel 
Mitchell,  (_'liarlcs  Xott  ami  James  Steele,  all  inhabitants  of  Wethcrs- 
fiekl,  but  living;  in  Kensinirton  parish,  petitioned  for  leave  to  have 
a  school  "parisli"  as  tliey  called  it  anionjj:  themselves.  The  Town 
granted  the  re([nest,  suliject  to  ai>])r()val  by  the  (leneral  Assembly,  which 
approval  was  not  at  this  time  solicit(^d.  This  was  the  be<rinning  of  the 
movement  for  a  scIkioI  house  in  Ijeckley's  Quarter.  At  the  October  ses- 
sion, 1757,  upon  the  memorial  of  Jose[)li  Beckley,  Joseph  Doming, 
Ezekiel  Kelsey  and  others,  the  legislature  granted  that  part  of  Ken- 
sington Parish  lying  in  Wetherstield  '"libei'ty  to  keep  a  distinct  school 
by  themselves;"  and  tlu'  limits  of  the  district  were  as  follows:  a  line 
drawn  east  from  the  Tiorrlieast  corner  of  Beckley's  Farm  }  of  a  mile, 
and  a  line  drawn  S.  from  the  east  and  said  line  to  the  dividing  line 
between  WethersficM  and  ^Midtlletown.  This  was  in  reality  tlie  first 
district  created,  for  school  jnirj/oscs  only,  in  the  limits  of  Wetherstield. 
In  17G5,  April  1st,  AVetherstield  First  Society  kindly  voted  to  this 
district  outside  i*^'^  limits,  £:}!  11\.  accruing  from  interest  on  a  bond 
held  by  the  Society;  the  iiond  being  on  account  of  tiie  sale  of  ^.orfolk 
Township  by  the  State.  This  district,  since  1785  and  1843,  has  been 
included  within  the  Tnwnships  of  Berlin  and  Rocky  Hill,  respectively; 
partly  in  each. 

On  the  31st  of  Decemlier,  17.")!),  the  T(nvn  authorized  John  Chester, 
Elisha  Williams,  Ezekiel  Williams,  Tho.  Belden,  Jr.,  Joseph  Webb,  and 
Sam.  Kose,  ''to  build  a  school  house  in  some  ])lace  in  the  Broad  Street,"' 
where  the  selectmen  should  fix  the  site  for  the  same.  Xeither  the  So- 
ciety nor  the  Town  Becords  >how  that  any  further  action  was  taken  un- 
der this  vote. 

During  the  period  beginning  with  1747,  and  ending  with  1772, 
the  Collectors  and  other  othcers  for  the  "Xorth"  and  "South"'  Schools, 
were  chosen  and  taxes  laid  by  the  First  Socictj/,  and  not  by  the  north 
and  south  sections  respectively.  The  two  schools  were  in  fact  branches 
of  one  and  the  same  institution,  to-wit :  The  Society  school.  It  was  the 
practice  to  raise  one  half  the  amount  required  for  each  school,  by  a 
Society  tax;  and  to  direct  that  tho  other  half  be  raised  by  a  rate  laid 
on  the  polls  of  the  children  attending  the  schools  respectively,  each  .sec- 
tion receiving  the  avails  of  the  taxes  collected  upon  the  polls  in  its  own 
limits. 

In    1766,   the   Towns   and    Societies   were  by   statute   authorized   to 
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divide  thoiusdves  into  <li.striot>  f..r  ..chool  piirpu^o=.  Wetherslield  was 
not  in  a  hurry  to  ndopt  this  piiviK-c.  Its  .S.x?ietio>  were  more  inter- 
ested than  the  towiisliip  and  hcsides  there  wa^  no  part  of  the  town- 
ship not  included  in  one  of  the  section.  In  Fehniary.  17CS,  private 
individuals  presented  a  memorial  to  the  First  Society  recitinsj  that  they 
had  built  a  school  house  more  easily  accessible  to  them  than  either  of 
the  two  "stated"  one;  that  they  ha.l  employed  a  com]-»etent  teacher,  and 
desired  to  be  relieved  from  jiayment  of  taxes  to  the  stated  schools. 
The  memorialists  M-ere— John  W.-lles.  Jac-.b  Dis.  Ozias  Griswold.  Zeph. 
Hatch,  Alex.  Rhodes,  Wm.  Kin  nits.  Leonard  Boar-luuiu.  Joseph  Smith. 
Wm.  Kilby,  James  Curtis,  Jr.siah  Francis.  Charles  Francis,  Josiah 
Curtis,  Elisha  Stedman,  Justus  Stedman.  Tim  Hurlbut,  Thos.  Dick- 
inson, Eben  Dickinson,  Piloses  Dix,  John  Crane,  Joseph  F-.rljes.  Oliver 
Deming,  Lemuel  Deming,  J,K<,.pli  Richards,  Samuel  W..IcMtt,  Joseph 
Welles,  Elisha  Wolcott,  Josiah  Robbing.  Joshua  Welles,  David 
Mitchell,  Solomon  Wolcott,  John  Russell,  John  Smith,  Thos.  Hurl- 
burt,  Thos.  Welles,  Jr..  Josiah  IJeMing;  and  they  were  among  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  to\vn.-liip.  We  suppose  the  :c\k>o\  house 
they  had  built  to  have  been  of  wood  on  Windmill  Ilill  (now  West,  or 
Wolcott  Ilill)  and  on  or  near  the  site  occupied  by  the  old  brick  school 
house  demolished  then,  at  the  cross  n-ads,  a  few  rears  airo. 

Upon  the  foregoing  petition,  the  Society  chose  J..hn  Chester,  Josiah 
Griswold,  Elisha  Williams,  Silas  Deane  and  Sam.  Butler  a  committee 
to  "take  into  considerati<jn  the  State  or  circumstances"  of  all  the  schools 
in  the  Society.  At  the  Society  meeting  of  February  27th.  17G9,  thev 
reported:  "That  the  division  amicably  and  unanimously  by  the  Society 
in  174G,  by  the  line  made  by  .Maj.  Bull  (for  the  division  of  the  First 
and  Second  Military  Companies,  in  lGti7)  could  not  he  made  better,  as 
we  find  the  number  of  boys  in  each  Company  [limit]  at  this  day 
nearly  equal.  That  the  two  school  houses  built  in  1746.  where  they 
now  are,  were  erected  with  the  greatest  agreement  and  harmony  that 
ever  an  affair  so  interesting  was  ever  carried  on,  i-  i^erfected  by  so  great 
a  number  of  men,  and  in  so  different  situations ;  therefore  oturht  to  be 
repaired  or  new  built,  in,  or  very  near  said  places:  i:  the  removing 
either  of  them  nearer  to  the  meeting  house  will  not  les-en.  but  increase 
the  travel  of  the  youth  that  go  to  said  houses."' 

The  committee  further  say  that  -the  school  house  built  by  Mr. 
Josiah  Robbins  and  others  has  been  the  occasion  of  debates  in  several 
Society  meetings;  is  inconveniently  situated:  but  few  children  can  at- 
tend it  better  than  at  one  of  the  other  schools,  etc.  They  recommend, 
however,  that  "the  more  distant  inhabitants  have  liberty  to  keep  a  school 
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in  the  iiKHitli.-.  of  J  )cc('iiili('i-,  .laiiuarv,  Fclinutrv  and  ^lareh,  and  to  re- 
ceive their   propDrtinn   of   puhlic   moneys   accordingly. 

This  report  shf>\vs  that  the  two  school  hou^e^  built  in  1747,  were  still 
in  existence  in  170'.>,  and  were  the  unly  ones  then  belonging  to  the 
public;  whilst  one  and  prolialily  only  one,  Imilt  l>y  private  parties,  had 
just  been  set  up  in  what  is  now  the  Fourth,  or  We-t  Hill  district.  Unt 
nothing  of  record  thus  far  shows  where  tlu^  two  public  school  houses 
stood.  The  most  tliat  we  learn  is  that  one  was  about  as  far  south  of 
the  meeting  house  as  the  other  one  was  north  of  it.  The  meeting 
voted  to  build  two  new  sclund  houses  "near  the  places  where  they  now 
stand;"  and  chose  a  separate  conunittee  on  building  for  each  structure. 
For  reasons  which  will  appear  hereafter  it  would  seem  that  one,  if 
not  both,  the  old  school  houses  continued  in  u-e  until  1772. 

At  a  Society  meeting,  held  Decendier  17,  1770,  it  was  voted  \»  pay 
£3.  Is.,  Grf.,"to  the  schoolmaster  that  kept  the  scln^ol  on  the  hill  in  Collyer 
road  the  year  past."  This  is  the  first  indication  ati'orded  by  the  records 
of  a  school  on  what  is  now  South,  Christian,  or  Ilarriss  Hill,  as  it  is 
variously  called.  We  suppose  the  school  must  have  been  in  an  apart- 
ment hired  for  the  purpose.  In  the  same  meeting  the  sum  of  £4  O.s-.  7(7., 
Avas  voted  to  the  school  master  that  kept  the  school  o»i  Wind-mill  hill 
the  year  past.  ' 

At  this  time  there  was  much  controversy  over  the  relative  merits  of 
the  sites  of  and  condition  of  the  school  houses.  On  December  10th, 
1771,  a  Cfmnnittee  consisting  of  Ezekiel  Williams,  Thos.  Belding, 
Hezekiah  Welles,  .Tosiah  Robbins  and  Joshua  bobbins,  was  chosen  ''to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  schools,  and  prepai'e  something 
to  be  laid  before  the  next  Society  meeting  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  differences  now  subsisting  relative  thereto."  This  committee  re- 
ported to  a  Society  meeting,  December  ;]Oth.  1771.  that  it  was  un- 
able to  agree  upon  any  plan  of  reconciliation  concerning  ""the  unhappy 
circumstances  of  the  schools  in  said  Society,  which  has  occasioned  con- 
tentions, divisions,  etc.,''  and  reconunend  the  reference  of  the  matter 
to  a  committee  of  '•three  judicious  and  disinterested  men  in  the  neigh- 
boring town  or  towns''  for  a  settlement.  The  meeting  voted  in  com- 
pliance with  the  committee's  suggestion. 

School  Districts. — In  February,  1772,  Hezekiah  !May,  Ezekiel  Por- 
ter, Silas  Deane  and  others,  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  divide  the 
First  Society  into  tlircc  school  districts.  That  body  was  favorable, 
and  the  division  was  ordered,  as  follows: — The  inhabitants  within  the 
limits  of  the  First  Company  or  train-band,  together  wirh  Xathaniel 
and  Peter  Burnham,  Sam.  Kose  and  Simon  Willard,  to  the  the  First 
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School  district,  'Vxccptiiii,'  Gcrshom  Xott.  Ezckid  Fosdick,  Silas  Dcaiic, 
Edniond  Dorr,  Justus  Riley,  Joseph  Farnsworth,  Juhu  Wriiiht  and 
Joseph  Marvin,  their  dwelliui;-  houses."  All  living  west  of  the  street 
leading  from  the  Cove  to  Ed.  Dorr's  house  and  Justus  Iviley's,  in  the 
limits  of  the  Second  ^lilifary  cdnipany,  or  train-band,  to  be  the  Second 
School  district.  .Ml  "froui  the  Cove,  in  the  street  called  High,'"  an<l 
south  as  far  as  the  houses  of  Dorr  aiul  Riley,  inclusive,  and  C'apt. 
Gershom  Xott  east  to  be  the  Third  School  district. 

The  petition  in  this  case  alleges  that  the  First  Society  has  400  chil- 
dren, and  but  two  stated  school  houses;  that  the  district  has  refused  to 
build  a  third  one,  which  the  petitioners  have  accordingly  liuilt,  in-  ml- 
untary  subscriptions,  and  opened  scho(d  in  it  in  October,  1770.  The 
petitioners  further  say  that  they  all  live  on  one  street  [Main],  and 
that  100  children  live  on  that  street.  Tliis  school  house  built  by  pri- 
vate individuals,  was  probably  the  wooden  structure,  in  High  Street, 
which  preceded  the  present  one  of  brick. 

It  appears  that  two  new  brief,-  school  houses  were  already  built,  or 
begun  upon  by  the  First  Society,  before  the  formation  of  these  three 
districts,  viz.:  The  one  in  Lroad  Street,  standing  until  180G;  and  the 
''North  l-trick''  school  ho'ise,  still  in  m:c  as  such.  Tlit..-.e  wx-ca  the  first 
brick  school  houses  built  in  "Wethersfield.  Also  that  two  other  .school 
houses,  "for  the  more  remote  inhabitants,"  one  on  South  Hill,  of  wood, 
the  other  in  High  Street,  al-so  of  wood,  were  built,  or  in  course  of  con- 
struction under  the  auspices  of  the  First  S(tciety.  t. 

The  three  districts  created  in  1772  went  on  to  complete  the  school 
houses  already  bef/iiii  bij  the  Societi/.  The  First  (or  Broad  St.)  district 
voted,  June  IDth,  1772,  to  finish  the  lower  room  in  its  brick  building, 
in  the  center  of  Broad  Street  (opjjosite  to  the  then  residence  of  Col. 
John  Chester)  ;  and  also  to  build  a  new  branch  school  bouse  "on  the 
hill,  near  Rich.  Montague's  dwelling  house,  where  the  timber  for 
said  school  house  now  lies"  ;  Joshua  Robbins  and  Ger.shom  Blinn  being 
the  biiilding  committee  on  the  latter  structure.  This  school  hoiise  '"on 
the  hill,"  was  the  red  building  now,  and  since  185 — ,  standing  on  the 
premises  of  John  Prann,  whither  it  was  removed,  to  be  used  as  a  wagon. 
shop.  It  is  more  than  40  years  older  than  the  South  School  district. 
It  was  replaced  by  a  brick  structure,  in  the  lot,  a  few  rods  northeasterly 
of  the  old  one,  in  185 — . 

In  April,  1773,  Broad  Street  district  voted  to  finish  off  the  "chamber" 
to  its  house  in  that  street,  and  the  stairs  up  to  the  same.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  upper  room  was  needed  or  used  for  school  purposes. 
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The  old  school  hwiisr  was  burned  duwn  in  ISOG  (  ?),  and  the  present 
one  erected,  on  land  of  C'ouistock,  Ferre  &  Co.,  in  ISGT. 

North  Brick. — In  the  Second  (or  Xortli)  District,  a  mcctiiiir  was  hold 
June  24rth,  1772,  wiicrein  a  tax  was  laid  on  tlio  list  of  1771  to  defray  the 
charges  of  buildinn  the  hrick  sclioolhouso.  This  was  tlie  same  structure 
used  by  the  same  ilistric-t  to-day,  at  tlie  junction  of  Xott's  Lane,  Hartford 
Avenue,  Prison  Street  and  Sandy  Lane ;  but  it  has  in  recent  years  under- 
gone some  modification  and  enlargement.  There  has  never  been  a 
branch  to  this  school.  Tn  1S2l\  by  vote  of  First  School  Society,  Simeon 
and  Matthew  Francis  were  taken  from  the  Fourth,  or  West  Hill,  dis- 
trict, and  set  to  this  Second  district. 

High  Sfrecl. — In  the  Third  or  High  School  District,  the  records  show 
that  the  first  district  meeting  was  held  June  9th,  1772.  June  22d,  1772, 
a  conunittee  was  cho.sen  "to  examine  the  acc'ts.  for  building  the  school- 
house,"  which  we  have  assumed,  was  built  by  private  individuals,  in 
1770.  In  July,  1772,  the  district  voted  to  have  "an  additional,  or 
woman's  school,"  for  the  three  summer  months.  April  9th,  1784,  the 
district  voted  to  lease  the  up[)cr  room  to  the  "Union  Library  Society" ; 
and  the  library  of  this  Society  was  kept  there  for  many  years.  A  well 
and  pump  were  ordered  built  the  same  year.  This  wooden  building, 
later  known  as  ihe  "white"  schoolhouse,  from  its  color — was  removed 
from  the  highway  on  to  the  land  occupied  by  the  present  brick  school- 
house  in  ISll ;  the  land  being  that  of  the  heirs  of  Otis  Stillman.  There 
it  remained  until  1SG3  (  ?),  when  it  was  removed  to  the  south  end  of  the 
Town,  where  it  is  now  occupied  as  a  dwelling  house  liv  ^Mrs.  Doyle. 
The  brick  building  which  succeeded  it  was  built  in  1S02. 

Fourth,  or  West  Hill  District. — In  17S0,  at  the  October  session,  Sam. 
"Wolcott,  Josiah  Robbins,  Timothy  Iiusscll  and  others,  living  in  the 
■western  part  of  the  First  and  Second  districts,  petitioned  the  Legis- 
lature to  be  set  off  as  a  district  by  themselves.  They  say  that  they  have 
^"upwards  of  40  children."  Their  request  resulted  in  a  resolve  estab- 
lishing the  Fourth,  or  "West  Hill  district,  whose  boundaries  were  defined 
as  that  part  "west  of  the  brook  near  the  house  of  Elijah  Ilurlburt,  exclu- 
sive of  Dickinson's  Street,  so  called ;  boimded  S.  by  Collier  road ;  W. 
by  the  dividing  line  between  Xewington  and  First  Societies;  and  to 
extend  X.  to  the  house  of  Josiah  Francis,  including  it  and  the  house 
of  the  heirs  of  Dr.  John  Wells  deceased."  *  In  October,  1810,  upon 
the  petition  of  this  district,  the  Legislature  enacted  that  "the  inhabi- 
tants who  now  live,  or  may  hereafter  live,  upon  the  two  streets  on  the 
-western  borders  of  said  district,  be  and  are  hereby  annexed  to  said 
Fourth  School  District."  < 
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A  new  schoolhou.-^o,  of  brick,  wns,  in  17'J5,  built  for  this  Fourth,  or 
West  Hill  School  District.  It  was  set  up  in  the  cross-roads  on  Wolcott 
Hill,  and  wo  suppose  its  site  was  near  the  same  occupied  bv  the  old 
wooden  structure  of  l7<iS.  This  second  structure  stood  until  1870, 
when  it  was  demolished ;  u  new  one  having  been  built  in  1869,  on 
land  of  Chauncoy,  a  few  rotls  northwest  of  the  old  one. 

South  DisfrirL — In  a  mooting  of  the  First  School  Sucioty,  held  Sept. 
16th,  1811,  application  was  made,  by  a  committee  of  Broad  Street 
School  District,  consisting  of  Abncr  ^Mosoly,  Sam.  "W.  Williams,  and 
Joseph  Webl) — to  divide  said  district,  in  the  event  of  the  South  School- 
house  not  being  removed  to  a  more  convenient  place.  The  Society  com- 
plied, and  chose  Moses  Tryon,  Winthrop  P,uck  and  Levi  Churchill,  a 
committee  to  establish  the  line  of  separation.  This  action  of  the  Society 
was  confirmed  by  the  Legislature,  in  ^lav,  1815,  and  the  line  between 
the  two  districts  thus  created  was  fixed  as  follows: — Beginning  at  the 
dwelling  house  late  of  Aaron  Warner  doc'd,  which  was  included  in  the 
South  part ;  thence  across  the  lower  end  of  Broad  St.  to  the  house 
late  of  Levi  Boardmau,  dcc'd,  which  was  included  in  the  North 
part;  thence  westerly  by  the  north  side  of  the  house  late  of  Tho. 
Coleman  deed,  to  the  intersection  o{  the  [oast]  lino  of  t'<f  Fourth  dis- 
trict, including  the  Coleman  house  in  the  south  part.  The  section 
north  of  this  line  was  named  the  "Broad  Street  School  District."  The 
South  district  continued  to  use  the  old  wood  schoolhouse  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  until  the  erection  of  the  present  brick  building,  in  185 — . 

In  October,  1822,  Elisha  nol)bins,  William  Adams  and  John  Warner, 
Jr.,  applied  to  the  First  School  Society  for  a  committee  to  select  a  site 
for  an  additional  schoolhouse,  for  the  South  district.  The  Society  chose 
Leonard  Wells,  Eichard  Bobbins  and  Robert  Bobbins  a  committee  to 
select  such  a  site  and  rei)ort  to  the  next  meeting. 

In  1858,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  establishment  of  the  Town 
line  between  Bocky  Hill  and  Wethcrsfiold  as  the  boundary  line  between 
the  North  School  district  of  Bocky  Hill  and  the  South  School  district 
of  Wethersfield.  Botuvn  of  the  County  Commissioners,  who  were 
directed  to  find  the  line,  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

GriswoMville. — The  First  School  Society,  at  a  meeting  held  ^lay  8th, 
1835,  upon  a  favorable  report  from  Stephen  Willard,  Elias  Francis  and 
Sam.  Galpin,  voted  to  divide  the  Fourth,  or  AVest  Hill  District,  and 
chose  Elias  Francis.  Levi  Hatch  and  Sam.  Galpin  a  committee  to 
establish  the  line  of  division.  This  committee,  at  the  same  meeting, 
reported  in  favor  of  division,  and  a  line  of  separation  as  follows: — 
Beginning  60  rods  north  of  the  corner  on  the  Collier's  road,  between 
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Levi  Chun-hiirs  juid  Levi  Ilatcli's,  1.11  tlir  X.  line  of  The  Cljnrchill  l.ir: 
thence  runnini,'  \V.  011  tlir  ^icncral  rnnnc  of  saul  liiio  t"  rhe  Xew  Haven 
tnni])iko  road;  tlu-iico  8.  to  the  South  lino  of  the  Fir>r  Sch'..;!  SiK'ietv; 
thenoo  E.  on  the  lino  of  said  Society,  to  the  line  of  tlie  Fifth,  or  South 
School  district;  tlicnce  X.,  on  the  W.  lino  of  said  Sourh  School  di-triot 
to  said  Collier  roail,  or  ])lace  of  heirinninii".  Also  that  the  new  district 
be  called  the  Sixlli.  or  SuiiflnresI  School  di-trict.  This  rejiort  was 
adopted,  and  the  now  district  existed  thereafter,  without  c..ntirniatory 
action  by  the  Lef;islatnrc. 

In  1850,  the  Leg-i.-latnre  aufhori/.o(l  an  alteration  (if  the  SMiirh  line 
of  this  district,  so  as  to  have  it  hoiiin  at  Tweiity-Koii  hicli'vay,  where 
the  town  lines  of  WetluM-silcld  and  Rocky  Hill  int^r.--<^ct  each  '>:her; 
thence  north  as  far  as  sai<l  lino  coincides  with  saiil  hiirhway :  thi-iic  oast 
along  the  town  line  ti>  the  old  Hartford  and  iJorlin  mad.  Thi-  line 
operated  to  bring  a  part  of  Rocky  Hill  townshij).  in  irs  We-forn  School 
district,  within  \Vothor<rii'l<l  township,  in  its  Grisw(ddviile  di-trict, 
for  school  purposes  only. 

Griswoldville  built  its  first  schoolhousi^,  of  wood,  in  l^^-lT:  ir  sfood 
on  land  n(»w  l)olonging  to  the  heirs  of  Stephen  Morgan.  It  wa:?  removed 
and  converted  into  a  (Iwolling  house  (now  on  the  N^'il'ianis  l.t.  near  xhs 
house  lately  of  Harris  Grisw(dd),  in  18o.''.  The  present  brick  school- 
house  was  built  in  IS.'ji.  on  land  of  Thomas  Grisv.-old.  Bef^'re  the 
schoolhouse  wa.s  built,  a  school  was  ke])t  for  a  few  years  in  the  Broad- 
bent  House,  originally  built  by  Major  Josiah  Griswold. 

KocKY  HiT-T.  Schools. — The  next  new  school  house  within  the  ro\\-n- 
ship  of  Wethersfiehl  was  at  Stepney  pari.sh,  now  U-x-ky  Hill.  At  a 
town  meeting  in  1004-,  it  was  voted  that  if  the  inhal)irant-  S'lUth  of  the 
lane  by  Sam.  Dix's  house  (at  the  corner  next  S.  of  S'>uth  Wotherslleld 
R.  R.  station  of  to-day)  should  ])roeure  a  teacher  for  them.-elves.  they 
should  be  exempt  from  paying  school  rates  in  Wotherstield.  And  that 
they  did  so,  seems  to  be  indicated  by  the  exemption  granted  them  in  the 
resolution  of  Dec.  25,  lOSJT),  already  (piotcd  (IV;*'  ."^'ihools  and  Districts 
of  Stepney  Parish).  In  1701,  also,  the  Kooky  Hill  people  were  allowed 
an  abatement  of  two-thirds  of  their  sclio<il  rates,  because  they  ha'l  ?u|> 
plied  their  own  schoolmaster  during  the  year  then  last  past.  In  1702, 
it  is  stated,  incidentally,  that  school  had  been  kept  at  Rc-cky  Hill  during 
five  months  of  the  year  past— and  probably  at  some  "hired"  place. 

"At  a  meeting  of  \^  inhabitants  of  y^  s(mth  part  of  Weathersrield.  De- 
cember IS,  1712  ;  that  is  to  say — bogining  at  Sam"  Dix  his  ronier, 
northward,  &  extending  to  Joseph  Butler's  .southward.     At  w"^**  meet- 
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ing  there  was  propo^;ll-  in  i.rdor  to  the  erecting  a  school  for  v**  in- 
structing y*  children  hclcnirinir  to  y*  s*^  place. 

"It  was  at  the  same  incitini:  vntcd  Os:  airrccd  that  y^  school  house 
shall  stand  in  y^  middle  way  hetween  Sam"  Dix  his  corner,  on  y^  north 
bounds,  and  Joseph  Hurler's  on  y^  south  hounds. 

"It  was  also  uoted  ^:  agreed  at  tliis  meerinir.  that  ^Ir.  Joshua  Rohhins 
y*  3"^,  on  y*  nortii  hound-  of  this  .-(.ciety,  \-  Sam"  Smith,  in  y*  middle, 
or  center,  k  Sam"  Collins,  on  y®  south  hounds,  shall,  by  measuriuir, 
deside  where  the  schoid  house  shall  .>tand  ;  that  y^  school  may  he  kept 
middle  way  hetween  y^  two  extreems. 

"It  was  also  at  this  meeting  noted  \-  agreed,  y'  y*  sdiool  house  shall 
be  twenty  foot  long  tS:  sixteen  fofvt  wide,  and  six  foot  k  an  half  hetween 
jo\Tits.  And  Serg'  Jouth"  Smith,  lienjamin  Demiiig  iV-  John  Riiiht 
are  chosen  a  comittee  to  carry  on  y*"  work  in  building  y*^  s*^  house. 
And  y*  s^  Jonathan  Smith,  Benjamin  Deming  k  John  Right,  are  by 
this  note  impowered  to  make  a  rate  to  asses  y'^  afores^  inhabitanrs,  for 
y*  defraying  y^  charge  of  y*^  afores'^  school  house.  It  is  also  noted  at 
this  meeting  thar  y^  afores*^  Jonathan  Smith,  John  Right  tL*  Benjamin 
shall  be  a  c<miittee  to  provide  a  school  ma>tcr  to  edducate  }^  children 
belongi'rn-  to  y^  afr-res**  sociery."  ' 

The  Town's  consent  to  these  jn-oposals  from  the  Rocky  Hill  people 
was  given  in  the  following  vote  of  December  :,'4,  1712. 

"At  a  Town  meeting,  the  inhabitants  of  Rocky  Ilill ;  y'  is — v*  South 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wearherstield,  laying  Ix^fore  this  Town  their 
conclusions  to  set  up  a  school  for  the  educating  of  their  children 
amongst  y™ ;  and  did  also  pray  y'  y^  Town  would  allow  y™  their  part 
of  y*  cuntry  mony  this  last  year  past,  to  help  them  in  building  their 
school  house. 

"At  this  meeting  y^  To\\ti  did.  by  note,  approve  of  the  afores** 
conclusions  of  y^  afores"^  South  inhabitants;  and  did  also,  by  vote, 
agree  y'  they  shotdd  have  their  proportion  of  y®  cuntry  mony,  y'  is 
appointed  for  y^  maintenance  of  sch(»ols;  y^  is  to  say:  for  this  year 
last  past.     Provided — they  build  their  school  house  this  winter."* 

This,  it  may  he  ]U'emised,  was  before  any  steps  had  been  taken  to 
establish  a  parish,  or  church,  at  Rocky  Hill.  The  location  of  this  new 
school  building  is  stijijutsed  to  have  been  in  the  street,  nearly  opposite 
the  site  of  the  present  Xorth  Sclioolhouse. 

In  1720,  the  Town  began  the  practice  of  choosing  a  School  Committee 


•  Weth.   Toicn   Voten,   I,  p.   200. 
'Ibid.,  I,  p.  300. 
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nimually;  the  wlinlo  Townslii^)  bcitiir,  practically  one  School  district, 
containing  two  School  houses ;  one  in  Wethersticld  village,  the  other 
at  Rocky  Hill. 

But  long  hcfore  ITIS,  the  little  building  at  R(jcky  Hill  had  ho- 
oome  insufficient  to  aocoinnindate  the  pupils.  It  was  accordingly  voted, 
in  Town  fleeting,  in  December  of  that  year,  that  Lt.  Tho.  Welles  and 
Serg.  Win.  Warner  should  treat  with  Wm.  Xott  about  exchanging  his 
land  "by  the  School  ]I(.u>e,'"  tor  three  acres  of  town  land;  the  object, 
apparently,  being  to  obtain  ]ilr.  Xott's  land  as  a  site  for  a  new  building 
for  scliool  pui'iKjses.  On  the  <">th  of  .March,  1720-:21,  the  Town  of 
Wethersfield  granted  liberty  to  the  '"inhabitants  of  the  lower,  or  South 
end  of  the  Town,"  to  build  a  school  house  \\'here  they  might  agree,  and 
at  their  own  expense. 

Thence  arose  a  somewhat  famous  controversy.  The  ''South  end  in- 
habitants" could  not  agree,  and  there  was  no  statute  providing  for 
proceedings  of  condemnation,  as  at  present.  The  matter  went  into 
the  General  Assembly.  In  fact,  the  case  was  before  that  body  in  the 
May  session  of  171S;  a  petition,  a  reuKmstrance,  and  a  petition  in 
aid,  all  being  then  introduced  and  referred  to  Ca])t.  John  Ilamliii, 
Maj.  Joseph  Talcott  and  !Mr.  Jereniiah  Wetmore,  as  a  committee  to 
hear  and  report  upon  the  case.  The  remonstrants  were  composed  in 
part  of  non-resident  taxpayers  in  Rcjcky  Ilill. 

We  can  not  give  the  names  of  the  original  petitioners;  but  the 
signers  of  the  petiti<m  in  aid  were:  Jose])h  Ihitler,  Richard  Rutler, 
Joseph  Crowfoot,  Capt.  [Plphraim]  Goodrich,  Sam.  Collins,  John 
Wood,  Thomas  Tryon,  Jacob  Williams,  Thomas  Goodrich,  John  Good- 
rich, Gideon  Goodrich,  Tho.  Williams,  Sam.  Williams,  John  Taylor, 
Wm.  Rowell,  Joseph  Cole  and  Widow  [Sam.]  Cole.  Rich.  Butler  and 
Wm.  Xott,  both  of  Rocky  Hill,  were  chosen  to  appear  in  behalf  of 
the  petitioners. 

The  remonstrants  were:  Peter  Blin,  Jonathan  Deniing,  Jacob  Goffe, 
William  Warner,  .Toshua  Robbins,  Jose})h  Grimes,  Tlieophihis  Sher- 
man, Phil.  Gotfe,  Rich.  Robbins,  Henry  Grimes,  Gideon  Belden,  John 
Riley,  Jonathan  Boardman.  Wm.  Blin,  Tho.  Doming,  John  Goodrich, 
Jr.,  Sam.  Belden,  Sen.,  Aaron  GotlV,  and  Henry  Edwards. 

The  Committee  at  first  rep<irt('d,  August  11th,  171S,  in  favor  of  a 
school  house  at  the  '*S,  end  of  tho  lane  that  goes  by  Jonathan  Deming's, 
near  Crane's  corner;"  and  that  the  bounds  of  the  "precinct"  should 
be  "from  Di.x'  corner  north,  to  Middletown  bounds  south;  from  said 
(Dix's)  corner  E.,  to  the  bmok  known  as  Wadham's  [Beaver  or  Tan- 
do's]  Brook  &  so  to  that  brook  till  it  empties  itself  into  Goffc's  Brook, 
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&,  then  E.,  as  Gdfff's  Hnxik  runs,  to  tlit>  Groat  Rivor;  &  so  on  the 
River  S.  to  ^liddlctown  bounds;  or  \V.  from  Dix's  corner  to  Xew 
Haven  road"  as  it  frucs  to  ^liddlotown  bounds. 

On  the  17th  Oct.,  the  same  year,  the  Committee  being  sent  out  again, 
another  report  was  returned  by  them,  in  which  it  is  recommended  that- 
two  school  houses  be  built;  one  on  the  hill  by  Grime's;  the  other  on 
the  hill  by  Widow  [Sniii.]  Cole's.  A  rude  plan  of  the  settlement  at 
Rocky  Hill  (now  on  tile  in  the  archives  in  the  State  Library)  was 
drawn  to  illustrate  the  need  of  such  an  arrangement.  It  is  probable 
that  Peter  Pratt,  who  was  active  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  made 
this  map.  He  also  showed  that  the  taxable  estate  for  Rocky  Hill  at 
that  time  amounted  to  £:2,.']25,  and  that  there  were  77  children  in 
that  section  "capable  to  go  to  school;"'  a  number  evidently  too  large  to 
be  accommodate<l  in  the  old  school  house.  The  plan  in  question. 
drawn  in  171S.  places  the  "old  school  house"  far  north  of  the  center. 
in  the  road  opp<'site  to  the  site  of  the  present  north  school  houses. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  ^lay  session,  1720,  provided  that  the 
"precinct"  in  the  S.  part  of  Wetherstield  should  be  allowed  to  collect 
a  school  tax  of  40  shillings  per  £100  of  listed  estate,  for  maintaining 
a  seVinol  there.  Xorhing  is  said  which  indicates  that  more  than  one 
school  existed  there,  but  the  usage  was  to  speak  of  several  branch 
schools,  in  the  same  parish,  as  o/jc  school.  If  this  fact  is  borne  in 
mind  it  will  prevent  some  confusion  in  the  construction  to  be  placed 
upon  the  records.  But  it  is  quite  probable  that  though  but  one  school 
house  was  built  at  this  time,  the  old  one,  at  the  north  end  was  retained 
to  serve  as  well  as  it  might  under  the  circumstances. 

In  1843,  there  was  a  general  reestablishment  of  all  the  lines  of  each 
school  district  in  the  Society  by  the  School  Society's  committee,  which 
appears  in  full  in  the  Society  Records. 

Rocky  Hill.  — From  the  Stkpnky  Parish  records,  it  appears  (from 
extracts  therefrom  kindly  furnished  me  by  Dr.  Rufus  W.  Griswold), 
that  the  parish,  as  early  as  1726  (which  is  the  earliest  date  from  which 
its  records  are  extant),  took  charge  of  the  schools  at  Rocky  Hill.  The 
parish  committee  chosen  that  year  consisted  of  Lieut.  Rich.  Robbins, 
Abr.  Morris  and  Samuel  Belding  [Belden]  J*".  On  February  5th, 
172S-9,  the  parish  voted  to  remove  the  schoolhouse  from  Cole's  Hill 
[by  the  Burying  Ground]  '"to  the  most  convenient  place  between  Sam. 
Williams  southwest  corner  of  his  pasture,  and  y^  south  end  of  the  meet- 
ing house."  The  schoolhouse  is  supposed  to  have  stood  in  the  road,  near 
the  west  side  of  the  cemetery;  and  the  meeting  house,  near  to  which  it 
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was  removed,  stood  in  the  road,  in  front  (.f  the  ,<ite  now,  1SS2,  oocupiod 
by  the  barn  of  Wait  Warner,  just  north  of  his  house. 

On  the  20th  of  Fehruarv,  17i'^-'.>,  it  was  further  voted  to  hnihl  a 
sehoolhouso,  size  •2\\l('>  feet,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  William  Xott's 
lot,  abuttiiii;  on  tlu^  Wetherstield  and  Middletown  road.  This  wo  sup- 
pose to  he  the  northernmost  of  the  two  seho(dhouses  authorize<l  In-  the 
Legiskture,  in  ITIS.  It  is  prohahlc  that  Jomithau  lioardman,  who 
lived  opposite,  was  the  seluxdniaster. 

May  31st,  17;>1,  the  i)arisli  again  passed  the  vote  to  finish  the  school- 
house;  and  also  to  remove  the  one  on  Cole's  Hill,  "standing  hy  Joseph 
Belding's,"  to  the  same  place  indicated  hy  the  f(_)rmer  vote.  The  Legis- 
lature was  to  he  asked  to  contirin  this  action.  In  the  meantime  school 
was  to  be  kept  in  the  meeting  house.  On  Decemher  4th,  17:^2,  the 
parish  instructed  its  committee  to  complete  the  sciuKdhoiise,  voted  in 
1728.  A  parish  meeting  was  held  in  this  building  in  17;<:!.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1735,  it  was  voted  that — "our  western  farmers  [now  West  Rocky 
Hill]  shall  have  y"^  school  kept  some  parr  of  y*"  time  out  with  them.''' 
This,  Dr.  Griswold  thinks,  was  the  l)cginning  of  school  teaching  in  the 
western  section  of  Rocky  Hill. 

In  ^larch,  1744,  there  still  being  but  one  district  in  Stepney  parish — 
the  parish  voted  that  the  sehoolhouse  (which  one  is  not  indicated,  but  it 
must  have  been  the  southernmost),  be  removed  to  the  west  end  of  Sum. 
Goff's  lane,  or  that  a  new  one  be  built,  to  accommodate  the  "western 
farmers."  This  vote  was  rescinded  in  1749.  It  was  at  the  same  time 
voted  to  have  a  school  kej)t,  during  the  three  winter  months,  in  that 
section. 

There  are  indications  that  whilst,  since  17:5.'),  there  had  been  three 
schools  maintained  in  the  parish,  but  one  of  them,  in  174."),  was  kept 
in  a  building  constructed  for  the  purpose;  and  the  inference  must  be 
that  the  other  two  were  kept  in  hired  apartments,  which  had  superseded 
the  schoolhouses.  In  1745  a  vote  passed  to  shingle  "the  schoolh(Uise," 
without  designating  where  it  was.  So,  in  1751,  whilst  it  was  voted  to 
have  schools  kept  for  the  winter  months  in  the  south,  north  and  west 
parts,  it  was  voted  that  "at  the  sehoolhouse"  there  should  be  teaching 
during  September,  October  and  Xovember,  also.  In  1752,  the  brancli 
schools  were  given  territorial  limits;  the  west  section  to  begin  at 
Churchill's  lane,  and  the  north  and  south  to  divide  as  "the  sehoolhouse." 

These  votes  show  that  the  only  scho(d  house  remaining,  in  1752,  was 
that  at  the  center,  whither  it  Inul  been  removed  from  Cole's  Hill,  in 
1731.     In  December,  1754,  it  was  voted  to  sell  this  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
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In  1750,  new  lines  were  establislietl  for  the  three  subdivisions,  or 
branches  of  tlie  Parisli,  the  Society,  or  parisli,  continuing  to  manage; 
the  whole.  The  west  section  embraced  that  part,  substaurially,  of  the 
present  west  dislrirt  which  lies  south  of  the  Berlin  road:  the  divisional 
line  between  the  two  sections  known  as  the  north  and  sonrh  schools,  being 
the  same  Berlin  road  ( /.  c.  running  west  from  the  Rocky  Hill  landing), 
continued  east  to  the  river.  At  th(>  same  time  a  schof.lh'>u-e  was  ordered 
built  for  the  South  school,  to  be  set  north  of  Hog  Brook,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Hill  below  the  burying  ground.  Another  one.  for  the  Xoith  school, 
was  to  be  placed  near  the  south  side  of  Jonathan  Boardman's  lot,  in 
the  highway,  and  on  the  east  side  of  it.  The  sum  of  £4S-14.s  was  voted 
to  defray  the  cost  of  these  two  houses.  In  these  two  houses  school  was 
kept  fifteen  weeks  in  the  year. 

In  the  west  section,  where  thitherto  a  school  had  been  kept  six  weeks 
in  the  year,  at  parish  expense,  it  was,  in  1773,  voted  to  pay  for  school- 
ing there  for  two  and  a  half  montlis  in  the  year,  if  that  section  would 
build  a  school  house  at  its  own  cost.  Two  new  schoolhouses  were  aLso 
ordered  built  the  same  year.  One  of  these,  in  the  north  section,  was  to 
be  set  in  the  highway,  near  the  north  side  of  Rev.  ]\Ir.  ^lerriam's  home 
lot;  the  other,  in  the  south  section,  on  Cole's  Hiii,  between  the  mouth  of 
the  lane  leading  from  the  waterside,  and  the  house  of  Ephraim  Wil- 
liams. 

It  is  evident  that  a  fourth,  or  central  section  was  now  desired;  for, 
in  1773,  the  parish  voted  to  "take  the  frame  that  is  already  set  up  for 
a  schoolhouse,  near  the  meeting  house,  for  one  of  the  aforesaid  school- 
houses,  provided  y^  owners  will  let  us  have  it  for  the  jusr  value"  ;  whence 
it  appears  that  private  individuals  had  luidertaken  to  meet  a  want  which 
the  parish  had  not  met. 

In  1774,  the  committee  was  directed  to  "mend''  the  schoolhouses,  so 
as  to  make  them  comfortable  for  the  winter  then  coming.  ^Miether  this 
vote  appertains  to  old  buildings,  or  to  new  ones  then  not  completed,  does 
not  appear,  but  probably  the  former;  for  in  17S0,  the  committee  was  di- 
rected to  ''view  the  S.  schoolhouse  and  see  if  it  is  worth  repairing." 

In  1779,  the  central  section  was  established,  and  thereafter  there  con- 
tinued to  be  four  schools  in  the  parish.  In  the  meantime,  the  building 
whose  frame  had  been  built  in  1773  was  comjileted,  as  it  seems,  and  was 
now  made  to  serve  for  the  "middle"  schoolhouse.  It  stood  on  the  tri- 
angular plot  between  the  roads  near  the  present  residence  of  Dr.  Rufus 
W.  Griswold. 

From  the  unpublished  "State  Arcliires,"  Vol.  II.,  it  appears  that  in 
January,  17S2,  on  the  petition  of  John  Robbins,  Giles  Deming,  Charles 
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Butler  and  Isaac  Kili'v,  all  of  Stopncv  parish — tlio  Society  was,  fur  the 
first  time,  divided  into  '•districts.''  They  recite  the  fact  that  the  parish 
had  already  voted  to  divide.  The  districts  were  outlined  by  the  Lecris- 
lature,  as  follows: — A  line  from  the  mouth  of  Hog  Crook  northwesterly 
to  the  S.  W.  corner  of  John  Benton's  home  lot ;  thence  a  more  westerly 
course  to  the  S.  E.  corner  of  Elijah  Goodrich's  home  lot;  thence,  parallel 
with  the  S.  side  of  said  lot  to  l)ea.  Goodrich's  lot;  thence  North  on  the 
line  between  said  lot  and  the  W.  side  of  Jac.  Riley's  lot,  to  a  high- 
way; thence,  on  said  highway,  to  the  western  district;  all  S.  of  this  line 
to  be  the  South  district.  But  Capt.  Ellias  Williams,  ''and  such  as  in 
future  shall  live  in  his  house,''  were  excluded.  This  was  to  l)C  known 
as  the  Second  School  district. 

Next,  a  line  from  the  X.  W.  corner  of  Prescott  Bulkley's  home-lot, 
parallel  with  X.  side  of  it,  to  the  Great  River;  and  from  the  foremen- 
tioned  corner  a  westerly  course  to  the  S.  W.  corner  of  Capt.  Elias  Wil- 
liams' south  common  lot,  so  called;  thence,  parallel  with  the  S.  line  of 
said  lot,  till  it  meets  the  Western  district — to  be  the  Third  School  Dis- 
trict. 

Xext,  all  that  part  of  Stepney  Society  lying  between  the  two  dis- 
tricts aforesaid  to  be  the  Fust  School  district. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Griswold,  who  has  examined  tlie  Society  and 
district  records — that  a  new  schoolhouse  of  brick  was  built,  in  17S2, 
for  the  Xorth,  or  Third  District,  standing  on  the  east  side  of  the  main 
road,  nearly  o]>posito  to  the  old  house  now  occupied  by  Jason  Board- 
man's  family.  This  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  the  site  of  its  pred- 
ecessor. xVlso  that  a  new  one  was  built  the  same  year  for  the  South,  or 
Second  District,  at  the  head  of  the  road  running  westerly  from,  and 
nearly  opposite  to  the  present  brick  schoolhouse  in  that  district.  Rocky 
Hill  followed  the  usage  of  that  day,  and  built  its  schoolhouses  in  the 
street. 

At  the  May  session,  1791,  the  General  Assembly  established  a  fourth 
district  in  Stepney  parish,  which  it  named  the  "Western  District."  Its 
territory  was  defined  to  be  the  southwest  part  of  the  parish  "without  the 
limits  of  any  school  district  heretofore  made  and  established  by  law." 
The  new  district  built  its  schoolhouse  (if  it  was  not  already  built),  of 
wood,  in  the  roiid,  a  little  south  of  its  present  building,  which  was  con- 
structed, of  brick,  in  IS 50.  The  old  one  was  moved  away.  Where  does 
it  stand  ? 

The  Middle  District  schoolhouse,  of  wood,  was  occupied  for  school 
purposes  until  about  the  year  ISOO,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  River 
landing  and  became  a  dwelling  house.     In  1S71,  being  in  the  way  of  the 
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Valley  R.  li.,  it  was  iii^ain  r('innvo(l  to  its  presoiit  sito,  on  the  Dividenrl 
road,  •  betwoen  tlip  Iiiiryin^  i:;r(.uii(l  ami  ling  Brook.  The  Xorrh  Dis- 
trict schoolhoii.se,  of  lii-ick,  was  used  till  1845  (  i)  when  the  prejt-ni; 
structure  was  built;  and  the  bricks  <jf  the  old  one  were  used  in  the  new 
one.  The  South  District  schoolhouse,  of  wood,  was  used  until  1>40. 
when  it  was  replaced  l)y  the  present  one  of  brick.  The  idd  une  wa> 
removed  to  the  north  side  of  Hog  J]rook,  where  it  is  now  used  as  a 
dwelling  house. 

The  present  two-storv  schoolhouse,  of  brick,  in  the  center,  was  built 
about  the  year  1800.  The  cost  of  it  was  paid  in  part  by  taxation,  and 
partly  by  funds  subscribed  for  that  purjx'se.  The  date  is  lixcd  only  aj>- 
proxiniately,  as  the  district  records  of  the  period  are  lost.  Mrs.  Ackley 
Williams  (in  ISSl), ninety-three  years  of  age  then, said  it  was  built  when 
she  was  about  twelve  years  old.  Abraham  .Fagger,  the  contractor,  being- 
unable  to  collect  the  subscriptions,  was  tinancially  ruined  in  conse- 
quence. The  building  was  destroyed  by  tire  on  the  night  of  Decem])er 
31st,  1839.  It  was  rebuilt  on  the  old  walls,  the  lower  story  being  ma^ie 
into  two  schoolrooms,  and  the  upper  one  converted  into  a  hall  for  pubhe 
purposes.  Here  the  Society  of  the  "Sons  (jf  Temperance''  held  its  ses- 
sions, for  about  tliree  years,  beginning  in  1840.  The  Ecclesiastical  Si>- 
ciocy  of  Ituok_)  Hi]!  aLso  held  its  meetings  here,  and  still  controls  it.  A 
Town  High  School  has  been  kept  in  it  at  sundry  times.  It  has  also  been 
used  for  concerts,  lectures,  shows,  •"lyceums,"  fairs,  festivals,  etc.  Epis- 
copal services  have  been  held  in  it,  and  the  Catholics  have  said  their 
masses  here. 

The  bricks  used  in  its  original  construction,  and  also  in  the  Xorth 
schoolhouse  which  preceded-  the  present  Xorth  schoolhouse,  are  said  to 
have  been  made  near  Goff's  bridge,  within  the  limits  of  Stepney  parish. 

Under  the  article  Wktiiersfikld,  we  have  referred  to  a  change  made 
in  the  dividing  line  between  the  Griswoldville  school  district  of  AVethers- 
field,  and  the  Western  .school  district  of  Kocky  Hill,  in  1850;  also  in 
that  between  the  South  school  district  of  Wethersfield  and  tlie  Xorth 
school  district  of  Hocky  Hill,  in  1858. 

Schools  and  Districts  of  Xewingtox  Parish. — Our  information 
as  to  the  history  of  schools  and  schoolhouses  in  this  parish  is  mostly 
drawn  from  its  Society  (the  Ecclesiastical,  or  Parish)  records,  which 
have  been  transcribed  and  published  by  Roger  Welles,  Esq..  in  his 
"Annals,"  in  1874.  From  these  it  appears  that  in  December,  172:^. 
Jebezeth  "Wliittlesey  and  Isaac  Buck  were  chosen  a  committee  to  "'take 
the  charge  of  a  school."'  In  January,  1720,  it  was  again  voted  to  '"have 
a  school,"  the  expense  of  which,  in  excess  of  the  amount  raised  by  taxa- 
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tion,  was  to  \>i'  raided  on  the  poll>  of  the  cliildiTU  tliat  ^i>  to  st-liool."  A 
aiiuilar  vote  was  ])as.sc(|  in  1  )(ccmlicr,  17-S.  Xo  mcmfion  of  a  school- 
house  luul  hfcii  made  u])  to  tliis  lime;  liiit  in  Deeeuiber,  17-!),  Ehenezer 
Kilbouru  and  Xathaiii(d  Cluirchill  were  elioscn  a  comiuittee  '"to  cover 
the  schoolhoiisc."  It  would  s<'eiii  from  this  vote  that  such  a  building 
had  existed  at  ItMst  loui;  enoiiiih  to  reiiuire  substantial  repairs.  It  is 
probable  that  it  stood  in  rlie  hiiihway.  and  near  tli(>  nieetinii'  house. 

In  1734,  for  the  first  time,  ir  became  necessarv  to  have  more  than  one 
school.  In  December  of  that  year,  Lieut,  ^lartin  Kellojii;;  and  David 
Wright  being  the  commirtee,  the  parish  voted  to  have  a  school  kept  two 
months  at  the  north  end,  four  months  in  the  middle,  and  two  at  the 
south  end  of  the  parish.  In  17:]7,  17o'.)  and  1740,  the  votes  in<licate  that 
three  schools  were  kept,  but  the  records  speak  of  them  as  one;  for  the 
reason  that  they  were  hranchcs  of  one  and  the  same  institution.  In 
December,  1744,  it  was  voted  that  "the  school  should  be  divided  into 
four  parts  for  the  year  ensuing.''  Also  that  the  ''west  side  people" 
[Stanley  Quarter]  have  a  reasonable  allowance  in  respect  of  the  school 
for  the  time  past." 

From  this  point  we  follow  rhe  lii?tory  of  the  Xewington  Schools  a3 
given  in  Chapter  XIX. 

Teachers. — \Ve  lack  the  space  and  data  for  furnishing  a  list 
of  the  teachers  of  the  district  schools  of  Wethersfield.  It  is  quite 
certain  that,  especially  in  the  early  history  of  the  town — the  in- 
structors of  youth  were  ]iersons,  as  a  rule,  who  afterward  became  dis- 
tinguished in  public  affairs,  and  identified  with  the  important  civil  and 
military  events  of  the  times.  But,  unfortunately,  the  district  records 
of  votes  rarely  mention,  and  then,  only  incidentally,  the  names  of  their 
"Schoolmasters" ;  and  the  records  of  district  treasurers  are  about  the 
only  source  of  the  meager  information  obtainable  on  the  subject.  We 
must  therefore,  forego,  for  the  present,  any  account  embodying  the 
names  of  those  instnictors. 

[Among  others  of  Wethersfield  birth,  who,  as  teachers,  did  good  edii- 
cational  work  elsewhere,  in  the  earlier  days,  may  be  named,  1682-83, 
Rev.  Samcei,  (son  of  Rev.  John)  Rlssell;  grad.  H.  C,  minister  at 
Branford,  Ct. ;  1694-5,  Rev.  Salmon  (s.  Rev.  James)  Treat,  grad. 
H.  C,  minister  at  Boston;  161)8-0,  Rev.  Joseph  (s.  Lieut.  Philip) 
Smith,  grad.  H.  C,  minister  at  L'pper  Middletown;  1709-11,  Rev. 
Daniel  (s.  of  Daniel)  Boardmax.  grad.  IT.  C.  minister  at  Xew  Mil- 
ford,  Ct. ;  1711-12,  Rev.  Elisha  (s.  Rev.  Wm.)  Williams,  grad.  II.  C. 
Rector  of  Yale  College,  and  minister  at  Xewington;  1723-24,  Rev. 
Benjamin  (s.  X'ath'l)  Dickinson,  grad.  II.  C. ;  et  alias. — //.  R.  5.] 
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Separation'  of  ('ihimii  Kiiom  Sciiooi.. — In  1^"'-',  tho  '"First  So- 
ciety in  WotlicrsHcld"  1k-l:,:iii  to  a(ii»i>t,  ;it  tiincs.  tlie  nanit-  vi  the  '"First 
Ecch'siaslical  Society  in  Wotherstiel-l.""  15ut  it  wa.-  not  till  January, 
ISKi,  that  the  hitter  tirh'  eanie  to  l)e  eontinnou-ly  ii-ed  in  the  Society's 
records  of  its  doings.  It  had  (■(•asc(h  practically,  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
and  control  of  educational  matters,  since  the  formation  of  the  school 
districts,  in  1772.  In  17s:!,  an  indi^ixMident  rclii:i"ns  or^fanization,  of 
'"Separates,"  existed  within  the  limits  of  the  estai/ii-hed.  or  '"Preshy- 
terian"  Society;  hut  the  Separates  can  not  he  said  to  liave  had  territorial 
limits.  Gradually  there  came  to  he  two  distinct  corpMrati..ns.  having  the 
same  extent,  territorially  speaking:  Tlu^  First  Ec'  '■^si'i-itical  Swiety, 
the  original  church  organization  at  AVetherstield  represented  today  hy 
the  "First  Congregational  Church,"  at  one  time  called  Preshyterian ; 
and  the  First  School  Soci(>ty,  which  controls  the  burying  ground,  fire 
organizations.  High  school,  and  other  matters  once  under  the  control  of 
the  First  Society,  otherwise  Wethersfield  Parish.  l)"\vn  to  1S29,  the 
meetings  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  are  called  meetings  of  the 
"Inhabitants"  of  the  Society;  after  that  date  they  are  called  meetings 
of  the  "members." 

In  175)7.  the  First  SrhooJ  Society  seems  to  have  held  its  first  meeting 
as  such.  It  was  held  Xovemher  :?Oth,  and  the  record,  calls  it  a  meeting 
of  "The  School  Society  in  the  First  Society  in  Wethersfield.*'  It  was 
not  till  Septend)er  inth,  in  the  year  1800,  that  the  present  title — "The 
First  School  Society" — was  adopted.  .This  organization  may  now  be 
said  to  be  the  only  one  which  retains  parochial  limits,  dating,  by  suc- 
cession, from  1712,  and  exercises  parochial  power-,  in  "Wethersfield. 
For,  with  the  advent  of  other  religious  bodies  than  the  ancient  Con- 
gregational Church,  certainly  with  the  formation  of  The  Constitution  of 
this  State — the  First  Ecclesiastical  Society  ceased  to  exist  as  a  corpor- 
ation having  fixed  territorial  limits. 

Special  Schools,  etc. — Schools  for  special  instruction  existed  in 
Wethersfield,  at  a  very  early  period.  In  10(35,  the  T.-wn  voted  to  have 
a  "writing  school"  ;  but  no  reference  to  such  an  institution  again  appears 
for  many  years,  though  it  may  have  been  continuous.  Vwal  music  was 
early  taught,  under  the  auspices  of  the  First  Society.  On  the  Ifith  of 
December,  1734,  it  voted  the  sum  of  five  pounds  "to  be  bestowed  on  a 
singing  master" ;  and  thereafter  it  was  probably  pretty  rej^ilarly  taught. 
Only  in  one  instance,  December  20th,  17S1,  do  we  find  the  name  of  the 
instructor  of  this  branch  of  education  upon  the  rc-oords:  in  this  case 
''!Mr.  Law"  was  cmphiyed.     In  1707,  the  Society  committee  were  author- 
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ized  to  hire  a  rodiii,  make  ticnc-lu'S,  and  furnish  "tire  ami  caudle.-."'  for 
the  use  of  the  Sinyiii;;-  Srlmol. 

Privatk  S('II(i()I..s  have  heeii  iiiaintaiiied,  one  or  more,  almost  e.m- 
stantly,  for,  perhaps  a  hnndred  years  past,  in  Wethcr.-^tield  village. 
That  of  which  Fi;i;i>i;i;i(K  Urri-KU  (father  of  the  late  Chief  Judire 
Thomas  V>.  IJuflei-),  was  the  head,  maintained  a  high  eharai-tcr  in  its 
class.  The  vonng  genflemon  under  his  charge,  nniny  of  whom  hi-i-ame 
prominent  in  jjiddie  matters,  were  taiiiiht  at  the  Aeademy  liniMing. 
^[r.  Butler  was  the  author  of  a  Jlistorij  (jf  ilw  United  Sl(iti\-i.  Life  of 
Wnshlnnton.  Life  of  fjdfdijellr,  and  other  works  for  titles  of  which  see 
the  Butler  (ienedbxjij,  in  our  second  volume. 

Of  private  schools  at  a  later  period  we  learn  from  various  private 
records,  niss.,  papers,  (>tc..  that  in  17S0,  Benmamix  Stillmax,  and  also 
Samuel  P.  Williams  taught  scholars;  in  lsOS>,  Rev.  Royal  Rueexxs. 
and  Samuel  C.   ^loiaiAX    in   ISi:^,    received   scholars  for   instnicn'''n. 

The  Female  Seiniiiari/  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Kmers(»ii  attained  a  repu- 
tation commensurate  with  its  success  in  its  s])ecial  field  of  lahor.  It 
began  in  lS2-t.  It  achieved  a  more  than  local  fame  as  early  as  1^20. 
^Ir.  Enierson'<  school  was  in  the  Ai'adem_\  i>uilding;  hut  u]jun  his  de- 
cease it  was  transferred  to  the  dwelling  house  of  his  widow,  nearly  o|)pi>- 
site,  and  was  conducted  for  some  years  hy  ^Irs.  Emerson.  Mr.  Emerson 
came  from  Sangus,  Mass.,  and  was  the  editor  of  several  works  of  an 
educational  ch  racter,  the  most  widely  known  among  which,  perhaps, 
.was  his  school  edition  of  Watts  on  the  Mind. — See  Gcncaloijies,  Vol.  II. 

From  a  very  scarce  pamphlet  of  sixty  ])ages,  entitled  "Prosprrfux  of 
the  Female  Setninary,  etc.,  etc.,"  printed  in  1^20  by  Alfred  Francis, 
some  idea  of  the  school  is  obtained.  This  "Prospectn.V  bears  the  date 
January  25,  1S20.  The  principal  branches  pursued  were: — Readinir. 
Chirography,  Arithmetic,  Geogra]>hy,  Grammar,  Rhetoric.  Composi- 
tion, History,  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Intellectual  Philosophy. 
Logic,  Education,  and  Theology,  "^irost  of  the  young  Ladies,"  it  state-. 
"will  also  devote  some  attention  to  Pronunciation,  Spelling,  Defining, 
Pen-making,  Geometry,  Drawing,  Punctuation,  Astronomy,  Chronol<">gy 
and  Exegesis."  There  were  three  classes: — Senior,  ^liddle  and  Jimior. 
The  requisite  age  for  admission  to  the  lowest  class  was  13  years.  Requi- 
site age  for  Middle  class  was  14  years;  for  Senior  class  15  years.  Two 
recitations  a  day.  "If  any  young  lady  should  find  her  lessons  too  easy, 
she  may  devc)te  her  spare  moments  either  to  reading  and  consulting  such 
works  as  may  conduce  to  give  her  a  more  thorough  and  extended  view 
of  the  branches,  to  which  she  attends ;  or  she  nuiy  be  advanced  to  a 
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higher  ehiss,  or  have  extra  lo.ssons  assig^ied  etc.''  The  opening  of  the 
Seminary  for  the  soasou  is  announced.  Two  terms  of  fourteen  weeks 
each  separated  hy  a  vacation  of  a  fortnight;  the  first  will  commence  on 
second  Wednesday  in  April.  The  secinid  the  last  Wednesday  in  July. 
Price  of  tuition  $7  a  term  payable  in  advance."  The  prospectus  also 
announces  that  "a  Preparatory  School  has  already  commenced.  Its 
principal  object  is  to  prejjare  young  Ladies  for  the  Seminary." 
"Yourig  masters  also  are  here  instructed  in  tlie  same  Ijranclies.  This 
school  is  taught  principally  by  Mrs.  and  ^liss  Emerson.  It  will  con- 
tinue, till  within  a  fortnight  of  the  opening  of  the  Seminary.  Price  of 
instruction  and  fuel  in  tliis  School  42  cents  a  week." 

At  the  same  time  a  ''Collateral  School"  is  announced,  "This  School 
will  connnence  at  the  same  time  with  the  Seminary.  It  is  designed  for 
young  Ladies  and  Misses  who  may  not  l)e  sufficiently  advanced  to  join 
the  Seminary.     Price  of  Instruction,  oO  cc^nts  a  week." 

Price  of  board  at  the  three  schools  $1.50  a  week,  not  including  wash- 
ing, fuel  and  light. 

The  entire  "course  of  instruction  at  the  Seminary  will  embrace  3 
seasons  of  2S  weeks  each." 

Regulations  of  Seminary  (2(i  in  all)  require,  among  other  things, 
of  the  young  ladies 

1. — That  they  regidarly  and  seasonably  attend  both  exercises  of 
public  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

2. — That  they  do  not  spend  any  part  of  that  sacred  day  in  visiting; 
or  unnecessarily  walking  or  riding  abroad. 

4. — That  they  do  not  go  more  than  two  miles  from  the  Seminary  Hall 
without  special  permission. 

5. — That  they  do  not  walk  in  any  field,  pasture,  or  other  enclosure, 
without  the  consent  of  the  occupant. 

21. — That  thev  never  induliie  themselves  in  savin"-  can't,  or,  in  anv 
way  expressing  their  inability  to  peiform  any  exercise  required. 

The  AcADEJiv,  or  what  was  later  called  the  High  School  Build- 
ing, was  begun,  as  a  private  enter])rise,  in  ISOl.  The  leader  in  the 
movement  was  Col.  John  Chester,  and  to  his  energy  was  due  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  work.  He  headed  a  list  of  subscribers  who 
pledged  themselves  to  raise  £300  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  structure, 
conditioned  upon  the  raising  of  £230  in  addition  by  Town  or  Society 
tax.  The  building  was  to  be  in  two  stories,  5G  feet  long  and  30  wide; 
to  have  two  rooms  on  the  lower  floor,  one  for  males,   the  other  for 
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females;  also  ''a  single  cliaiiiher  over  said  two  rooms,  for  the  use  of 
public  meetiiiiis  o{  tlie  freemen,  Town  anil  Society,  and  for  public 
exliibitions  of  any  and  all  tlie  schools.'' 

The  petition  was  tirst  presented  to  the  First  Society  [Ecclesiastical] 
on  the  21st  of  Decendx'r,  isOl.  On  the  L*4th  of  the  same  month  the 
vote  was  passed,  at  a  meeting  of  the  "inhaliirants''  of  the  Society,  to 
build  such  a  structure;  and  Daniel  iJuck,  Levi  Churchill  and  Stephen 
Chester  were  chosen  a  committee  to  build,  with  instructions  to  set  it 
"between  the  meeting  house  and  the  corner  wliere  Levi  liiley  now 
dwells." 

A  doid)t  seems  to  have  arisen  whether  tlu-  P^irst  Society  couM  law- 
fully pass  sucli  a  vote.  For,  in  a  meeting  of  the  First  Scltool  Society, 
held  April  lUth,  180:2,  a  tax  of  four  cents  on  the  dollar  was  laid,  "in 
lieu  of  four  cents  of  the  tax  of  six  cents  voted  at  the  Society  meeting 
on  the  2-ith  of  Deceudier  last."'  Aiul  the  School  Society  collector  was 
directed  to  collect  and  ])ay  over  to  the  building  committee,  the  amomit 
levied.  On  the  20th  of  April,  the  School  Society  further  voted  to  set 
the  building  as  had  been  provided  by  the  First  Society,  on  condition  that 
the  cost  of  the  site  should  not  exceed  $200. 

In  February,  1804,  the  conunittee  reported  the  building  completed, 
and  that  it  had  cost  $:3-2l)4..")2.  The  School  Society  then  voted  to  raise, 
by  tax,  the  deficiency  needed  to  make  up  the  excess  of  cost  above  the 
cash  received.  We  liave  already  referred  to  the  school  or  "Seminary'' 
kept  in  it  by  Mr.  Butler  and  ^Ir.  Emerson.  A  list  of  all  who  luive 
taught  here,  as  principal  or  assistant,  would  be  intei-esting.  Sometimes 
it  has  been  called  the  High  School,  now  the  Town  llall.  It  contains 
the  library  and  Town  Clerk's  office;  but  mostly  the  Academy. 
It  has  not  always  been  nunuiged  with  success.  Once,  in  ISi",  it  was 
proposed  (in  the  absence  of  any  right  to  sell  it),  to  lease  it  for  9!)1) 
years.  Usually  it  has  been  occupied,  on  the  ground  floor,  by  select 
schools,  kept  at  private  charge,  but  having  the  use  of  these  rooms 
granted  to  them.  In  ISo!),  a  public  High  School  was  established  here  by 
vote;  the  exiieriment  was  unsuccessful,  and  in  lS-i2  the  vote  was  re- 
scinded. It  was  reestablished  in  the  same  year,  but  it  did  not  long 
endure;  for  in  1850  the  School  Society  chose  a  committee  to  ascertain 
what  might  be  done  in  order  to  establish  a  High  School.  An  attempt 
was  made  in  1855  to  estal)lisli  a  graded  school  here,  but  it  <lid  not 
succeed.  In  the  meantime  the  "Academy"  School  was  maintained  as  a 
public  or  ])rivate  institution  ])retty  regularly.  The  present  High  School 
Building  was  dedicated,  ^la\  8th,  1S04. 


PCBUC    HKill     SLiUHJU  3"3 

Teachers  at  Aaulcmij  have  hccii  a  Mr.  C'ady  ;  F.  G.  Johnson,  1S50-2  ;* 
C.  Lounsbury,  18.">:; ;  A.  McKcon,  is:,();  Wait  K.  GriswoUl,  1S4T-9; 
Albert  C.  Griswold,  is^'J;  A.  Koo,  \^'u>  (Amos  Row*,  ? )  ;  Sannicl 
Galpin,  Jr.;  Xoali  P..  Clarke;  Clnis.  L.  IIuii?;crfor(l ;  Leonard  l\.  Welles. 

In  ISfiT,  ^[r.  CiiAiNCKY  Rosi:.  a  wealthy  eitizen  of  Terrc  Haute, 
]nd.,  but  a  native  of  Wetherstield,  donated  to  the  First  Society  the  sum 
of  $(;000,  eonditioued  that  it  he  used  in  the  maintenance  of  a  Public 
High  School  within  its  limits.  The  result  was  that,  in  ^larch,  ISGS,  a 
Free  Hi'jh  iScliool  was  voted,  to  he  un(h'r  the  direction  of  the  ScIkjoI 
visitors,  and  ojx-u  to  all  qualified  children  in  the  Society.  Since  that 
time  a  High  School,  now  apjiarently  un  a  [lermanent  basis,  was  main- 
tained in  the  Academy  liuilding,  at  the  imblic  ex])ense.  ^Ir.  J.  0. 
Hurlburt,  now  dec'd,  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  was  long-  the  principal, 
and  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  education  have  met  with  nuich  success. 

The  public  school  continued  in  the  old  Academy  Tjuilding  nntil  the 
new  or  present  High  Sclmol  was  erected. 

The  Hall  in  the  npper  part  of  this  Academy  is  the  only  one  in  the 
village.  In  it  the  ''freemen's  meetings"  and  elections,  which  formerly 
were  held  in  the  "meeting  house,"  at  present  called  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church— have  been  held  for  numy  yci.'-o.  At  times  a  ]jrivate 
school  has  been  kept  in  it.  independently  of  the  regidar  school  kejit  in 
the  lower  rooms.  Religious  services  were  held  hero  by  the  Catholics 
•undisturbed,  prior  to  the  erection  of  their  church  edifice,  in  ISSO;  but 
when  the  ^lethodists,  prior  to  the  erectinn  of  tlicir  house  of  worship,  in 
1824,  were  granted  permission  to  worship  here — it  was  actually  the 
cause  of  a  riot.  This  illustrates  the  liberal  progress  which  has  taken  the 
place  of  bigotry  in  this  village;  and  intolerance  was  probably  no  more 
pronounced  here  than  in  most  Xew  England  communities.  All  kinds 
of  public  exhibitions,  exercises,  fairs,  c(mcerts  and  meetings  have  been 
held  in  Academy  Hall;  but,  perhajjs  the  last  stated  use  to  which  it  was 
put  was  that  of  serving  as  an  armory  for  Company  F,  1st  Regt.,  Connec- 
ticut National  Guard,  from  ISOH-TO. 

"Women  as  Te.vciiicrs. — The  earliest  instance  we  have  been  able  to 
find  of  the  employment  of  a  woman  as  a  school-teacher;  is  in  December, 
17C0,  when  Xewington  Society  voted,  that  the  "Middle"  branch-school 
then,  in  the  summer,  should  be  kept  by  a  "school  dame."  We  also  have 
the  following  memorandum  (copied  from  the  original  paper  by  Judge 
S.  W.  Adams),  relating  to  a  private  school  during  the  Revolutionary 
period : 


See  AlUbonc's  Diet,  of  Authors. 
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''The  Xamt'S  of  those  whose  Children  -were  schooled  by  Sarah  Rey- 
nolds, att  the  Brick  [Schoolhoiise]  in  Broad  Street,  from  July  the  six  to 
Sept.  i;]th  1777;  with  the  number  of  Chihlreu  each  one  sent,  «S:  the 
whole  number  of  weeks,  are  as  follows: — 


No. 

of 

X 

0.  of 

No. 

of 

N 

:o.  or 

Child 

ren. 

w 

ecks. 

Children. 

\\ 

eeks. 

\Villiani,i,    Othniel 

2 

18 

Bentnn. 

Jno 

2 

16 

Bulkley,  Bcnjiunin 

1 

9 

Deniin;.'. 

Abh' 

2 

17 

Kilby,    Widow 

2 

IG 

Robl.ins. 

Apelton 

1 

8 

Bonliman.   Cliarles 

1 

9 

Robbing. 

Wido  Jo>hua 

2 

16 

Bedel,  Jonathan 

1 

0 

Crane,   Wido.   Jno 

1 

8 

Rily,  Samuel 

1 

9 

Kilby,    Christopher 

0 

14 

Bulkley,  Jno 

1 

9 

RoW.ins, 

Oliver 

1 

3 

Hart,  Doctr  Josiah 

1 

9 

Biilkeley, 

.  Charles 

1 

7 

Robbins,   Wido.    Hezia 

1 

9 

Reynolds 

i,  John,  Jr., 

2 

14 

Belding,  Jno 

2 

16 

Addanis, 

Benjamin 

2 

14 

Warner,   Daniel 

2 

25 

Willard, 

Stephen 

2 

13 

275 

Weeks. 

Yale  College  in  Wetiier-^field. — It  seems  appropriate  that  we 
should  conclude  this  outline  history  of  education  in  Wethersfiold  by 
referring;  to  the  fact  that,  for  a  brief  period,  Yale  College  had  its  home 
in  this  tcv,-^.  This  vt-uerable  institution,  though  established  at  Say- 
brook  in  1701,  had  its  classes  instructed  at  KilingAvorth  (now  Clinton) 
until  1707.  Early  in  the  year  171G,  there  was  much  dissatisfaction 
among  the  students,  both  on  accrnmt  of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
the  two  tutors  then  in  charge,  and  owing  to  the  insufBcient  accommo- 
dations provided  for  the  pupils  at  Saybrook.  A  considerable  number  of 
these  pupils  happened  to  be  from  the  neighborhood  of  Wethersfield  and 
Hartford ;  and  they  asserted  that  they  could  find  much  better  accomo- 
dations, as  well  as  facilities  for  tuition,  nearer  their  homes.  The  ques- 
tion of  removing  the  college  from  Saybrook  to  some  more  eligible  place 
was  vigorously  agitated,  and  Wethersfield,  Hartford.  Xew  Haven  and 
some  other  towns  entered  into  active  competition  for  the  honor  of  being 
the  home  of  the  collegiate  school.  The  action  of  the  College  Trustees, 
at  this  juncture,  seems  to  Iiave  lacked  firmness,  and  a  vote  passed  by 
them  that  '"these  sttidents  who  were  uneasy,  might  go  to  other  places  for 
instruction  until  the  next  Commencement,"'  was  con.«trued  by  many  of 
the  students  and  tlieir  parents,  as  favorable  to  their  own  wishes;  and 
"immediately  upon  this,  many  of  the  scholars  repaired  to  their  respec- 
tive homes  and  where  they  might  have  instruction  to  their  minds;  a 
considerable  number  gatherini:  at  Wethersfield,'"^   attracted  thither  bv 


'See  Dexter's  Yale  Biographies. 
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Mr.  [ElisluiT  "Williams'  reputation  as  a  teacher,  roeonimondofl  as  he  was, 
by  the  active  iiilluence  of  ^^essrs.  Wnodrid^e  and  nuckiiighani,  two 
leading  niiuistei-s  of  Hartford,  who  sccui  to  have  Ix'cii  at  the  bottom  of 
this  eolleye  rmbrotjlio  and  who  vouched  for  ^Ir.  Williams  as  being  ''a 
better  teacher  than  any  at  Saybrook."  Meanwhile,  a  _Mr.  Samuel  Smith, 
of  Glasfoidiiiry,  had  iiccii  a]ipointc(l  as  a  third  tutor,  but  did  not  inuued- 
iately  accept — being  evidently  "on  the  feiu-e."  iJut,  later,  he  was 
induc(>d  by  the  two  nuilcontent  Hartford  ministers  referred  to,  to  go  to 
Wetherstield,  and,  in  connection  with  ^Ir.  AVilliams,  to  oi)cn  there  a 
rival  school.  "There  were  then  tliirteen  of  the  Yale  pupils  at  Xew 
Haven,  fourti'm  at  Wethers  ft  eld,  and  three  (U-  four  at  Saybrook,  under 
Rev.  Azariah  blather,  a  former  tutor.  The  fight  was  now  well  on; 
feeling  ran  high  between  the  coni])eting  towns;  the  matter  of  the  col- 
lege's location  hail  become  a  "burning  question"  in  th(>  Colony;  the 
Trustees  knew  not  which  way  to  turn  and  the  General  Assembly  had 
also  taken  the  matter  in  hand.  At  the  Connnencenient,  in  September, 
1716,  at  Xew  Haven,  four  students  took  their  first  <legree,  and,  on  the 
same  day,  one  received  his  degree  at  W(>therstield,  from  the  hands  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge.  This  solitary  graduate  was  ]\Ir.  Is.vac  Buru, 
of  Hartford.'  Finally,  after  a  patient  hearing  of  all  the  facts  in  the 
case,  the  General  Assembly  ilecided  in  favor  of  Xew  Haven ;  the  Trus- 
tees again  invited  ^Ir.  Smith  to  act  as  tutor  there,  and  urged  the  students 
■who  had  been  under  his  and  Mr.  AVillianis'  tuition  lO  return  and  con- 
tinue their  studies  at  Xew  Haven.  But  Mr.  Smith  did  not  accept  and 
Mr.  "Woodbridge's  advice  detained  the  scholars  at  "Wethersfield,  so  that 
the  end  of  the  trouble  seemed  not  so  near  as  had  been  hoped.  And, 
indeed,  it  was  not  until  October,  17 IS,  that  tlie  affair  was  concluded, 
by  the  passage  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assenddy,  providing  "for  a 
conclusion  of  all  difficulties  and  misunderstandings,''  that  the  Wethers- 
field gradtuites  were  to  be  admitted  to  degrees  at  Xew  Haven,  without 
further  examinations ;  and  that  the  scholars  then  present  at  Wethers- 
field should  come  to  Xew  Haven  and  be  admitted  to  a  corresponding 
collegiate  standing  there.  FTirthennore,  as  a  poultice  to  their  wounded 
feelings  and  disappointed  ambitions,  the  school  at  Saybrook  was  to 
receive  a  sum  of  £'>0;  and  to  Hartford  (which  town  had  been  the  most 
active  rival),  was  awarded  an  appropriation  of  €500  to  be  applied  on 
the  building  of  a  State  House !  And  so  ended  the  brief  career  of  Yale 
College  in  Wethersfield. 

The  presence  in  the  town  of  this  considerable  number  of  students  is 

W6»d.    164. 
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recognized  by  the  followini;  Town  Vote,  Xoveinber  19,  171G,  providing 
for  their  accommodation  at  public  services  in  the  meeting  house:  "Y' 
y*  Scholars  now  resident  in  \V(>athersfiold,  whieh  belong  to  y^  Collegiate 
School  [Yale  College],  shall  have  liberty  to  build  y"  [them]  a  seat, 
from  y*  Gallery  to  y^  Pulpit,  on  y^  south  side  of  y^  meeting  house ;  they 
[the  students]  paying  y®  charge  y""  of." 

Where,  in  Wethcrslield,  these  students  received  their  instruction,  it  is 
impossible  now  to  say.  In  1719,  Mv.  Williams  had  purchased  of  Samuel 
Boardman,  the  John  Wadham's  homestead,  being  a  part  of  the  old 
Nathaniel  Foote  home-lot  on  the  southeast  side  of  Broad  Sti-ect,  and  this 
is  the  earliest  known  residence  of  ^Ir.  Williams  in  Wethersfield.  And, 
again,  it  is  possible  that  the  students  met  for  recitations  at  the  parson- 
age, then  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Mix,  himself  a  IIar\'ard  grad- 
uate.' 

This  fact  of  ^Ir.  Williams'  and  of  Wethersfield's  connection  (though 
temporary)  with  Yale  College,  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  causes  which 
led  to  his  being  subsequently  called  to  the  rectorship  of  Y^ale  College. 


'His  name  appears  upon  the  College  books  as  one  of  the  tutors,  because  after  the 
matter  of  the  School's  settlement  at  New  Haven  was  fully  deterniini'd.  it  was 
thoujjht  better  as  a  means  of  conciliation,  that  hi-<  )rrpj."jlar  appointniciit  <houli! 
be  confirmed;  but  he  never  acted  as  a  tutor,  except  in  Wethersfield. 


CHAPTER    X. 

Wcther.sficld's  Share   iti   fhe   French  and  Indian   Wars. 

BY  SHERMAN    W.    ADAMS,   ESQ. 

THE  earliest  date  at  which  the  Wotherstield  Train-l)and  was  com- 
manded by  a  rciriihirly  coiimiis.sioned  captain,  was  in  ^lay,  1070, 
when  Sajil'el  Welles  held  this  ranlc,  and  John  Chester  was  his  lieuten- 
ant of  the  company  of  "troopers"  (draa'oons)  for  Hartford  County,  and 
as  such  he  commanded  a  hudy  of  40  men  (If)  each  from  Hartford  and 
Windsor  and  10  fnnu  Wetherslield),  in  an  expeditidn  to  Xorthanipton 
and  Hadley,  in  Oct.,  1*177.  In  Oct.,  1679,  Samuel  T.vlcott  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  troop  as  its  lieutenant,  James  Treat  taking  his  place  in  the 
train-band;  and  in  October,  lOSl,  Talcott  was  promoted  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  the  troop.  During  the  Andros  "Usurpation,"  00  men  were 
.sent  by  his  order,  from  Connecticut,  in  Xovember,  16SS,  to  Xorthfield, 
!Mass.,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Bull  of  Hartford.  We 
can  not  lind  the  names  of  the  Wethersfield  men  on  this  service,  but  it  is 
probable  that  Capt.  Samtel  Talcott  and  Lieut.  Samuel  Steele — 
both  of  the  county  dragoons — were  of  the  number.  Andros  was  deposed 
in  the  following  April. 

In  June,  1CS9,  Wethersfield  had,  for  the  first  time,  two  military 
companies,  or  '"train-bands'';  officered  (in  September  of  that  year),  as 
follows:  "The  South  (Broad  St.)  Company,  Joiix  Chester,  Captain; 
JoHX  BuTToLPii,  Lieutenant;  John  Chester,  Jr.,  Ensign.  The  North 
(High  St.)  Coinpany  was  ofiBcered  thus,  Bobert  (grandson  of  Gov, 
Thomas)  Welles;  Captain;  Will.  Warner,  Lieutenant;  Saji.  But 
LER,  Ensign.     This  was  on  the  eve  of  the  war  known  in  history  as 

King  William's  War  with  France,  1690-97,  and  military  operations 
were  active.  Lieut.  Thomas  Hollister  was  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Deniii- 
son's  volunteers  from  Hartford  and  X'ew  London  Counties,  and  his 
brother  Stephen  was  soon  to  be  an  efficient  otficer  in  the  Hartford  County 
dragoons.  Capt.  Samuel  Talcott,  an  able  soldier,  commanded  the  drag- 
oons at  Deerfield,  ^lass..  June  1690,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  was, 
also,  probably  with  the  Wood  Creek  expedition  under  ^laj.  Gen.  Win- 
throp  in  August  of  that  year — a  fniitless  campaign.  In  October,  1692, 
Stephen  Hollister  was  made  Lieut,  of  dragoons;  Sam.  (son  of  Capt. 
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Samuel)  Talcott,  cornet;  anil  Josula  (sou  of  Hugh?)  Wklles,  en- 
sign. This  company,  the  same  month,  was  sent  to  Albany  for  service 
against  the  Iridiiius  of  the  vicinity,  then  threatening  Massachusetts.  In 
the  following  .March  (or  .Fune),  Lieut.  Sti;imik.\  IIolli.stku  was  in 
Capt  Whiting's  picked  company  of  (U  men,  in  the  expedition  to  Deer- 
field,  Ma.ss.  remaining  there  several  months.  h\  October,  IGDO,  he  com- 
manded the  special  detachment  of  40  men  sent  from  Ilaitford,  Wind- 
sor and  Wethersficld,  to  Iladley,  ^lass.,  then  (since  the  abandonment 
of  Xorthfield) 'the  northermost  town  on  Connecticut  River.  As  such, 
it  became  necessary  to  garrison  and  hold  it,  both  for  defensive  and 
offensive  purposes,  and  it  served  as  a  barrier  against  hostile  French  and 
Indian  attacks  from  Canada.  So,  too,  at  Albany,  troops  from  the  River 
towns  of  Hartford  County  were  stationed  most  of  the  time ;  and  a  close 
watch  kept  on  the  movements  of  the  Five  Xation  tribes,  the  ^Maquas 
and  the  Canadian  French.  In  the  latter  service,  the  company  of  Hart- 
ford County  dragoons  were  the  main  reliance  of  Xew  York  and  ^lassa- 
chusetts. 

We  are  unable  to  give  the  names  of  any  Wethersficld  men  lost  in  this 
war.  In  September,  1000,  IXvxikl  Beldf.x,  son  of  AVilliam  ami 
Thomasiua,  of  Wethersficld,  was  captured  and  carried  away  by  Indians 
at  Dcerficld,  with  a  son  Xathaniel  and  a  daughter  Esther.  His  wife 
Elizabeth,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Foote,  Jr.,  was 
killed,  as  were  three  of  her  childi-en ;  and  two  other  children  were 
wounded.  The  Dickinsons  and  other  families  of  Wethersficld  descent 
were  sufferers  at  Hadley  and  its  vicinity  from  the  Indian  enemy.  Per- 
haps, the  last  movements  in  this  war,  in  which  AVethersfield  men  par- 
ticipated, Avere  the  expedition  to  Albany,  in  October,  1090,  wherein 
Sgt.  Jonathan  Colfax,  with  the  Wethersficld  quota,  joined  Col. 
Fletcher's  command  of  60  men;  and  in  June,  1097,  when  Lieut. 
Stf.phkx  Hoi.t.ister  was  sent,  second  in  command,  with  50  men 
under  Capt.  Whiting  to  ]\[assachusetts,  where  they  remained  until  Oc- 
tober. The  news  of  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick,  which  terminated  this  war, 
■did  not  reach  Xew  England,  until  December,  1097;  and  the  Indians 
continued  hostilities  some  months  after  the  French  had  ceased. 

In  May,  109S,  Wethersficld  was  divided  into  two  military  precincts, 
tile  first  formation  of  districts  within  the  Town  for  any  purpos(\  The 
line  separating  the  two  divisions  was  nearly,  if  not  exactly,  identical 
with  that  now  dividing  Broad  Street  and  High  Street  school  districts. 
The  South,  or  Broad  Street,  precinct  was  reserved  for  the  ''First"  Com- 
pany, commanded  by  Capt.  John  (son  of  Capt.  John — who  had  died  in 
169S)  Ciikstkr;  the  "Second"  for  the  Second  Company,  under  Capt. 
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RoBEUT  Welles— pr(,l,:il)h-  tli.>  Sco.n.l.      From  this  time  until  17ui\ 
compju-iitivo  peace  and  quiet  was  the  rule. 

Qiicrn  Ainu'S  War.  n().]-171.l  But,  with  the  acces-ion  t..  the  Erit- 
ish  Throne  of  Queen  Anne,  a  war  was  waged  between  PZn-laiid.  (i.-r- 
niany  arul  the  States  (Jen(>ral  en  the  one  side,  and  France  and  Spain 
on  the  other;  and  the  Indians,  as  usual,  were  divided  as  to  which  ..ide 
they  shcuM  take.  And  so  the  C.'nl„uies  l.eeauie  involved  iu  a  v.-ar.  v.hioh 
lasted  over  a  decade  of  years. 

In  this  period  of  unrest,  tlie  Connecticut  towns  felt  the  need  of  re- 
newed protective  measures,  within  tlieir  own  borders.  Invasi-.n  l.v  the 
French  and  Indians,  from  Canada,  was  by  no  means  an  impossible  or 
improbable  dauii-er  to  be  juniavded  ajiainst.  [n  170:;,  :Ma-achu^errs  wa> 
at  war  with  her  P:astern  Indian  nei.-hlM.rs;  and  askin-  f.,r  help  fr..ni 
Connecticut,  who  felt  that  her  own  Ix.rders  were  threatened.'  The 
Connecticut  legislature,  in  .March,  ITO:!--!.  required  the  tounis  to  fonify 
such  houses  within  tlieir  respective  limits  as  the  local  aur!i.,rities  A.-Aiil 
deem  necessary.  Weflierstield  decided,  .func!  ::!(),  17(U.  to  fort,f,,  .i.c 
homes,  viz:  Those  of  Capt.  Rui'.Eirr  Welles  (grandson  of  "Gv.v. 
Thomas).  iCcv.  Stkpiiex  :\rix,  Davu.  Wri(;i:t,  Sgt.' [John]  Latimer,  . 
Bex.j.  Crane's  Heirs.  Jo.xatiia.x  Demixu,  the  Wacksmirlu  A  dt-rail 
of  officers  was  i)rovided,  as  follows:     -The  quarters,  or  squadrais   [to 

be]    devided   as  by  the  commission   (officers   were   devided   W-f.-re ^^ill 

except  Jacob  Griswold  to  Capt.  Wei's  garrison  [about  where  rhe  Srare 
Prison  now  stands]  ;  and  the  persons  to  order  and  sett  ..ut  the  w..ric 
and  shares  to  the  particular  persons  [are]  :  for  Capf.  WcI's  Fort. 
Capt.  Wels,  Serg'.  [John]  Curtis  .^-  Mr.  Thomas  Tonsey :  for  Mr.  Mix's 
Fort,  Ens.  [William]  Goodrich  [son  of  Wm.  the  Settler].  :^Ioses  Craft 
&  Jonathan  Buncc ;  for  Darid  Wrujhfs  Fort,  Sgt.  [SamueH]  Wri-br. 
Corp.  Isaac  Borman  ^-  Corp.  Ilurlbutt ;  for  Scru'.  Lnlunrr's  Fort, 
Lieut.  [James,  or  his  son  Joseph]  Treat,  Serg^  Latimer  A:  El^nezer 
Kilburn;  for  Sam.  Bclden's  Fort,  Capt.  [Joshua]  R.-bbins.  Dan'' 
Borman  k  John  Waddams;  for  Jonathan  Deming's  Fort.  Lieiu.  Mon;-- 
than]  Borman,  Serg'.  [Daniel^  Biley  &  Jonathan  D.-min-^  Pue 
squadron  nuiy  be  seen  in  the  draughts  of  said  officers." 

The  houses  thus  turned  into  temporary  citadels  an.l  castles  were 
situated  as  follows :  Capt.  Pu^bert  Welles'  house,  near  the  present  -ire 
of  tho  State  Prison;  Rev.  Stephen  :Mix's  hou.se,  about  where  Mr. 
Chapman's  house  is,  a  few  rods  X.  of  Amidon's  store:  Serir'.  J-'hu 
Latimer's  house  on  the  W.  side  of  Broad  Street,  near  the  S.  en-i; 
David  Wright's  hotL>e,  we  sui)posc  to  have  been  at  West  Farms  [Xew- 
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ington]  ;  the  Benjamin  Crane  Imnse  was  near  the  site  of  the  house  hitely 
occupied  by  Suniucl  Coleman,  deocaied;  Jonathan  Deminj^'s  house,  wa^< 
in  Rocky  Hill,  on  the  corner  where  now  stands  the  dwelling  of  James 
Warner. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  last  occasion  of  any  action,  on  the  part 
of  the  town  looking-  towards  a  state  of  sieire.  Xonc  of  these  fortified 
houses  remain.  It  will  be  noted,  as  an  interesting  fact  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that,  althoudi  this  was  seventy  years  after  the  first 
occupation  of  WcthorsfieM.  there  were  very  few  inhabitants  then  living 
outside  of  the  narrow  limits  of  the  original  settlement. 

In  iTOo,  when  the  Colonial  military  ojierations  beiran,  Capt.  Chester 
commanded  the  first  W('tlH'r.^rield  Company;  but  he  was  soon  promoted 
to  be  Sergeant  !^[ajor  fur  Hartford  County.  Josiiva  Robbies  suc- 
ceeded him  as  Captain,  Joxathax  Boakdmax  becoming  Lieutenant, 
and  Joxatiiax  Lkldkx,  the  En^ign.  Tiio:\rAS  (son  of  Samuel) 
Welles  was  Captain  of  the  Second  Company;  Bex.t.  Ciifr^rnir.L, 
Lieut.;  and  William  (son  of  Ens.  AVilliam)  Goodkich.  Ensign,  ('ai)t. 
Welles  had  succeeded  his  father,  Capt.  RoEF.nx  Well.*;,  '•released"  in 
1701.  Tv,-o  Connecticut  conipanies  went  to  Dc<rfield,  in  Octolier, 
1703;  and  in  Eebruary,  17^)4,  occurred  the  horrible  massacre  at  that 
place.  In  the  following  ^lay.  <;0  of  the  Hartford  County  dragoons  were 
dispatched  to  Cohasset,  and  other  ^lassachusetts  settlements — and 
David  GooDiMcir,  of  Wethersfield.  served  in  this  expedition  as  Lieuten- 
ant. Capt.  Joxatiiax  (son  of  Thomas  2d)  Welles,  of  Wethersfield, 
was  then  living  in  Deerfield.  in  command  of  the  forces  there. 

In  October,  170."),  two  Wethersfield  men,  SA5irF:L  Wolcott  and 
James  Steele  were  made  Captain  and  Lieutenant,  respectively,  of  the 
Hartford  County  '"troop"  of  dragoons,  the  most  active  Connecticut 
company  in  the  service.  Wolcott  was  a  grandson  of  Henry  the  Settler 
— ancestor  of  the  famous  Wolcott  family  of  Connecticut. 

In  ^lay,  1700.  Lieut.  Joiix  Welles,  of  Deerfield,  a  grandson  of 
Thomas  Welles,  2d,  and  a  native  of  Wethersfield,  was  slain  by  the 
Indians  on  Onion  River. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  an  expedition  was  organized  for  service 
against  Canada,  .'l.'O  trnojis  being  sent  from  this  Colony.  They  got 
no  farther  than  Albanv  and  Wood  Creek,  and  at  the  latter  place  en- 
camped through  the  suinuuM-  and  autumn  of  1700,  and,  by  disease  or 
otherwise,  lost  00  men.  They  were  under  the  general  command  of 
Col.  William  AMiiting.  of  Hartford;  Wethersfield  quota  was  10,  Hart- 
ford and  Wethersfield,  22  each  and  Glastonl)urv.  6.  Capt.  David 
Goodrich,  of  Wethersfield,  was  both  adjutant  and  quartermaster  for 
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the  campaign.     Stkpiiex  IIollistee,  Captain,  died  in  camp  at  Green- 
busk,  in  October. 

In  1710,  -Tajiks  Steele  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  the  dra- 
goons, and  Stepiiex  Willard  became  cornet.  In  Octoljer,  Col.  Wliit- 
ing's  command  was  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Pcjrt  Iloyal,  Xova 
Scotia.  In  the  capture  of  this  important  place,  Wethcrsfield  did  its 
share.  It  appears  that  the  "First"  (Broad  Street)  Company,  under 
Capt.  Joshua  Robbins*  (Stepney),  was  there;  certainly  Joxatiiax 
Beldex,  its  lieutenant  was  present.  One  "Wetherstield  man,  David 
Riley,  was  seriously  wounded.  Of  all  the  attacking  forces,  only  40 
men  were  lost,  2G  of  whom  were  by  drowning. 

In  August,  1711,  3G0  Connecticut  men  under  Col.  Whiting,  took 
part  ill  an  expedition  north  of  Albany,  ria  Xew  Haven  and  Hudson 
River.  The  Wetherstield  contingent  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Tjios. 
Welles,  and  it  was  composed  of  volunteers  from  the  two  regular  com- 
panies, or  train  bands  of  the  town.  He  was,  at  that  time.  Captain  of 
the  Second  (High  Street)  Company.  Joseph  Garrett  was  one  of  the 
Wethcrsfield  sergeants  in  this  service.  This  unprofitable  campaign 
was  followed,  in  February,  1712,  by  another — in  which  tv.-o  Connecticut 
compauitn,  furnished  with  moccasins  and  snow  slioes,  were  dispatched 
to  a  point  30  miles  above  Deerfield.  One  of  these  companies  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  David  Goodrich.  Perhaps,  it  was  at  this  time  that 
Martix  Kellogg,  of  Wethcrsfield,  was  carried  off  by  Indians,  captive 
to  Canada.-  Probably  otlier  companies,  than  these  from  Wetherstield 
were  also  in  the  service  (for  the  Council  of  War  had  ordered  a  levy 
of  300  men)  and  these  troops  remained  in  service  until  past  midsum- 
mer. In  the  meantime,  Maj.  Chester  had  died ;  his  father,  Capt.  John, 
had  died  in  1098.  Capt.  Robert  AVelles  was  now  sixty-four  years  old 
and  died  two  years  later.  Capt.  Thomas  Welles  had  died  11  Dec, 
1711;  and  Capt.  Treat  in  1709— truly,  as  for  Wethcrsfield  "the  mighty 
had  fallen." 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  news  of  which  was  received  in  October,  1712, 
terminated  this  long  and  (to  Connecticut  especially)  expensive  war, 
but  which  had  wrested  from  the  French,  Xova  Scotia,  Xew  Foundland, 
Hudson's  Bav  and  other  valuable  territorv. 


'  Wlietlier  Sen.  or  Jr.  is  somewhat  uncertain.  When  in  1722  tlie  first  separate 
company  was  organized  in  Stepney,  .Toshua  (probably  Jr.)  was  made  Lieut,  and  \Vm. 
Warner,   Capt. 

•Mart.  Kelloj:!;,  of  Wethersfield,  in  ^[ay,  1745,  Petitions  Legislature  for  to 
be  reimbursed  for  loss  of  health,  etc.,  among  the  Indians  and  Frencii,  in  captivity, 
more  th<i)i  thirty  years  ayo. 
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During  the  next  ten  years,  military  events  were  of  little  importance. 
Robert  Welles  (son  of  Capt.  IvolxTt)  was  made  lieutenant  in  tlie  Ilart- 
ford  County  dragoons,  October  7,  171  k  In  May,  1715,  David  Good- 
Bicii  was  made  captain  of  the  N'orth  Company,  Joseph  Talcott,  lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  (sun  nf  (\ipt.  Thomas)  ensign.  In  ^lay,  1710,  Eimira- 
IM  GooDKicir  (son  of  Ens.  William),  liceame  captain  of  the  South 
Company,  J(jseph  Treat,  lieuteuant.  JosiirA  Roisbins,  2d  ensign. 
Lieut.  Welles  hecome  captain  at  this  time.  Isaac  Riley  become  ensign 
of  the  South  Company  at  this  time. 

For  a  scant  ten  y<'ars,  ([uiet  reigned  along  the  northern  frontier  of 
New  England,  and  then  again  appeared  signs  of  discontent  and  ill-will 
among  the  Canadian  Indians,  incited  thereto  by  the  French.  The 
colonies  were  quick  to  ap[)reciate  and  prepare  for  the  possibilities  of 
another  Indian  war,  and  Connecticut,  besides  garrisoning  her  own 
frontiers,  was  called  upon  to  make  heavy  sacrifices  for  the  conunon 
safety.  In  October,  1722,  a  company  was  formed  at  Stepney  Parish, 
for  the  first  time,  its  officers  being  William  Warxer,  Captain,  .Tosiita 
(probably  son  of  Joshua)  Roijbixs,  Lieutenant,  and  Samuel  (son 
of  Joseph?)  Smith,  Ensign. 

In  May,  172o.  the  calls  made  upon  Connecticut  tor  assistance,  by 
other  colonies,  were  frequent  and  urgent.  Three  companies,  under 
Maj.  Joseph  Talcott,  of  Hartford,  were  sent  into  Hampshire  County, 
Mass.,  and  one  of  these,  numbering  GO  men,  from  Wethersfield,  was 
commanded  by  Capt.  David  Goodrich,  now  a  veteran  fighter  of  .")6 
years.  In  Febniary,  172-1,  he  went  north  again;  this  time,  probably, 
as  far  as  Fort  Dnmmer,  near  the  present  town  of  Brattleborough,  then 
the  only  settlement  in  what  is  now  Vermont.  It  is  probable  that 
Thos.  Welles  was  his  lieutenant  and  Sajii'el  Wolcott,  his  ensigTi. 
Goodrich  remained  in  Massachusetts  most  of  the  time,  until  tlic  close 
of  the  war  in  Decendier,  172.").  In  this  year  he  became  cohmel  of  the 
Hartford  County  forces ;  having  also  been  a  member  of  the  "Committee" 
and  ''Council"  of  AVar,  from  1723.  T>esides  the  men  of  his  company, 
Wethersfield  sent  11  to  Litchfield  (the  same  number  as  sent  from  Hart- 
ford)  in  ^[ay,  1724. 

Although  this  war  received  a  serious  check,  in  1724,  by  the  English 
attack  upon  and  destruction  of  the  Indian  ^lission  Village  at  Xor- 
ridgewock,  and  the  death  of  the  Jesuit  priest  Rale,  the  instigator  of  the 
savage  uprisings  which  had  so  long  disturbed  the  frontier  .settlements; 
yet,  it  was  not  at  once  ended.  The  Indian  attack  upon  Dunstable  in 
the  following  autumn  and  the  fearfnl  struggle  of  ^lay,  1725,  known  as 
"Lovewell's  Fight,"  brought,  at  last  the  much  needed  respite. 
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In  1720,  lioBEUT  (son  of  Capt.  KoIhtI)  Wkllks  was  commissioned 
captain  of  tlic  Hartford  County  dragoons,  and  Xatiiamel  Stillmax 
(also  of  Wothorsficld)  was  quartermaster.  A  "train  band"  was  now 
organized  at  Xcwington,  for  the  tirst  time  (being  four  years  later  than 
the  one  at  Roeky  Hill);  its  captain  being  Joux  ('ami*;  lieutenant, 
Ephkiam  De.ming;  ensign,  Kit  ii.  I'oaijdmax. 

For  sometime  after  the  accession  of  Genrge  tlie  Secdiid,  tliere  was 
little  occasion  for  tlie  employment  of  colonial  soldiers.  In  the 
latter  part  of  ITo'.t,  however,  Enghind  declared  war  against  Spain, 
and  the  American  Colonies  were  called  upon  to  take  their  share  in  the 
reduction  of  the  S[)ani.-<h  settlements  in  the  West  Indies.  Connecticut 
showed  her  usual  alacrity  in  seconding-  the  plans  of  the  royal  govern- 
ment;  her  governor  issued  a  proclamation  calling  for  volunteers,  re- 
cruiting was  actively  prosecuteil,  and  the  militia  of  Hartford  County 
was,  for  the  first  time,  organized  into  regiments,  of  which  thirteen 
were  made  up,  each  commanded  by  a  colonel.  The  number  of  com- 
panies to  each  regiment  was  not.  however,  uniform;  as  each  regiment 
included  all  the  companies  within  its  own  specified  geographical  limits. 
Wethersfield  was  in  the  Sixth  Regiment,  and  with  her  were  asso- 
ciated "Middletown  (on  both  sides  of  the  River),  Glastoiduiry  and  the 
parish  of  Kensington.  ()ut  of  each  regiment  was  organized  "'a  troop'' 
of  64  mounted  men.  Of  this  Sixth  Regiment,  Tiieoik)i;e  Welles 
(son  of  Samuel.  Jr.),  of  Glastonbury,  was  made  colonel,  Jonx"  Ciie.s- 
TER,  of  Wethersfield,  lieutenant  colonel;  and  J.vr,i:z  IIamlix',  of  ^lid- 
dlctown,  major.  Of  the  "troop"'  connected  with  the  regiment,  Xatiiax'- 
lEL  Stili.max  and  Josiaii  Guiswold,  both  of  Wethersfield  were  made 
respectively,  captain  and  ensign. 

In  October,  1740,  a  splendid  tleet  of  over  100  vessels,  carrying  15.000 
sailors  and  12,000  soldiers,  fully  equipped  and  provisioned,  set  sail, 
under  Lord  Cathcart,  for  the  West  Indies.  But  valuable  time  had  been 
foolishly  wasted  in  the  concentration  of  this  force,  at  Dominica;  its 
able  leader  fell  a  victim  to  the  climate  and  his  command  devolved  upon 
two  "incapables,"'  who  could  not  and  did  not  work  well  together.  Be- 
fore the  expedition  reached  its  destination,  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleet  had  left  the  deadly  climate;  and  the  English  found  themselves 
facing  the  terrible  yellow  fever,  which  wrought  sudden  and  fatal  havoc 
in  their  ranks.  Some  fighting  they  had  too ;  but  it  was  ill-advised  and 
rash,  and  resulted  only  in  defeat.  Before  the  return  of  the  fieet  in 
Xovember,  1741,  it  was  estimated  that  20,000  lives  had  been  lost, 
mostly  by  pestilence,  and  that  of  the  1,000  Xew  England  men  engaged 
in  the  expedition,  S(jme  one  hundred  survived.     It  is  fair  to  suppose 
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that  of  tills  appalling  nuirtality,  WethoryticM  burc  her  full  proporti(ni- 
ate  share. 

George  The  Second's  Wdv.  lu'twocn  Tuiiilaml  aiul  France,  liegaii  hv  an 
almost  mutual  dtrlaratiou  of  hostility,  in  ^lan-h,  1744.  In  its  b<\qiu- 
ning,  the  suori^ss  which  atteiKh-d  the  French  in  their  crippling  of  the 
coast  fisheries,  deeply  touched  the  interests  of  the  Xew  England  Colonies, 
to  whom  the  fish  trade  was  a  matter  of  prime  importance;  and  finding, 
on  trial,  that  the  Tlnyal  Gi'vernmcnt  was  not  inclined  to  atford  them  the 
assistance  which  they  deem(>d  vitally  necessary,  th(>y  determined  to 
imdcrtake  their  own  salvation,  without  even  the  aid  of  the  other  Col- 
onies outside  of  Xew  England.  A  fully  equipped  fleet  and  an  army 
of  4,000  soldiers  was  raised  within  the  short  space  of  two  months,  and  to 
this  force,  under  Lieut.  Gen.  William  Pepperell,  of  ^[assachusetts, 
Connecticut  added  .^00  men  under  her  Lieut.  Governor,  lioger  Wolcot, 
of  Windsor,  who,  under  commission  from  the  Governors  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  was  ^laj.  Gen.  second  in  command.  Wethersfield  at 
this  time,  had  four  military  companies,  the  first,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Jonathen  T5eldcn;  the  second  (High  Street)  by  Capt.  Elixur,  (son  of 
Col.  David)  GooDKicii,  with  J()si:i>ir  (son  of  Lt.  William)  GooDUicir, 
as  Lieut. ;  tlie  diird  (Stepney)  company  by  Capt.  Giokon  (son  of  Capt. 
Ephriam)  Gooniacir,  with  Jotin^  "Wakxer,  as  lieutenant,  ^^^lo  was 
captain  of  the  Xewington  Company  does  not  appear,  but  Josiau  Wil- 
LARD  was  its  lieuteiumt,  and  TJor.iatT  (son  of  Ca])t.  Ilobert)  Welles, 
its  ensign.  _  Tt  was  in  ^March,  174."),  that  Capt.  Elizur  Goodrich,  and  the 
other  Wethersfield  men,  probably  entered  the  service  in  this  ''Xew 
England  Army,''  which  on  the  22d  of  April,  was  joined  at  Cansoe 
by  a  fine  fleet  of  large  vessels  imder  Commodore  Warren,  from  the 
West  Indies  station.  The  objective  point  of  the  expedition,  which 
set  sail  full  of  enthusiasm  and  joy,  was  the  capture  of  Louisburg  and 
the  Island  of  Cape  lireton.  The  sloop  Defense,  the  one  vessel  of  Con- 
necticut's Colonial  navy,  accompanied  the  co-operating  Ih'itish  fleet. 
Louisburg,  ''strong  as  Barcelona,"  Avas  taken  in  June,  1745,  after  a 
fifty  days'  siege,  and  with  it  the  whole  island  passed  into  British 
hands — though  it  was  restored  to  France  at  the  end  of  the  war.  AVeth- 
ersfield  had  its  share  of  the  general  rejoicing  caused  by  this  most 
successful  campaign.  Gov.  Wolcott,  returning  home,  by  way  of  the 
Connecticut  Biver,  from  the  Sound,  debarked  at  Xew  London,  whence 
he  came  via  Lyme  and  [Middletown,  to  Wethersfield,  where  he  stopped 
a  day,  and  was  thence  escorted  by  Hartford  and  Wethersfield  troops  and 
civilians,  to  his  home  at  Windsor,  where,  as  he  records  in  his  diary, 
"We  had  a  Good  Dinner,  Drank  some  bowls  of  Punch,  &c.,  and  after 
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tiie  Discharge  of  the  Great  Artillery  and  small  arms,  ^-avq  3  Huzzas, 
and  parted  Go-xl  friends."  Xor  was  Wetherstield  witliout  her  own 
special  cause  of  pride  and  ccn-ratulati-.n.  Capt.  Elizur  Goodrich  came 
back  (1  July,  174G)  as  a  Lieut.  Colonel;  the  company  which  he  had 
taken  out  was  one  of  the  eight  forming  the  Sixth  Conn.  liegt— all  vulun- 
teers.  Xames  of  others  from  Xewin-ton  who  served  as  jjrivatcs  in 
this  expedition  will  he  found  in  the  Xcwington  (XIX)  Chapter. 
Rector  Ei.ksiia  Wilt.ia.m.s  (Xcwington)  and  Jonathan  Trumhull  (the 
"Uncle  Jonathan'  of  the  suhsequent  Revolutionary  period)  were  the 
Colony's  agents  at  Boston,  for  procuring  supplies  of  war.  The  General 
Assembly  appointed  the  former  to  he  chaplain  of  the  Connecticut  troops, 
and  he  served  a  while  as  such ;  but  the  Rev.  Simon  Rackus,  of  Xcwing- 
ton, after  a  time,  went  in  his  stead  and  died  in  service  at  Louisburg, 
March  in,  1TG5. 

In  the  summer  of  174-5,  the  Connecticut  contingent  was  increased 
by  the  addition  of  five  companies  of  100  men  each,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  went  to  the  front. 

Campaujn  of  HUG.  Among  the  projected  enterprises  of  this  year 
was  a  een'eral  invasion  of  Canada,  for  wliich  undertaking,  a  force  of 
GOO  niL-u  sva«  enlisted  in  ]\[ay,  to  l)e  under  command  of  (Rector) 
Elisha  WiLLiAiis,  whom  from  being  chaplain,  had  become  colonel 
In  June,  the  number  was  increased  to  1,000,  and  their  departure  for 
the  St.  Lawrence  was  contingent  upon  the  arrival  of  a  co-operating 
fleet  and  anny  from  England.  The  latter  did  not  come,  and  the  pro- 
ject was  ultimately  abandoned.  Capt.  ^Mahtix  Kkli.oog,  of  Wethers- 
field,  from  his  intimate  acquaintance  not  only  with  the  navigation  of 
that  river,  but  with  language  of  the  Indians  of  that  region,  had  been 
engaged,  in  .Tunc,  as  the  pilot  of  the  expected  British  fleet.  Though  the 
recapture  of  Louisburg  was  planned  by  the  Erench,  and  though  the 
Xew  England  Colonies  proposed  a  plan  for  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
which  was  not  seconded  by  the  :Mother  Country — the  years  174:7  and 
1748,  were  passed  by  l)Oth  sides  in  '"a  masterly  inactivity" — termin- 
ated in  October,  of  the  latter  year,  by  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

In  October,  174S,  Ror.EKX  Wklt.es  (son  of  Lieut.  Robert,  deceased) 
was  made  captain  of  the  Xcwington  company,  now  the  10th  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment.  In  October,  1740,  Josiaii  Griswold  (son  of  Jacob) 
was  made  "captain  of  the  troop  of  horse,"  in  the  same  regiment.  At  the 
same  time,  Sami-ki,  Tai.cott,  as  Lieut.  Col.,  was  allowed  £400  for 
his  services  in  the  Cape  Breton  expedition,  and  several  .•banges  were 
made  in  the  company  organization. 

In  :May,  1751,  Capt.  Martin  Kkllocjo,  of  Wethersfield,  was  sent,  as 
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the  Colony's  afroiit,  to  Ilondriok,  Chief  of  the  ^lohawks,  to  siippN 
them  with  clothing,  as  an  induccniont  to  their  continning  friendly 
with  the  Xcw  Plnghiud  ('dunies.  Xearly  firty  years  LefDre  this,  he 
had  hecn  a  captive  anmng  the  French  and  Indians  in  Canada,  where 
he  had  aecpiinMl  valuable  knowledge  of  their  language  and  character, 
and  tliis  mission  proved  snccessfnl. 

The  Frexcii  War,  17.")4.  French  intrigue  and  violation  of  treaty 
stipulations  soon  brought  on  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  and  by  the  spring 
of  1755,  the  Xorthern  Colonies  were  busy  with  preparations  for  the 
coming  campaign,  in  which  four  expeditions  were  planned,  viz.:  (1) 
against  Fort  Du  Quesnc,  (2)  one  against  Xova  Scotia,  (3)  one  against 
Crown  Point,  and  (4)  one  against  Niagara.  Xew  England  was  to  raise 
5,000  men,  of  wliich  one-tifth  was  to  l)e  supplied  from  Connecticut. 
Col.  (Keetor)  Flisiia  Wim.iams,  of  Wetherstield,  who  had  returned 
from  his  mission  in  Lond(jn,  in  April,  17r)2,  was,  during  17.j4,  active 
at  Boston  as  the  agent  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  procuring  arms 
and  anuntmition  ;  and  as  one  of  ("oiiiiecticut's  three  war  commissioners 
sent  to  Albany,  to  confer  with  the  commissioners  for  the  other  Colonies. 
lie  wouhl  undoubtedly  have  held  a  command  in  the  new  campaign, 
but  for  an  illnc-s  which  befell  'lini  this  year  and  terrainr.ted  his  life  in 
July,  1755.  The  Connecticut  quota  for  this  Crown  Point  expedition 
was  ultimately  raised  to  1,500  to  be  organized  into  two  regiments.  One 
of  these  (the  second)  was  ])lace<l  under  the  command  of  Col.  Elizl'r 
GooDRicir,  of  Wethersfield,  and  three  companies  of  Connecticut  men 
were  authorized  to  vohinteer  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  Colony  of 
New  York.  Jo.siaii  Griswold,  of  Wetherstield,  was  commissioned 
captain  of  one  of  these  companies,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
accepted.  In  August,  two  more  regiments,  of  750  men  each,  were 
ordered  to  be  raised.  In  one  of  these  regiments  (the  third)  some 
Wethersficld  men  did  service,  and  one  at  least,  M.vtthias  Smith,  was 
seriously  wounded.  Another,  Timothy  Axdros,  was  pensioned  for 
disability  incurred  in  this  Crown  Point  campaign.  In  this  third  regi- 
ment, also,  Ebexezer  Griswold  was  a  second  lieutenant,  and  Chris. 
Pa'l:mer,  an  ensigTi.  [In  the  sTubl)ornly  fought  battle  near  Lake  George, 
Sept.  Sth,  1755,  between  an  English  and  Colonial  force  of  2,000  men, 
with  250  Mohawks,  under  command  of  Gen.  Sir  William  Johnson,  and 
2,500  French  and  Indians  under  Gen.  Dickens,  and  which  resulted 
favorably  for  the  English,  Colonel  Ei.izrR  GoonRicii  of  Wetherstield, 
held  a  command,  and  the  position  of  his  men  within  the  lines  of  Fort 
William  Henry,  is  indicated  in  the  very  curious  engraving,  entitled 
A  Prospcdivc  Yicw,  etc.,  by  Samuel  Blodget,  who  claims  to  have  been 
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present  "vicariuiif^ly  at  tlie  rauip  wlu-ro  the  Cattle  was  fouglit."  It  was 
engraved  in  Tjoston,  and  is  rci(rn(hic('(l  in  Vol.  l\',  A.  1  .  Col.  Docs. — 
H.  R.  S.] 

In  Oct(il)cr,l7r>r),  an  additional  thonsaiid  Connecticnt  soldiers  wore 
raised  for  ]\Iaj.  Gen.  Sir  William  Johnson's  command,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing January,  detac-hnients  from  Col.  Whiting's  Connecticut  regiment 
garrisoned  Ft.  Edward;  and  a  little  east  at  Wood  Creek  and  at  All)any, 
about  50  miles  below.  This  campaign  resulted  advantageously  to  the 
English,  as  did  that  to  Xova  Scotia. 

At  this  time  (175"))  some  French  prisoners  from  Xova  Scotia, 
were  quartered  in  Connecticut ;  they  were  apportioned  among  the  towns 
and  Wetherstield's  portion  was  nine.  They  were  placed  in  charge  of 
Nicholas  Avraui.t,  (son  of  Dr.  Nicholas,  a  prominent  citizen  of  the 
town),  Samuel  Ci:i;tis  and  Joskimi  BoAUDjrAX,  and  were  allowed  to 
work  about  the  village;  Col.  Joux  Cukstf.r  employed  some  of  them. 
There  was  one  wouian  and  a  boy  among  the  number;  some,  with  others 
added  later,  remained  in  Wethersfield  f(jr  years. 

War  was  not  formally  declared  against  France  until  ^lay  IS,  1756, 
although  it  had  actually  existed  for  over  a  year.  In  Febnuiry  of  that 
vear,  four  regiments,  aggregating  2,500  n>pn,  were  raised  for  Maj. 
Gen.  Win.  Shirley's  command,  to  operate  at  Crown  Point  and  Iroquois 
Lake.  In  this  campaign,  which  resulted  disastrously  to  the  American 
forces  under  ^laj.  Gen.  Winslow,  of  ^lassachusetts,  several  Wethers- 
field officers  participated,  among  them,  Eliphalet  Wuittelsey,  cap- 
tain of  the  Sixth  Co.,  4th  Regt.,  the  muster  roll  of  which  is  herewith 
presented : 


Dead 

When 

Weeks 

Time  of 

Men's  Names. 

Quality. 

and    Cap- 

Deserte.1 

Dist-harg- 

and  Days 

Inlistment 

tivated. 

ed 

in  Service. 

[175«] 

March  20 

E.  Whittlosy. 

Capt. 

Xov. 

25 

35-0 

Ditto  20 

Edward  Marcy, 

Lieut. 

Sept. 

16 

25-0 

Ditto  26 

Thomas  Foastor  [Foster], 

Liout. 

Sep. 30 

27 

Sept.  fi 

John  Shaw, 

Lieut. 

Xov. 

1 

0-0 

April  1 

Jonathan  Brooks, 

Sep. 

Xov. 

16 

32-6 

April  8 

Mosos  Erlos, 

Ser. 

Xov. 

27 

33-3 

April  9 

Abner  Cortis  [Curtis] 

Sor. 

Xov. 

25 

33-0 

April  2 

Oenialiol  Domini;. 

Ser. 

Sep. 

28 

25-5 

March  ;U 

Josiah  Wright, 

Clark 

Sept. 

28 

20-0 

March  :n 

Hoiiry  Korcam  [Kirkliam], 

Corp. 

Xov. 

25 

34-2 

April  8 

Fryaii  Carpontor, 

Corp. 

Sept. 

?.o 

25-1 

April  2 

Timotiiv  Kiivco, 

Corp. 

Sept. 

28 

25-5 

April  10 

Moris  Mat  how,  (?) 

Corp. 

Sep. 

7 

25-6 

April  1 

fionja.  Wincliit.  [WinchcllV] 

Drum, 

Oct. 

20 

20-0 

April  0 

Amns  I,a\vrancp, 

Private 

Xov. 

25 

,33-3 

April  8 

Joshua  l{amoiit. 

" 

Xov. 

27 

33-3 

March  31 

liillo  lllin. 

[not 

filled 

out.] 

4 

April  1 

Martin  jjronson. 

" 

Oct. 

20 

20-0 

April  15 

Asa  (?)  Harnos, 

" 

Oct. 

18 

26-5 
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Dettil 

^Vllen 

We-ks 

Time  of 
InliHtmeiit. 

Mi-n's  Names. 

Private. 

and    (.'lip- 
tivated. 

Deserted. 

Discli 
ed 

ai-t,' 

mill     Imys 
in  Service. 

[1750] 

May  24 

(litlcim  Panics, 

Private 

Xov. 

2.', 

2(;-i 

April  8 

.loiui  liiiwin. 

" 

Oct.  20 

28-0 

April  -20 

John  IJiijrlic, 

" 

Sejit 

30 

2.".  .'. 

April  « 

David  l!:iiris, 

" 

Nov. 

13 

31   8 

May  I 

.Inhn  licit. 

" 

Nov. 

2.', 

2!)  r. 

May  ii 

Tlioriias  liiirm. 

" 

Nov. 

3 

2.!  5 

May  -27 

Thomas  linlkly. 

•' 

Nov. 

"'.") 

2ii  1 

April  U 

iiackus,  .\c;;roo 

" 

Nov. 

2"> 

.■;2  5 

April  8 

Lc'iiaicl  ( 'ally. 

" 

Oct. 

20 

28  0 

April  "2") 

.loliii  Coliiiis, 

" 

Oct. 

20 

25  4 

April  1 

Aimer  Curtis,  .Jr., 

" 

Oct. 

31 

30-4 

A|)ril  :tO 

.lames  Colnini, 

" 

Oct. 

18 

24-4 

May  -22 

William  (lark. 

" 

Oct. 

31 

23  2 

May  -l-.i 

Samuel  Colteii, 

" 

Xov. 

2.") 

20-5 

March  30 

.(allies  ( 'iirtis, 

[not 

filled 

out.l 

4 

April  8 

Al.ram  Dayiey, 

Oct. 

10 

20  4 

April  .! 

Daiiiiil  ( laiiu's. 

[not     tilled 

out.l 

May  17 

William  ll|art/J, 

[not    lilled 

out.] 

April  10 

.lolm  Hyde. 

" 

June  3 

4-0 

March  ;}0 

[N'aiiK'  forii  oiri. 

" 

Oct. 

18 

29  0 

April  8 

William  .lohiisoii. 

"       Sep.  30 

2.V1 

April  •') 

Uicliard  Killiorn, 

" 

Nov. 

13 

31   (J 

May  -27 

Klieii.  lvill.o[urii-:']                       1 

Nov. 

2.-) 

20-1 

April  8 

Ephriam  l.oyoii   |  Lyoii?],         1         " 

Nov. 

27 

33-3 

May  5 

Nathan  l.oyoii  [Lyon?], 

Nov. 

27 

29-4 

March  30 

.loliii  Latteiiiore, 

" 

Oct. 

27 

.•!()-2 

April  13 

Anys  Mirsv, 

" 

Sep. 

30 

24  3 

April  1-2 

.|->h:i   \'ee!:a'l, 

Oct.  4 

25   1 

May  11 

Uolicrt  Maitiii, 

" 

Oct. 

18 

23  0 

April  5 

.lames  .Martin, 

" 

Oct. 

20 

28  3 

April  '> 

Kol.ert  .Martin,  .Ir.,                   !          " 

Nov. 

ir> 

33  4 

May  27 

William  Xiitf, 

Nov. 

2.'. 

2(i   1 

April  11 

K))eiK'Z''a  I'liiidcl,                                *' 

Oct. 

20 

27  4 

April  13 

John  Pooleii, 

Oct. 

20 

27  2 

Mays 

Isaac  Tarsons,                                      "        Sep.  11 

18  0 

April  3 

Kzrah  I'riiidel,                                      " 

Nov. 

2.-. 

33  0 

April  10 

Elisha  I'arker, 

Nov. 

25 

32  6 

May  10 

James  I'arker,                                     " 

Nov. 

27 

28  0 

April  6 

Stephen  Quccod,  (?)                           " 

Nov. 

12 

31-4 

March  27 

Wilson   IJoiillcsoii 
[Koulandson] 

Nov. 

12 

24-2 

March  29 

Ronja.  Kattord, 

Oct. 

10 

28  0 

March  31 

Beiija  Smith, 

Nov. 

1(> 

33  0 

April  8 

lohn  Squire, 

Oct. 

20 

28-0 

April  1 

-Moses  Smith, 

Oct.  19 

28-C 

May  27 

Icrshoiii  Smith, 

Oct. 

18 

25  0 

May  22 

David  Spencer, 

Oct. 

18 

22-3 

April  8 

l']l)(>n  Saiiford, 

Oct. 

20 

28-0 

March  30 

Sockhe^'an,  (Incl?) 

Nov. 

25 

34-3 

April  8 

Joseph  Sharpc, 

Sep. 

30 

25  1 

April  8 

lohn  Teese, 

Nov. 

27 

33-3 

April  8 

Di<-k  Tripe, 

Nov. 

27 

33-3 

April  8 

Ahi-am  Toyler,  [TylerV] 

"      1 

Oct. 

18 

27-5 

April  2 

Uicliard  foroway, 

July  23 

4-0 

March  30 

lonatliaii  Wrii^ht, 

1 

Nov. 

25 

34-3 

April  28 

h'raiicis  Whittmore, 

.1      1 

Nov. 

25 

30-2 

March  29 

loiiat han  Webb, 

Nov. 

3 

31-3 

April  3 

Klv  \Vlia|)les, 

Nov. 

25 

33-r. 

March  31 

Calib  Woolcot, 

Sept. 

28 

20  0 

April  8        j 

Mo.ses  Whitney, 

"       May  8 

4-3 

May  19 

Isaac  SniieemoM,                         (          "        j 

Nov. 

27 

27-4 
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[Enclosed]      '*De<liiet  Al)r;iham   Dayly's  -wages,  uho  was  appointed 
to  attend  a  sick  soklier  y'  dyed  oO  Sep'',  <i:  Dayley  therein  came  home 
without  any  known  permission.      Ilis  wages  is  £9-7-  Abraham  Tyler 
conducted  after  y^  same  manner,  whose  wages  due  is  9-7-S." 
"Hartford,  S.  S.,  January  14,  1757. 

"Capt.  PZliphakt  "Wliittk'say,  within  mentioned,  pers<inally  appeared 
and  made  solenm  oath  that  the  various  enterics,  matters  and  things 
entered,  speeitied  and  contained  in  y"^  foregoing  li:  Avithin  written  !Mus- 
ter  Roll,  are  all  true  k  just.    Hartford,  17  Jan'j,  1757. 

Coravi,  John  Ledyard,  Just.   Paces." 
[Copied  from  the  original  by  me,  Jruie  5th,  1890. — S.  W.  Adams.] 

In  the  Campaign  of  1757,  which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Fort 
William  Henry  to  ^Montcalm's  forces,  Capt.  Wiiittelsf.y  had  the  com- 
mand of  a  picked  comj)any  of  100  men  ;  the  Connecticut  forces  being  one 
regiment  of  1,400  men,  selected  out  of  the  different  regiments.  Gen. 
Webb,  the  British  Commander-in-Chief,  was  responsible  for  the  failure 
of  the  expedition.  Israel  Putnam  was  at  this  time  captain  of  a  Con- 
necticut company. 

"A  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Eliphalct  Whittlesey's  Company,  in  General 
Ljmar.'s  Regiment,  for  the  year  1757 :" 


Time  of 
Inlistment. 

Men's  Names. 

Quality.        Dead. 

Deserted. 

Discharg- 
ed. 

Weeks 
and  Iiays 
in  Service. 

[1757] 

Feb.  23d 

Eliphalet  Whittelsey, 

Capt. 

Dec.      1 

40 -.3 

March  8 

Timothy  Hcrliliy, 

1st  Lt.  ! 

1 

38-2 

Feb.  23 

Xifhohis  Xk'liols, 

2d  Lt. 

5 

41 

" 

John  Suniiu'r, 

Ens. 

"      10 

41-5 

March  4 

.lonatlian  l!i-ooks, 

Se.i;t. 

1 

30 

»    12 

Epa|)hra.s  Xott, 

" 

1 

37-6 

"    10 

Francis  Holli.stor, 

" 

1 

38-1 

"    25 

Jonathan  Johnson, 

" 

Nov.    20 

34-3 

"       1 

Josiali  Wriirlit, 

Clerk     i 

Dec.      1 

39-3 

"     14 

Hill  Hollistor. 

Corpl. 

1 

37-3 

"    26 

Moses  Boarclinan, 

" 

Nov.    15 

33-4 

"      8 

Timothy  lirooks, 

" 

"       10 

35-2 

April  2 

Peter  IJutlor. 

" 

Dec.    10 

3ti-l 

"      2 

Xoadiah  Heart, 

Dnim'r 

Aug.    30 

21-4 

March  27 

Ohediali  Allen. 

Priv. 

Sept.  11 

24-1 

5 

Thomas  .\utlionv. 

" 

Dec.      2 

39 

"      15 

Charles  Harriett, 

" 

Nov.    11 

34-3 

"      28 

John  Heeklev, 

" 

"      24 

34-4 

"      28 

Silas  Heeklev. 

" 

Nov.    11 

32-5 

"      20 

Elisha  Heidi M£r, 

" 

"      11 

33-6 

"      29 

Samiiet  Bowers, 

" 

Oct.      2 

2C)-0 

"      30 

Nathan  Hrooks, 

" 

"      10 

32-2 

8 

Thomas  Itnekley, 

" 

June    10 

13-3 

9 

John  Hiiekiey, 

" 

Doc.      1 

38-2 

1 

Thomas  Huiin, 

Nov.    28 

38-4 
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Time  of 
InlisCinent. 

Men's  Names. 

Quality. 

Dead. 

Deserted. 

DischaPK- 
ed. 

Wfek.s 
ftiid  Duys 
ill  Service. 

[17,171 

1 

WilliuM.  Clark, 

" 

" 

11 

.lis   4 

"        5 

Diin'u'l  {'line. 

" 

Dec. 

1 

■M  (t 

"      14 

Xoali  Coles. 

" 

Sept. 

1( 

26  4 

"      31 

.Moses  Dickinson, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

32  2 

"      29 

IJenoni  |).\V,.,.lf. 

" 

Doc. 

2 

:;.-)  4 

"      28 

Stephen  DeWoolf, 

Nov. 

lii 

33-3 

7 

Aniitrose  K;;-elst(ine, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

38  3 

"        5 

John  l''oster, 

" 

Nov. 

10 

3.-,  0 

"      31 

Joseph  l'"ox. 

" 

Dec. 

2 

;!r)-2 

"      28 

lienjaiiiin  (ialpen, 

•' 

" 

■: 

3.".  ,-, 

"       20 

John  (!oir. 

" 

" 

i 

3.-,-  6 

Apr.  8 

Caleb  Condi-i.-h, 

" 

" 

1 

34 

Mar.  28 

John  Hadlock, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

32  .J 

"     16 

Jothani  Hall. 

" 

4 

"      9 

Jo.so|)h  I  la  iris. 

" 

Dec. 

1 

38-1 

"    28 

John  ilait. 

" 

May    22 

" 

1 

3.-)-  i 

"     30 

Daniel  Hill,  Jnn'r 

" 

Nov. 

11 

32-3 

"     14 

Aaron  Hininan, 

" 

Dec. 

2 

37  4 

"      8 

John  Ho1mi1)S, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

3r>  3 

*•    14 

Martin  Hooker, 

" 

June    10 

12-4 

"    24 

Thomas  Homer. 

" 

Nov.    13 

33  4 

"    28 

Samnel  Ihibliard, 

" 

Nov. 

2} 

34-4 

"    28 

Roswell  Hnlihard, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

;!.->-4 

"      7 

Jonathan  Hubbard, 

" 

" 

'2 

38-4 

"      9 

John  .Jacobs, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

3.-,-;j 

Apr.  7 

Davi'--  Johnson, 

" 

Xov. 

V, 

31-0 

Map.  9 

Joli"  l\eeMland.[Knoclaiid?] 

" 

Oc. 

18 

32 

"  14 

Timothy  l.ankton, 

" 

Nov. 

20 

.35  0 

"  28 

Peter  L;itch, 

"• 

Nov. 

20 

34 

"    4 

John  Lattimer, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

39 

Apr.  5 

Dani(d  Lewis, 

" 

Dec 

2 

34-4 

"    1 

Kobert  Lindsey, 

" 

" 

1 

3.-. 

Feb. 28 

John  l/mdsev. 

" 

Nov. 

11 

30-G 

Mar.  20 

David  i.indsey. 

" 

Dec. 

1 

3.->-6 

Feb.  28 

Lot  Loweland, 

" 

Sept. 

1 

26-5 

"     28 

Andrew  Lusk, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

39-5 

Mar.  28 

Thomas  .McCleane, 

" 

Oct. 

18 

29-2 

"     28 

Timothy  .^rcl<;eou;,-ll, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

35-4 

Apr.  7 

James  .Mattocks, 

" 

" 

10 

35-3 

Mar.  9 

John  .Meeker, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

35-3 

"  23 

Lewis  Mears, 

" 

Sept.     6 

24 

"  20 

Charles  15.  Miller, 

" 

Aug.      6 

20 

Apr.  7 

Noah  Moss, 

" 

4 

Mar.  8 

James  .Mni-|ilu'y, 

" 

Dec. 

2 

.38-3 

"     8 

William  Xott 

" 

Apr.    18 

Nov. 

24 

37-2 

Apr.  4 

John  Rany  [Hannoy] 

" 

" 

10 

31-4 

Mar.  28 

Steplu'ii  Kanney, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

.35-4 

"      9 

Jonathan  l{obl)ins. 

" 

Nov. 

24 

37-2 

"      8 

John  Holihins, 

" 

" 

11 

3.5-3 

"      1 

William  Konlandson. 

" 

Apr.    27 

4 

"    26 

Moses  Scott, 

" 

Dec. 

2 

3(i 

"     15 

Ephraim  Shayler, 

" 

" 

5 

37-6 

"      8 

Samuel  Shilling;, 

" 

Nov. 

11 

35-3 

Apr.  4 

James  Simons, 

" 

Dec. 

3 

34-6 

"     9 

Timothy  Steilman, 

" 

\ug. 

14 

18  2 

Mar.  7 

(iiles  Stow, 

" 

4 

"    8 

Simeon  Stow, 

" 

Dec. 

1 

38-2 

Feb. 28 

Isaac  Stratton, 

" 

Aug.    17 

" 

1 

39-5 

Mar.  26 

John  Treat, 

" 

" 

8 

36-6 

•    "     23 

Thomas  Turner, 

Aug. 

9 

20 
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Time  of 
Enlistment. 


[1757] 


Feb. 
Mar. 


Apr. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

Mar. 


Mar. 


Men's  Names. 


And  row  Wa  nior, 

.Idscpli  Waros.  [Wcari'sV] 
.loliii  Waslihoii  [Waslibiirii] 
Davkl  Way, 
Samuel  Wells. 
.James  Welsh, 
David  West, 
Aaron  Wi'st, 
Wait  Wlia|)les, 
Nathan  Whittelsey, 
Samuel  Williaiiis, 
Jonathan  \Vri;;lit, 
Daniel  Wrii^ht, 
Henry  Hailing, 


Quality. 


Nov.    1-2 


Nov.    10 
Sept.  17 


Deserted.  I  Disohar?-'  anaXays 
I  in  Sen  ice. 


Nov, 

10 

:y.)'-2 

Dec. 

•> 

40- -2 

" 

I' 

:55-4 

Nov. 

11 

30-.-) 

10 

35-2 

Dec. 

1 

34-0 
20-4 
20-4 

Dec. 

3 

:;;j-o 

" 

1 

S.j-O 

" 

1 

39-3 

Sept. 

1 

24 

Nov. 

11 

10-3 

"Hartford,  SS.,  22d,  Dec,  1755. 

Capt.  Eliphalet  Whittelsey  pc-rsonally  appeared,  and  made  Soleum 
oath  that  y^  matters  and  things  entered,  si)ccitied  and  charged  iu  the 
within  :Muster  Eoll,  are  all  justly  and  trucly  entered  and  charged. 

Jurat  Goran,  John  Ledyard,  Jit^t.  Pacis." 

[Copied  from  the  original  May  31,  1S90,  by  me.  The  amount  of 
Pay  due  each,  was  omitted.  Also  the  names  of  the  55  men  who  drew 
the  King  s  Provisions,  on  the  way  home. — Sherman  W.  Adams.] 

In  the  Campaign  of  17oS,  the  Colonics  renewed  their  efforts  for  con- 
quest, with  increased  vigor.  Four  regiments,  of  twelve  companies 
each,  making  5,000  soldiers  in  all,  under  command  of  Gen.  Phineas 
Lyman,  of  Suifield,  were  ordered  to  the  front.  Fort  Edwards  was  the 
nearest  base  of  operations,  and  the  immense  works  at  Ticonderoga  the 
objective  point.     Wethcrsfield  bore  its  part  in  this  campaig-n. 

One  of  her  citizens,  Josiaii  Griswold,  was  Major  of  the  First 
regiment;  another,  Elumialet  Whittelsey,  was  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany in  the  same  regiment;  Lieut.  Hkz.  Smith  and  Ens.  Josiah 
Wkigiit  were  there.  Ticonderoga  was  not  gained;  but  fort  Frontenac, 
with  its  00  cannon,  together  with  nine  armed  vessels,  fell  into  our 
hands. 
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Kanies. 

When 
Enlisted. 

Wlu-n 
Disohargfd. 

Weeks  nnd 
Dn.vs  o( 
Servife 

I'ay,  etc. 

[175- 

■1 

"Wapes." 

Maj.  Josiah  firiNWold, 

Meh. 

10 

Nov. 

ir> 

35-5 

i:80  18 

4     2 

Lieut.  David  Parsnus, 

.\rch. 

■17 

Xov. 

15 

33-3 

3.-!     8 

(i    3 

Lieut.  JiK^l  C'atliii, 

Meh. 

•>j 

Nov. 

i.-> 

33-3 

•.\:\     8 

6    3 

Ens.  xN'atli.  Terry. 

.Mch. 

•27 

Xov. 

i.j 

33  3 

27     5 

0    0 

S[erg:]  Joiiatiiau  IJobliius, 

Mav 

1 

Xov. 

1.". 

28  3 

14     4 

3 

"       Josf'iili  Parsons, 

Apr. 

:5 

.Vov. 

1.J 

32-3 

16     4 

3 

"       John  French, 

.Mav 

■H\ 

Sept. 

•2() 

17  5 

8  17 

1     2 

"      Nath'l  Colly,  [?] 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

1.". 

30 

15     0 

0    0 

"       Thomas  Caidor, 

Mav 

:? 

Xov. 

15 

•2S-1 

14     1 

5    0 

Dr'mer  Kphraiiu  (loodrich. 

.\pr. 

•21) 

Xov. 

15 

•20-1 

13  16 

10     1 

C[orp.]  Tliouias  Altby, 

Mav 

-■} 

Xov. 

•)•> 

2(5 

12     7 

0 

"       Sam  Woleott, 

Apr. 

'!') 

Xov. 

lr> 

•20-2 

13  18 

2     2 

"       Henry  Chandler, 

Aj.r. 

v.\ 

Xov. 

15 

31 

It   14 

6 

"       Peter  Demminj^, 

Mav 

rut 

Xov. 

15 

24-2 

11    10 

8     2 

Priv.  Jonath.  Terry, 

Apr. 

13 

Oct. 

12 

•2(i-l 

11   15 

3     2 

"     Abial  Biish, 

Apr. 

13 

Sept. 

G 

21 

0     0 
[Died  Sep 

0 
.  othl 

"     Eljenezer  Spencer, 

June 

5 

Xov. 

•>■> 

24-3 

10  10 

10     2 

"     Silus  Kilbe.  (V) 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13   10 

0     6 

"     [Stephjen  I'eus, 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13   10 

0     0 

"     Chas.  Purkinss, 

Apr. 

4 

Xov. 

15 

32  2 

14    10 

7     0 

"     Lsaac  Boutlie,  [Bootli?] 

Ai>r. 

4 

Oct. 

20 

•2S-4 

12  17 

•> 

"     John  Couihs, 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13  10 

0   0 

"     Abner  Cloihet,  [ClodEret?] 

A|>r. 

4 

Xov. 

15 

.'52  2 

14  10 

7 

"    James  Symmus, 

Mav 

2,-) 

Xov. 

15 

•).-; 

11     5 

0 

"     Xatiri  Parsons, 

Apr. 

4 

Xov. 

15 

32-2 

14  10 

7 

"    Eklad  PlR'lps. 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13   10 

"    Josiah  Wright, 

May 

2(5 

Xov. 

11 

•24-2 

10  18 

7 

[Died  Xov.  Ill 

"     Xopman  Green, 

Apr. 

24 

Xov. 

15 

20-3 

13     4 

10   2 

"     Timothy   I'eas, 

Mav 

2<} 

Xov. 

15 

■24-6 

11     3 

0 

"     Ben.  Furman, 

Mav 

21} 

Aug. 

25 

13-1 

5  18 

3   2 

"     Joel  Peas, 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13  10 

0 

"     Ruben  Pinkins, 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13  10 

0 

"    Jesse  Sexton, 

Apr. 

5 

Xov. 

15 

.'52 -1 

14     0 

3   2 

"     Helmer  Terry, 

Apr. 

13 

Xov. 

15 

31 

1.1     0 

"    Judah  Benedict, 

Apr. 

^3 

Xov. 

15 

32  -3 

14   11 

10   2 

"    Stephen  Mercomb,  (?) 

May 

Xov. 

15 

24  -5 

11     2 

5   2 

"    Jonath.  Parsons, 

Apr. 

'3 

Xov. 

15 

32-3 

14  11 

10   2 

"    Jesse  Peas, 

Apr. 

22 

Xov. 

15 

•20  5 

13     7 

5   2 

"     Obediah  Holebard,  [Hiirlburt j 

Apr. 

4 

Xov. 

15 

32-2 

14  10 

7   0 

"     Charles  Hart  let. 

May 

30 

Xov. 

15 

24-2 

10  18 

7   0 

"     Benjamin  Kol)l)ison, 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

15 

30 

13  10 

0 

"     James  Hopkins, 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

22 

31 

13  10 

0   0 

"     Daniel  H.iie, 

Apr. 

5 

Xov. 

i.i 

32-1 

14     0 

32  4 

"     David  Dunham 

Apr. 

3 

Xov. 

15 

32-3 

14  11 

10  2  4 

"     Richard  French, 

Mnv 

« 

Sept. 

18 

10-3 

8  14 

10  2  4 

"     Thomas  Terry, 

Mav 

2(5 

Aiifj. 

6 

10-3 

4  13 

10  2  4 

"     Seth  Smith, 

M.ay 

17 

Xov. 

15 

26-1 

11  15 

3  2  4 

"     Sam'l  Lyman, 

June 

1 

Xov.' 

10 

23-2 

10     0 

7 

"     Edward  Foster, 

June 

1 

Xov. 

15 

24 

10  16 

0 

"     Ezra  Beldiii;:, 

June 

1 

Oct. 

10 

l«-6 

8     0 

0 

"     Asahel  Manroas,  [Maurice?] 

June 

•) 

Xo%-. 

15 

■     23-6 

10  14 

0 

"     Sam"!  Katon, 

Apr. 

i-i 

Xov. 

15 

31 

13  10 

0 

"     Jacol)  Terry, 

Mav 

2(i 

Xov. 

15 

24-6 

11     3 

0 

"    Sam'l  Bartholeniue, 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

15 

30 

13  10 

"     Jacob  Tvier, 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

10 

20-2 

13     3 

7 

"     Job  AifonI, 

Apr. 

20 

Xov. 

15 

30  ' 

13  10 
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Names. 

When 
Enlistcl. 

When 
UischurKed. 

Days  and 
Weeks, ,f 
Serviee. 

Pay,  etc 

(1757 

) 

"Wa-es." 

Priv.  Daniel  .MessetiictT, 

Af)r. 

■20 

Nov.      -22 

:il 

i:t  1!) 

"     Davul  UarthoUMiiuc, 

Apr. 

2(1 

Nov.       15 

;t() 

l.t   10 

"     Clu'stPr  WVlls, 

.Mav 

■>'■> 

Nov.       15 

24  :{ 

10   1!)   10  2  1 

"    John  Francis, 

May 

•J!) 

Sept.      22 

10  5 

7   10     5  2  4 

[Died  Sept.  22] 

"     Francis  HanituT, 

Mav 

■M 

Nov.       15 

21  2 

10   l.S     7 

"     Win.  KIswortli, 

Mav 

1 

Nov.       15 

•2S  :! 

12  15  10  2  4 

"     Moses  Colo, 

Mav 

■H) 

l)e<-.        17 

■20-:! 

1:!     4   10  2  4 

"     Peter  I'eas, 

May 

;!() 

Nov.       15 

24-2 

10  18     7 

"     Zephauiali  Hatcli, 

May 

;t() 

Nov.       15 

212 

10  18     7 

"     Jos(>[ih  Akins, 

June 

(i 

Nov.       15 

•2:!  2 

10     0     7 

"     Josiali  Ivoyce, 

JlillC 

8 

Nov.       15 

2:1 

10     7 

"     Joseph  Hhiko, 

Juno 

0 

Nov.       15 

2:J  2 

10     0     7 

"     Joseph  HaycU^n, 

June 

« 

Nov.       15 

2:1 

10     7 

"    Jcremiali  ti-voii. 

June 

7 

Si'pt.      10 

1:1  8 

C,     :\     5  2  1 

"     Al>i.jah  (ielli't,  [dillette] 

June 

s 

Nov.       12 

22  4 

10    ;{    2 

"     Nathan  Teas, 

.A|)r. 

1:1 

Nov.       15 

;u 

1:5  1!)    0 

"     Stephen  Chandler. 

May 

■in 

Nov.      15 

•24  0 

11    :{    0 

"     Ezekeil  I'lyer, 

June 

f) 

All-.        t) 

8-« 

a  11)    9 

"     John  l{niuvill. 

May 

•J(i 

Nov.       15 

24-0 

11     :t    n 

"     iVeiieuiiah  Uuinrill, 

Apr. 

I 

Nov.       15 

:t2-2 

11  10    7 

"     Noah  Pai'sons, 

Apr. 

l:t 

Nov.       15 

;!0 

i:(  19    0 

"     James  Clarke, 

June 

•21 

Nov.       15 

21- 1 

0  10    :?2  4 

"     Daniel  Lnilington, 

June 

10 

Nov.        2 

20  0 

9     7     0 

"     Earle  Wri-ht, 

June 

17 

Nov.       15 

21  0 

9  15     5  2  1 

"     Thomas  Dibhle, 

May 

•20 

Aug.      -20 

i2-;j 

5   11    10  2  4 
[Uieil  Aug.  20) 

"     Sam'l  Wesson, 

Apr. 

•20 

Never  joyned 

4 

1    10     0 

"     Wai.  Tilly, 

June 

•20 

N'ever  joyned 

4 

1    10     0 

£1101  02  111  4 

(Endorsed)     "Hartford,  SS.,  January  lath,  1759. 

"Major  Josiali  Griswold  porsoiially  appeared  &  made  oath  the  sev- 
eral entries  &  charges  made  in  this  Pay  Itoll  are  all  justly  and  truely 
made. 

Before  me,  John  Chester,  Ass." 

"^N".  B. — The  ^lajor  testities  y'  Elien""  KSpmcer  li.sted  5  April,  but 
by  mistake  is  entered  5  June,  makes  an  error  of  2  months,  5  days,  comes 
to  to  78/3,  Avhich  is  drawn  for  ^larch  15,  1759." 

"Major  Josiah  Griswold's  Pay  Poll,  17:)S,  Copy"  p^  J.  C.        Xo.  3." 


"Chester  Wells,  Private 

Jno.  Francis,  died  Do. 

Nath'  Terry,  Corp'. 

Benj"  (  0  Hale." 
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"A  Muster  Hole  of  Capt.   Eliphalet  Whittelsey's  Company,   Anno 
Dom.,  1758." 


. 

Dead 

DeserttMl 

Dist-lifl 
e<l 

Wet-ks 

Time  or 
Inlistinent. 

Men's    Namt*. 

and    Cap- 
tivated. 

and  never 
Joyned. 

re- 

and    Days 
in  Service. 

(1758) 

March 

•27 

Capt.  Klip't  Whittcls(>y, 

Nov. 

15 

33  3 

March 

'11 

Lieut.  David  Iliililjard, 

Nov. 

10 

32-5 

March 

•27 

liiciit.  Oliver  I'oiiifey, 

Nov. 

10 

33-4 

March 

•11 

Kiis'ii  .losiah  \ViM<;lit, 

Nov. 

15 

.•!3  3 

Apl 

« 

Sar;;'t  Saiu'l  (iridlev, 

N^ov. 

15 

;>■> 

Apl 

1 

S-AV'^t  Stephen    Wllite, 

Sept. 

.•50 

2(1    1 

Apl 

6 

Sar-'t  Saiii'l  Smith. 

Sept.    13 

23 

Apl 

10 

Sar^^^'t  lienjaiiiiii  Wiiicliil, 

Nov. 

15 

:U  3 

Apl 

3 

(Clui-k)  Asiil.il  Koukei-, 

X'ov. 

15 

32  3 

Apl 

6 

Dr'iii  Xoadiali  Hart. 

Never 
Joyn'cl 

4 

May 

2!) 

Dr'in  Aliil  Aiidrus, 

Nov. 

15 

24-3 

Apl 

10 

Corp'l  William  .Voft, 

Nov. 

15 

31  3 

Apl 

3 

C'oi'l)'!  (J idea n  Post. 

N^ov. 

15 

32-3 

Apl 

6 

Cor[>"l  Sre|)|ieii  Kiley. 

Nov. 

15 

32 

Apl 

14 

t'orp'i  Saiii'l  t'oltoii. 

X'ov. 

15 

;'.2  (i 

Apl 

10 

Private  Camp  Addaiiis. 

Nov.* 

15 

31  3 

Apl 

18 

"       Sani'l  Andrus, 

Sept. 

20 

•23-4 

May 

13 

"       t'harles  Aliri), 

Nov. 

15 

•20-5 

June 

0 

"        J.-seph  Mates, 

Nov. 

15 

22-0 

ir..y 

o 

Wi!iia;n  liartnn, 

Sept. 

20 

•20-5 

Apl 

ij 

"       William  IJlinri, 

Aug.    22 

20 

Apl 

13 

"       David  iiliiiii, 

X'ov. 

15 

31 

Apl 

10 

"       IXdi veraiiee  iJlinii. 

Sept.  24 

25 

June 

4 

"       Elieiiezer  l!linii, 

Nov. 

15 

•23-4 

May 

4 

"       John  Itiiardtiiaii, 

Oct. 

21 

24  -3 

Apl 

3 

Daniel  Hrewei', 

Nov. 

3 

30-5 

June 

9 

"       Tifiiothy  llrowii. 

Nov. 

15 

22 -f. 

Apl 

3 

"       Daniel  Urewer  .lu'r. 

Nov. 

15 

32-3 

June 

13 

"       Xoadiali   IJroiison, 

Nov. 

15 

22-2 

May 

■) 

"       E<l\vai(l  Hiilkly, 

X'^ov. 

15 

•28--2 

Apl 

17 

"        Eliphalet  Case. 

Oct.     15 

20 

May 

31 

"       Josi'pli  Cliaiidler. 

Nov. 

15 

•24-1 

Apl 

C 

"       Oliver  Cliaiineey, 

Oct. 

31 

•29-6 

Apl 

8 

"       John  Church  .lur, 

T)ec. 

7 

34  tl 

Apl 

13 

"       Jonathan  Collins. 

Nov. 

7 

29-0 

Apl 

13 

David  Collins, 

Nov. 

7 

•29  6 

June 

lo 

"       Moses  Dix, 

Xov. 

15 

22 

May 

4 

"        Fraiu'i?-:  Deiiiiui;-. 

Nov. 

15 

2S 

Apl 

3 

"        Xath'll  Dewey, 

Ileirs.dd 

Xov. 

15 

;;•)  _;> 

Apl 

7 

'•       JIathew   DunliUMi, 

Oct.  (tor 

n  olT.) 

(Some  12  or    13    names   are    niissinj; 

hei-e,the 

Hheet  in 

foldinjr. 

had been 

broken  into  10  sections,  out;  of  which 

(proliabl 

y  dropp 

ed     out) 

JH      lost. 

S.   W.    ADAMS.) 

June 

lo 

"       Elisha  Latimer, 

X'ov. 

15 

22 

Apl 

3 

John  Lord, 

Xov. 

15 

•{•2-3 

Apl 

7 

"       Jonathan   Loveland, 

X'ov. 

15 

31-0 

Apl 

2 

"       Andrew  Lnsk, 

Nov. 

15 

32-4 

June 

10 

"       Lot  Loveland, 

Desert'd 

4 

June 

l.-j 

"       Joseph  Mark, 

Sept.     ."> 

11-6 

May 

3 

"       Jos<"|)h   -Miller, 

Xov. 

IB 

28-1 

Apl 

7 

"       James   Mnrpliv. 

X'ov. 

18 

32-2 

Apl 

10 

"       ThoK.  Mai;it.  |'My-;att?] 

Xov. 

15 

31-3 

Apl 

20 

"       Atuho,  Xef^ro, 

Xov. 

7 

28-6 

Apl 

11 

"       Dando,  Xi-f^ro,  (TanoV) 

Aug.    12 

17-5 
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Time  of 
Inlistment. 


Men's  Nanien. 


Dead        De*'rlt-<l 
and    Cap-  and  Nt-v.-i 
tivated,       Juyiifd. 


l"'-'Y''K-:,ind*lm}, 
ill  Servit'e. 


(1758) 

Apl  21  .  "  Daniel  Noopush,  (Itid) 

May  31  "  Kliiathaii  Xortli, 

Apl  3  "  Ja:iz;mi:ili  I'ost, 

Apl  14  "  John  Hilcy. 

Apl  7  "  Jacol)  liiU'V, 

Apl  14  "  Jeliiel  Koh'hins. 

May  13  "  Jo.  IJol.hiiis, 

Juno  9  "  James  Hockwill 

May  29  "  Job  Koot. 

May  29  "  Sol  man  Swag, 

Apl  3  "  Kllhu  Smith, 

June  9  "  John  Smith, 

Apl  1  ,  "  Elisiia  Smitli, 

Apl  6  "  Moses  Smith, 

Apl  29  "  Manns  Smith, 

May  29  "  Elye  Sto<l(laril.                           j 

May  29  "  Isaac  Shatten.                            I 

Apl  3  :  "  Benjamin  Sumner, 

Apl  4  "  Sam'l  S(|uir»', 

Apl  6  "  Tiiiiodiy  Taylor, 

May  30  "  Stephen  Taphow  (Intl) 

June  13  "  Joseph  Tiiarp, 

May  29  "  John  Treet, 

Apl  15  "  Elijah  Trvon, 

Apl  13  "  Eliad  Ti-vnn, 

Apl  6  "  John  Tooley, 

May  28  "  Joseph  Ware, 

June  13  I  "  William  Wai-i-in, 

Apl  3  ■  "  Asael  \Vel)ster, 

Apl  3  "  Pelif,'  Weldin, 

May  4  [  "  Robert  Welles  Ju'r, 

Apl  13  "  Ebenez'r  Welton,  (Weklen?), 

May  4  "  Elye  Whaples. 

May  29  "  Elisha  Wha|)h\s, 

May  29  "  Jacob  White, 

Apl  3  '  "  Lemuel  Whittlesy, 

Apl  13  1  "  Samu'l  Williams, 

May  6  i  "  Justus  Wolcote, 

Apl  24  "  Timothy  Wood, 

May  29  "  Josiah  Wriijht  Ju'r, 

June  16  1  "  John  Young, 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Xov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
July 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Desert'd 


Desert'd 


Desert'd 


xVov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
.Sept, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov.  15, 

Oct.  15| 

Oct.  4; 

Nov.  15' 

Sept.  29' 

Nov.  15| 

Nov.  15, 

Nov.  151 


29  f; 
24  1 
32  :!. 

30  (> 

31  »► 
3(l-« 
2«  5 
22-0 

.')-4 
24-3 
31   3 

4 
32-5 
27-4 
22-0 
24-3 

4 
25-5 
.S2  2 
32 
24-2 
13-2 
17 

30-5 
31 


15 

•>,'5 

15 

32  3 

18 

32-3 

15 

32-3 

15 

28 

20 

24-2 

18 

28 

15 

24-3 

15 

32-3 

15 

32-3 

4 

28 

15 

27-5 

15 

29-3 

15 

24-3 

15 

21-6 

*Sept.  crossed  out. 


"Hartford,  Jan.  7  j"  19'^  1759. 
"Then  personally  appeared  Capt.  Eliphalet  "Wliittelscy,   and  made 
solemn  oath  y^  all  the  several  matters  and  things  specified  and  con- 
tained in  the  within  Cluster  Roll  are  justly  and  truly  charged,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  understanding. 

"Sworn  before  J.  Buckingham,  Jxisf.  Pea." 
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It  may  bo  of  interest  to  some  of  our  rcadc^rs  to  know  the  route  gen- 
erally traveled  by  Conneeticut  soldiers  fnnii  tliis  part  of  the  State,  on 
their  way  to  the  front — a  pretty  well  established  route,  over  which  they 
were  constantly  passinj:;,  siuiily,  iu  little  eouiiJanies,  or  en  //irtsw,  be- 
tween their  homes  and  their  reiiinicntal  eainps,  or  rendezvous — during 
the  whole  period  of  the  "old  Freneh"  wars.  The  diary  of  a  young 
Windsor  man,  in  175.S,  gives  us  (and  is  corroborated  l)y  other  similar 
documents  which  we  have  seen)  a  jm^fty  good  idea  of  this  line  of  travel 
between  Hartford  County  and  J.akes  (jeorge  and  Champlain  in  New 
York  Colony.     This  is  his  itinerary: 

"1758.  The  25th  of  ^lay.  Then  I  Listed  into  his  magesties  Servis. 
June  the  Sth,  I  set  away  from  home  to  Hartford.  The  !)th  Day  I  set 
from  to  Farmintown.       The  10th  Day  I  set  away  from 

there  to  Ilarwintown.  The  11th  Day  I  set  away  from  there  to  Goshan. 
The  12th  Day  I  set  away  from  there  to  Cornwil.  The  13th  Day  I  set 
away  from  there  to  Canaan.  The  14th  Day  I  set  away  from  there 
to  Sheffield.  The  15th  Day  T  set  away  from  there  to  the  Xorth  side  of 
Sheffield.  The  IGth  Day  I  sset  away  from  there  to  Spenstertown 
[Spencertown  N.  Y.]  or  the  Patterrone  [Patroon's]  Lnnd  «^'c  June  the 
17th  Day  I  set  away  from  Spenstertown  to  Canterhook  [Kinder- 
hook,  X.  Y.].  The  ISth  Day  I  set  away  from  there  to  (irenebush.  And 
there  we  jincd  the  Kidgment ;  we  sta*^  til  the  20th  Day,  then  we  set 
away  from  there  to  Half-]\Ioon.  The  27th  Day  we  set  away  from  there 
to  Stilwater.  The  2Sth  Day  we  set  away  from  there  to  Siratoga.  The 
29th  Day  we  set  away  from  there  to  Fort  Edward.  The  30th  Day 
we  set  away  from  there  to  Lake  George, — <S:c." 

In  the  Campaign  of  1750,  Gen.  Lyman's  Connecticut  forces  were 
3, GOO  men.  Its  object  was  the  conquest  of  Canada  and  expeditions 
were  planned  against  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  Xiagara  and  Quebec. 
The  Connecticut  men  in  1759,  were  mainly  in  the  nK^vements  against 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  Among  the  Wethersfield  officers  were: 
Capt.  Whittklsey,  Lieut.  Josiaii  Goohricii  and  Ens.  Rooeu  Riley 
(Stepney)  ;  all  in  the  First  regiment.  The  general  headquarters  were 
at  Fort  Edwards.  Several  Wethersfield  men  were  buried  tliere  in 
June,  1759;  among  them  X.vxn.  Kikkham  and  Sam.  Wright,  both  of 
Xewington.  This  campaign  was  the  most  prosperous  one,  for  the 
English,  in  the  long  contest  known  as  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
Niagara,  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point  and  Quebec  were  won ;  though 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  life  of  the  gallant  and  distinguished  Gen.  Wolfe. 
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"A  ]\[iister  Rolo  nf  tlio  5  Caupany  in  Gen"  Lyman's  Rfg^',  Com- 
niandcd  by  (.'apt.  E.  Wliittel.soy,  1759. 


Tinif  of 
Inlistiiitiit. 


(17.>0) 


March 
March 
March 
March 
All!,'. 
Aiij;. 
March 
i[arch 
Afarch 
March 
Marcli 
Apl 
March 
Apl 
March 
March 
March 
Apl 
Apl 
Apl 
March 
Apl 
March 
March 
March 
March 
Apl 
Apl 
Apl 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 
Apl 
March 
March 
March 
Sfarch 
March 
Apl 

'March 
Apl 
March 
March 
March 
Apl 
March 
March 
Apl 
Apl 
March 
Apl 


("apt.  Klii.hal.'f  \Vhitt<-l.si-v, 
Lt.  David  Hiil.lcinl. 
Lt.  .lo.shih  (iooilrirh, 
ICns'ii  Sti'phcii  WiHcht'l, 
Lt.  .lusi.ili    Siiiitll. 

I'jis'ii  .loiiiitli.in  I'iiiiicv, 
s.T-'r  lifiij.   WiiiclK'l,' 
S.'i-'t  Ashl.rl  Huolc.M', 
S<'i-i,'t  Samiu-I  Wriiiht. 
Scrfi't  (.':il(>l)  (idoili-ich, 
Clcik  Tlios.  Clark, 
Caiit.  Stcphrii  Kilcv, 
t'orp'l  .lns..|,l,  Imix," 
C'orp"!  .lonatliaii  Kiiss, 
Coi-p'l  Daniel  Kldcrlcin, 
Driiiirr  Alx'l  .Aiulriis, 
Dniiu'r  .lames  Keeiiey, 
Kaiiiuel  Andnis.s, 
Miles  Andriiss, 
William  Anili'iiss, 
I'^lislia  Aiidriiss, 
I  .luiiii  ikMtliiij;, 
ii.c)i)r)ei-c  liarrett, 

Al)el  IJronsdii, 
MosoK  Barnes, 
Klisha  ISeldiin;-, 

Hez'li  Hrousoii, 

David  Bliiiii, 

Ilezekiali  Blinn, 

Timothy  Brooks, 

.loliu  Brewer, 

Dan.  Brewer, 

Tlios.  Brewer, 

t'alel)  Beiijamiii, 

William  I5ro\vn, 

James  (lark, 

Jonatliaii  Collins, 

.lolm  Case, 

Matthew  Cadwell, 

Simeon  Cnutcli, 

Mosos  Dickinson, 

Xath'll  Diiey, 

Elozier  Fox, 

.Tamos  Closslee, 

.lolin  Gosslee, 

Isaac  (ioodale, 

Thos.  Hulister, 

.lolin  Holistc^r, 

.[oim  Hiilmes, 

Abraham  Hills, 

Thos.  Hmite, 

K))eMezer  Kilby, 

Thos.  Kill.y. 

Joseph  Keeuey, 

Kohbert  Liiisca, 
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Time  of 
Inlistment. 

Men's  Names. 

Dead 
and  C«i>- 
tivatwl. 

Dischar({ 

Ml 

\Ve.-k8 
an.l    Days 
III  ServiLt. 

(1759) 

March    28 

Rciinoiii  I.omis, 

Dec. 

i:. 

.37  4 

March    28 

Tlios.  Lov<'l.iii(l, 

Dec. 

I.-. 

37  4 

March    28 

.loiiathnii  l-ovi'laiul. 

Jny2.1 

-co 

40-1 

March    28 

KlcziiT  Lovdaiid, 

Dec. 

1.". 

37-4 

March    20 

Litt  l.nvclaiul. 

Oct. 

2s 

■Mi  \ 

March    28 

Samuel  l.aiiil). 

Dec. 

1.-, 

37  4 

March    28 

SamiU'l  Lviiian, 

Dec. 

ir. 

37  4 

March    28 

Tli.vs.  MyV-ate. 

Dee. 

1.') 

37-4 

March    28 

.loscpti  Marvin. 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

March    28 

Daniel  M.-Cloiul, 

Dec. 

1.') 

37-4 

March    29 

Edward  I'litter. 

Dec. 

1.". 

37-3 

Apl         14 

.lehiel  I{.,bl,ins, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

3.V1 

Apl           5 

t'liailes  liilev, 

Dec. 

l.i 

3r)-3 

Apl         26 

Klisha  Kiley, 

Dec. 

V, 

3;!-3 

March    28 

.lonat hail  Steddarrl, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37  4 

March    2!J 

Kli  Stoddai'd, 

Dec. 

!.■) 

.!7-3 

March    28 

Mariiis  Smith, 

Dec. 

10 

30  6 

Apl           2 

Al)rahaMi  Sjiipinaii, 

Doc. 

1.-) 

3U-(i 

March    28 

Meses  Seotr, 

Dec. 

1.-) 

.37-4 

March    28 

.IdIui  Steveiw, 

Dec. 

i:< 

37-4 

March    28 

Klislia  Smith. 

Dec. 

1.-) 

37-4 

March    28 

David  Spai'ks, 

Dec. 

1.-) 

37-4 

March    28 

.los;eph  Simians, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

March    28 

Isaac  Sti'attori, 

Oct. 

28 

30  -.-. 

March    28 

Thos.  Stevens. 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

March    2!t 

lleiiiamiu  Smith, 

Oct. 

20 

30-5 

Apl           1 

John  Sti-atton, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37 

March    28 

Sam'll  Sinlt  h, 

Oct. 

20 

30  G 

March    28 

Joseph  Smith, 

Dec. 

1 

3.-,-4 

Apl         16 

John  Smith, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

34-0 

March    28 

lienjamin  Tui-kor, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

Apl         14 

lienajef  Taylor, 

Oct. 

20 

28-3 

Apl           1 

John  Wiiittelsey, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37 

March    28 

Josiah  \Vri;;lit.  " 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

Apl           1 

Justus   Wooleiitt, 

Dec. 

ir. 

;i7 

Apl           1 

Kli  Whapples, 

Dec. 

l.-> 

37 

Apl           2 

William  Wells. 

Dec. 

1.') 

.36-6 

March    31 

Caleb   Woolcutt, 

Nov. 

21 

:!3-.") 

Apl           2 

Joseph  Watson, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

36-6 

Apl           1 

Sam'll  Williams, 

Xov. 

2t) 

34-2 

March    28 

Asahel  Welster, 

Dec. 

24 

38-C 

March    28 

David  Wiekham, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37  4 

March    28  t  Klilm  Wri-ht, 

Dec. 

15 

37-4 

March    28 

Pele-  Weldon, 

. 

Dec. 

1.-, 

37-4 

March    28 

Joseph  Wear, 

Dec. 

12 

37-1 

March    28 

John  Williams, 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37-4 

March    30 

John  Wiiirht. 

Dec. 

1.-. 

37  -2 

Apl         30 

James  Wriirht, 

Dec. 

IS 

33-2 

March    2n 

Daniel  Xeepaeh,  (Indian) 

Dec. 

10 

m-o 

March    20 

Jo.  Hol.hins, 

Dec.        14 

37-2 

Apl         13 

David  Way, 

Dec. 

10 

34-4 
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(Endorsed)  "Hartford,  7  Fchy.,   17G0. 

"Capt.  Eliphalct  Whirtclscv,  of  the  within  Company,  hereby  Certi- 
fies that,  in  the  same  C(>m[)aiiy  there  was  seven  men  who  served  as 
Serjents,  one  as  Corporal,  one  as  Drummer,  and  Sixty-nine  as  Pri- 
vates, in  a  former  Companie.      .  , 

Elipt.  Whittelsey,  Capt." 

Extra  pay  was  allowed  to  those  wIkj  had  previously  served  in  the 
army. 

"Hartford,  SS.,  7  Feb.,  1700. 

"Capt.  Eliph'  "Whittelsey,  above  mentioned  made  solemn  oath  that  the 
above  Certificate  is  true  k,  that  the  various  entry,  and  charges  made  in 
y*  within  Pay  Ivolc  made  and  done,  are  true  tS:  just, 

Coram  John  Ledyard,  Jus.  Pads." 

The  Campaign  of  17 GO,  commenced  as  far  as  Connecticut  took  part, 
when,  at  its  !March  session,  the  General  Assembly  voted  to  raise  5,000 
men  to  co-operate  in  the  reduction  of  ''Montreal  and  all  other  posts  be- 
longing to  the  French  in  those  i>arts,"  to  be  loraied  into  four  regiments, 
of  twelve  companies  each.  Phineas  Lyman  was  appointed  ^lajor 
General  of  these  forces,  and  Colonel  oi  the  First  Kegiment,  Xathan 
Wliiting  of  the  second,  David  Wooster  of  the  third,  and  Eleazer  Fitch 
of  the  fourth.  The  great  result  of  this  campaign  was  the  capture, 
on  the  Sth  of  September,  by  the  Xew  England  forces  under  General 
Amherst,  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  thus  completing  the  conquest  of 
Canada. 

We  should  be  glad  to  have  the  names  of  those  from  Wethersfield 
proper,  and  from  Stepney  parish,  who  served  in  this  campaign,  but 
only  the  names  of  a  Lieut.  Goodrich  and  an  Ensign  Riley  reward 
our  search.  The  Xewington  soldiers  fare  better,  owing  to  the  partial 
preservation  of  the  muster  rolls  of  5th  Co.  (Xew.)  of  the  1st  Reg't., 
Col.  Phineas  Lyman.  Ei.ipiiai.kt  Whittlesey,  of  Xewington  was 
appointed  Captain  of  this  5th  Co.,  but  its  pay-roll  is  made  out  by 
Capt.  John  Sumner,  originally  First  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Co.  It  is 
probable  that  Capt.  Whittlesey  may  have  been  unable  to  serve,  with 
his  company,  or  may  have  been  invalided  before  the  end  of  the  cam- 
paign.    The  roll  is  as  follows: 
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Pay   Roll   of   Cnpt.   John    iiuitnitr's    Vonipnny    in    (!<n.    Li/man's    Reginunt,    1700. 
Enlisted.       bischargcd. 


John  SuiiiiuT,  C'iipt. 

Match   23, 

Nov. 

28. 

Seth  Kint,',  1st.  Lieut., 

';      28, 

An;,'. 

27. 

Stephfii  W'inclu'll,  2il., 

"       28, 

Sept. 

4. 

( Died. 

David  Andrews,  Lieut. 

Sept.    5, 

Nov. 

28. 

Amos  Tiioiusoii,     •• 

"       18, 

'• 

26. 

Ashbel  Hooker,  Ensn. 

IMarch  28, 

Sept. 

6. 

( Died. 

Ephraitn   Wells,     '• 

Oct.   11, 

Nov. 

29. 

Daniel   Elderkin,  Serg 

•t. 

March  24, 

Sept. 

4. 

Moses  Dickerson,       '" 

;•      24, 

Nov. 

19. 

Reulien  Cook,            " 

"       24, 

2.->. 

Amos  ^litcliel,          " 

April     2, 

10. 

Thomas  North,  Serfj't 

Apr.     0, 

Sept. 

4. 

(About  20  names  are 

missing 

hero. ) 

Jonathan    Spencer, 

Apr.     4, 

Nov, 

20. 

Joshua    !stron<jr, 

March  28, 

23. 

Jeremiah   Arnold, 

"       29, 

(Deserted) 

Abijah   Bacon, 

May  12, 

Nov. 

27. 

Royer  Maj,';;ott.  Diuiiimer, 

March  27, 

Sept. 

4. 

Noadlah    Brunsoii,    Drunnner, 

"       20. 

Nov. 

28. 

Zachariah    Bac(jn, 

do. 

"       28, 

" 

28. 

William    Barton, 

"       26, 

" 

28. 

David    Coles 

"       27, 

Oct. 

2.    (Died) 

Daniel  Coles, 

Apr.     2, 

(Never  j 

joined) 

Isaac  C'liaii.'.jeiiin, 

March  20, 

Sept. 

4, 

(Died) 

Math.   Deniiani, 

"       27, 

Oct. 

20, 

(Died) 

These  are  all  the  names  j^ivcn  in  full.  The  following  surnames  also 
appear,  to-wit :  Hubbard,  Williams,  Chelsey,  Lusk,  Persons,  Squire, 
Stoddard,  Torcy,  li.iullston,  Wright,  Wolf,  Waters,  Barrett,  Collins, 
Hollister,  Stevens,  Thrall. 

Capt.  Joiix  Pattersox,  of  Stanley  Quarter,  eommanded  the  fourth 
company  of  the  same  regiment,  but  no  roll  of  his  company  is  known 
to  exist.  Gen.  L^inan's  regiment  was  at  Albany,  Xov.  13,  1700,  as 
appears  by  his  receipt  for  money  to  pay  his  troops,  given  there  on  that 
date. 

Campaign  of  1761.  In  March  of  this  year,  a  move  was  made  to 
complete  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Connecticut  sent  two  regiments 
(2,300  men  in  all)  under  Gen.  Lyman,  who  was  also  Colonel  of  the 
First  Regiment,  and  Nathan  "\Miiting  of  Hartford,  was  Colonel  of  the 
second.  Among  the  officers  of  this  latter  regiment  were  two  Wethers- 
field  men,  viz.,  Lieut.  Fkaxcis  Holi.ister,  and  Ensign  Jonathan 
RoBBiNS,  Jr.  Joiix  Pattkksox,  of  Xewington,  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  4th  Company  in  the  First  Regiment.  A  bounty  of  £11 
■was  offered  to  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  who  had 
served  in  the  previous  campaign,  who  should  enlist  iu  this,   and  £7 
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to  Others.  Capr.  PiitTorsoii  (Shitc  Arrliira^,  ]Vnr  IX.  Doc.  20:>), 
certitied  that  M»  <>f  liis  c-nnipaiiy  wove  old  Mildicrs,  and  im\y  four  now 
levies.  Xo  roll  of  this  company  i.>  known  to  oxi.st,  l)ut  it  was  doubt- 
less raised  lariiolv  from  the  towns  of  Wetliersfield  and  Farminiiton; 
and  so  many  of  its  incndiers  beinj:-  well  seasoned  soldii-rs,  tlndr  names 
must  be  on  the  ndls  previously  i;iven. 

Xo  battles  were  fought  in  tliis  campaign,  but  the  time  was  profit- 
ably spent  in  repairing  and  strengthening  the  numerous  posts  gained 
from  the  French,  in  the  previous  years — a  kind  of  military  service  iu 
which  the  provincial  troops  were  adepts,  and  mucli  employed. 

The  Campa'ujn  of  n>j^,  proved  t.^  be  the  final  one  of  the  lung  con- 
test known  as  the  '•Old  French  War.'"  At  its  commencement,  England 
found  herself  involved  in  war  with  the  princii)al  Continental  Powers, 
as  well  as  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  maritime  power  of  Europe,  and 
consequently  her  demands  upon  her  colonies  for  assistance  were  in 
nowise  abated.  Early  in  the  war,  war  was  declared  against  Spain, 
and  a  large  tleet,  with  an  army  of  10,000  troo])s  was  sent  to  attempt  • 
the  reduction  of  Havana  and  tlie  Spanish  West  Indies.  To  this  under- 
taking, the  Colonics  constituted  2:^00  picked  men  under  their  own 
officers.  Connecticut  in  addition  to  the  IJiOO  men  already  serving  iu 
the  Canadas,  sent  1000  men,  under  Generals  Lyman  ami  Putiuun,  to 
this  Soutliern  expedition,  which  despite  the  storms  and  discomforts  of 
a  tropical  climate,  and  the  ravages  of  the  pestilence,  successfully  accom- 
plished its  work  and  returned  in  the  Atitumn,  so  decimated  in  num- 
bers as  to  be  a  mere  handful  of  those  who  liad  courageously  and  hope- 
fully gone  forth  in  the  Spring. 

In  this  '"Havana  Expedition,''  of  1702,  were  Lieutenants  Fn.vxcrs 
HoLT.isTER  and  Samif.i,  WnroiiT,  of  Capt.  John  Patterson's  (4^th) 
Company.  HoUister  was  first  attached  to  the  4th  Comi)any,  but  was 
transferred  to  the  5th (  which  lost  40  men  out  of  a  total  of  90.  "Wright, 
at  first  an  ensign  of  the  4th  Company,  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy; 
his  company  lost  37  men  out  of  a  total  of  1)1. 

Fortunately,  the  muster  roll  of  the  4th  Company,  above  referred 
to,  has  been  preserved,  and  from  it  we  learn  the  names  of  those  brave 
sons  of  Wethersfield  who  faced  the  dangers  and  the  horros  of  the 
"Havana  Expedition"  of  1702. 

This  campaign  was  followed  by  negotiations  for  peace,  and  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  was  signed  Febrmiry  10th,  1713,  by  which  France 
surrendered  her  Xorth  American  possessions  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  Spain  ceded  Florida,  St.  Atigustine  and  Pensacola,  while  Great 
Britain  gave  back  to  Spain  the  West  Indies. 
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Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  John  I' nt lemon's  Co.  at   fliirana,  in  17C2. 

OFFICERS. 


John    Patterson,   Capt. 
Roger    Eno,    Capt. 
David    Anilrus,    Lieut. 
Francis  llollister,  Lieut, 
Samuel    Wright,   Lieut, 
Peter    Belknap,    Ensign, 
Peter   Curtis,    Sergt. 
Thomas  Fox, 
Samuel  Banl, 
Elihu  Wright,     " 
Epaphrcs    Amlrus,    Sergt., 
Solomon    Woodruff,    Corp., 
John  Whitcoiiil). 
Samuel  Bidwell,  " 

Abraham   Cadwcll,  " 

Andrew  Lusk,  Drummer, 
Nathan   Redfiold,     " 


William    Lusk, 
David    Wilcocks, 
Paul    Hail,     (Hale) 
David    Deming, 
Ebenezer  Burlingson, 
Fearnot   Burlingson, 
John    Lusk, 
Amos    Collens, 
Asa    Porter, 
Jonathan  Arnold, 
Michael    Morrils, 
John  Norton, 
John  Linsej', 
John  Collens, 
David    Pike, 
Nathll.    North, 
John   Miller, 
David  Chapens, 
Zehulon   Shcphard, 
John    Woodruff, 
Samuel  Landers, 
Denison  Andrus, 
Ichabod    Hill, 
John  Lord, 
John  Bates, 
John    Doyl, 
Jeremiah    Ranoy, 
Joseph  Kingman, 


Enlis 

ted. 

Di^rh 

(tn/i 

d. 

Mareh 

1''. 

S,.pt. 

5, 

(Died) 

Sept. 

0. 

Dec. 

5. 

:March 

15, 

Nov. 

;{(), 

(  Died ) 

\3. 

.S'pt 

u. 

Sept. 

15, 

15 

Dec. 

5. 

March 

15, 

5. 

L5, 

Nov. 

17, 

(Died) 

•' 

15, 

Sept. 

lt>. 

(Died) 

" 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

•' 

15, 

Dec. 

.5. 

15. 

Nov. 

17, 

(Died) 

10, 

Dec. 

5. 

•' 

15, 

5. 

" 

16, 

Nov. 

16. 

( Died ) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

15, 

Nov. 

4, 

(Died) 

PRIVATES. 

March 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

17, 

Oct. 

1, 

(Died) 

" 

16, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

15, 

5. 

" 

17. 

Nov. 

23, 

(Died) 

" 

17, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

16, 

" 

5. 

" 

15, 

Oct.. 

25, 

(Died) 

" 

16, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

15, 

" 

5. 

" 

15, 

Sept. 

5, 

(Died) 

" 

15, 

Nov. 

8, 

(Died) 

" 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

17, 

Nov. 

3, 

(Died) 

" 

17, 

Sept. 

12, 

(Died) 

" 

17, 

Sept. 

7, 

(Died) 

" 

17, 

Oct. 

4, 

(Died) 

" 

17. 

Sept. 

15, 

(Died) 

" 

17, 

" 

16, 

( Died ) 

" 

16, 

Nov. 

19, 

(Died) 

" 

16, 

Dec. 

5. 

" 

18, 

Sept. 

19, 

(Died) 

" 

18, 
15, 

15, 
16, 

Dec. 

5. 
5. 
5. 
5. 

" 

15, 

Oct. 

23, 

(Died) 

" 

20, 

Dec. 

5. 
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John    lioiijaniin, 
Abraham   Fox, 
John    Pendal, 
Elislia    Weli-ttT, 
Joseph    Watson, 
Benjamin    GolTe, 
Samuel  Gains, 
0zia8   Xicliols, 
Moses    Evans, 
Timotliy    Broolcs, 
Moses    Scott, 
Joseph    Fox, 
Abner  Fuller, 
Jonathan  Price, 
\\illiain   Ilollister, 
Thomas    Raymoiit, 
Joseph    Waie. 
Benoni    Looniis, 
Alh'n    Benjamin, 
Hezekiali    Wright, 
John    Searls, 
John   Fitch, 
Samll.    Taylor, 
John  Mausley, 
London,    (Xeyro,) 
Lemuel  Whittelsey, 
James    Lusk, 
Joseph    Blanohard, 
John  Lattemer, 
Levi    Redtieid. 
Nathll.    Willcocks, 
Nathan  Stevens, 
Ashbel     Lee, 
Roger  Tyler, 
Medad  Porter, 
Abner    Fuller, 
Lemuel  Whitman, 
Gideon    Smith, 

Lieutenants  Josiah  Smith.  IIezekiaii  Smith,  and  Xehemiah 
DiCKi.vsox  (tho'  I  am  somewhat  imcertain  as  to  his  being  from  AVeth- 
ersflekl),  and  Ensign  Elisha  Blixx.  did  not  accompany  the  Havana 
Expedition,  Init  were  in  service  in  the  northern  campaign,  mostly  at 
Crown  Point. 

One  of  the  most  efficient  men  in  the  Colony  during  the  Erench  and 
Indian  War,  was  Col.  John  Chestek,  Sen.,  the  father  of  the  Capt. 
John  Chester,  who  commanded  tho  "Wethenstiold  Company  at  Bunker 
Hill.  He  was  an  assistant  at  the  General  Court  during  the  whole 
war;  and  also  one  of  the  three  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Pay 
Table  of  the   Army.      And,   at  the  same  time,   he  was   the  head   and 


15, 

5. 

17, 

5. 

20, 

Xov. 

17. 

(Died) 

20, 

Dec. 

5. 

20, 

•' 

5. 

20, 

" 

5. 

13, 

Nov. 

4, 

( Died ) 

17, 

Nov. 

2 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

15, 

Sept. 

18, 

(Died) 

15, 

Oct. 

11, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

15, 

•• 

5. 

15, 

Dec. 

13, 

(Died) 

15, 

Sept. 

15, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

15. 

Oct. 

3, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

7, 

(Died) 

15, 

Oct. 

10, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

10. 

5. 

19, 

Nov. 

19, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

5. 

15, 

Sept. 

■23, 

(Died) 

15, 

Dec. 

.5. 

15, 

" 

5. 

15, 

Oct. 

2S, 

(Died) 

15, 

Nov. 

10, 

(Died) 

17, 

Dec. 

5. 

17, 

" 

5. 

17. 

Nov. 

17 

,    (Died; 

17, 

Dec. 

5. 

17, 

5. 

15, 

'• 

5. 

15, 

" 

5. 

15 

" 

5. 

15, 

Nov. 

5, 

(Die.l) 

15. 

" 

30. 

( Died ) 
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front  of  public  ei.tcri.rise  in  Wetlicrstii'M.  boinir  espcciallv  busy  with 
the  construct i.,n  of  tiic  brick  niocting  house  there— an  edifice  \n  use 
at  the  present  Any,  un.l  ,iiie  of  tlie  Hncst  church  structures  in  anv  Xew 
Enghnnd  village. 

How  nuuiy  French  prisoners  were  quartered  in  Wethersfield,  we 
can  not  say.  In  IT.')!),  there  were  .^onie  at  Xewington,  in  chanre  of 
Selectman  :\rartin  Kellong  and  Xafhaniel  Boardnian;  and,  in  1702. 
the  Town  built  a  house  '^near  Howard's  pond,  for  the  use  of  the  French 
family." 

[XoTE.— ^^^len  the  old  Seymour  hous(>  in  Hartford  was  sold  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  among  its  contents,  and  sold  at  auction,  were  a  number 
of  boxes  and  trunks,  some  of  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  late 
Judge  SiiKKM.vx  W.  Adams,  and  were  found  to  contain  documents  of 
considerable  historical  value:  among  them  over  200  original  nuister 
and  pay  rolls  of  Coiiuecticut  men  serving  in  the  French  and  Indian 
Wars,  17:.5-17(J1.  These  eventually  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Library,  and  are  being  published  in  the  CoUrctiotts 
of  the  Connecticut  Historical  .Vor/V/v— beginning  in  Vol.  IX  of  that 
series— published  VMr.',.  Our  readers  will  do  well  to  consult  these 
volumes  as  they  are  published  by  the  Society. — //.  R.  S.'\ 


.     CHAPTER    XI. 

We  titers  field's  Share  in  lite  American  Ucrohilion — Ucr  Share  in  ihe 
Continental  Army  ami  Narij;  and  in  Pnralrrrnifj — Xamrs  and 
Services  of  ]Vethcrs/lcld  Men  and  Officers,  in  the  Service  by  Land 
and  Sea. 

[By  Sheumax  W.  Adams,  Esq.,  Enlarged  nv  Henky  R.  Stiles.] 

HER  Axti-St.\..\[p  Act  De.mox.stkatiox — lTnr>.  [Wethersiiekrs 
interest  in  the  political  events  wliieli  finally  enlniinated  in  the 
War  of  the  Revoliitidn,  was  very  pnjnnnnced  as  early  as  ITtJ.",  \\\iv\\  the 
Sons  of  Liberty,  from  the  eastern  towns  in  the  CVJoiiy  joined  with  those 
in  Wetherstield  in  a  bold  demonstration  in  defiance  of  the  obnoxious 
Stamp  Act.  ]Mr.  .Tared  Ingersoll,  of  Xew  Haven,  the  Stamp-Blaster 
newly  appointed  by  the  Crown,  met  with  sneh  determined  and  out- 
spoken opposition  to  the  di-scharjie  of  his  duties,  that  his  personal 
safety  was  "idangored.  This  was  first  denionstiaicvl  ai  Xew  Haven  and 
in  Xew  London  and  Windham  counties;  and,  evading  the  popular 
demand  for  his  resignation,  he  started  on  horseback  for  Hartford 
where  the  General  Assembly  was  about  to  meet,  intending  to  take  the 
advice  of  that  body  and  hoping  that  its  action  in  the  matter  might 
better  safeguard  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  obnoxious  duties.  For 
a  part  of  the  way,  at  least,  he  was  accompanied  by  Governor  Fitch, 
to  protect  him  from  insult.  On  the  road  they  were  met  by  two 
mounted  men,  with  peeled  clubs  in  their  hands,  who  announced  them- 
selves as  the  avant  couriers  of  a  larger  company  who  were  on  their 
way  to  meet  them.  When  directed  l)y  the  Governor  to  return  and 
tell  their  associates  to  disperse,  they  flatly  refused,  saying  that  it  was 
"the  peoi)les'  cause,"'  aiul  they  would  take  no  order  from  any  one  con- 
cerning it. 

When  Ingersoll  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Wethersiicld  he  was 
met  by  a  party  of  four  (ir  rive  mounted  men;  about  a  half-mile  further 
on  he  was  met  by  a  second  squad  of  men;  no  violence  was  offered  him; 
and  in  ominous  silence  the  Stamp-lMaster  and  his  unwelcome  escort 
rode  on.  Soon  they  eneoiuitered  a  body  of  some  five  hundred  farmers 
and  freeholders,  all  mounted  and  armed  with  long  and  heavy  sticks, 
from  which  the  bark  had  been  peeled,  thus  giving  them  a  resemblance 
to  the  batons,  or  staves  of  office  at  that  day  carried  by  sheriffs  and 
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constables.  Tliis  formidalilo  force,  led  by  one  Diirkee.  with  two  fullv 
uniformed  militia  uilicers  acting  as  aides,  and  heralded  by  the  inspirit- 
ing music  of  three  trumpeters,  rode  two  abn-ast ;  and  wi'h  silent  cour- 
tesy opened  ranks  to  receive  ilr.  Iniix-rsoll.  then  closing  as  silently 
around  and  behind  him,  heM  their  way  steadily  onward  in  the  direc- 
tion he  was  going.  AVhat  wci-p  the  thoughts  or  fears  of  the  Royal 
official  thus  derisively  li(iMMre(|,  may  well  be  iraa^rined :  but  he  w;i3 
cool-headed  and  the  situatiim,  unpleasant  as  it  was.  did  not  blunt  his 
sense  of  the  huuKU-ons.  When  some  one  of  his  unweloouae  escort  quiz- 
zically inquired  of  him,  what  he  thought  to  nnd  himself  attended  by 
such  a  retinue,  ^Ir.  Iiigcrsoll — who  chanced  t'>  l>e  ridin<r  a  white  horse, 
quickly  replied  that  he  now  "had  a  clearer  i'lea  than  ever  l:>efore,  of 
that  jiassage  in  the  Revelations  which  descriltes  D>:aih  on  a  pale  horse 
and  all  hell  fulloirintj"  I' 

Soon  they  entered  "the  lower  end  of  Wethersdeld"  and,  arriving 
at  the  immense  elm  in  front  of  the  Colonel  Chester  mansion.'  the 
procession  halted,  and,  as  with  one  accord,  lilted  their  voices  and  de- 
manded that  the  nuitter  they  were  upon  shouM  l>e  serried  then  and 
there.  "All  can  not  so  well  see  and  hear  in  ;.  house."'  they  exclaimed, 
"we  migb*'  nc  well  have  the  h)tsinesv  done  here.'  Without  furrher  loss  of 
time,  the  Stamp-Blaster's  resignation  was  demanded.  lie  refused,  and 
attempted  to  parley,  but  they  hold  him  resolurt^ly  to  their  ultimatum. 

resignation,  or .     lie  then  asked  for  time  to  reliect,  and  retired 

for  that  purpose  to  the  upper  room  of  a  tavern  near  by  :^  but  a  committee 
of  the  people  attended  and  kept  him  in  sight.  He  succe-eded,  however, 
in  putting  off  the  inevitable  for  three  hours,  while  he  seat  a  messenger 
to  Hartford  to  inform  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of  his  predicament. 
At  last  the  crowd  lost  patience — loud  munnurin:.'-s  and  threats  were 
heard,  and  their  leader,  Durkce,  waited  upon  him  and  bluntly  told  him 
that  he  could  no  longer  keep  the  people  otf.  The  sralwart  and  enraged 
farmers  filled  the  hallway,  and  began  to  mount  the  stairs.  Ingersoll 
was  a  cool-headed,  brave  man,  and  the  office  which  he  had  accepted  and 
faithfully  attempted  to  fulfil  was,  of  itself,  obnoxious  to  him.  Indeed, 
as  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticnr.  representing  its 
interests  in  London,  he  had  nobly  pnjtested,  Ix.-th  by  voice  and  pen. 


'  Huniplireys',  Life  of  Gen.  Putnam,  p.  32. 

'Tliis  notiilile  tree  was  removed  sonic  25  years  ai:ii — .^.  11".  A. 

'The  tavern  in  which  this  renunciation  was  si;nieJ.  stoc-l  a  few  rods  north 
of  the  Col.  Cliestcr  liouse,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire  within  the  nieniory  of  some 
now  living.  Some  say,  liowevcr,  that  it  was  in  the  t;tv.'m  wliich  ^toc-d  on  the 
east,  or  opposite  side  of  the  road. — iS.  W.  A. 


WETIIERSFIELD    ANTI  STAMP    ACT     DEMONSTRATION  4' 7 

and  had  vainly  argued  witli  Lurd  Granvillo,  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  I!riti-h  Treasury,  against  the  imposition  upon 
the  Colonies,  of  this  Siamp  Aft.  of  wliich  he  was  now  the  visihle  repre- 
sentative. Vicdenee  ami  death  seemed  imminent;  he  saw  in  the  faces  of 
those  around  him  that  even  his  death  would  not  stay  the  rising  tide  of 
indignation.  '"The  cause  is  not  worth  dying  for,"  he  said,  with  cool, 
irony,  and  hegan  to  pen  the  following  resignation : 

'^Wethersfield,  Sept.  10,  17i::..  I  do  lierel)y  promise  that  I  will 
never  receive  any  Stampt  Paper  which  may  arrive  from  Europe,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  Act  lately  pas-ed  in  the  Parliament  of  Groat  Britain, 
nor  officiate  in  any  manner  as  Stamp- .\[a>rer.  or  Distrilnitor.  of  Stamps 
within  tlie  (.'(dony  of  Connecticut,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  ^ 

"And  I  do  hereby  notify  all  the  iTdiahitauts  of  this  His  .Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  ( notwitli>tanding  the  said  Office  or  Trust  has 
been  committed  to  me)  not  to  apply  to  me.  ever  hereafter,  for  any  such 
Stamped  Papers,  hereby  declaring  that  I  do  resign  said  Office,  and 
execute  these  Presents  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  witJiout  any 
Equivocation,  or  mental  Reservation 

'"In  Witness  Avhereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand, 

"J.     IxGERSOLL." 

This  done,  the  crowd  next  demanded  that  he  shoidd  read  it  to  them, 
which  he  did ;  and  that  he  slioidd  swear  to  it,  which  latter  request  he 
refused  to  comply  with.  ILnvever.  having  gained  their  main  object, 
they  compromised  on  the  condition  that  he  should  shout  three  times, 
the  words  '"Liberty  and  Property."'  This'he  did  with  such  well  afifected 
earnestness  that  they  "gave  him  three  Huzzas."  Mr.  IngorsoU  then 
went  to  a  tavern  and  dined  with  several  of  the  company.  After  dinner, 
the  company  told  ^Ir.  Ingersoll.  as  he  was  bound  to  Hartford,  they 
would  escort  him  there,  which  they  did  to  the  number  of  "almost  five 
Hundred  persons  on  Horseback." '  Arrived  there,  Durkce  marshalled 
his  riders  four  abreast  and,  with  a  blare  of  trumpets,  formed  them  in 
a  circle  around  the  Court  Plouse  in  which  the  General  Assembly  were 
in  session.  There  Ingersoll  was  made  to  again  read  his  resignation, 
which  was  greeted  with  cheers,  trumpeting  and  cries  of  "Liberty  and 
Property" — then  the  gallant  "Sons  of  Liberty"  dispersed  to  their  homes. 
But,  this  demonstration  and  the  subsequent  determined  rttitude  of 
Gen.  Putnam  in  his  memorable  interview  with  Governor  Fitch,  settled 
the  fate  of  the  Stamp  Act  in  Connecticut,  if  not  in  the  Colonies.  It  was 
repealed  in  ^larch,   17G6,  hut  with  such  sullenness  and  evidences  of 


'  Conn.  Coiirant,  under  date  of  23  Sept.,  1765. 


4i8 


HISTORY     OF    ANCIENT     WETIIEUSKIKLD. 


duplicity  of  intentioiiri  on  tlu;  part  of  the  British  ^linistry,  as  to  still 
further  increase  the  exasperation  of  the  Colonies. 

Wethersfield  MercJiants  Oppose  tlie  Importation  of  British  Goods. — 

1768.  It  was  not  lunj^  before  the  iieople  of  Wethersfield  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  show  again  their  indoniitalile  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
encroachments  of  IJritish  tyranny.  In  April,  ITOS,  the  merchants  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Xew  York  had  entered  into  a  solemn 
compact  to  unite  in  the  stopping  of  any  importati(m  of  goods  from 
Great  Britain,  until  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  Home  Ministry,  so  sub- 
versive of  their  rights  as  British  subjects,  shoidd  be  repenled.  The 
Connecticut  merchants  kept  this  agreement  with  much  more  fidelity 
than  those  of  Xew  York;  and  this  led  to  a  general  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  towns  of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  '"to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  perilous  condition  of  the  country,  to  provide  for  the 
growth  and  spread  of  home  manufactures,  and  to  devise  more  thorough 
means  for  carrying  out  to  the  letter,  the  non-importation  agreement." 
The  actions  of  the  towns  as  manifested  in  their  several  town  meetings 
on  this  proposal,  were  most  prompt,  decisive  and  outspoken. 

[Wethersfield  had  been  as  strenuous  in  its  oli^orviince  of  this  non- 
importation agreement,  as  any  of  her  sister  towns;  but  in  December, 

1769,  public  attention  was  called  to  an  infringement  of  its  provisions 
by  one  of  her  own  citizens,  which  could  not  be  overlooked.  One  Peter 
Verstille,  originally  from  Boston,  and  who,  in  1701,  had  been  admitted 
as  an  inhabitant,  and  set  up  as  a  merchant  in  Wetherstield,'  brought  into 
the  town  a  stock  of  goods,  which  excited  the  suspicions  of  tlie  Town's 
Committee  of  Inspection  as  being  contrary  to  the  general  non-importa- 
tion compact.     The  case  is  thus  stated  in  the  Connecticut  Courant: 

"Hartford,  January  1st,  1770.  On  Thursday,  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber last,  was  brought  into  Wethersfield,  a  quantity  of  English  goods 
from  Providence,  imported  in  the  Tristani,  Capt.  Stand,  which  being 
known,  the  principal  persons  in  the  town,  as  well  traders  as  others, 
assembled  and  unanimously  carried  into  effect  several  resolutions  against 
every  attempt  of  this  kind,  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  fully 
into  the  affair,  and  to  take  care  said  goods  should  not  be  disposed  of 
until  public  satisfaction  should  be  given,  and  then  adjourned  to  the 
next  day,  when  being  assembled  and  joined  by  the  gentlemen  com- 
mittee of  ^Merchants  from  Hartford,  ^[r.  Verstille,  the  importer,  was 
sent  for,  and  on  producing  his  invoice  and  letters,  it  was  judged  the  said 
goods  were  imported  contrary  to  the  general  agreement  of  the  Mer- 
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chants  in  Aiiu  rica.  Whereujion,  \w  consented  to  deliver  them  up  to 
be  stored,  acctn-ding  to  th(!  practice  in  the  larger  trading  towns  on  the 
Continent,  iiiul  dclivcrod  his  invoice  thereof  to  Elisha  Williams,  E<(\., 
the  ^lodcrator  nf  the  meeting,  as  security  against  any  embezzlement 
before  the  committee  appointed  to  receive  them, could  be  ready  ;  on  which 
the  meeting,  after  the  most  spirited  and  unanimous  resolutions  against 
either  importing,  purchasing  or  using  any  goods  imported  contrary 
to  said  agreement,  broke  up  with  the  utmost  regularity  and  order; 
and,  on  the  Tuesday  fullowing  the  said  goods  were  delivered  to  the 
Committee,  and  by  tlic  ni  carefully  stored,  to  be  kept  until  a  repeal  of 
the  late  Acts  should  take  place." 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  to  the  houur  of  the  [leople  who  cnmposcd  this 
meeting,  that  they  were  almost  entirely  the  honest,  industrious  and  sub- 
stantial landholders,  to  whom  the  temptation  of  supplying  tlieir 
families  at  a  cheap  rate,  when  weighed  against  the  liberty  of  their 
country,  proved  futile;  and  to  prevent  any  attempts  of  this  kind 
in  the  future,  as  well  as  to  hand  down  to  posterity  their  senti- 
ments on  this  important  sul)ject,  they  passed  in  a  full  Town  Meeting, 
the  following  vote,  Xcim,  cun..  viz: 

"At  ?.  Tov.-n  :Mccting,  held  in  Wethersfield,  Dec.  25,  1709,  by  ad- 
journment. 

"Voted,  that  it  i§  and  ever  has  been  the  opinion  of  this  Town  that 
the  late  acts  of  Parliament,  conunonly  called  the  American  Revenue 
Acts,  imposing  certain  duties  on  Paper,  Glass,  »S:c.,  are,  in  themselves, 
unconstitutional,  offensive,  and  tending  to  that  total  subversion  of  the 
liberties  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  America — that  the  opposition 
made  thereto  thro'out  the  Continent  has  been  noble,  just,  firm  and 
deserving  the  highest  applause  thro'  every  age. 

"That,  in  particular,  the  resolutions  against  importing  goods  of 
Merchandise  from  Great  Britain,  until  said  Acts  are  repealed,  so 
genuinely  and  unanimously  come  into  by  the  Merchants  in  America, 
and  so  universally  approved  of  by  the  people,  is  worthy  of  the  highest 
commendation,  as  being  the  most  effectual  method  for  obtaining  relief 
— Do  resolve  to  abide  by  the  same,  and  as  far  as  possible,  prevent  the 
least  breach  thereof  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  or  others: 
nor  will  we  purchase,  or  use  and  consume  any  goods  imported  con- 
trary to  said  agreement,  so  universally  come  into. 

"And,  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  any  counteracting  said 
resolutions,  we  do  appoint  Messieurs  Silas  Deane,  Ezekiel  lVi7- 
liams,  Elisha  Williams,  David  Wehh,  and  Elias  Williams,  a  Committee, 
directing  them,  with  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care,  to  guard  against, 
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and  prevent  any  attempt  to  put  in  execution,  so  fatal  and  infamous 
a  purpose  as  tluit  of  saerificinjjj  tlie  good  of  this  Continent,  and  their 
posterity,  to  private  gain  and  eiiiohniunt ;  dc.-iring  them  to  correspond 
and  consult  wiih,  as  well  as  aid  and  assist  the  otlier  Committees  ap- 
pointed iu  the  iieighhoring  towns  and  elsewhere  for  this  purpose." — 
//.  R.  S.] 

At  the  heginning  of  the  ricvolutiiiuary  stnigL^le,  there  were  thirteen 
regiments  in  the  Colony,  and  Wethorslncld,  with  Glastoidniry,  ^[iddle- 
town  and  Kensington  parish  were  included  in  the  department  of  the 
Sixth  Keginient.  This  contained  eighteen  companies,  some  of  which, 
however,  were  fmui/nnxl.^i.  of  half  a  company  f:]2  men)  each.  One 
was  commandcfl  hy  C<d.  John  Chester.  Sen.,  who  as  the  son  of  ^[aj(n' 
John  Chester,  and  a  descendant,  also,  of  Governors  Talcott  and  WeUes, 
may  he  supposed  to  have  inherited  the  military  spirit  so  prominent  in 
these  three  families.  He  died  in  1771,  Init  his  patriotism  and  soldierly 
qualities  were  admirahly  perpetuated  in  his  son,  Capt.  (afterwards 
Colonel)  John. 

The  Toicn  Exprcastus  ils  Si/)iiiialhi/  u-'ith  the  Sufjrrcr-'i  hi/  Ihc  Buslun 
Port  Bill. — Eut,  the  hostility  of  the  people  of  Wethersfield,  in  comnuin 
with  tho«e  of  other  tov/ns,  extended  to  other  arbitrary  enactments  of  the 
British  Government  than  the  Stamji  Act  imposed  upon  tea.  Especially 
was  their  righteous  indignation  excited  by  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  1774-, 
by  which,  practically,  the  harbor  of  l^.iston  was  sealed  against  shipping 
— because  of  the  destruction  uf  tea  in  that  harbor,  in  the  preceding 
December.  Wethersfield  s_\nupathized  most  heartily  with  the  distress 
which  was  thus  f(irced  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Boston — as  did,  also, 
the  other  towns  in  this  and  neighl^oriiig  colonies. 

Unwilling  to  wait  upon  the  formal  action  of  the  General  Assembly, 
which  had  passed  resolutions  favoring  a  general  contribution,  from  the 
several  towns  of  the  Colony,  to  the  relief  of  Boston — but  had  delay(>d 
taking  action  thereon  until  their  next  (October)  .session — the  Weth- 
ersfield people  held  a  meeting,  at  the  brick  meeting  house,  June  li'ith, 
1774,  at  which  Capt.  Thomas  Belden  presided,  and  strouii'  rcsidutions 
of  sympathy  were  passed.  These  resolutions  recited  that  the  occasion 
of  their  meeting  together,  was  "The  extreme  distress  to  which  our 
Brethren  at  Boston  are  reduced  by  the  merciless  hand  of  Tyranny"; 
that  "This  Town  do  consider  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
to  be  now  suffering  for  the  common  cause  of  American  Liberty;  and 
that  we  are  bound,  iu  common  justice,  as  well  as  by  the  early  ties  of 
friendship  between  our  ancestors  *  *  *  *  ^o  nfford  them  all  the 
assistance  in  our  power;  both  by  our  advice  and  counsel,  and  by  giving 
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them  a  pai-t  of  tlie  .substance  which  God  hath  blessed  us  with,  from 
time  to  time,  as  tlieir  necessities  shall  require."  It  was  also  resolved, 
to  the  utmost  of  <n\v  p(jwer  and  influence"  to  encourage  the  proposed 
formation  vf  a  "('(ingress  of  the  Culonies."  And  a  committee,  con- 
riisting  of  Sheriff  Ezekiel  Williams  Elislia  Deming  (both  of  Welhers- 
field  village),  Elias  Williams,  (.'apt.  William  Griswuld  (both  of  Slepner/ 
parish),  Captains  :\Iartin  Kell.igg  and  Charles  Churchill  (both  of 
NeiL-ington  parish),  and  Solomon  Dunham  (of  liccldcii's  Quarter), 
were  appointed  to  receive  contributions  from  the  people  and  forward 
the  same  to  Boston.  And,  what  these  Wethersticld  men  said,  they 
did — as  is  evidenced  by  the  following  document: 

"Whereas,  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  takin"' 
into  Consideration  the  distressed  Situation  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  did 
come  into  a  Eosoluticju  to  contribute  to  their  Relief,  but  deferr'd  put- 
ting the  same  into  Execution,  luitill  after  their  Session  in  October 
next — We,  the  Subscribers,  apprehensive  that  to  put  forward  a  Con- 
tribution at  this  Time  may  greatly  tend  to  relieve  and  eneourai^e  the 
Inhabitants  of  that  Town,  under  thi'ir  presrut  unparalleird  Suffering 
in  the  General  Cause  of  American  Liberty,  do  engage  to  pay  the  Suras 
by  Us  subscribed,  in  the  Manner  following:  (Viz.)  One  penny  on  the 
pound  of  our  List  for  the  present  year,  as  set  down  against  our  jS'ames; 
and  such  other  sums  as  we  shall  set  down.  Each  person  subscribing  to 
be  holden  for  one  penny  on  the  pound;  and  for  as  much  more  as  he 
shall  sec  fit  to  subscribe ;  to  be  paid  in  Cash,  in  Wheat,  Rye,  &  Indian 
Com;  to  be  transported  to  the  said  Town  of  Boston,  and  delivered  to 
the  Select  Islcn,  or  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  said  Town,  to  be  disposed 
of  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  Benefit  of  said  Town. 

Wethersfield,  June,  1774." 
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1    For  ■iUi-1;!    F'T  »ii'  r. 

Amo„n.      su,n8    ■?,;  -^'i i;^,^  -•>•■'*•> ;  .^Z  ;:  ,\  '> 

"'   l-'onKiven     over  ,„   „„,    ntlw,  .i„u  ,;:  :o  B-..  ->  of 

,I.irt-            \:\r.              ■^''■■ 

EIi.sha  Griswokl 

59-4 

-4-11 

i 

Simeon    Gri.swold 

27-  2-0 

-:)- 

1 

Mabic  Ori.swolil 
Ozias  Griswold 

72-18-( 

!  3 

2  Bu' 

1 

X     Daniel  Gri.suolii 
William  Griswold 

111-  0-0 

4;!-l;5 

■'.)-  (! 
-4- 

p''  in 

Sr.^^m 

i 

1 

Timothy    Griswold 
X     Phineha.s  Gri.swold 

30-10-0 
18-12 

-4- 

! 

'2  Bushol. 

Frederick  Gri.swold 

AH-  2-0 

,1  I  bu.s. 

Feli.x  Griswold 

Eben'    Griswold's    Heirs 

Jehiel  Griswold 

20-  7-0 
19-14-0 
20-1 2-ti 

-1-  9 

-I-  0 

X     Benez'  Hale 
Abagail  Hale 

78-01-0 
5-  2-C 

-0- 

p"  E.  W. 

James  Hale 

36- 

-3- 

Will"   Hale 

18- 

Josiah  Hart 

-3- 

X     Francis  Hanmcr 

77-  8- 

-10- 

p"  E.  W. 

X     John  Hanmer 

:V2-15- 

-0- 

p"  E.  W. 

X     Francis  Hanmer,  Ju"' 

5;{- 

-5- 

p"  E.  W. 

X     Sam'    Hanmer 
James    Honir)"- 

59-  5- 
24- 

-3- 

p"  E.  W. 

Zeph.  Hatch 
Thomas   Harri.ss 
Hosea  Harri.ss 

22-  5- 
05-  1- 
97-15- 

-8-  0 

Thomas   Harriss,   Ju"" 

70-07-0 

Asahel   Hills 

18- 

X     Tho'.    Hiirlbut 

120-  9-0 

5  Bush' 

Elijah  Hurlbut 

32-13- 

X     Elijah  Hurlbut,  Ju' 
Simeon   Hurlbut 

20- 
25-  7-6 

-2-  2 

p«  E.  W. 

1   Bu' 

Will™   Hurlbut 

90- 

3%  Bu' 

Sarah  Hurlbut 

23-10- 

Nath'    Hurlbut 

27-  5- 

Nath'  Hurlbut,  Ju' 

18- 

Josiah   Hurlbut 

18- 

Tho".    Horner 

18- 

..■;» 

George  Kilbourn 

18- 

1 

Will™  Kilby 
Eb'  Kilby,  Ju' 

18- 
18- 

1  Bns. 

X     Tho'.  Kilby 

37-  5- 

3-6 

X     Rich'*  Kilby 

22-10- 

3 

p"  E.  W. 

Christ".  Allyn  Kilby 
Martha  Knowlo-s 

18- 
1-  8-3 

James  Knowlcs 

19- 

John  Latimer 

19-  5- 
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MEN'S    NAMES. 

List. 

.„ _,           .                    Koriliem 

or  l./i>n   jjivenover  v««h<.lein 
je  Ijst            ,  ,1           Wi.eat    0  r 

pun 

KnrtI.eiii 

that    rl.il..- 

vu  uliole  in 
Uye     or 
l.«rt. 

Kor  ^iii'liu 
.•  h  ,1  .  fl  ye 
uhnl*»  in  In 
dmnii.rn  or 
l»nn. 

Bezaleel    Latimer 

•29-  2~ii 

■■¥i  *i  bu. 

James  Lock  wood 

25-13  6 

Sam'   Lockwood 

IS- 

Moses Lockwood 

IS- 

X     John  Lovelnnil 

34-  5- 

i;  Bu. 

W".   Loveland 

32- 

Silas  Loom  is 

65-18 

-5-  6 

X     Hez.  &  Ilez.  J'  May 

115-  0- 

12     0 

Sam'   May 

98-18- 

-8-  3 

X     NVilliani  May 

21- 

-3- 

X     Sam'   May,  J- 

21- 

1  bush. 

James  Mitchol 
X     James  Mitclit-l,  J"' 

188-  9  - 
26-10- 

3- 

p*  E.  W. 

3  Bus. 

David    Mitchel 

60-15- 

X     Steph"  M.  Mitchel 

122-12- 

10-3 

Richard   Montagu 

41-10- 

-3-6 

Ann  Montaprue 

2-  5- 

John  Morcton    (  ?)    Ju'' 

62-10- 

2 

X     Tho'.  Xewson 

93-  2-6 

Sarah  Xott 

79-  7-6 

3 

JJioViolr's    Xevins 

18- 

X     Patili-k  Oconeley 

27- 

Elizabeth   Palmer 
X     Jn"  &  Sam'  Pierce 
X     Ez'    Porter 

11-  1 
44- 
131-18- 

1  i  bu. 

Rye   mys 

elf  &  ( 

)  pd  th 
5 

c  Cash. 
5  Bush' 

Jno.  Rennalls,  Jr.  (Roynolds) 

30-14- 

-3- 

Richard  Rennalls  [Reynolds] 

18- 

-1  6i 

P"  Ez'  W. 

X     Simeon  Richards 

33-  8- 

-2-10 

X     Eli  Richards 

44-  4- 

-3-  9 

Sam"  Riley 

39-  5- 

Sam"  Riley,  Ju' 
Simeon  Riley 

20- 
18- 

2i  Bush. 

X     Levi  Riley 
X     Ashbel  Riley 
X     Justus  Riley 

34-15- 

59- 

63-15- 

-4- 
-4-11 

po  E.  W. 

&  C/p" 
E.  W. 

3   Bush. 

•Jon'"  Robbins 
X     Joshua  Robbins,  Ju' 

156-18- 
96-14- 

-14- 

4  bushels. 

Jon""    Robbins,   Ju' 
X     Appleton  Robbins 
X     Josiiua  Robbins 

30-10- 
13- 
127-10- 

-4-8' 

p"  E.  W. 

3 

li     " 

Josiah  Robbins  &,  Son 

121-  2- 

12- 

Will™    Robbins 

19-  5- 

Hez.  Robbins 

23-10- 

Mich'    Robbins 

21-  4- 

-2- 

Alex'  Roods   [Rhodes] 
Will-"   Rooas 

4.5-10- 
35-16- 

-3- 

l\  or   2 

Bus. 
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For  sutli      [,.„^  •iiichl 

~ 

MEN'S    NAMES. 

List 

Amount 
of  ]<lor\ 

Sums 
Riven  over 

as   ohu^  T,  iiiiinB     f'"'   "'"■•1 
the  «linl..,„„,,ol,in '■'"'"•"  y««''< 
in  bus  ot  iMi-thoN  or'"   '"J'*'"*''* 

la 
<  f 

ye  List 

\J. 

wheat,'  or  it  v  "  .   0  r  ' "'^    -■^'"' 
part.           f^rt.            |i'»"- 

Mary  Roods 

14-  2- 

-2-  6 

Joseph    Roods 

18- 

X     Sam"   Rose 

127- 

-12- 

p^  E.  W. 

Sam"  Rose,  Ju'' 

li)-lo- 

John   Russell'   Heirs 

;u- 

X     Tim"  Russell 

34-  8- 

-3- 

?■"  E.  W. 

.1 

Jedediah  Sanborn 

72-  6- 

2ibush. 

Zacli.  Seymour 

18- 

Eli-sab  Seymour 

4-  2-6 

Josiah  Smith 

161-  3- 

4 

Jn"  Smith  &  Jn"  Goodrich 

UO- 

-5-  6 

Joseph  Smith 

81- 

-0-  9 

Isr'  &  Jon'"  Smith 

91-  4-6 

X     Han"  Standish 

11-15- 

) 

\ 

X   -John    Standish 

41-14- 

4  bus' 

X     James  Standish 

44-   8-C 

! 

X     Geor<(e  Stanley 

00-  0- 

-5-  9 

p"  Ez.  W. 

Eliz"  Steel 

-15- 

Xath'   Stillman 

94-15- 

-8- 

X     Allyn  Stillman 

47-  3- 

-4-  0 

X     Joseph    Stillman 

107-  10 

-9- 

p"  E.  W. 

1 

Sam"   Stillman 

23-  9-0 

-3- 

George    Stillman 

4-15- 

X     Elisha  Stillman 

67- 

-6- 

p"  E.  W. 

X    Epaphras  Straddop 

[Stoddard] 

53-  2- 

-5- 

p"  Ez.  W. 

X     Will'"  Strong 

48-  2-0 

-5-  3 

Gershom  Smith 

18- 

Reuben  Slialer 

20- 

X     Eb°  Talcott 

75-15- 

31  hu. 

X     Mary  Talcott 

13-15- 

I 

X     Oliver    Treat 

59-15- 

-15- 

Elisha  Treat 

91-  4- 

-3- 

John  Treat 

22-  5- 

Abij.  Tryon 

27-10- 

Eli  Tryon 

30-14- 

William  Warner 

180-  4- 

6   bush. 

Mose.s  Trjon 

18- 

-3- 

X     William  Warner,  J' 

54-  9- 

Dan'   Warner,  J' 

55- 

2 

X     John  Warner,  J' 

98-17-6 

0-8-0 

2?i 

X     Sarah  Webster 

33-17- 

2-10 

X     ThoV,  Sam.  &  W"  Welles 

234-14- 

1-0-0 

X     Chester   Welles 

59-15- 

6-0 

Ez.W"" 

The'.   Welles,  Ju' 

-90- 

1  wh. 

2  bushel. 
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MEN'S    NAMES. 

List 

Amount 
>f  Id  on 
ye  List. 

Sums 
j,'ivfii  over 

For  sucli 
ns   rhii-^- 
th.- whol.- 

ill    iMIS.  of 

wheat,  or 
part. 

w.«i''.i«  ill'''"'- »•■"'"''• 

part.            I""'"- 

X      Sol°.  i  Sol°.  Ju.   Welles 

107-11- 

-15 

Wait  4  OliV  Welles 

72-14- 

6-  7 

4  bus' 

X     Josiah    Welles 

04-l:l-0 

X     Hez.   Welles 

98-  1-3 

-9- 

Mary  Welles 
X     Seth  Welles 

17- 
29-10- 

2  bus'  W. 

X     Joseph,  Jo.'",  i  Elij.  Welles 
X     Joshua   Welles 

17:>-  »- 
79-12- 

4   bus' 
1  b' 

2  Do 

X     Ichabod  Welles 

99- 

\ 

•11 

X     James    Welles 

107-  2  0 

'l 

mosliii 

5  Bush' 

Th».  (?)  Welles  3  [third?] 

42-  8-0 

John  3  &  James  Welles 

37-  8- 

David  Welles 

32-12- 

Eli   Welles 

27    4- 

Eliz.   Wills 

12-14- 

Jon'"  Wills 
X     Stephen    Willard 
X     Simon  AVillanl 
X     Eli.sha    Williams 

34-  0-0 
98-10- 
31-10- 
120-  9- 

-3- 

4  bushel. 
[Do.2ibu 
8  bu.   Do. 

X     Ez'   Williams 

82-  6-0 

1-0-0 

X     0th'  Wi!'iari=  [Othnicl] 

Sl-10 

0-10-0 

P'  Ez'  W. 

Davlu  V.';'.Miii.i.s 

«i- 

X     Absalom  Williams 

49-17- 

0-4-6 

Tho".  Wi.se 

8-18-3 

Joseph  Woodhoiise 

17-15- 

John  Woodhousc 

63- 

-5-  3 

X     Sam'   Wood  house 

53-  2-3 

4-10 

p"  E.  W. 

X     Lemuel  Woodliouse 

35-  3-6 

n 

X     Sam'    Wolcott 

104-  6-0 

-10- 

p"  E.  W. 

Solomon  Wolcott 

37-15- 

3-  0 

Nath'  Wolcott 

18- 

X     Elisha  Wolcott  &  Son 

129-15- 

-12- 

p"  Ez.  W. 

Josiah  Wolcott 

29-17-0 

Elisha  Wri<,'lit 

130-18-6 

[This  is  the  fiM>t  of  last  paye.] 


[There  may  have  been  an  additional  page  now  missing.'] 


'The  foref,'ning  list  was  copied  by  me,  in  1891.  from  the  original,  which  I  suppose 
to  have  come  from  among  some  papers  once  belonging  to  Ezekiel  Williams  Sen., 
of  Wethersfield  ;  who  was  a  "Comniissary  of  Prisoners"'  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  a  zealous  patriot.  The  original  was  loaned  to  me  by  Mrs.  McLean  of  Weth- 
ersfield, and  a  granddaughter  of  the  aforesaid  Ezekiel  Williams.  The  heading  was 
in  the  handwriting  of  Silas  Dcane. — .S'.  IF.  .1. 
Aug.  3d.  18112. 


WETHERSFIKLD  S  SYMI'ATIIY  WITH  Bi)STOX  SUFFKRERS.  4^9 

This  gt'iieruus  duiuitiun  was  accompanied  by  the  following  note: 

"To  the  Sclecf  Men,  or  Overseer  of  (he  Poor  in  Bodvn: 

"Gentlemen :  '  .  .         '^ 

"We  being  sometime  ^ince,  at  a  Town  meeting  hcM  in  this  place, 
appointed  a  oummittee  to  take  in  a  subseriptiou  for  tlie  Town  of 
Boston,  and  having  the  nuist  Tender  Svnipathv  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
your  Worthy  and  very  respectal)le  ^Metropolis  under  their  present  severe 
and  unparalleled  Sutl'erini;s  in  the  Cause  of  Ameriean  Lilierty  from  the 
Cruel  and  Opi)re.-sive  Edict  of  a  Dritish  Parliament,  nio>t  cheerfully 
Undertook  the  Tru.-t,  and  have  been  (agreeable  to  the  Sense  of  the 
Town)  endeavoring  to  Collect  in  Grain,  as  was  proposed  a  proportion 
among  the  Inhabitants,  as  nearly  as  might  be  to  the  value  of  \il  uu  the 
Pound  on  the  List  of  the  Polls  and  liatable  Estate,  etc. — but  as  many 
People  have  expended  almost  or  rpiite  all  their  old  Stores,  and  have 
none  they  can  now  Spare,  ba\c  not  raised  so  much  a.s  we  flattered  our- 
selves we  should  have  done;  but  supposing  what  we  cnuld  now  send 
before  Harvest,  might  be  more  Acceptable  than  afrer— when  v.-e  Trust 
many  other  towns  round  about  us  will  be  sending,  have  now  forwarded 
by  Capt.  Isaac  Williams  (who  went  last  Saturday  down  the  Kiver),  as 
yon  "will  see  by  his  Rec't  Enclosed,  viz.,  'Z^^  bushels  oi  Wheat,  2i3.V 
of  Rye  and  390  of  Indian  Corn  (which  small  !Mite  we  hope  thro'  the 
great  Indulgence  of  the  Comuumder  of  your  Fleets  and  Armies  may  be 
carried  in  with  safety)  and  for  Avhich  we  shall  pay  him  the  Freight 
at  one  half  penny  pr  bushel  less  than  Customary  (for  which  he  was  so 
kind,  as  besides  putting  in  his  proportion)  to  Consent  to  Transport  it. 
The  whole  as  proposed  by  the  Town  would  amount  to  about  20  or  30 
pounds  more,  which  we  hope  after  Harvest  to  be  able  to  Collect  and 
send  and  if  need  be  much  more.  Earnestly  wishimi'  you  may  have 
Prudence,  Wisdom  and  Fortitude  (much  of  which  is  needed)  so  to 
Conduct  under  the  many  more  Insults,  which  we  expect  ■will  yet  be 
offered,  as  to  prevent  the  dreadful  Consequences  of  a  Civil  War,  and 
disappoint  those  at  Home  whom  we  verily  believe  wish  to  have  verifyed 
the  Lyes  they  have  so  industriously  reported  and  spread  among  the 
People  there,  that  America  is  in  an  Actual  State  of  Rebellion — and  in 
full  Confidence  you  will  never  give  up  the  Glorious  Cau.se  in  which 
you  have  hitherto  stood  foremost  in  Suffering,  unless  some  Pleasures 
can  be  come  into  which  we  doubt  not  but  may,  and  we  hope  and  trust 
■will  be,  in  the  general  Congress  (which  we  Rejoice  to  find  is  likely 
soon  to  take  place)    that  shall  confound   all  the  Enemies  of  Boston, 
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America  and  Groat  Ilrirain,  and  hriiig  about  a  hap|)y  Issue  of  the  pres- 
ent Glorious  Struirglo  for  Liberty — and  we  trust  notwithstanding  the 
many  Cruel  Invcctiuns  thrown  out  ])y  the  comuion  Enemy  the  Bos- 
tonians  will  be  ronienibered  with  everlasting  Honour,  We  are  Gentle- 
men, touched  with  the  most  Tender  Sense  of  your  really  distressed 
Situation  your  Sincere  Friends  in  the  ("onimon  Cause  and  hearty  well- 
wishes  Ezekiel  Williams 
'.■,,.  Elisha  Deming 

Elias  Williams 
William   Griswold 
Martin  Kelloiig 
Solomon   Dunham 

Committee 
Wethersfield,  July  25,  1774: 

P.  S.  We  have  directed,  in  Conformity  to  the  Vote  of  the  Town 
appointing  us,  li-c.  To  the  Select  ^feu  or  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in 
Boston,  but  have  superscril)ed  this  to  John  Barret,  Esq.,  as  we  under- 
stood (Selectmen  0  were  desired  to  <lo  in  Case  they  sent  some  grain — 
some  of  which  they  proposed  is  now  on  board."  ' 

One  can  hardly  understand  what  excitement  the  passnge  of  this 
Boston  Port  Hill  had  upon  the  already  intlamed  temper  of  the  Colonies. 
It  came  into  effect,  June  1,  1774,  and  its  effect  was  instantaneous. 
"The  utter  destruction  of  all  business,"'  caused  by  it,  ''soon  produced 
great  distress  in  the  city.  The  rich,  deprived  of  their  rents,  soon  be- 
came straitened ;  and  the  poor,  denied  the  privilege  of  labor,  were  re- 
duced to  beggary."  Aimed  as  the  blow  was,  at  Boston,  it  was  keenly 
felt  by  all  the  Colonies  and  each  vied  with  the  others  in  contributing  to 
her  relief.  From  Georgia,  from  Canada,  and  even  from  the  City  of 
London,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  came  generous  donations,  in  money, 
goods  and  provisions  "for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Boston."  London's 
gift  was  equal  to  $150,000! 

"The  excited  state  of  feeling  in  the  neighborhood  of  Wethersfield  is 
briefly  indicated  in  the  following  item  in  the  Boston  Gazette  of  June 
20th :  "The  first  of  Jime,  when  the  Boston  Port  Bill  took  place,  was 
observed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  as  a  day  of 


'  From  records  of  the  Boston  "Coniniittee  of  Correspondence" — printed  in  Ma.ss. 
Hi.'it.  Sockti/'s  Collections.  4th  Series  IV.  p.  lG-18. 

Also  from  a  copy  made  by  S  \V.  Adams,  Esq.  from  an  original  document  in  tlie 
possession  of  Mrs.  Mary  D.  McLean,  at  Wethersfield,  and  printed  in  a  Hartford 
paper,  Oct.  25,  18S7.     //.  11.  S. 


BOSTONS  ACKNOWLKDUKMliNT  OF   WETHERSFIELDS    AID.  43  ^ 

mourning.  The  bells  bogiiii  to  toll  eiirly  in  the  niornini;,  and  con- 
tinued until  evening;  the  Town  House  was  hung  with  black,  and  the 
Edict  affixed  thereto;  the  sliojis  were  all  shut  and  the  windows  covered 
with  black  and  ether  ensigns  of  distress." 

To    their    very  -ixilife    letter   given    on    page    42!),    the    Wetherstield 
people  received  the  foil., wing  grateful  ami  ('(pially  polite  reply. 
"Sir: 

"Your  very  obliging  Letter  of  the  -imh  Inst,  directed  'to  the  Select- 
men or  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston'  has  been  by  them 
communicated  to  a  Committee  of  this  Town  appointeil  to  receive  the 
Donations  made  for  the  Emi)loyment  or  Relief  of  such  Iidial)itants 
as  arc  or  may  be  more  immediate  Snfl\>rers  by  the  cruel  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  shutting  up  our  Harbour.  At  the  desire  and  in  the  Xame 
of  this  Conunittee,  I  am  very  grateful  to  acknowledge  the  generosity 
of  the  Town  of  Wethcrsfleld,  in  the  Donation  made  by  them  for  the 
purpose  alx)ve  mentioned,  consisting  of  34^  bushels  of  ^\^leat,  243^  of 
Rye,  and  390  of  Indian  Corn,  which  your  Letter  informs  us  is  for- 
warded by  Capt.  Israel  Williams;  and  for  their  kind  Intentions  still 
further.  They  may  be  assured  that  their  Ileneticence  will  be  applied 
to  the  Purpose  tor  which  they  have  designed  it.  This  Town  is  now 
suffering  the  Stroke  of  ^linisterial  vengeance — as  they  ap[)rehend,  for 
the  Liberties  of  America;  and  it  affords  flieiu  Abundant  Satisfaction  to 
find  that  they  have  the  concurrent  Sentiments  of  their  Prethren  in  the 
Sister  Colonies  in  their  favor,  evidenced  by  the  most  liberal  Acts  of 
Munificence  for  their  Support.  While  they  are  thus  encouraged  and 
supported,  I  trust  they  will  never  be  so  ungrateful  to  their  friends  as 
well  as  lost  to  a  Sense  of  Virtue  as  to  'give  up  the  Glorious  Cause.' 
They  have  need  of  Wisdom  and  fortitude  to  confound  the  Devices  of 
their  Enemies  and  to  endure  the  hard  Conflict  with  Dignity.  They 
rejoyce  in  the  approaching  American  Congress,  and  trust  that  by  the 
Divine  Direction  and  Blessing  such  measures  will  be  taken  as  will 
'bring  about  a  happy  issue  of  the  present  glorious  Struggle'  and  secure 
the  Right  of  America  upon  the  permanent  Principles  of  equal  Libertv 
and  Truth. 

"I  am,  with  very  great  Regard  to  the  Gentlemen  of  vour  Committee 
,:  .         ,  Sir 

Your  Friend  and  Fellow  Countryman 

Samuel  Adams 
Boston,  July  2!)th,  I774.'"i 

*  See  Note  p.  4.30. 
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The  Samuel  Adams  who  signs  tliis  letter  was  the  eininent  patriot,  and 
inflexihle  leader  of  the  early  Revolutioiiiiry  period   in   Massachusetts. 

Xot  only  did  tlie  Werlierstit'ld  fulks  do  thus  much,  hut  later  in  the 
year,  they  remembered  their  pnjmise  to  send  "after  Harvest";  for 
we  find  the  following  letter  of  aeknowledgiuout  for  a  second  contri- 
bution sent  in  Xovember: 

"Boston,  Xovemher,  1774 

"Gentlemen : 

''We  would  with  gratitude  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Fifty-five  and 
three  quarters  hushl  Tiyc,  seven  and  three  quarters  \Mieat,  and  Eight 
and  three  quarters  of  Indian  Corn  received  by  Capt.  Solomon  Love- 
land,  from  our  worthy  brethren  of  Wethersfield,  being  a  second  donation 
to  the  poor,  suffering  by  moans  of  the  Tyrannical  Pm-t  Bill.  We  can't 
but  Eye  the  hand  of  Providence  iu  spiriting  our  Brethren  in  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  and  Indeed  throughout  this  Continent,  to  assist  and 
strengthen  this  distressed  Town.  We  trust  our  sufferings  will  in 
the  End  be  for  the  Advantage  of  Xorth  America,  and  are  therefore 
animate^l  t'""  presevcrc  in  a  Cause  which  we  reckon  the  whole  Continent 
are  concerned  in. 

*'We  wish  you  the  smiles  of  Heaven  and  the  Divine  protection  and 
are  Gentlemen 

Your  most  Humble  Servants 

Be:s^jamin  Austix 
Boston,  Xovember  IGth,  1774.'' '  .. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Donations 

P.  S.  Inclosed  is  a  printed  half-sheet  giving  our  account  of  the 
doings  of  the  Committee  which  hope  will  be  satisfactory 

Ezehicl  Williams,  Esq.,  and  others  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence at  Wethersfield. 

At  a  meeting  on  the  5th  of  September,  following  (being  two  days 
after  the  '"Boston  Alarm"  and  occasioned  by  it),  of  which  Capt.  Thomas 
Belden  was  the  moderator,  the  same  Ezekiel  Williams,  ^Martin  Kel- 
logg and  Solomon  Dunham,  together  with  Capt.  Belden,  ^Mr.  Stephen 


*  See  Note  p.  430. 
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Mix  Mitchell  (then  a  lawyer,  thirty  years  of  age),  Capt.  Elisha  Wil- 
liams, Capt.  John  Chester,  :Mr.  Silas  J)eane  and  :\Ir.  John  Robbins, 
were  chosen  a  Committee  of  Correspondence.  Mitchell,  Jielden  and 
Ezekiel  Williams  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  Convention  proposed  to 
be  held  at  Hartford  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month  "to  consult  aliout  a 
]S"on-con.snmpti\e  Agreement,  etc."  A  supply  of  500  pounds  of  powder 
was  ordered  |or  the  Town,  with  "bullets  and  tiints  in  proportion." 

llie  Totcn  Endorses  the  Continental  Conrjress'  Plan  of  Association, 
<^<^- — 177Jf. — On  the  li'th  of  December,  the  "Articles  of  Association" 
then  recently  adopted  by  the  Contiuoutal  Congress,  were  discussed  and 
formally  approved  in  town  meeting;  especially  the  Article  providing  for 
town  committees  of  surveillance  over  ]K'rsons  suspected  of  being  too 
friendly  to  the  British  Government  and  interests.  Such  a  committee 
was  then  chosen,  consisting  of  Ezekiel  Williams,  Elisha  "Williams, 
Thomas  Belden,  Silas  Deane,  Stephen  :Mix  :\ritchell,  Elias  Williams, 
Oliver  Pomroy,  ^Martin  Kellngg,  Juhn  Chester,  Erancis  Ilanmer,  Sol- 
omon Dunham,  John  Robbins  and  Ilarnabas  Deane.^ 

From  all  of  Avhich,  it  appears  that  "Wetherstiold  was  early  and  wide 
awake  in  the  stirring  events  which  ])receded  the  Upvoliiti-^niirv  strug-de. 
The  town,  also,  was,  at  this  time,  particularly  fortunate  in  the  number 
and  character  of  its  young  men,  and  of  those  who  were  in,  or  entering 
upon  active  middle  life.  Its  leading  men  Avere  in  themselves  a  tower  of 
strength.  There  was  Silas  Deane,  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  that  year  (1774),  a  man  of 
means,  of  education  and  of  acquaintance  with  public  men  and  affairs; 
a  confidant  of  General  Washington  and  ultimately  an  important  factor 
in  the  diplomatic  history  of  the  Ilevolutionary  struggle.  There  was 
Capt.  Ezekiel  Willia:n[s  (a  brother  of  that  William  Williams,  of 
Lebanon,  Conn.,  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence),  who 
occupied  with  much  credit  to  himself,   and  fidelity  to  the  cause,  the 


'The  Plan  of  Association  was  signed  Oct.  20th,  1774,  at  Carpenter's  Hall  Phila- 
delphia, by  delegates  from  twelve  colonies,  and  coiit.iined  fourteen  articles;  the 
eleventh,  referred  to  above,  as  having  been  especially  approved  by  the  Wethers- 
field  Town  Meeting,  12  Dec,  1774.  provided  for  tlie  appointment  of  a  Committee 
in  each  town,  to  "observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons."  and  to  publisli  in  tlie  (Jazette 
the  names  of  all  such  as  should  "violate  the  Association,"  as  "enemies  of  Ameri- 
can Liberty,"  etc.  \\ith  such  a  formidable  detail  of  ol)«ervers  as  were  provided 
by  the  appointment  of  the  above  named  Committee,  Wethersfield  tories.  if  tliere 
were  any,  must  have  had  a  very  slim  chance  to  commit  any  acts  which  were  detri- 
mental to  "tlie  Cause."  There  .seems,  however,  to  ))e  a  tradition  extant,  that  one  such 
(a  stranger)   was  apprehended  and  drummed  out  of  town. 
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office  of  Comniis.sary  of  Prisoners,  for  tlic  Colony,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  War;  and  his  (.-ousin,  Capt.  Elisiia  Williams,  son  of  the 
Rector-Colonel  of  the  same  name,  a  merchant  and  eminently  a  '■man 
of  affairs''  in  town  and  State;  Colonel  John  Chester  (son  of  the  Col. 
John  who  had  died  only  three  years  before),  then  about  25  years  of 
age,  but  with  an  inherited  dignity,  prudence  and  sense  of  cuinnianJ 
which  counted  for  more  than  his  years — and  who  was  in^  comiaand  of 
the  oldest  of  the  four  military  companies  in  the  township — the  Fir-^r, 
or  Broad  Street  Company;  Stkimikx  ]\Iix  ^Mitchell,  an  euergeric 
young  lawyer,  afterwards  a  United  States  Senator  and  Chief  Justice  of 
the  State;  Capt.  Thomas  Bkldex,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  so.m  tc 
become  Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  (Wethersfield)  in  the  impend- 
ing struggle.  Capt.  Wii.i.iam  Griswoi.d,  of  Eocky  Hill,  a  sea  CiU)tain, 
who  was  soon  to  be  found  battling  for  Liberty,  in  his  brig,  the  Mhieriu, 
on  the  high  seas ;  and  to  comi>letc  the  group,  Lieut.  Barnabas  Deaxe, 
who  was,  like  his  brother  Silas,  a  merchant  largely  interested  in  the 
West  India  trade;  and  last,  but  not  least.  Rev.  John  ^Lviish,  then 
recently  installed  in  his  office — a  Harvard  tutor — young,  earnest  and 
burning  with  patriotism.  r>ack  of  these  prominent  figures,  were  banked 
a  com!^u".ity  <:>{  men  and  women  intelligent,  well  educated  (embracing 
no  inconsiderable  number  of  college  students  and  graduates)  ;  and 
thoroughly  in  earnest  in  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Political  Free- 
dom. 

Little  wonder  is  it,  then,  that  its  record  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  forms  one  of  the  brightest  pages  of  Wethersfield's  history. 

The  fight  being  now  "fairly  on"  we  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  arrange 
our  historical  data  under  the  several  years  during  which  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  was  waged. 


Campaign  of  1775. — The  "Lexington  Alarm,"  as  it  was  called,  that 
is,  the  news  of  the  collision,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  between  British 
troops  marching  upon  Concord,  and  the  hastily  gathered  bodies  of 
farmer-soldiers  who  endeavored  to  obstruct  their  passage — acting  like 
flint  struck  upon  tinder,  threw  the  Colonies  into  the  flash  and  fiame 
of  actual  War.  For  months,  the  people  had  been  on  the  qui  virc  of 
expectation  of  some  such  occurrence — and,  with  their  minds  fully  made 
up  as  to  what  they  would  do  in  such  event,  their  action  was  as  sudden 
as  lightning.  '"Prepared,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  such  an  alarm,  a 
large  number  of  able-bodied  n\en  in  Connecticut,  hurried  off  to  !^[a^;a- 
chusetts.     'Marched  for  the  relief  of  Boston'   (as  the  endorsement  of 
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their  company  muster  rolls  reads)  shows  the  extent  of  their  sympa- 
thies and  the  nature  of  the  service  as  they  understood  it.  Tliis  response 
was  not  the  official  act  of  the  Colony,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  an  impromptu 
movement  of  individuals  without  previoiis  organization.  An  'uprising' 
of  armed  men  might  have  partaken  of  a  moh  character;  and  the  mil- 
itia regiments,  as  such,  could  only  be  called  out  by  the  Governor  or 
Legislature.  It  was  rather  a  movement  of  townsmen  marching  under 
their  militia  organizations.  The  gathering  thus  became  orderly,  as 
well  as  spontaneous  and  represented  the  town  spirit  shown  previously 
in  protests  and  resolutions.  It  appears  from  the  records  that,  in  some 
cases,  the  companies  or  trainbands  collected  and  marched  off  imder 
their  officers  without  further  orders ;  in  other  cases,  the  colonels  taking 
the  lead,  called  out  a  certain  nund)er  of  men  and  directed  them  to 
march  forthwith  "  '^  *  in  a  few  cases  companies  were  organized 
for  the  special  service ;  in  addition,  many  individuals,  not  belonging 
to  the  militia,  joined  in  the  march,  either  providing  for  themselves,  or 
going  with  the  companies.'''  Col.  "Williams  of  the  lllli  Kegiment 
sends  out  word  on  the  20th,  "That  it  will  be  expedient  for  every"  man 
to  go  that  is  fit  and  willing"  ;  and  a  letter,  dated  "Wethersfield,  April 
23rd,  describes  the  scene  there  as  follows:  *AV»^  are  all  in  motion  hero 
and  equipt  from  the  Town  yesterday,  100  young  men,  who  cheerfully 
offered  their  services,  2  days  provisions  and  64  rounds  per  man.  They 
are  all  well  armed  and  in  high  spirits.  ]My  brother  has  gone  with  them 
and  others  of  the  first  property.  Our  neighboring  towns  are  all  arm- 
ing and  moving.  Men  of  the  first  character  shoulder  their  arms  and 
march  off  for  the  field  of  action.  We  shall,  by  night,  have  several 
thousands  from  this  Colony  on  their  march  *  *  *  *  W'e  fix  on 
our  Standards  and  Drums  the  Colony  arms,  with  the  motto  ^Qui  trnns- 
tulit  Sustinct'  round  it  in  letters  of  gold,  which  we  construe  thus,  "God, 
who  transplanted  us  hither,  will  support  us.'  " 

In  this  spirit  of  devotion,  some  4,000  men  are  said  to  have  marched 
from  Connecticut  on  the  "Lexington  Alarm."  The  duty  turned  out  to 
be  brief;  indeed,  some  companies  were  turned  back,  by  orders,  from 
Boston,  as  not  being  needed ;  though  even  among  these  there  were  many 
individuals  who  elected  and  were  permitted  to  press  forward  "to  the 
front." 

Naturally,  the  man  to  whom  these  yoimg  "Wethersfield  patriots  turned 
in  this  hour  of  martial  excitement,  was  Capt.  Joiix  Chester,  com- 
manding the  Broad  Street,  or  First  Company  of  the  Sixth  Militia  Regi- 


'  Johnston  Rcc.  of  Services  of  Conn.  Hen  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution — 1889:  p.  4. 
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ment.  Of  honorable  dcsoent  and  social  position,  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
and  with  strong  niilitarv  tfudonoics,  and  an  assured  reputation  for 
prudence  and  wisdom,  tlioiigli  liimsclt"  a  young  man  among  young 
men,  he  becanic  at  once  the  rallying  point  of  those  young  devotoos  of 
patriotism.  Pnnnptly,  when  tho  '"Lexington  Alarm"  reached  Woth- 
ersfield,  -which  must  have  been  (>itluT  by  night  of  the  -0th  or  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  Chester  and  his  men  made  ready,  and  by  the  22d,  he 
was  on  his  way  Boston-wards,  at  the  head  of  porhaj>s  the  largest  and 
certainly  the  best  equipped  and  trained  company  of  volunteers  which 
marched  from  Connecticut.' 


The  Lexington  Alarm  Company  Muster  Roll  (made  up,  with  some 
re-arrangement  of  nam(>s),  as  certifie<l  to,  July  11th,  177.5,  by  Elislia 
Deming,  Levi  I'c^ardman  and  Stephen  Mix  Mitchell,  Selectmen,  is 
as  follows  [the  several  parishes  to  which  these  men  b(donged,  are  des- 
ignated by  the  letter  S.  for  Stepney  and  N.  for  Xewington]  : 


John   Cliester,   C.ipt. 
Martin  Kellop^.  Fir^t  Lieut.   (N.) 
Chester  Welles,  Second   Lieut. 
John    RecU-l^y     Third    T,ieut.     (N.) 
Barnabas    De;<ne,    Ensij,'n. 
Roger   Bull,    Clerk. 
Charles  Butler,  Serg't. 
Thomas  Welles,  Sers't.      (X.) 
Solomon  Sto<l(laril.  Ser.fj't.      iS.) 
William  Warner,   Serg't. 
Hezekiah   Butler,  Corp'l. 
Eliel   Williams,   Corp'l. 
Ebenezer  Dickinson,  Corp'l. 
Benjamin  Catlin,  Corji'l. 
William  Fosilick,  Fifer. 
William   Trjon,   Drummer. 

PRIVATES : 
Amasa  Adams. 
John  Atwood.      (N.) 
Henry  Brown.      (N. ) 


(X.) 


Jonan.    Belden. 
[Jonan.   R.]    r.alch. 
Edward   Brown. 
Georjje  Bra-lly.    CV.) 
Timothy   Brooks. 
Alvin   Bipelow. 
Thomas  Bunce. 
Daniel    Buck. 
Elisha   Belden. 
Samuel  Boardman,   (X.) 
John  Barnes. 
.John    Benton. 
Return  Boardman. 
Elijah   Boardman.      (X.) 
Sam'l.    Boardman,    2d. 
F,no3  Blakeley. 
Benjn.    Beckley.       (X.) 
Soln.    Beekley.       (X.) 
Fran.    Bulkeley. 
Soln.  Buckley. 
Michl.  Brigden. 


'"My  great  aunt,  iliss  Marsh  {daii.  of  Rev.  John  Marsh)  used  to  say  that  30  of 
that  Company  came  from  Rocky  Hill.  The  Sunday  before  they  started  the  Com- 
pany all  went  to  the  old  Wcthersfield  church  and  sat  up  in  the  gallery.  Dr.  Marsh 
preached,  and  every  one  in  the  church  were  in  tears.  Hickey,  of  Wcthersfield,  a 
tall,  fine  looking  Irishman,  was  one  of  Gen.  Washington's  body-guard,  and  was 
concerned  in  the  conspiracy  against  him  in  Xew  York,  in  the  first  of  the  war." — 
Letter  of  Mv<s  R.  E.  Dana,  of  Cambridge,  Mafnt.,  to  Dr.  //.  R.  S.  The  name  Hickey 
does  not  anywhere  appear  on  record  a.s  a  member  of  any  Company  from  Wethers- 
field.    The  nearest  approach  to  it  on  the  rolls  is  that  of  Hinckley. — H.  It.  S. 
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Will.    Crane. 

Nath'l.  Coleman. 

Joshua    Cone. 

James  Clark. 

Daniel   Curtis. 

Zadock   Coleman. 

James  Cam]).    (  N.) 

Josiah   Doming. 

Aaron  Deminj;. 

Dan'l.   Demin;,'.      (X.) 

Leon.   Deniint,'. 

Rich.    Deming. 

Leon.  Dix. 

Joseph  Doilge. 

Elisha   Dix. 

Jonathan  Dallapy. 

Levi   Dickinson. 

David  Dimock. 

Sam.  Davis.      (N.) 

Sol.  Dunham. 

Ja3.    Francis.      (X.) 

Simon   Orillin. 

John  Goodricli.      (X.) 

Constant  (iriswold. 

Ozias  Goodrich. 

Will    Gri.-.\vold. 

Asa  Hills. 

Enos  Hiinn.      (X.) 

John   Jackson. 

David   Kinjr. 

Jas.  Knowles. 

Phineas    Kellngj:.       (X.) 

Will  Kelscy.      (X.) 

Moses    Kelsey.       ( X. ) 

Tim.   Kilbourn.      (X.) 

Rich.   Montague. 

Seth.  Montague. 

Hez.   ilay. 

Benj.  Morton. 


Chas.    Xott. 

Selah    Xorth.       (N.) 

Oliver   Pomeroy.      (S.) 

Ackley  Riley.     (S.) 

Jacob  Uash. 

Joseph   Khoads.      [Rhodes] 

Nath'l.  Uu>sell. 

Th03.  Russell. 

Oliver  Robbins. 

Joseph  Stillnian. 

Nath'l  Sanborn. 

Gersliom    Smith. 

John  Scripture. 

Jas.  Stanley.      (X.) 

Eben.  Stoddard.      (X.) 

Ashbel  Seymour. 

David  Stoddard. 

Enoch  Stoddanl. 

Jonath.   Stoddard. 

Eli  Stoddard.      (X.) 

Eben.    Sanford. 

Chas.  Treat. 

Ashbel   Wright 

Rob.  Warmr. 

Benj.   Weston 

Joseph  Wri-M.     (X.) 

Josiah    Welles. 

John   Woodhouse. 

Sol.  Williams. 

I.em.  Webster.      (X.) 

David  Wolcott.      (X.) 

Zion  Went  worth.      (X.) 

Tim.  White. 

Amos   Andnis  Webster.      (X.) 

Lsrael   Williams. 

Sol.  Wolcott. 

Sam.    Whitmore. 

Timon    (Negro). 


(X.) 
(X.) 
(X.) 
(X.) 


(X.) 


This  companv  of  101  privates,  with  their  officers,  were  volunteers 
taken  from  all  the  train  band  companies  in  the  township.  They  were  all 
in  the  service  for  ..ix  days,  except  Tim.  Kilbourn,  Ackley  Riley,  Oliver 
Pomerov,  Daniel  Buck,  "and  four  others,"  who  were  each  one  day  in 
service."  The  amount  reimbursed  to  the  Town,  by  the  Colony,  for  the 
expense  of  this  expedition  was  £150,  2s.,  11  d. 

In  the  verv  first  conquest  made  by  the  patriots  in  (or,  m  fact,  pre- 
ceding) the  Revolution,  viz. :     that  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Ticonderoj^-a 
May  10    ITT.K  bv  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  but  for  the  assistance  of  citizens  of 
Wethersfield,  miglit  not  have  attained  the  success  which  brought  bim 
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SO  conspicuously  into  notice.  Tin-  phm  fur  that  ontcrprisc,  as  has  boon 
conchisivcly  shown  l.y  the  hito  Jnhn  Ilannaon.l  TniMil.ull,'  was  funned 
in  Hartford  hy  Col.  Samuel  JI.  Parsons,  nf  .Mid.ll.'tnwn  ;  Col.  Samuel 
Wyllys  of  Hartford,  and  Sn..vs  I)i:.vm-:,  „f  \Vctln-i:<!ficl<l.  Mr.  Dcane 
advanced  the  sum  of  i::;s()  to  Capt.  Kli.-lia  Phc'li>s,  eommissary  of  the 
e.xpedition,  for  its  expenses,  and  his  brother  Bakx.vu.vs  Dk.vxe  also 
disbursed  money  from  his  own  means  for  the  same  purpose,  besides 
rendering  vari(;us  services,  in\dlviui;-  tim.\  travel  and  inonoy,  in  con- 
nection with  the  capture  am!  possession  of  that  important  f(n-tre>s ;' 
while  Capt.  Ezkkiki.  Williams  (^whom  wo  have  jirev  iously  noted  as 
moderator  of  several  important  Town  ^leerini^s  at  this  period)  was 
one  of  six  signers  of  a  note  for  £."^00  to  be  used  for  the  furtheranct-  of 
the  same  expedition.  There  w(M-e  47  prisoners  ca])tured  at  '"Fcprt  Ti," 
exclusive  of  ^laj.  Skene,  tiie  Dritish  commaiulant  an<l  his  officers; 
and  these  were  "billeted"  amon^-  the  people  of  Hartford  and  "Wethers- 
field.  ^Ir.  "Williams  was  at  this  time,  one  of  the  three  members  of 
the  Colonial  Connnitree  of  the  Pay  Table;  and  had  the  personal  charire 
of  some,  if  not  all  of  the  prisoner.^  at  W'etherstield ;  he  was,  later. 
Deputy  Commissary  of  Prisoners  for  the  Colony.  His  prisoners  were 
allowed,  and  some  of  them  embraced  the  opportunitv.  to  atteiul  divine 
service  at  Dr.  ^[arsh's  Clmn-li.  .TusLrn  Wlhr.  tanner  and  merchant. 
and  a  brother  of  Col.  Samuel  V>.  "Webb,  was  also  particularly  uxful 
in  the  Commi'^sariat  fur  the  supply  of  uar  inatcrinl? 


^Expedition  Aonim^t  Ticondcrnijn  iThr),  The  Oii^rin  of  the  KxpfMlitinn  a|Lrain-;t 
Ticonderoya  in   177").     P>y  J.  H.  TnniiUulI,  8  vo.,  p.ipor,  j)]).   l.'i. 

Fifty  copies  printed    (privately).     Harlfurd,  18G9. 

'An  Account  of  Monies  ailranrcfl  out  of  Piiblick  Trvn.<ttn)f  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, towanl  the  expense  of  taking  possession  of  the  Fortress  of  Tieondero^a 
and  Posts  ailjacent,  and  holding,'  the  same  previous  to  Gen.  Schuyler's  taking  the 
command,  and  of  dispu..inir  of  and  supportinj.'  tlie  prisoners  hrouglit  from  tiierc. — 
See  Rev.  War,  Vol.  Ill,  St<itr  Ir'Ao.^. 
To  Silas  Deane,  Escp..  and  otlicrs  to  furnish  those  iiiat  umlertook 

the  Ticon<lero;,'a  Enterprise  to  secure  that  Fortress £.180 

To  Barnahas  Deane,  jiis  Bill  for  Monies  dislnirscd £-»,,").«.  4'!.'/. 

To  Ezekiel  Williams,  .Sr.,  Committee  to  improve  in  luovidincr  for  Prisoners .    £51,   14.t. 

To  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  Committee  to  order  Prismurs £fi.-),  00  00 

— Record  of  Scnirc  of  Conn.  Mem.  in  Wnr  of  Itecolulion.  p.  32. 

Barnahas  Deane  of  Wethersfielil  is  mentioned  as  among  those  who  rendered 
Tarious  service  at  or  after  the  Capture  of  Tieonderoga,  viz.:  "20  days'  service  in 
going  to  Crown  Point  and  Ty.  to  assist  in  supporting  and  Reinforcing  the  fJarrison 
therein  and  sending  up  Provisions  v'i.c..  in  company  with  Cul.  Welles  and  Purlnr. 
before  June  Gth." — Record  of  Service  of  Conn.  Mem.  in  War  of  Revolution,  p.  31. 

'Joseph  Wehh  petitioned  the  Gen.  .Assembly  at  its  .\pril  (Special)  sessions, 
this  year,  for  leave  to  export  20  head  of  cattle,  80  1)1>1<.  of  Pork  A;e.,  on  liis  schooner 
The  Fox,   commanded   bv  James  Mitclicll,   to   the   Wc>st    hulies,   notvvitiistanding   the 


MUSTER     ROLL,     Otli     Ci:)MHANY     ,  WETHER.>inELD.i  -+09 

The  General  Assmibly  haviii;r.  at  a  special  session,  in  April,  1775, 
ordered  six  regiments  cf  volunteers  to  he  rai-ed  out  of  t!ie  22  regiments 
then  existing  in  the  C'ol.niy,  Wether.^ti.-ld  had  a  new  opportunitv  to 
assist  in  the-  armed  contest  now  at  hand. 

Of  these  new  regiments,  tlie  Second  (G.-n.  Joseph  Spencer's)  was 
recruited  mainly  in  .Mid.Uoex  G.Hiniy  and  Eastern  Connecticut,  and 
its  9th  Company,  under  cnnunan.l  of  Capt.  John  Chester  of  Wethers- 
field,  comprised"  lOlt  men,  including  ..:r..-rr:-.  and  was  almost  wholly 
composed  of  his  fidlow  mwusmen  and  a-^.viates.^  In  personal  char- 
acter, complete  equipment  and  soldierly  dei-rtment  it  was  conceded  to 
be  the  elite  corps  of  the  provincial  army  which  now  tw.k  the  field.' 

The  Sixth  Connecticut  (Militia)  ncjinict.  by  :May  1st,  marching 
by  companies  to  tlio  cnmps  an-un.l  H.^smn.  t.-k  post  at  Roxhury  and 
served  during  the  Siege  of  I'.ostou  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of 
ser\'ice  in  December,  1775.  Details  of  its  onicers  and  men  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17th,  and  in  Arnold's  Que- 
bec Campaign,  Septemher-Deeend.er,  177:>.  Ir  was  adopted  as  a  Con- 
tinental regiment  in  July.  '75;  an.l  was  re-.rganized  for  service  in 
1770,  uiuler  Col.  Wyllys. 

The  :Muster  Koll  of  this  Dth  Company  Capr.  Chester.  (Wethersfield), 
of  this  Second  Regiment,  while  before  Bost-.n  was  as  follows: 

John  Chester.  Esq..  Captain,  Cuniniissioned  May  1.  at  Danker  Hill. 

Samuel  B.  Webb,  Lieut.,  C'oniniissioned  -May  1.  at  Bur.ker  Hill. 

Ebenezer  Huntinj^ton,  Lieut,    (of  Norwich). 

Stephen  Onodrich.  Lieut.,  Commissioned  :May    1.  at   Bunker  Hill. 

Charles   Butler    (N.),  Ensign.  Commissioned  May   l^t.  at   Bunker  Hiil. 

Ashbel  Seymour  (X.),  Serjr't.  enlisted  :May  19:  discharL:e<l  Oct.  17th. 

Phineas  Grover,  enlisted  May  ."J:  discliarEred  Dee.  IT. 

Benjamin   Catlin.   enliste<l   May    0:    dic!iar^'o<l    Sopt.    'X 

Daniel  Curtis,  enlisted  May  10;  dischar;:ed  Dec.  17. 

James  Knowles,  enlisted  :May  10:  discharjred  Sept.   10. 

William  Tryon,  enlisted  May  0:  Corp'l  until  Oct.  20:  ^ercr't  till  Dec.  iO. 

Joseph  Miller.  Corp'l.  enlisted  May  15;  dischar-ed  Deo.  17. 

Abraham   McDavell,   Corp'l,  enlisted  'Slav  3:    discharged   Dec.   10. 

Joseph  Andrus   (N.),  Corp'l,  enlisted  IMay  11:   discharged  Dec.  17. 

John  Benton.  Corp'l,  enlisted  :May  10:  private  till  Oct.  20:  then  Cap.  to  Dec.   17. 

John  Russell,  Drummer,  enlisted  May  0 :   discharged  .-ept.  0. 


Embargo.  The  permission  was  granted— the  object  of  Mr.  Webb"?  venture  being 
probabh-.  to  exchange  his  cargo  for  salt— a  commo^iity  then  in  much  request  in 
the  colonies. 

»By  permission  of  the  Gen.  Assembly,  at  its  May  session.  1775.  'Capt.  Chester 
was  granted  leave  to  retain  the  five  men  he  had  enlisteii  in  excess  of  his  quota." 

•"Bv  far  the  most  accomplished  body  of  men  in  the  American  Army" — see 
Frothingham's  iSic<7C  of  Boston;  Humphrey's  Life  of  Putnam,  etc. 


440 


HISTORY    OF     AN(;IICNT    WKTUKKSKIK.LD. 


\Vm.  Tryon,   DrurimuT,  "'iilistcd  May   10;   ilischnru"''!   Dec.    10. 

Wm.  Williams,  FiftT,  cnlisti'd  May  23;  (lied  July  30. 

W'm.  Fosdick,  Fifur,  enlisited  ^lay   12;    discharged  Dec.   17.      /" 

PRIVATES. 
Asahel  Andnis. 

Ashbel  \\ri;;ht.  pnlistcd   May  2() ;   disrliar<,'(Ml  (3ct.   10. 
Jared  Brinr-o,  enlisted   .M;iy   12:    discharffod   Dec.    17. 
John  Allyn,  enlisted  May    12:    nr'\er  joined. 
Mieal   Barce,  enlisted  May    l.'J;    (liscliar!,'ed   July  5. 
Jonath.  lialch,  enlisted  May  11;  dischar;;ed  Dec.  17. 
Lsauc   Bidwell,   cnliste<l    May   8;    diseharjjed    Nov.    10. 
Enos  Blackely,  enlisted  .May   12;   dischai<,'ed  Nov.  8. 
Abraham   Blin,   enlistrd   May    1."!:    disehar^red   Sej)!.    13. 
Hezckiah   Blin,  enlisted  May   l.'i:   <liscliari.'pd  Oct.  2.'). 
Seth   Boanlnian,  enlisted  May  i);   disehar^^cd   Dec.    17. 
Samuel   13oardman    (X.),  enlisted  May   1,5;   diseliarfied  Oct.   12. 
Jonathan  Bevvers   (X.),  enli.sted  May  12;  disehnrpred  Dec.  4. 
Timothy  Brooks   (X.),  enlisted  May  11;  disehar^red  Dec.  10. 
Levy  Brooks  (N.),  enlisted  May  8;  discliarrjed  Dec.  17. 
Thomas  Brooks   (X.),  eslistcd  ilay  0;  discharf;ed  Dec.  17. 
Edward  Brown,  enlisted   May  0:   dischar;;ed  Oct.    19. 
Francis   Bulkley,   enlisted   May    12;    discharged   Dec.    17. 
James  Burnham,  enlisted  .May  11;  discharged  Dec.  7. 
Orrin   Burnham,  enlisted  May   lo:   disclianicd   Dec.    17. 
John   Bullcr,  enlisted  May   l.S;   discharged   Dec.    17. 
James  McClean,  enlisted  May  8;  discharged  Dec.  7. 
Gideon  Cole,  enlisted  May  8:   discharged  Dec.   10. 
Nath'l  Coleman,  enlisted  May  12:  discharged  Sept.   12. 
William  Crane,  enlisted  May  8;  deserted  Dec.  1. — See  p.  513. 
Joseph  Crane,  enlisted  May  ."i ;  discharged  Dee.   17. 
Thos.  Criily   (?),  enlisted  May  I.t;  discharged  Dec.  17. 
John  Dallaber,  enlisted  May  10;  discharged  Dec.  10.' 
Samuel  Davies    (X*.),  enlisted  May  U;   discharged  Dec.   10. 
Samuel   Delling    (?),   enlisted   May  8;   discharged   Dec.    1. 
Daniel  Deming    (X.),  enlisted  May   1.5;   discharged  Dec.   17. 
Leonard  Dicks   (Dix)    (X'.),  enlisted  May  ir»;  discharged  Dec.  17. 
Seth  Paddy,  enlisted  May   11;  discharged  Dec.   10. 
Benj.  Evans,  enlisted  May  8;   discharged  Dec.   10. 
Eliphalet   Flint,   enlisted   ^lay  0;    (lischarged   Dec.    17. 
Simeon  Fox,  enlisted  May  3:   discharged  Dec.  10. 
Roger  Fox,  enlisted  May  8;  killed  in  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17. 
James  Francis   (X'.),  enlisted  ^May  15;  discharged  Dec.  17. 
Abner  Fuller,  enlisted  May  12;  never  joined. 
Jacob  Gibbs,  enlisted  .May  10;  died  Xov,  24. 
Jonas  Clark  Gibbs,  enlisted  !May  10;   discliarged  Dec.    17. 
Isaac  Gooilrich,  enlisted  May  l.i;  discharged  Dec.    17. 
Hosea  Goodrich,  enlisted  May  11;   discharged  Oct.  21.  '' 

Ozia.s   Goodrich,   enlisted   ^lay    12;    discharged   Dec.    17. 


'Dallibier  (sometimes  spelled  Dallapy),  was  probably  of  Huguenot  extraction, 
and  in  France  the  name  was  de  I'Epee;  now  Delliber.  Poss.,  also,  Dolliver  is  a 
corrupted  form  of  same  name. 


MUSTER    ROLL.    Oxh    COMPANY    (WETHERSFIELD).  44  ^ 

Elizur  Goodrich,  cnlistpd  May  15;  di -elm reed  Dc-c.  10. 
Azariah  Grant,  enlisted  .May  !>;  dir-char^'cd  Doc.   10. 
Content  (iriswold,  ciilistod   .May   12:   di-charfrt'd  Dec.   17.     / 
Thomas  HiiickUy,  rnlist.-.l  May  il;   discharL'cd  Doc.   10. 
Asahel  Hills,  t-nlisted  -May  10;  discliarj:cd  Di-c.  10. 
Anson  IIolli>t(T,  enlisted  May  (J;   di-^charL'cd  Dec.   17. 
Elijali  IIolli>tcr,  enlisted  May  8:   di~(har--'<I   Dec.   17. 
Thomas  Holmes,  enlisted  May   15;  di>cliar;.'e.l  Dec.  17. 
Thomas  Ho.,kins    (?).  enlisted  May  <J ;   deserted  Aug.   1. 
Eli  Hiirllnirt.  enlisted  May  15;  di^-ehartred  Oct.   17. 
Silas  Hurlburt,  enlisted  May   11;   di.-iliarL'cd  Oct.   16. 
John  Jackson,  enlisted  May  8;   died  Sept.  28. 

Seth  Kilbourn   (N. ),  enlisted  May  15;  dischar?ed  Nov.  21. 

Christopher  Kilby,  enlisted  May  9;  dischar^'cd  Dec.  17. 
David  Kin^',  enlisted  May  11:  dischar^red  Dec.  17. 
Asa  Lovelanil,  enlisteil  .May  8;   died  Oct.  24. 

Abisha  Marks    (X.),  enlisted  ilay  11;   di'^char?ed  Dec.   17. 
Hez.  Mackey,  enlisted  .May   12;   discharged  Dec.   17. 
John  Miller   (?),  enlisted  May  5;  di-char-ed  Dec.  17. 

Joseph  Millar,  enlisted  May  C:   di-cliari:id  Dec.   17. 

Jno.  Miner,  enlisted  May  8;  discharged  Xov.  0. 

James  Murphy,  enlisted  May   13;   <lischarged  Dec.   17. 

Elihu   Phelps,   enlisted   May    10;    di.-charL'ecl   Dec.    10.  ■     •        ■  ' 

Benoni  Powell,  enlisted  May  11:  died  Xov.  4. 

Jacob  Rash,  enlisted  May   15;  discharircd  Doc.   17. 

Oliver  Tvavinond,  enlisted  May  5:   di=char;red  Dec.   17. 

Frederick   Uol)bins.  enlisted  May   12:  di>charfred  Sept.   17. 

William  Koulandson.  enlisted  ^May  11;  di.d  in  prison,  Boston. 

Joseph  Rowlandson.  enlisted  May  10:  discharfjcd  Oct.  24. 

Steph.  Sabins.  enlisted  :May  8;  died  June  30. 

Moses  Scott,  enlisted  May  S;  discharL'ed  Dec.  1. 

Reuben  Sherman,  enlisted  ^May  6;  discharged  Dec.  10. 

Gershom  Smith,  enlisted  May  10;  killed  June  17. 

Epaphras  Stevens,  enlisted  May   10;   discharged  Dec.   17. 

Hez.  Stocking,  enlisted  :May  4;   discharged  Dec.   10. 

Enoch  Stoddard    (X'),  enlisted  May  12:   discharged  Oct.   18. 

David  Stoddard    (X.),  enlisted  May   15:   discharged  Dec.   17. 

Lawrence  Sullivan,  enlisted  :May  13;  discharged  Dec.   10;  prisoner. 

Ashbel  Taylor,  enlisted  May  0;  discharged  Dec.   17. 

Charles  Treat,  enlisted  May  12;  discliarged  Dec.  17. 

Elias  Weare,  enlisted  May  8;  discharged  Dec.  7. 

William  Weare,  enlisted  May  8:  discharged  Dec.  17. 

Josiah  Wells,  enlisted  :klay   12;   discharged  Dec.   10. 

Zion  Wentworth   (X'.),  enlisted  May  15;  discharged  Dec.  7. 

Elizur  Wright,  enlisted  May  13:  discharged  Dec.  17. 

Waitstill  Dickinson,  enlisted  Oct.  20;  discharged  Xov.  30. 

It  will  be  seen  that  some  of  this  company  were  from  other  towns 
than  "Wethcr.sficld.  Lieut.  Ebkxezkr  IIcxtixgtox  was  the  son  of 
Gen.  Jabez  Iluntinjzton.  and  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out  was  a 
student  at  Yale  College.  The  news  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington  practic- 
ally suspended  the  operations  of  that  institution  and  students  began  to 
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leave  hastilv  for  tlioir  homes  and  "the  war."  Among  these,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  young  Huntington,  failing  to  get  the  desired  per- 
mission to  leave  from  the  College  authorities,  decampc<l  over  night — 
not  to  Xorwich,  his  home,  hut  to  the  recruiting  station  at  Wethers- 
field,  where  lived  his  hrothor-in-law,  Capt.  Chester,  in  whose  company 
he  was  speedily  enlisted  (  tlius  commencing  a  military  career  whicli 
culminated  in  an  iioiioralily  \\nn  Ijrigadier-ireneral's  commission)  and 
pushed  on  to  the  front  at  Boston,  wliither  his  brother  Jedidiah, 
had  preceded  him  to  the  seat  of  war. 

Capt.  Chester  himself  was,  at  this  time,  but  twenty-six  years  old; 
and  his  first  Lieutenant  Saml'Kl  B.  Webb  Avas  but  twenty-two  \'ear3 
of  age,  though  (probably  through  the  influence  of  his  step-father,  Silas 
Deane,  Esq.,  as  well  as  his  own  merits)  soon  to  become  an  aide-de-camp 
to  Gen.  Wasliington,  with  a  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  general. 

It  is  a  noteworthly  fact  tliat  no  less  than  five  memliers  of  the  Guodimcii 
family  were  in  this  company  at  Ihmker  Hill,  but  it  is  no  more  than 
might  have  been  expected,  when  we  recall  the  earlier  military  record  of 
this  remarkable  stock  of  French  and  Indian  War  Fighters.  The  two 
RowLANDSoxs  wcrc  descendants  of  the  Tlev,  Jo.seph  Ivowlandson,  a  for- 
mer pastui  at  Wethorsfield,  whose  wife  and  dilldrcu  had  been  ''cap- 
tivated" by  the  Indians  in  the  preceding  century;  and  others  on  this 
muster  roll  were  the  sons  of  those  who  had  braved  death  and  disaster 
on  many  a  forest  trail  in  the  Old  French  Wars. 

The  Weill  CIS  field  Cumpnny  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Capt. 
Chester  and  his  company  were  at  this  time  quartei'ed  in  Hoxbury  and 
this  is  his  account  of  their  share  in  that  action,  in  a  letter,  dated  22 
June,  1775,  to  his  home — the  last  part  of  which  document  is  un- 
fortimately  lost :  "Just  after  dinner,  on  Saturday,  7th  ult.,  I  was 
walking  out  from  my  lodgings,  quite  calm  and  composed,  and  all  at 
once  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  bells  rang,  and  a  great  noise  in 
Cambridge.  Capt.  Putnam  came  by  on  full  gallop.  '"\Miat  is  the  mat- 
ter V  says  I.  'Have  you  not  heard  V  'Xo.'  '^^Iiv  the  regulars  are 
landing  at  Charleston,'  says  he,  'and  father  [Gen.  Putnam]  says  you 
must  all  meet  and  march  immediately  to  Bunker  Hill  to  oppose  the 
enemy.'  I  waited  not,  but  ran  and  got  my  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
hasted  to  my  company  (who  Avere  in  the  Church  for  barracks)  and 
found  them  nearly  ready  to  march.  We  soon  marched,  with  our  frocks 
and  trousers  on  over  our  other  clothes  (for  our  company  is  in  uniform, 
wholly  blue,  turned  up  with  red)  for  we  were  loath  to  expose  ourselves 
by  our  dress,  and  down  we  marched.     I  imagine  we  arrived  at  the  hill 
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near  the  close  of  tlio  battle  *  *  *  "We  were  very  soon  in  the  heat 
of  action.  Before  we  reacliod  the  smnniit  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  while 
we  were  going  over  the  Xeck,  we  wen>  in  imminent  danger  for  the 
cannon  shot,  which  buzzed  around  ns  like  hail.  The  musketry  began 
before  we  passed  the  Neck,  ami  when  we  were  .t  the  to})  of  the  hill 
and  during  our  denccnt  U>  the  fdot  of  it  on  the  South,  the  small  as  well 
as  cannon  shot  were  incessantly  whistling  by  us.  We  joined  our 
army  on  the  right  <if  the  centre,  just  by  a  poor  stone  fence,  two  or 
three  feet  high,  and  very  thin,  so  that  the  bulhits  came  through.  Here 
we  lost  our  regularity,  as  every  com})any  liad  done  before  us,  and  fought 
as  they  did,  every  man  loading  and  tiring  as  fast  as  he  could.  As  near 
as  I  could  guess,  we  fought  standing  about  six  nunutes." 

Fortunately,  also,  we  have  another  account  of  this  initial  battle  of  the 
Revolution,  in  a  joint  letter,'  written  from  Canibridge  by  Capt.  Ches- 
ter and  his  gallant  lieut<'nant  (afterwards  Col.  and  Bvt.  Brigadier 
General)  Samuel  Blatchley  Webb,  and  addressed  to  the  brother  of 
the  latter.      Capt.  Chester  api)ears  to  have  commenced  the  letter. 

"Cambridge,  June  1!),  1775.    ^Moiulay  morn.  9  o'clock. 

My  deal  Brothei  : 

The  Horrors  and  Devastations  of  War  now  begin  to  appear  with  us 
in  Earnest.  The  Generals  [/.  c,  the  general  details]  of  the  late  engage- 
ment and  present  manoeuvers,  you  will  doubtless  hear  before  this  can 
possibly  reach  you.  Howe\er,  as  yoti  may  he  in  some  doubt,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  give  you  some  particulars  which  I  hope  may  not  be  dis- 
agi'eeable,  tho'  it  may  be  repeating.  Know  then  that  last  Friday  after- 
noon orders  were  issued  for  about  ISOO  of  the  province  [i.  c,  !Massa- 
chusetts  Province  or  Colony]  men  and  200  of  Connecticut  men  to 
parade  themselves  at  6  o'clock,  with  one  day's  provisions,  Blankets,  etc., 
and  then  to  receive  their  Order  (nearly  the  same  orders  in  Box- 
bury  Camp  also.)  Xear  9  o'clock  they  marched  (with  Intrenching 
tools  in  carts  by  their  side")  over  Winter's  Hill  in  Charleston  and 
passed  the  intrenchmcnts  the  Bogulars  began  when  they  retreated  from 
Concord  and  went  to  intrenching  on  Bunker's  Hill  which  is  nearer  the 
water,  &  Castle  iSr  Shipping.  Here  they  worked  most  notably  and  had  a 
very  fine  fortification  which  the  enemy  never  knew  till  morn.  Then 
they  [the  British]  be^an  a  most  heavy  fire  from  the  Cop's  Hill  near 
Dr.  Cutler's  Church,  vi:  from  all  the  ships  that  could  play,  continued 


^  Corrcxpondcnrc  and  .Joiirnnla  of  Sfamurl  Blatrhlcij  Wchb,  Collected  and  Arranged 
by  Washington  Chauncoy  Ford,  3  Vols.,  New  York,  1893.     This  extract  from  Vol.  I. 
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until  near  night.  About  one  o'clock,  P.  ^I.  we  tliat  were  at  Cam- 
bridge heard  that  the  regulars  wore  Landing  from  their  Floating  Bat- 
terys,  i:  the  alann  was  sounded  tS:  we  ordered  to  march  directly  dowTi 
to  the  Fort  at  Charh'ston.  Before  our  Company  coiild  possibly  get 
there  the  battle  had  l)o::un  in  earnest,  and  Cannon  and  ^lusket  Balls 
were  flying  about  oiir  ears  like  hail,  and  a  hotte.  fire  you  can  have 
no  Idea  of.  Our  men  wore  in  higli  ppirit>.  Your  Bro""  and  I  led  them 
&  they  kept  thoir  Orilcr  very  finely  2  ic  2" 

[Here  Lieut.  Webb  takes  up  the  story.] 

!^^J  dear  Brother.  You  will  see  by  this  the  amazing  hurry  we  are  in. 
Capt.  Chester  is  call'd  of[f]  and  begs  me  to  go  on  with  this  letter, 
which  I'll  endeavor  to  do — tho'  if  it  appears  incorrect  and  uncon- 
nected you  must  make  proper  allowance.  After  the  Alarm,  on  our 
March  down  we  met  many  of  our  worthy  friends  wounded,  sweltering 
in  their  Blood — carried  on  the  Shoulders  of  their  fellow  Soldiers- 
judge  you  what  must  be  our  feelings  at  this  shocking  Spectacle,  the 
orders  were  'press  on,  press  on,' — our  Brethren  are  suffering  and  will 
soon  be  cut  off" — we  presse<l  on,  and  came  into  the  field  of  Battle — 
Thro'  tiie  Cannonading  of  the  Ships,  Bomb'*,  Chain  Shot,  Ring  Shot  o: 
Double  headed  Shot  fiew  as  thick  as  Hail  Stones — but  thank  Heaven 
few  of  our  men  suffered  by  them,  but  when  we  mounted  the  Sunmiit, 
where  the  Engagement  was, — Good  God,  how  the  Balls  flew.  I  freely 
Acknowledge  I  never  had  such  a  tremor  come  over  me  before.  We 
descended  the  Hill  into  the  field  of  Battle,'  and  began  our  fire  very 
Briskly.  The  liegulars  fell  in  great  plenty,  but  to  do  them  justice  they 
keep  a  front  and  stood  their  ground  nobly, — twice  before  this  time  they 
gave  way, — but  not  long  before  we  saw  numbers  mounting  the  walls 
of  our  Fort,  on  which  our  men  in  the  Fort  were  ordered  to  fire  and 
make  a  swift  Tietreat — we  covered  their  Betreat  till  they  came  up 
with  us  by  a  Brisk  fire  from  our  small  arms, — the  dead  and  wounded 
lay  on  every  side  of  me,  their  Groans  were  piercing  indeed,  tho'  long 
before  this  time  I  believe  the  fear  of  death  had  quitted  every  Breast 
— they  now  had  possession  of  our  Fort  «S:  four  field  pieces, — and  by 
much  the  advantage  of  the  Ground, — and  to  toll  you  the  truth, — our 
Reinforcements  belonging  to  this  Province   [^Massachusetts]    very  few 


'Of  this  point  in  their  rnlorinfr  upon  the  scene  of  action,  Lieut.  Webb,  in  .inother 
letter  to  his  home,  writes:  "For  my  part,  I  confess,  when  I  was  dosoendint;  into 
the  Valley,  from  off  Bunker  Hill,  side  by  side  of  Cajit.  Chester,  at  the  head  of  our 
Company,  I  had  no  more  thought  of  ever  risinfr  the  hill  af,'ain  than  I  liad  of-  as- 
cending to  Heaven,  as  Elijah  did,  soul  and  body  together." 
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of  them  came  into  the  fi.lJ-but  lay  skulking  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Hill.      Our  orders  then  cuine  to  make  the  best  Retreat  we  coulcl,- 
we   set   oflF    almost   gone    with    fatigue,    and    Ran   very    fast    up    Uie 
Hill,  leaving  some  of  our  Dead  and   Wounded   in  the  field- we  Re- 
treated over  Charleston  Neck,  thro'  the  thickest  of  the  Slnps   fire  -here 
some  principle  Officers  fell  by  Cannon  k  Don.bs.   -after  we  had  got 
out  of  the  Ships'  fire  under  the  evert  of  a  Kill-,  near  another     n- 
trenchment  of  ours,   we   again   Rallied    an.l   lined   every   part   of   the 
Road  and  fields-here  we  were  Determined  to  Die  or  Coiiquer  it    hey 
ventured  over  the  Xeek,-but  it  grew  dark,  and  we  saw  them  pitolung 
Tents,-we  retired  to  our  Intrenchments  .^  lay  on  our  arms  all  night, 
-keeping  vast   numbers   of  our   Troops   out   on   Scouting   P^^ties,- 
they    [the    British]    keep    up    a    constant    fire    from   the    Ships    and 
floating  Batteries  all  Xight,-but  few  oi  them  R.>ach  d  i.      but  alas 
bow  Dismal  was  the  Sight  to  see  the  Beautiful  &  \  aluable  To.n  of 
Charleston  all  in  Flames,  and  now  behold  it  a  heap  of  Ruins-with 
nothing  Stan.ling  but  a  heap  of  Chimneys,-which  by  the  way  remains 
an   Everlasting    Monument    of    British    Cruelty    and    Barbarity-thi. 
Battle-tho'  we  lost  it,-cannot  but  do  Honor  to  us-for  we  fought 
with  less  luunbers-and  tho'   they   once   or   twice   .ilmo^st   surrounded 
the  Fort,  we  secured  their  Retreat,-but  alas  in  the  Fort  fell  some 
Brave  Fellows-among  the  unhappy  number  was  our  worthy   friend 
Dr    Warren,  alas  he  is  no  more,-he  fell  in  his  Country  s  Cause,- 
and  fought  with  the  Bravery  .,f  an  Ancient  Roman    they  are  in  pos- 
eession  of  his  Bodv  and  no  doubt  will  rejoice  greatly  over  it,- After 
they  entered  our  Fort  they  mangled  the  wounded  in  a  most  horrid  man- 
ner -by  running;  their  Bayonets  thro'  them,-and  beating  their  Heads 
to  pieces  with  the  Britch's  of  their  Guns.     In  this  Bloody  Engagement 
we  have  lost  William  Rowlandsou,   Roger  Fox,  Gershoin  Smith  and 
Lawrence  Sullivan,-who  we  suppose  fell  (at  least  their  Bodyes)   into 
the  hands  of  the  Enemy-their  souls  we  hope  in  the  ^appy  Regions 
of    Bliss,    Wounded,    Daniel    Deming,    Samuel    Dellmg     [D.  lings  .J 
Epaphras  Stevens  ^'  Constant  Griswold,-none  of  them  Mortally,-are 
in  a  fair  wav,  and  likely  to  Recover,-to  give  you  the  exact  number 
of  the  whol/of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  impossible,-Opinions  are 
various-and  no  returns  yet  made  to  the  Council  of  War-but  the  best 
I  can  find  out  is  about  120  of  our  men  killed  and  wounded,  perhaps 
there  may  be  double  that  number,-!  cannot  say,-a  few  days  we  shall 
know  exactly,-^f   the   Regulars   I    doubt   not    there   are   many    more 
lost  than  of  ours-the  truth  of  their  numbers  'tis  not  probable  we  shall 
know,-the  King's  troops  to  the  number  of  2   or  3,000  are  now  en- 
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camped  on  the  same  Hill  they  were  after  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  have 
twenty  field  pieces  with  thcni,  and  lie  under  the  Protection  of  the 
ships — our  grand  Fortification  is  on  prospect  Hill, — within  a  mile  and 
a  half  of  theirs — we  have  ahout  three  thousand  men  in  it  &  2-12 
Pounders,  2-9  Do,  2-24  p"".  &  G-6  pounders — here  wc  mean  to  make 
a  stand, — should  they  prove  victorious  (which  Heaven  forbid)  and  get 
possession  of  this  Kill, — we  must  retire  before  *hem  &  leave  Cam- 
bridge to  the  Destruction  of  those  merciless  Dogs — but  Heaven  we 
trust  will  appear  on  our  side, — and  sure  I  am  many  thousands  of  us 
must  fall  before  we  flee  from  them. — Gage  has  said  that  the  IDth  of 
Jime  should  be  nuide  as  meruorable  as  the  19th  of  April  is — this  is 
the  day,  and  I  assure  you  we  are  properly  on  o\ir  Guard. 
[Here  endeth  Lieut.  Webb,  and  Capt.  Chester  resumes.] 

"Monday,  11  o'clock. 

"I  have  one  moment's  Leisure  again  to  Continue  my  Scrawl.  Yes- 
terday we  had  aimther  Alarm  &  I  wish  it  had  not  been  a  false  one  as 
it  prov'd.  Our  men  were  ^[arching  Down  in  nmch  P>etter  Order  & 
better  Spirits,  for  Prospect  (alias  Spectacle)  Hill.  We  heard  all  the 
Light  Iforso  with  a  Pcinforcement  enough  to  malic  4,000  in  all,  -.vcre 
on  their  !March  from  Eiuiker  IHll  to  our  entrenchments.  But  before 
we  got  half  way  Down  there  we  were  Order'd  back  again.  Gen' 
Putnam  wrote  back  from  our  fort  that  the  Regulars  had  made  no 
movement  sirce  last  night. 

"Our  Retreat  on  Saturday  was  Shamefid  &  Scandalous,  &  owing  to 
the  Cowardice,  !^Iisconduct  &  want  of  Kegidarity  of  the  Province  troops. 
Tho'  to  Do  them  Justice  there  was  a  Xumber  of  their  Officers  &  men 
that  were  in  the  fort  and  a  very  few  others  that  did  honor  to  them- 
selves by  a  most  noble,  maidy  &  spirited  effort  in  the  heat  of  the  en- 
gagement &  'tis  said  many  of  them  the  Flower  of  the  Province  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  Cause.  Some  say  they  have  lost  more 
Officers  than  men.  Good  Doc""  Warren,  ''God  rest  his  Soul,"  I  hojio 
is  Safe  in  Heaven !  Had  many  of  their  Officers  the  Spirit  &  Courage 
in  their  whole  Constitution  that  he  had  in  his  little  finger,  we  had 
never  retreated.  Many  considerable  companies  of  their  men  I  saw 
that  said  there  was  not  so  miuch  as  a  Corporal  with  them,  one  in  Par- 
ticular fell  in  the  rear  of  my  Company  «fe  marched  with  us.  The 
Cap',  had  nuistered  &  Order'd  them  to  ]\[arch  &  told  them  he  would 
overtake  them  directly,  but  they  never  saw  him  till  next  Day.  A  vast 
number  were  Retreating  as  we  March*^  up  &  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  Scene  of  Action.     If  a  man  was  wounded  20  more  were  glad 
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of  an  Opportunity  to  carry  him  away,  when  not  more  than  three  could 
take  hold  of  him  to  advantage.  One  cluster  would  be  sneaking  down  on 
their  Bellies  behind  a  Kock  &  others  behind  Haycocks  «i:  apple  trees. 
At  last  I  got  pretty  near  the  Action  &  I  met  a  considerable  Company 
with  their  OtHcer  at  their  Head  retreating.  I  spoke  to  Lt.  Webb,  & 
told  him  it  would  not  do  to  see  so  many  going  Back  &  that  we  must 
stop  them.  'By  all  means'  says  he.  I  then  enquired  of  the  Officer 
why  he  went  back.  He  made  no  answer.  I  tola  him  to  proceed  if 
he  Dare,  he  still  went  on.  I  ordered  my  men  to  make  ready  verj'  Loud, 
&  told  him  if  he  went  another  step  he  shoidd  have  the  fire  of  my  whole 
Company.  My  men  Declared  thoy  would  lire  if  I  ordered  them.  But 
the  Poor  Dogs  were  forced  to  come  back  like  Dogs  that  had  been  steal- 
ing sheep.  But,  after  the  Betreat,  when  we  came  to  rally  &  attempt  to 
form  again,  we  found  it  impossible,  for  they  all  most  all  said  they 
had  no  officers  to  head  them.  In  short  most  of  the  Companies  of  the 
Province  are  commanded  by  a  most  Despicable  set  of  Officers.  6:  the 
whole  success  of  the  Battle  with  them  depends  on  their  virtue;  for 
almost  all  from  the  Cap'.  General  to  a  Corporal  are  afraid  to  set  up 
proper  martial  authority,  (i:  say.  as  atfairs  are  situated,  they  think 
their  people  will  not  bear  it.  But,  in  my  humVie  opinion,  they  are 
very  nuicli  in  the  wrong.  Public  business  here  goes  on  very  dull — if 
anything  of  importance  heaves  up  it  must  go  thro'  a  long  dispute  in 
the  Congress  of  near  200  members  &:  then  thro'  a  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty &  then  a  Committee  of  "War  &  a  Committee  of  Supplies,  &  by  that 
means  they  are  forever  doing  nothing."' 

Col.  Grosvenor's  letter  shows  that  the  American  retreat  from  the 
Hill  "was  sustained  by  two  Companies  under  the  command  of  Capts. 
Clarke  and  Chester." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fight  they  were  not  engaged — having  been 
stationed  at  Inman's  farm,  where  the  British  landing  was  looked 
for.  As  they  were  marching  upon  the  field  of  action,  they  met  another 
company  coming  off,  because  it  had  lost  its  captain.  Capt.  Chester 
promptly  halted  them,  and  on  learning  the  cause  of  their  retreat,  com- 
manded "Follow  us,  then,''  which  they  did  and  fought  until  their 
ammunition  was  exhausted.  One  account  says,  that  they  demurred 
to  re-entering  the  fight,  until  Capt.  Chester  threatened  them  that  his 
men  should  fire  upon  them,  when  seeing  the  guns,  at  his  order,  leveled 
upon  them,  they  concluded  to  obey — and  their  valor  in  the  field  more 
than  atoned  for  their  momentary,  and,  perhaps,  natural  hestitation.' 

In  fact  the  "Wethersfield  Company  gained  the  commendation  of  all 


^  Hint.  Address  at  Xewington  Centennial,  181G,  by  Roger  Welles,  Esq.,  p.  34. 
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who  saw  its  bravery  on  that  iiu'iuorablc  day;  ami  it  had  prrvionsly 
been  coiiipliincntcd  by  being  selected  (June  (ith)  as  an  eseort  to  Gen. 
Putnam  and  Gen.  Warren,  Presitlent  of  the  Congress,  on  their  visit 
to  Charleston  in  reference  to  an  exchange  t)f  prisoners  with  the  Brit- 
ish. This  was  prol)ably  due  to  their  e.xcellent  discipline  and  their 
uniform  "wholly  blue,  turned  up  with  red"  which  must  have  been  in 
sharp  contrast  to  the  dress  of  the  other  irregular  troops  called  hastily  to 
the  field. 

The  few  letters  of  Capt.  Chester,  written  a'  this  time,  bear  evidence 
of  the  great  good  sense  and  soldierly  qualities  of  the  man;  and  we  only 
■wish  we  had  more  of  them  to  quote  from.  His  criticisms  u{H)n  the 
army  commissariat  are  frank,  but  not  rcltollious  or  unsoldierly  in  tone 
He  writeS;  under  date  of  August  28 : 

"I  caimot  yet  live  to  my  mind.  Our  position  is  not  a  fifth  part  so 
good  as  when  we  lived  from  our  own  colony  provisions.  1  care  not 
how  much  of  a  Continental  war  it  is,  but  I  pray  for  Connecticut 
provisions.  *  *  *  Half  the  time  no  sauce,  no  milk.  *  *  *  The 
Congress  allows  no  butter,  chocolate,  or  coffee,  or  sugar,  which  our 
Colony  allowed  us.  The  pork  is  'thin,  poor,  flal)by  stuff.'  He  goes 
on,  'I'll  tell  you  how  I  intend  to  work  ilie  matter  to  Live  Better. 
Brother  Jed.  Huntington,  the  Colonel,  is  stationed  very  near  our 
Regiment.  Jno.  Trund)ull  is  lately  made  IMajor  of  our  Brigade,  and 
is  back  again  with  us  at  lioxburv.  Stephen  Thayer  is  sntfler  for  Hunt- 
ington's Itegiment.  Park,  a  young  Gentleman  from  Philadelphia  is 
Deputy  Qua""  ]\ras'',  under  ]\IitHin,  who  is  Q""  'SV,  or  Barrack  ^Master 
General.  As  ]\[ifflin  is  at  Cambridge,  ^Ir.  Park  is  on  our  wing  of  the 
army.  We  five  purpose  to  hire  a  Room,  Kitchen  and  Chamber  in  a 
House  at  the  foot  of  the  Hill  where  we  are  encamp'',  and  hire  a  woman 
to  wash  and  cook  for  us.  ^[y  Lieutenant  will  be  allowed  to  join  us, 
if  he  is  a  clean  fellow,  &  if  he  is  not  so,  shall  not  be  in  our  company. 
Here  we  intend  to  Live  genteely  with  our  waiters  and  Lodge  in  Tents." 

During  the  Siege  of  Boston,  discipline  in  the  American  camp  be- 
came somewhat  lax,  and  some  soldiers  decamped  and  went  home,  a 
course  of  con<luct  which  was  frequently  condoned  and  abetted  by  their 
friends  and  relatives  at  home.  This  was  very  annoying  to  a  man  of 
Capt.  Chester's  character  and  sense  of  military  duty,  and  he  thus 
writes  to  one  of  his  friends : 

"The  Country  must  uphold  his  E.xcellency  and  the  army  in  this 
matter;  and  exert  themselves  in  detecting  and  bringing  to  punishment 
all  offenders.  If  a  firm  stand  is  not  now  made,  we  shall  never  have  an 
array  worth  a  fig." 


CAMPAION     OK     1775. 


449 


Again,  in  one  of  his  Immo  letters  (^Ft'l)ruary  15tL,  177G)  he  writes: 

"Great  complaints  arc  here  made  hy  y"  Generals  of  the  want  of 
PowiF,  which  impedes  everything;;  they  think  that  even  the  town  stoeks 
ought  to  he  del*^  up  to  the  Army,  ftir  if  we  can  do  nothing  hero  this 
season,  forty  times  the  quantity  in  tiic  ('(jiintrv  will  he  <)f  no  use  when 
the  reinforcements  arrive  from  Enjiland.      If  we  can  this 

Hornet's  Xest  now,  wo  have  everythintr  to  hope,  if  not  we've  every- 
thing to  fear.  The  cause  is  General  and  ('Duiinon.  Why  should  Dis- 
tant Colonics  and  towns  earryiug  on  a  distant  war,  lay  out  for  a 
district  defense  ?  You  need  not  fear  to  Drive  on  the  Salt  Petre  works 
vigorously/  Pray  how  go  on  the  Powder  Mills  i  "We  shall  want  their 
most   vigorous  exertions   soon." 

In  a  letter  from  Cami)  at  Knxl)ury,  Oct.  2,  "75,  he  writes  to  an  army 
friend : 

"'I  was  disai)pointed  to  hear  (»f  your  selection  of  otfieers,  in  the  man- 
ner you  relate  tho'    I  expected    [to]   hear would  frett.     But  these 

things  do  not  last  long.  Xo)/'  is  n  I  line  for  rvcvy  one  io  he  above  these  lit- 
tle nice  punctilios  in  )nilil(inj  in-ffmncul  and  sJioiv  to  flu'  ivarld  that  ive 
are  all  (jlad  to  serve  our  Countrij  in  any  capaciti/  they  sliall  place  us  in." 

This  one  sentence,  which  we  have  taken  the  iiherty  of  iralicizing,  dis- 
plays the  character  of  the  man  and  patriot,  better  than  volumes  of 
praise." 

The  close  of  the  year  '75,  was  signalized  by  the  daring,  but  unsuc- 
cessful, Quebec  Campaign  (September-December)  under  Arnold,  in 
which  many  Connecticut  troops  were  engaged.  Details  from  tlie  Sec- 
ond Pegiment.  Col.  Spencer,  were  in  this  campaign,  among  whom  were 
Bexjamix  Catlix,  Quartermaster;  made  prisoner  at  Quebec.  Dec. 
31,  1775,  exchanged  Januar}'  10,  1777;  and  Jajies  Kxowles,  Ensign, 
in  Capt.  Ilanchett's  Company,  taken  prisoner,  exchanged  and  later 
heard  of  as  in  the  privateer  service.  lioth  these  men  -were  from  Wetli- 
ersfield  and  belonged  to  Capt.  Chester's  Company.  Ziox  Wextworth 
was  also  in  this  expedition. 

"We  have  another  letter  from  a  Wethersficld  man,  which  gives  a 
picturesqTie  account  of  the  Bunker  Ilill  engagement. 


'  Probal)ly  icfenini:  to  Salt  Petrc  works  at  \Votlicr.sfi('l(l  in  which  Dan.  IIin'^<h\le 
and  Samuel  Boavdman  were  partners,  with  otliers.  In  Januarj-,  70,  Col.  Thomas 
Beldcn  "rcc'd  returns"  of  .54.'?  lbs..  May  22,  177G;  in  Au;r..  same  yr.,  tiiere  was  an 
account  of  027  lbs.  as  returiu'd  f(jr  that  month:  in  September,  same  year,  the 
amount  returned  was  72-t  lbs. 

'The  letters  from  which  we  quote  as  to  be  found  in  the  ilss.  Archives  of  Wash- 
ingtcm's  Headi]iiarters,  at  Ncwburgh,  N.  Y.,  published  in  the  ilag.  of  Am.  History, 
18S2,  pp.  125-127. 
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"Cambridge,  June  y''  19th,  A.  D.,  1775. 

"Loving  Friend — I  have  again  another  opportunity  to  write  to  you, 
and  to  let  you  know  that  I  and  David  are,  through  the  goodness  of 
God,  in  good  licahh ;  although  we  have  been  the  most  exposed,  to  all 
human  appearance,  perhaps,  that  ever  mankind  could  be,  and  be  yet 
alive.  It  happened  that  the  night  after  the  10th  i'st  I  was  ordered 
by  the  General,  as  I  was  the  ordily  sorgiit  of  the  day,  to  draught  out 
28  able  men,  to  join  a  party  of  about  1,000,  to  go  down,  under  the 
command  of  Coin  Prisscott,  on  Charlestown  Hill,  &  there  build  a 
fort,  which  we  undertook.  We  did  not  begin  digging  till  about  mid- 
night, &  then  we  had  to  finish  s"^  fort  before  day,  or  we  must  all  be 
cut  of;  for  we  were  right  under  the  ships'  cannons'  mouths,  not  an  half 
miles  distant  from  18  ships  of  the  liyne;  &  about  sun  rise  the[y]  began 
to  play  upon  us,  before  wc  had  done  our  brist  work  done;  and  the 
3d  fire  killed  one  of  our  men  out  rite. 

"We  have  great  reason  to  think  that  our  coming  down  to  this  dan- 
gerous place  was  a  piece  of  treacliery ;  for  it  is  a  little  sort  of  an  island, 
which  gave  them  the  chance  to  land  all  round  us,  and  their  ships  to  pro- 
tect them.  Their  ships  fired  bombs,  fuzeezs  &  chain  shot,  untill  they 
sot  Charleston  all  on  n  light  fire;  &  the  smoke  of  that  vast  fire  was  so 
thick,  the  first  we  knew,  the  Hegulars  landed  under  the  smoke,  and  sur- 
rounded our  fort  so  numerous,  with  their  artillery,  that  fired  upon  us, 
back  side  of  the  bristwork,  that  [we]  were  oblidged  to  quit  our  quarter 
&  retreat  before  our  enemy,  which  consisted  of  more  than  4,000.  And 
on  the  retreatment,  after  the  fort  was  taken,  there  was  the  crudest 
battle  that  ever  was  fought  in  ISTorth  America.  The  bullets  flew  so 
thick  that  there  was  no  getting  rid  of  them  on  neither  side.  As  for 
ours,  let  them  be  where  they  could,  the  shiping  could  rake  us  just  as 
they  pleased.  This  dreadful  battle  held  until  after  dark.  Indeed  it  is 
not  over  yet.  Each  fortifications  are  firing  at  each  other,  until  now; 
&  God  only  knows  when  it  will  be  disidcd.  Our  army  is  in  continual 
alarm,  and  the  Regulars  are  incamped  in  and  near  our  fort,  and  our 
army  is  build [ing]  a  strong  fortification  on  Winters  hill,  where  we 
never  mean  to  be  disturbed,  let  it  come  as  hot  as  will. 

"As  to  the  numl)er  killed  ..n  cither  side  [I  do  not  know?]  ;  but  it  [is] 
credibly  proved  that  we  killed  5  where  they  killed  one  of  [us]  ;  & 
we  cannot  find  as  we  have  lost  more  than  40  or  fifty  and  sum  of  them 
are  our  head  Commanders.  Y"  noble  General  Dc'  "Warren  fell  in  the 
fort,  before  that  was  left;  &  Coin  Gardner  is  very  much  wounded, 
by  a  grape  shot,  which  'tis  supposed  he  will  die;  &  of  [Soldiers?], 
their  names  are  not  yet  known.     Of  our  company  there  is  4  or  five  miss- 
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ing,  to-wit :  Wilson  liuwlinson,  and  Gcrshom  Smith  &  La\vran[ce] 
Sullivan,  tS:  liogor  Fox,  of  Glastonbury;  &  whether  they  arc  killed, 
or  woundod,  the  Lord  only  knows.  It  [is]  s^  they  were  the  last  that 
were  in  fort,  after  the  Regulars  had  entred  the  fort;  k,  it  is  s**  they 
gave  no  quarter,  nor  took  none.  We  have  a  good  many  wounded,  but 
took  none  prisoner;  for  [we]  were  obliged  to  fight  iipon  retreat.  Their 
damd  cannon,  from  the  ship  did  all  this  mischief. 

"As  for  their  land  forces,  we  can  do  just  what  we  are  a  mind  to  with 
them.  They  never  killed  ten,  with  their  small  arms ;  but  amazing 
sights  cannon  ball  living,  rhat  we  could  not  do  nothing.  It  is  my 
humble  opinion  that  thev  would  not,  nor  never  will,  come  out  further 
[than]  that  ther  shipping  can  defend  them.  They  wold  never  [have] 
done  any  thing  that  day  [if  our  men]  was  not  sent  by  [the]  cursed 
Tory  commander  to  build  that  little  blasted  fort  right  under  their  noses, 
where  they  could  not  do  no  less  than  do  what  they  did.  We  were 
allowed  no  cannon  till  after  the  battle  was  over,  almost.  Our  company 
have  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  covering  our  heads  in  the  day  of 
battle,  &  that  we  have  lost  no  more  forces.  Capt.  Chester's  men  were 
the  first  ordered  [to]  march  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  fort,  Sc  they 
got  wiihin  gun  shot  of  the  fort,  when  it  was  given  up,  where  there  was 
4,000  regulars,  all  in  gun  ?;hot  of  our  company ;  and  I  will  leave  you 
to  gess  how  thick  the  bullits  must  fly.  Our  Capt.  Chester  and  [Lieut.] 
Webb  are  the  finest  otiicers  reckoned  [in]  the  whole  anny,  for  skill  & 
courage;  for  they  were  in  the  fore  front  of  the  battle.  Our  Connecticut 
men,  it  is  sd,  killed  more  than  three-quarters  of  them  that  were  killed. 

"But  it  is  endless  to  nimierate  every  thing  that  has  happened  this 
remarkable  week,  in  this  letter;  but  I  shall  give  you  a  full  account  of 
things  in  my  next,  [which]  will  be  by  the  next  oppertunity. 

"I  beg  you  would  rite  to  me  from  home,  for  I  have  heard  strange 
things  that  have  happened  there,  since  we  came  away.  I  sent  you  a 
letter  by  !Mr.  Charles  Caldwell,  about  a  week  ago  &  I  am  impatient 
to  hear  from  you.  I  have  heard  from  no  one  but  from  my  wife.  Daniel 
Deming  has  left  one  of  his  fingers  in  the  battle,  &  one  Samuel  Deling 
[Dillings]  was  shot  thro'  the  body,  but  not  dangerous.  Our  men  are 
all  the  rest  well  in  health  &  high  spirits,  &  they  sware  they  [will] 
be  revenged  on  them  yet.  David  King  has  got  well,  all  but  his  skin, 
[which]  is  all  pealing  [oflF]  by  the  fever;  &  he  desires  me  [to]  rite  in 
my  letter  to  you  concerning  his  welfare,  &  desires  to  be  rembered  to 
you  and  your  family,  tSc  all  other  friends  that  should  enquire  after 
him.  He  says  he  wants  a  check  shirt,  and  would  be  glad  [if]  you 
would  send  it  to  him. 
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''Give  my  compliments  to  all  frit-iids  that  ask  aftfr  me;  especially 
to  Oliver  Ivobbins.  Kxciisc  my  bad  adapted  letter,  for  we  are  all  in 
confusion,  ti:  it  [is]  my  turn  to  mount  the  gard  this  day,  with  IS  men. 
So  I  must  cunelude,  for  want  of  room  i  time,  die  shall  ever  remain  yr 
friend  till  death.  Please  to  direct  your  letter  to  the  Church  in  Cam- 
bridge, which  is  our  (piarters.     Pr  me, 

[Superscribed  I  BEXJA:N[.  CATLIX. 

"To  jMr.  Samuel  lioardnum,  ^Farcht, 
Att  Wethersticld. 
Pr  favor,   by   Mr.   Klicl  Williams,  of  Stepney'' 
[now  Ilocky  1 1  ill.  j 

[This  letter,  reprinted  from  the  Hartford  (C(»nn.)  Ddlhj  Courani, 
May  11,  ISSO,  was  found  ^mm^  months  ago  among  many  other  pa|iers. 
in  the  old  Samuel  IJoarduian  Ikiusc.  on  the  east  side  of  High  Street. 
near  the  Common,  in  Wetherstield.  ^[r.  Boardnnm  was  a  men'haut, 
doing  a  large  business,  and  Sergeant  rienjamin  Catlin  was  a  yi'ung  man 
who  had  been  in  his  employ,  and  who,  after  the  war  was  over,  was 
started  in  business,  at  Saybrook,  by  said  Boardman.  I  suppose  Catlin 
to  have  been  a  descendant  of  John  Catlin,  who  was  of  Wetliersfield  as 
early  as  1002.  The  Catlins  of  llarwinton  arc  ef  the  same  stock.  In 
the  expedition  of  Arnold  to  Quebec,  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  177o, 
Sergeant  Catlin  was  calle<l  a  (juarternuister.  In  ITTC,  ^Ir.  Boardman, 
with  Daniel  Hinsdale,  a  Hartford  merchant,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  saltpeter,  then  in  great  demand  for  making  gunpowder.  The 
firm  name  was  Samuel  Boardman  k,  Company,  and  the  works  were  at 
the  south  end  of  Uroad  Street,  in  Wetliersfield. — S.  IT.  .1.] 

[The  Wethersfield  Company,  for  a  time  at  least  during  their  stay. 
were  well  housed  in  old  Christ  Church  in  Cambridge,  the  historian  of 
which  thus  speaks  of  them : 

"The  last  regular  services  in  Christ  Church  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  Bevolution  must  have  been  held  during  the  sunnner  of  1774.  All 
the  next  week,  the  church  was  closed,  the  shepherd  fied.  the  sheep 
scattered.  Then  came  the  day  of  Lexington,  the  rush  of  the  ^^linute 
Men  to  Cambridge,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  first  arrivals  of  the  seven- 
months  volunteer  regiments.  One  of  the  earliest  of  these  regiments  to 
report  to  General  Artemas  Ward,  then  the  commnmler  <if  the  Provin- 
cial forces,  was  that  of  Gen.  Joseph  Spencer,  the  first  of  the  levies  from 
Connecticut.  In  his  regiment  was  a  fine  company  from*  Wethersfield. 
under  command  of  Capt.  John  Chester.  They  had  the  then  very  un- 
usual distinction  of  a  uniform,  "wholly  bine,  turned  u]i  with  re<l.'  and 
whether  from   their   appearance   and   reputation,    or   from   mere  good 
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fortune,  tlioy  wore  a>>iirnc(l  wliat  nuist  have  been  the  Itcst  quarters  in 
towTi — Christ  Church.  Jlnw  tlicy  must  have  exuUcd  wheu  tliey  visited 
their  comrades,  crowded  like  sheep  into  the  rooms  of  the  coHcge  build- 
ings, or  the  private  liouses  of  CiUubridi^e,  and  tuM  of  the  high,  ample 
pews,  each  a  roduiy  alcove  for  a  rrrou])  of  chums,  of  the  organ,  an<l  of 
the  relics  of  the  Tories  to  maltreat  at  will. 

"It  is  probable,  how(-ver,  that  the  grcarcr  part  of  the  damage  which 
the  church  sustained  at  this  period  was  not  intlicred  by  Capt.  Chester's 
men.  The  metal  organ-pipes  were  undoubtedly  removed  and  made  into 
bullets,  and  some  wanton  tiring  of  Hint-locks  may  have  been  indulged 
in,  as  the  bullet-scar  in  the  porch  seems  to  testify;  but  Chester  was  too 
much  of  a  martinet,  ami  his  men  had  too  much  esprit  dr  carps,  to  con- 
tinue any  wholesale  destruction,  even  of  Tory  })roperty.  The  Wethers- 
field  company  was  evidently  one  of  the  best  ilix-iplined  in  the  army; 
when  an  exchange  of  priMHiei'-  w;!s  made  in  June,  this  cimipany  was 
detailed  as  the  escort,  and  "did  honor  to  theiuscdves.  their  officers  an(^ 
their  coimtry.'  On  the  ev(>  of  the  battle  (jf  Etinker  Hill,  'one  sub 
alteni,  one  sergeant  and  ;)0  privates  were  draughted  out  over  night  from 
this  company  to  intrench,  and  in  the  engagement  next  day,  Capt. 
Chester  v:as  mentioned  with  especial  credit.  Another  motive,  too,  mu.st 
have  deterred  the  militia  from  any  serious  nnitilation  of  their  quarters. 
John  Pidgeon.  the  only  proprietor  of  the  church  who  espoused  the 
Colonial  side,  had  been  ajipointeil  Commissary  General  to  the  forces, 
and  the  most  careless  raw  recruit  would  think  twice  before  giving  cause 
of  offense  to  an  officer  ujwn  whom  depended  so  much  of  his  bodily 
comfort.'* — Christ  CJiiircli.  Cnntttriitr/r.  So)nc  Account  of  its  Hist, 
and  Present  Condiliij)i,  E'<pcciallij  Prepared  for  Visitors,  Cambridge, 
1893.-11.  E.  S.I 

^VashinrJton's  First  Visit  to  Wethersfield. — Wethersfield  has  reason 
historically  to  congratulate  herself,  in  that  she  has  thrice  been  honored 
by  visits  of  the  "Father  of  liis  Country."  His  first  visit  was  on  June 
30th,  1775,  when  on  his  way  to  take  command  of  the  army,  at  Cam- 
bridge. With  him  were  ^[ajor-General  Charles  Lee,  and  other  military 
ofiicers.  On  the  22nd  inst.,  ^fr.  Deane  had  written,  from  Philadelphia, 
to  Mrs.  Deane,  at  Wethersfield  :  '"This  will  be  handed  you  by  his  Excel- 
lency, General  Washingt<in,  in  company  with  General  Lee,  and  retinue. 
Should  they  lodge  a  night  in  Wethersfield,  yon  will  accommodate  their 
horses,  servants,  etc.,  in  the  best  manner,  at  the  taverns ;  and  their  ret- 
inne  will,  likely,  go  on  to  Hartford.''  Tt  is  said  that  Stilhhan's  tavern, 
which  stood  where  the  present  home  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Mr. 
Richard  A.  Robbins  is,  entertained  some  of  Washington's  attendants. 
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Gov.  Philij)  Skene,  of  New  York,  who  had  been  arrested  in  Phila- 
delphia, as  a  Loyalist,  stO])ped  here,  the  hearer  of  letters  from  Mr. 
Deane — while  on  his  way,  as  a  prisoner,  to  Hartford,  in  July,  1775. 
Another  Briton,  a  prisoner  likewise,  was  entertained  by  ^Irs.  AVebb, 
April  1st,  177fi.  It  was  ]\Iajor  Chris.  French,  of  the  22d  Regiment 
of  the  Royal  Army.  French's  diary  says,  referring  to  this  event: 
"Dined  with  General  Putnam,  at  :Mr.  AVe])b's,  of  Woathersfield.  lie 
[the  General]  is  about  five  feet  six  inches  high;  well  set,  and  about 
sixty-three  years  old ;  and  seems  a  good  natured  and  merry  man." 

WTiether  Washington  called  at  the  \Vel)b  house  during  his  sojourn  at 
Hartford,  in  September,  17S0,  is  a  matter  about  which  there  is  some 
doubt;  but  the  unwritten  history  is  to  the  effect  that  he  did.  And, 
indeed,  he  would  hardly  have  spent  four  days  within  four  miles  of 
Wethersfield  without  visiting  that  place. 

During  the  year  177.'5,  six  regiments  were  raised  by  the  State.  In 
the  Second  Regiment  (Col.  Spencer),  were  commissioned  John  Ches- 
ter, as  Captain;  JiAuxAiiAS  Dioank,  as  first  and  Stephen  Goodrich 
as  second  lieutenants;  and  Chaki.es  Bl'ti.ek,  as  Ensign.  Chester,  at 
this  time,  was  ^lajor  of  the  Sixth  ^lilitia  Regiment  and  Puitler  was 
Captain  of  tlie  T  'on  of  Horse,  attached  to  the  sar.io  Vi'giuient.  At  the 
July  (special;  session  of  the  Assembly,  Dr.  Josiau  Hart,  was  com''iis- 
sioned  Surgeon's  ^lato  of  Col.  Parsons'  regiment.  He  was  afterwards 
full  Surgeon;  and,  after  the  War,  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Marietta,  Ohio. 

Campaign  of  1776. — In  January  of  this  year,  Capt.  Chester  re- 
ceived a  merited  promotion  as  ^lajor  in  Col.  Erastus  Wolcott's  Regi- 
ment,' raised  for  a  brief  term  of  service  in  the  siege  of  Boston ;  and  was 
one  of  the  officers  who  first  entered  and  took  possession  of  the  city, 
upon  its  evacuation  by  the  British,  ^larch  17,  177G.  In  a  letter  to 
Governor  Trumbull,  February  19,  177G,  Colonel  Huntington  recom- 
mended him  for  still  further  promotion,  saying  that  he  deemed  him 
■"a  fit  person  to  fill  any  suitable  place  that  may  be  vacant  in  the  array" ; 


'During];  the  reorganization  of  the  Continental  forces  before  Boston  (Dec,  1775 — 
Feb.,  177C),  where  soldiers  were  coining  and  going.  Wasliington  called  for  regi- 
ments from  the  Xew  England  States  to  guard  the  lines  until  the  regular  army, 
then  in  process  of  formation,  could  be  well  established.  C<mn.  sent  three  regi- 
ments, under  Cols.  James  Wadsworth,  Erastus  W'olcott  and  John  Douglas.  These 
reached  Boston  about  the  end  of  .January  and  remaineil  si.x  weeks.  Of  these  three 
regiments  the  only  one  whose  rosters  are  on  record  is  that  of  Col.  Wolcott,  in 
which  were  inchuled  the  W'cthersfield  troops.  It  formed  a  part  of  the  dclaclimcnt 
which  occupied  Boston  after  its  evacuation  by  the  British. 
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and  in  Juno  f.jllowin-,  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  one  of  the  seven 
regiments    of   General    Wadsuurth's    J5rigado,    raised    to    serve    under 
Washington  at  Xew  York  and  until  the  end  of  the  War.     In  preparing 
the  defense  of  that  c-itv  against  the  expected  attack  of  the  British,  Col. 
Chester's  regiment  (numl.oring  4.:):]5  men)  was  on  the  east  side  of  the 
city.     At  the  r.attle  of  Lung  Island  it  was  sent  over  to  Long  Island. 
and  witli  that  of  Col.  Wvllvs',  was  stationed  on  the  upper  Flathush 
road,    where,    heing  caught   in   the   thick   of   the    retreat,    it    narrowlv 
escaped  capture— and  hardy  reached  the  American  lines  just  as  the 
British  were  ahout  to  surround  them.     On  the  evening  ot   the  same 
day  (Aug.  20th)  thev  had  another  similar  experience.      The  retreat  of 
the  American  armv  ^from  Long  Island  having  heen  determined  upon 
to  take  place  durin-  the  night,  six  regiments,  of  which  Chr.^trr's  was 
one,  were  stationed  at  the  works,  with  orders  to  stay  until  the  last  and 
cover  the  retreat.     Brooklyn  Church  was  to  he  the  alarm  post,  where  the 
covering  partv  were  to  concentrate   in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  the 
enemy  during  the  night.     About  2  A.  ^L  .Major  Scammel.  one  ot  Sulli- 
van's aides  serving  w-ith  Washington,  mistook  his  orders  and  started  the 
entire  covering  partv  towards  the  ferry.      All  the  regiments  had  lett 
their  lines  and  were  marching   (joyfully,   no  doubt)    down  the  main 
road,  whc.  AWu-hington,  who  seemed  to  be  everywhere  during  the  nigiit, 
met 'them  and  exclaimed   in  astonishment  that  unless  the  lines   were 
immediately  remannod,  "the  most  disagreeable  consequences  might  fol- 
low, as  evervthinc  at  the  ferry  was  then  in  confusion."     Chester's  and 
the 'other  regiments  promptly  faced  about  and  rcoccupied  their  stations 
till  dawn— when  Providence  kindly  provi<led  a  pall  of  dense  f.-.g,  under 
cover  of  which  the  brave  covering  party  got  safely  across  the  river.' 
Chester's  command  was  among  the  very  last  to  be  ferried  over. 

In  the  retreat  from  Xew  York  City  and  through  Westchester,  Ches- 
ter's was  one  of  three  n-iments  in  the  engagement  at  White  Plains: 
d  had  its  full  share  of  lighting  in  the  succeeding  Xew  Jersey  cara- 


anc 


•Major  T.illma.lj:e.  of  Chester's  re-iment.  writes  conci-rnin-  this  inculont:  A.,  the 
dawn  of  the  next  dav  approached,  those  of  us  who  rrnuained  in  the  trenches  became 
ven-  anxious  for  ou^  o^^n  safety,  and  when  the  dawn  appeared,  there  were  several 
re<^iments  still  on  duty.  At  this  time,  a  very  dense  fojr  befzan  to  rise,  a.ul  it  seen-.ed 
to%ettle  in  a  peculiar  manner  over  both  enican.pn.ents.  I  recollect  th.s  peculiar 
providential  occurrence  perfectly  well;  and  so  very  dense  -^^  .^he  atmosphere  that 
?  could  scarcelv  discern  a  man  at  six  yards  .li.tance."  He  adds  that,  -"er  leaMng 
the  lines  bv  mi'stake,  and  receiving  orders  to  return.  '"Col.  Chester  immediately  faced 
to  the  right  about  and  returned,  where  we  tarried  until  the  sun  had  risen;  but 
the  fog  remained  as  dense  as  ever." 

•Henry  P.  Johnson,  Campaign  of  /T7C,  p.  273. 
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paign  which  rcsiihctl  in  tlie  Battle  of  Pincoton,'  and  took  to  Peekskill, 
from  ^Va^hin^rt^n■^  camp,  flu;  news  of  the  pas.sage  of  the  Dehiware  and 
the  victory  at  Trenton. - 

At  tlie  close  of  this  eventful  year.  Col.  Chester  was  recommended 
for  a  Colonelcy  in  the  new  Continental  Army;  but  "with  reluctance*' 
felt  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service  to  attend  to  'ius  family  com-erns, 
in  1777,  greatly  regretted,  particularly  by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
who  expressed  a  solicitious  desire  to  retain  him  in  the  service."-^  Hut, 
though  this  was  the  end  of  a  military  career  which  promised  much 
greater  service  for  his  country  and  higher  honor  for  himself:  yet  the 
thirty-three  remaining  years  of  his  life  were  full  of  usefulne>s.  in  vari- 
ous positions  of  public  trust,  to  his  country,  his  State  and  his  native 
town. 

It  must  not  be  sup}iosed,  however,  that  Col.  Chester  or  his  imme- 
diate command  monoptdized  the  service  and  honor  of  all  Wetherstield 
men;  for  many  others,  individually,  or  in  other  military  organizations, 
fought,  suffered  or  labored,  according  to  their  several  abilities,  for  their 
country's  cause.  Some  were  employed  in  the  coast  defense  of  the  State, 
but  most  of  them  were  in  the  "Connecticut  Line"  of  the  Continental 
Army. 

Among  the  commi-^sions  issued  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  ^Tay 
session,  177fi,  ]au(;i:i:  Bill  was  made  Ensign  of  a  company  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  and  about  New  London  and  Xew  Haven;  Joiix  IFaxmhi;.  was 
appointed  tirst  lieutenant  of  a  company  to  be  raised  for  *'the  defense 
of  this  and  adjoining  Colonies."  Three  regiments  of  volunteei-s  ^veve 
ordered  to  be  raised,  at  this  session.  Xt  its  next  session  (Special  June) 
two  regiments  of  infantry  were  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
Army  for  general  service;  and  seven  regiments  for  the  "Continental 
Army  in  Xew  York";  the  following  commissions  to  Wethersficld  men 
being  also  issued  for  service  in  these  last  mentioned  regiments  viz.: 
John  Chester,  Colonel;  -Tosiah  Robljins,  2d  Lieutenant,  in  2d  Co., 
Third  Reg't.  Vols.;  Jonathan  P)uck,  Ensigii  in  same  com[)any;  Jnlni 
Hurlburt,  Jr.,  1st  Lieut,  in  2d  Co.  in  (Chester's)  Sixth  Battalion  of 
Vols. ;  Chester  Welles,  Capt.  of  3d  Co.  in  same  battalion;  Edward  Bulk- 
eley,  1st  Lieut,  in  same  company ;  Sol.  Bulkeley,  Lieut.  4th  Co.  Gth  ^lil. 
Reffiinent. 


'/6iV/.,  Part  II.  Letter  to  .Joseph  Webb,  of  Wethersfield,  p.  93;   also,  orders  from 
Gen.  Lee,  p.   143. 
'Heath's  Mcinoirfi. 
'  Funeral   Discourse  by  bis   Pastor,   Rev.   John   il.irsh. 
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Another  most  curious  and  intcrosting  reminder  comes  to  us,  of 
those  (in  a  double  sense)  hot  days  of  August,  177G,  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  Lattlc  of  Long  Island,  wlicu  Coimecticut  was  pressing  all 
its  militia  and  every  available  ounce  of  ammunition  into  Xew  York 
City,  then  iuinieiliately  tlireatened  by  iho  l*ritish  Uect.  It  shows  how 
a  militia  company  of  WetlierstieUl  men  came  to  Xew  York,  as  "pas- 
sengers'' in  a  Wetlier^ticld  sloop,  o\vn('(l  and  comniaiidcd  by  <>iie  of  rheir 
own  nundjor.  What  was  their  luck  or  their  fate  in  the  battle  and  the 
retreat  that  fdlowed;  whether  any  of  them  were  killed  or  taken  pris- 
oners, whether  any  of  thciu  languished  in  old  Sugar  House  Prison,  or 
died  in  foul  prison  ships  of  the  Wallabont,  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing;  but  luckily  tlieir  patriotism  is  vouched  for  by  tliis  '•Passen- 
ger List"  '  of  the  slo^ip  Anne. 

At  the  Octolx'r  session  (17T<'»)  eiglit  regiments  were  raised,  of  out 
of  which  .Toiix  CiiKSTETi  was  Colonel  and  Soi-o.mox  Welles,  Lieut. - 
Colonel.  In  the  Eighth  liegiment  (Xorthern  Army)  Cue.ster  Welles 
was  a  Captain,  and  in  the  same  battalion  of  volunteers  Avere  conunis- 
sioned  Euexezek  WniGiiT,  Jo-sEPir  A.  WnKiirr  and  JcjsErii  Weiu;,  as 
first  lieutenants;  and  Ezekiel  P.  Peldex  and  Abraham  Wuigiit, 
second  lieutenants;  and  Simeox  P.eldex^  ensign;  proLaulij  two  other 
ensigns  c>".;.;;uiosioued,  Samlel  Smith  and  L)aviu  Goffe,  were  also 
Wethcrsfield  men. 


'A  true  Muster  Roll  of  Passengers   in   the  Sloop  Innr,   from  Connecticut   to   N. 
York:    Leniurl  Doming,  Master  of  sJ  Sloop. 


Cpt.   John   Hanmor 
Li°'.  George   Stanly 
Ens.  Josiali  Gooilrich 
Sgt.  Bille  Wells 
Sgt.  Francis  Hanmor 
Sgt.  Hezekiah  Butler 
Sgt.  William  May 
Corp'.   Joseph   Wells 
Corp'.    Nathaniel    Goodwin 
Corp'.  Samuel   Curtis 
Corp'.   Joseph   Butler 
Steu'''    Charles    Francis 
Drumm''.  Josepli  Stillman 
Fif^  John  :May 
Thomas  Bunce 
Daniel   Buck    (not  to 
John    Burnliam 
J[ohn  But[ler] 
[  ]    B[  ] 

J[  ]as  Bac[         ] 


1  Michael  Brigden  21 

2  Zadock  Coleman,  Saylor,  22 

3  Ebenezer  Curtis  23 

4  Elizer   Doming  24 

5  Josiah    Doming  25 

6  Aaron   Doming  26 

7  Daniel  Doming  27 

8  Lemuel  Domiiif.',  care  of  sd  Sloop,  23 

9  .Josiali  Doming,  tlie  2(1  29 

10  .Tohn   Doming,   Saylor  30 

11  Daniel  Doming,  the  2d  31 

12  William    (Jriswould  32 

13  Timothy  Griswould  33 

14  John  Goodrich  34 

15  Joseph    Goodrich  35 

16  Timothy  Ilurlhut  36 

17  Samuel   IIanmf)r  37 

18  .Tamos  Hanmor  38 
10  Tlioodoro  Halo  39 
20  Samuel  Piorco                         .    .  40 
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At  the  November  (special)  session  of  the  Genenil  Assembly,  four 
battalions  were  ordered  to  bo  raised,  in  which  commissions  were  issued 
to  Saml'i-;!.  Wklles,  1st  Lieut.  2d  Co.,  Second  IJattaliou;  Xatuanij:!. 
Chuuciiii.i.,  Ensign  in  the  same;  Rooku  liiLicv,  Capt.  of  1st  Co.,  Third 


Simoon  Ricliar<l.s 
Eli  Riciiards 
Alexander  Kliodcs 
Josiah  linbliins 
Wilson  Rowlcnson 
Natlianiel  Sliei>ard 
Wiliet  Sage 
James  Standi>-h 
Epapliras  Stoddard 
Allyn  Stilliiian 
Natliancl  Stillnian 
Moses  Tak-dtt 
Aaron  Tryon 
Ebenezer  Talcott 
John  Treat 
Seth  Wells 

All  tlieas  to  pay  but : 
Joseph  Wells 
Samuel  Curt'" 
Daniel  Buc'.>. 
John   Bumliam 
Zadock  Colman 
Ebenezer  Curtis 
Lemuel   Deniing 
John  DeniiuL; 


41  Elijah  Wells 

42  Samuel   Wells 

4.3  Samuel  Wells,  the  2d 

44  Josiah   Wells 

45  Gideon   Wells 

46  Asa    Wells 

47  Gershom  Woolcott 

48  Solomon  Woolcott 

49  Elisha  Wells   [Wolcott?] 

50  .Tosiah   Woolcott 

51  Xiithanel    Woodhouse 

52  Elizer  Wright 
.53  Moses    Wright 

54  William  Wriglit 

55  Simon  Willard 

56  Benjamin  V\eston 


57 
68 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 


Josyah  Goodrich 
Timothy  Ilulhort 
.Tosiah  Robbina 
Jcames  Statidish 
Epaphras  Stodder 
Seth   Wells 
Elij.nh  Wells 
Samuel   Wells 


Gideon  Wells 
Uesl\um    Wolcott 
Solomon  Wolcott 
Elijah  [Elisha?]  Wells 
Elizer  Wright 
Moses    Wright 
Simon  Willard. 


Bill   Wells   &    William   May,   Capt.    Fortain    [Capt.   Luke    Fortune?]    took. 

Lemuel  Deming,  his  Paper 

August  23,  177G. 

[The  foregoing  was  copied  by  mo,  March  15th,  188G,  from  the  original,  which 
was  found  among  some  papers  in  the  house  once  occupied  by  Samuel  Boardman, 
a  merchant  of  Wethersfield,  who  lived  on  the  "Common,"  next  north  of  Capt.  John 
Smith's  late  residence.  (Original  now  in  possession  of  W.  F.  J.  Boardman.) — S. 
W.  A.] 

The  following  without  signature  appears  to  be  the  account  of  a  Wethersfield 
patriot  going  to  Long  Island  to  figlit  and  of  his  return  home.  It  is  not  at  all  improba- 
able  that  the  writer  was  one  of  the  "passengers"  in  this  very  sloop  Anne,  carrying 
Capt.  Hanmer's  Militia  Co.  to  New  York: 

"Wethersfield  August  Thursd.ay  1.1th,  1770  I  went  on  board  for  New  York 
Sunday  August  IS  we  got  into  New  York  August  27  Ttiesday  we  went  on  Long 
Island  that  morning  the  light  was  and  Thursday  night  about  12  o'clock  we  retreated 
of  the  Island  august  2'.1  day  at  night  Friday  august  30  we  came  out  of  the  city, 
up  to  hornshook  hell  gate  and  tliere  eneampt  Tuesday  December  3  we  was  sent  out 
to  the  hospital  at  East  Chester  Thursday  September  5  we  lot  out  for  home  and  got 
as  far  as  Rye  Friday  Seplendjer  G  we  got  to  Xewark  [Xorwalk]  Saturday  September 
7  we  got  to  New  haven  Sunday  September  8  we  got  home." 
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Battalion;  Elijah  Wkiciit,  Capt.  of  '^d  Co.,  Third  Battalion,  and 
Isaac  Goodrich,  1st  Lieutenant.  They  participated  in  the  affair  at 
White  Plains  and  other  en;2:agonients  in  Xow  York. 

At  the  December  (special)  session,  1770,  fifteen  captains  were  com- 
missioned, to  command  companies  of  volunteers,  who  were  to  join  Lee's 
Army  at  Peekskill.  One  of  these  was  IIezekikl  Wkli.es.  and  with 
him,  in  the  battalion  commanded  by  Col.  Noadiah  Hooker,  were  John 
Belden^  Lieiiteiuint,  and  Chi-.stek  Welles,  Ensign. 

"At  a  session  of  War  Committee  held  Oct.  20,  1770,  Capt.  Elizur 
Goodrich,  of  Wcthersfield,  was  i)ermitted  to  export  in  the  Sloop  Betsey 
(himself  master)  SO  barrels  of  flour,  15  bbls.  of  pork,  0  oxen  and  60 
doz.  poultry  and  make  his  returns  in  salt. — Ilinmnn's  Revolntion. 

"Session  Feby.  28,  177S.  Col.  John  Chester  of  Wcthersfield  & 
others  shewed  the  Gov""  and  Council  that  in  Jan'"^  177S,  they  pur- 
chased of  this  state  a  number  of  salt  pans  kc  to  the  value  of  £;]20  18 
shilling  9fZ,  and  by  reason  of  lars:e  holes  in  said  pans,  they  were  useless, 
and  that  they  had  been  at  a  groat  expense  in  transporting  said  pans  .S:c 
from  the  furnace  in  Salsbury,  and  asked  to  be  released  from  said  con- 
tract." 

The  principal  results  of  the  campaign  of  1776  were  the  evacuation 
of  Boston,  by  the  British,  March  17th ;  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
July  4th;  the  Battle  of  Long  Island,  20th  August;  the  Retreat  through 
Westchester;  the  Battles  of  Fort  Washington,  the  Battle  of  Trenton  in 
December. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  in  possession  of  George  L.  Welles 
now  deceased,  a  grandson  of  the  writer,  who  had  already  been  in 
Capt.  Ilezekiah  Welles'  Wcthersfield  company,  at  the  siege  of  Boston, 
and  in  the  battle  on  Long  Island,  and  was  soon  to  be  in  the  affair  at 
White  Plains,  X.  Y. 

"Xew  York,  September  the  11,  1776. 

"My  Dear  Friend: 

"I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you,  to  let  you  know 
that  I  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health,  and  have,  ever  since  I  came  from 
home.  I  received  your  letters  witli  pleasure,  and  was  glad  to  hoar  that 
vou  are  well.  Brother  Joseph  [Wells]  has  been  sick,  and  has  set  out 
for  home,  some  days  ago.  Brothers  Solomon  Wolcott,  Seth  Wells,  Elisha 
Wolcott  [his  brother-in-law]  and  Samuel  Wells,  have  been  sick;  but 
have  got  better.  I  have  nothing  strange  to  write;  only  there  has  been  a 
steady  firing,  with  cannon  and  bombs,  for  this  three  days  past;  which 
has  done  but  little  damage. 
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"We  expect  a  l.iittle  tliis  day,  and  have  for  some  days  past.  But 
God  only  knows  how  soon  wo  shall  he  called  to  action.  I  know  that 
God  is  ahle  to  save  all  that  i)nt  their  [trust]  in  him. 

"I  must  conclude  with  sending  my  love  to  Fathers/  :N[uthers',  Broth- 
ers' and  Sisters'  acquaintance.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  line  from 
you,  as  quick  as  possible;  who  am  your  well  wisher  and  Loving  Hus- 
band, 

ELIJAH  WELLS." 

Campaujn    of    ;777._r)„,.i,io,   the    previous  campaign    (ITTH)    Col. 
Samuel  B.  Webb  of  Wetherstield  had  been  on  duty  in  Xew  York  City, 
and  after  June  21st,  as  aide  to  Gen.   Washington,   with  the   rank  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel.     And,  when  Washington  was  authorized  to  select 
the  officers  of  the  "additional."'  or  "Congress'  own"  regiments  raised 
for  the  Contin(>ntal  service,  he  gave  to  Webl).  the  conunand  of  that  from 
Connecticut.     ^^■illiaIn  T.  Livingston,  .'^on  of  Gov.  Livingston  of  Xew 
Jersey,   was  his   Lieutenant-Colonel,   but   resip-.ed    in    177!),    and    was 
succeeded  by  Col.  ElxMiezer  Hunrington  of  Xorwich,  Conn.     The  men 
were  enlisted  for  three  years  <.r  the  war.  and  were  to  be  freemen,  under 
50  years  of  age.     This  regiment,  on  14th  April,  1777,  rendezvoused  at 
Wethersfield.  and  marched  thence  to  Peekskill  on  the  Hudson,  where 
Gen.  Putnaiu   u-as  in  command,  and  where  it  formed  a  part  of  G(mi. 
Parsons'   brigade.      On  the   advance  of  the   British,    and   the   loss,    in 
October,    of   Forts   Clinton    and   :N[ontgomery,    it   crossed   to   the   west 
side  of   the    Hudson,    and,    for   a    time,    served    under   Gen.    Clinton. 
Early  in  December,  Col.  Webb  commanded  an  expedition  against  the 
British   stores   and   shipping   at   Setauket    and    Sag  ILirbor^on    Long 
Island;  and,  while  crossing  the  Sound,  the  vessel  in  which  he  was,  was 
attacked  and  captured  by  a  British  vessel.     Capt.   Edward  Bulkeley, 
and  Lieutenant    (afterwards  Captain)    John   Ptiley,   both  of  Wethers- 
€eld,  were  captured  with  him.     Webb  was  exchanged  January,   1781, 
and  the  other  two  in  December,  1780.     The  other  vessels  of  the  expedi- 
tion were  run   ashore   and   escaped   capture.      After   Webb's   capture, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston   took  conunand,   and   the  regiment   was 
sent    to    reinforce    General    Sullivan,    then    making    a    demonstration 
against  the  British  at  Newport,  B.  L,  with  tlie  expectation  of  aid  from 
the  French  fleet. 

The  other  Wethersfield  men  in  this  regiment  were  Lieutenant  S.vaf 
UEL  Wm.  Wit.t.t.v:^i.s.  promoted  captain  25  :\Larch,  1778.  and 
Lieutenant  Bookr  Wkli.ks,  who  was  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieutenant,  January  1,  1777,  in  Captain  Caleb  Bull's  company,  and 
First  Lieutenant,  :\Liy  16,  1778,  and  promoted  to  Captain,  April  9, 
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1780.  Lieutoiiaiit  \\'cllc.s  i.s  fouiul  en  tlio  \\>\U  f..r  Dcccmhor,  177S, 
in  Captain  Jnscpli  Walker's  cuiupany,  wlicro  ho  coiitinucil  until  April, 
1779,  wIr'Ii  he  is  rcportcil  iu  Captain  Thouias  Wnostcr's  oonipanv, 
who  became  a  superniiincrary  otKopr  and  ivtircil  April  G,  1770,  and  his 
lieutenant  resigned  the  same  UKuitli,  leaving  Lieutenant  Welles  in  com- 
mand of  the  company,  and  tin-  niily  cnnimissionod  otiicer  until  his  pro- 
motion to  Captain.  nenjamin  We-ten,  (X.)  was  made  Sergeant  .March 
10,  1777,  Knsign,  .May  K".,   177>,  and  resigned  July  i:],   1771). 

Col.   S.   B.    W'hb's   nrrjimcnt,   1777nSl. 
you-Coininissioii'U   ()fjii-(i:i   ami    M usiiiaus   from    Wcthrrs/icld. 


Serjeants.  Conipany. 

Elijali  Boanlnian   (X.)  Watson's 

Simeon  Orillin    (X.)  Bull's 

Thomas  Hoiiues    (N.)  \^'hitinnr's 

Daniel  Williams   (X.)  Hart's 

Corporals. 

Waitstill  Dickinson   (X.)  Walker's 

Musician. 

John  Kirciim,  Walker's 


Privates. 

Richard  Bacon    (X.) 
Edward  Brown   fS.) 
Curtis  Crane    (X.) 
Gideon  GofT 
Jacob  Griswold 
Jonathan  Hand 
Joseph  Hand 
Stephen  Kellog-g 
Jonathan  Miller 
Seth  Montajjue 
Thomas  ^forgan 
Zebulon  ]N[yjr;:at 
Joseph  Rowlandson, 
Asher  Ru«sell 
Josiah  Rnbhins 
Thomas  Stanley 
John  Turner 
Daniel  Ward 
Joshua  Wells 


Company. 

\^■yllys•. 

Hart's 

\\'oustcr's 

Alden's 

Bull's 

Wyllys's 

Bull's 

Wooster's 

Wooster's 

Wooster's 

Wyllys's 

Bull's 

Bull's 

BuU'.s 

Hart's 

Walker's 

Aldeii'.s 

\\  liitins's 

Walker's 


Fnlis 

tment. 

Term. 

Apr. 

22.  1777, 

3  years. 

Marc 

h   1,     " 
1,     " 

War. 
War. 

Feb. 

15,      " 

3  years. 

July 

21,  177S, 

War. 

July 

21,  1778, 

3  years. 

F.nlistnient. 

Term. 

^r.iy 

8,  1777, 

War. 

Jan'y 

25,     " 

U'ar. 

Feb.' 

28,   1778, 

War. 

Feb. 

28,   1777, 

War. 

June 

1,     " 

War. 

Feb. 

21,     " 

War. 

Apr. 

22,     " 

War. 

Apr. 

22,     " 

War. 

June 

11.     " 

War. 

-May 

30,     " 

War. 

May 

31,     " 

War. 

July 

2      " 

War. 

June 

8,     " 

\\ar. 

June 

25,     " 

War. 

May 

30,     " 

War. 

July 

21,   1778, 

War. 

Apr. 

28,  1777, 

War. 

Feb. 

A.     " 

War. 

Feb. 

20,   1773, 

War. 

Every  soldier  who  enlisted  was  entitled  to  a  l)oun1y  of  $20.  a  suit 
of  clothes,  and  to  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment.  Every  Colonel  was  entitled  to  500  acres,  and 
inferior  officers  to  an  infonuediate  amount.  In  the  case  of  Captain 
Welles,  it  may  be  stated  in  tliis  connection  that  he  received  no  land 
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during  his  life,  but  after  his  (h-ath,  which  occurred  ^Marcli  27,  1795, 
his  widow,  Joiaiuia  Welles,  as  a<iministratrix,  was  granted  April  22, 
1796,  a  warrant.  Xo.  2.049,  fur  :UH)  acres  of  land,  which  was  located  in 
U.  S.  Military  Tract  of  Ohio,  upon  the  1st  quarter  of  the  2d  Township 
in  the  17th  Kange,  now  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  for  which  a  patent 
was  issued  ^larch  14,  ISOO.  Donljtless  there  were  others  in  this  regi- 
ment from  Wcthcrstield,  but  the  above  list  contains  the  names  of  all 
whose  residence  ir;  actually  given  at  Wetherstield  on  the  muster  rolls. 
(Conn.  Men  in  the  Revohtlion,  pp.  24(i-251).  But  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  residence  of  the  soldiers  is  not  given. 

Colonel  Henry  Sherbunic  of  Rhode  Island  conuuanded  one  of  the 
"additional"  regiments  ordered  by  Congress  for  the  Continental  Army 
of  1777.  Throe  of  its  six  companies  were  raised  in  Coniu^cticut,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  ^leigs.  The  regiment  was  disbanded  ^lay  1,  1780, 
and  the  men  distributed  to  other  commands.  Its  record  is  identical 
with  that  of  Col.  S.  B.  Wclib's,  with  which  it  was  brigaded.  The  three 
captains  from  Connecticut  were  Abijah  Savage  of  ^lidtlletown,  i\jnos 
Stanton  of  Groton,  and  Elijah  Blackman  of  Middletown. 

The  men  from  Wetherstield  were  as  follows : — 

Fifer.  Company.  Enlistment. 

Richard  BeUliny  Savage'3  March  7,  1777. 

Privates. 

Richard  Beckley  .Savage's  Feb.       26,   1778. 

Jonathan  Mygato  "  March   18,   1777. 

Belding  and  Beckley  were  transferred  to  Col.  S.  B.  Webb's  regiment 
May  1,  1780,  and  ^lygate  was  discharged  in  the  spring  of  1780.  (Conn. 
Men  in  the  Rev.,  pp.  253-4). 

There  were  some  who  enlisted  in  Colonel  Webb's  regiment  only  for 
the  campaign  of  1780.     Those  from  Xewington  in  this  class  were 


Joseph  Andrus, 

Enl 

listed 

Aug.      7,  1780, 

Discharged 

Dec. 

4,  '80. 

Joseph  Atwood, 

" 

Aug.    18,     " 

" 

Dec. 

4,    " 

John  Deming, 

" 

•July      18,     " 

Joseph  Churchill, 

" 

Aug.      18,     " 

« 

Dec. 

16,    " 

John  Hurlbut, 

(Id. 

July      17,     " 
,,   p.   253.) 

" 

Dec. 

4,    " 
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Captain  Ciiksteu  Wki.lks^  of  Wetlicrsficid,  also  conunandcd  a  com- 
pany in  General  Wolcott's  brigade,  under  Putnam,  at  Pcekskill,  N.  Y., 
from  March  to  June  of  this  year.  The  "Pay-abstract  of  this  company, 
in  Colonel  Lelcher's  regiment  of  militia  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut— including  one  day's  pay  for  every  20-miles'  travel  home,"  presers-es 
the  following  names — mostly  those  of  Wethersfield  men — all  "arrived 
[at  Peekskillj   Apl.  10;  disoh.  :\Iay  2L>d. 

Capt.  Chester  Welles  Sgt.  Joseph  Goodrich  Corj)'!   Uicliard  Montague 

1st  Lt.  Charles   Hutlcr  Sgt.  Daniel  Deming  Private  (J/.ias  Dix 

2d  Lieut.  Isaac  North  Tifer  Ahijah  Porter  Private   David   Wright 

Ensign  Joseph  Williams  (?)       Corp'I  .In.siah   Hutlcr  Private  John    P"or|r]hs 

Sgt.  Simeon  Deming  Corp'I    Jesse    Dix  Private  Silas  Ihnlbult 

Sgt.  Josiah  GolT  Corp'lW  illiain  Coltijn 

There  were,  also,  during  tliis  year,  a  noticeably  large  number  of 
enlistments  of  AVetherstield  men  in  th(^  first  and  second  troops  of  Shel- 
don's Light  Dragoons;  as  well  as  others  (officers  and  men)  in  other  cav- 
alry regiments.  Among  these  we  may  especially  note  ^[ajor  Bexjamin 
Tallmadge  and  Captain  Ezekiel  Pokter  Beldkx,  to  whose  personal 
efforts  those  enlistments  were  prol)ably  largely  duo.  The  former  officer, 
it  is  said,  equipped  many  of  these  cavalrymen  at  his  own  e.xponse. 

Jonathan  Dejiixg  and  Xatuaxiel  CiirncniLL  were  commissioned 
by  the  Assembly,  respoctivoly  as  conunissary  and  second  lieutenant, 
and  Joiix  Fraxcis  as  ensign  in  "the  battalion  to  be  raised  for  the 
defense  of  the  State" ;  and  at  the  IMay  session,  Howell  Woodbridge 
was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Militia  Regiment, 
Joseph  Webb,  First  Lieutenant ;  and  Absalom  Williams,  Ensign  in 
First  Company,  and  .;Lvrox  Hubbard,  Ensign  in  Sixth  Company, 
same  regiment.  At  the  August  session  of  the  Assembly,  Williams  was 
advanced  to  a  first  lieutenancy,  his  place  as  ensign  being  filled  by 
William  Warxer,  Jr. 

Saltpetre  works,  for  the  manufacture  of  powder  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  were  erected  by  Samuel  IJoardman  and  Daniel  Hinsdale,  in 
Broad  Street — as  appears  from  "a  list  of  expenses,  etc.,  connected  with 
the  building  and  operating"  of  the  said  works — 20th  January,  177G,  to 
February  17,  1777.  Original  in  possession  of  \Y.  F.  J.  Boardman, 
of  Hartford. 

The  important  events  of  this  year  (1777)  were  the  battles  of  Ben- 
nington, August  10;  of  Brandywine,  11th  September,  and  of  German- 
town,  4th  October,  in  which  two  engagements  the  advantage  was  with 
the  British  and  gave  them  pos.session  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  surren- 
der of  Burgoyno's  anny,  17th  October,  to  General  Gates. 
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Campalrjn  of  I77S. — Let  lis  tui'ii  tdr  a  iiKniictit  from  the  Wcnhcrs- 
ficlfl  men  in  tlic  tirld.  to  tlio  Wctlu  rsticM  men  at  lioiiif,  and 
see  wliat  tlicy  were  doinir  for  the  foiniuoii  cause.  Enlistments, 
this  year,  went  on  slowly;  the  previous  winter  (1777-78),  had 
been  a  hard  one;  small-pox  had  provailed  lamely  in  some  parts  of  the 
State.  Townsmen  i;eiicrally,  ami  tlio-o  wIk^  IukI  direction  of  puMic 
affairs,  found  their  hands  and  hearts  heavily  hurdened. 

W(  tJirrsfiehl  Toi'-n  WjIc^  show  that,  ou  Tih  \])V\\  of  this  year  (  K"'^^, 
^Messrs.  Elisha  \Vrii:;ht,  Josiah  Smith,  Joseph  Weiih,  Dan  Ayrault,  Sol. 
Wells,  John  Uelden,  John  Fiohins  (all  of  the  First  Society)  ;  Klias  Wil- 
liams, William  (Iriswold,  Fenj.  Morton  (  all  of  Stepney)  ;  Gideon  IFunn, 
Charles  Churchill,  Eli  Stoddard  (all  of  Xewington  parish)  ;  and  Sol. 
Dunham  and  Theodore  Feckley,  of  Beckley  (Quarter,  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  provide  necessaries  for  the  families  of  soldiers — as  per  a 
recent  order  of  the  General  Assenildy. 

July  2d  of  this  year,  John  Chester,  Dan.  Fuck,  John  Wrii;ht,  Justus 
Filey,  Jacol)  Fihy,  Joseph  liulkeley.  Wait  Fohhins,  Chas.  Churchill, 
James  Welles,  and  Henj.  Feckhy,  were  chosen  hv  town  vote,  as  a  com- 
mittee to  procure  sumincr  clothiiii;-  for  Wetherstield  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental line,  and,  on  the  <'.th  of  the  same  month,  the  '"cai^tains  of  the 
Militia  and  Alarm  List  companies"  were  authorized  to  purchase  the  same 
from  Will,  ^lny,  at  a  smn  not  to  exceed  £7)-Gs  therefor.  Also,  the  Touti 
was  to  furnish  arms  to  such  soldiers  as  were  too  poor  to  huy  them;  and 
a  bounty  of  £20  was  voted  to  each  man  "hired"  to  enter  the  Continental 
Army,  or  serve  in  the  "Detachments  of  the  ^lilitia,"  i.  c,  those  mem- 
bers of  the  militia,  who,  from  time  to  time,  might  be  drafted  for  some 
special  duty. 

And,  aijain,  29th  September.  Elizur  Goodrich,  Appleton  Robbins, 
Elijah  Wright  and  James  Stanley  (First  Society),  Joseph  Fulklev 
(Stepney),  ^[artin  Kellogg,  Janna  Doming  and  Lieutenant  Levi  Xash 
(Xewington),  were  chosen  a  committee  to  procure  clothing  for  soldiers; 
contributed  articles  to  be  forwarded  to  ^Eiddletown,  Conn.,  and  to 
Peekskill,  X".  Y.  And,  in  following  December,  a  rate  of  Gci  per  pound 
was  laid  to  defray  this  expense. 

The  Assembly,  at  its  October  session,  required  the  to^^•ns  to  choose 
committees  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  otlicers  and  soldiers  "gone  to  the 
war";  also,  to  provide  one  or  more  lin(-n,  or  flannel  shirts;  one  hunt- 
ing shirt,  or  frock,  one  pair  of  woolen  overalls,  one  or  two  pair  of 
stockings  and  one  pair  of  shoes  for  each  officer,  or  soldier. 
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Mr.  Ezckicl  William.-;,  of  WcthersficlJ,  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 
was  ordorod  to  romovc  certain  prisoners  from  the  Hartford  Court 
House.  He  had  been  appointed  to  this  responsible  office  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  ^lay  of  this  year,  and  lield  it  most  acceptably  during  the 
whi>le  course  of  the  \var. 

On  D('coml)er  ;]lsr,  177S,  a  committee  was  chosen  (consistini:  of 
John  T^)oMen,  Ji>siah  Smith,  Josiah  GiMidrich,  Stephou  Willard.  Elicu 
Dickinson,  Josiah  Ii(.i)l)ins.  John  Hanmer,  Zacli.  iiunce,  Jr.,  Eln-nezer 
Hale,  Peter  Purnham  and  William  Hurlburt  (Fimt  Sociely)  ;  Joseph 
Bidkeley,  Eben  Goodrich,  Moses  Williams,  Eliel  Williams,  Aaron  Bel- 
den  and  Rich.  Robbins  ( i^fcpncy)  ;  Jacob  Piley,  Martin  Kellogq,  Jr., 
in  the  field;  and  a  rate  of  GtZ  per  pound  was  laid;  the  ordinary  rate  for 
Town  expenses,  at  this  time,  being  Is  2/-'.  per  pound. 

The  principal  events  of  this  year  were  the  acknowlodgniont,  by 
France,  (1th  February,  of  the  Independeiice  of  the  United  Colonies; 
and  the  battle  of  ^lonmoiuh,  X.  J. — a  victory  for  us,  2Sth  Jiuie ;  but 
the  Southern  States  were  still  held  and  ravaged  by  the  British  General 
Clinton. 

"A  company,  niostly  of  Wethrrstiold  men,  were  on  duty  at  AMiite 
Plains,  iii!'l«r  Captain  Elijah  Wkkjiit,  in  June  of  this  year.  Captain 
Wright  and  his  first  lieutenant,  Gouniacii,  had  been  commissioned  bv 
the  General  Assembly,  at  its  Xoveraber  session,  1776,  in  the  Third 
Company,  Third  Battalion. 

"Their  muster  roll  was  as  follows: 


Elijah   Wrijrht,  Capt., 
Isaac  Gcodrich.  1st  Lieut., 
John  Franci'=.  2d  Lieut., 
Benajah  Boardman,  Serg't, 
Eliziir  Talcott,  Serg"t, 
Selah   North,   Serg't, 
Fran.  Xicholson,  Serg't, 

Privates: 
Amasa  Adams, 
John  Andrus, 
Amos  Buck, 
Thomas  Bidwcll, 
Levi  Boardman, 
Jonatli.   Brook,. 
Elijah   Brook, 
Elisha  Baxter, 
Giles  Bulkeley, 
David   Bid  well, 
Ephr.  Bidwell, 
Elizur  Brooks, 


Eben  Curtis, 

Will   Curtis, 

Nath'l  Churchill, 

jNfatt.   Covin, 

Asa  Fox    (transferred  to  Cont.  Line), 

Roger  Clapp, 

Justus  Francis, 

Jesse  Goodrich, 

Josiah    Griswold, 

Matt.  Hale, 

Evett    (  ?)    Ilollister, 

Steph.  Hurlburt, 

James  Hatch, 

Asahel  Hollister, 

Levi  Lovcland. 

Alvan  .Montague, 

Xathan  Nicholson, 

John   Pitkin, 

Joseph  Steele, 

David  Stillnian, 

Jesse  Sanford, 
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Tho3.  Brooks, 

Zion  Wontworth, 

Silas  Ilurlburt, 

Elizur   llul)l);ir<l, 

Roswell   GooJrich    (fifcr) , 

John   Kirkliain    (drummer), 

Thos.  Stiinlcy, 

Reuben  Ta\lor, 

Asahcl  Taylor, 

Joseph  Taylor, 


Geo.  Tryon, 
Elisha  Welles, 
Elisha  Wethorvvell, 
Joseph  Wheeler, 
Asa  Wright, 
David  Wright, 
Joshua  Welles, 
Ezekicl  Wineliell, 
Eben  Wright, 
Waitslill   Dickinson. 


Commissions  issued  to  Wethorstirld  men  this  year  by  the  Asscnihly 
were  (at  May  session)  to  John  Francis,  as  lieutenant  of  2d  Co.,  Ahinn 
List,  6th  Eegiment,  and  Nathaniel  Goodeich,  Ensign. 

Besides  those  who  served  in  Connecticut  State  regiments,  many 
Wetherslield  men  were  enlisted  in  the  regular,  or  Continental  Army 
of  the  newly  organized  United  States.  The  following  list  of  03  such, 
credited  to  the  Continental  line,  from  Wethersfield,  was  found  by 
Charles  J.  Iloadlcy,  Esq.,  State  Librarian,  among  some  papers  belong- 
ing to  William  Williams,  of  Lebanon,  Conn. 


Ashbel  Riley, 
Abner  Andrews, 
iloses    rJeiueii, 
Jonathan  Aliller, 
Dick  Loom  is, 
Thoa.  Wilson, 
Simeon  Holmes, 
Waitstill  Dickinson, 
John  Kirkhiini, 
Asher  Russell, 
Ezekiel  Winchell, 
Stephen  Dormonte, 
Rich.  Belden, 
Steph.  Kellogg, 
Seth  Montague, 
Jared   Bunce, 
Dan.  Ward, 
Joshua  Welles, 
Joseph  Rowlandson, 
Caesar  Freeman, 
Simeon  GrifTm, 


Elijah    15oardiiian, 
llez.   Konte   [Nott], 
Tho.   Holmes, 
Gideon  GofTe, 
Moses  Hatch, 
J)avid  T-indsay, 
Abr.  Belden, 
Joseph  Treat, 
Benj.  Dix, 

Ichabod  Goodrich, 

Joseph   Johnson, 

John   Forbes, 

Rich.   Bacon, 

Curtis    Crane, 

Moses   Griswold, 

Sol.    Williams, 

Sam.   Welles, 

Sam.   Kirkham, 

Levi   Latimer, 

Edmond  Weatherhead, 

Will  Clark, 


Jonathan  Dallibier  [Delliber?], 

Joseph  Waters, 

.Tpbez   .Sizcr, 

Chas.  Treat, 

Caleb  Miller, 

Will  Morrison, 

Dan.    Sizer, 

Peter   Mohawk, 

Sim.  Griffin, 

Tho.    Morgan, 

Zebulon  Mygatt, 

Edward   Brown, 

.John  Dowl   (  ?), 

.Josluia  Cone, 

Josiah   Robbins, 

Will  Ware   [Weir?], 

Asa  Andrus, 

Isaac  Palmer, 

Jared    [  ?]    Goodrich, 

Eben  Stoddard, 

Sam.   Weaver. 


Some  on  this  list  were  officers,  some  had  served  in  the  State  regi- 
ments; many  were  from  families  prominent  in  the  town  to-day.  Abner 
Andrus  was  a  slave,  freed  by  John  Wright  and  Luke  Fortune,  on  con- 
dition of  serving  in  the  army.  Caesar  Freeman,  also  a  slave,  was 
freed  by  Elias  Williams,  on  the  same  condition,  as  were  others,  whose 
names  do  not  here  appear. 
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At  the  January  (S[i(rial)  session  of  the  General  Assemhly,  this  year, 
JosKPii  Wi:i;i!,  was  made  a  eoininissioner  for  Wethcrsfiekl,  to  receive 
subscriptions  to  the  Continental  Loan;  and  Colonel  Chester  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  eonniiittee  with  General  Wadsworth  and  Cohmel  Pitkin, 
to  adjust  accounts  with  the  Lead  ^line  at  ^liddletown.  At  the  ^Lay 
session,  Lakxabas  Diam:  eV-  Co.,  bouglit  of  the  Governor  and  Coiincil  of 
Safety,  "a  nimdjer  of  small  cannon,  now  at  the  furnace  at  Salisbury,'* 
and  the  Legislature  granted  them  liberty  to  bring  said  cannon  to  Weth- 
ers field." 

Campainn  of  1779. — The  strain  of  a  war  now  in  its  third  year  began 
to  be  heavily  felt  by  the  people  at  large.  The  first  ardor  of  encounter 
had  died  away,  the  country  had  •"settled  down  to  business'';  there  was 
a  scarcity  of  clothing  and  j)rovisions  in  the  army;  some  of  the  soldiers 
in  the  field  were  getting  tired;  others  were  Hearing  the  end  of  their 
terms  of  enlistment ;  some  few  were  deserting — and  the  burden  of 
keeping  the  ranks  fidl  and  the  families  of  the  soldiers  supplied  with 
the  necessaries  of  life,  evidently  bore  heavily  upon  those  at  home — as 
may  be  seen  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  "Town's  Vt>tes."  Yet  there 
was  no  fiinching — at  home  or  in  the  field. 

February  Sth,  Geo.  Stanley  and  Justus  Riley  (First  Society)  ; 
Joseph  Eulkeley  and  Josiah  Grimes,  (Slepncy)  ;  Charles  Churchill 
and  Josiah  "Willard  (Xcivin/jlon)  ;  Enoch  Kelsey  {Bncldcy's  Quarter), 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  soldiers'  blankets;  and  a  special 
tax  of  2(7  per  pound  raised  for  the  purpose. 

March  29tli,  1779,  Elizur  Go<jdricli,  Ephraim  "Williams,  John  Rob- 
bins,  Jr.,  and  Stephen  Riley,  were  added  to  the  Committee  for  provid- 
ing for  soldiers'  families,  with  a  special  tax  of  2d  per  pound. 

June  21st,  1779,  Geo.  Stanley,  Win.  ^fay,  Aaron  Ilosford,  Josiah 
Grimes,  Jr.,  Josiah  Willard,  Chas.  Chiirchill  and  Sol.  Dunham,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  provide  clothing  for  the  Town's  quota  of 
soldiers  in  the  Continental  army,  and  a  tax  of  2  shillings  per  pound 
laid  to  raise  the  means  to  pay  for  the  same.  Josiah  Collins  was  added 
to  the  Committee,  August  10th  following. 

On  this  later  date,  also,  a  bounty  of  £100  in  Continental  money 
was  voted  by  the  Town  to  each  sohlier  drafted  for  service  in  the  Conti- 
nental Line,  or  in  either  of  the  two  battalions  raised  by  this  State, 
to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  March  next,  by  himself,  or  by  a  substi- 
tute accepted  by  the  !Muster-!Master.  A  rate  of  2s  per  pound  was  laid 
to  defray  this  expense;  which  rate,  in  December,  was  raised  to  85  per 
pound. 
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At  its  ^[ay  session,  this  year,  the  Asseiiihly  conmiissiuncd  Joiix 
Francis,  Lieuteiumt  to  one  of  "tho  two  reiriinents  now  to  be  raised." 
Charles  Dix,  Lieutenant  in  1st  Ahimi  List,  Gth  Keg't.  Jacob  Dix, 
Ensign. 

This  Alarm  L'kI .  was  ;i  ^niitia  nescrre,  establishccl  by  thf  General 
Assembly  iu  hcc,  177*1,  lo  be  fornied  in  every  town  in  the  State,  of 
such  males,  between  tlie  ai;cs  of  l(i  iind  tiO,  who  (for  various  reasi.ns), 
were  not  mustered  in  the  militia  traiivbands.  ^lany  such  had  previ- 
ously belonged  to  the  militia — some  had  even  been  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  iniliti;i,  and  were  supposed  to  be  ''willing 
and  able  to  fight  in  d(4Vnse  uf  their  country."  The  xilann  List  em- 
braced almost  every  male  in  the  State  (niend)ers  of  the  Council,  the 
House  of  riepresentatives  and  the  American  Congress,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  of  State,  ollicers  and  .--liiilents  of  Yale  College,  ministers  of 
the  Gospel,  negroes,  Indians  and  niul-ittoes  c.rcrplcd).  Its  members 
were  required  to  find  their  own  equipment,  to  hold  themselves  ready  in 
case  of  an  alarm,  choose  their  own  officers;  and  each  company  was  to 
consist,  as  nearly  as  possible,  >>{  (;4  privates;  though  if  they  could  imt 
make  up  30,  inchuling  officers,  they  were  to  be  joined  to  the  company 
of  some  other  town.  In  active  service  they  were  to  be  under  command 
of  the  field  officers  of  the  respective  militia  regiments  in  whose  dis- 
trict the  com]Kiiiy  was  Incated;  and  they  were  under  the  same  service 
regulations  as  the  militia — and  their  members,  like  the  militia  men, 
could,  if  drafted,  procure  a  substitute,  or  exemption  on  payment  of  £5 
to  the  Town  Treasurer,  within  a  month.  By  a  division  into  four  equal 
classes — a  most  equitable  division  of  duty  was  secured.  Persons  over 
50  years  of  age,  and  millers,  ferrymen  and  such  as  were  deemed  nec- 
essary to  the  ptddic  convenience,  were  not  called  out  of  town,  but  per- 
formed a  "home-giuird"  duty.  The  Reserve  was  formed  from  tho  differ- 
ent regiments  in  a  military  district.  In  the  district  to  -which  AVethers- 
field  belonged — the  Sixth  Alilitia — one-fourth  of  the  regiment  were  used 
as  minute  men. 

The  British,  then  in  possession  of  Rhode  Island  with  a  large 
naval  force,  and  threatened  by  the  approach  of  a  French 
fleet,  were  hea\'ily  re-inforced  at  Xewport  by  another  fleet, 
having  received  intelligence  of  the  French  fleet,  sent  to  Xew- 
port a  large  body  of  rc-inforccmonts  in  a  fleet.  Both  fleets  com- 
menced manncuvering  to  obtain  advantageinis  positi(jn.  during  which 
period  a  violent  storm  anjse  wliieh  disal)le(l  and  dispersed  both.  General 
Sullivan,  finding  that  he  shotdd  be  unable  to  dislodge  the  British  from 
Xewport,  withdrew  to  the  north  end  of  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  on 
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which  ^-ewi>ort  is  silu.r.>.l,  ^vus  pur.Mir.l,  ovrrtakon.  an-l  f.-lloucl  by 
the  severe  battk.  at  (hiak-T  an.)  Unu.  Hill-.  Au.:mM  -•»,  1..8,  when 
the  British  attaok  was  n-puksed.  During'  the  nighi  the  American  Army 
crossed  over  to  tho  n.aiu  kmd.  Lioutcnaiit-Cuk-uel  Liv,ng.t..n  and  his 
regiment  we.v  partic-uku-ly  .•.munnukd  f.r  .k.-ir  gaUaut  conduct.  The 
regiment  remained  in  Uh-de  l.knul  thnm^k  tk.  year  l"'.K  and  marclied 
to  winter  quarters,  at  ^b,rri.r..^vn,  New  .I.-VMy.  f.  r  rke  wuuer  .d  1 .  .  0- 
SO      The  Urlti.-k  evacuated  ^ewi-nrt  in  tin-  Autumn  ot  1.  .'J. 

Gen.  Wavne's  capture  ef  Smny  I'^int.  nu  the  llud..ai.  July  15,  and 
Paul  Jones'  great  naval  victory  iu  the  lion  Ilo.un,  Eunard  over  the 
Serapis  were  the  most  imi-.-rtant  engagements  el  thii  year. 

n  ■  /    i-<-n       III   rlip  siiriiu'  of  this  vear.  Col.   vS.   C    U  ebb  3 

Campaiqn  u     1>^(). — lu  tue  ^pll"^  .  -    ,    ^r 

•         w    r-   „    v;,.,,.!-*^  i;ri"Ml.-^    1  k-ut.-r...  IIuntinL'ton 
regiment  was  assia'ned  to  (.en.  Maik  >  l.iu..<i'    .  i--   '  ^  •  ^ 

commanding.  It  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Spnngneld  >..  J-  --xl 
June,  and  with  the  nunu  arn,y  on  the  Iltukon  auring  the  summer 
Upon  a  memorial  of  Ck  Huntington,  the  A~~embly  ot  Connecticut 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  ITSO,  adopted  the  regiment  as  one 
of  the  "Connecticut  Line,"'  and  a  committee  of  Congress  m  Camp 
Preakness,  X.  J.,  approval  tb,.  nuasure  June  JO.  IT-'-  It  -as  desig- 
nated t^-  ^":lth  Ecgimcut.  (Com-.  Men  u,  //..■  ;:.  , ...  p.  :45;.  It  went 
into  winter  quarters  during  tbe  winter  of  17^0-^1  with  the  divisio^  at 
Camp  '-Connecticut  Village,"  above  the  Kobin^on  H.-use  opposite  West 
Point,  a  mile  from  the  river.  At  this  camp  the  re.'imenrs  ot  the  Con- 
necticut Line"  were  consolidated  into  a  new  f.,rma:i..n.  which  ha^heeu 
ordered  bv  Congress,  and  went  into  effect  Jany.  1.  17^1.  CoL  Webbs 
and  the  Second  regiments  were  consolidated  into  the  Third,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  AVebb,  now  (  by  exckange)   at  liberty. 

Capt.  ^yeUrs  ami  his  Lcttrrs.-VChcn  Gen.  Lafavette's  Light  Infan- 
trv  Corps  was  orizanized  in  I7s0,  Capt.  Ror.Kn  Wki.i.ks.  of  Wetherstidd 
was  assi-ned  to  one  of  the  Connecticut  companies.  Capr.  Welles  wrote 
to  his  faOier,  Solomon  Welles,  of  Wethersfield,  Sept.  0.  1750,  from  the 
"Light  Infantry  Camp,  near  Xew  Bridge,"  as  follows:— 

"Hon'd.  Sir:  .. 

'•I  am  now  to  acknowledce  the  receipt  of  your  letter  by  Capt.  WU- 
liams,  which  I  should  have  done  long  since  had  my  situation  m  the 
Re-t.  been  such  as  it  usually  was;  hut  the  most  of  the  time  during  tbe 
present  campaign  I  have  been  detached  from  the  main  army,  among 
those  who  have  acted  as  Light  Troops ;  and  am  now  with  the  established 
Cerps  of  Lidit  Infantrv,  and  have  been  constantly  on  the  wmg,  which 
has  prevented  mv  writing  frequently.      *     *     ^     Nothing  material  has 
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happened  of  late.  A  few  days  .since  a  |)arr  nf  the  army  went  to  Bergen 
foraging,  and  drove  cattle  from  within  gunsliot  of  the  enemy's  work.-^, 
without  their  tiring  a  shot,  and  have  eight  or  ten  days  laid  in  the 
English  ncighhorhood,  within  three  miles  of  Fort  Wa.shingtnn,  without 
any  molestation.  The  enemy,  hy  their  suffering  our  army  to  range 
and  scour  the  eijuntry  within  their  lines  of  all  the  cattle  and  forage, 
confess  a  want  of  enterprise  or  an  inferiority  of  force.  Xews  we  have 
none  that  I  can  give  the  particulars  of.  Two  or  three  days  ago  it  was 
reported  that  Gen.  Gates  with  his  army  near  Charlf-ton  in  Caroline  had 
unexpectedly  fallen  in  with  the  Briti.-li  army,  on  which  a  severe  action 
ensued;  that  our  army  finally  gave  way  and  retired  from  the  field  with 
loss,  hut  accounts  since  are  more  favurahle.     This  is  Camp  news." 

On  Sept.  22(1,  ITSO,  Capt.  Welles  wrote  from  "Camp  Tappan"  to  his 
father,  of  the  generosity  of  Gen.  Lafayette,  as  follows: — 

''The  Marquis,  wIkj  conunauds  the  Light  Infantry,  lias  lieen  so  gen- 
erous as  to  present  each  othcer  with  a  genteel  sword,  a  rich  epaulet, 
and  cockade,  and  red  and  black  feather,  as  marks  of  distinction  for  his 
Division.  And  now  has  on  hand  a  quantity  of  superfine  hroadcloth,  a 
suit  of  which,  tcigether  with  its  trimmings  complete,  will  be  flelivered 
to  all  the  officers  in  his  Division  for  four  guineas  each,  which  is  thouirht 
to  bo  very  liUle  more  than  one  third  its  value.'' 

He  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  his  necessities  antl  of  the  great  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  currency  at  tliat  time,  as  f(jllows : — 

"But  I  am  not  so  happy  as  to  be  possessed  of  either  paper  or  hard 
money  of  my  own,  however  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  borrow  it, 
which  I  have  ventured  to  do  rather  than  lose  the  opportunity  of  procur- 
ing clothes  at  so  cheap  a  rate  at  this  difficidt  time. 

"And  now.  Sir,  emboldened  by  past  favors,  T  have  a  very  particular 
one  to  request  at  this  time,  which  is  that  of  about  eighteen  hard  dollars 
to  repay  what  I  have  borrowed,  or  an  equal  siuii  in  j)apcr  at  the  rate  of 
70  or  75  for  one,  which  it  goes  at  here  current.  I  e.xpected  to  have 
received  something  before  this  from  the  State,  of  the  money  kind,  but 
it  seems  what  they  have  done  does  not  relieve  our  present  necessities." 

At  the  end  of  that  year's  campaign  Capt.  "Welles  wrote,  Dec.  4,  17S0, 
from  "Camp  Highlands,"  to  his  father,  in  part   as  follows: — 

"The  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  was  last  week  dissolved,  after  wasting 
the  campaign  in  mana:uvering,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  Marquif, 
whose  expectations  were  greatly  raised  from  his  honorable  command. 
But  he  has  only  to  regret  that  he  has  had  no  opportunity  to  distin-a 
^uish  himself.     We  yesterday  removed  from  West  Point  to  this  pla^  oUg 
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which  lays  b(>r\vc('u  the  Point  an<l  Fishkill,  alxmt  one  mile  East  of  tlio 
River,  betwoon  two  liii;h  inouiitaiiis,  wlicro  we  arc  to  hut." 

At  this  phico  thp  solditTS  of  tlic  "Conn.  Line"  built  good  huts,  getting 
the  logs  and  timber  from  the  woods,  and  tlie  Camp  beeamc  known  as  the 
"Connecticut  Village,"  or  "Connecticut  JIuts."  The  winter  of  1780-81 
was  here  quietly  passed,  although  officers  and  men  suffered  from  the 
long  delay  in  adjusting  their  pay  accounts.  A  general  reduction  was 
ordered  in  the  numl)er  of  regiments,  and  the  eight  from  Connecticut 
were  reduced  to  five.  The  new  formation  went  into  effect  January  1, 
1781.  The  ninth  r(>giment  was  incorpcu-atcd  with  the  second  and 
became  the  third  in  the  lunv  arrangeuKMit,  under  tlie  command  of  Col. 
S.  B.  Wel)b.  There  were  nine  companies  in  this  regiment,  and  four 
of  the  nine  were  commanded  In-  Ca|)tains  from  Wethersfield,  viz.: 
Roger  Well(\s,  Edward  Dulkley,  John  Ililey,  and  Samuel  William 
Williams.  Tlie  term  of  service  was  from  January  1,  1781,  to  January 
1,  1783. 

"One  of  the  last  incidents  of  the  year  1780  was  an  attempt  made  by 
Col.  Humphreys  to  cajiture  Sir  Henry  (.'liiiton,  or  the  German  Gen- 
eral, Knypliausen,  at  Xew  "i'ork.  With  Capt.  Ko(;kr  Wkllks, 
two  other  otticuis  and  alxjut  forty  men,  he  went  down  the  Hudson, 
December  25th,  in  the  hope  of  surprising  one  of  the  generals  at 
his  quarters  in  the  city.  The  wind,  however,  as  Heath  tells  us,  rose 
freshly  from  the  northwest  during  the  night,  and  the  three  boats  of  the 
expedition  were  driven  past  tlie  liattery.  A  landing  being  impossible, 
they  slipped  by  the  enemy's  shijiping  in  the  harbor,  went  through  the 
Narrows,  and  finally  made  their  way  unobserved  to  Brunswick,  whence 
the  party  returned  by  land  to  the  army  on  Jan.  1st.  The  undertaking 
was  a  daring  one,  but  Plumphreys  had  had  some  experience  in  such 
warfare,  as  he  accompanied  Col.  Meigs  on  his  famous  Sag  Harbor 
expedition  in  1777,  and  in  1778,  himself  took  a  party  across  the 
Sound  and  l)urned  some  snpjdy  vessels.* 

There  were  "water  guards,"  so-called,  stationed  on  the  Hudson  River, 
at  West  Point  and  at  Verplanck's  Point  to  watch  the  river  to 
prevent  any  surprise  from  the  enemy  below.  Capt.  Welles  was  en- 
trusted with  a  command  in  this  service  in  the  winter  of  1780-81. 
Gen.  Washington  wrr>te  to  ^lajor-General  Heath,  who  was  stationed  at 
West  Point,  a  letter  dated  Jan.  ;3,  17S1,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract:  "As  I  conceive  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
posts  below,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  attempting  a  surprise,  to 


^Maj.-Gen.  Heath's  Memoirs   (Boston,  1798),  268,  and  Yale  in  the  Revolution,  313. 
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have  a  cat'taiu's  comnian.l  Lt  the  wator  guard.  I  would  have  Captain 
Welles  continued  in  that  service  with  his  detachnicnt/' 

Gen.  "Washington  wrote  again  to  Gen.  Iloath,  Feb.  IS.  ITSI,  as 
follows : 

"As  Captain  Welks  i>  the  ollicor  who  properly  commands  Webb's 
Light  Company,  you  will  ..r<!fr  him  to  join  the  Light  Corps  with  such 
men  as  belong  to  the  rc-ginirnr.  and  y.,u  will  U-  plfu^ed  to  relievo  him 
with  an  officer  well  acquainted  with  boat  .serviro.  a^  after  the  nv.^r 
is  clear  of  ice,  vigilance  on  the  water  will  be  niorf  than  ever  necessary. 

Amon<r  the  military  coumiissions  granted  ly  the  Gi-noral  As- 
sembly at  its  January  (Special)  Se?>ion,  thi-^  y,>ar,  were  ..lie  to 
Joiix  Fkaxcis,  as  Lieutoiiant  of  the  1st  Co.,  and  to  David  Dkmixg, 
as  Lieutenant  of  -^d  Co.  in  the  tirst  of  the  two  regiments  being  raised 
at  this  time. 

At  its  April  (Spcci;d')  Se-r-ion.  the  followiuir  were  commis-ioiied 
Joiix  Fkaxcis,  Captain  of  2nd  Co.,  Alarm  Li.~r,  0th  Rrgf.  Johx 
WooDiiOL-sK,  Lieut.,  and  Sam.  Woodiiouse,  Ensign. 

JVashiiirjIon's  Second  vl<il  to  (or  pa^.'^agc  through)  M'dhcr^firld. 
In  September,  17S0,  Gen.  Washington  again  pa—M]  through  Wethers- 
field  wi.u  Gens.  LaFayette.  Knox  and  Hamilton,  on  his  way  to  Hart- 
ford, where  he  met  the  Count  Eochambeau  and  A.lmiral  the  Chevalier 
de  Terney,  with  their  suif.-s.  in  consultation  u].on  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  [It  mail  he  that  it  was  on  this  second  visit  to  Wethersfield  that 
Washington  and  suite  came  by  way  of  Farmington  and  the  parish  of 
Xewington.  And  this  conjecture  would  enalde  us  to  harmonize  the 
event  with  a  tradition  in  the  latter  town  that  Gens.  Washington  and 
Lafavette  were  once  handsomely  entertained  en  roide.  by  Capt.  Cuahles 
Cni-RCiiiLL,  at  his  fine  mansion  there:  and  that  nV  of  the  four  rjrrat 
ovens  in  the  house  were  taxed  to  their  full  capacity  upon  that  occasion! 
It  v\as.  also,  at  this  time,  probably,  that  the  interview  occurred 
with  Capt.  Xathaniel  Srillman.  of  Wethersfield,  who  had  formerly  been 
Captain  of  one  of  the  companies  of  Washington's  Life  Guards,  which  is 
thus  related  by  the  Captain"^  great  grandson.  Thomas  11.  L.  Talcott.  of 
Glastonbury,  in  the  Conn.  Qunrtcrhj,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  015,=  as  told,  he  says 
"bv  my  father  Asa,  in  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  same  words." 


'  Mass.  Hist.  Col.  5th  Serie-^.  Vol.  4.  pp.  IST,  ISO. 

»A-a  Talcott.  grandson  of  Capt.  Stillman,  and  father  of  the  Thomas  H.  L. 
Talcott.  who  give^  the  storv  to  the  Conn.  Quartrrhi.  ^va9  a  native  of  Gln^tonburr, 
and  after  he  was  eight  years  oM  he  lived  xvith  his  grandfather  Stillman  in 
\Vether>  field. 
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"One  day,  while  we  wore  at  dinner,  a  post  horn  sounded  a  call  at  the 
gate.     Grandfather  said:  'There's  a  call  for  you,  Asa.'     Upon  going  to 
the  door,  I  fumul  a  trooper  on  horsehaek  who  asked  "Does  Capt.  Xath'l 
Stillinan  live  here.'      [  .said   he  did,   and  he  asked   "Is  he  within?'      I 
said  'He  is.'    lie  said  'I  w.mld  like  to  speak  with  him.'      I   went   in 
and  said,  'Grandfather,  there  is  a  trooper  out  tliere  who  asked  for  von.' 
Grandfather  got  up,  and  said   'Gen.   Washington    is  coining.      Thank 
God,  I  shall  see  him  again!'    I  followed  grandfather  to  the  door;  the 
trooper  made  a  military  salute  and  asked  'Is  this  Capt.  Xath'l  Srill- 
man  ?'     Grandfather  said,  'It  is.'     The  trooper  said,  'I  hear  you  the 
compliments   of   Gen'l    Washington,    win.    wishes   to    meet    you    at    the 
Church   in  half  an   hour.'      Grandfather  sai<l,   'I   will  !)(■   there.'      The 
trooper  again  saluted   and   rode  away  down   the  strec.'t.      Grandfather 
went  in,  shaved,  <lressed  and  ])ut  on  his  cocked  hat,  and  went  down 
the  street.     I  started  to  follow  when  Grandmother  called  me  'Asa,  where 
are   you   going?      Your   Grandfather   don't    want   hoys    tagging    after 
him!'    Grandfather  said,  'Let  him  go,  he  may  never  see  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, if  he  don't  see  him  to-day.'     So,  I  followed,  and  when  avo  got 
to  the  Green,  in  front  of  the  Church,  there  were  riuite  a  number  of 
boys  with    us.      Soon   we  saw   a  great   cloud    cf   daal    way   down    the 
street.'     Grandfather  said,  "Xow  boys,  stand  back.  Gen.  Washington  is 
coming.'   The  company  rode  up  and  G(>ii.  Washington  stopped  a  few  feet 
from  Grandfather,  and  dismounted  and  they  clasped  their  arms  around 
each    other    and    cried.      After    talking    a    few    minutes.    Gen.    Wash- 
ington said,  'I  want  you  to  come  to  Hartford  and  stay  with  me  to-night.' 
Grandfatlier  said,  'I  will  follow  you  inside  an  hour.'     Gen.  Washin"-- 
ton  mounted  his  horse  and  threw  some  small  change  to  the  boys,  sayinij, 
'There  lads,  is  something  to  remember  Gen.  Washington  by.'     I  picked 
up  several  pieces,  when  one  boy  said,  'I  haint  got  any,  Asa.'    I  gave 
him  one,  then  another  came  and  I  gave  all  away — the  last  to  a  little 
boy.     Washington  was  watching  me,  though  I  did  not  know  it,   and 
•when  I  had  given  all  away,   he  said,   'Captain   Stillman,   whose   boy 
is  that?'      Grandfather  said,   'He   is   a  grandson  of  mine.'      General 
replied  'He's  a  chip  of  the  old  block.     Come  here,  my  lad.'     I  went  to 
him,  and  he  gave  me  seven  pieces  and  said,  'Xow,  don't  you  give  them 
away,  keep  them  to  remember  Gen.  Washington  by.'     They  then  rode 
away  and  Grandfather  went  home  and  in  a  few  minutes  started  for 
Hartford,  and  came  home  the  next  day." — //.  R.  S-l 


'Wnshinpton,   on   this   occasion   was   accompanied   by  his   suite,  anfi   a   guard   of 
22  dra";oons. 
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State  and  Town  Action  willi  Reference  to  the  \Yar. — At  the 
October  Session,  Jijiiathan  Stoddard,  Capt.  r)tli  Co.,  Alarm  List, 
6th  Kogt. ;  Ebciiczor  Dickinsmi,  Ensij^ii ;  Elias  Bcckloy,  Lieut. 
8th  Co.;  .Tosoph  Churcliill  and  F.li/.ur  Ilollistor,  Lieutenants  in  Gth 
Co.,  same  regiment. 

The  State's  quota  railed  for  three  years  service  or  during  the  war, 
was  4,248  officers  and  men. 

At  the  A.sseml)ly,  Xoveml)er  (Special)  Session,  57a  officers  and 
men  were  ordered  to  be  raised,  for  service  at  Horseneck,  to  serve  imtil 
March  1st,  17S2;  1,000  men  were  also  detached  from  the  Militia  to 
serve  at  same  point.  Eleven  men  (including  one  light  horseman) 
formed  Wethorsticld's  quota  to  guard  the  western  frontier — Lieut. -Col. 
Beebe's  regiment. 

A  lottery  of  $3,000,000,  to  redeem  Continental  bills  of  Credit,  wa3 
ordered  to  be  drawn  at  Hartford  20th  May,  1782,  to  be  paid  in  new 
Continental  bills,  one  of  which  was  to  be  reckoned  as  worth  -10  of  the 
former.  Ei.isha  Williams,  of  Wethersfield,  was  one  of  the  five  man- 
agers of  this  lottery  chosen  by  the  State. 

The  Town,  on  June  lOtli,  clio*e  Elijah  AVright,  .Taiiies  L;irinier. 
Chester  Wells,  John  Ilobbins,  Robert  Welles,  .Tr^  Sol.  Dunham,  Cliarles 
Churchill,  Eeiij.  Wright,  Thos.  Bcldcn  and  Elisha  Williams,  a  com- 
mittee to  fill  up  the  Wethersfield  quota  of  the  "Connecticut  Line  of 
Infantry  in  the  Continental  Anny."  On  the  2fith  of  same  month, 
James  Stanley  was  added  to  this  committee;  and  a  bounty  of  £6 
was  voted,  in  addition  to  that  allowed  by  Congress.  A  special  tax  of 
6c?.  was  also  laid  to  meet  this  expense.   . 

There  were,  at  this  time,  two  train  bands  in  the  First  Society,  Xo.  1 
being  the  Broad  Street  Company  and  Xo.  2,  the  High  Street  Company. 
Company  Xo.  .3  was  at  Stepney ;  Xo.  4,  at  Xewington,  and  Xo.  5,  at 
Beckley  Quarter.  A  military  department  had  long  previously  been 
assigned  to  each ;  and  at  the  meeting  in  question,  collectors  were  chosen 
for  each  department,  respectively,  as  follows:  Appleton  Bobbins, 
Gershum  Wolcott,  Dan  Warner,  .Fosiah  Willard  and  Ezekicl  Kelsey. 

This  year  of  17S0,  proved  one  of  the  most  trying  to  the  patriot 
cause.  The  country  had  become  impoverished  by  previous  heavy  drains 
upon  men  and  means ;  the  Continental  currency  had  sadly  depreciated 
in  value ;  defeat  and  tory  machinations  were  working  trouble  in  the 
South,  and  Arnold's  defection  had,  for  the  moment,  staggered  the 
heart  of  the  whole  country.  Fortunately,  the  patriotism  of  the  Xorth 
stood  firm,  under  the  impassioned  appeals  of  Washington  and  his  ad- 
visers; and  the  danger,  though  great,  was  averted. 
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The  following  orders  parsed  by  the  Assembly,  evidences  how  critical 
the  condition  of  atFairs  was:  '2,'>20  men  were  raised  for  three  mouths' 
ser\'icc  in  the  Continental  Army  from  July  15th,  next;  1,300  men  ad- 
ditional to  join  the  Connecticut  battalion  of  Continental  Line  to  serve 
until  December  next  (of  which  Wethersfield's  quota  -was  32),  these 
went  to  Greenwich,  Conn.,  to  serve  in  Cols.  AVelles'  and  Beebe'a 
regiments.  Ami  twelve  armed  boats  were  to  cruise  in  L.  I.  Sound. 
All  who  enlisted  in  1770,  were  to  serve  until  January  1,  17S0. 

In  May,  of  this  year,  George  Ijutler  was  permitted,  by  the  authori- 
ties, to  ship  100  bushels  of  corn  in  his  ves.-el,  and  bring  back  salt  from 
Bermuda;  and  in  the  same  month,  Barnabas  Deane,  John  Wright, 
Justus  Bailey  and  William  Griswold.  co-partners  ['"merchants  in 
company"]  and  ship  l)uilders.  obtaineil  permission  to  export  ."ijOOO  lbs. 
sugar,  100  lbs.  coffee,  and  100  gallons  of  rum  to  New  Jersey,  by  land, 
notwithstanding  the  embargo  then  existing;  and  to  bring  back  iron  for 
their  ship  building.  3,000  bbls  of  i<Jiad  were  ordered  to  be  salted  for 
the  army's  use. 

Militia  appointments  by  the  Assembly,  in  ^lay  of  this  year,  included 
the  following  Werherstiekl  men:  Stephen  Goodrich,  Captain;  Isaac 
Goodr:ch,  Lieut.,  and  Elisha  Goodrich,  Ens.  in  3d  Alarm  List  Co., 
6th  Kegiment :  Jolm  Francis,  Captain:  Geo.  Stanley,  Lieut.;  Isaiali 
Goodrich,  Ensign  in  2d  Co.,  same  regiment ;  Timothy  Hale.  Captain 
(Glastonbury  '.)  ;  Benj.  Smith,  Lieut.;  and  Benj.  Stevens,  Ensigii  in  3rd 
Co.,  same  regiment. 

Campaign  of  17S1. — This  opened  discourngingly  for  the  patriot 
cause.  The  country  had  not  recovered  from  the  defeats  and  mistakes 
of  the  previous  year,  or  from  the  depression  caiised  by  Arnold's  treach- 
ery; some  of  the  States  were  apathetic,  and  Congress  impatient,  the 
stress  of  the  financial  situation  was  acute,  and  the  American  army 
and  their  French  allies  seemed,  by  the  shifting  events  of  the  Avar,  to 
be  restricted  to  inaction.  Wasliinot(jn,  however,  was  ever  alert  with  a 
desperate  courage,  seeking  everywhere  an  opening  to  strike  a  vital  blow 
at  the  enemy,  without  imperilling  the  already  wavering  safety  of  his 
own  army;  and  seeking  especially  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid  of  the 
large  fleet  and  the  valuable  reinforcements  sent  by  France — and  which 
hitherto  he  had  been  unable  to  bring  into  action.  Feeling  the  impor- 
tance of  a  personal  consultation  with  the  Count  de  Rnrliambeati,  then 
at  Newport,  in  order  to  di>cuss  and  determine  upon  some  questions  of 
strategy  which  had  been  the  subject  of  iheir  tir.st.  but  tmsuccessful,  in- 
terview at  Hartford  during  the  previous  year,  he  gladly  accepted   a 
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renewed  proposal  from  the  Count  to  meet  him  atjain,  in  the  spring 
of  this  year,  17S1.  IJnt,  as  the  Connecticut  Legislature  was  then  in 
session  at  Hartforcl,  \Vashiiic;ron,  who  had  the  choice  of  selection  of 
both  time  and  place  of  mectiiiir,  was  probaldy  induced,  by  his  pleasant 
recollections  of  Wethcrsticld  on  his  two  previous  visits,  to  select  that 
village  as  afFordiug  luorr  cpiicr  and  freedom  from  publicity  than  the 
biisy  capital  of  the  State. 

Accomi)anic(l  by  (Jen.  Knox  and  Gen.  Duportail,  one  of  his  French 
allies,  Washiuiit'iu  left  his  headquarters  at  New  Windsor,  on  the 
Hudson,  accdrdiu;::  to  his  diary,  on  the  ISth  of  May. 

"May  IStli  [Friday].  *SV/  out  (his  day  for  the  interview  at  Wcfhcrs- 
field  icith  tlie  Count  de  Ilochambeau  and  Admiral  Barrns.  Reached 
Morgan's  Taverii.  ,'/v  miles  from  Fishhill  Landing,  after  dining  at 
Col.   Vanderhvrg's." — Diaiiv. 

"19th  [Saturday].  Breakfasted  at  Litchfield,  dined  at  Farmingfon, 
and  lodged  at  W'riliers/ield,  at  the  home  of  JosepJi  Webb." — Diauy. 

Proceeding  from  Farniinuton,  he  came  first  to  Hartford,  where  amid 
a  large  concourse  of  citizens,  he  was  received  by  Gov.  Trumbull,  duly 
saluted  with  l;3  guns,  and  escorted  to  AVethersfield  by  the  militia  com- 
panies of  Wethersfiidd  and  of  Hartford,  commanded  by  Capt.  Fred- 
erick Bull.  This  entry  into  Wethersfield  must  have  somewhat  dis- 
turbed the  usual  Saturday  night  serenity  of  that  village  (for  it  must 
be  remend)ered  that  at  that  period  the  Sabbath  commenced  with  the 
sunset  of  Saturday)  ;  but  it  was  probaldy  considered  as  a  military  ne- 
cessity, and  conducto<l  witli  all  the  decorum  and  quietness  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 

20th  [Sunday]  the  Daiijy  continues,  "Had  a  good  deal  of  private  con- 
versation with  (lov.  TrnnibnlL  vho  gave  it  to  me  as  his  opinion  [and 
Washington,  from  long  experience  of  the  Governor — 'Brother  Jona- 
than,' as  he  familiarly  dubbed  him — was  accustomed  to  value  his  opin- 
ions] that,  if  anij  important  offensive  operations  should  he  vnderfaken, 
he  had  little  doubt  of  our  obtaining  men  and  provision  adequate  to  our 
wants.   In  this.  Col.  Wadsicorth  concurred." 

Col.  Wadsworth  of  Hartford,  acting  as  Commissary  to  the  French 
allied  troops,  was  next  to  Trumbidl,  a  man  on  whom  Washington 
eminently  relied,  in  every  emergency. 

As  the  French  officers  from  Xewport  had  not  yet  arrived,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  Washington  siezed  the  opportunity  which  the  day  afforded 
of  quiet  consultation  with  these  valued  friends,  and  officials;  and  also 
in  gracious  acceptance  of  the  social  attentions  which  the  presence  of 
such  distinguished  guests  naturally  called  forth,  from  the  citizens  of 
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the  tuwu  and  noiiililicirlKKul.  Tliuii::li  liis  Dinnj  does  not  mention  it, 
yet  that  of  Gov.  Trunilmll  su[)plics  tlie  facts  that  the  weather  was  fair, 
and  that  lie  accoinpanicd  the  General  to  the  morning  service  at  the 
Church.  Tradition  rccdrds  that  a  messnge  was  sent  to  the  General  that 
the  congregation  would  accommodate  itself  to  his  convenience  in  the 
matter  of  the  hour  of  service,  to  which  he  emphatically  replied,  '"at 
the  usual  time.  I  dim't  wish  to  have  the  service  of  God  put  ofF  to 
accommodate  me.''' 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Marsh  preached  that  ni'irniiig,  as  we  douht  not,  to  a  full 
house,  from  the  te.xt  of  Matl.  \\  •'!.  "IJlcssed  arc  the  pocjr  in  heart,  fur 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  nf  Jlcavou" — and  we  may  he  sure  that  from 
his  earnest  lips  seme  words  of  cmufdrt  f(dl  up<in  the  heart  of  the 
sorely-tried  soldier  and  his  faithfid  advisers.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
choir — which  then,  as  ever  since — was  esteemed  the  finest  in  Xew 
England  (out  of  I]oston^),  did  their  hcst  (m  that  eventful  morning; 
for,  as  they  sang,  the  General  arose  in  his  jdacc  and  with  eyes  stead- 
fastly fixed  upon  them,  remained  standing  until  the  last  note  died  away 
upon  the  ear.- 

The  ne.xt  morning,  21st  [^fonday],  continues  the  Diauy,  "Count 
de  Rochaniluiu,  uith  tlic  Chcraliev  dc  Chaslellux,  arrived  about  noon ; 
the  appearance  of  the  Britisli  fleet  under  Admiral  Arhulhnol,  off  Block 
Island,  prevented  the  atlendanre  of  Count  de  Barras." 

This  ^londay  was  a  hnsy  day.  In  the  morning.  Gen.  Washington, 
his  suite  aiul  the  intimate  friends  who  were  with  him,  rode  to  Hart- 
ford, to  receive  with  due  form  and  ceremony.  Count  Iiochanibcau  and 
his  suite;  and  then  accompanied  th'^m,  with  the  same  militia  escort  as 
before,  to  Wctherstield.  The  n^mainder  of  the  day  must  have  been 
mostly  spent  in  getting  their  distinguished  visitors  comfortably  settled 
in  the  quarters  which  had  been  arranged  for  theni  at  Stillman's  Tavern 
— which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Richard  A.  Robbins  house — and 
where  the  high  contracting  parties,  with  their  suites  and  some  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  all  dined  together.  In  the  evening,  Gen. 
Washington  and  suite — and,  proi>ably,  also — the  French  officers  at- 
tended a  concert  at  the  church  (most  likely  a  service  of  sacred  song) 
tendered  by  the  choir  in  delicate  acknowledgment  of  the  General's 
very  marked  appreciation  of  their  singing  on  the  Sabbath  previous — 


'On  authoiitv  of  Mr.  Jnlin  Williams,  father  of  ?ilrs.  ]\[aiy  D.  ilcLcan. 

'It  need  not  bo  iniairinofl  that  the  ^{eneral  in  thus  rising  yieldeil  unoon«ciou5ly 
to  the  niafrneti>;m  of  the  lovely  faces  turned  towards  hiiu  from  the  elioir  fjallery,  or 
the  cliarni  of  their  united  voices;  but,  probably,  as  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  lie 
conformed  to  the  custom  of  that  denomination  when  praising  the  Lord. 


478 


HISTORY     OF     ANCIKNT     WETHEKSFIELD. 


and  if  the  style  of  music  may  have  .scorned  too  sombre  for  the  gay 
Frenchmen's  taste,  they  liad  at  least  the  ]>leasiir(!  of  feastinir  their  eyes 
upon  the  many  winsmne  maiden  faces,  which  hcamed  shyly  upon  them 
from  the  sintrers'  i^mIKtv,  ami  fnim  the  snrroiinding  pews. 

\\liilc  at  Wethersficld,  Washinirton  wrote  to  LaFayette  in  regard 
to  the  plan  of  cani[iaii;n  which  he  and  Roehaml>eau  had  in  contem- 
plation, b\it  this  letter  was  iiiterce|ire(|  by  the  British:  airaiii,  in  a  letter 
written,  also  from  Wethcr.-tield,  on  the  L'.ld  .May.  to  the  Clievalit^r  do  la 
Luzerne,  he  states  his  ilcsire  to  hear  from  Count  de  (irasse,  then  in 
command  of  the  French  tleet,  ami  allud(>s  to  the  presence  of  the  British 
fleet  between  lilnck   Island  and   Point  Judith. 

May  22d  [Tuesday],  "fixer],  irifh  Count  de  Rochambeau ,  iJir  plan 
of  the  cnmpaifjn.  77; /.v  dni/  A)nerirans  and  French  dined  together  at 
CoUyer's  'J'arcrn.  i)i    W'ctlurslirld. — Dairy. 

The  military  situation  which  called  for  this  conference  was  .serious 
and  perplexing.  At  the  Xorth.  tiie  British  were  strongly  entrenched 
at  New  York,  which  city  tliey  had  held  since  1770,  and  the  Northern 
coasts  were  threatened  by  their  powerful  fleet.  At  Newport,  R.  I., 
idle  and  unable  to  get  to  sea.  by  reason  of  a  superior  Briti.sh  fleet  out- 
side Narragan.^ett  Day,  lay  a  French  tlect  of  seven  ships  of  war,  sent  to 
our  aid,  equipped  with  artillery,  siege  trains,  elglit,  months'  supply  of 
provisions,  etc.,  etc.,  and  between  three  and  four  thousand  soldiers. 
On  the  Hudson  Kiver,  near  West  Point  was  encam])ed  the  American 
army  imder  Washington.  In  the  South,  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  ^tine 
army,  supported  by  another  large  British  fleet,  was  ravaging  the  coun- 
try despite  the  strenuous  efforts  of  Gen.  Gates  and  other  able  patriot 
leaders;  and  it  was  evident  that  uidcss  something  effective  could  be 
done,  and  that  quickly,  the  Southern  States  might  be  wrested  away  from 
the  Continental  Fnion  entirely.  If  so,  the  cause  of  the  Colonies  was 
lost.  The  minutes  of  this  conference  took  the  form  of  questions  by  the 
French  Conunandcr,  which  were  answered  by  Washington,  and  then 
freely  discus.sed  by  those  present.  Rochambeau  was  in  favor  of  a 
Southern  expedition;  Wa.shington,  however,  produced  some  intercepted 
correspondence  between  the  British  ^linistry  and  Gen.  Clinton  at  New 
York,  in  which  the  latter  was  advised  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  aid 
of  Cornwallis. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at,  was  substantially  that  advanced  by  Wash- 
ington, viz.:  Fither  to  operate  against  New  York  City,  or  to  "extend 
their  views  southward,  as  circumstances  and  a  naval  superiority  might'' 
permit. 

It  was,  therefore,   decided   that  the   French  troops  at   Newport,  by 
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marching  across  Xcw  Enirland  should  join  the  .Vnioricans  on  the 
Hudson,  M-heuce  they  could  thrt'atcn  Xcw  York  City  and  thus  pre- 
vent Clinton  fnnu  sending  any  roinforcoments  to  Com^valli^.  This, 
as  has  heon  happily  said  was  the  "wel)"  that  was  woven  at  the  Wehb 
House,  and  which  tiiuilly  entangled  the  hitherto  victorious  Comwallis 
at  Yorktown,  and  thus  ultimately  sealeil  the  success  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Of  course,  considering  that  the  enemy's  real  projects  c<:«uld  only  be 
surmised  from  current  events,  and  that  future  operations  must  depend 
so  much  upon  interferences,  contingencies  and  events.  th<-  plan  •>!  op<'ra- 
tions  arrived  at  could  only  have  been  a  general  one,  but  the  main  result 
of  the  conference — perhaps,  the  most  important  one  of  the  war — was 
the  securing  of  an  entire  harmony  of  action  between  the  allied  com- 
manders. 

May  23d  [Wednesday].  "Count  dc  Rochaiiihrau  set  out  on  his  re- 
turn to  Neivportj  while  I  pre  parr  J  and  forwarded  dispatches  to  the 
Governors  of  the  four  New  En'jTund  States,  calling  on  them  in  earnest 
and  pointed  terms,  to  complete  flteir  Continental  hntintion^.  for  the 
campaign  at  least,  if  not  for  three  i/ears,  or  the  war,"  etc. — Diaky. 

Wethersfield,  during  the  two  days  of  this  militfiry  conference  must 
have  been  full  of  most  unusual  excitement  and  intere^f.  The  pre-ence 
of  Gens.  Washington  and  Knox,  and  of  Gov.  Trumbull:  the  striking 
personality  and  gay  tmifnrms  of  the  distinguished  French  oScers.  the 
rich  liveries  of  their  servants  ;  the  hurried  goings  to  an<l  fro  of  mounted 
orderlies,  and  escort  troopers,  and  the  interchange  of  courtesies  and 
social  attentions  which  thus  suddenly  invaded  the  hitherto  quiet  vil- 


'  In  pursuance  with  the  agn'cnu'nt  nuule  at  Wethersfit-ld  the  Fri-noh  troop*  were 
speedily  got  in  rpadiness  for  the  march  from  Xewport  to  the  Hiid-on  river,  tlieir 
course  taking  them  through  Ilartfiird.  The  French  remained  in  camp  at  Provi- 
dence eiglit  day.s,  and  on  the  Ifitli  of  June,  1781.  the  troop*  were  reviewel  by 
Baron  de  Viomesnil.  Two  days  later,  on  the  ISth.  the  regiment  of  Eourbonnois.  broke 
camp  and  began  its  march,  followed  by  the  regiment  of  Royal  Deuxp'''nts  on  the  lith; 
the  regiment  of  Sios-;onnois  on  the  20th,  and  the  regiment  of  St.  Once  on  the 
21st,  the  regiments  having  orders  to  always  preser\-e  the  distance  of  a  day's  march 
between  them.  The  regiment  wliich  first  started  halted  at  Waterman's  tavern  the 
first  night,  the  next  night  at  I'lainfield.  next  ^^'indhnm,  next  Bolton,  and  the  tiftb 
night  arrived  at  Hartford,  or  what  is  now  East  Hartford.  On  reaching  there  each 
regiment  remained  two  days  and  tiien  re~\imed  the  march  to  the  Hui-on.  camping  at 
Farmington  the  first  night  from  here. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that  the  French  force,  when  it  left  France, 
consisted  of  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion  of  artilKn.  and  the  If-cion 
of  Lauzun,  a  boily  of  cavalry.  The  sendintr  of  these  troops  to  America  was  a 
state  secret,  and  the  soldiers  were  in  total  ignorance  of  their  de-tination.  Accom- 
panying the  expedition  was  a  fleet  of  twelve  war  vessels  and  thirty-six  tran-ports. 
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lago,  must  have  liatl  grrat  inrcicst  for  its  rositk'iits — and  the  "small 
boj"  of  the  poriud — iihicpiitoiix  tlicii  as  now — must  have  witnessed, 
with  kocn  royrct,  tli(>  dc[)ai-turfN  on  the  iiitiruing  of  the  23d,  of  the  French 
continjiont. 

Washington,  himself,  left  WctliersticM  tho  next  day,  Thursday,  24th, 
on  his  return  to  Xcw  Windsor,  Icaviiig  hchind  him  inctTaocahh;  roeolloc- 
tions  of  his  gracious  presence,  and  traditions  of  liitle  ineiilents  which  oc- 
curred during  his  stay  hero.  Among  those  is  one  which  records  his 
visit  while  here  to  the  tannery  of  "Mr.  liuck,  on  East  side  of  Broad 
Street,  where,  until  a  few  years  ago.  a  flax-hreaker  used  to  ho  shown,  as 
one  with  which  the  General  hail  practiced  the  breaking  oi  Hax-stems.^ 

The  Webb  House  and  Us  ncpuUtfion  for  IlospilaUhj. — The  Rev(du- 
tionary  period  furnished  no  more  hospitable  mansion  than  that  of  the 
Webbs,  known  as  ''Hospitality  nail,"'  in  Wethersticld,  the  building  next 
Xorth  of  the  Silas  Doane  House.  In  1~')2,  Josej^h  Webb,  Sen.,  then  an 
enterprising  young  merchant  of  the  town,  purchased  the  place  from 
Maj.  Samuel  Wolcott,  2d,  for  the  sum  of  £2,S00.  It  consisted  of 
three  and  one-fourth  acres  of  land,  with  "a  dwelling  house,  barn  and 
other  dwellings."  In  the  following  year,  he  bought  from  Wolcott, 
then  of  Goshen,  Ct.,  two  and  three-fourths  .^rrc-s  more  adjoining, 
for  £1,374;  cd.-5u,  about  the  <ame  qtiantity  of  land  from  Lieut.  Timothy 
Wright  for  £1,200.  The  princi])al  portion  of  this  purchase  was  prop- 
erty which  was  ancestral  in  the  famous  Wolcott  family;  ^fr.  Ilenrv 
Wolcott,  the  "Windsor  settler  and  ancestor  of  the  three  Governors  W(d- 
cott,  as  also  of  the  two  Governors  Griswold,  having  bought  it,  in 
1660,  for  his  son  ilr.  Henry,  Jr.,  from  the  widow  of  'Mr.  Clement 
Cheplin,  the  first  Ruling  Elder  of  the  Wethersticld  Church.  The  es- 
tate descended  to  Capt.  Samuel  Wolcott,  a  grandson  of  Henry  Wolcott, 
Jr.,  and  the  father  of  !^[aj.  Samuel  Wolcott,  who  removed  to  Sandis- 
field,  ^[ass.  Capt.  Samuel  died  in  1734,  and  the  Samuel  Wolcott,  2d, 
who  sold  to  ilr.  Webb  was  his  son  the  !^[ajor,  as  is  supposed.  Elizabeth 
Wolcott  (widow  of  Capt.  Samuel)  o^\•ned  a  tract  of  two  and  three- 
fourths  acres,  adjoining  on  the  south,  and  it  was  from  her  heirs  that 


'In  Washington's  priv.ate  accounts  nppcars  this  item:  "May.  To  the  ex- 
pense of  a  journey  to  Wethcrsficlil,  for  tlie  purpose  of  an  interview  Milh  the 
French  Gen'l.  &  Adm'l.  Sposie  expended  in  tliis  trip  •  •  ♦  £35  \gg^  j^i  t^e  ^fay 
session.  17S1,  the  General  Asseniltly  of  the  Colony  of  Conn,  (upon  the  recommend 
of  William  Adams,  Asst.  Deputy  Quarter  ^Master  (iencral)  appropriated  i'tOO  to 
defray  the  expenses,  to  he  incurred  in  (|uarterin2r  (Jen.  Wnshin;^ton.  Gen.  Knox.  Gen. 
Du  Portail,  Count  de  Rocliamheau,  Count  de  Barra.s  and  the  Chevalier  de  Chastellus, 
and  their  suites,  in  Wetherstield. 
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Hon.  Silas  Deano,  in  17*>."),  Ixni^ilit  xhv  laml  wht'ivnn  ho  Iiuih  tlu'  house 
which,  of  hite  years,  has  boon  known  as  tlie  Chester  Place,  next  south  of 
the  Wel)h  house. 

Joseph  Wehb  had  uuirried  ^lehitahle,  daughter  of  Goi*shoiu  Xott, 
who  was  a  well-to-do  sea-eaptaiii ;  and  another  of  Xott's  dauyhter<  had 
married  fllisha,  a  l)nitlicr  of  Saiuufl  Wnlcott,  and  all  were  well  off. 
But,  while  the  W<ilcutf  huino  wliicli  Wclili  i"ini:lit,  was  pmljatily  a  tine 
old  mansion,  as  iietitted  cue  nt  the  Wolciitt  hlnod,  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  Welih  di'nioli>lu,'d  it,  and  in  17.3:2  or  '.">:>,  built  the  one  now 
so  famous  in  Ameriean  history.  Jose]>h  Webb  dieil  in  17'U,  at  the 
early  age  of  ■^o,  and  in  l7i">o,  his  widnw  married  Silas  Deane.  She 
died  in  17<i7,  anil  Deane  then  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Gurdou 
Saltonstall,  and,  as  we  suppose,  occupied  the  house  he  had  built  ad j< lin- 
ing Webb's.  Webb's  son,  Joseph,  who  in  1775,  was  abnut  -2^  years  of 
age,  was  an  enterprising  merchant  and  trader  t<>  the  West  Indies.  In 
1774,  lie  married  Abigail,  a  daughter  of  Col.  John  Chester,  who  com- 
manded the  Wetherstield  Company  at  Ilunker  Ilill.  Jose])h  Welib's 
brother.  Col.  and  Lvt.-Brig.-Gen.  Samuel  IJlatchley  Webb,  of  Gen. 
Washington's  staff  (and  father  of  the  late  Gen,  James  Watsnn  Wel)b, 
of  X.  Y.  City)  was  in  177.">,  but  i'2  years  old,  and  these  two  Webb 
brothers  (Joseph  and  Samuel  D.)  for  some  years  occupied  their  fathers' 
former  homestead.  }*Ir.  Deane  was  much  absent  from  Wetherstield, 
as  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  later  as  Special  Com- 
missioner to  France.  About  the  close  of  the  war.  Gen.  Samuel  B. 
Webb  married  a  ^liss  Banckcr,  and  removed  to  Xew  York  City;  and 
in  171*0,  married  his  second  wife,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Iloogeboom, 
by  whom  he  had  several  children,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  Gen. 
James  Watson  Webb,  before  mentioned.  Joseph  Webb,  in  later  years, 
wcupied  the  old  '"Chester  Place''  on  the  East  side  of  Broad  Street. 
Gne-half  of  the  old  house  stands  on  its  own  site;  the  other  half  was 
drawn  away  and  was  occupied  by  Jalon  Dickinson's  heirs.  The  original 
Webb  House,  as  it  is  generally  km  Am  (now  owned  and  occupied  by  Dr. 
J.  X.  Wells),  is  still  in  fair  condition  and  the  north  front  chamber  is 
said  to  be  in  the  same  state  as  when  it  was  occupied  by  Gen.  Washington. 
The  exterior  was  originally  painted  red;  otherwise,  except  that  its  front 
porch  was  altered  many  years  ago,  it  remains  as  it  was  built. 

These  details  have  been  given,  for  the  ])urpose  of  settling  the  ques^ 
tion:  "Who  did  the  honors  of  the  household,  when  Washington  an<l 
other  diiiuitaries  of  that  period  were  its  giiests  ?"  The  answer  must 
1)0 — ]\Irs.  Abigail  Webl) — nee  Abigail  Chester.  And  these  many  acts 
of  hospitality  are  characteristic  of  a  family  which  produced  such  chiv- 
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alrouri  men  as  Maj.  Jolin  ChcstcT,  his  son  Col.  John  and  his  grandson 
Capt.  John  Chester. 

1781  was  u  year  of  drafts  and  new  demands  upon  the  heart  and 
means  of  every  patriot.  At  Fehruary  (s|)ecial)  session  of  General 
Assenddy^  Col.  John  Chester  was  appointed  a  niend)er  of  the  (^onneil 
of  Safety.  Si.\  infantry  soldiers  and  two  horsemen  were  added  to 
Wetherstield's  (luota  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier;  and  two 
regiments  were  ordered  to  ho  raised  an<l  ludii  in  readiness.  Jnne  -JO, 
1781,  Chas.  Bulkeley,  Geo.  Stanley,  Aaron  llosford,  Josiali  Willard 
and  Aaron  I'elden  were  hy  tiie  Town  appointed  a  comniitteo  to  pro- 
cure clothing  for  the  soldiers  in  the  army;  and  a  rate  of  4r/.  per  ponnd 
was  ordered  in  order  to  raise  means  for  procuring  the  Town's  propor- 
tion of  hecf-catUc  for  the  army.  Also,  the  sum  of  £11,  l;5.s,  4(Z  was 
voted  to  JosKPii  liir.KY  for  his  services  as  a  soldier  at  llorseneck. 

At  the  ^lay  session,  1,500  men  were  ordered  to  he  raised  for  the 
Continental  service  hy  detaching  the  two  regiments  which  had  been 
ordered  in  Fehruary  preceding. 

July  10th,  a  hounty  of  20.v  ;)er  montli  was  voted  to  all  soldiers  "'lately 
detached"  while  they  shall  continue  in  the  serviee.  A  special  tax  of  2d 
per  pound  was  laid  on  the  army-clorliing  account. 

Xoveniber  Is^  ITSl,  Elijah  Wright,  James  Stanley,  Chas.  Church- 
ill and  Sol.  Dunham,  were  chosen  rieeei\ers  of  Army  Provisions  and 
Salt;  and  George  Stanley  and  Appleton  Robhins,  lieceivers  of  Cloth- 
ing for  the  Army.  Elteiiezer  Dickinson,  Lieut.  5tli  Co.,  Joseph  Church- 
ill, Lieut.  Oth  Co.,  and  Sam  Cuvil,  Ensign  Gtli  Co.,  all  of  (ith  Kegimcni 
Militia.  At  the  Octoi)er  session,  Elias  Beckley,  Captain,  and  Benj. 
Buckley,  Lieut.,  in  Sth  Co.,  Oth  liegimcnt  ^Militia. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  ]^Iay  session,  this  year,  issued  a  com- 
mission to  Jacob  Biley,  as  Lieut,  -tth  Co.,  Alarm  List,  Gth  Kogiment. 

It  is  probable  that  in  this,  as  in  other  years,  more  United  States 
commissions  were  issued  than  by  the  State:  of  these,  however,  mention 
may  be  found  in  another  portion  of  this  chapter. 

Capt.  Eofjcr  WcUr.'i. — We  have  been  considering  the  lionor  rcflectetl 
upon  Wethersfield,  during  this  campaign  of  17S1,  by  the  jiresence  in 
her  midst,  of  Gen.  AVashington  and  the  distinguished  allies  of  America 
from  La  DrlJe  France.  We  have  now,  to  consider  the  iionor 
directly  conferred  upon  the  old  town  by  one  of  her  sons,  and 
his  Wethersfield  comi)atrints.  who  sensed  with  him  and  under  him, 
in  the  Southern  Campaign,  which  ended  liefore  Yorktown — we  refer 
to  Capt.  "Roger  Welles,  of  Xewington  Parisli,  whom  we  have  pre- 
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viously  niciitioiuMl  as  one  of  tlie  five  Wctlierstield  Captains  in  the  3rd 
Conn.  Kcg't  of  tho  "formation  .if  17M." 

Five  Companies  from  the  "Cunn.  Lino"  went  to  Vin;inia  with 
LaFayette  in  Fchruarv,  in  the  Itattalion  under  the  eonimand  of  Cnl. 
Gimat,  a  French  olticer,  and  Maj.  .lolm  I'aliinive  WvUys  (if  Hartford. 
One  of  these  companies  was  drafted  from  the  Third  (\)nn.  Rej^iment, 
and  was  connnanded  hy  Capt.  Wcdles,  who  was  the  oidy  one  of  the  five 
Captains  from  WethersHehl.  One  Company  was  conmianded  hy  Capt. 
Jonathan  Heart  of  Farmington,  of  which  O/.ias  Goodrich  of  Wetli- 
ersfield  was  Ensign,  and  was  drafted  fmni  the  First  Conn,  lleg't.  Xo 
other  commissioned  officer  in  those  five  Companies  appears,  from  the 
rolls,  to  have  come  from  Wctlierstield,  althongh  there  may  have  been 
privates  and  perhaps  non-connnissioned  officers,  hut  th(*  rolls  do  not 
give  their  residences.  These  five  Companies  formed  part  of  the  bat- 
talion that  stonned  the  enemy's  redoid)t  at  Yorktown  on  the  night  of 
Oct.  14,  1781,  and  thereby  hastened  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  on 
Oct.  19.  Capt.  Welles  was  wounded  liy  a  bayonet  thrust  in  his  leg 
in  that  assault.  He  was  a  tall  man  and  of  commanding  presence, 
standing  six  feet  and  two  inches  in  his  stockings.  In  this  night 
assault  he  led  his  Cduipany  and  was  the  fii-st  to  mount  the  enemy's 
works,  and  in  uie  intense  excitement  of  clearing  the  way  with  his 
sword  for  his  men  to  follow,  he  did  not  fully  realize  that  he  was 
wounded  till  tho  re(loiil)t  was  taken,  when  ho  discovered  that  his  boot 
was  partly  filled  with  blood.  His  wonnd  was  not  so  serious,  however, 
but  that  he  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  on  Oct.  10, 
and  saw  the  English  army  march  out  between  the  two  long  lines  of  the 
French  and  American  forces,  as  he  afterwards  wrote  to  his  father, 
"the  most  pleasing  sight  I  ever  beheld — to  see  those  haughty  fellows 
inarch  out  of  their  strong  fortifications,  and  gro^ind  their  armft." 
Some  extracts  from  his  letters  to  his  father  will  give  the  account  of  an 
eye  witness  of  the  events  descril)cd. 

We  here  insert  the  pav  roll  of  Capt.  Welles'  Company  for  .Tune, 
1781.  These  men  were  drafted  from  the  Third  Conn.  Reg't,  and  none 
were  less  than  six  feet  tall,  according  to  tradition. 

Sec.  85.  Pay  Roll  of  Cnpt.  \VrUes'  Company  of  the  Third  Conn. 
Reg't,  Serving  in  Col.  Gimat's  lieg't  June,  1781. 

Received  of  Capt.  Heart  the  several  sums  annexed  to  our  names  in  full  of  one 
month's  pay,  in  hard  money,  ndvaneed  to  tlie  ollieers  and  men  in  the  .3d  Connecticut 
Regiment,  servinj^  in  the  Li;.'ht  Infantry  Comjiany  in  Colonel  Gimat's  Regiment, 
advanced  from  the  avails  of  confiscated  estates.  Rcc'd  as  witness  our  hands. 
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Ro<»or  W'cllcsi,  fa  [it. 
Williuni   Lvnii,   Lieut., 
Jacob   Kin;,'-^l)ury,    lliisn., 
Lewis    Ilurd,    SiTjj't 
Keuben   Bcucli, 
SiluH    l'li('l|)s,  '• 

Steplien   Mci'Upr,    " 
James    Watson,      ' 


John   AUyn, 
Jacob  Acor,    (Anlin?) 
John  Biirnuin, 
Noah    I'anium, 
Nathaniel   Reach, 
Edward    l!ur;;li('s, 
lleubcn    Cadwell, 
Allen   Corning, 
John   Downs, 
Allen  Evans, 
Ronienil)rancc   Filley, 
Vaiiiah    Fox, 
Samuel  Goodkins, 
Ichabod  Goodrich, 
8eth  Grc;;ory 
ISamuel  Ilinnmn, 
James   Hyde, 
David    Hurd, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
i^aniuel  Jlannin'', 


OFFICEUS. 

$40.  Stephen    liuLler,    Corpl. 

20.00  H<-MJamin    Ihx, 

20.  David    Lounsbiiry, 

10.  Davi.l   Uiillen. 

10.  J(jsepli    (.'linlori, 

10.  John     Di.xon,     Dnminicr, 

10.  Daniel   Winchcll,   Filer, 
10. 

PRIVATES. 

$0.00  Benjamin   Kircoln, 

0.00  Jonathan   Miller, 

0.00  Bryan    Montairne, 

0.00  Jedediaii   Kimball, 

0.00  Heiidrick    Baile, 

0.00  .Teremiali    ('i)iinell, 

6.00  William   (.hadwick, 

0.00  Joel  ^losher. 

6.60  Samuel    Pulford, 

8.60  Sheldon    Potter. 

COO  David  Roberts, 

6.00  L^aiah    Smith, 

0.00  Justin    St.   John, 

0.00  Samuel    Vallett, 

0.00  Ezra  Tryon, 

O.GO  Benjamin    Wakeley, 

6.60  Joshua  Wheeler, 

0.60  Samuel  Whitney, 

O.GO  David   Williams, 

6.60  Jeremiah   Chamberlin, 


7.30 
7.30 
7.30 
7.30 
7.30 
7.30 
7.30 


6.60 
6.00 
0.00 
G.OO 
6.60 
6.00 
0.60 
O.Olr 
0.00 
0.60 
6.00 
6.00 
0.00 
6.00 
0.60 
6.60 
6.(>0 
6.60 
6.60 
6.00 


(State  Archives,  llei:  War,  Vol.  25,  Due.  2s. ) 
The  above  Pay  linU  i.s  wi-irten  np(jii  the  two  sides  of  one  sheet  nt" 
paper,  in  two  cohunns ;  the  left  haml  coluum  contains  the  names  and 
amounts  as  given  ahove,  wliile  the  ri^ilit  hand  one  contains  the  oriirin'tl 
signatures  of  the  recipients,  written  o])p()site  their  names  in  the  tir.st 
column.     Some  few  siin^  by  mark  only. 

The  iVmeriean  troops  soon  returned  to  tlie  Xortli,  ('apt.  Wclh's  wmte 
from  ''Camp  Highlands,  Dee.  10,  17s  1,"  announcing  rlicir  ai-rival  al 
that  point,  on  Dec.  S,  saying:  "After  a  very  fatiguing  march  we 
arrived  at  this  place  the  8th  instant,  not  a  little  jdea.^ed  to  find  such 
comfortable  qiuirters,  for  we  are  permitted  to  occupy  tlie  lints  we 
built  the  last  year." 

Here  the  Connecticut  troops  spent  the  winter  (piictly,  many  of 
them  visiting  their  homes  in  furlongli,  among  whom  was  ("apt.  Welles. 

Campairjn  of  17 S2. — Xo  important  battle  took  place  in  17S2.  There 
■\vas  a  general  expectation  of  peace,  Ca|)t.  Welles  voiced  the  general 
hope  in  the  following  letter,  which,  however,  shows  some  distrust. 


CAMPAIGN     OF     ITte.  4  "5 

"Connoctieut  Vill;.^  •,  M:iy  i:Uli/S2. 
-HoriM  Sir: 

"For  these  ton  dnys  or  mure  \vc  liavc  been  tlutteriiijr  ourselves  tliat 
peace  was  near  at  liand,  InU  now  l)ci,'in  to  apprclicml  it  so  far  distant 
that  nothinj:;  short  nt'  a  sueoessfnl  canii»ai<in  will  ]irocn-e  ir  for  us. 
Sir  Guy  C'arltnn  is  arrivc(|  at  Xew  ^'ork  and  sncceeils  Gen.  Clinton, 
who  has  sailed  fur  Kn^lan<l.  l!_v  a  Ha;;  trum  X.  Y.  Gen.  Washinyloii 
has  receive<l  a  larue  [lacUct  in  which  wore  dispatches  for  Congress. 
Xothitif^  that  looks  like  peace  has  yet  transpiri-d.  Hope  the  dispatches 
contitin  soniethinf;-  more  favorable.  It  seems  there  has  been  a  jireat 
revohitinn  at  home,  a  i;-reat  change  in  t!ie  ministry,  and  ihe  admin- 
istration are  willina;  to  redress  (jiir  firievances,  and  ])Ut  ns  on  the 
same  footing  we  were  in  seventy-three. 

"They  jtretend  to  think  that  the  Americans  are  so  attached  t')  the 
British  nation  and  so  anxious  for  peace,  that  they  will  renounce  their 
alliance  with  the  French  nation;  that  we  were  contending  with  the 
former  ministry,  and  not  at  war  with  the  nation  at  large. 

"I  hope  the  States  will  exert  themselves,  and  get  their  quota  of 
men  early  into  the  field;  the  oidy  means  to  procure  peace  on  good 
terms." 

On  July  11,  1(>-,  Savannah  was  evaciiate<l  by  the  Hritish.  The 
French  army  embarked  from  lioston  for  the  West  Indies  Dee.  '2-t. 
The  British  evacuated  Charleston  Dec.  14,  17n2.  A  preliminary  treaty 
of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris  Xov.  30,  17S2,  and  ratifie(l  by  Great 
Britain  and  the  L'nited  States,  in  April,  178:>.  The  Count  do 
Rochambeau  sailed  from  America,  .ranuary  11,  17S0.  The  general 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris,  January  20,  178)5.  Sir  Guy 
Carlton  proclaimed,  April  S,  l7So,  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  on 
April  10,  Washington  ortlered  the  Kesolution  of  Congress  to  the  same 
effect  to  be  read  to  his  troops.  Xew  York  City  was  evacuated  by  the 
British,  Xov.  2.").  On  Dec.  24,  Washington  took  final  leave  of  the. 
army. 

1783. — In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  "Conn.  Line"  was  for 
the  third  time  reorganized,  and  the  five  regiments  were  reduced  to 
three.  The  new  formation  went  into  effect  Jan.  1,  1783.  Col.  Samuel 
B.  Webb  had  conunand  of  the  Third  Regiment.  Connecticut  was  re- 
tained to  serve  at  West  Point  till  the  close  of  the  year.  Tho.se  from 
Wethersfield  in  this  third  formation  were  Ensign  Ozias  Goodrich, 
in  the  First  Reginu'iit ;  Col.  Webb,  Major  Jose])h  A.  Wriglit  an<l 
Capt.  Roger  Welk's,  of  the  Third  Regiment.  Of  this  formation  Ca})t. 
Welles  writes  to  his  father,  as  follows: 
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'•Camp  near  Peck.skill,  Xov.  'J,  17S2. 
"Hou'd  Sir: 

''Since  I  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  uritc,  iIktc  lias  Ix-cn  a  new 
arrangement  i»f  rlie  army.  The  five  ("diul  lie^^is.  arc  reduced  to  three. 
Of  consequence  souk^  of  the  otHccrs  arc  ol)lii;cd  to  retire.  As  it  hap- 
pened, the  mo-st  of  us  liad  our  option  in  the  matter.  I  wi.shed  to  hav(! 
had  time  to  have  wrote  and  received  ynur  advice  on  the  suliject  het'orc 
I  was  ohliged  to  say  Vea  or  Xay.  We  liad  hut  a  few  day.>  to  consider 
the  matter,  after  it  was  dechired  that  a  reduction  woidd  take  phice,  he- 
fore  it  was  tinally  determined.  It  irave  me  some  litth>  uneasiness,  h'st 
the  choice  I  shoithl  make  wouM  not  he  the  most  judicious.  I  took  the 
advice  of  my  friends  that  were  near.  Tliey  all  advised  to  continue.  1 
have  agreed  to  remain  in  sen-ice,  the  only  one  of  four  of  my  i-ank  fion. 
the  town  *  *  Capt.  Dulkelev  is  going  home,  and  will  p(j.ssii)ly  arrivt; 
before  this.  lie  will  be  able  to^iive  a  detail  of  all  the  transactions  here. 
We  are  now  preparing  to  march  to-morrow  morning  to  relieve  th(;  tnjop^ 
on  the  lines.  The  Dlock  House  at  Dobbs  Ferry  is  the  Post  to  which  I 
am  destined.      From  your  very  atfectiom;te  .son.      IlOCiHR  WKLLKS. 

"P.  S.  ^ly  love  and  respects  to  all  my  friends.  I  ])ropose  nuiking 
a  visit  among  my  friends  soon  after  the  Light  li.f.miiy  are  dissolved. 
which  mavbe  in  the  course  of  six  weeks  or  less.'' 

The  Kevolutionary  Army  was  disbanded,  as  a  body,  in  June,  ITSG: 
but  seven  Ilegimcnls  were  retained  for  service  in  the  Highlands  through 
the  year.  One  of  these  was  formed  out  of  tlu-  three  Regiments  of 
the  ''Conn.  Line"  of  the  i)revious  formation,  and  wa>  commanded  by 
Col.  Ileman  Swift  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  with  it,  Cai)t.  Widles  and 
Ens.  Ozias  Goodrich,  also  of  Wetherstield,  remained  at  West  Point 
and  vicinity  until  discharged  in  December,  1T»3. 

The  former  wrote  to  his  father  from  "West  Point,  -Funt^  IT,  ITSo. 
— Doubtless  before  this  time  you  have  heard  that  I  conchide  to  remain 
in  service  somewhat  longer.  15ut  I  do  not  expect  it  will  be  long  before 
the  Definite  Treaty  arrives,  when  it's  sujiposed  that  some  of  us  will 
be  obliged  to  retire."  lie  wrote  from  "West  Point,  Oct.  12,  ITS:). 
— Colonel  Huntington  just  now  informed  he  is  to  set  off  immeiliate- 
ly  for  the  Eastward.  He  has  left  the  army  with  an  expectation  of  not 
returning.  We  exju'ct  soon  to  follow  him.  I  expect  to  be  discharged 
in  course  of  four  or  five  weeks  at  farthest." 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  hehl  two  "S  ildiers  Xotes"  (issued  by 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State,  the  State  being  then  too  ])oor  to  i)ay  in 
money)  amounting  altogether  to  £()11,  S.s\,  DhJ..  for  payment  of  which 
he  unsuccessfully  petitioned  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  in  .May,  IT'^*'*;  and 
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having  sul).-0(iiioiitU'  lost  tlirso  ivites  "in  the  waters  of  tliu  Conn.  Tlivcr, 
as  he  was  going  to  l>arlu',"  his  widow  Jcniiiiui  Welles,  petitioned  the 
General  Assend)ly  at  its  M;'v  session,  17'.M>,  tiiat  they  Ijp  made  good 
to  her  ai\(l  his  heirs— which  was  accordingly  done  hy  the  issue  hy 
State  Comptroller  of  new  notes,  with  addecj  interest. 

After  Capt.  Welles'  return  to  Wetlierstield,  he  married  Jemima 
Kellogg,  (langhter  of  Martin  an<l  Mary  (  lloardmauj   Kt'llogg. 

Gen.  Welles'  personal  presence  was  commanding,  being  six  feet  two 
inches  in  height,  light  l)rown  hair,  hliu»  eyes;  rohiist  an<l  temperate  in 
all  things,  he  was  eu<lowed  with  good  liealrli,  ev<>n  afti-r  the  fatigues 
and  privations  of  tlu'  war;  v/as  free  from  all  diseases  and  vices  in- 
cident to  camj)  life,  and  it  is  related  of  him  that  when,  after  the 
surrender  of  Vorktown,  the  ottieers  gave  a  hantpiet,  he  was  the  only 
one  present,  who  was  al)le  at  its  close,  to  sit  at  the  tal)le. 

The  General  Assemhly  ap])oi!ited  him  Ca])tain  of  tiie  Fifth  Com- 
pany or  Trainband  in  the  Si.xtli  Regiment  of  the  State  ^lilitia  in 
May,  1780.  His  father-in-law  conveyeil  to  him  and  his  wife,  April 
14,  178S,  the  house  and  lot  where  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New- 
ington.  His  name  first  appears  in  the  reeonls  of  the  Xewington 
Ecclesiastical  Society  under  date  of  Sept.  :.'l,  17^!).  lie  was  appointed 
in  ^lay,  17SS,  Lieut. -Col.  coumiamliag  rli(>  Si.xtl.  Ilcgimont,  in  the 
room  of  Lieut.-Col.  John  Eelden  resigned,  and  in  ^lay,  170;),  IJriga- 
dier-General  of  the  Seventh  Brigade,  which  position  he  lield  until 
his  death.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
\Vethcrstield  during  nine  sessions  from  17'.>0,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Tie  was  buried  with  milirary  honors  in  the  Xewington  ceme- 
tery. The  inscription  upon  his  toud)stoMc  smns  up  his  character  as 
follows:  "To  the  memory  of  General  Rocki;  Wei.i.ks.  lie  was  liber- 
ally educated;  as  an  officer  in  the  army  and  militia  be  served  with  great 
reputation.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  good  citizen,  a 
kind  husband,  and  an  affectionate  father.  He  departe<l  this  life  great- 
ly lamented,  ^lay  27th,  A.  D.,  170'),  in  tlie  -Ust  year  of  his  age." 

The  death  of  Gen.  Welles  was  noticed  in  the  American  Mercury  of 
Monday,  June  1,  1705,  as  follows: 

"Died,  at  Wetlierstield,  last  Tuesday,  after  *a  short,  but  severe  ill- 
ness, in  the  -ilst  year  of  his  age,  General  Roger  Welles,  a  member  of 
the  AssendJy  of  this  State.  On  Tliursday  lie  was  interred,  under 
arms.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Assembly,  and  a  large  concourse  of  peo]de.  In  private  life  he  was 
amiable  and  benevolent.  In  his  public  character  he  honored  the  sta- 
tions  he   had   been   called    to   fill.      He   died    justly   lamented    by    hid 
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connexions   and   friends,   and   dc^servedly   regretted   by   a   nunier.>ns  ac- 
(juaintjinee." 

The  Ilov.  Jdslma  Ileldcn  is  repurted  to  have  >aid,  on  hearing  of  Gen. 
Welles'  death:  '"The  gloiy  of   N,'e\vingtfin  lias  dci>arted."' 

State  and  Tovn  Action — L'lo.se  of  the  \\  ar — (ivucral  Ilcjoicinfi,  etc. 

At  the  General  As^enihly's  ^lay  session  of  17^2,  two  reirinu-nts,  of 
nine  companies  each,  were  anrhorizcd  to  be  raised,  for  Wa-Iiinirton's 
command  in  Xew  York.  Joii.x  Fra.vcis  was  coninii>>ioii(d  Caprain 
in  one  of  these  regiments.  By  the  Town,  February  l>ili.  17^J.  a 
bounty  of  20.s.  per  montii  was  voted  for  the  soldiers  detached  for  the  two 
months'  service.  ^larch  iNth,  Barnabas  Deane  was  chosen  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  soldiers.  April  1st.  the  Selectmen  were  iiL-truett'd  to  ])ro- 
cure  the  four  men  needed  to  i-oniplete  the  Town's  cpiota.  April  l.')th, 
Chas.  Churchill  and  John  Bobbins  were  aj)pointed  a  committee  to  sup- 
ply soldiers'  families.  J\dy  1st,  a  l)ounty  of  iMu.  |ier  mouth  was  or- 
dered to  be  paid  to  "soldiers  now  drafted,"  in  ailditiou  to  the  pay  al- 
lowed by  the  Slate. 

In  Septendi(-r  of  tliis  year,  there  were  (besides  some  from  Glast^m- 
bury)  these  men  from  (or  credited  to)  Wetherstield,  in  Col.  Cantield's 
ililitia  Regiment  at  West  Point,  X.  Y. — an  "Irish  contingent.''  t) 
judg"  by  the  names — ])robably  substitutes  ov  liounty  men:  Lieut. 
Charles  l)i.\.  Privates,  Leonard  Boardman,  John  B.  Lennox.  Jihn  Gib- 
son, Henry  .MeXally.  James  Ilooan.  Barnalias  Flannakin.  Lemuel 
Holmes,  David  Wiltward  '.  Joseph  Barton,  John  Wester '. 

The  Assembly,  at  its  January  (special)  session,  ordered  the  quotas 
of  the  several  to\nis  to  be  tilled  up  "for  the  war;"  one  regiment  <if  4>0 
men  (commissioned  otiicers  and  privates),  in  four  crimjvinies,  was 
ordered  to  be  raised  for  service  at  Horseneck  and  on  the  Western 
frontier;  also,  100  men  for  coast  defenses.  Wetherstield's  quota  for 
Western  frontier  service,  was  jdaeed  at  11  men;  oOO  men  were  drafted 
(in  part)  from  the  <'ith  Begiment.  At  the  ^Liy  session.  Wetherstield 
and  Glastonbury  were  constituted' the  (itli  Begiment  (militia),  which 
was  brigaded  with  the  1st,  10th  and  "i'ind,  as  the  First  Brigade;  an<l 
the  Light  I)rago<3n  Companies  of  several  of  the  regiments  in  the  1st 
and  2nd  Brigades  were  consolidated  into  a  First  Begiment  of  Lighc 
Dragoons. 

This  year.  John  Chester,  of  WiMherstield,  was  one  of  the  Stati- 
Coimcil  of  Safety.  The  Assembly,  at  its  ^fay  session,  appointed  Levi 
Robbins.  Quarterma-ter  of  the  First  Troo])  in  Fir>t  Begiment  of 
Liglit  Horse;  and  Samuel  Cord,  Captain,  and  Beuben  Biley,  Fnsign. 
in  the  6th  Co.  of  Cth  ^lilitia  BegimcsU.      At  its  October  session,  Charles 
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Andrews  was  conimissionca  LuMitciuuit  in  s:uiio  cniupaiiy  aiul  rogniiciu, 
and  John  Dickinson,  of  WVtluTsHcld,  was  in  a  .Mi.ldlcl.nry  Conii.any. 
The  AssfMuhly,  at  Jannary  session,  c-onnnissionod  Daniel  Griswnld  as 
Ensign  in  1st  (V..  C.tli  Militia  Heirinu-nt;  and,  at  its  May  session, 
Stephen  Mix  .Mitrhrll,  .lusriee  of  the  Tcaee  and  (Riorum;  and  -rant<'<l 
that  a  Pnblie  .Market  or  Fair  niii^lit  hu  held  at  Wether.-tield  twit-e  eaeh 
year  (once  in  April  or  ^May,  once  in  Septendier  or  October,  for  thn-e 
days  at  a  time;  the  necessary  buildin«>s.  etc.,  to  be  pnt  up  at  the  Town's 
expense.  At  the  October  session,  William  -Miller  was  commissioned 
Captain;  Elisha  Treat,  Lieutenant,  un.l  Abv.  IIolli>ter,  Jr.,  Ensign,  of 
the  7th  Co.  0th  liegiment  Militia. 

On  the  2Sth  of  .Vpril,  IT^:),  the  townsmen  of  Wethersticld,  in  Toun 
Meeting  a.sscnibled,  voted.  That  the  Selectmen  procure  a  barrel  of 
powder  'Yor  ihe  purpu.'^e  of  firing  fichlpirrrs.  or  ninnon.  on  account  of 
the  joyful  News  of  Pence."     That  tells  the  whole  story. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  with  the  aid  of  that  barrel,  and  of  sundry 
glasses  of  Jamaica  Rum,  whiskey  ami  hot  "Hip,"  they  managed  to 
enjoy  themselves  as  much  and  to  celebrate  Peace  as  gloriously,  as  we, 
their  great  grandsons  can  do  now-a-days,  when  occasion  denuiuds,  wuli 
"Paine's  Fireworks,"  Chinese  Fire  Crackers  -a^u]  IJoi-bs,  Revolvers,  Ice 
Cream  and  Fancy  Drinks.  Homely  as  their  rustic  celebration  might 
seem  to  us  now,  there  was,  way  down  in  their  hearts,  an  upwellimr 
feeling  of  gratitude  to  God,  which  we,  their  descendants  are  nof 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  in  our  hearts,  as  we  recount  their  brave  deeds, 
their  unalterable  trust  and  the  great  results  which  have  Howed  from 
them  to  us.      All  honor  to  the  patriot  sires  of  Old  Wethersiield ! 

Wethersfield  Members  of  the  Cinciiinati.— The  "Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati," instituted  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  (178:'), 
by  Gen.  Washington  and  the  General  Officers  of  the  Army,  was  de- 
signed to  perpetuate  and  cherish  union  and  national  honor  between 
the  respective  States  of  the  newly  formed  Xational  Government,  and 
to  keep  alive  between  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  late  Army,  a 
spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  kindness,  based  upon  nnitual  recollections 
of  the  dangers  and  trials  through  which  they  had  passed  in  the  struggle 
for  independnce.  This  Society  limited  its  membership  to  those  who 
had  held  conuuissions,  and  to  the  eldest  nuile  descendants  in  regular 
line.  Unfortunately,  a  puldic  antagonism  was  unjustly  stirred  up 
against  this  organization  as  not  being  of  a  democratic  character  in 
consonance  with  the  nature  of  our  American  institutions,  an<l,  after  a 
while,  it  fell  largely  into  desuetude— some  of  the  State  Societies  into 
which  it  had  been  divided,  virtually  going  into  abeyance,  while  others 
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only  coiitaiiu'd  a  fcchlo  oxistciu-i'.  Wiiliiii  rlip  incinory  of  many  now- 
living,  however,  a  l)etr(.'r  iin(lcrdtan.(linj,^  of  rlie  nature  of  this  Society 
has  arisen;  its  various  State  branches  have  Ween  resuscitated  (as  has, 
also,  the  hranch  established  hy  LaFayctte  in  France)  and  its  meiuber- 
ship  is  now  a  highly  coveted  honor.  * 

The  fidlowiui;'  Wetlierstield  men  were  orii;inal  mend)ers  of  the  So- 
ciety : 

Lieut.  Simeon  IJeMen.  Brif/.-dcit.  Samuel  Hlatchlev  Wehi). 
Capt.  (and  JJrevet-.Major)  Edward   Cupt.  Samuel  W.  Willinms. 

Biilkeley.  ^faj.  .Ju)<cpJi  AUyu  \Vrii;ht. 

Col.  John  Chester.  Capt.  Ezekiel  Porter  IJidden, 

Ens.  Ozias  Goodrich.  (adm.  7  Jidy,  1784). 

Capt.  John  liilev.  Chaplain  William  Fockwood, 

Capt.  Roiicr  Welles.  (from  the  :^^ass.  Soc.) 
Capt.  John  Wehl). 

[Hon.  SiLA.s  Dkaxe.  Member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Special 
Agent  to  the  Court  of  France,  etc. 

The  history  of  Wethersfield  during  the  Eevolutionary  pcrio<l  would 
be  incomplete  without  some  notice  of  the  munirahle  patriotism  and 
subsequent  cnj  history  of  this  man,  who  though  not  a  native  of  the 
town,  was  prominently  associated  with  it  by  residence,  marriage  and 
commercial  interests. 

Silas  Deank  was  a  sou  of  Silas  Deane,  blacksmith,  of  Groton,  Conn., 
where  the  family  had  been  settled  since  1712.  lie  was  lM)ru  at  G., 
24  Dec,  1737;  graduated  Y.  C,  1758,  and  was  for  some  time  a  school 
teacher;  first  came  to  Wetlierstield  in  1701;  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Connecticut  bar  as  an  attorney  in  April  of  that  year.  (Co.  Ct.  Rec.) 
On  the  Sth  of  Oct.,  17G.'<,  he  married  !Mehita])le,  the  widow  of  Joseph 
Webb,  Sr.,  and  daughter  of  Capt.  Gershom  Xott,  of  Wethersfield ; 
engaged  in  the  \V>st  India  trade,  and  soon  became  widely  known 
in  Colonial  mercantile  circles.  His  wife  died  October  13,  1707,  an<l 
he  married  (:.')  Elizabeth  (granddaughter  of  Gov.)  Saltonstall,  who 
was  born   12    June,    1742.      About    1708,^    he   entered   public    life   as 

1  The  following  .■nlvertispinciit  in  the  Conn.  Coiinnit  pri/lmbly  niiiiks  the  point 
of  his  transference  fiorn  niereantile  to  political  and  otlicial  life:  "All  Persons  who 
have  open  Accounts  with  the  .SuhscrilaT,  are  desired  immediately  to  close  them, 
as  he  is  now  endeavorini,'  to  make  a  full  settlement  of  his  Book  Debts.  Hope  no 
one,  after  this,  will  take  it  ill,  if  s»icd  without  further  Xotice,  which,  however  dis- 
agreeable to  him.  yet  consistent  with  his  own  interest,  and  cannot  be  avoided." 

Wethersfield,  23d  Feb..  I7G7. 

SILAS    DEAXE. 


SILAS     DKANE. 
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Wetherstiold's  rcprosentative  iu  the  General  A.sseml)ly  of  Connecticut, 
where  ho  early  provcl  h'unsvU  an  anl.ut  sympathizer  with  the  grow- 
ing resentment  of  the  Colonies  against,  the  British  laws  restricting  the 
free  tlevel(.i)ment  of  American  Commerce.  When  ••non-intercourso" 
was  declared  by  the  merchants  of  Connecticut  against  those  of  Xewiv)it, 
who  were  charged  with  infractions  of  the  non-imi)ortative  agreement, 
Mr.  Deane  acted  as  their  clerk,  and,  as  such,  signed  their  circular  of 
February  20,  1774.  To  the  Connecticut  Connnittee  of  Correspondence 
of  17715,  he  proved  so  ethciont  a  secretary  that  they  selected  him  to 
represent  the  Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774,  rogether 
with  Sherman  and  Dyer.  And  there  he  strongly  advocated  a  I'nion 
of  the  Col-jiiies.  Before  the  re-assem!ding  of  Congress  in  177.").  Deanc 
(who,  with  Sherman  and  Dyer  had  again  hern  sent — l>ut.  this  time, 
by  the  Conn.  General  Asseuddy)  was  crcditeil  with  the  iTicoptiou  of 
the  Capture  of  Fort  Ticonderoga,  the  I'quiitment  and  sulisistence 
of  that  expedition  being  especially  iurrustcd  to  him,  and  largely  paid 
for  out  of  his  o^^^l  purse.  (See  page  4:;>.)  This  admirable  strategic  ex- 
ploit, which  interposed  u  barrier  to  J]ritisli  invasion  from  Canada, 
should  over  entitle  him  to  grateful  remend>rance.  He  also  wrote  the 
agreement  fthe  original  in  possession  of  the  Conn  Hist.  Soc. )  which 
was  signed  by  the  one  hundred  young  Wctlierstield  men,  who  volun- 
teered for  the  •'Lexington  Alarm"  of  April,  177."),  in  which  they 
pledged  their  service  and  to  refrain  frouv  clrunkeness,  gaming  and  ])ro- 
fanity. 

Owing  to  some  local  jealousies,  Deane  failed  of  election  to  the  Third 
Continental  Congress,  but  remained  in  Philadelphia,  devoting  all  his 
energies  to  promoting  the  Colonial  cau.se.  With  Schuyler,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  means  of  procuring  military  stores  fi.tr  the  C<d- 
onies;  and,  with  "Washington,  to  estimate  the  cost  of  equip])ing  an 
army.  He  also  formulated  the  Rules  for  a  Continental  Xavy ;  and, 
15th  Oct.,  1775,  selected  and  purchased  the  first  vessel  for  that  ser- 
vice. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Connnittee  of  Secrecy,  organized 
18  Sept.,  1775,  whose  object  was  the  purchase  of  anns  and  ammnnition 
in  Euro])e.  He  accepted  a  contract  for  this  purjiose.  and,  in  Decem- 
ber, recommended  as  a  secret  diplomatist  ami  commercial  agent 
to  France.  Deane  was,  at  this  time,  a  marked  figure  in  Phila- 
delphia ;  having  a  good  personal  appearance  and  striking  man- 
ner, dressing,  living  and  entertaining  in  good  style,  somewhat  fond 
of  showy  equipages  and  appointments,  and  had  impressed  the  Secret 
Committee  of  Correspondence    (Penjamin    Franklin,    Penjanun    liar- 
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rison,   Jdlui    Dickinsmi,  Jnlni  .lay.   Knlicrt    Morris — a  <puutettc  of  the 
most   (listiiiiiiiislicd   luomhcrs   of   ('nn;_M'<'ss)    by   his   evident   im-rcantile 
fckill  and  ahilities.      I>iit,  ahhouirh  lield  in  hij^li  esteem  in  Phihitk-lphia, 
he  was  not  so  fortunate  at  home.     With  his  eolleagiies  from  Conneeti- 
cut,  Sherman  and  Uyer  (owinji-  to  some  ol)j(^ctions  which  he  had  made 
as  to  certain  term.s  in  that  Cohtny's  accounts  againsr  ("nnj:ress,  as  well 
as  to  his  su])jiort  of  Putnam  for  a  genera Ishiji),  he  was  not  on  good 
tenns.  Dcane  set  sail,  .March  5th,  for  France,  arriviiiji-  rliere  ^lay  the  4th, 
1775;  his  mission  being  to  procure  e(iuipn:eufs   tor  the  Revohuiouary 
Army,   which  could  not  be  obtained   in    America   and   wirlumt   which 
a  war  could  not  have  been  carried  on.     His  instructions  were  to  pro- 
cure, in  France,  military  clothing,  nuiskets,  cannon,  etc..  for  an  army 
of  30,000  men;  articles  suitable  for  Indian  trading,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate  the   frontier  savages;   and,    if  op])ortunity  offered,    to  effect   a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  connncrce  with  the  French  Government.      Tliis 
was  a  commission  of  vast  importance  to  the  struggling  Colonies,  and  cer- 
tainly indicated  the  opinion  of  the  ijest  men  in  Congress  as  to  his  ca- 
pacity', as  well  as  their  perfect  confidence  in  him.  Arriving  in  France, 
he  first  made  his   Indian  purchases   at   Bordeaux  and   then  proceeded 
to  Paris,  and  entered  upon  his  mission  which  was  of  the  most  delicate 
and  secret  nature,  without  a  friend  in  the  cotuit'-y,  with  uo  knowledge 
of  the  French  or  any  other  foreign  langmige,   perfectly  unversed    in 
European  diplomatic  usages,  and  with  no  letters  of  introduction,  ex- 
cept from  Franklin  to  some  of  his  scientific  friends  in  Paris,  by  one 
of  whom  he  was  introduced  to  Comte  de  Vergenues,  the  French  ^lin- 
ister  of  Foreig-n  Affairs,  his  interview  with  whom  had  to  be  informal 
and  secret.     Handicapped  as  he  was,  however,  by  all  these  ap^iarently 
nnsurmonntable  obstacles,  Deane  gained  his  Doint  with   the  ^linister 
and  the  King — although,  for  reasons  apparent  to  them,  if  not  to  Deane. 
every  step  had  to  be  taken  in  the  most  secret  manner,   blatters  were 
finally  managed  through  a  so-called  merchant.  Carion  de  Beanmarchnis 
(author  of  the  famous  comedy  of  "Le  Marriage  de  Figaro"),  through 
whom,   during  the  sttmmer  of   ITTH,    he    obtained    cannon,     powder, 
small  arms  and   amnninition   for  2."), 000   men.      And,    through    Beau- 
marchais   (ostensibly  a  fictitious  firm  of  Ilortelez  k  Co.)   the  French 
Government  supplied   the  capital  for   purchase  of  supplies,    and    per- 
mitted them  to  remove  cannon  from  the  arsenals  until  the  open  alliance 
between  France  and  the  United  States  was  fully  effected  in  February, 
1778.     These  supplies  were  to  be  paid  for  by  shipments  of  flour  and 
tobacco  to  Ilortelez  k  Co.;  the  suspicions  of  the  British  ^linister  in 
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Paris  l)oing  hiUeil  hy  tlii'  spei-ioiis  .statoinoiit  that  tlioy  were  for  the 
French  Colonies  and  a  matter  of  ])rivate  entcrprize.  Eiglit  cargoes 
of  these  army  .supi)lit's,  vahied  at  a  million  dollars,  reached  America 
in  safety,  and  contrihuted  to  the  victories  of  1777-TS.  Sur  did  Deane 
confine  his  efforts  to  material  svipplies;  he  also  secured  for  America 
the  services  of  a  large  number  of  fonMgn  ottii-crs  (princi])ally  French), 
who  stipulated  for  rank  and  pay  in  reipiital  for  their  experience  and 
aid — such  as  LeFayette,  Delvall),  kSrcuhcn,  Armand,  Flcury  and 
others. 

Up  to  this  time  Deane  had  been  the  sole  American  representative 
at  Paris;  but,  in  Septend)er,  177G,  Congress  ajipointed  Franklin  and 
Arthur  Lee  as  Commissioners  to  co-operate  with  him.  Franklin,  of 
course,  acted  in  jjerfect  harmony  with  Deane ;  but  Lee  ( who  had  l»een 
the  American  financial  agent  in  Europe  and  had  resided  in  London 
as  secret  agent  and  correspondent  during  the  early  i)art  of  the  Revolu- 
tion) was  evidently  very  jealous  of  his  two  fellow  connnissioners ;  and 
especially  of  Deane,  who  was  mostly  engaged  in  the  delicate  ta.sk  of 
forwarding  sui)plies  to  America,  and  regulating,  at  the  ports,  the  con- 
duct and  duties  of  tlie  American  agents  who,  in  fact,  were  not  of  his 
appointmciit  and  v.liolly  irresponsible.  Through  interference  and  in- 
fluence with  them  he  managed  to  obstruct  Deane's  work,  to  S(jme  ex- 
tent. Lee,  also,  started  a  story  that  Beaiimarchias,  at  a  dinner  party  in 
London,  had,  without  solicitation,  oflFered  him  "a  gift  of  200,000 
louis  d'or,  as  well  as  all  needed  munitions  of  war,"  and  the  story  gained 
credence  with  Congress — despite  Deane's  information  to  the  contrary. 
This  made  trouble  for  Deane,  for,  when  the  goods  sent  by  Deane  arrived 
here,  the  bills  from  llortelez  &  Co.  came  with  them.  The  controversy 
grew  so  hot  that  toward  the  close  of  1778,  the  French  Government  had 
to  officially  notify  Congress  that  these  supplies  were  purcliasefi,  not 
gifts.  And  when  the  American  Commissioners,  baffled  by  the  deplo- 
matic  excuses  and  delays  of  the  French  ^linister,  in  consnnnnating  the 
completion  of  the  much  desired  ti-eaty  between  France  and  America,  be- 
gan to  lose  hope,  Deane  wrote  to  that  minister  a  peremptory  letter  that  it 
should  be  signed  within  twenty-four  hours  or  he  would  commence  nego- 
tiations with  England  witli  reference  to  a  reconciliation  with  the  Col- 
onies. His  colleagues  were  terrified  at  his  temerity  in  so  doing,  but 
by  midnight  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  the  tiiree  connnissioners  returned 
home.  On  his  return,  Deane  was  not  formally  accused,  but  f()un<I  him- 
.self  under  a  cloud  of  suspicion,  and  was  called  upon  to  explain  how  it 
was  that  these  supplies  were  not  gifts.     Of  the  allegations  against  him 
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the  only  serious  om;  wns  tliat  ho  had  used  hi-  ai:oncy  to  improve  his 
private  fortune.  Uut,  the  fact  was,  that  lie  ha<l  seriously  impaired  it, 
by  attempting  to  c<)nduct  his  private  Imsincss  in  the  intervals  of  his 
puhlie  duties,  and  l)y  entru.stinf;-  his  atTair>  too  much  to  others.  An 
acrimonious  dismkssion  of  the  matter  between  his  friends  atul  tlutse  of 
Lee  fille(l  tlie  newspapers  of  the  day.  He  was  kept  awaitinir  the  action 
of  Coni;ress  for  over  a  yenr,  and  was  ohliged  to  api»eal  ai;ain  and  aj^ain 
to  that  body  for  some  final  action  or  vindication.  i[e  stronjily  demand- 
ed a  public  investij;atiou  of  both  his  acts  and  accounts,  but  the  Con- 
gress of  that  day  was  niaile  up  of  very  ditferent  men  from  that  which 
had  adopted  the  declaration  of  Independence.  It  was  now  largely 
composed  of  men  who  had  reduced  the  value  of  the  Continental  Cur- 
rency, and  who  had  caballed  against  Washington,  during  the  dreadful 
winter  of  177T-S.  His  peremptory  recall  from  abroad  had  deprived 
him  of  the  opportunity  to  obtain  his  vouchers,  which  were  on  tile  at 
his  agencies  at  the  various  p'rcnch  jtorts,  yet  his  accounts  and 
statements  were  evidently  frank  and  accurate.  Xo  charge  of  irregularity 
had  been  made.  Congress  seemed  only  intent  on  avoiding  the  pay- 
ment of  a  just  claim  and  tendered  him  no  relief,  except  the  offer  of 
$10,000  in  depreciated  ContiiKnital  currency — which  he  declined  and 
returned  to  France  with  a  deeply  wounded  spirit. 

On  his  arrival  there,  27  July,  17S0,  he  found  himself  utterly  penni- 
less, and  was  dependent,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  upon  the 
charity  of  friends — his  only  other  resource  beins:  his  claim  against 
the  Government  for  services  such  as  few  other  men  ha<l,  or  could  have, 
rendered  his  country  in  her  hour  of  greatest  need.  This  claim  was 
steadily  ig7iorcd,  until  in  17S7,  eight  years  after  his  return  to  Europe, 
a  commission  sent  to  France  to  audit  his  accounts,  found  that  the 
United  States  was  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  ^00.000.  Of  this 
sum  he  never  received  a  dollar  in  his  lifetime:  and  it  was  not  until 
1842 — sixty  years  after  his  death,  that  his  heirs  received  less  than  half 
of  the  amount.^ 

The  iron  had  entered  into  his  soul.  lie  live<l  in  Paris,  and  later  in 
Flanders,  always  in  obscurity,  neglect  and  poverty,  avoiding  his  friends 
as  much  as  possible,  and  speaking  with  hitterness  and  contempt  of  the 
incapacity  and  incompetence  of  Congress — his  condition  well  known 


1  This  award  was  made  iiiwn  the  jrroiind  that  the  unfavorahle  report  made  when 
Lee  was  anta^nizinfr  him  and  was  Cnnmiis-iinner  of  AceounK.  was  "ex  pnrtf, 
erroneous  and  a  gross  injustice  to  -Mr.   Deane." 
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to  English  ijpics  on  the  r'uiitiiu'iit,  \\li(»  iindouhtcdly  foiiiitcil  niton  his 
ultimate  dL'fcctiuu  ti)  tlio  liritish  oatisc  Wliile  living  in  Liinilnn  the 
press  reported  him  as  interviewing  J.ord  Nortli,  dining  with  Fox  and 
being  present  at  the  Dnke  of  Portland's  lever;  all  of  whieh  seandals  he 
explicitly  denied  in  his  home  letters.  Even  the  traitor  Jlcaiediet  Ar- 
nold had  the  effrontery  to  seek  his  aeqnaintanee,  as  Ave  learn  from  a  let- 
tor  written  by  Deane  to  his  brother  llamabas,  July  \'>,  l~b'),  in  whieh 
he  says  "Arnold  called  upon  me,  I  frankly  told  him  that  I  eouhl  not 
visit  hiu"!  and  that  ho  ninst  suspend  his  visits,  whieh  he  did.''  iJut  the-<e 
falselio<jds  were  imshed  to  the  utmost  by  his  enemies  and  it  is  not 
strange  that  in  view  of  tlic  tone  of  his  "intercepted''  letters,  suspicious 
shotdd  have  been  aroused  that  he  had  become  an  agent  of  the  liritish 
government.  At  length,  nuuMened  by  the  cruel  delay,  suspicion  and 
neglect  to  which  he  was  subjected,  his  patriotism  and  enilurance  gave 
out;  and  he  took  advantage  of  the  IJritish  preparations  of  IJ^'l.  for 
crushing  out  the  rebellion  in  the  Colonies,  to  vrritc  his  friends  in 
America  as  to  the  folly  of  any  further  resistance  to  the  British  arms. 
These  letters  (May  and  June,  17S1)  were  the  famous  "intercepted  let- 
ters," captured  by  a  Eritish  Cruiser  upon  an  American  Vessel,  whieh 
were  ptd)lislipd  at  intervals  during  1TS1-S2,  in  JRifinr/fon's  Gazelle,  in 
Xevv  York  City. 

After  the  Peace,  he  went  to  London,  Sept.,  17S;>,  Avith  the  purpose 
of  attracting  European  capital  t(j  the  development  of  the  natural  re- 
sources of  his  native  land.  In  October,  of  the  same  year,  he  wrote  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Connecticut,  explaining  his  letters  and  evi- 
dently wishing  to  open  a  Avay  for  his  return. 

He  also  had  some  hope  of  aid  from  the  Canadian  government  for  a 
scheme  of  his  for  connecting  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake  Champlain,  l)v 
a  canal.  During  his  first  absence  in  France,  he  had  lost  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth, by  death,  9  June,  1777,  and  was  joined  in  Paris  by  his  only 
son,  who  remained  with  him  until  his  removal  to  Englaml,  when  he 
was  sent  home  to  Hartford,  to  live  with  his  father's  friends  and  Ix?- 
eome  a  merchant. 

While  ill  and  helpless,  in  17J^8,  "Nfr.  Deane  was  robbed  of  a  portion  of 
his  papers,  which  were  sold  to  ^[r.  Jefferson,  then  T.  S.  ^klini^ter  to 
France.  On  22nd  Sept.,  1789,  ^Ir.  Deane  left  London  to  meet  the 
British  packet-ship  at  Deal;  Avas  seized  Avith  a  violent  illness;  died 
the  next  day  and  was  buried  on  English  soil  in  an  unmarked  graA'o. 
It  is  altogether  a  pitiful  story  of  how  envy  and  political  clamor  can 
ruin  a  man's  character  and  dt^prive  him  of  the  fruits  of  his  best  directed 
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efforts.  :Much  has  l>oon  written  an<l  pultlislu'.l  conc.'rning  Doano's 
case'  aiul  even  yet  imicli  imuarrantod  misconception  exists  as  to  its 
real  merits — hut  we  many  safely  accept  the  opinion  of  his  fellow  com- 
missioner I5enj.  Franklin,  who  said  of  him,  in  1777,  that  he  was  "a 
faithful,  active  and  able  minister;"  and  later,  when  Deane  was  in  dis- 
grace, ''I  have  never  known  or  susjiected  any  cause  to  eharire  him  with 
any  want  of  prohity  in  any  bari^'ain  or  purcliuse  whatever."  And  that 
eminent  patriot  and  financier  of  tiie  RevolutioiKiry  Period,  Rol)crt  .Mor- 
ris, wrote  to  Franklin,  .March  :)\,  17M»,  "I  consider  .Mr.  Deane  as  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  of  America.  After  renderiiiir  the  mi>st  signal  and 
important  ser\-iee,  he  has  been  reviled  and  traduced  in  the  most  shame- 
ful manner.  But  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  the  day  will  come,  when  his 
merits  shall  he  universally  acknowledged,  and  the  authors  of  rhese 
cahunnies  held  in  the  detestation  they  deserve."  Even  Beauinarchais, 
with  wliom  Deane  had  had  lar<>e  dealiuiis  in  the  carrying  out  of  his 
mission  to  France,  wrote,  that,  "if  the  military  stores  were  of  any  ad- 
vantage to  tiie  continental  army,  it  was  due  to  tlie  indefatigable  pains 
taken  by  ilr.  Deane,"  ami  that  he  'merited  the  applause  of  the  world.'  " 
Mr.  Deane's  only  authorized  publication  was  An  Addr/'.ss  to  Ihr 
Free  and  Independent  Citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Xortli  Amcrien. 
Hartford,  17S4,  snudl  Svo.  pp.  '.](),  of  which  two  other  editions  were 
publiehcd  in  Xew  London  during  the  same  year — one  a  small  4to,  pp. 
oS ;  the  other  in  London,  Svo.  pp.  t)5. 

Publica'-ions  relating  to  Silas  Deane,  are:' 

1.  Pari.i  Papers;  or  !Mr.  Silas  Deane's  late  intercepted  letters  to 
his  brothers,  and  other  intimate  friends  in  .\merica,  ^  *  *  1782. 
New  York,  IG  mo.  pp.  141,  x.xxii. 

2.  Papers  in  Relation  to  the  Case  of  Silas  Deane,  now  first  pul)lislied 
from  original  manuscripts.  Philadelphia,  '70  Society,  1855;  8vo. 
pp.20. 

3.  Correspondence  of  Sihis  Deane,  Delegate  to  the  First  and  Second 
Congress  at  Pliiladelphia,  1771-1770.  Vol.  I  Conn.  Historical  Society 
Collections,  Hartford,  1870,  pp.  127-308. 

4.  Collections  of  the  Xew  York  Historical  Six^iety — Deane  Papers. 
1886-90,  inclusive,  5  volumes. 


1  An  Address  upon  Silas  Deane,  delivered  by  Rev.  Gt'<irj;e  L.  Clarke,  pastor  of  ttu- 
Wethersfield  Conirreir.ational  Church.  9th  of  OctoWr,  l'.»04,  before  the  Ruth  Wyllys, 
Chapter  of  the  D.-iushters  of  the  American  Revoluti(m  assembled  by  invitation  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Hart  Fenn,  in  the  house  built  by  Deane  in  Wetherstield.  Printed  in 
the  Hartford  Daily  Caurant,  10th  June,  1904,  and  received  too  late  to  be  noted  in 
its  proper  chronological  order. 


